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PUBLISHER'S    PREFACE. 


No  author  can  lay  claim  to  a  higher  inspiration  than  that 
his  work  was  conceived  in  the  noble  purpose  of  benefiting  his 
fellow  man ;  and  the  reader  of  the  following  pages  cannot 
doubt  that  it  was  in  this  spirit  and  solely  with  this  purpose 
that  Dr.  Sanger  compiled  and  gave  to  the  American  public 
'•  The  History  of  Prostitution."  The  subject  may  be  termed 
a  deliciite  one ;  nevertheless,  it  is  essentially  a  practical  one, 
and  as  such  hiis  commanded  and  must  continue  to  command 
the  attention  of  the  law-maker,  the  physician,  and  the  human- 
itarian. 

A  vice  which  has  been  co-existent  with  the  human  race, 
which  has  preye<l  upon  the  morals  as  well  as  the  health  of  all 
|ieopIes  in  all  ages,  .vhich  in  the  past  has  defied  the  edicts  of 
des)K)tism  no  less  than  at  present  it  deties  the  mandates  of 
repi'essive  legislation — such  a  vice  should  not  in  any  spirit 
of  prudery  l)e  put  aside  as  unfit  for  public  consideration. 

Dr.  Sanjjer.  who  possesseil  unusual  facilitnes  for  studvin? 
both  the  causes  anil  effects  of  prostitution,  supplemented  his 
investigation  of  the  subject  on  this  side  of  the  water  by  two 
veal's  of  observation  and  research  abroad,  devoting  in  all  about 
seven  years  to  tlio  )>reparation  of  these  pages.  The  diligence 
and  fiilelitv  lie  gave  to  the  undertaking  are  fullv  attested  in 
the  great  volume  of  instructive  data  he  has  compiled.  And 
where  the  author  dropj)e«l  the  subject  the  editor  of  the  present 
etiition  has  taken  it  up  and  endeavored  to  bring  the  investiga 
tion  down  to  the  jH'esent  date. 
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Aroumbnts  are  uunecessaiy  to  prove  the  existence  of  prosti- 
tution. The  evil  is  so  notorious  that  none  can  possibly  gainsay 
it.  But  when  its  extent,  its  causes,  or  its  efiFects  are  questioned, 
a  remarkable  degree  of  ignorance  or  carelessness  is  manifested. 
Few  care  to  know  the  secret  springs  from  which  prostitution 
emanates;  few  are  anxious  to  know  how  wide  the  stream  ex- 
tends; few  have  any  desire  to  know  the  devastation  it  causes. 
Society  has  formally  laid  a  prohibition  on  the  subject,  and  he  who 
[>resume8  to  argue  that  what  affects  one  may  injure  all;  he  who 
believes  that  the  malady  in  his  neighbor's  family  to-day  may  visit 
his  own  to-morrow ;  he  who  diires  to  intimate  that  a  vice  which 
has  blighted  the  happiness  of  one  parent,  and  ruined  the  charac- 
ter of  one  daughter,  may  produce,  must  inevitably  produce,  the 
same  sad  resulta  in  another  circle ;  in  short,  he  who  dares  allude 
to  the  subject  of  prostitution  in  any  other  than  a  mysterious  and 

^whispered  manner,  must  prepare  to  meet  the  frowns  and  censure 
jf  society. 

Keen  was  the  knowledge  of  human  nature,  acute  the  perception 
of  worldly  sentiment  in  the  breast  of  an  accomplished  woman 
lately  deceased,  when  she  wrote,  "  To  such  grievances  as  society 
can  not  readily  cure,  it  usually  forbids  utterance  on  pain  of  its 
Jm ;  this  scorn  being  only  a  .sort  of  tinseled  cloak  to  its  deformed 
weakness."  How  true  the  idea,  many  a  man  who  has  attempted 
to  unveil  a  bidden  crime,  or  probe  a  secret  sorrow,  but  too  well 
know.s. 

Not  then  to  prove  that  prostitution  exists,  for  that  is  so  glar- 
ingly palpable  that  all  must  perforce  concede  it,  but  to  ascertain 
its  origin,  progress,  and  end,  is  the  object  of  these  pages.  The 
inger  of  scorn  may  be  pointed  at  the  labor;  the  self-righteous 
world  may  wrap  itself  in  a  mantle  of  prudery,  and  close  its  ears 

tagainst  sickening  details;  the  complacent  public  may  demur  at 
»n  approach  to  sin  and  misery :  the  self-satisfied  community  may 
obieet  to  view  wretchedness  drawn  from  the  obscurity  of  its  hid- 
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ing-place  to  the  full  light  of  investigation :  nevertheless,  there  is 
now  existing  a  moral  pestilence  which  creeps  insidiously  into  the 
privacy  of  the  domestic  circle,  and  draws  thence  the  myriads  of 
its  victims,  and  which  saps  the  foundation  of  that  holy  confidence, 
the  first,  the  most  beautiful  attraction  of  home.  There  is  an 
ever-present  physical  danger,  so  fatally  destructive  that  the  world 
would  recoil,  as  from  the  spring  of  a  serpent,  could  they  but  ap- 
preciate its  malignity ;  a  malignity  which  is  daily  and  hourly 
threatening  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  conimunity ; 
which  for  hundreds  of  years  hsis  been  slowly  but  steadily  making 
its  way  onward,  leaving  a  track  niiirked  with  broken  hopes,  ruin- 
ed frames,  and  sad  recollections  of  .stricken  friends ;  and  whicrh 
now,  in  the  full  force  of  an  impetus  acquired  and  aggravated  by 
concealment,  almost  defies  opposition.  There  is  a  social  wrong 
which  forces  upon  the  community  vast  expenditures  for  an  object 
of  which  they  are  ignorant;  which  swells  the  public  taxes  and  in- 
creases individual  outlay  for  a  vice  which  hna  hitherto  been  .studi- 
ously kept  in  concealment.  These  reasons  were  sufficiently  pow- 
erful to  induce  the  necessary  researches  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  work,  and  they  are  considered  sufficient  to  justify  its  pub- 
lication. 

An  unseen  evil,  of  which  only  the  effects  are  visible,  is  more 
frightful  than  one  whose  dimensions  are  apparent.  No  statesman 
would  gnipple  with  a  political  question  until  he  knew  its  "  form 
and  pressure ;"  no  philanthropist  can  satisfactorily  encounter  an 
unknown  misery.  Both  may  judge,  to  some  slight  extent,  of  the 
evil  thev  can  not  set\  but  the  one  can  not  venture  to  remove  it, 
nor  the  other  to  modify  its  woi>s  until  it's  power  is  fully  known. 
This  has  so  far  been  the  ca-^e  with  prostitution.  The  world  luis 
studiously'  drawn  a  screen  Ix'forc  it,  and  when  the  .«uftirings  of 
its  victims  became  .so  apparent  that  the  vice  was  palpable,  an  ad- 
ditional mystery  was  thrown  around  it,  and  the  pi-ojjlo  of  the 
nineteenth  century  know  it  but  as  a  sin  with  which  they  can  not 
interfere.  It  has  all  the  imagined  force  of  a  monster,  because  of 
its  obscurity ;  all  the  virulence  of  an  avenging  fii'nd,  because  its 
true  powers  are  hidden ;  and  even  those  who  suffered  from  its 
poi.-ion  have  been  led  to  believe  that  its  mystt-ries  w(.'re  so  inscru- 
table as  to  defy  all  approach. 

Hitherto  reticence  has  been  the  policy.  Tliis  posititm  has  been 
held  too  long,  for  it  is  false  in  princi|)le  and  injurious  in  tendency. 
The  (li.v  has  arrived  .wlu-n  liie  shroud  must  be  removed;   w]ii>n 
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the  public  safety  imperiously  deiiiauds  an  iuvestigation  into  the 
jnatler ;  when  those  who  regard  it  as  a  small  wroag  may  have 
their  attcDtioa  directed  to  its  real  proportions ;  and  when  those 
who  have  viewed  it  as  an  unmanageable  giaut  may  be  alike  un- 
deceived. 

A  small  matter  it  decidedly  is  not:  the  eternal  ruin  of  one 
misguided  woman  would  eft'ectually  preclude  such  an  opinion; 
the  physical  ruin  of  an  impetuous  man  would  prohibit  such  an 
estimate,  and  both  these  are  among  those  daily  consequences 
which  call  ior  an  investigation.  There  is  scarcely  a  pei-son  in  the 
community  who  can  not  recall  some  circumstance  he  has  known 
to  sujiport  this  assertion ;  for  so  wide-spread  has  been  the  bane- 
ful influence  of  prostitution,  that  there  are  comparatively  few  but 
have  suffered,  through  friends  or  relatives,  if  not  in  their  own 
persons. 

Nor  is  it  unmanageable,  except  when  concealed.  Stripped  of 
the  veil  of  secrecy  which  has  enveloped  it,  there  appears  a  vice 
arising  from  an  inextinguishable  natural  impulse  on  the  part  of 
one  sex,  fostered  b\'  confiding  weakness  in  the  other;  from  social 
disabilities  on  one  side,  and  stx-ial  oppression  on  the  other;  from 
the  wiles  of  the  deceiver  working  upon  unsuspecting  credulity ; 
and,  finally,  yVwn  Oie  stem  necessihj  to  live. 

It  is  a  mere  absurdity  to  assert  that  prostitution  can  ever  be  erad- 
icated. Strenuous  and  well-directed  efforts  lor  this  purpose  have 
been  made  at  different  times.  The  whole  power  of  the  Church, 
where  it  poasesaetl  nut  merely  a  spiritual,  but  an  actual  secular  arm, 
has  been  in  vain  directed  against  it.  Nature  defied  the  mandates 
of  the  clergj',  imd  the  threatened  punishments  of  an  after-life  were 
futile  to  deter  men  from  seeking,  and  women  from  granting,  sin- 
ful pleasui'es  in  this  world.  Munarclis  victorious  in  the  field  and 
unsurpassed  in  the  council-cluunlxT  have  bent  all  their  energies 
of  will,  and  brought  all  the  aids  of  power  to  crush  it  out,  but  be- 
fore these  vice  has  not  quailed.  The  guilty  women  have  been  ban- 
ished, scourged,  branded,  executed ;  their  partners  have  been  sub- 
jected to  the  .same  punishment ;  held  up  to  public  opinion  as  im- 
moral ;  denuded  of  their  civil  rights;  have  seen  their  offenses  vis- 
ited upon  their  families;  have  been  led  to  the  stake,  the  gibbet,  and 
the  block,  and  still  prostitution  exists.  The  teachings  of  morality 
and  virtue  have  been  powerless  here.  In  some  cases  they  restrain 
individuals;  upon  the  aggregate  they  are  inoperative.  The  re- 
searches of  science  have  been  imheeded.     Thev  have  traced  the 
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physical  results  of  vice,  and  have  foreshadowed  its  course.  They 
have  demonstrated  that  the  suftering  parents  of  this  generation 
will  bequeath  to  (heir  posterity  a  heritage  of  ruined  powers ;  that 
the  malady  which  illicit  pleasure  communicates  is  destructive  to  the 
hopes  of  man ;  thiit  the  human  frame  is  perceptibly  and  reguiitrlv 
depreciating  by  the  operation  of  this  poison,  and  havi-  shown  that 
even  the  desire  for  health  and  long  liie,  one  of  the  most  poweiful 
motives  that  ever  influences  a  human  being,  has  been  of  no  avail 
to  stem  the  torrent. 

But  if  history  proves  that  prostitution  can  not  be  suppressed,  it 
also  demoiistrat«'s  that  it  can  be  regulated,  and  directed  into  ehuii- 
nels  where  its  most  injurious  result.-*  can  be  eueo'Uilfn'd,  and  its 
dangerous  tendencies  either  entin'ly  arrested  or  innteriidly  weak- 
ened. This  is  the  |)oliey  to  which  civilized  roinniuuities  are  tend- 
ing, and  to  aid  the  movement  it  is'aei'dful  that  the  subject  be 
examined,  even  at  the  risk  of  the  world's  contumely. 

Ill  .some  of  the  eoiintries  of  Contiiientiil  Europr  the  I'xamina- 
tion  has  been  made,  and  the  natural  eous<.'quences  of  a  .seai'cliiiig 
and  jiliilosophieal  investigation  are  tliere-seen  in  legislation,  which 
aims  not  to  dnni  a  wild  torrent,  Imt  to  lead  it  when-  its  rage  may 
l)e  harmli's.sly  .^spent.  When  jt  mighty  rivrr  ovn-flows  its  banks, 
the  uncontrollable  flotxi  works  wide-spa'ud  ruin  and  dcvasiiition 
along  its  course ;  but  the  same  river,  confined  to  its  natural  chan- 
nel, may  be  of  immense  .scrvic-e  in  carrying  otf  a  vast  amount  of 
filth  and  debris  that  otherwise  would  caus«'  pestilence  and  death. 
In  this  WesU-m  heniisphrre,  and  in  the  mother-eountrv,  Anglo- 
Saxon  prudery  \\iia  stood  aloof  from  inquiring  into  a  vice  which 
every  one  admits  to  l>c  otfensive  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  j people, 
and  has  submitt^'d  to  an  aeeumulation  of  evils  rather  than  seek  to 
abate  them,  until  the  surt'ering  ami  flu'  wrong  have  Ix-eome  so 
boldly  detined  that  they  force  themselves  uj)on  the  public  eye. 

A.ssuredly  it  is  high  time  to  inaugurate  a  new  line  of  action; 
to  Cfist  asidi-  as  unworthy'  those  puerile  doubts  of  propriety  and 
expediency  which  have  stood  in  the  way  of  an  onward  |>rogres«. 
The  very  meaning  of  the  word  "  propriety"'  supplies  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  proptised  course.  Conventioitsdly.  it  has  been 
construed  to  mean  an  indefinite  .something  which  even,-  person 
has  moulded  to  suit  his  own  predilections.  Upon  the  .«ame  prin- 
ciple that  a  man  who  makes  his  living  dishonestly  would  consid- 
CT  it  a  glaring  impropriety  Ut  examine  the  laws  of  fraud,  has  the 
world  decided  it  an  outrage  against  propriety  to  inquire  into  a 
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vice  which  many  secretly  practice,  but  all  publicly  condema 
Reastjiiing  like  this  has  been  loo  often  applioil,  and  with  too  great 
an  efl'ect.  Caii  there  jxjssibly  be  an  impropriety  in  investigating 
a  vice  which  threatens  the  purity  and  |x^ace  of  the  community, 
btxyiusi-  in  so  doing  unplea-sant  facts  will  be  dijsclosed?  Is  there 
not  a  far  more  striking  inconsistency  in  supinely  allowing  the  same 
vice  to  exist  and  increase,  witliout  hinderance  or  exammation? 

Again:  it  mxvH  be  conceded  that  the  demands  of  propriety  are 
universjil.  They  are  not  restricted  tu  any  person  or  pluee,  but 
pre.«8  with  equal  force  upon  every  member  of  the  community  in 
i-very  possible  situation.  The  common  welfare  is  involved  in 
llieir  general  application,  and  he  well  merits  the  gcxnl  opinion  of 
his  fellow-men  who  points  them  to  a  case  where  propriety  is  out- 
raged, and  asks  their  aid  to  apply  tbe  remedy.  In  a  wor<i,7*rr>- 
prirty  demands  an  exposure  of  all  acts  of  hnjiropn'cti/,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  the  needfid  cuiv. 

Then  the  question  arises.  In  what  form  shitll  the  exposure  bt; 
made'/  Truth  admits  of  l)ut  one  n'j)lv.  It  nuist  be  so  explicit 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  meaning;  it  must  Ijo  so  guarded  as  not 
t<»  offend  in  its  apjilieation.  If  the  first  of  tliesi-  rtUes  is  not  ob- 
served, any  disclosure  will  be  worthless;  if  the  remarks  are  vague, 
indefinite,  or  generalized,  no  good  result  caiv  accrue.  Take  a  sim- 
)>lr  illu.stration.  It  conveys  no  detenninate  idea  to  a  benevolent 
luiiu  to  s;iy,  "There  is  di.stres8  in  a  cerUiin  city;"  but  point  him 
to  the  particular  locality,  and  give  him  the  pn-cise  circumstances, 
and  his  sympathy  is  at  once  aroused  and  effectively  exerted.  Tlie 
.same  rule  is  equally  applicable  to  a  monster  vice  and  to  an  indi- 
vidual hardship,  and  upon  this  principle  have  the  disclosures  of 
the  following  pages  been  ba-xed.  .The  Idea  has  bf'en  to  particu- 
larize sufficiently  to  draw  attention,  but  not  enough  to  gratify  a 
prurient  inclination ;  to  exhibit  the  evil  in  a  trutliful  aspect,  but 
not  in  a  fascinating  form.  None  can  doubt  tin-  truth  of  Pope's 
.well-known  lines: 

"  Vice  is  II  monster  of  so  frightful  mien, 
As,  to  be  bated,  needs  but  to  ho  A<een ; 
Yet  seen  t<io  oft,  faniiliar  with  her  fiuf. 
We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  L-Ltibrace." 

The  endeavor  should  be  to  fulfill  the  im)» nitive  demands  of  pro- 
priety, without  disturbing  the  conveutional  prejudices  implied  by 
the  same  word. 
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Then,  as  to  oxpedieucy,  or  llie  fitness  to  effect  some  good  end. 
It  must  be  admitted  tbat  the  mere  I'uet  of  proving  prostitution 
capable  of  control  is  a  good  object,  and  it  is  appaniit  that  such 
proof  can  not  be  aflbrded  wbile  the  vice  remains  a  m^rth.  Sonic- 
thing  must  be  known  oi'  its  haunts  and  its  customs  ere  any  one 
c;iu  decide  in  what  shape  u  supervisory  jxjwer  van  be  l)est  applied. 
This  knowledge  must  be  obtained  in  defiance  of  deep-rooted  prej- 
udices.  Commonplace  objections  about  the  danger  of  touching 
iiti],iure  objects  are  best  met  by  the  remark  th;d  to  the  pure  all 
things  are  pure.  Though  benevolence  may  at  times  lead  its  dev- 
otees through  seeues  wliere  moral  purity  is  shocked,  and  to  neigh- 
lK)rhoo<ls  where  filth  and  obscenity  vitiate  the  very  air  they 
breathe,  there  is  no  contJiinination  to  thase  whose  motives  are 
go<)<l.  Inexpediency  has  been  urged  as  often  and  as  falsely  as  im- 
prujiriety.  In  their  application  to  this  subject,  Ixiih  an-  perverted 
from  their  legitimate  meaning ;  both  are  made  subservient  to  a 
false  taste,  or  a  mawkish  sensibility  which  fears  to  encounter  an 
imaginary  danger. 

The  sal'ety  of  the  community,  so  far  as  its  sanitary  condition  is 
coneerned,  imj)erative!y  demands  an  inquiry  like  this.  It  is  no 
longer  necessary  to  pruve  tijat  sypbililie  Utlut  is  propagated  by 
the  direct  agency  of  prostitution.  That  fact  has  been  demon- 
strated years  ago,  and,  reasoning  from  it,  we  rightl\'  infer  that  the 
ravages  of  that  prison  can  be  checked  by  compelling  abandoned 
women  to  certain  judicious  observances.  One  thing  ijj  absolutely 
certain,  thai  the  ptiblic  health  can  not  be  endangered  by  the  inter- 
ference, aud  there  is  a  nuual  eeitaiuty  that  it  may  be  materially 
benefited.  The  value  of  this  investigation,  so  far  fis  relates  to 
jnirely  physical  quesiioiis,  consists  in  not  meivly  pointing  out 
where  the  evil  is,  but  in  showing  to  what  extent  it  exists?,  and  then 
contrasting  the  state  of  venereal  disease,  its  rapid  increase  and  aug- 
menting vindence  in  thi.s  countr\%  with  its  condition  in  those  na- 
tions wheri'  similar  investigations  have  n'sulteil  in  practical  metis- 
ures. 

Public  Siifety  imjx>r!itively  demands  this  investigation  as  a 
means  of  tnieing  the  liabitu.'il  re.«!<trt.-;  of  criminals.  It  is  not  nec- 
essary to  inform  any  man  conversnnt  with  city  life  that  houses  of 
ill  fame  are  the  common  resort  of  the  most  abandoned  of  the  male 
part  of  the  community.  There  the  assassin,  against  whost*  hand 
no  life  is  secure,  has  a  safe  retreat.  The  burglar,  who  commits 
his  depredations  under  cover  of  the  shade  of  night;  the  swindler, 
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who  defrauds  the  honest  trader  by  false  representations ;  the  coun- 
terfeiter, who  earns  a  precarious  living  by  his  unholy  trade — these 
hold  there  high  carnival.  There  they  meet  to  recount  their  ex- 
ploits and  divide  the  spoils ;  to  devise  ntjw  schemes  of  wicked- 
ness, or  lay  plans  by  which  simple  youths  muy  be  allured  to  vilest 
practices. 

There  is  another  phase  of  public  .sjitety  which  demands  this  in- 
vestigation, namely,  the  preservation  of  female  honor.  Those  who 
frequent  these  haunts  of  vice  are  forever  employed  in  ciisting  about 
snares  to  entrap  the  young,  the  unwary,  or  the  friendles.«  woman. 
They  tempt  her  to  minister,  to  their  libidinous  desires,  and  swell 
the  already  overcrowded  ranks  of  frailty.  While  these  resorts 
are  secret,  there  is  every  facility  for  such  infamous  conduct,  witli 
but  slight  probability  of  its  detection,  and  still  slighter  opportuni- 
ties for  prevention.  Thither,  too,  young  men,  and  even  boys,  arc 
inveigled  by  those  who  have  grown  old  in  vice,  and  there  are  they 
taught  the  horrid  mysteries  of  unhallowed  passion.  Many  a  prom- 
ising youth  has  left  such  haunts  as  these  not  only  with  a  mined 
c<.)n.stitution,  but  with  loss  of  character  and  honor;  many  whoso 
names  swell  the  criminal  records  of  the  day  date  their  liivt  step  in 
crime  from  the  hour  they  entt^red  a  common  brothel. 

Again  :  Public  safety  demands  this  investigation  because  of 
the  superior  opportiuiities  it  will  afford  to  reformatory  measures. 
Start  not  at  the  supposition  of  reforming  courtesans.  Tlicre  is 
hope  even  for  them,  for  they  are  human  being-s,  though  depraved. 
Their  hearts  throV)  with  the  samt>  .sympathies  that  move  the  more 
favored  of  their  sex.  Their  minds  are  susceptible  to  the  same 
emotions  as  those  of  other  females.  F'ew  of  them  become  vile 
from  natural  instincts :  poor  victims  of  circumstances,  many  of 
them  would  gladly  amend  if  the  proper  means  were  used  at  the 
proper  time. 

"  There  is  in  pvery  human  heart 
Some  n<it  <'iitirely  biirren  p.irt, 
Where  flowers  of  richest  !<cent  may  blow, 
And  fruit  in  gIoriou.s  sunlight  grow." 

This  consunnnation  can  be  achieved  only  when  the  pscudovirtue 
of  the  world  shall  yield  to  true  benevolence,  and  charity  be  in 
deed  what  it  professes  in  name. 

If  public  safety  is  tints  urgent,  private  interest  also  has  argu- 
men-s  in  favor  of  investigating. prostitution.     No  one  need  V)c 
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told  that  public  aid  is  required  to  give  medical  treatment  to  the 
uiifMrtunatc  men  aiid  women  tainted  by  this  vice;  nor  need  any 
oil).-  be  ussurod  that  such  aid,  administered  with  every  regard  to 
economy,  requires  yearly  a  large  portion  of  the  taxes  paid  by  in- 
dividuals. It  would  be  sheer  folly  to  assert  that  any  measures 
which  cun  follow  this  inquiry  will  be  efficacious  in  eradicating 
sypliilirt,  but  cxp«;ricnc*.!  proves  that  an  effective  supervision  would 
tuuirriuliy  abate  its  influence,  render  it  curable  in  a  much  shoiter 
Hpace  of  time,  and  reduce  the  expenses  for  each  patient  in  a  cor- 
rcs|Kjndiug  ratio. 

Another  large  claim  upon  the  public  funds  arises  from  the 
necessity  of  employing  an  extensive  judicial  and  police  organ- 
i;iation  to  deal  with  the  crime  and  the  criminals  generated  and 
fosUTcd  in  houses  of  ill  fame.  Nests  of  vice  as  they  are  now  in 
flu'ir  darkness  and  seclusion,  it  would  be  impossible  to  suppose 
a  more  fitting  uurst'ry  for  crime,  or  one  whence  more  criminals 
would  cnuiuatc.  As  with  disease,  so  with  crime.  It  can  not  be 
.><u])|>rcsscd  by  placing  its  retreats  under  public  notice,  but  it  can 
b(-  watched,  and,  once  brought  to  the  light  of  day,  half  its  dangers 
and  difficulties  become  surmountable. 

Finally,  private  interest  demands  this  investigation  on  mere 
private  grounds — the  individual  and  personal  expenses  caused  by 
di.««'n.x«'8  contract^Hl  by  debauchery.  There  is  the  money  a  work- 
ing man  nmst  pay  for  his  cure :  this  is  his  share  of  the  los^. 
Tlicn"  is  the  unproductive  time,  and  the  loss  of  profits  upon  his 
lab«>r:  this  is  his  employer's  sacrifice.  There  is  the  deprivation 
of  comforts  and  necessaries  experienced  by  his  family  and  de- 
{MMidcnts:  this  is  their  ptnialty.  Society  is  thus  involved  in  a 
jtontTul  loss  on  account  of  an  act  of  folly,  or  passion,  or  crime 
(call  it  which  you  please),  committed  in  a  concealed  and  secret 
haunt,  and  such  loss  could  be  saved  by  the  intervention  of  proper 
means. 

(\)nunon  scnst>  asks  for  a  full  investigation  of  all  the  evUs 
attending  prostitution.  In  the  every -day  aftaii-s  of  life,  any  nxan 
who  ftvls  the  pn^ssun*  o{  a  particular  evil  looks  at  once  for  its 
cause.  lie  may  Ix*  neither  a  phikwophor  nor  a  logician,  and  may 
never  have  hoanl  of  or  n'ad  any  of  the  luminous  treatises  which 
j>i'ofesse<lly  simplif^v  scionoe,  yot  ho  knows  very  well  that  for  every 
ertW't  then*  must  l>e  s<ime  adequate  cause,  and  for  this  he  gener- 
ally .•*earohi>3  diligently  till  he  can  find  and  nnnove  it.  But  here, 
in  the  city  of  Now  York,  is  a  {topulation  who  claim  to  be  as 


INTRODUCTION. 


25 


inteOigent  as  any  on  the  WesUTu  continent,  who  luive  been  for 
years  suffering  from  the  effecti*  of  a  vice  in  purse  and  person ; 
who  Lave  paid  and  are  paying  every  year  large  aama  of  money 
on  account  of  it;  who  witness  every  day  some  broken  constitu- 
tion or  ruined  character  resulting  from  it.  and  who  yet  have  uev- 
er  thought  of  seeking  out  the  cause !  Is  it  now  too  late  to  enlist 
your  sympathies  in  the  undertaking? 

Hence  we  conclude  that  propriety,  expediency,  public  safety, 
private  interest,  and  eouinion  sense  demand  an  investigation  like 
this  now  submitted  to  the  reader.  And  what  ia  the  argument 
brought  forward  to  opp<Jse  it?  The  world's  scorn — "this  scorn 
being  only  a  sort  of  tinseled  cloak  to  its  deformed  weakness." 
But  is  not  this  scorn  powerless  against  the  array  of  favoring  mo- 
tives? Will  it  stand  the  test  of  comparison  with  any  one  of  them, 
much  leas  of  all  ?  Is  not  its  influence  lost  when  its  real  character 
is  known?  The  reckless  carelessness  which  has  suflfered  a  gnaw- 
ing vic<?  to  increa.se  and  multiply,  which  has  f)ermitted  a  deadly 
U|jas-tree  to  take  nxjt  and  blossom  in  the  conununity  until  its 
poisonous  exhalations  threaten  universal  infection;  which  has, by 
its  actual  indifference,  fostered  vice,  promoted  seduction,  peqjet- 
ualed  disease,  and  cntaileil  death  ;  shall  this  deformed  weakne&s 
now  raise  its  trembling  hands,  and  exjiilnt  its  tottering  frame, 
and  lift  its  puny  voice  to  forbid  an  examination  into  the  sources 
of  the  danger?  Has  not  the  fingt^r  of  this  scorn  too  long  forbid 
the  search  for  truth  ?  Hsis  not  the  hour  arrived  when  truth  will 
Biwak  trumjjet-tongued,  and  when  her  voice  must  be  heai^d? 

Now  the  question  will  urise,  Hjis  the  world's  indifference  pro- 
•liiceil  these  evils?  I'ntlouhtedly  it  has,  and  in  the  following 
manner :  Laws  have  W-vu  placed  u[K>n  the  statute-lxK>k  declaring 
prostitutes,  and  hous<\s  of  prostitution,  and  all  who  live  by  such 
means,  illegal  and  immoral.  There  the  law  yet  staniis.  At  un- 
certain intervals  some  poor  and  friendless  woman  is  arrested  as  a 
vagrant,  and,  to  appciuse  the  offended  majesty  of  law,  she  is  sent  to 
prison,  a  scapegoat  for  five  thousand  of  her  class.  It  also  .some- 
times happens  that  another  woman  equally  guilty,  but  with  money 
or  influence,  is  arresti>d  at  the  same  time  and  for  the  siuue  offense, 
and  before  slie  reaches  the  prison  walls  a  legal  quibble  has  been 
raisi-d  and  she  is  free.  Is  there  no  culpable  indifference  in  this? 
Houses  of  prostitution  are  pro.scril>ed  by  law.  How  many  of  them 
are  e.ver  indicted,  or,  if  indicted,  iiuw  many  are  suppressed  ?  This, 
t«vi,  is  owing  to  crinuual  neglect,  and  it  is  aggravated  by  the  in- 
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jurious  effects  arising  from  the  mere  circumstance  of  a'lowing  a 
law  to  exist,  and  making  no  efforts  to  enforce  it.  The  character 
of  a  people  is  judged,  not  by  the  laws  that  are  made,  but  bv  the 
strictness  with  which  those  that  do  exist  are  enforced  and  ob- 
served. In  regard  to  the  first,  there  may  be  exhibited  an  acute 
perception  of  an  existing  evil,  and  a  desire  to  reform  it  by  legisla- 
tion ;  but  a  second  glance  may  reveal  no  wish  to  make  this  legis- 
lation effective.  In  the  special  matter  of  prostitution,  the  opinion 
is  expressed  elsewhere  that  prohibitory  laws  are  worse  than  iise- 
le.s.«,  and  in  the  experience  of  New  York  City  there  is  nothing  to 
shake  that  opinion,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  efforts  made 
to  enforce  them  are  so  "  few  and  far  between.*'  Had  existing 
laws  been  more  vigorously  enforced,  their  inefficiiney  wonkl  long 
since  have  been  nmch  better  understood  than  it  now  is.  and  j>eo- 
ple  would  hot  have  rest«?d  under  the  delu.sion  that  every  thing 
ncce-ssary  has  been  done. 

There  are  yet  other  cases  of  culpable  indifference.  These  sann? 
proscribed  hou.ses  of  prostitution  are  suffered  to  exi.'st  uncontrol- 
led, and  to  spread  disease  and  increase  crime  and  vagrancy  in  all 
parts  of  the  city.  It  has  been  generally  conceded  that  they  can 
not  be  suppressiMl.  What  effort  hjus  been  made  to  hold  in  cheek 
their  baneful  influence?  None — literally  none.  The  statesman 
has  looked  on  appalled  at  an  evil  of  whose  magnitude  he  eon  Id 
form  no  correct  idea;  the  clerg\'man  has  hesitated  to  encoimter 
tho.se  who  he  judged  would  not  respectfully  r'-eeive  his  a'li;ioni- 
tions;  the  mas.ses  of  six'iety  have  shrunk  from  considering  a  siili- 
jeet  which  was  rejitignant  and  dista.steful.  Is  there  no  gtiilty  in- 
•liffen-nee  in  this?  There  can  be  but  one  answer  to  this  unery; 
I'lit  one  opinion  as  to  tlx-  share  this  general  ajiathy  has  had  in 
fostering  the  evil. 

To  substitute  for  this  apathy  a  healthy  action  is  tho  object  of 
thi-:  investigation.  It  is  but  the  means  tt>  an  end.  In  tlnni- 
Sflves,  as  mere  matters  of  information,  the  facts  and  deductions 
])res('nted  in  the  following  pages  can  do  nothing  but  demonstrate 
the  ncces.sity  of  exertion ;  but  of  this  necessity  they  do  alVi>rd 
overwhelming  den)onstration. 

Thus  much  for  the  general  arguments  as  to  the  nec(^«.sity  ol' ,i 
work  of  this  nature  There  are  other  special  and  local  eansi's 
which  led  to  its  aceoiu]ili.shm<'nt  in  the  jiresent  form. 

••Tli'(ioveriiors  of  the  Alms-Ilouse  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New  York."  or.  as  they  are  more  generally  known.  "The  Ten 
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Governors,"  is  a  body  willed  into  existeuce  by  an  act  of  tue  State 
LegL-<lature  passed  April  6,  1849,  specially  to  take  charge  of  the 
vagrant  and  pauper  institutions  of  the  city.  The  present  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  are  the  following  well-known  citizens:' 

0.  GoDFBKY  GCUTHER,  E.*|.,  Preitideill. 

ISiUC  .J.  UuvER,  Esq.,  Secielary. 
Washington  Smith,  Ran.  Daniel  F.  Tiuniaun,  Esq. 

Anthony  Dugru,  Bsq.  Joiieph  S.  Ta^-lor.  Em{. 

Cornelius  V.  Anderaon,  Esq.  P.  G.  Moloney,  E!»q. 

I:>aac  Tovnsend,  Elaq.  ,     Benjamin  F.  Pinckney,  B!sq. 

A:  the  lime  thesj  iiiVL-atigiUiona  comniencftl  two  otluT  prom- 
iueni  men  were  also  members  of  the  organization,  Hon.  Edward 
C.  West  (now  Surrogate  of  the  city)  and  Simeon  Drajjer,  Esq. 
Hiitb  of  thesb  gentlemen  had  8er\'cd  as  President  of  tlie  Board 
t'f  (iovern>.i"s  with  honor  to  themselvejs  and  satisfaction  to  their 
colleagues  and  the  public;  both  took  a  lively  interest  in  thc^  pro- 
jected inquiry,  and  to  both  am  I  indebted  fur  much  valuable  as- 
sistance. 

The  act  establishing  the  Board  of  Governors  assigned  to  them, 
with  their  other  duties,  tJif  mttlical  cure  of  aU  persona  who  had  con- 
trtu-ttd  iii/ectioiin  diseases  iu  Oie  practice  of  debauchery,  and  who  re- 
ijiiired  diariUible  aid  to  restore  Utem  lu  health.  The  result  was  that 
a  very  large  number  of  persons,  both  male  and  female,  chargeable 
to  the  citizens  of  New  York  through  the  medium  of  the  institu 
tions  on  Blackwell's  Island,  came  under  their  cognizance,  and  they 
Ix'came  convinctxl  that  some  measures  were  necessary  in  connec- 
tion therewith. 

Individual  members  hafl  held  this  opinion  for  some  time  before 
any  official  Jiction  was  taken,  and  foremost  among  such  was  Gov- 
ernor Isaac  Townstmd.  This  gentleman  w^u<^  one  of  the  originally 
apjiointed  Governors,  and  has  been  connected  with  the  Board  by 
n-election  ever  since — a  circumstance  which  made  him  perfectly 
acquainted  with  all  the  workings  of  the  present  system,  and  to 
hun  the  public  is  indebted  for  the  conception  of  this  undertakmg. 
For  years  has  he  labored  to  bring  about  this  result,  with  an  in- 

'  Sinc«  tliii'  intnxlncttnn  wax  written  (1857)  some  rhanp>8  hare  taken  place  in 
Uie  t'uibiitiititjn  <if  ilie  Btmril  of  GoTernors,  The  eli'ciion  of  Mr.  Tieiimnn  to  tb« 
MAVorulty  raiised  n  vacancy  which  is  now  filled  by  P.  MeElroy,  !•><).,  and  tlic  r«»- 
ipnalion  and  fiuWqiient  death  of  Mr.  Taylor  hu  reaolted  in  the  electioo  of  WUliMi 
T.  Pinkney,  Eaq. 

'  Now  (la^H)  President  of  the  atard. 

'  Now  (18.58)  .Secretary  of  the  Bouri 
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doimtable  oiK-rgy  and  perseverance  equaled  nnjy  by  his  known 
benevolcuce  aud  honesty  of  fjuijiusc.  fl.-  tViiiULiiily  iiiiidc  die 
practicability  ol'  t^ueh  u  measure  tbc  tjubjett  ol'  conversation  with 
the  gtfntlenian  who  preceded  me  as  Resident  Physician  of  Black- 
Well's  Island,  and,  on  my  Hpjiointiiu'nt  (1853),  the  siilijirt  was 
again  m-ged  by  him ;  nor  could  I  be  unaware  of  itj«  iniixtrtance. 
No  official  action  was  taken  until  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1855.  At  that  time  Mr.  Towiwend  was  President  nf  the  Board, 
and  one  of  his  first  acts  in  that  capacity  was  to  submit  a  list  of  in- 
terrogatories on  the  subject,  which  were  adopted  and  transmitted 
to  me.     I  transcribe  them  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board: 

"At  a  meeting;  cif  tlio  Bonrd  i>f  C}<ivemors  of  the  Alnis-House.  held  Jan- 
naiy  23, 1855,  die  following  interrogaturiea  wei-e  presented  by  thu  Presi- 
dent: 

"  1.  Wlmt  projwrtitin  <if  tlie  iriiuutiw  of  tlie  institutions  (in  Blackwelt's 
Islflnd  under  ymir  niwlicid  tliargu  ai-e,  in  jour  ojiiuion,  dirci'tly  ur  indirectly 
buffering  from  sypliilis? 

"  2.  Are,  or  ure  not,  the  numlh'r  of  snch  inuiutes  stoiidily  on  the  increase  ? 

"  3.  Do  not  jHitients  in  tlie  diH'i'riiUt  institntions,  particuluily  in  the  Peni- 
tentiary Hos]pitaI,  often  leave  before  the  disease  is  cured,  m  that  they  are 
liable  to  iiifeet  other  jiersuns  after  their  dejiartui'e? 

"  4.  Arc  U'lt  the  ottspring  of  piireuts  uffetted  with  constitutional  sj-pliilis 
subject  to  many  diseases  of  !ik(!  elmriieter,  wliieh  ciiuse  them  to  Wcouie  a 
churgc  ujion  the  city  for  lonp  [icriiMls  of  time,  ami  ofti-u  for  life! 

"  5.  Wliat  are  your  views  in  reference  to  the  best  means  of  checking  und 
decreasing  this  disease,  and  what  plan,  in  your  fipinion,  «i>uld  be  ado|itcd  to 
relieve  New  York  Tity  of  the  euonuous  unionnt  of  misery  and  exjieuse 
caused  by  syphilis  ? 

"  6.  You  will  reply  in  fall  to  the  above  queries  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

**  Reaolred,  That  ii  copy  of  the  above  be  sent  to  the  Resident  Physician, 
Blackwell's  Island." 

To  reply  to  these  questions,  especially  to  the  fifth,  I  discovered 
that  it  would  be  requisite  tt>  extend  my  investigations  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  instiludous  on  Blackwell's  L*land.  This  idea  wiis 
communicated  to  President  Townseud,  who  joined  me  in  appre- 
ciating the  necessity  of  such  a  movement.  lie  also  was  the  means 
tif  interesting  Mayor  Wood  and  other  officers  of  the  city  in  the  in- 
vestigation as  subsequently  carried  on,  while  his  continued  exer- 
tions and  earnest  support  aided  mcgenenilly  in  the  prost-cution  of 
the  labor,  aud  merit  my  most  sincere  auu  grateful  ackiiowledg 
ftentji 
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The  stc'ps  thus  taken  are  fully  detailed  in  llie  following  htu  c 
to  the  Board  of  Governors,  that  letter,  or  preliniiuarv  report,  hav- 
ing been  cidled  for  in  eonueetion  with  the  i'i']x)rt.s  from  the  Med- 
ical Board  ol'  liellevue  Hospital,  and  from  the  Keriideut  Physieian 
of  Randall's  Island,  which  will  be  found,  in  exleiuso,  in  Chapter 
XXXVIl.uftlii8  work:' 

"  Isaac  Towxsend,  Esq.,  Prtsident  of  Iht  Board  of  Governort. 

"  ItEAB  SiK, — III  reply  to  your  letter  itskitig  for  answers  t«>  i-crtain  inter- 
rogatorif.sou  the  subject  of  pru^titutioii  and  itj<  disease:;.  I  have  to  xtate  thiit 
I  am  nut  prepareil  to  report,  uur  can  I  do  so  tor  wiuie  eonsiderable  loiigtL  of 
time  ti>  eonie. 

"  Had  I  eoiitiued  myself  to  simply  uimwering  tliu  (jnerics  proimiiudLKl  us 
fvimrds  the  institutioiu  under  my  iiu<dical  clmrge,  simply  given  you  the  gross 
nmnl>ers.  with  the  percentJigcs  of  those  who  have  suffered  or  arc  now  suffer- 
ing fnim  venereal  diseasi',  such  reply  eould  have  been  .«ent  to  you  Inng  ago. 
A  refiort  of  this  kind  from  this  department  would  have  been  looked  ujwn 
by  tlie  publie  at  largo  a.s  eimtaining  the  history  of  nearly  all  the  prostitu- 
tion in  the  i-ity.  and  piirticularly  would  a  majority  of  the  public  have  be- 
liev«l  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  disease  resulting  fitmi  prr>slitution 
liiuud  it.s  liome  here.  .*^uch  is  not  the  fact.  Great  as  is  the  imiabtT  of 
prostitutes  annually  .sent  here,  and  enormtaia  rm  is  the  number  of  cases  of 
venereal  disease  yearly  treated  hero,  yet  these  eomjxwe  but  a  siiaiU  fraction 
of  the  sum  total  actually  existing  in  this  city.  There  are  but  few  more 
profititutcs  on  the  island  than  are  to  be  found  on  the  same  number  of  acres 
in  certain  ]X)rtions  of  the  city  ;  and  as  tor  the  venereal  disea^,  why,  gentle- 
men, the  island  hiLs  the  advantage.      It  Li  the  least  dangerous  locality. 

"  Believing  these  Ut  be  fads,  I  eould  not  bring  myself  to  think  that  any 
practical  gix>d  would  be  acc«iiiiji!isLcMl  by  giving  you  the  statistics  of  these 
institutioiLs  alone.  It  would  have  been  merely  doing  what  has  hccn  done 
l)efon\and  would  have  yieldeil  no  additional  iuforuiritiou  for  your  guidance. 
But  it  ajijiearcd  to  me  that  the  time  had  come  when  your  attt^ntion  might 
be  wlicited  to  the  various  ^ts  attending  the  aggregate  prnetitutioti  of  the 
city;  for.  despite  all  our  'irohibitory  laws,  it  is  a  fact  which  can  not  be 
(juestioned  or  denied  that  this  vice  is  attaining  a  position  and  extent  in 
this  eomnnmity  which  can  not  be  viewed  without  alann.  It  has  more  than 
kept  \^ucf  with  the  growth  of  our  city.  Unlike  the  vice  of  a  few  years  since, 
it  no  longer  txjnfiiH's  it.solf  to  secrecy  and  darkness,  but  boldly  strides  through 
our  most  thronged  and  elegant  thoroughfare.'*,  and  there,  in  the  broad  light 
of  the  sun,  it  jostbs  the  pure,  the  virtuou.s,  and  the  gutsl.     It  is  in  your 

'  To  exjilain  the  a)i|>areiit  Rolccimn  of  Hddrnwini;  a  letter  to  Presitlcni  Townsonii, 
dcioilinir  action*  in  which  he  had  tnken  mi  im|Hinani  a  part,  ir  may  ht;  necessar)-  to 
ta;  iliul  a  suiiidiii^  order  of  the  Board  of  Guvernurs  requires  all  ottiiial  corri»)X'nd- 
•itcr  with  iliero  lo  he  addrcMcd  to  ihrir  Preoidcnr. 
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gay  streets,  and  in  your  quiet,  home-like  «tr*et« ;  it  is  in  your  squares,  and 
in  your  siiburkin  retreats  and  summer  rewrts;  it  is  in  your  theatres,  your 
openi,  your  liotcli* ;  luy,  it  is  even  intruding  itself  into  the  private  circles, 
and  slowly  but  >-teadily  extending  its  p<)iioil«  known  but  to  few,  and  entirely 
un.«iLv|)ecte(l  liy  the  majority  of  oiu"  citizens.  Tin-  whole  niachituTj  of  the 
law  hiiK  been  turned  against  these  females  without  success* ;  its  only  result 
having  been  a  reiwlve,  on  their  part,  to  confront  society  with  the  charge  of 
har!<h,  cruel,  and  unjui«t  treatment. 

"  Froiu  thi-HL-  e<inMideration><,  I  felt  it  tny  duty  to  obtain  al!  the  facts 
which  luuM  |iossil)ly  be  collected  having  iiiiy  ivliitiun  to  the  vice  in  »|ues. 
tion,  u.ssiircd  timt  you  wen-  desirous  of  tAkitig  a  tiinifireheuMive  view  of  it ; 
and  hence  the  resolve,  if  po^ible,  to  tnioe  (u  the  fountain  head  pro^^titiition 
and  its  attendant  diiMase^,  m  a-s  to  l)e  eiuibleJ  to  bring  the  >iibject  before 
you  in  u  form  which  should  exhibit  it  in  its  pn)pe/  colors  and  dimensions. 

"The  GrKt  step  in  this  investigfttion  was  to  oblnin  ample  and  reliable 
information  of  the  extent  of  the  vice  as  it  exists  outside  of  these  dopart- 
ment* — a  step  which  would  have  been  Ix-yond  my  |K)W«  r  alone.  From  the 
bold  and  rffonnatory  stand  which  his  lioiinr  Mayor  W.khI  had  takfii  in 
reganl  to  many  matters  couneoted  with  our  city  goveinuiont,  it  wa.s  be- 
lieved that  he  would  render  his  assiatance  if  convinceil  of  the  propriety  and 
pros-|x>ctive  a-efulness  of  the  investigation,  and  tin  result  of  an  ujipliealiim 
by  Fn?sidcnt  Isaac  Townsend  to  his  honor  folly  justified  the  cuiTiTtui'ss  ctf 
this  supjiositiou.  He  was  foimd  not  only  willing  to  aid  in  this  great  work, 
hut  fully  alive  to  its  necessity  and  importance.  The  plan  adopted  to  for- 
ward the  iu(|uiry  was  to  take  a  tt'aMis  of  the  city,  so  fiir  as  regards  pros-ti- 
tutioii,  including  the  nunilx-r  of  houses  nf  [irostitutinn  ;  the  number  of 
pro;<titutes ;  the  causes  which  led  them  to  become  such  ;  iheir  ages,  habits, 
biitli-plaees,  early  history,  eduuatiou,  religious  instnietion,  occupation,  etc., 
and  which  census  is  now  being  taken  by  the  fhief  nt'  I'lilice,  George  W. 
Mat.s<:'ll,  Hsi|.,  and  the  Taptains  of  Police. 

*'  Simultaneously  with  this,  inquiries  are  also  being  prosecuted  concerning 
the  extent  of  venereal  disea.so  in  New  York,  wliieh  will  atfonl  interesting 
information.  Tliis,  of  course,  will  be  done  without  indiviihi;il  iximsuru, 
nor  will  tlu!  rejiort,  when  completed,  assume  the  funu  of  a  gnide-lxMik  by 
which  persons  can  find  houses  of  itl  fame,  I  am  desimas  of  obtaining  the 
aggregate  fact*  of  the  viee,  and  shall  t>e  cautious  to  take  no  steiKi  toward 
gratifying  a  prurient  curiosity  or  lacerating  a  rauklinj;  weiund. 

"When  these  facts  are  tx-fore  yon,  they  will  Ix'  tln-irown  argument  for 
the  necessity  of  action. 

*'  T  do  not  troubl*  you  on  this  owasion  with  any  remarks  n|i<)H  the  deadly 
nature  of  the  venereal  ptisou,  but  when  you  are  informe<l  a.>  to  the  facilities 
for  its  diflFusion  will  be  the  proper  time  to  do  so.  Neither  would  it  be 
iionsistent  with  this  stage  of  the  inquiry  to  enter  into  anv  discussion  as  to 


i 


INTKODUrTlON. 


31 


the  plaD«  that  oould  be  adopted  in  mitigation  of  the  vice;  for  although 
prohibitorv  mi-iL<urLS  have  failed  to  suppress, oi"  even  check  it,  yet,  until  its 
full  extent  is  known,  I  do  not  imagine  that  you  would  deem  it  prudent  to 
Bttempt  to  grapple  u  monster  whose  strength  was  not  fully  iiscertain«d. 

"  You  perceive  that  to  obtain  all  the  infiirniation  necessarj-  on  this  mat- 
ter will  be  a  work  requiring  both  time  and  lalior,  and  I  respt*ctfully  ask 
your  forbearance,  with  the  assurance  that  I  will  lay  tbe  result  of  my  in- 
quiries before  yovt  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  and  with  the  hope 
that  the  magnitude  and  iiuitortanue  of  the  subject  will  be  an  apolog\'  for 
the  time  to  which  it  is  new'ssarily  protracted. 

"  I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  resjiectfully, 
"  WtUJAU  W.  Sanger,  litmUitt  Physician,  BlackmlPs  Jslaml." 

Ti)  :iid  the  pulici-  otlicei-s  in  the  duty  nl'  taking  tbe  ei'iisii.s  al- 
luded to  above,  a  schedule  of  questions  wa-s  prepared.'  This  was 
8ubmitt«fd  to  the  Board  of  Governors  bv  Governor  Townsend,  and 
a  resolution  was  adopted  at  their  meeting  i)f  Oetober  23d,  lS55, 
aanetioning  the  plan  adopted,  and  authorizing  him  to  Lave  a  sut- 
ticient  number  oi"  copies  printed.  The  mayor,  the  district  attor- 
ney, the  chief  i>f  police,  and  tin-  eapt.iins  of  the  .m-vend  districts, 
willingly  and  zcidously  c<)-optTat<.'d  with  Governor  Townsend  and 
nivfleif,  and  every  pos,sible  exertion  was  used  to  obtain  accurate 
and  extensive  information.  It  bccanu-  my  duty  to  lussist  the  ofH- 
cers  in  the  execution  of  their  ta.sk,  and  I  am  thus  enabled  to  speak 
with  certainty  a.s  to  the  authenticity  of  the  .statisticjs  given,  which 
were  mainly  collected  unthr  iny  oirn  obaerviUiun. 

I  gladly  avail  myself  of  the  pn>scnt  opportunity  to  record  my 
obligations  for  services  rendered  by  his  honor  Fernando  Wood, 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York;  George  W.  Mitt.sell,  Esip,  Chief 
of  Police ;  ami  to  the  C.ipt^ins  of  Police  in  the  dillcreut  wards  of 
the  city,  namely. 

12tli  ward. 
I3th     •• 


Capt.  Michael  Halpin. 

'•  .Iamc.>  Li?onard,          2d  '* 

"  James  A.  P.  Hopkin.'t,  3d  « 

"  J.  .Murray  l>ieelieft,    4th  « 

"  Daniel  Ciiqu-nter,       .oth  " 

"  Jotieph  I>owhng.         6th  " 

-  Edward  Letts.            "th  •< 

"  Charles  .S.  TunibuU,  8th  " 

"  Abnibam  .\ekennan,  9th  •' 

"  George  W.  Norriss     lOtli  " 

"  Peter  Squirea,           11th  " 


Ist  ward.  Tajit.  Galen  T.Porter, 


•lolin  K.  Ku.ssell. 
David  Kis.sntr.  14th 
Tmirge  \V.  Dilks.  15tli 
JohnD.  M-Kee,  16th 
J.W.  Hartt,  nth 

George  \V.\Valling,  18th 
Francis  J .  Twomey,  1  'Jtli 
Thomas  Ilamiegau,  2Uth 
Francis  C.  Speight,  21st 
Daniel  Witter,         22d 


See  Cliiiptrr  XXXII.  for  thi-se  iiir-slinn^. 
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To  Captains!  Ilalpiii,  Ilupkins,  Ditchett,  Carpenter,  Dowling,  Lette^ 
Turnbull,  Kissnt-r,  and  Dilks,  in  whose  wanls  is  found  the  great- 
e.st  aiiioiiijt  of  prostitution,  and  upon  whom  fell  the  largest  share 
of  Itibor,  I  Hill  more  particuluriy  indebted. 

The  necessary  particulars  were  finally  obtained,  and  are  em- 
bodied in  Chapters  XXXII.  to  XXXVII.  of  this  work,  hut  there 
WHS  still  an  imjwrtant  point  to  determine,  niunely,  what  had  been 
done  elsewhere,  and  what  was  the  result  of  such  action,  to  cheek 
prostitution  and  diminish  the  ravage.-  of  venereal  disease.  The 
Continent  uf  Eanjpe  presented  a  field  H>r  this  inquiry,  and  to  it  I 
turned  for  the  information  required,  which  is  given  in  the  various 
chapters  devoteil  to  the  sever xl  countries  in  such  ;i  form  as  to 
show  the  measures  which  have  beei.  tnken,  the  etfeet,  and  the 
caufaes  whieh  led  to  legislative  interference,  contrasted  with  those 
other  paj-ts  of  the  world  where,  as  yet,  no  ren.idial  plans;  hitve 
been  tried,  nolwithstjinding  the  necessity  which  cali.'^  for  them. 

The  reader  is  now  in  possession  of  the  facts  wliieh  led  to  thi.s 
inquirv.  Is  it  too  much  to  iisk  his  attention  to  the  analysis  and 
exhibition  of  prostitution  jis  it  is  at  the  pres<^nt  time,  he  being  well 
assured  that  no  assertions  will  be  made  that  are  not  supported  by 
gootl  authority,  nor  any  conclusions  drawn  from  doubtful  prem- 
ises? 

So  far  as  New  York  alone  is  concerned,  the  evil  is  known  to  a' 
larj/e  {lortion  of  her  citizens,  iJthongh  its  ramilicutious  are  but 
Vtry  inijK'rfectly  underst<Hxl ;  and  the  endeav<jr  will  Ix'  to  present 
all  possible  information  on  the  matter,  and  to  give  a  truthful,  im- 
exaggerated  picture  of  the  depravity.  DisagR>;ibli-  a.s  this  must 
Ih?  from  the  nature  of  (he  tiu^k,  it  is  hopeful  from  ;i  belief  that  tho 
result  will  tend  to  public  goixi. 

One  of  the  most  painfully  inten'-stingbi-anehes  of  the  inquiry  \3 
that  relating  to  the  ages  of  the  unlbrtunute  women.  Their  num- 
ber includes  many  who  are  but  mere  children  ;  who  but  recently 
knelt  at  a  mother's  side,  and  in  infantile  aeeents  breathed  a  pray- 
er to  the  Almiglity ;  who  but  recently  sprang  with  eager,  joyous 
bound  to  the  returning  footsteps  of  a  fother :  who,  in  a  happy  and 
innocent  home,  have  but  recently  given  promise  of  a  bright  and 
virtuous  life.  Therein  are  also  included  many  who  were  deprived 
by  death  of  their  natuml  protectors,  and  who,  thus  left  unwatehed 
and  uneared  f(ir,  have  fallen  before  the  destmyer  ere  yet  the  age 
of  womanhood  was  reached. 

The  places  of  their  birth  form  an  interesting  subject  for  consid- 
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eration.  In  this  land  the  frigid  North  and  sunny  South,  the  busy 
East  and  fertile  West  have  each  eoutributed  their  quota,  while 
foreign  countries  have  sent  large  numbers  to  swell  the  mournful 
aggregate. 

The  most  usefVd  portion  of  the  subject  will  be  found,  it  is  imag- 
ined, in  replies  to  ihe  question,"  What  wsis  the  cause-  «>t  >oui  be- 
connng  a  prostitute  ?"  These  tend  to  expose  the  concealed  vices 
of  mankind,  and  to  prove  that  inuuy  of  the  unfortunate  victims 
are  "  more  sinned  against  than  sinning."  Among  the  rejisons  as- 
signed for  a  deviation  froin  the  paths  of  virtue  arc  some  which 
tell  of  man's  deceit ;  others,  where  the  machinations  employed  to 
eflect  the  purpose  raise  a  bhi-sh  for  liunuuiity;  others,  where  u 
wife  was  sacrificed  by  the  iiian  who  had  sworn  before  God  anil  in 
the  presence  of  men  to  protect  her  through  life ;  others,  where 
parents  have  urged  or  commanded  this  course,  and  are  now  liv- 
ing on  the  proceeds  of  their  ebildren's  shame,  or  where  an  abuse 
of  parental  authority  has  produced  tlie  same  effect ;  and  others 
still,  where  women,  already  depraved,  have  been  the  means  of 
leading  their  fellow-women  to  disgrace.  A  bare  allu.sion  to  these 
wrongs  is  sickening;  but,  while  the  gangrene  of  prostitution  is  rap- 
idly extending  thri>u|/li  .socitty,  it  Ix-eomes  an  imperative  duty  to 
exauuue  its  cau.s.'S  ei)ni[)li'trly  and  impartially. 

Another  prolific  source  of  female  depravity  will  be  exhibited 
by  the  several  tables  showing  the  description  of  employment  piir- 
ftiled,  and  the  wages  received  by  wuineu  pn-vious  to  their  fall,  and 
it  will  be  a  question  for  the  political  economist  to  decide  how  far 
mere  business  considerations  should  be  an  apology  on  the  y>art  of 
employers  for  a  reduction  in  their  rates  of  remuneration,  and 
whether  the  saving  of  a  small  percentage  on  wages  is  not  more 
than  conntcrlialanoed  by  the  enonneins  amount  of  taxation  eii- 
force<l  ou  thi'  [Hiblie  at  large  to  defray  the  expen.ses  iiicuiivd  on 
account  of  a  sysU-m  of  vice  which  is  the  diRX!t  result,  in  many 
cases,  of  insiiflScieni  compensation  tor  honest  labor. 

In  conclusion,  it  must  not  V>e  as-sumed  that  the  information 
collected  from  two  tlmusand  women  in  New  York  City  relates  to 
ull  the  prostitutes  tlierein.  The  many  difficulties  surrounding  the 
investigation,  and  especiall}*  the  secrecy  to  which  prohibitoiy  laws 
have  driven  this  class  of  persons,  rendered  the  Uisk  impos.sible; 
jut,  from  tlie  best  information  that  could  be  obtaintnl  of  those 
rhose  knowledge  of  the  vice  was  derived  from  actual  ex|>erienc-e, 
it  is  imagined  that  the  replies  represent  about  two  fifths  of  the 
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total  number."  They  are  pivseiited  with  full  coniideiice  m  their 
general  authenticity,  and  may  be  verj'  reasonably  concluded  to 
offer  a  fair  average  of  the  whole.  They  unques^tionably  exhibit 
an  appalling  amount  of  depravity  and  consequent  wretchedness, 
witli  but  very  few  redeeming  features,  and  present  mournful  sub- 
jects for  reflection  to  all  cltisses,  with  forcible  arguments  for  re- 
medial measures.  Without  this  end  in  prospect  it  would  have 
been  scarcely  justifiable,  at  least  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  to  in- 
stitute this  inquiry  or  make  these  disclosures;  but  it  certainly 
may  be  reasonably  inferred  that  many  will  fei?l  sufficient  interest 
in  the  advauet'  of  virtue  to  aid  in  the  mitigation  of  this  enormous 
vice  which  threatens  all  S(x;ial  relations;  which  has  already  in- 
troduced physical  suftering  into  so  manj'  families ;  and  the  influ- 
ence of  which,  increasing  in  a  direct  ratio  to  its  existence,  will 
verv'  probably  extend  its  malignant  poison,  mental  and  bodily, 
into  all  ranks  and  classes  of  the  community.  The  necessity  for 
action  is  apparent,  but  its  succes.sful  consunnnation  must  rest  with 
the  public  at  large,  who  have  the  bane  exhibited  before  them  in 
its  actual  power,  and  the  nec<*asity  of  an  antidote  demonstrated 
from  positive  facts,  and  not  deduced  from  a  men*  arbitrary  theory. 
If  some  antidote  be  applied,  even  though  a  partial  one,  it  will 
be  a  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  the  investigations  have  not  been 
profitlcs-s  nor  the  labor  in  vain. 

'  It  l<  qnite  probable  tbat  the  commercial  and  financial  panic  whicb  commenced 
about  the  time  tfaeKe  (lafteo  were  nearly  ready  for  the  prciis,  and  continued  throufth- 
ont  the  winter  of  1857-8,  ban  added  to  the  number  of  prontitutes  in  New  York  City, 
very  likely  as  many  as  five  hundred,  or  perhaps  a  thousand,  but  certainly  not  to 
the  extent  generally  imagined.  Allusions  have  been  made  elsewhere  to  the  exag- 
gerated  estimates  of  the  extent  of  this  vice,  and  the  opinions  publicly  expressed  in 
regard  to  accessions  t<i  the  ranks  of  prostitutes  during  the  last  few  months  gener- 
ally seem  tu  be  of  a  similarly  vague  nature. 
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If  (be  reader  hiu  not  already  |>cmsc<l  the  Introduction  to  this  rolnm  -.  he  i>  ad- 
vued  to  do  so  at  once,  as  therein  are  staled  the  reiLsons  which  have  colled  it  forth, 
and  extended  it  to  the  preient  dimensions.] 


CHAPTER   I. 

THE  JEWS. 

ProtiritDtion  coeral  with  Society. — Prostitutes  id  the  Eighteenth  Centtur  B.C. — 
Taniar  and  Jndab. — I^irfslation  of  Miwes. — Syrian  Women. — Rites  of  MkIik  h. 
— Groves. — Social  Condition  of  Jewish  Harlots. — Dest-riplion  by  Solomon. — The 
Jrwt  of  Babylon. 

Our  earliest  acquaintance  with  the  human  race  discloses  some 
sort  of  society  established.  It  also  reveals  the  existence  of  a  mar- 
riage tie,  varying  in  stringency  and  incidental  effects  according  to 
climate,  moraks,  religion,  or  accident,  but  eveiy  where  essentially 
subversive  of  a  system  of  promiscuous  intercourse.  No  nation,  it 
is  believed,  has  ever  been  reported  by  a  trustworthy  traveler,  on 
sufficient  evidence,  to  have  hold  its  women  genemlly  in  common. 
Still  there  appear  t<i  have  been  in  every  age  men  who  ilid  not 
avail  themselves  of  the  marriage  covenant,  or  who  could  not  be 
bound  bv  its  stipulations,  and  their  appetites  created  a  demand  for 
illegitimate  pleasures,  which  female  weakne.<<s  supplied.  This  may 
Ik-  iussumed  to  be  the  real  origin  of  prostitution  throughi^tU  the 
world,  though  in  particular  localities  this  first  eau.se  has  been  as- 
sisted by  female  avarice  or  passion,  religious  superstition,  or  a  mis- 
taken sense  of  hospitjility. 

Accordingly,  prostitution  is  coeval  with  society.  It  stains  the 
earliest  mythologiai!  recorrls.  It  is  constantly  assumed  as  an  ex- 
isting fact  in  Biblical  history.  We  can  trace  it  from  the  earliest 
twilight  in  which  history  dawns  to  the  clear  daylight  of  to-day, 
without  a  paust^  or  a  moment  of  obscurity. 

Our  mo.st  ancient  historical  record  is  biliiveii  to  be  the  Books 
of  Moses.  According  to  them,  it  must  be  admitted  that  pro.-^ti- 
tutes  were  common  among  the  Jews  m  the  eightt.'cnth  century 
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before  Christ.  When  Tainjir,  tlie  daughter-in-law  of  Jiidah,  de 
sired  to  defeat  the  cruel  Jt-wish  eustoin,  and  to  bear  children,  nut- 
withstunding  her  widowhood,  she  "put  her  widow's  garments  oil" 
from  her,  and  covered  her  with  a  veil,  and  wrapped  herself,  and 
sat  in  an  open  place.  .  .  .  When  Judah  saw  her  he  thought  her 
a  harlot,  for  she  had  covered  her  face."'  The  Genesiaeal  account 
thus  shows  that  prostitutes,  with  covered  faces,  must  have  been 
common  at  the  time.  It  is  the  more  valuable,  as  it  furnishes  the 
particulars  of  the  transaction.  To  keep  uji  her  disguis*',  Tiituar 
demands  a  kid  as  her  recomjieuse.  Judali  agrees,  and  h-aves  his 
"signet,  and  his  bracelet^?,  and  his  .statf"  iis  a  pledge  for  the  kid. 
It  appears  to  have  been  regarded  a^  no  di.shonor  to  have  com- 
merce with  a  prostitute,  for  Judah  sends  his  friend  the  Adulla- 
mite,  a  man  of  standing,  to  deliver  the  kid ;  but  to  defraud  the 
unfortunat*'  woman  of  her  ill-gntK'n  gain  nmst  have  been  *'oiisid- 
cred  shameful,  for,  when  Judah  leani.»  that  she  has  disappeared, 
he  expresses  alarm  "  lest  we  be  shamed"  for  not  having  paid  the 
stipulated  price.  It  may  also  be  noticed,  as  an  illustration  of  tlie 
connection  between  prostitution  and  pure  domestic  morals,  that 
when  Judah  learns  that  his  daughter-in-law  is  prt>gnant,  he  in- 
stantly ordi-rs  her  to  lie  burned  for  having  "played  the  harlot." 

Four  centuries  af\erward  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  Moses  to  legislate 
on  the  Jewish  mond.s,  no  doubt  sadly  corrupted  by  tiieir  sojourn 
in  Eg}'pt.  His  command  is  formal  and  einj)hatic:  "  Do  not  pros- 
titute thy  daughter,  lest  the  land  fall  to  whore<ioni.  .  .  .  There 
shall  be  no  w^hore  of  the  daughters  of  Israel."'  He  was  equally 
decided  in  his  coudeniriation  of  worse  practices,  to  which  it  would 
appear  the  Jews  were  imieh  addicted.'  He  laid  p<'naltie8  on  un- 
cleanne.ss  of  every  kind,  and  on  foniication  ;  but  it  would  appear 
that  he  rather  confirmed  than  abrogated  the  custoniury  I'tglit  nl'a 
Jewish  father  tt>  sell  his  daughter  as  a  concubine.*  With  the 
practical  view  of  impro\'ing  the  physical  condition  of  the  race. 
Moses  guarded,  by  elaborat*-  laws,  against  improper  and  corrupt 
unions.  Adultery  and  rape  he  punished  with  death.  The  bride 
■wius  bound,  under  pain  of  denth  by  stoning,  to  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction not  only  of  her  husband,  but  of  the  tribi',  that  shi*  had 
been  chaste  to  the  day  of  her  marriage.'  A  long  li.«t  of  relatives 
were  specified  among  whom  it  was  illegal  to  intermarry.  Fur- 
thermoiv,  Moses  endeavored,  with  marked  zi-al,  to  chcvk  tin-  prog- 
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resrf  ot  disea^i-  ainuug  Ujtli  SL-xes.  Whether  the  nialadios  men- 
tioned in  Leviticus'  were  syphilitic  in  their  nature,  it  were  diffi- 
cult to  say.  Modern  medical  science  adniit.8  that,  in  hot  climatea, 
want  of  cleanliness  and  frequent  aiiionjus  iudulgencf  will  genemte 
phenomena  similar  to  the  "  issue"  s<  >  frequently  mentioned  by  Moses. 
However  this  be,  it  is  certain  that  l>oth  Jews  and  Jewesses  weiis 
subject  to  diseases  apparently  similar  to  the  eonunon  gonorrhcea; 
that  these  diseases  were  infectious ;  and  that  Moses,  in  reiterated 
injunctions,  forbade  all  sexual  interconrtk',  and  almost  all  associa- 
tion, with  persons  thus  afflicu-d.  Sc>  earnest  wa-s  his  desire  to 
eradicate  the  evil  from  the  people,  that  he  extended  his  pnihibi- 
tion  to  women  during  the  period  of  their  menstrual  visitation. 

Having  done  this  much  for  the  Jews,  Moses  apjteai-s  to  have 
connived  at  the  intercourse  of  their  young  men  with  foreign 
prostitutes.  He  took  an  Ethiopian  (•()neid>ine  himself.  Syrian 
women,  Moabites,  Midianit^'.s,  and  other  neighl>)rs  of  the  Jews — 
many  of  them,  as  it  appears,  young  and  lovely,  but  with  ile- 
banched  and  vicious  principles— established  themselves  as  pn»- 
titntes  in  the  laud  of  Israel,  For  many  yeai-s,  until  the  time  of 
Solomon,  they  were  excluded  from  Jerus;dem  ami  the  large  citiea. 
ITriven  to  the  highways  for  reftige,  they  lived  in  lionths  and  tents, 
where  they  combined  the  trade  of  a  jM-ddler  with  the  calling  of 
a  harlot.  Unlike  Tamar,  they  did  not  veil  the  face.  Keelining 
within  the  tent,  with  no  more  clothing  than  the  heat  of  the  climate 
suggested,  thest-  di.-vsolutc  girls  iiiviu-d  the  complaisance  of  pas- 
-sengers  who  stopped  to  refrrsh  their  thirst  or  rei>lcuish  their 
wardrobe  at  their  l>)oth.  ,'So  long  a.s  tiu'ir  practic*^  violated  no 
law  of  nature,  the  prudent  legislator  pui-sueil  a  tolenmt  [>olicy. 
Before  long,  however,  abominable  rites  in  honor  of  MoKx^h,  Baal, 
or  Belphegor,  were  fbrinjdly  established  by  the  "  strange  women" 
and  their  male  accompliws.  Mol(x;h,  whose  disgusting  exactions 
we  find  in  Phoenicia.,  and  at  Carthage  also,  demanded  male  wor- 
ship. The  belly  of  the  god's  statue  was  a  fiimace,  in  which  a 
fierce  fire  was  kindled  ami  fed  with  animal  sacrifice ;  around  it 
the  priests  and  tlieir  prosel\'tes  danced  to  the  sound  of  music, 
sang  wild  songs,  and  debased  themselves  by  practices  of  a  dis- 
gusting and  unnntnral  character.  Nor  wns  the  worship  of  Baal 
less  revolting.  lie  tof>  had  his  statues,  in  forms  eminently  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  animal  passions,  and  surrounded  by  cool 
groves  in  which  the  most  shameless  prostitution  was  carried  on 
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by  all  who  would  deposit  an  ottering  on  the  altars  of  the  idol.  It 
■would  even  seem,  from  several  passages  in  the  Bible.'  that  the 
participators  in  these  inl'anues  were  not  invariably  Imnian  beings. 
Against  such  enonnities  the  wrath  of  Moses  and  his  suoeessors 
was  aroused,  on  hygienic  as  well  as  moral  and  religious  grounds. 
Participation  in  the  rites  of  Moloch  wsis  j)unishfd  with  death.* 
Aaron's  grandson  did  not  hesitate  to  oomnvt  a  double  homicide 
to  mark  the  Divine  abhorrence  of  the  daughters  of  Miilinn;  and 
Moses  himself,  warned  by  the  frightful  progress  of  disease  among 
the  male  Jews,  struck  at  its  roots  by  exterminating  every  female 
Midianite  among  his  captives,  save  the  virgins  only. 

An  express  command  forbade  the  estabHshnicnt  of  groves  near 
the  Jewish  temples,  evidently  on  account  of  the  convenience  such 
shady  retreats  afforded  to  prostitutes.  Yet  on  vanous  ix-ca«ions 
in  the  history  of  Lsrael  we  find  accounts  of  tlie  destruction  ol'suoh 
groves,  and  of  the  statues  of  the  gods  in  who.se  honor  human 
nature  was  defiled.^  Solomon,  wha'«e  wisdom  was  singuluriy  al- 
loyed with  sensuality,  not  only  .set  the  example  of  inordinate  lust, 
keeping,  it  is  said,  seven  hundred  wives  and  three  hundred  eon- 
cubines,  but  repealed  the  wLse  restrictions  of  his  prfdeee>%^ors  in 
regard  to  prostitutes,  allowing  them  to  exerfM.se  their  calling 
within  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  They  multiplied  .so  fa.st  that  the 
prophets  speak  of  them  wandering  on  all  the  hi!ls.  and  prosti- 
tuting themselves  under  every  tree,  and  at  a  later  date  they  even 
invaded  the  Temple,  and  established  their  hideous  rites  in  its 
courts.  That  noble  edifice  had  become,  in  the  time  ofMaccab^'e^ 
a  mere  brothel  pf^nnm  smrlarilittm  nun  7»fri'iririlin«.* 

It  is,  however,  apparent,  notwithstanding  the  severe  ordinances 
of  the  Jewish  legislators,  that  prostitutes  were  a  recognizi-d  class, 
laboring  under  no  hopeless  ban.  .lephtha,  the  .son  of  .•»  iirostitute, 
became  none  the  less  chief  of  Israel ;  and  .some  commentjitors 
have  contended  that  the  retreat  to  which  he  eoudenmed  his 
daughter  was  simply  the  calling  of  her  grandmother.  Joshua's 
spies  slept  openly  in  the  house  of  the  harlot  Rahab.  whose  service 
to  Israel  was  faithfiilly  requited  by  thi'  amnesty  granted  to  her 
fiunily,  and  the  honorable  rt>sidence  allotted  to  her  in  Judaea. 
Samson  chose  the  house  of  a  harlot  to  be  his  residence  at  Gaza ; 
his  fatal  acquaintance  with  another  harlot.  Delilah,  is  the  leading 
trait  of  his  story.     Even  Solomon  did  not  dis<lain  to  h-'ar  the 
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rival  wratiglings  of  a  pair  oi  harlots,  nnd  to  adjudicate  between 
them.  Prostitution  was  in  fact  legally  domiciled  in  Judsa  at  a 
very  eaily  period,  and  never  lost  the  foothold  it  had  gained.  Of 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried  on,  an  idea  may  be  formed 
from  th»-  very  vivid  picture  in  Proverbs:' 

"  For  at  the  window  of  my  house, 
I  looked  through  my  (.'asemcnt. 
And  Ix'held  among  the  simple  onea, 
I  discerned  among  the  youths. 
A  young  man  void  of  understanding, 

Fiussing  through  the  streets  iK-ar  her  (the  strange  woman's)  corner; 
And  he  went  the  way  to  her  house. 
In  the  twilight,  in  the  evening. 
In  the  hluek  und  dark  night ; 
And,  heboid,  then-  met  him  u  woniait 
With  the  attin?  of  a  harlot,  and  subtile  of  heart. 
>^he  is  loud  and  .<<tubl)om ; 
Her  feet  abide  not  in  her  house  ; 
Now  she  is  wjtiiuut.  now  in  the  streets, 
And  lieth  in  wait  at  ever)  etinier. 
.S>  she  caught  him.  and  kissed  him. 
And  with  an  inijiudent  fae<-  suid  luito  him, 
I  have  peace-offerings  with  me  ; 
Thi>  day  hu\e  I  jiaid  ray  vows. 
Therefore  came  I  ftirth  to  meet  thee, 
Uihgently  to  seek  thy  face, 
.\nd  I  have  found  thee. 

I  have  decked  my  bed  with  coverings  of  tapestry. 
With  carved  works,  with  linen  of  Egj-pt. 
I  have  perfumed  my  bed  with  mjTrh, 
Aloes,  and  cinnamon. 

Come,  let  us  take  our  fill  of  love  imtil  the  morning : 
Let  us  solace  ourselves  with  loves.     *     *     * 
With  her  nmch  fair  sfieech  she  caused  him  to  yield, 
With  the  flattering  of  her  lips  she  forced  him. 
He  goeth  after  her  straightway, 
As  an  ox  goeth  to  the  slaughter. 
Or  as  a  fool  to  the  correction  of  the  stocks." 

Th.'it  prostitution  continued  to  bo  practiced  generally  and  open- 
ly until  the  destruction  of  the  old  Jt-wi.^h  nation,  the  language  of 
the  Biblical  prophets  does  nut  pi-rniit  U3  to  doubt.     It  may  be 
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questioned  whether  it  ever  assumed  more  revolting! y  public  forms 
in  any  other  country.  The  Babvlonish  conquest  must  have 
changed  the  parts,  without  altt^ring  the  perti)rmance.  At  Haby- 
lon,  the  Jewish  maidens,  whose  large,  expressive  eyes,  voluptuous 
mouth,  slender  and  graceful  figure,  with  well-developed  bust  and 
limbs,  were  frequently  the  theme  of  ancient  poets,  peopled  the 
houses  of  prostitution,  and  ministered  to  the  lusts  of  the  nobles. 
Nor  even  after  the  return  to  Jeru.^ialeni  was  the  evil  extirpated. 
It  was  to  a  prostitute  that  Christ  uttered  the  meinorable  scnt^^jice, 
"  Her  sins  are  forgiven  because  she  loved  much." 


CHAPTER  II. 

EGYPT,   SYRIA,   A>'))    ASIA    MINOH. 

Egrplian  Coartesaiu. — Festivnl  of.BahaotiK. — Moral*  in  E>;y|it. — Btliirious  Prosti- 
mtion  In  ChaldKK. — Biihylunian  Banquet*. — CompuUory  Prostirution  in  Phoeni- 
liu. — Pereian  Banquet.*. 

Before  passing  to  the  sultjeet  of  pro.stitution  in  Greece,  a  glance 
at  Egypt,  and  tho.se  nations  of  A-sia  which  seem  to  have  preceded 
Greece  in  civilization,  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

Egypt  was  famous  for  her  courtesans  before  the  time  of  Herod- 
otus. Egyptian  bloofl  runs  warm ;  girls  are  nubile  at  ten.  Un- 
der the  Pharaohs,  if  ancient  writers  are  to  be  believed,  there  ex- 
isted a  general  laxity  of  moral  principle,  esjjecially  among  young 
females.'  Their  religion  wiis  only  too  suggestive.  The  deities 
Isis  and  Osiris  were  the  types  of  the  sexes.  A  statue  of  the  lat- 
ter, a  male  image,  made  of  gohl,  was  carried  by  the  maidens  at 
festivals,  and  wonshiix-d  by  the  whole  people.  Nor  were  the  rites 
of  Isis  more  modest.,  "  At  the  festival  at  Bubastis,"  says  Herodo- 
tus, "  men  and  women  go  thither  in  boats  on  the  Nile,  and  when 
the  boats  approach  a  city  they  are  run  close  to  the  shore.  A  fran- 
tic contest  then  begins  between  the  women  of  the  city  and  those 
in  the  T)oats,  each  abusing  the  other  in  the  most  opprobrious  lan- 
guage, and  the  women  in  the  boats  conclude  tfie  jwrlbnnance  by 
lascivious  dances,  in  the  most  undisguised  manner,  in  sight  of  the 
people,  and  to  the  sound  of  flutes  and  other  musical  in.struments."' 
There  is  Httle  reason  to  doubt  that  the  temples,  like  tbost-  of  Baal, 
were  houses  of  pro.stitution  on  an  extensive  scale,    Herodotu.<  re- 

>  CMcias,  qootcd  by  Athcnirn^.  xiii.  10.  *  Flerodotiw,  ii.  60. 
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'marks  significantly  that  a  law  in  Kgvpt  forbade  sexual  interoonrae 
within  the  walls  of  a  temple,  anil  exact*;d  of  both  sexes  that  inter- 
course should  be  followed  by  ablution  before  the  temple  was  en- 
tered.' 

Where  piety  required  such  sacrifices,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
public  morals  were  loose.  It  was  not  considered  wholly  shameful 
for  an  Egyptian  to  make  his  living  by  the  hire  of  his  daughter's 
person,  and  a  king  is  mentioned  who  resorted  to  this  plan  in  order 
to  discover  a  thief.  Such  was  the  astonishing  apjjetite  of  the  men, 
that  young  and  beautifiil  women  were  never  delivered  to  the  em- 
balmer  until  they  had  been  dead  some  days,  a  miserable  wretch 
having  been  detected  in  the  act  of  defiling  a  recently-deceased 
virgin !'  Of  course,  in  such  a  society,  there  was  no  disgrace  in  be- 
ing a  prostitute.  The  city  of  Naucratis  owed  its  wealth  and  fame 
to  the  beauty  of  its  courtesans,  whose  reputation  spread  through- 
out Europe,  and  wjus  much  celebrated  in  Greece.  Rhadopis,  a 
Thracian  by  birth,  k-d  the  life  of  a  prostitute  in  Egypt  with  such 
success,  that  she  not  only  bought  her  own  freedom  from  the  slave- 
dealer  who  had  taken  her  there  on  speculation,  but,  if  the  Egj'p- 
tians  are  to  be  believe<l,  built  a  pyramid  with  her  savings.  A 
large  portion  of  her  story  is  doubtless  mythical,  but  enough  re- 
mains to  warrant  the  opinion  that  she  was,  though  a  prostitute,  a 
wealthy  and  highly  considered  jx-rson. 

In  Chaldfea,  too,  religion  at  first  connived  at,  and  then  com- 
manded prostitution.  Every  Babylonian  female  was  obliged  by 
law  to  prostitute  herself  once  in  her  life  in  the  temple  of  the 
Chalda^an  Ventis,  whose  name  was  Mylitta*  Herodotus  appears 
to  have  seen  the  park  and  grounds  in  which  this  singular  sacri- 
fice wtu<  made.  They  were  constantly  filled  with  women  with 
Strings  bound  round  their  hair.  Once  inside  the  place,  no  woman 
could  leave  it  until  she  had  paid  her  debt,  and  hud  deposited  on 
the  altar  of  the  goddess  the  fee  received  frotn  her  lover.  Some, 
who  were  plain,  remained  there  as  long  as  three  years;  but,  as 
the  grounds  were  always  filled  with  a  troop  of  volujmiaries  in 
search  of  pleasure,  the  young,  the  he.iutiful,  the  high-born  sel- 
dom needed  to  remain  over  a  few  minutes.  This  strange  cus- 
tom is  mentioned  by  the  prophet  Barueh,  who  intrfwluces  one  of 
the  women  reproaching  her  neighbtjr  that  she  had  not  been 
deemed  worthy  of  having  her  girdle  of  cord  burst  asunder  by 
any  man.*     Similar  statements  ai'e  made  by  Strab<i  and  other 

'  Herorlatns  ii.  B4.  "  Id.  ii.  89.  '  Id.  ii.  8n  •  Bftni<h.  vi. 
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ancient  writers.  At  the  tii)U'  of  Alfxaiidtr  the  Great  the  de- 
moralization had  reached  a  climax.  Babyioniaii  banquets  were 
scenes  of  unheard-of  infamies.  When  the  meal  began,  the  women 
sat  modestly  enough  iti  juvscnce  of  their  fathers  and  liusbands; 
but,  as  the  wine  went  round,  thej  lost  all  restraint,  threw  i>tF  one 
garment  after  another,  and  enacted  scenes  of  glaring  immodesty. 
And  these  were  the  ladies  of  the  best  families.' 

The  Mylitta  of  Chaldsea  became  Astarto  in  Phoenicia,  at  Car- 
thage, and  in  Syria.  Nothing  was  chimged  but  the  name ;  the 
voluptuous  rites  were  identicul.  In  addition  to  the  forced  pros- 
titution in  the  temples,  however,  the  Phceuicians  and  must  of  their 
colonies  maintained  for  many  years  the  practice  of  requiring  their 
nmidens  to  bestow  their  favors  on  any  strangers  who  visited  the 
country.  Commercial  interest,  no  doubt,  Lud  some  share  in  pro- 
moting so  scandalous  a  custom.  On  the  high  shores  of  Phoenicia, 
a.s  at  Carthage  and  in  the  island  of  Cyprus,  the  traveler  siiiling 
past  in  his  boat  could  see  beautiful  girls,  arrayed  in  light  gar- 
ments, stretching  inviting  arms  to  him. 

Originally  the  sum  jxiid  by  the  lover  was  offered  to  the  god- 
dess, but  latterly  the  girls  kejit  it,  and  it  served  to  enhance  their 
value  in  tLe  malrinionial  market.  In  some  places  the  girl  was 
free  if  she  chose  to  abandon  her  hair  to  the  gwldess,  but  Lucian 
notes  that  this  was  an  uncommonly  rare  t)ccurrcnce. 

Very  similar  were  the  customs  of  the  Lyilians  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  empire,  the  early  Persians.  Their  Venus  was  named 
Mithra,  in  honor  of  whom  festivals  were  given  at  which  human 
nature  was  horribly  outraged.  Fathers  and  daughters,  sons  and 
mothers,  husbands  and  wives  sat  together  at  the  table,  while 
voluptuous  dances  and  music  inflamed  their  senses,  and  when 
the  wine  had  done  its  work,  a  promiscuous  combat  of  sensuality 
began  which  lasted  all  night.  Details  of  such  scenes  must  be  left 
to  other  works,  and  veiled  in  a  learned  tongue.^ 

'   <juintii.H  Curtiiis,  V.  I. 

'  Macrobias,  Sat.  Couv.  vii.     Athencus,  xii.  pattim  ;  Plutarch,  Vit.  Artmx«rxe«. 
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from  the  proverbial  celebritv  it  afurward  obtained  for  ite  proeti- 
tutes,  there  is  no  iloubt  they  bore  a  fearful  projKjrtion  to  the  ag- 
gregate population  of  the  port  At  Sparta  the  case  was  different 
In  the  systi'in  of  legislation  which  Ix'ars  the  name  of  Lyeurgus, 
the  individual  wa«  sacrifiee*!  to  the  state ;  the  female  to  the  male. 
Women  were  educated  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bearing  robust  chil- 
dren. Virgins  were  allowed  to  wrestle  j)ubliely  with  men.  Girls 
were  habited  in  a  robe  ojhii  at  the  skirts,  which  only  partially 
concealed  the  person  in  walking,  whence  the  Spartan  women  ao- 
qnired  an  uncomplimenlary  name.'  A  Spartiin  husband  was  au- 
thorized to  lend  Lis  wife  to  any  handsome  man  for  the  purpose  of 
begetting  children.  That  these  laws,  the  skillfully  contrived  ap- 
peals to  the  Sensual  appetites,  and  the  ctjnstant  spectacle  of  nude 
charms,  must  have  led  to  a  general  pnitli^aey  among  the  female 
sex,  is  quite  obvious.  Aristotle  jiffiniis  positively  that  the  Spar- 
tan women  openly  committed  the  grossest  acts  of  debauchery.' 
Hence  it  may  be  inferred  that  jirostitutes  by  profession  were  un- 
necessary at  Sparta,  at  all  events  until  a  late  p«>rio<l  of  its  history. 
After  the  Persian  wars,  the  snbje<;t  of  Atheiiimi  prostitution  is 
revealed  in  a  cileanT  light.  As  a  reaction  from  the  loo.senes3  of 
the  age  of  the  Pisistratida',  the  Solnnian  laws  were  reaffirmed  and 
their  severity  heightened.  It  has  been  imagined,  from  certain  ob- 
.■x.'ure  passages  in  Greek  authni-s,  that  the  courtesans  formed  st^v- 
eral  corporations,  each  of  which  wtis  responsible  for  the  acts  of  all 
its  memljers.  They  were  liaVile  to  vexatiotus  prtxsecutions  for  such 
acts  as  inciting  men  Ut  c<imniit  crime,  ruining  thoughtless  youths, 
fomenting  treason  against  the  state,  or  committing  impiety. 
Against  such  ehurges  it  Wfu  ran-ly  fiossible  to  establish  a  sound 
defense.  If  the  accuser  was  jtositive,  tli  Arcopiigus,  notoriously 
bia.sed  against  courtesans,  unhesitatingly  condenin»'d  the  culprit  to 
death,  or  imjwsed  on  her  corjtonition  a  heavy  fine.  In  this  M'ay, 
says  an  old  author,  th-  .-^tate  frequently  contrive<i  to  get  back 
from  these  women  the  niouey  they  obtained  from  their  lovers. 
Before  the  famous  case  of  Phrj'ne,  they  were  wholly  at  the  mercy 
of  their  profligate  associates.  A  man  only  needed  to  threaten  an 
accusation  of  impiety  or  the  like  to  obtain  a  receijit  in  full.  Phry- 
ne,  so  long  the  favorite  of  the  Athenians,  was  ttius  accused  of  va- 
rious vague  offen.s<>8  by  a  common  infonner  nameil  Kuthia.s.  Her 
friend  Bacchis  fortunately  persuaded  Hyperiiles,  the  orator,  to  uji- 
dertaki.-  her  case,  and  he  s<^>ftened  the  judges  by  exhiVnting  her 

'  FainOmtTida,     Sci-  Plutarch,  Life  of  l.yrurBiU'.  '  Politio,  ii.  7. 
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that,  even  in  Solon's  lifetime,  a  superb  temple,  di-dicatefl  to  Venus 
the  courtesan,  was  huilt  out  of  the  fund  iiccruinfj;  from  this 
source.  The  iW  cliiir^L'd.  liowevf r,  appears  to  hav»'  hwu  small.' 
In  Solon's  time,  the  Dicteriudea  were  kept  widely  apart  from  the 
Athenian  women  of  repute.  They  were  not  allowi'd  to  mix  in 
religious  ceremonies  or  to  enter  the  temples.  When  they  ap- 
peared in  the  streets  they  were  obliged  to  wear  a  particular 
costume  as  a  badge  of  iiifamj'.  They  forfeited  what  rights  of 
citizenship  they  may  iiuve  pttssessed  iu  virtue  of  their  iiirth.  A 
procurer  or  procuress  who  had  been  instrumental  in  introducing 
a  free-born  Athenian  girl  to  the  Dieterion  incurred  the  penalty 
of  death.  Nor  wits  the  law  content  with  braruling  with  infamy 
prostitutes  and  their  accomplices  alone.  Their  children  were  bas- 
tards ;  that  is  to  say,  they  could  not  inherit  property,  they  eouiiJ 
not  associate  with  other  youths,  they  eould  not  aequire  the  right 
of  citizenship  without  jjertbrming  some  signal  act  of  bravery,  they 
could  not  address  the  people  in  the  public  aiwendilies.  Finally, 
to  complete  their  ignominy,  they  were  exemj>t  from  the  sacred 
duty  of  maintaining  their  parents  in  old  age.* 

These  regulations,  for  which  Solon  obtained  tht'  prai.se  of  Athe- 
nian philosoplici-s,-"  were  not  long  maintained  in  foree.  Tradition 
imputed  to  the  profligacy  of  the  Pisistratida?  a  relaxation  of  the 
laws  concerning  prostitutes.  It  was  believed  that  the  8<in8  of  Pi- 
sistratus  not  oidy  gave  to  the  Dicteriades  the  freeflnm  of  the  city, 
but  allotted  to  them  seats  at  banquets  beside  the  most  res[)ectable 
matrons,  ami,  on  certain  days  each  year,  turned  them  into  their 
father's  beautiful  garden.s,  and  let  hxise  upon  them  the  whole  j»et- 
ulance  of  the  Athenian  youth.*  The  law  against  procuresses  was 
modified,  a  fine  b«'ing  sulwtituteil  ff>r  death.  "  Abrjut  the  same 
time,"  says  the  scandaloius  Greek  ehronicle,  "  the  deutli-])ennlty  for 
adultery  was  also  commuted  for  scourging."' 

Still,  notwithstanding  this  falling  off,  it  would  appear  that  Ath- 
ens was  more  moral  than  her  neighlwrs,  Corinth  and  Sparta.  The 
former,  then  the  most  flourishing  sea-jiort  of  Greece,  was  filled 
with  a  very  low  class  of  pro.stitutes.  No  laws  regulated  the  sub- 
ject. Any  female  who  chase  eould  opMi  house  for  the  accommo- 
datiou  of  travelers  and  seamen,  and,  tliough  Corinth  was  yet  tar 

'  Nicandrr,  quoted  l>y  Athditeus,  xiii.  26. 
'  Pliilnnh.  I/ifp  of  Sniou  :   Liuinii,  Dlaloifuei. 
'  Ptiilemnn,  <|Ui>if<l  l)y  Atheniei»,  xiii.  25. 
*  Idomi-liriu,  qixiCril  liy  .\ili"nnMi«.  \ii.  44. 
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from  the  proverbial  celebrity  it  utter  ward  obtained  for  its  prosti- 
tutes, there  is  no  doubt  they  bore  a  fearful  proj»ortion  to  the  ag- 
gregate population  of  the  port.  At  Sparta  the  case  was  different 
In  the  system  of  legLslatioii  which  bears  the  nauie  of  Lycurgus, 
the  individual  was  aacrificed  to  the  state;  the  female  to  the  male. 
Women  were  educated  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bearing  robust  chil- 
dren. Virgins  were  allowed  to  wrestle  publicly  with  men.  Girls 
Were  habited  in  a  robe  open  at  the  skirts,  which  only  partially 
concealed  the  person  in  walking,  whence  the  Spartan  women  ac- 
quired an  uueomplimentary  name.'  A  Spartan  husband  was  au- 
thorized to  lend  his  wife  to  tuiy  handsrjme  man  for  the  purpose  of 
l)egettuig  children.  That  these  laws,  the  skillfully  contrived  ap- 
jK-als  to  the  sensual  appetites,  and  the  t'onstflnt  s|»_'ctAcle  of  nude 
charms,  must  have  leil  to  a  general  protligaey  among  the  female 
sex,  is  quite  obvious.  Aristotle  affinns  jiositively  that  the  Spar- 
tan women  openly  eommitted  the  grossest  acts  of  debauchery.' 
Hence  it  may  l)e  inferred  that  prfwti tutes  by  jirnfession  were  un- 
necessary at  Sparta,  at  all  events  until  a  late  period  of  its  history. 
After  the  Persian  wars,  the  subject  of  Athenian  prostitution  is 
revealed  in  a  clearer  ligiit.  As  a  reaction  from  the  loosenesa  of 
the  age  of  the  Pisistnitidje,  the  Solonian  laws  were  reaffirmed  and 
their  severity  heightened.  It  has  Im-i'd  imagined,  from  certain  u\>- 
.scure  passages  in  Gre»-k  authors,  that  tlie  eourtesjuis  formed  sev- 
eral corporations,  each  of  which  was  responsible  for  the  acts  of  all 
its  meml>ers.  They  were  liaVile  to  vexatious  prosecutions  for  such 
acts  as  inciting  men  to  wiminit  crime,  ruining  thoughtless  youths, 
fomenting  treason  again.st  the  state,  or  committing  impiety. 
Against  such  charges  it  wa.i  rarely  jxissilde  to  establish  a  s<^)und 
defense.  If  the  accuser  was  jiositive,  tb;  Areopagtus,  notoriously 
biased  agjiinst  courtesans,  unhesitatingly  condemned  the  culprit  to 
death,  or  imj>os<:'d  on  her  eorjxiration  a  heavy  fine.  In  this  way, 
says  an  old  author,  th  ?  state  frequently  contrived  to  gel  back 
from  these  women  the  money  they  obtained  from  their  lovers. 
Before  the  famous  case  of  Phryne,  they  were  wholly  at  the  mercy 
of  their  profligate  jissociates.  A  man  only  needi-d  to  threaten  im 
accusation  of  impiety  or  the  like  t<j  obtain  a  receipt  in  full.  Phry- 
ne, so  long  the  favorite  r)f  tlit-  Athcnian.s,  was  thus  neeusi'd  of  va- 
rious vague  offenses  by  a  common  informer  named  Euthias.  Her 
friend  Bacchis  fortunately  persuaded  Hyperides,  the  orator,  to  un- 
dertukt-  her  ca.se,  and  he  softened  the  judges  by  exhibiting  her 

'  Fainomerida.     See  Plutarrli,  Life  of  I.vi-ur(mii.  '  Pi)litirH,  ii.  7. 
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marvelous  beauty  in  a  moment  of  affected  passion.  "  Henceforth," 
siivs  the  hetuira  Bacchis  to  Myrrhina,  "  our  profits  are  secured  by 
law."' 

At  this  time,  that  is  to  say,  at  the  height  of  Athenian  prosperi- 
ty, there  were  four  classes  of  women  wliu  led  dis.solute  lives  at 
Athens.  The  highest  in  rank  and  repute  were  the  H^kiirie,  or 
kept  women,  who  lived  in  the  be.st  part  of  the  city,  and  tocercised 
no  small  influence  over  the  manners  and  even  the  politics  of  the 
state.  Next  came  the  Auktrides,  or  flute-players,  who  were  danc- 
ers a.s  well.  Thcv  were  u.siuilly  foreigner.-!,  Iwaring  some  resem- 
blance to  the  o{HTa-driucers  of  the  last  century,  and  they  ctimbmed 
the  most  unblushing  debauchery  with  their  s{HH?ial  calling.  The 
lowest  class  of  jimstitutes  were  the  Dicleriadex,  already  mentioned. 
They  were  originally  Ixjund  to  resiile  at  the  Pineus,  the  sea-port 
of  Athens,  some  four  miles  from  the  city,  an<l  were  forbidden  to 
walk  out  by  day,  or  to  ofp-iid  the  eyi-s  of  the  public  by  open  in- 
decency. Lastly  came  the  CtmcubiucH,  who  were  slaves  owned  by 
rich  men  with  the  knowled}»e  and  consent  of  their  wives,  serving 
equally  the  psiasioiis  of  their  luastor  and  the  caprices  of  their  mis- 
tres.-;.  These  all  paid  a  tax  to  the  staU',  called  Pornikon  Telos, 
which  was  fanned  out  to  ajnt-ulators,  who  le\'ieil  it  with  proverb- 
ial harsiiuess  iijkih  tin-  unfortunate  wnmen.  In  the  time  of  Peri- 
cles the  rt'venue  from  thi.s  stiurce  w;is  large. 

All  chisses,  to<i,  wore  garments  of  many  colors.  The  law  orig- 
inally .s)>i'citied  '"flowered  njbes"  as  the  co.><tinne  of  courtesans ; 
but  this  leading  to  dithculties,  a  farther  enactment  prohibited  pros- 
titutes from  wearing  precious  stuffs,  such  as  scarlet  or  j>uri.)le,  or 
jewels.  Thenceforth  the  eu.stom,  which  a]>pears  to  have  been  gen- 
eral throughout  the  Greek  cities  and  colonies,  prescril>ed  cheap 
robes,  with  fli>w<?rs  or  strijK'S  of  manj'  colors  embroidered  or  paint- 
ed on  them.  To  this  a  part  of  the  women  adiled  garlands  of  rose.s. 
It  was  lawfid  in  some  cities  for  coui'Ujsans  to  wear  light,  transpar- 
ent garments;  but  at  Sparta,  as  may  be  imagined,  the  reverse  was 
the  rule,  serni-nuditv  being  the  badge  of  virtuous  women.' 

Perhaps  the  moat  singular  of  the  marks  by  which  a  Greek  cour- 
tesan was  known  was  her  hair.  It  is  said  that  no  law  prescribed 
the  habit ;  if  so,  it  must  have  been  a  sort  of  esprit  de  co/yw  which 

'  Athenn-un,  xiii.  .lO :   Alciphron'n  Letters. 

*  Aibcnieus,  xiiL  30,  el  ted.  i  Saidu,  L«x.,  Vo.  DUgramma ;  JEschrlu:!  r.  Ti- 
mnri'h.  p.  1S4;  St.  Clement  of  Alexsndru,  Pcdag.  U.  10;  Becker,  C'hnricles,  i 
12r.;  etc. 
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led  all  courtesans  to  dye  their  liiiir  of  a  flaxen  or  blonde  color. 
Allusions  to  this  custom  alKunul  in  thi-  light  literature  of  Greece. 
Frequfntly  a  flaxru  wig  wiis  siilistitiiicd  lor  xhv  <lyed  locks.  At 
a  very  late  f)eriotl  in  the  history  of  Greece,  modest  women  follow- 
ed the  fashion  of  sporting  golden  hair.  This  forms  one  of  the  sub- 
jects of  reprimand  addressed  to  the  women  of  Greece  by  the  early 
Christian  preachers.' 

THE    mCTERI.\DES,   OR   COMMON    PROSTITrTES   OF   ATHEN.S. 

This  class  approaches  more  nearly  llian  any  other  to  the  prosti- 
tutes of  our  day,  tin-  main  diffeiviife  iM-ing  that  the  former  were 
bound  by  law  to  ]>ro.sliliite  ilifinsclves  when  required  to  do  so,  on 
the  payment  of  the  tixed  .sum,  and  that  they  were  not  allowed  to 
leave  the  statv.  Their  honu',  as  nifulioncil  already,  was  pnjjjcrly 
at  the  port  of  Pineus.  An  o\>fit  scpuire  in  front  i>f  the  citadel  was 
their  usual  haunt.  It  was  surrounded  with  booths,  where  petty 
trade  or  gand>ling  was  carried  on  l>y  day.  At  nightfall  the  pnxs- 
titut«?s  swarmed  into  the  stpiaiv.  Some  wci-e  noisy  and  oW-cne; 
others  quiet,  and  armed  with  atfected  modesty.  When  a  man 
pas.sed  on  liis  way  from  the  p^rt  to  tin-  eitv,  the  tri>jp  iis.siuled  him. 
If  he  resisteil,  coai'se  alnise  was  lavished  on  him.  If  he  yielded, 
there  was  the  temple  of  Venus  the  Courtesan  close  by,  and  there 
was  the  wall  of  Themistoelcs,  under  the  friendly  shelter  of  either 
of  which  the  bargain  could  be  eousuinmated.  Were  the  customer 
nice,  the  great  dicterion  was  not  far  di.stant,  and  a  score  or  more 
of  smaller  rivals  wen*  even  nearer  at  hand,  as  a  well-known  sign 
wtus  there  to  testify. 

The  Dicteria  were  under  the  control  of  the  municipal  police. 
The  door  w;us  open  night  and  day,  a  biijjbt  curtain  protecting  the 
inmates  from  the  eye  of  the  pa.s.ser-hy ;  and  in  the  better  class  of 
i^stablishuients,  a  fierce  dog,  chained  in  the  vestibule,  .served  as 
R'ntinel.  At  the  curtain  6i\t  an  old  woman,  often  a  Thessalian 
and  a  pretended  witch,  who  receivetl  the  money  before  admitting 
visitors.  Originally  the  fee  was  an  obolus" — about  three  cents; 
out  this  aitcmj>t  to  regulate  the  value  of  a  variable  merchandise 
wiis  s<H>n  abandoned.  Within,  at  night,  the  sounds  of  music,  rev- 
elry, and  dancing  might  be  constantly  heard.  The  visitor  was  not 
kept  in  suspense.  The  curtain  pii.ssed,  he  wits  in  full  view  of  the 
dicteriades,  .standing,  sitting,  or  lying  about  the  n^om ;  some  en- 

'  Pollux,  Onom.  ii.  30;  x.  170;  St.  Cteinent  of  AIox.  lof.  cU. 
'  Philrmiin.  quuUMi  by  Atliciiieiis,  xiii.  25. 
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gaged  in  Hinoothiiig  their  blonde  hair,  sfjine  in  conversation,  acme 
anointing  tiieuiselves  witii  pertumerv.  The  legal  principle  vvitli 
reg;irtl  to  tiie  dicteriudes  uppeai-s  to  Lave  been  that  thej  should 
conceal  nothing ;  no  doubt  in  contrast  to  the  irregular  prostitutes, 
of  whom  sininothing  will  be  said  presently.  There  was  no  rule, 
however,  forbidding  the  wearing  of  garments  in  the  dictt'rinn,  but 
the  common  practice  appears  to  have  been  to  dispense  with  them, 
or  to  wear  a  light  scarf  thrown  over  the  person.  This  custom 
was  oliserveti  by  day  as  well  as  by  night,  and  a  visitor  has  de- 
scribed the  girls  in  a  large  dicteriou  as  standing  in  a  row,  in  broad 
daylight,  without  any  robes  or  covering.' 

It  sectiis  that  in  later  times  any  sjK'culator  had  a  right  to  set 
up  a  dicterion  on  paying  the  tax  to  the  state.  An  Athenian 
forfeited  his  right  of  citizen.ship  by  so  doing,  but,  as  a  pi>)jular 
esudilisbment  was  very  lueralive,  avaricious  men  frequently  em- 
barked in  the  business  imder  an  assumed  name.  Comic  writers 
have  lashed  these  wretches  severely.  On  paying  the  tax  to  the 
state  regularly,  tlie  jx^rnol/osreion,  or  nutster  of  the  house,  acquired 
Certain  rights.  The  dicterion  was  an  in\aolable  asylum,  no  hu.<;- 
band  Ix'ing  allowed  to  pui-sne  his  wife,  or  the  wife  her  husband, 
or  the  creditor  his  debtJir,  within  its  walls.  Public  decency  re- 
quires, says  Demosthenes,  that  men  shall  not  be  expased  in  houses 
of  prostitution.*  It  was  not,  however,  considered  wholly  shame- 
ful to  fif-quent  such  pliices. 

There  appear  to  have  been  attached  to  these  dicteria  schooh? 
of  prnstitntion,  where  youug  woiueu  were  initiated  into  the  most 
disgusting  |>ractiees  bv  females  who  hail  themselves  iiequired 
them  in  the  same  manner.  Alexis  vigorously  descrilies  the 
frauds  taught  in  the.se  places,^  wlule  there  is  a  shocking  signid- 
canee  in  an  expression  of  Athena^us — "You  will  be  vvi*!l  sjitisfied 
with  the  periormaneo  of  the  women  in  the  dict<?ria."* 

Besides  the.se  regular  diet»'riades,  there  were  at  Athens,  as 
there  have  been  in  every  liii-ge  city,  a  number  of  women  who 
exerci.sed  the  calling  of  prostitutes,  without  properly  belonging  to 
any  of  the  n'cognize<l  c]a.s.se.s.  They  were  sometimes  ctiUed  free 
dicteri.'ides,  sometimes  she- wolves,  and  al.so  cheap  hetaira'.  Some 
were  native  Athenians,  who  had  been  seduced  and  abandoned, 

>  Xi-onrcliiu  anil  EnbuliK  qnnted  by  Athenauis  xUi.  2f. 

'  DemiMthenea  aRtinM  Kecr*. 

'  Alexis  quoted  by  Atheiiaiun,  xiii.  28. 

*  AthcnKua  xiii.  26. 
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and  wao,  led  by  stings  of  consciem:'-  and  idlene.-«  to  pursue  their 
career,  had  still  an  invincible  repugnance  to  adopt  the  llowered 
robe  and  yellow  hair  of  the  regular  courtesan.  They  roamed  the 
Pineus,  and  even  thi-  streets  of  Athens,  after  dark,  eking  out  a 
mist-rable  subsistence  by  the  hardest  of  trades,  and  haunting  the 
dark  recesses  of  old  houses  or  the  shade  of  trees.  Others,  again, 
were  old  hetairn?  whose  charms  had  faded,  and  who  sought  a 
scanty  subsistence  where  they  were  not  knowni.  and  shnmk  from 
encountering  the  eye  of  a  lover  where  the  friendly  shade  of  night 
would  not  hide  the  ravages  of  time.  Others  were  the  servants 
of  hotfls  and  taverns,  who  were  always  expected  to  serve  the 
caprices  of  visitors. 

All  of  these  led  a  most  miserabli'  lifi-.  Now  and  then  we  hear 
of  one  or  two  of  them  meeting  a  rich  ami  inexperienced  traveler, 
after  which  the  heroine  of  the  exploit  luiturally  ascended  to  the 
rank  of  hetaira;  but,  in  general,  their  customers  were  the  lowest 
of  the  port  people — sailors,  Hshermen,  farm-.si'rvants.  Their  price 
was  a  meal,  a  fish,  a  handful  of  fruit,  or  a  bottle  of  wine.  One 
poor  CTeature,  who  bel<  lujied  to  no  class  in  particular,  but  acquired 
some  celebrity  by  Ix'iug  kept  by  the  orator  Ithatcx-les,  was  named 
Didrachma  because  she  oifered  her  favors  to  the  public  generally 
for  two  drachmas,  about  thirty-five  cents.' 

Perhaps  the  most  curious  fact  in  reference  to  these  prostitutes 
is  the  singular  predominance  of  old  women  among  them.  It  ap- 
pearsi  to  have  been  adopted  as  an  invariable  rule  for  this  sort 
of  courtesans  to  paint  their  faces  with  a  thick  ointineut,  and  it  is 
even  said  that  the  great  painters  of  Greeei-  ilid  ni>t  di-stlain  to 
beguile  their  leisure  hours  by  thus  improving  upon  miturt.-.'  Of 
coursf,  under  this  disgui.se,  it  wsis  imjjossible  to  distinguish  a 
young  face  from  an  old  one.  An  aged  prfistitute  thus  bedizened 
would  j)lace  herself  at  an  open  windc  ivv  with  a  sprig  of  myrtle  in 
her  hand,  with  which  she  would  beckon  to  peoj)le  in  the  street. 
When  a  customer  was  found,  a  servant  would  open  the  door  anci 
conduct  him  in  silence  to  the  chamber  of  !ii>r  mistress.  Before 
entering  he  paid  tlie  sum  demanded,  wlien  he  found  himself  in  a 
room  lightetl  only  by  a  feeble  glimmer  passing  through  the  cur- 
tain, which  now  hung  down  over  the  window.  In  such  a  twilight 
the  most  venerable  old  woman  could  not  be  distinguished  trom  a 
Venus.' 


See  LucUd.     Dialoinie  of  Courtoaans,  pastin. 
LetterH  of  Alciphnin,  i6. 
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THE   ArLETRIDES,  OR    FLUTE-l'I.AYERS. 

Female  flutt'-players  wen;  a  common  jR-companimeiit  to  an 
Athenian  banquet.  The  flute,  which  in  modern  limes  is  jdaycd 
by  men,  was  rai'ely  seeu  in  male  Iiautls  in  Givew.  TLiuniih  the 
Ikble  ast;ribed  its  invention  to  the  god  Pun,  and  its  development 
to  the  mythical  king  Midas,  it  was  nionopoHzed  at  a  very  early 
peinod  by  women,  wlio  consoled  theinselvep  for  the  rava^fes  it 
wrought  in  their  beauty  by  the  powei-  of  fascination  it  imparted 
among  a  people  intensely  musical.  Flute-playing  soon  became 
an  essential  nte  in  the  servie*-  of  certain  deities.  Ceres  was  in- 
variably woi-shiped  to  the  sound  ol'  the  flute.  And  wLen  the 
Athenians  had  once  tried  the  experiment  of  listening  to  flute- 
players  after  dinner,  they  never  would  dine  in  eompanv  without 
them. 

Thebes  appears  to  have  been  the  native  city  of  the  earliest 
famous  flute-players,'  but  before  lonj.'  the  superior  beauty  of  the 
Asiatie  girls — -lonians  and  Plirygiuns^ — drove  their  Theban  livals 
out  of  the  field.  Dancing  wsus  combined  with  flute-playing,  iiud 
in  this  art  the  Asiatics  bore  the  palm  from  the  world.  During 
the  golden  days  of  Greece,  numbei-s  of  i»eautifid  girls  were  ever)' 
year  im|X)rted  into  Athens  from  Miletus  and  the  other  Ionic  ports 
in  Asia  Minor,  just  as  in  more  UKHlern  times  a  .similar  trade  was 
carried  ou  between  Trebizond  and  ConsUmtiuople. 

An  Athenian  hired  his  flute-])luyers  as  a  mixlem  European  noble 
hires  his  baud.  They  charged  so  much  for  their  musical  per- 
formances, reserving  the  right  of  accej>ting  prest.'nts  in  thi-  course 
of  the  evening.  Some  were  singers  as  well  as  performers.  At 
each  course  a  new  air  was  ]>layed,  increfusing  in  tendei-ness  ;md 
expression  as  the  wine  circulated.  It  i.s  stated  that  the  soinids  of 
a  gocxl  flute-concert  excited  j)eople  to  such  a  state  of  phrensy  that 
they  would  take  off  their  rings  and  jt-weled  ornaments  tn  throw 
them  to  the  |)erformers:  those  who  have  witnessed  a  triumphant 
operatic  soiree  can  readily  believe  the  statement.  But  the  fair 
artists  did  not  wholly  rely  on  their  music  for  their  success.  The 
performer  danced  while  she  played,  aceompan'ving  every  note 
with  a  harmonious  movement  of  the  b<Kly.  There  is  no  doubt 
these  dances  were  in  the  highest  degree  immoral  and  laseiviou.s. 
Athena?us  tells  a  story  of  an  embassy  from  Arcadia  waitim;  uj)on 
King  Antigonua,  and  lx>ing  invited  to  dinner.  After  the  iiuiiger 
'  .Vnttuildiry.  ed.  Jnrohs,  ii.  638. 
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of  the  venerable  guests  was  apjx*asetl,  Phrygian  flu^e-playera  were 
introduced.  They  were  draj)ed  in  semi-transparent  veils,  ar- 
ranged with  much  coquetry.  At  the  given  signal  they  began  to 
play  and  dance,  balanciug  themselves  alternately  on  each  foot,  and 
gradually  increasing  the  rapidity  of  their  movements.  As  the 
perfonnance  went  on,  the  dancers  uncovered  their  heads,  then 
their  bust.s;  lastly,  they  threw  the  veils  aside  altogether,  and 
8too«l  b«-fure  the  wondering  emba-ssadors  with  only  a  short  tunic 
around  the  loins.  In  this  state  they  danced  so  indecently  that 
the  aged  Arcadians,  excited  beyond  control,  forgot  where  they 
were,  and  ru.shed  ujxjn  tlieni.  The  king  laugbod ;  the  courtiers 
were  shocked  at  such  ill-breeding,  but  the  dancers  discharged  the 
sacred  duty  of  hospitality.' 

A  flutc-jvlaytT  who  had  achieved  a  success  of  this  kind  was  en- 
abled to  conclude  a  lucrative  bargain  for  other  performances.  We 
find  alliision.s  to  fees  ius  high  jis  two  talents  (say  $2500)  and  fifty 
pieces  of  gold,'  though  these  were  evidently  imusual  charges. 
Many  of  the  most  fashionable  flute-pluyers  were  slaves  who  had 
been  brought  to  Gn-ece  by  .sj)eculiitors.  They  were  commonly 
sold  by  auction  at  the  dinner-table,  when  their  owner  judged  that 
the  enthu-siasra  of  the  guests  had  attained  the  highest  point.  An 
anecdiiic  is  told  of  one  of  the  most  esteemed  names  in  Greek 
philosophy  in  reference  to  this  strange  eu.stt>m.  He  was  diuing 
with  a  party  of  young  men,  when  a  youthful  tlute-player  was  in- 
trodu'-ed.  She  crept  to  the  philosopher's  feet,  and  seemed  to  shel- 
ter herself  frtjm  insult  under  the  ahmiow  uf  his  venerable  beard; 
but  he,  a  disciple  of  Zeno,  spumed  her,  and  burst  forth  into  a 
strain  of  moralizing.  Piqued  by  the  affront,  the  girl  rose,  and 
played  and  danced  with  inimitable  grace  and  pruriency.  At  the 
close  of  the  performance  her  owner  put  her  up  to  auction,  and 
one  of  the  first  bidders  wa.s  the  (^bilosopher.  She  was  adjudged 
to  another,  however,  and  the  whit«'-hain'd  sage  so  far  forgot  his 
principles  as  to  engage  in  a  fierce  conflict  with  the  victor  for  the 
possession  of  the  prize.'  Hand  to  hand  battles  on  these  txjcasiona 
were  common  in  the  best  society  at  Athens,  and  a  flute-player  in 
fashion  made  a  boast  of  the  riots  she  had  caused.*  Of  the  for- 
tune.>;  realized  by  successful  artists  in  this  line,  an  idea  may  be 
formc'l  from  the  gorget>us  presents  made  to  the  Delphian  oracle 
by  flute-players,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  finest  houses  at  Al- 

'  Athenicus.  xiii    86.  '  LettPi>  nf  AkiphrDn,  34. 

*  Aibrncus,  xiU.  86.  *  ADtipbaoes,  ^uotvd  in  AthoDCUs,  xiii.  51, 
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exandria  were  inscrilxd  with  the  uaiin-s  of  famoiis  Greek  aul» 
trides.' 

As  might  be  inferred  from  the  chanu;ter  i)f  their  dances,  the 
auletrides  were  capable  of  f-very  infamy.  Constantly  breathing 
an  atmosphere  of  dt-baucherv,  and  accustomed  to  the  daily  spec- 
tacle of  nudities,  they  naturally  attaiin'il  a  pitch  of  amorous  ex- 
altation of  which  we,  at  the  present  day,  can  hartlly  Jbrm  an  idea. 
They  kept  a  cherished  fcstivjvl  in  honor  of  Venus  Peribasia.  which 
wa.s  originally  established  by  Cypselus  of  Corinth.  At  that  cere- 
mony all  the  great  flut^'-players  of  Greece  assembled  to  celebrate 
their  calling.  Men  were  not  lu^uully  alloweti  to  Ije  present,  a 
regulation  prompted  jxTha)is  by  modesty,  as  the  judgment  of 
Pairis  was  renewed  at  the  festival,  and  prizes  were  awarded  for 
even,-  description  of  beauty.  The  ceremony  wius  often  mentiimed 
as  the  Callipygian  games;  and  a  sketch  (jf  a  s<;en(!  which  iiiok 
place  at  one  of  these  reunion.^,  containeil  in  a  letter  from  a  famous 
flut<'-|)layfr,  justifies  the  uppellatioii.  The  banquet  lasted  from 
dark  till  dawn,  with  wines,  ju-rfniiies,  <lelieate  viands,  .nongs,  untl 
music.  An  afler-sceue  wiw  a  dispute  between  two  of  the  guests 
jLS  t(i  their  respective  beauty.  A  trid  was  demanded  by  tiu; 
ex)mpHny,  iuid  a  long  and  graphic  accoimt  is  given  of  the  exhibi- 
tion, but  modern  tastes  will  not  allow  us  to  transcribe  the  details.* 

A  knowledge  of  thi-s*-  .«eandalons  scenes,  it  may  bi>  briefly 
obs«'rved,  would  Ijc  worse  than  useless,  were-  it  not  that  they 
illustrate  the  life  of  Greek  courtesans ;  and,  b<"ing  perfonned 
under  th'e  sanction  cif  religion  and  the  law,  they  throw  nn  inenn- 
sidendile  light  nn  the  real  character  of  Greek  S(X!iety.  Their 
value  may  be  best  apprehended  by  trying  to  realize  what  the 
effetrt  would  be  if  similar  scenes  occurred  annually  in  some  public 
editice  ni  our  large  cities,  under  the  auspices  of  the  jxdice,  with 
the  approval  of  the  clergy,  and  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the 
best  female  society. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  these  festivals  were  originateil  l)y, 
or  gave  rise  to,  those  enormous  aberrations  of  the  Greek  female 
mind  known  to  the  ancients  as  Lesbian  love.  There  is,  no  iloiibt, 
grave  rejustui  to  believe  something  of  the  kind.  Indeed,  Lucian 
affirms  that,  while  avarice  prompted  common  pleasures,  taste  and 
feeling  inclined  the  flute-payers  towanl  their  own  sex.  On  80 
repulsive  a  theme  it  is  mmeees.sarv  to  enlargi'. 

'  Theopompns  DicwRntms  etc.  quoted  hy  AtbcDKiM,  xiii.  67. 
»  LetMRi  of  Aliipliriin,  44. 
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Many  flute-players  stt'iii  lo  biive  been  susceptible  of  lasting 
affections.  In  the  remains  we  liave  of  the  erotic  works  of  the 
Greeks,  several  names  are  mentioned  as  those  of  successful  flute- 
players  whose  gains  were  consumed  by  exacting  lovers.  It  does 
not  appear  that  they  titten,  or  ever,  married.  The  most  famous 
of  all  the  flute-players  was  Lamia,  who,  after  being  the  delight  of 
Alexandria  and  of  King  Ptolemy  for  some  tifteeu  or  twenty  years, 
was  taken  with  the  city  by  Demetrius  of  Macedon,  and  raised  to 
the  rank  of  his  mistress.  She  was  forty  years  of  age  at  this  time, 
yet  her  skill  wiu-^  such  that  she  ruled  despotically  her  dissolute 
lover,  and  left  a  uu  luorable  name  in  Greek  histt:>ry.  The  ancients 
Hssertetl  that  she  "weil  her  name,  Lamia,  which  means  a  sort  of 
vampire  or  bloodsucker,  t<  >  the  most  loathsome  depravities.  Her 
piwer  was  .so  grfiat  that,  when  Demetrius  levieil  a  lax  of  some 
$25(l,0()0  on  the  city  of  Athens,  he  gave  the  whole  to  her,  to  buy 
her  soap,  as  he  .said.  The  Athenians  revenged  themselves  liy 
saying  that  Lamia's  person  must  be  very  dirty,  since  she  needed 
81)  much  .soaji  to  wjtsh  it.  But  they  soon  found  it  to  their  interest 
to  build  a  temple  in  her  lionor,  and  deify  her  under  the  name  of 
Venus  Laiiiiii.' 


THE   HETAIK.E,  OR    KEPT    WOMEN. 

The  Hetairie  were  by  far  the  most  imjHjrtaut  class  of  women  m 
Greece.  They  fil\d  so  large  a  place  in  s<x'iet\'  that  virtuous  fe- 
males were  entirely  thrown  into  the  shade,  and  it  must  have  been 
quite  possible  for  a  chaste  Athenian  girl,  endowed  with  ambition, 
to  look  up  to  them,  iind  covet  their  splendid  infamy.  An  Athe- 
nian matron  was  ex|K'cted  to  live  at  home.  She  was  not  allowed 
to  Ix;  present  at  the  games  or  the  theatres ;  she  was  bound,  when 
she  appeared  in  public,  to  l>e  veiled,  and  to  hasten  whither  she 
was  going  without  delay ;  she  received  no  educjition,  and  could 
not  share  the  elevated  thoughts  or  ideas  of  her  husband ;  she  had 
DO  right  to  claim  any  wannth  of  affection  from  him,  though  he 
possessed  entire  control  over  her.* 

Now,  to  judge  «jf  the  position  into  which  this  sckmuI  sy.stem 
thrust  the  female  sex,  one  must  glance  at  the  mythology,  or,  to 
speak  more  correctly,  at  the  religious  faith  of  the  Greek  |>eople. 
It  Ikls  been  conjectured  ti:at  they  derived  their  idea  of  Venus 
from' the  East.     However  this  K-,  Venus  was  certainly  one  of  the 

'  Plutarch,  Life  of  Demttrius  16,  10,  2+-27;  Athentfiu,  xiU.  3!». 
•  Demo»thene)i  against  Ncrsea,  p.  1386;   B  Tkcr,  CImriclcs,  ii.  2115. 


54 


HISTXIKV  (JK  I'KUSTI'rL'TIUN 


earliest  goddesses  to  whom  their  homage  was  paid.  Solon  cIve^ 
od  opposite  his  dicterion  a  temple  to  Veiius  Paudeinos,  or  the 
public  Venus.  In  that  temple  were  two  sttitues :  one  of  the  god- 
dess, the  other  of  a  nymph,  Pitho,  who  presided  over  persuasion  ; 
and  the  attitudes  and  t'xecutioii  of  the  statues  were  sueh  tliyt  they 
explained  the  eharacter  without  inseription.  At  this  temple  a 
fesiivid  was  held  on  the  fourth  of  each  month,  to  whieh  all  the 
men  of  Athens  were  invited.  But  Venus  Paudemos  S(H>ti  made 
way  for  newer  and  more  barefaced  rivals.  Twenty  tem])les  were 
raised  in  various  eities  of  Greece  to  Venus  the  Courtesan.  In  one 
author  we  find  allusion  made  to  Venus  Mueheia,  or  the  Venus  of 
hous«'s  of  ill-fame.  Another  celebrates  Venus  Castnia,  or  the  gf)d- 
de.>-s  of  indecency.  Others  lionor  Venus  Reotia,  the  patroness 
of  darkness;  and  Venus  Uerceto,  the  guaniian  deity  of  .street- 
walkei-s.  More  famous  still  was  Venus  Divarieatrix,  whose  sur- 
name, derived,  it  is  said  by  a  father  of  the  Church,  a  t/itarica(is 
cruriliiis,^  rnu.st  be  left  in  a  learned  tongue.  And  still  more  re- 
nowned was  Venus  Callipygo,  whose  statue  is  at  this  day  one  of 
the  choice  ornaments  of  one  of  the  best  European  collections  of 
antiquities.  It  owed  its  charm  to  the  marvelous  beauty  of  the 
linibs.  and  was  understood  to  have  been  designed  from  two  Syra- 
cusjm  si.sters,  whose  extraorilinar\'  synunetry  in  this  particular 
had  l>een  noticed  by  a  countryman  who  surprised  them  while 
bathing.  All  these  Vcnust>s  had  temples,  and  sacrifices,  and 
priestesses.  Their  worship  was  naturally  analogous  to  their  name, 
antl  consistent  with  llu-ir  hi.siory.  Their  devotees  were  every 
man  in  Greece.  Yet  it  was  in  this  society,  trained  to  such  spec- 
tacles, and  nurtured  in  sueh  a  creed,  that  matrons  and  maidens 
were  taught  to  lead  a  life  of  purity,  seclusion,  and  self-Siicriliee. 

The  consequence  was  obvious.  While  ignorance  and  forcible 
rcstnunt  prevented  the  women  from  generally  breaking  kwse,  the 
men  grew  more  and  luon-  addicted  to  the  society  of  hetairu:*,  and 
more  liable  to  reganl  their  wives  as  mere  articles  of  furniture. 
Nor  WiLS  the  anomaly  without  efleet  ujwn  the  kipt  women.  They 
alone  of  their  si-x  .saw  the  plays  of  Alexander  and  Aristophanes; 
they  alone  had  the  entree  of  the  studio  of  Phidias  and  Apelles; 
they  alone  heart!  5?<>crates  rea.sou,  and  diseu.>istMl  polities  with 
Pericles ;  they  alone  shaivd  in  the  intellectual  movement  of 
Greece.  No  women  but  hetaine  drove  through  the  streets  with 
tincovered  fece  and  gorgeous  appan-l.  None  bat  they  mingled  in 
'  St.  Clement  of  Alc-x.  :  Hortnt.  Addreu,  97. 
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the  JisBcmblagcs  of  great  men  at  the  Pnyx  or  the  Stoa.  None 
but  they  could  gather  round  them  of  an  evening  the  choicest 
spirits  of  the  day,  and  elicit,  in  the  freedom  of  unrestrained  inter- 
course, wit  and  wisdom,  flashing  fancy  and  burning  eloquence. 
What  wonder  that  the  Hetaira?  should  have  (illed  so  prominent  a 
part  in  Greek  society !  And  how  small  a  eoinj^)ensation  to  virtu- 
ous women  to  know  that  their  rivals  could  not  stand  by  the  altar 
when  sficrifice  was  offered ;  could  not  give  birth  to  a  citizen ! 

There  are  many  reasons  besides  these  why  the  contest  was  im- 
equal.  Tradition  reported  several  occasions  on  wliich  hetainB 
had  rendered  signal  service  to  the  state.  Lesena,  for  instance,  the 
mistress  of  Ilurmodius,  had  bitten  oft'  her  tongue  rather  thim  re- 
veal the  names  of  her  fellow-eonspirators.  Recollections  like 
these  more  than  nullified  the  nominnl  brand  of  the  law.  Again, 
every  wise  legislator  sjiw  the  necessity  of  encouraging  ;iny  form 
of  rational  intercourse,  in  order  to  arrest  the  startling  progress 
which  the  most  degrading  of  enonnities  was  making  in  Greece. 
When  Alcibiades  was  openly  courted  by  the  first  {)hilosophers 
and  statesmen,  it  was  virtue  to  applaud  Aspasia.  And  Ijeside-s,  it 
can  not  be  questioned,  in  view  of  the  Greek  memoirs  we  possess, 
that  many  of  the  leading  hetairte  were  women  of  remarkable 
mind,  as  well  as  unusual  attractions.  Indeeil,  the  leading  tniit  in 
their  history  is  their  intellectuality,  as  contrasted  with  other  class- 
es of  dissolut*'  women  in  antiquity.'  That  trait  can  be  best  illus- 
trated by  referring  to  the  lives  of  a  few  of  the  more  celebrated 
hetaine. 

A  Milesian  pri>stitute,  named  Tliargelia,  accompanied  Xerxes 
on  his  invasion  of  Greece.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  po- 
sition in  society  occupied  by  prostitutes  from  the  fact  that  Xer.xes 
employed  this  woman  as  negotiator  with  the  court  of  Thessaly, 
just  as  in  later  times  modern  ministers  have  used  duchesses. 
Thargelia  married  the  King  ivf  Tliess^ily. 

Fired  by  her  success,  another  Milesian  girl,  named  Aspasia,  es- 
tablished hereelf  at  Athens.  She  set  up  a  house  of  prostitution, 
and  peopled  it  with  the  most  lovely  girls  of  the  Ionic  cities.  But 
wherein  she  differed  fnun  her  rivals  and  predeees.sors  was  the 
prominence  .she  gave  to  intellect  in  her  establishment.  She  lec- 
tured publicly,  among  her  girls  and  their  vi.sitors,  on  rhetoric  and 
phikxsophv,  and  with  such  marked  ability  that  she  counted  among 
her  patrons  and  lovers  iIk'  first  men  uf  (ireece,  including  Socrates, 
'  Grtrte's  History  of  Greece^  vi.  100. 
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Alcibia<les,  and  Pericles.  Tlie  last  divoreeii  his  wife  in  order  to 
marry  her,  and  was  accused  of  allowing  her  to  govern  Athena, 
then  at  the  height  of  ita  power  and  prosjx-rity.  She  is  ajiid  to 
have  incited  the  war  against  Samos;  and  the  |irincijial  cause  of 
that  against  Megara  was  believed  to  have  l)eeii  the  rape,  by  citi- 
zens of  Megarsu  of  two  of  Aspasia's  girls.  What  a  wonderful 
light  these  fact.-;  thnjw  on  Greek  s<x'iety! 

Enraged  VK-yond  control  at  her  success,  the  %'irtuoU8  women  of 
Athens  rose  against  her.  She  was  publicly  insulte<l  at  the  thea- 
tre; was  attat'ki'd  in  the  street ;  and,  as  ii  last  resort,  was  accusetl 
of  impiety  before  the  Art!opagus.  Pericles,  tiien  ui  the  decline  of 
his  power,  and  unable  to  save  his  friends  Phidias  and  Anaxago- 
ras,  appealed  as  her  advocat*'.  But  on  sncb  an  ottcasion  his  elo- 
quence failed  him.  He  could  only  .si-ize  bis  l>rloved  wife  in  his 
arms,  press  her  to  his  breast,  and  burst  into  tears  in  |)rescnce  ot' 
the  court.  The  appeal  succeeded;  [lossibly  the  ju<lges  made  al- 
lowance for  popular  pi-ejudicc;  at  all  events,  Asjiasia  was  acquit- 
te<l  and  restc^red  to  society.  She  lived  tn  be  the  delight  of  a  flour 
merchant,  under  whose  nH)f  her  lectures  on  philasopliy  were  eon 
tinned  with  undiminished  success  to  tlie  day  nfher  death.' 

Her  friend,  and  the  inheritor  of  her  mantle,  Ilipparchia,  led  an 
equally  remarkable  life.  She  was  an  Athenian  by  birth,  and  of 
gooil  family,  but,  having  beard  the  Cynic  Crates  .speak,  she  de- 
clared to  her  parents  that  nothing  would  n-strain  her  from  yield- 
ing hei-self  to  him.  She  kej>t  her  woi-d,  and  b<-eimie  the  philo.so- 
pher's  mistress,  in  spitv  of  liis  ilirt,  his  poverty,  and  his  grossness. 
She  is  reported  to  have  acquired  great  n-]>utation  as  a  practical 
pn>fes.sor  of  the  cynic  phiIo.<opliy.  Tlnving  engaged  one  day  in  a 
ficrci^  discussion  with  a  somewhat  brutal  pliili>.st)pher  of  a  rival 
sect,  the  latter,  by  way  of  answer  to  a  question  she  put,  violently 
exp<;)sed  her  p-rson  before  the  wliole  a.s.'^embly.  "  Well,"  .said  she, 
coolly,  "what  din's  that  pn)Vf?"  This  woman  was  one  of  the 
most  voluminous  and  esteemed  authors  of  her  day.' 

Baecbis,  the  mi.stress  of  tbo  oratur  Hy|)erides,  illu.xfrates  the 
ch,inxeter'uf  the  Athenian  ke|)t  woman  from  another  piintof  view. 
She  was  extremely  beautiful,  and  gifte<l  with  a  sweet  disposition. 
One  of  her  e^irly  admirers  fiad  jiresented  her  with  a  necklace  of 
enormous  value.     The  first  ladies  of  Athens,  and  even  foreign 

'  Plntarch,  Life  of  Feriole^  34,  83,  etc. ;   Demoslhenes  against  Neraa,  p  I860; 
Aristophanp&,  Acharm.  4!)7,  etc. ;  Athenaux,  xiii.  3.^-^6. 
'  Diotrcnea  Lbiti   vi.  i)6. 
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women  of  rank,  coveted  the  precious  truikol  iii  vain.  She  was  in 
the  height  of  her  fame  and  eharins  when  she  heard  the  orator  Hy- 
perides  plead.  Smitten  on  the  spot,  she  became  hia  mistress,  and 
observed  a  fidelity  toward  him  which  was  neither  usual  with  her 
class,  nor  reciprocated  by  her  luvi-r.  On  one  occasion,  a  rival  an- 
nounced that  the  price  of  her  complaisance  would  be  the  posses- 
sion of  the  necklace  of  Ba<.;chis.  The  lover  had  the  meanness  to 
ask  for  it,  and  Bacchis  gave  it  without  a  word.  Again :  when  all 
Athens  knew  that  she  was  the  mistress  of  Ilyperidea,  an  officious 
friend  came  to  tell  her  that  her  lover  was  at  that  nionit-nt  making 
love  to  another  woman.  Bacchis  received  the  amiounceraent 
tranquilly.  "What  do  you  intend  to  do?"  asked  her  visitor,  with 
impetuosity.  "  To  wait  for  him,"  wa-s  the  meek  answer.  She  died 
very  young,  and  her  lover  partially  atoned  for  his  ill  treatment 
by  pronouncing  a  splentlid  oration  over  her  remains.  Very  few 
pa.ssages  in  Greek  literature  are  marked  by  such  eloquent  tender- 
ness and  genuine  feeling  as  this  fragment  of  llyperides,' 

Gnathena,  and  her  heir  and  successor,  Gnathenion,  were  famous 
in  their  day  as  wits;  the  biography  of  the  first  was  written  in 
verse  by  the  poetMachon.-  Shj  b.-gaii  life  ns  the  mistress  of  the 
comic  poet  DyphiK'S,  but  soon  abandoned  him  to  keep  a  sort  of 
iaUe  ir/iott  f(tr  the  wit  and  fiishton  of  Athens.  The  "best  s<x'ietv" 
gathered  around  her  boartl,  and  at  tlie  close  of  the  meal  she  sold 
herself  by  auction.  Athenieus  lias  chronicled  a  number  of  her 
witty  and  sarcastic  sayings,  adding  tliat  the  grace  of  her  elocution 
imparted  a  singular  charm  to  every  thing  she  saiil.  ller  pro- 
tegee, Gnathenion,  grew  up  in  time  to  receive  the  mantle  which 
age  was  wresting  from  the  shoulders  of  Gnathena.  An  anecdote 
is  preserved  which  throws  .some  light  up<m  the  profits  of  the 
calling  of  hetaine.  At  the  temple  of  Venus,  Gnathena  and  her 
proteg(5e  met  an  old  Persian  satrap,  richly  clothed  in  ]iur]^)le,  who 
was  struck  with  the  be^iuty  of  the  latter,  and  demanded  her  price. 
Gnathena  answered,  a  thousand  drachmas  (alx>ut  two  hundred 
dollars).  The  satrap  exclaimed  at  such  extortion,  and  offered 
five  htuidred,  observing  that  he  would  return  again.  "  At  your 
age,"  maliciously  retoru*il  Gnathena,  "once  is  too  much,"  and 
turned  on  her  heel.  Its  her  old  age  it  apjiears  that  Gnathena 
was  reduced  to  the  disgraceful  calling  which  the  Greeks  termed 
hippoponios.^ 


Athi'iiaMis,  xiii.  riH,  66,  etc. 
Athencas   xiii.  89,  etc. 


Alciphron's  Loiters,  30. 


•  Id.  xiii  43,  47. 
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But  the  fame  of  thfso  hetairw>  is  eulipst'il  by  that  of  the  only 
two  kept  women  who  ciiu  rank  with  ^Vsjiasia — Luis  ami  Phryne. 

Ljiis  was  a  Sicilian  hy  biilh.  Like  ihu  ENi[)ri's.s  Caibaiiiie  of 
Russia,  she  was  tiiken  prisoner  when  her  uiitive  eity  was  captureJ, 
and  sold  as  a  slave.  The  paintc-r  Apt-llea  saw  her  carrying  water 
from  a  well,  and,  struck  with  the  beauty  of  her  tigure,  he  bought 
her,  and  trained  Ler  in  his  own  house.  This,  again,  is  a  striking 
picture.  Faucy  a  leading  modern  piiinter  deliberately  training  a 
pro.stitiUe !  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  Apelles  gathered  round 
him  the  best  society  in  Greec-.  Lais,  when  her  education  was 
complete,  was  jw  remarkable  for  wit  and  nifoi-matiou  a.*  tor  her 
iiiaiehle.ss  ligurir  and  lovely  iiice.  ller  master  freeil  her,  and 
established  her  at  Corinth,  then  in  the  height  of  its  prosperity, 
and  the  largest  c<jinmereial  emporium  of  Greece. 

Corinth  and  the  Corinthian  jjrostitutes  de.serve  particular  notice. 
It  .appi'4ir8  that  almost  every  house  in  the  place  was,  in  fact,  a 
hoiu*e  of  prostitution.  There  were  regular  .'wdiools  where  the  art 
of  debauchery  was  tjiught,  and  fn.'queiil  importations  of  young 
girls  from  Lesbos,  Phoenicia,  and  the  .Egeaii  Islands  .HU)ipiied 
them  with  pupils.  Ancient  erotic  writers  are  full  of  allusions 
to  the  danger  of  visiting  Corinth ;  the  proverb.  Nun  ctiiris  lioiuini 
contiwjit  adire  Coriuthnm,  which  most  moderns  have  erroneously 
conceived  to  refer  to  I^is  alone,  was,  in  fact,  an  adage  justitied 
by  the  experience  of  merchants  and  sailors.  It  would  l>e  incor- 
rect, however,  to  compare  Corinth  with  modem  sea-porta,  where 
the  natural  demamJs  of  sailors  n-'((uire  a  cheap  supply  of  women. 
The  first-clxss  hetaine  of  Corinth  charged  as  high  lis  a  talent  (.say 
$10(H>)  for  a  single  night's  company,  and  $20<J  appears  to  have 
lH:>en  no  unusual  fee.  Fur  the  common  sailors,  the  commercial 
shrewdness  of  the  Corinthians  had  estaljlished  a  temple  to  Venus, 
containing  a  thousand  young  slaves,  who  were  obliged  to  |iro8ti- 
tute  themselves  for  a  single  obolus  (a  cent).' 

It  .was  in  this  metropolis  of  prostitution  that  Lais  commenced 
business.  She  scHin  rose  to  tbe  first  rank  in  her  ti-atle.  Her 
capriciousne.'«  gave  additional  value  to  her  eliarms.  Kven  money 
could  not  purchase  her  when  U  was  her  whim  not  to  neld.  She 
refused  $2000  from  the  orator  Demosthenes,  who  had  actually 
tunied  his  property  into  mom-y  to  lay  it  at  her  feet ;  Ijut  she 
yielded  gratuitously  to  the  muddy,  ragged  cynic  Diogenes,  and 

'  Plmo,  Dc  Beji.  uL  p.  404:  Arb-toph.  Plut.  149;  MuUer,  Dor.  li.  10,  7j  Strabo, 
»iU  fl.  211 
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graciously  shared  the  patrimony  of  the  philosopher  Aristippua. 
To  the  latter,  who  occupied  no  mean  rank  in  (rreek  society,  a 
remark  was  inade  to  the  effect  that  he  ought  to  debar  his  mistress 
from  jiromiscuous  intercourse  for  his  own  sake.  He  replied 
phkymatically,  "  Would  y>m  object  to  live  in  a  house  or  sail  in  a 
ship  bec4Uise  others  had  just  preceded  3'ou  iu  the  one  or  the  other?" 
Xenocrates,  the  disciple  of  Plato,  resisted  Liiis  successfully.  She 
ha<i  madi'  a  wager  that  she  would  overcome  his  stoical  coldness. 
Rushing  iuto  his  house  one  evening  in  affected  terror,  she  be- 
sought an  iisylum,  as  she  said  thieves  had  chased  her.  The 
philosopher  sternly  bade  her  fear  nothing.  She  sat  silent  till 
Xenocrates  went  to  bed;  then,  throwing  off  her  dre.sa,  and  reveal- 
ing all  her  wonderful  beauty,  she  pluce<l  hei-self  at  his  si<le.  He 
gruffly  submitted  to  this  encroachment.  Gi-owing  btjlder,  she 
threw  her  ariius  round  him,  caressed  him,  and  exhausted  her  arts 
of  fascination,  but  Xemx^nites  remained  uninoved.  "  I  wagi-red," 
she  cried,  "'to  ri>u.se  a  man,  not  a  .statue :"  and,  .-ipringiug  from  the 
Couch,  she  resumed  her  dress  and  disappeared. 

The  people  of  Corinth  desired  to  po.ss<'.«4s  her  statue,  and,  hav- 
ing spent  her  money  in  embellishing  the  city,  perhaps  she  was  en- 
titled to  this  mark  of  respect.  Myron,  the  scui[itor,  wius  deputed 
to  model  her  charms.  He  was  old  and  gray ;  but  so  fiiscinating 
was  her  Ih-uuIv,  that  at  his  second  visit  he  laid  at  ht-r  feet  all  the 
savings  of  his  life.  The  haughty  courtesan  spurned  liim.  He 
went  awav,  ]ilaced  hiin.self  in  the  hands  of  a  skillful  perfumer,  had 
his  hair  and  U-ard  rlyed,  ami  his  a{)pearance  n-juvenated.  Then 
he  renewed  his  suit.  "  My  po<ir  friend,"  said  Lais,  with  a  bitter 
smile,  "you  are  iisking  what  I  r.Hwd  ye.«terday  to  your  fathi-r." 

In  old  age  Lais  had  teisure  to  repent  of  her  ca[)ric<'S.  She  liaj 
spent  her  money  as  fast  as  she  made  it,  and  she  retained  her  call 
ing  long  after  her  eliarnis  had  vanished.  Epicrates  has  dn»wn  a 
melancholy  jiicture  of  a  iJrunken  old  woiruui  wandering  i>ver  the 
quay  at  Corinth,  and  seeking  to  sell  for  three  cents  what  had  once 
been  considered  cheap  at  a  thousand  dollars.  Such  was  the  end 
ofLai.^.' 

Phryne  was  more  fortunate.  She  husbanded  her  attractions 
with  judgment,  and  to  the  ck>8e  of  her  long  life  retained  her  rank 
and  her  value.  Her  wealth  was  such  that,  when  Alexander  de- 
stroyed Thebes,  she  offered  to  rebuild  the  city  at  her  own  ex- 


•  Diopenes  Lncrt.  ii.  84  ;  St.  Clfnicnt  (if  Alex.  Sirom.  iii.  47  ; 
4;  Ati«iniu«.  Epig.  17;   Athemrun,  xiii.  26.  'A.  el, 


PaoauiiM,  ii.  % 


HISTORY  OF  PROSTITUTION. 


pt'iise,  provided  the  Thcbans  would  eoininemorate  the  fact  by  an 
inscription.  They  refused.  Slie  had  counted  among  her  lovers 
the  most  famous  men  of  the  day,  among  whom  were  the  orator 
Hv|ierides,  whose  suecessfuJ  defense  of  bis  mistn-ss  has  already 
In-eii  mentioned;  the  painter  Apelles,  and  the  sculptor  Praxiteles. 
It  Wits  to  lier  that  the  Iatti*r  gave  his  crowning  work — his  (.'upid. 
Ill'  and  Apelles  were  both  privileged  to  :idinire  and  reproduce 
her  nude  charms,  a  privilege  rigorously  denied  even  to  the  most 
ojiulent  of  her  lovers, 

Pbryne  was  a  prodigiou.s  favorite  with  the  Athenian  people. 
She  played  a  conspicuous  ])art  in  the  festival  of  Neptune  and 
Venus.  At  a  csertain  point  in  the  ceremony  she  appeared  <ni  the 
steps  of  the  temple  at  the  sea-side  in  her  usual  dress,  and  slowly 
disrobed  herself  in  the  pres<'nee  t»f  the  crowd.  Slie  next  adv.'mced 
to  the  water-sidi',  plunged  into  the  waves,  and  otlered  .>'aci-)liee  to 
Ne])t\me.  Ueturning  like  a  .«t'u-nymph,  drying  her  hair  from 
which  the  water  dii]>pe(i  over  her  exipiisite  limbs,  she  paused  for 
a  moment  bi'lbn-  llie  crowd,  which  shouted  in  a  phrensy  of  en- 
thusiasm as  the  fair  priestess  vmiished  into  si.  cell  in  the  temple.' 

Other  famous  lu'taira*  achieved  jtolitieal  and  literary  di.«tinetion. 
When  Alexander  tlie  Great  undt-rtook  his  A.siatic  expedition,  his 
treasurer,  Haqjalu.'*,  a  sf)rt  of  Croesus  in  his  way,  accompanied 
him,  surrounded  by  the  most  lovely  women  the  court  of  Maci-clon 
could  afford.  Rewanled  for  his  Hilelity  by  th<'  governorsiiip  of 
BabyKm,  and  still  farther  euTiehed  by  the  sjxjils  of  that  luci'ative 
offie<-,  liarj>alu8  sent  to  Athens  for  the  most  skillful  and  lovely 
hetaine  of  the  day.  Pytliioniee  was  sent  him.  She  was  not  in 
the  liloom  of  youth.  Some  years  before  she  had  been  the  famihar 
cf  young  Athenians  of  fa.shioii ;  she  was  now  the  staid  mi.stre.ss 
of  two  lirothers,  sons  <tf  an  opulent  corn-merclnint.  But  her  l:il- 
ents  were  undeniable.  She  arrived  at  Babylon,  and  was  instil! led 
m  tlio  palace ;  In-gan  to  rule  over  the  province,  and  govi-nied 
flarpabis,  it  is  sjiid,  with  slcniness  and  vigor.  In  the  midst  of 
her  glory  she  suddenly  died ;  poisoned,  no  doubt,  by  some  one  of 
the  hundred  fair  ones  whom  she  had  supplanted  in  the  governor's 
affections.  Ilai-j^alus,  incon.solable  for  her  loss,  expended  a  laige 
portion  of  the  contents  of  his  treasury  in  burying  her  and  coni- 
jjiemomting  lier  fame.  No  queen  of  Babylon  was  ever  consigned 
lf.<  the  gn»ve  with  the  ])omp,  or  the  show,  or  the  ostentatious  afflic- 

'  SMiin,  V.  H.  ix.  :i'i\  Alriphrun's  Letters,  i.  31  ;  Jacobs,  Alt.  Mus    iii.  I& 
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Hocuraie  idea  of  tbt  AiLenian  hetairae  than  we  can  obtain  of  tat 
prostitutts  of  the  last  gentration. 

Into  the  arts  practiced  by  the  graduates  of  the  Corinthian  acad- 
emies it  is  hardly  possible  to  enter,  at  least  in  a  niotleni  tongue. 
Even  the  Oii^eks  were  obliged  to  invent  verbs  to  designate  the 
monatrositien  practiced  by  tue  Lesbian  and  Phoenician  women. 
Demosthenes,  pleading  successfully  against  the  courtesan  Nea?ra. 
detieribes  her  as  having  seven  yoang  girls  in  iier  house,  whom  she 
knew  well  how  ♦/)  train  for  th.'if  calling,  as  was  proved  by  the  re- 
penteil  sales  of  their  virginity.  One  may  form  an  idea  of  the 
shocking  depravity  of  the  reigiiing  taste  from  tht-  sneers  which 
were  lavished  upon  Phryne  and  Hucchis,  who  steadily  adheretl  to 
natural  pleiisun^s. 

The  asf  of  ]>hiltre8.  or  charms  (ot'  which  more  will  be  said  in 
the  ensuing  chapter  on  Roman  jiioatitution),  was  common  in 
Greece.  Retired  courte^'ans  often  eondiineil  the  manufacture  of 
these  supposed  charms  with  the  business  o(  n  midwife.  They 
made  potions  which  excited  lovt;  and  [Kitions  which  destroyed  it ; 
chaniis  to  turn  love  int»i  hate,  and  others  to  convert  bate  into 
love.  That  the  efficacy  of  the  latter  must  have  been  a  matter  of 
pure  faitli  need  not  be  demonstrated,  though  the  belief  in  them 
was  genei-al  and  profound.  The  former  are  will  known  in  the 
pharmacopoeia,  and  from  the  accounts  given  of  their  eft'eets,  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  were  successfully  employed  in 
Greece,  as  well  by  jealous  Imsiiands  and  suspicious  fathers  as  by 
ardent  lovers.  A  ea.se  is  mentioned  bv  no  less  an  authority  than 
Aristotle,  of  a  woman  who  contrived  to  administer  an  amorous  po- 
tion to  her  lover,  who  died  of  it.  The  woman  was  tried  for  mur- 
der; but.  it  being  .satisfnetorily  proved  that  her  intention  was  not 
to  cause  death,  but  to  revive  an  extinct  love,  she  was  acquitted. 
Other  cases  are  mentioned  in  which  the  philtres  produced  mad- 
ness instead  of  love.  Similar  ae<.'ideuts  have  attended  tlie  exhibi- 
tion of  cantharides  iu  modern  times. 
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to  pcwterity  in  the  Athenian  heart  inseparably  coupled  with  the 
dearest  of  their  eomic  writers.' 

Another  famous  hetaiia  was  Leontium,  who  succeeded  her  mis- 
tress Philenis  in  the  all'ections  of  the  philosopher  Epicurus.  She 
is  said  to  have  bonie  him  a  daughter,  who  was  born  in  the  shade 
of  a  grove  in  his  garden ;  but,  whether  she  put  her  own  eonstruc- 
lion  upon  the  Epicurean  philosophy,  or  did  not  ifally  love  the 
gray-headed  teacher,  she  was  far  fnjin  pruetieing  th<'  fidelity  which 
wiis  due  to  .so  distinguished  a  lover.  She  figures  in  tin-  ic-tters  of 
Alciphron  as  the  tender  friend  of  several  younger  fashionables; 
and  .-ihe  has  been  aceu.sed,  with  what  truth  it  i.>;  hard  to  .siy,  of  at- 
tempting a  compromise  Ix'twrcn  the  tloctrines  of  Kjiicurus  and 
those  of  Diogenes.  However  this  be,  Leontium  was  undoubtedly 
a  woman  of  rare  abdity  and  ivmarkalilr-  titsl*-.  She  eumposed  sev- 
eral works;  among  others,  one  against  Theoplirastus,  wliieh  ex- 
cited the  wonder  and  admiration  of  so  good  a  judgi-  as  Cicero. 
She  survived  her  old  protector,  ;Hid  died  in  obscurity,' 

Something  more  might  be  said  of"  A reheanassa,  to  whose  wrin- 
kles Platu  did  not  disdain  to  compose  an  amorous  epigram;  of 
Thenris,  a  beautiful  girl,  who  preferred  the  glorious  i.>ld  age  of 
Soph(X>les  t<i  the  ardent  3'outh  <»f  Demostlieni*8, and  whom  the  vin- 
dictive orator  punished  by  having  her  condemned  to  death;  oi" 
Archippa,  the  last  mistress  and  siile  heir  of  Sophocles ;  of  Tlieo- 
dnte.  the  ih.seiple  of  StK'nites,  under  whosi.^  counsiOs  stu-  i-arried  on 
her  business  as  a  courtesan,  and  whose  death  may  be  a.<c-ribed.  in 
.some  part,  to  the  spite  caused  by  Theodote's  rejection  of  Aristoph- 
anes; and  of  others  who  figure  largely  in  every  reliable  history  of 
intellectual  Greece.     But  we  must  stop. 

In  most  of  the  nations  to  which  reference  must  be  nuide  in  the 
ensuing  pages  of  this  volume,  prostitutes  have  figured  as  pariahs; 
in  Greece  they  were  an  ttristocracy,  exercising  a  ])a!pable  influ- 
ence over  the  national  policy  and  8<x'ial  life,  and  mingling  con- 
spicuously in  the  great  uuirch  of  the  Grei'k  intelh-ct.  No  less  tiian 
eleven  authors  of  repute  have  employed  their  talents  as  historiog- 
mphei-s  of  <'ouilesai)s  at  Athens.  Their  works  havf  not  reached 
us  entire,  having  fallen  victims  t<'  ihe  chaste  .'^cruples  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Middle  Ages;  but  enough  remains  in  the  quotations  of 
Athenifus,  Alciphrous  Lettei-s,  Lucian,  Diogenes  Lncrtius,  Aris- 
tophanes, Aristsenetxis,  and  others,  to  enable  us  to  form  a  far  more 

'  Paaaaniu,  i.  37,  n ;  Athencof,  xiii.  4n,  etc. ;  DbMl.  xviL  108 ;  Arr.  ap.  Phot.  70. 
*  Dio^'rnoi  Liiert.  x.  4;  Athi'Tiicas  xiii.  39;  Cicero,  de  Nat.  Deor.  i.  3.*). 
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aocuraie  idea  of  tbt  Ailienian  hetairse  than  we  can  obtain  of  tQt 
prostituTts  oC  the  laat  gmit  ration. 

Into  the  arts  practiced  by  tbe  graduates  of  the  Corinthian  acad- 
emies it  IS  hardly  jwssible  to  enter,  at  least  in  a  modern  tongue. 
Even  the  Greeks  were  obhged  to  invent  verbs  to  designate  the 
monstrositie,^  practiced  by  tue  Lesbian  and  Phoenician  women. 
Demosthenes,  pleading  succes.'dully  against  the  courtesan  Netera. 
describes  her  as  having  seven  young  girls  in  her  house,  whom  shf 
knew  well  how  ♦/)  train  for  th.'if  calling,  as  wjisprovedby  the  re- 
peateii  .sales  of  their  virginity.  One  may  form  an  idea  of  the 
shocking  depravity  of  the  reig'iing  tjwte  from  thi-  sneers  which 
were  laNTshed  upon  Phryne  and  Hacchis,  who  steadily  adhered  to 
natural  pleasures. 

The  u.st>  of  ]>hillre9.  or  charms  (of  which  more  will  be  said  in 
the  ensuing  chapter  on  Roman  piostitution),  was  common  in 
Greece.  Retired  courti'taiis  ofh'ii  combint-d  the  nianufactun'  of 
thes<-  suppo.sed  charms  with  the  business  oi  a  midwife.  They 
made  potions  which  exciU'd  love  and  potions  which  destroyed  it; 
charms  to  turn  love  into  hate,  and  others  to  convert  hate  into 
love.  That  the  efficacy  <jf  the  latt*'r  must  have  been  a  matter  of 
pure  faith  need  not  be  demonstrated,  though  the  belief  in  them 
was  general  and  profound.  The  fcriner  an*  \v<.ll  known  in  the 
phHnnaco|)ceia,  iiiid  I'roiii  the  accounts  given  of  their  cti'i-cts,  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  were  successfully  employed  in 
GrctM.-c,  as  well  b}'  jealou.s  husbands  and  siispieiou.s  fathers  as  by 
ardent  lovers.  A  cjisi'  is  muiitiaiu'd  by  no  k-ss  an  authority  than 
Aristotle,  of  a  woman  who  contrived  to  administer  an  amorous  po- 
tion to  her  lover,  who  died  of  it.  The  woman  was  trie<l  for  mur- 
der ;  but,  it  being  .satisfactorily  proved  that  her  intention  was  not 
to  cause  death,  but  to  revive  an  extinct  love,  she  was  acquitted. 
Other  cases  are  mentioned  in  which  the  philtres  produced  mai.l- 
ness  instead  of  love.  Similar  accidents  have  attended  the  eyhibi- 
tion  of  cantharides  iu  modem  times. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

ROME. 

L«w»  poveminp  Proetitntion. — FloraliHn  (inmi-*.— Uocistration  of  Prostitutei.— 
Puriiv  of  Mor«l». — Jnlian  Law. — .Kilile!i. — C'lii»»e«<if  Pnwtitiites, — Loose  Protti- 
tui«. — Vnrioiiii  CluKTO  of  lewd  Women. — Mereirice*. — UHnriri):  GirU. — Bawdi. 
— Male  ProslituU'b. — Honitcfi  of  Pru--tiiuiioii. — Liipuiiaria. — Cells  of  Proctitute*. 
— Houses  of  Alisiiinatkin.  — Forniie».  — Cirru>.  —  Biitln-.  — Taveriui.  —  Bilkers' 
Shells. — .Squares  and  Ttiorouclifares.  -Hiiliiis  and  .Miiiiiii-r>  of  Prostitute^. — So- 
cial '•tandin)!. — Dress. — Rale  of  Mire. — Virpin*  in  linninii  Brolliels. — Keji  Wom- 
en.— Roman  P(K-ts. — (hid. — Mnrtiiil. — linniiin  Soiiety. — Social  C<irru|.tion. — 
Conversation.— Piilure--  and  Scnljilures. — Theatricals. — Baths. — Kelipinus  In- 
decencies.— Marriupe  Feiui*.— Em|>enin>. — Secret  Uiaeaaea. — Celsiu. — KoDuin 
Faculty. — Archiatii. 

LAWS  GOVERNING    PROSTITUTION. 

Our  earliest  acquaintance  with  t"kio  Rotnun  laws  governing  pros- 
titmion  diites  from  tlie  rcijrii  of  tin-  Eii)]icror  Angu.stus,  but  there 
is  abundant  evidence:'  to  -shnw  that  prtistitutc.-!  were  common  in 
the  city  of  Rome  at  the  time  when  authentic  history  begins. 

It  does  not  app<'ar  that  n^ligioiw  prostitution  wjw  ever  domiciled 
in  Ital}-,  though  in  later  times  the  festivaKs  in  honor  of  certain  de- 
ities were  scandaloiusly  loose,  and,  to  judge  fnim  the  Etruscan 
paintings,  the  morals  of  the  imligenous  Italians  must  have  beer 
tli.sgustiagly  depraved. 

In  the  comedies  of  Plautus,  which  are  among  the  oldest  W(»rk8 
of  Roman  literature  which  have  reached  us,  t lie  prostitute  (>;)«r- 
trir)  and  the  bawd  {fmo)  figure  ciuispicmnusly.  They  were  thus, 
evidently,  in  the  third  century  befoiv  Christ,  well-known  charac- 
t<'rs  in  Roman  society.  When  the  Floraliaii  Games  were  insti- 
tuted we  have  no  means  of  knowing  (no  credit  whatever  must  be 
jilaced  in  the  puerile  stories  of  Lactantius  aljout  the  courtesans 
Aoca  Laurentia  and  Flora');  but  it  Ls  certain  that  the  chief  at- 
traction ofthcse  infamous  celebrations  was  the  appearance  of  pros- 
titutes on  the  stage  in  a  state  of  nudity,  and  their  Ia.scivious  dances 
in  the  preseiKie  of  the  people:^  and  there  is  evidence,  in  the  .story 
that  tlie  performan<'e  was  suspended  during  the  presence  of  the 
stem  mondist  Cato,  that  they  had  been  long  practiced  before  his 
time.^    Indeed,  it  would  not  be  presuming  too  far  to  decide,  with- 

'   Lactant.  i.  M.         '  Mar«:4l,  i.  I ;   Seneca,  F.|  ist.  Ofi.         •  VbI.  Sfax.  il.  10.  8. 
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out  other  evidence,  that  prostitntion  must  have  become  a  fixe<l 
iiiet  at  Rom<.'  very  shortly  after  the  Romans  began  to  mix  freely 
with  tlie  Greek  colonists  at  Tareiituiu  and  the  other  Greek  cities 
in  Itiily,  that  is  to  say,  about  the  beginning  of  the  third  century 
before  Christ. 

We  learn  from  Tacitus'  that  from  time  immemorial  prostitutes 
had  been  required  to  register  themselves  in  the  offiee  nf  the  ii-dile. 
The  ceremony  apjwars  tn  have  been  very  similar  to  that  now  im- 
posed by  law  on  French  prostitutes.  The  woman  designing  to 
become  a  prostitute,  presented  herself  before  the  ledile,  gave  her 
age,  place  of  birth,  and  real  name,  with  the  one  she  assumed  if 
she  adopted  a  pseudonyrae."  The  public  officer,  if  she  was  young 
or  ajiparently  respectable,  did  his  best  to  combat  her  resolution. 
Failing  in  this,  he  issued  to  her  a  licen.se — liceiUia  stiipri,  a.scertain- 
ed  the  8\im  which  she  was  to  demand  from  her  customers,  and  en- 
tered her  name  in  his  roll.  It  niiglil  b'  inferred  from  a  law  of 
Justinian^  that  a  prostitute  w:us  Ixnind  to  take  au  oath,  on  obtain- 
ing her  license,  to  di.seharge  the  duties  of  her  culling  to  the  end 
of  her  life;  for  the  law  in  question  very  projierly  decided  that  an 
oath  so  obviously  at  war  with  g(xxl  morals  was  not  binding. 
However  this  was,  the  prostitute  once  inscribed  incurred  the  taint 
of  infamy  which  nothing  could  wipe  otf.  Repentance  was  impos- 
sible, even  when  site  married  and  became  the  mother  of  legitimate 
children ;  the  fatal  inscription  was  still  there  to  bear  witness  of 
her  infamy.*  In  Rome,  as  in  so  many  other  countries,  the  princi- 
ple of  the  law  was  to  close  the  d(x>r  to  refonn,  and  to  render  vice 
hopeles.s. 

There  is  every  reason  t<i  suppo,se  that  the.st-  regulations  wrre  in 
force  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  Re|)uV)lie.  Of  the  further  riile.s 
estJiblished  under  the  imperial  regime  we  shall  speak  presently. 
Meanwhile,  it  may  be  observed  that  there  is  gronn<l  for  hoping 
that,  at  the  best  age  of  the  Republic,  the  public  morals  were  not 
generally  corrupt.  The  old  stories  of  Lucretia  and  Virginia  would 
have  had  no  point  among  a  demoralized  people.  All  who  are 
familiar  with  l^>man  liistory  will  remember  the  Hcrcv  contest 
waged  by  Cato  the  Censor  against  the  jewels,  fine  dresses,  and 
carriages  of  the  Roman  ladies,'  an  indication  that  graver  delin- 
quencies did  not  call  for  official  interference.  This  same  Cato,  aft- 
er the  death  ol"his  tirst  wife,  cohabited  with  a  female  slave;  but, 


Annnl.  lib.  ii.  ^S. 
♦  ScvTiilil.  Hcrnil.  i.  123 
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though  concubinage  was  rccognizetl  hy  ihi-  Roman  law,  and 
would  sevm  to  have  involved  no  disgrace  at  a  later  period,  the 
intrigue  no  sooner  became  known  than  the  old  censor  married  u 
second  wife  to  avoid  scandal.'  A  similar  inference  may  be  drawn 
from  the  strange  story  t^jld  by  Livy  of  the  Bacchanalian  mysteries 
introduced  into  Rome  by  foreigners  about  the  beginning  of  the 
second  ceinury  before  Christ.  It  is  not  easy,  at  this  late  day,  to 
discover  what  is  true  and  what  false  in  the  statement  he  gives; 
but  \)xerv  is  no  R*asouable  doubt  that  young  persons  of  both  sexes, 
undiT  the  impulse  of  sensuality,  had  established  societies  for  the 
purpose,  among  others,  of  satii^fyiiig  depraved  iTistincts.  To  what 
extent  the  mania  had  extended  it  is  nut  possible  to  judge;  the 
numbers  given  by  the  Latin  wniers  are  nut  very  trustworthy. 
But  wo  may  lenrn  liowstiimg  wus  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  Ro- 
man j)eo]»le  from  the  very  stringent  decree  which  the  senate  is- 
sued on  motion  of  tli--  Consul  Postumius,  and  from  the  indiscrim- 
inate executions  of  purties  implicated  in  thi'  mysterious  rites.* 

Other  evidences  of  the  purity  of  Roman  morals  might  be  found, 
if  they  wen:"  wanting,  in  tlie  remarkable  fidelity  with  which  tin- 
Vestjils  obser^'cd  their  oaths;  in  the  toiu'  of  the  speeches  of  the 
Statesmen  of  the  time;  in  the  high  character  sustaintnl  by  such 
matrons  as  the  mother  of  tin-  Gniechi :  and,  finally,  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  Augustus,  wliieli  professed  rather  to  idTirm  and  improve 
the  old  laws  than  to  introduce  new  principles. 

As  wp  approach  the  Cliristian  era  the  picture  gradually  dark- 
ens. Civil  wars  are  usually  fatal  to  private  virtue:  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted  that  the  age  of  Sylla  an<I  Cloilius  was  by  no  means  a 
moral  one.  Sylla,  the  dictator,  openly  led  a  life  (jf  scandalous  de- 
bauchery; Clodius,  the  all-powerfu!  tribune,  is  accused  bj'  Cicero 
of  having  scrduced  his  thi-ee  sisters.'  Soldiers  who  had  made  a 
Campaign  in  profligate  firet'cc  or  vulii]>tiioiLs  Asia  iiatin-ally 
brought  home  with  them  a  taste  for  the  pleasui-es  they  had  learn- 
ed to  enjoy  abroad.  Scipio's  baths  were  dark  :  through  narrow 
a]>ertu res  just  light  enough  wns  admitted  to  spaiv  the  modesty  of 
the  bathers;  but  into  tlie  baths  which  were  erected  in  the  later 
years  of  the  Republic  the  light  shone  as  into  a  chamber.*  Even 
Sylla,  debauched  as  he  was,  did  not  think  it  safe  to  abdicate  pow- 
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'  liivT,  xxxir.  1,  el  deq. 

•  Livy,  xxxix.  S-l».     See  «lw<  St.  Ahrum.  IV  Civ.  Dei.  rii.  21. 

•  Cicero,  ad  Fnm.  i.  9. 
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out  othiT  evidence,  that  prostitution  must  have  become  h  fixed 
fact  ill  Rome  very  shortly  after  the  Roniniis  began  to  mix  freely 
-with  ilie  Greek  colonists  at  Tarentum  and  the  other  Greek  cities 
in  Itiily.  that  is  to  say,  about  the  beginning  of  the  third  century 
before  Christ. 

We  learn  from  Tacitus'  that  from  time  immemorial  prostitutes 
had  been  required  to  register  themselves  in  the  office  of  the  .-edile. 
The  ceremony  appears  to  have  been  very  similar  to  that  now  im- 
posed by  law  on  French  prostitutes.  The  woman  designing  to 
become  a  prostitute  presented  herself  before  the  a;dile,  gave  her 
age,  place  of  birth,  and  real  luime,  with  the  one  she  assumed  if 
she  adopted  a  jisi'udonyme.*  The  public  officer,  if  she  was  young 
or  apparently  respecuible,  did  his  Lest  to  combat  her  resolution. 
Failing  in  this,  he  issued  to  her  n  license — Ucenlia  shtpri,  ascertain- 
ed the  sum  which  she  was  to  demand  from  her  customers,  and  en- 
tered her  name  in  bis  roll.  It  miglit  h^  inferred  from  a  law  of 
Justinian^  that  a  prostitute  wjis  bound  to  t^ike  an  oath,  on  obtain- 
ing her  license,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  her  calling  to  the  end 
of  her  life;  for  the  law  in  question  very  projierly  decided  that  an 
oath  so  obviously  at  war  with  good  monds  was  not  binding. 
However  this  wai*,  the  prostitute  once  inscribed  incurred  the  taint 
of  infamy  which  nothing  eould  wipe  off.  Repentance  was  imjios- 
sible,  even  when  she  marri<'d  and  beaime  the  mother  of  legitimate 
children ;  the  fatal  inscription  was  still  there  to  bear  witness  of 
her  infamy.'  In  Rome,  as  in  so  many  other  countries,  thr-  princi- 
ple of  the  law  was  to  close  the  door  to  reform,  and  to  render  vice 
hoj)ele.ss. 

There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the.'ie  regulations  were  in 
force  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  Republic.  Of  the  further  rules 
established  under  the  imju'rial  regime  we  shall  speak  presently. 
Meanwhile,  it  may  be  observed  that  there  is  ground  for  Imping 
that,  at  the  best  iigc  of  the  Republic,  the  public  morals  were  not 
generally  corrupt.  The  old  stories  of  Lucretia  and  Virginia  would 
have  hail  no  point  among  a  demoralized  people.  All  who  are 
familiar  with  Roman  history  will  remember  the  fierce  contest 
waged  by  Cato  the  Censor  against  the  jewels,  fine  dresses,  and 
carriages  of  the  Roman  ladies,'  an  indication  that  graver  delin- 
quencies did  not  call  for  official  interference.  This  same  Cato,  aft- 
er the  death  of  his  tirst  wife,  cohabited  with  a  female  slave;  but, 


'  Annul,  lib.  ii.  85. 
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accompanied  by  his  lict<ji-s.  Wiaen  the  ledile  Hostilius  attempted 
to  l)reuk  open  the  door  of  tlif  prastituie  Mamilia,  on  his  return 
from  a  giiy  dinner,  the  latter  drove  him  off  with  stones,  and  was 
sustaiiu'd  by  the  eourls.'  The  tedile  was  bound  al.*o,  on  eotnplaint 
laid  by  a  prostitute,  to  sentence  any  customer  oi'  Lers  to  pay  the 
sum  due  to  her  according  to  law.' 


CLAtSSES    OF    PROSTITl'TES. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  tedile  to  arrest,  punish,  and  drive  out 
of  die  city  all  1<m>si'  jirostitutes  wIkj  wfre  not  inscribed  on  his 
book.  Tltis  R'gulaiion  wa.s  praetieally  a  dead  letter.  Al  no  time 
iu  tlie  history  of  the  empire  did  there  cease  to  be  a  large  and 
Wfll-kiiowii  cla.s^  of  pro!<titutes  who  were  not  recorded.  They 
were  distinguisbed  from  the  r<-gi.stered  prostitutes  (mertlrices)  by 
liif  name  of  pmnlUnilit.^  They  paid  ii<>  ta.x  to  the  state,  while 
llu'ir  regi.-^tered  rivals  contributed  largely  to  tlif  riiuuicipal  treas- 
ury; and,  if  the}'  ran  greater  risks,  and  incurred  more  nominal 
infamy  than  the  latter,  they  more  frequently  contrived  to  rise 
from  their  unhapjiy  eiUKlilion. 

W'c  have  no  means  of  judging  of  the  mniilwr  of  prostitutes 
exercising  their  calling  at  Rome,  Capua,  and  the  other  Italian 
cities  during  i!ie  first  years  of  tlie  Cliristiau  era.  During  Trajan's 
reign  the  police  were  enabled  to  count  thirty-two  thousand  in 
Rome  alone,  but  this  number  obviously  fell  short  of  the  truth. 
One  is  appalled  at  the  great  variety  of  cla.s.ses  into  whieb  the 
prwiilmlu,  or  unregi.sti'red  prostitutes  were  divided.  Such  were 
the  Dflicaltf,  corri'sponding  to  the  kept-women,  or  French  Itnrttes, 
whose  charms  eiuihled  them  to  exact  large  sums  from  their  visit- 
ors;* the  Famusit,  who  belonged  to  respectable  families,  and  took 
to  evil  courses  through  lust  or  avarice;*  the  Z>r>ri«,  who  were  re- 
markable for  their  U-autv  of  form,  and  rlisdaine<l  the  use  of  cloth- 
ing;* the  Lu)Mt,  or  she-wolves,  who  haunted  the  groves  and  com- 
mons, and  were  di.stingtiishcd  by  a  particular  cry  in  imitation  of 
a  wolf;'  the  ^Elicarite,  or  bakers'  girls,  who  sold  small  cakes  for 
sacritice  U:>  Veims  and  Priapus,  in  the  form  of  the  male  and  female 
organs  of  generation ;'  the  Biistuuriti;  whose  home  was  the  burial- 
ground,  and  who  occasionally  officiated  as  mourners  at  funends;* 

Aiilii"  (it'll.  qiiKiin)!  AteiuK  Capito. 

PiiTniiiiifs,  GI088.  Erot.     F(ir  the  duties  of  the  cdiles,  see  Sehnbert,  df  R<im. 
.CdilibuA,  liv.  -t.           •  Sve  I'lantos.  /xurim.  •  Siictnniiu.  •  Ciirri) 
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the  Oyxi-,  servant-girla  at  iniis  uud  Utvenis,  who  were  invariably 
prostitiitts;'  the  Noctiluie,  or  night-walkera;  the  Blttidt,  a  very 
low  class  of  women,  who  derived  the  name  from  blilum,  a  cheap 
and  unwholesome  beverage  drunk  in  the  lowest  holes;'  the  Diobo- 
larev,  wretched  outca-sts,  whi>sc  price  was  two  oboli  (say  two  cents);'' 
the  FomriaHf  country  girls  who  lurked  about  country  roads;  the 
OtdUmt,  who  were  thieves  as  well  as  prostitutes;  the  Quadmnta- 
ria,  seemingly  the  lowest  class  of  all,  whose  fee  was  less  than  any 
copper  coin  now  current.*  In  contradistinction  to  these,  the  mere- 
trirts  assumed  an  air  of  respectability,  and  were  often  called  bonce 
vurretricKsJ' 

Another  and  a  distinct  class  of  prostitutes  were  the  female 
daucere,  who  were  eagerly  sought  after,  and  more  numerous  than 
at  Athens.  They  were  lonians,  Lesbians,  Syrians,  Egyptiiins,  Nu- 
bian." (negresse.s),  Indians,  but  the  most  famous  were  Spaniards. 
Their  'lances  were  of  the  same  eliaraeter  as  those  of  the  Greek 
flute-plavers;  the  erotic  poets  of  Rome  have  not  shrunk  from  cel- 
«bniting  the  astonishing  depravity  of  their  perlbrmances.* 

Horace  faintly  deplored  llic  pi-ogress  which  the  Ionic  dances — 
Ionia  )w>iwi  —  were  making  even  among  the  Roman  virgins.^ 
These  prostitutes  carried  on  their  calling  in  defiance  of  law.  If 
detected,  they  were  liable  to  be  whipped  and  driven  out  of  the 
city  ;*  but  as  their  customers  belonged  to  the  wealthier  classes, 
they  rarely  suffered  the  penally  of  their  conduct 

Apart,  ag*ain,  from  all  these  wxs  the  large  class  of  persons  who 
traded  in  prostitutes.  The  proper  name  for  the.se  wretches  was 
Leiiu  (liawd),  which  was  of  both  sexes,  though  usually  represented 
on  the  stage  jus  a  beardl&ss  man  with  shaven  head.  Under  this 
name  quite  a  number  of  varieties  were  included,  such  as  the  L\l- 
jMiutrn,  or  keepei-s  of  regular  houses  of  ill  fame ;  the  Adductores 
and  P'-nlurlores,  pimps;  Gniciliutricf^^  and  Aucdlulw,  women  who 
negotiated  iminonil  transactions,  and  others.  Then,  as  almost  ev- 
ery baker,  tavern-keeper,  bath-hous<.'-keeper,  barber,  and  jwrfumer 
combined  the  leiuxuuiuin,  or  trade  in  prostitutes,  with  his  other  call- 
ing, their  various  names,  tvn-iiiji;  unguentariiis,  halneariu-n,  &c.,  be- 
came synonymous  with  leiw.  This  miserable  class  was  rv  gardetl 
with  the  greatest  loathing  at  Roim-.* 

Juvenal.        '  Suidas.       '  Plantii-,  CUtcllorin.      *  .Suetoniiu.        '  Martial. 
*  flaat.  Panuliui.     Juvenal  ^aya, 

''  Ad  trrrttm  tremulo  de*e4niani  clunt  fhttiUr." 
'  Horace,  Od.  iii.  C,  21.  'See  Schubert,  loe.  cit 

'  T'-r'-nr".  Ad  l|>li.  I  ;  Catullus,  etc. 
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This  hiisty  clawsifieation  of  t!io  Homiin  jnustitntes  would  \m-  iu- 
coinpleU^  without  some  notice,  however  brief,  of  male  prostitutes. 
Fortunately,  the  progress  of  gotxl  morals  has  divested  this  repul- 
sive theme  of  its  importance;  the  object,  of  this  work  can  be  ob- 
tained without  entering  into  tiet^ls  on  a  branch  of  the  subject 
which  in  this  country  is  not  likely  to  require  fresh  legislative  no- 
tice. But  the  reader  would  form  an  imporlect  idea  of  the  .«tate  of 
morals  at  Rome  were  he  left  in  ignorance  ol'  the  fact  that  the  num- 
ber of  male  prostitutes  wiis  probably  full  as  large  as  that  of  fe- 
males; that,  its  in  Greece,  the  degrading  i>henomi-non  involved 
very  little  disgrace;  that  all  the  Roman  authors  aikide  to  it  as  a 
matter  of  course ;  that  the  leading  men  of  the  empire  weiv  known 
to  be  addicted  to  such  habits;  th.it  tiie  icdile  abstained  from  in- 
terference, sjive  where  .a  Rornar  youth  suffered  violence ;  and  that, 
to  judge  from  the  language  of  the  writers  of  the  first,  second,  and 
third  centuries  of  the  Christian  era,  the  Romans,  like  some  Asiatic 
races,  appeared  to  give  the  preference  to  unnatural  lusts.' 

HOUSES  OF   PROSTITUTION. 

Having  examined  the  laws  which  governed  prostitution  at 
Rome,  and  the  cliisse-s  into  which  prostitutes  were  divided,  it  is 
now  requisite  to  glance  at  the  eatjiblishments  in  which  prostitu- 
tion was  carried  on. 

M.  Dufour  and  others  have  followed  Publius  Victor  and  Sextus 
Rufus  in  supposing  that  during  the  Augustine  age  there  wi-re 
forty-six  lirst-class  houses  of  ill  fame  at  Rome,  and  a  much  larger 
number  of  establishments  where  prostitution  was  carried  on  with- 
out the  supervision  of  the  aeilile.  As  it  is  now  generally  ad- 
mitted that  the  works  bearing  the  luime  of  Publius  Victor  and 
Sextus  Rufus  are  forgeries  of  comparatively  recent  date,  the 
stat<'ment  loses  all  claim  to  credit,  and  we  are  lefl  without  sta- 
tistical information  as  to  the  number  of  houses  of  prostitution  at 
Rome.' 

Registered  prostitutes  were  to  be  fotind  in  the  establishmenta 
called  Lupanariu.  These  diftcred  from  the  Greek  Dicteria  in  be- 
ing of  various  cliisses,  from  the  well-]>nivided  house  of  the  Peace 
ward  to  the  filthy  dens  of  the  Esfjuiline  and  Suburran  wards; 
and  farther,  in  the  wide  range  of  prices  exacted  by  the  keepers  of 
the  various  houses.     It  is  inferred  from  the  results  of  the  excava- 

'  Rom.  i.  26,  27,  and  all  Luiin  poeta,  p<utan. 

■  See  Bunsen,  Bntrhreibune  der  Sudi  Rome,  1880,  i.  171. 
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tions  at  Pompeii,  and  wmie  Tiu-iigre  hints  tlirown  out  by  Latin 
autburs,  that  the  lupanuriu  at  Rome  wvra  small  in  size.  The 
most  prusperuiis  Were  built  like  good  Konian  houses,  with  a 
square  court-yard,  sometimes  with  a  fountain  playing  in  the  mid- 
dle. Upou  this  yard  opened  the  cells  of  the  prostitutes.  In 
smaller  establishments  the  cells  opened  upou  a  hall  or  porch, 
which  seemingly  was  used  us  a  reception-room.  The  ceils  wer« 
dark  closets,  illuminated  at  night  by  a  small  bronze  lamp.  Some- 
times they  contained  a  Wd,  but  as  often  a  few  cushions,  or  a  mere 
mat,  with  a  dirty  counterpane",  constituted  their  whole  furniture. 
Over  the  door  of  each  cell  hung  a  tablet,  with  the  name  of  the 
prostitute  who  occupied  it,  and  the  price  she  set  on  her  favors; 
on  the  other  side  with  the  word  orcnpatu.  When  a  prostitute  re- 
ceived a  visitor  in  her  cell,  she  turned  the  tablet  round  to  warn 
iiitrudurs  that  she  was  engagL-d.'  Over  the  door  of  the  house  a 
8Uggi*!>iive  image  was  either  painted,  or  represented  in  stone  or 
marble:  one  of  these  sign.s  may  be  seen  tt)  thito  day  in  PompeiL 
Within,  similar  indecent  sculptures  abounded.  Bmnze  ornaments 
of  this  style  hung  round  the  necks  of  the  courtesans;  the  lamps 
were  in  the  same  shape,  and  so  were  a  variety  ul'  other  utensils. 
The  walls  were  covered  with  appropriate  frescoes.  In  the  best- 
ordered  establishmentji,  it  is  under-stood  that  scenes  from  the  my- 
thology- were  the  usual  subjin-t.s  uf  tliese  artistic  decorations;  but 
we  have  evidence  enough  at  Pompeii  to  show  that  gross  inde- 
cency, not  ]X)eticaI  eft'ect,  was  the  main  object  sought  by  painters 
in  these  works. 

Regular  houses  of  prostitution,  tu/jatiaria,  were  of  two  kinds: 
C9t;iblishments  owned  and  managed  by  a  bawd,  who  supplied  the 
cells  with  slaves  or  hired  prostttut-es,  and  establi.shriients  where 
the  bawd  merely  let  his  celts  to  pT-ostitutes  for  a  given  sum.  In 
th<*  former  ca.se  the  bawd  was  tlie  jirineipal.  in  the  latter  the 
women.  There  is  ren.son  to  suppose  that  the  former  were  the 
moi-e  r<?sj5ectable.  Petronius  alludes  to  a  hou.se  where  so  much 
was  paid  for  the  use  of  a  cell,  and  the  sum  was  an  as,  less  than 
two  cents.^  Messalina  evitlently  betook  herself  to  one  of  these 
establishments,  which,  for  clearness'  sake,  we  may  call  assignation 
houses;  and  as  it  appears  she  was  paid  in  copper  ((wo  pojiaictt), 
it  is  safe  to  infer  that  the  house  wius  of  .slender  respectabilitv. 

The  l->est  houses  were  abundantly  supplied  with  servants  and 
luxuries.     A  swarm  of  pimps  and  runners  sought  custom  for  thera 

'  Plautus,  Arinaria  ;   Mitnial.  K|i.  patnin  ■  PelroniiM,  8«t;ricnn,  i.  38, 
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in  every  part  of  the  city.  Women — ancilUe  ornatrkes — were  in 
readiness  to  repair  with  skill  the  ravages  which  amorous  conflicts 
caused  in  the  toilets  of  the  prostitutes.  Boys — hacarioiii\s — at- 
tended at  the  door  of  the  cell  with  water  for  ablution.  St.r\'ant«, 
who  bore  the  inconsistent  title  of  aquarii,  were  ready  to  .supply 
wine  and  other  refreshments  to  customers.  And  not  a  ffw  of  the 
lupinana  kepi  a  cashier,  called  villicwi,  whose  business  it  was  to 
discuss  bargains  with  visitors,  and  to  receive  the  money  before 
txuning  the  tablet. 

Under  many  public  and  some  of  the  best  private  houses  at 
Rome  were  arches,  the  tops  of  which  were  only  a  fi»w  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  street.  These  artihes,  dark  and  deserted,  became 
a  refuge  for  prostitutes.  Their  UBjne,fornices,  at  last  became  sy- 
nonymous with  hij-mnar,  and  we  have  borrowed  from  it  our  generic 
word  fornication.'  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  sev- 
eral score  of  arches  of  this  character,  and  used  for  this  purpose, 
under  the  great  circus  and  other  theatres  at  Rome,*  besides  those 
tinder  dwelling-houses  and  stores.  The  want  of  fresh  air  was 
severely  felt  in  these  vile  abodes.  Frequent  allusions  to  the 
stench  exhaled  from  the  mouth  of  a  fornix  are  made  in  the  Ro- 
man authors.^ 

Establishments  of  a  lower  character  still  were  the  pergula;  in 
which  the  girls  occupied  a  balcony  above  the  street ;  thf  stahttla, 
where  no  cells  were  used,  and  promiscuous  intercourse  took  place 
openly  ;*  the  turturilla,  or  pigeon-houses;*  the  cunauria,  or  .suburb 
houses  of  the  very  lowest  stamp. 

The  clearest  picture  of  a  Roman  house  of  ill  fame  is  that  given 
in  the  famous  passage  of  Juvenal,  which  may  be  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  original.  The  female,  it  need  hardly  be  added,  was 
Messalina: 


"Dnrmire  viruni  quum  sensenit  uxor 
Ansa  Palatino  te^eti'ui  preefcnv  cubili, 
Sumere  noctunias  nieretrix  Augu.sta  cucullos, 
Lioquebat  wmiite  uiiuillii  noii  anijtliiLH  uiia, 
Sed  nigrttm  flavo  cnutm  abteondente  galero, 
Intravit  caliduni  veteri  centrme  lujuiiar, 
Et  ctUam  vacuam  atcjue  suani.     Tunc  tiiida  capillia 
Constitit  Buretis,  titulum  nientita  Lycisoae, 


<  Hor.  Sat.  i.  2,  30;  Juv.  Sat.  iii.  156;  Suet.  Jul.  4». 

°'  Prndentius,  in  Acn;  Boulenpi-r,  Cirqur,  etc. 

*  Oitnti  I'nfomiet,  Hor.     HedoUl /iilii/mura  /bmici*.  Mart. 
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OsUndit  que  luum,  generose  Britanniw,  ventrem. 
Excepit  blanda  intruntes,  at<)iie  (tra  fiopoicit, 
Et  resupina  jaceiis  inultonini  ul)w)rbuit  ictus. 
Mojc  lenont  tuaa  jam  ditnittente  puellai, 
Tristris  ubit,  et  quod  potuit,  tanien  ultima  cellam 
Clausit,  adhuc  ardens  rigidse  tentigine  vulvaa, 
Et  las.sata  viris  ntxyluni  satiata  recessit ; 
Obsc'umsfjHu  genis  turjiis  funioque  lucema 
Fceda  lupaiutris  tulit  ad  pulvioar  adorem."' 

Tbe  passages  in  ilolifs  contain  useful  inforniution ;  we  shall  allude 
to  some  of  them  hereafter.  Meanwhile,  it  is  evident  from  the  line 
mox  letiaiie,  etc.,  that,  at  a  certain  hour  of  the  night,  the  keepers  of 
houses  of  ill  fame  were  in  the  habit  of  closing  their  establishments 
and  sending  their  girls  home.  The  law  required  them  to  close  at 
daybreak,  but  probably  a  much  earlier  hour  may  have  suited  their 
interest 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  fornices  imder  the  cir- 
cus. It  ia  well  understotHl  that  j)n>stitates  wure  great  frequenters 
of  the  spectacles,  and  that  iu  the  arched  fornices  underneath  the 
seats  and  the  stage  thoy  were  always  ready  to  satisfy  the  passions 
which  the  comedies  and  pantomimes  only  too  frequently  aroused.' 
Tliis  waa  one  formidable  rivfd  to  the  regular  lupinaria. 

The  baths  were  another.  In  the  early  Roman  baths,  darkness, 
or,  at  best,  a  faint  twilight  reigned;  and,  besides,  not  only  were 
the  sexes  separated,  but  old  and  young  men  were  not  allowed  to 
bathe  together.^  But  after  .Sylla's  wars,  though  there  were  sepa- 
rate sudariu  and  lepularia  for  the  sexes,  they  could  meet  freely  in 
the  corridors  and  chambers,  and  any  imnionility  short  of  actual 
prostitution  could  take  place.*  Men  and  women,  girls  and  boys, 
mixed  together  in  a  slate  ul' perfect  nudity,  and  in  s\ich  cluse  prox- 
imity that  contact  could  hardly  be  avoided.  Such  an  as-i^emblage 
would  obviously  b*.-  a  place  of  re.sort  for  dealers  in  prostitutes  in 
search  of  merchandise.  At  a  later  periotl,  cells  were  attached  to 
the  bath-hoiLses,  and  young  men  and  women  kept  on  the  premis- 
es, partly  as  batli  attendunt^?  and  j)artly  £W  prostitutes.  After  the 
bath,  the  bathers,  male  and  female,  were  rubbed  down,  kneaded, 
and  anointed  by  these  attendant:*.  It  would  appear  that  women 
submitted  to  have  this  indecent  service  pertbrmed  for  them  by 

'  Juvenal,  ii.  Sat.  vi.  lilt. 

CyprUn,  K|i.  103;   Boiilenjrer,  De  Circe  R«m. ;   Amob. ;   Tenullian. 
•  Senecu,  Ep.  M;   Vol.  Mux.  ii.  I,  7.  '  Plin.  H.  N.  .^"1,  .'.4. 
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men,  and  that  health  was  not  always  the  object  sought,  even  by 
the  Roman  matrons.'  Several  emperors  endeavored  to  reraedv 
these  frightful  immoralities.  Hadrian  forbade  the  intermi.xtun; 
of  men  and  women  in  the  public  baths.'  Similar  enactment.'*  were 
made  by  Marcus  Aurelius  and  Alexander  Severus;  but  lleliojja- 
balu.s  is  said  to  have  deligbted  m  uuitiug  the  sexes,  even  iu  the 
wash-room.  As  early  as  the  Augustan  era,  however,  the  baths 
were  regarded  as  little  better  than  houses  of  prostitution  under  a 
respectable  name.'' 

Taverns  or  houses  of  entertaiumeut  were  also  in  some  measure 
brothels.  The  law  regarded  all  .servants  waiting  upon  travelera 
at  inns  or  taverns  as  pnxstitutA^s.'  It  would  appear,  also,  that 
butchers',  bakers',  and  barbers'  shops  were  open  to  a  suspicion  of 
l)eing  used  for  purposes  of  prostitution.  The  plebeian  sediles  con- 
stantly made  it  their  business  to  visit  these  in  search  of  nun'gis- 
tered  prostitutes,  though,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  number 
of  delinquents  and  the  very  incomplete  municipal  police  systen) 
of  Rome,  with  very  little  success.  The  bakei-s'  esUiblishments, 
which  generally  included  a  flour-mill,  were  haunted  by  a  low  class 
of  ]>vustituti»s  to  whom  allii.«iDii  h.is  already  been  made.  In  the 
cellar  where  the  rail!  stood  cells  were  often  constructed,  and  llie 
sediles  knew  well  that  all  who  entered  there  did  not  go  to  buy 
bii-ad.' 

Finally,  prostitution  to  a  very  large  extent  was  carried  on  in 
tlie  open  air.  Tlie  shades  of  certain  statues  and  temples,  such  as 
those  of  Marsyas,  Pan,  Priapus,  Venus,  etc.,  were  common  resorts 
for  prostituies.  It  is  said  th:it  Julia,  liie  daughter  of  the  Eiiipemr 
Augustu.s,  prostituted  herself  under  the  shade  of  a  statue  of  Mar- 
syas. Similar  haunts  of  abandoned  women  wt-re  the  arches  of 
aqueducts,  the  porticcx's  of  temples,  the  cavities  in  walls,  ete.  Even 
the  streets  in  the  poorer  wards  of  the  city  appear  to  liave  been  in- 
fested by  the  very  lowest  class  of  j)rostitutes,  whose  natural  favors 
had  long  ceased  to  be  merchantable. "     It  must  Ix-  \tonw  in  mind 

'  "Callidas  ei  rriguc  dipitos  imiiremit  aU)>t(»." — .lurenal,  ii.  Sat.  ri. 

'  S[iartiant«»,  nadriaii,  <■.  I.  See  Ovid,  Ar»  Amat. 

♦  Ulpian,  liv.  .\xiii.  I)e  rit.  nu|it. ;  Jul.  Paiiluii,  Dip. ;  Cicero. 

•  Martial  xri.  222. 

*  r^^bii  nraitra.  IjMbh  ilia, 
lUa  LcibU,  qiiam  I'atullun  uiuid, 
PUu  qwm  M.  atquf  suu  sinarll  <ininM, 
Xnnc  In  qiudiirib  at  anglpartia 
Glublt  tnagnailmM*  aeiut  nepou*. 

t  '4Tiru.ra,  Oirm.  M. 
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thai  ihu  striL'ts  (jtHoiiie  were  not  lighted,  and  that  profound  dark- 
ness reigned  when  the  moon  was  clouded  over. 


HABITS    .VND    M.A^'NEKS   OF    PBOSTITl'TES. 

A  grand  distiuutioii  between  Rutnan  and  Grtwk  prostitution 
lies  in  the  manner  in  which  commerce  with  prostitutes  was  view- 
ed in  the  two  cumniiuiiti-s.  At  Athens  there  wiis  nothing  dis- 
grucelul  in  frequenting  the  dieterioii  or  keeping  an  hetaira.  At 
Rome,  on  the  contrary,  a  married  man  who  vTsited  a  house  of  ill 
fame  was  an  adnlter,  iiiid  liable  to  the  penalties  of  adultery.  An 
habitual  frequenter  of  such  places  was  a  iiiteJiiis  or  srorUtt'jr,\)ot\i 
of  which  were  terms  oi'  scathing  reproach.  When  Cicero  wishes 
to  overwhelm  Catiline,  he  says  his  followers  are  scartaknes.'  Un- 
til the  lowest  age  of  Roman  degnulation,  moreover,  no  man  of 
any  character  entered  a  house  of  ill  fame  without  hiding  his 
face  with  the  skirt  of  his  dress.  Even  Caligula  and  Ileliogaba- 
lus  concealed  their  laces  when  they  visited  the  women  of  the 
town.' 

The  law  prescribed  with  care  the  dr.-.ss  i»f  Roman  prostitutes, 
on  the  principle  that  they  were  to  be  distinguished  in  all  things 
from  honest  women.  Thus  they  were  not  allowed  to  wear  the 
chaste  stolu  which  concealed  the  form,  or  the  villa  or  fillet  with 
which  Roman  ladies  bcjiiinl  their  luiir,  or  to  wear  shoes  {goccujs), 
or  jewels,  or  purple  nibes.  These  were  the  insignia  of  virtue. 
Prostitutes  wore  the  knjii  like  men  ;  their  hair,  dyed  yellow  or 
red,  or  filled  with  golden  s}iangie-s,  was  dressed  in  some  Asiatic 
iJEishiou.  They  wore  sandals  with  gilt  thongs  tying  over  the 
instep,  and  their  dress  was  directed  to  be  of  flowered  material. 
In  practice,  however,  tln'sc  rules  were  not  strictly  observed. 
Courtesans  wore  jewels  and  purple  robes,^  and  not  a  few  boldly 
concealed  their  profligacy  und^r  the  stnhi.  Others,  seeking  rather 
to  avoid  than  to  court  misapprehensi<jn  as  to  their  calling,  wore 
the  green  toga  proudly,  and  over  it  the  sort  of  jacket  called  amio 
ulum,  which,  like  the  white  sheet  of  baronial  times,  was  the  badge 
of  adultery.  Others,  again,  pri'ferr^-d  the  silk  and  gauze  dresses 
of  the  East  {sericce  vesteg),  which,  according  to  the  expression  of  a 
classical  writer,  "seemed  invented  to  exhibit  more  conspicuously 
what  they  were  intended  to  hide."*    Ruljes  of  Tyre  were  likewise 

'  Ck-rm  in  C«i  LMnpritlio.s  Script.  Hist.  Anc.  Elagabalut. 

'■  MartUI,  E|i.  i.  3G,  8;  iL  89;  vi.  64,  i.     See  Becker's  Gallos,  i.  321. 
*  See  alau  Senec*. 
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in  use,  whose  texture  may  be  inferred  from  the  name  of  •'  textile 
vapor"  {veyttus  textilis)  which  they  received. 

The  law  strictly  prohibited  the  use  of  vehicles  of  any  kind  to 
courtesans.  This  al.so  was  frequently  infringed.  Under  scveTid 
emperors  prostitutes  were  seen  in  open  litters  in  the  must  puMic 
parts  of  Romo,  and  others  in  litters  which  closed  with  eurtnina, 
and  served  the  purpose  of  a  bed-chamber.'  A  law  of  Domitiun 
imposed  heavy  penalties  on  a  courtesan  who  was  .seen  in  a  litter. 

In  the  lupanur,  of  course,  rules  regarding  costume  were  un- 
heeded. Prostitutes  retained  their  hair  black,  but  os  to  the  rest 
of  their  person  they  were  g(jvei-ned  by  their  own  taste.  Nudity 
appears  to  have  been  quite  cuinnton,  if  not  the  rule.  PetroniuiJ 
describes  his  hero  walking  in  the  street,  and  seeing  from  thence 
naked  prostitutes  at  the  doors  of  the  lupanaria^  Some  covered 
their  busts  with  golden  stuffe,  others  veiled  their  faces. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  rate  of  remuneration 
exacted  by  the  prostitutes  was  fi.\ed  by  themselves,  though  ap- 
parently announced  to  the  ledile.  It  is  impossible  to  form  any 
idea  of  the  average  amount  of  this  charge.  The  lowest  classes, 
a.s  has  been  mentioned,  sold  their  mia'rable  fiivors  for  about  two 
tenths  of  a  cent;  another  large  class  were  satisfied  with  two  cents. 
The  only  din-et  light  that  is  throwi>  on  this  branch  of  the  subjeta 
flows  from  an  ob.s<:ure  pa-sssige  in  the  strange  romance  entitled 
"Ajjollonius  of  Tyre,"  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  written 
by  a  Christian  named  Symposius.  In  that  work  the  capture  of  a 
virgin  named  Tarsia  by  a  bawd  is  described.  The  bawd  orders  a 
sign  or  advertisement  to  be  hung  out,  inscribed,  "  lie  who  de- 
flours  Tarsia  shall  pay  half  a  pnnnd,  afterwanl  she  shall  be  at  the 
public  service  for  a  gold  piece."  The  half  jmund  has  been  as- 
8ume<l  by  commentators  to  mean  half  a  Roman  pound  of  silver, 
and  to  have  been  worth  $30;  the  gold  piece,  according  to  the 
best  computation,  was  about  equivalent  to  $4.  But  whether  these 
figures  can  be  regarded  as  an  average  admits  of  doubt,  ev<  n  sup- 
posing our  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  sums  mentioned  ui  thp 
ancient  work  t(j  l>e  aceurati^. 

The  allusion  to  Tareia  suggests  some  notice  of  the  practice  of 
the  Roman  bawds  when  they  had  .secured  a  inrgiir.  It  will  be 
found  faithfully  described  in  that  old  English  play,  "  Pericles, 
Prince  of  Tyre,"  which  is  sometimes  bound  up  with  Shaki^peare's 

'  Seneca,  E|>.  80,  110;  Saet.  Jul.  43;  Claud.  28;  Domit.  8. 
'  Pecron.  Satyr.  I.  26. 
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■works.  When  a  bawd  had  purchased  a  virgin  aa  a  slave,  or  when, 
as  sometimes  happened  under  the  later  emperors,  a  virgin  was 
hiinded  to  him  to  be  prostituted  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  the 
door  of  his  house  was  adorned  with  twigs  of  laurel ;  a  lamp  of 
unusual  size  was  hung  out  at  night,  and  a  tablet  exhibited  some- 
what similar  to  the  one  quota!  above,  stating  that  a  virgin  had 
bi-en  received,  and  enumerating  her  charms  with  cruel  gross- 
ness.'  When  a  purchaser  had  been  found  and  a  bargain  struck, 
the  unfortunate  girl,  wften  a  mere  cliiltl,  wiw  surrendered  to 
his  brutalitv,  and  the  wretch  issued  from  the  cell  afterward, 
to  be  himst;lf  crowned  with  laurel  by  the  slaves  of  the  establish- 
ment. 

Thus  fur  of  coiniiKHr  j»njstitutes.  Though  the  Romans  had  no 
loose  women  who  could  compare  in  point  of  standing,  influence, 
or  intellect  with  the  Greek  hi't:iine,  their  higiiest  class  of  prosti- 
tutes, the_/t/(«t»(e  or  (IclicuUt,  wore  very  far  alwve  the  unfortunate 
creatures  just  described.  They  were  not  inscribed  in  the  sedile'a 
rolls;  they  haunted  no  lupanar, or  tavern,  or  baker's  stall;  they 
were  not  seen  lurking  about  shady  spots  at  iiiglit;  they  wore  no 
distinguishing  costume.  It  was  in  broad  daylight,  at  the  theatre, 
in  the  streets,  in  the  Via  Sacra,  which  wrt.s  the  favorite  resort  of 
fashionable  Rjiiie,  that  thi-y  were  to  be  found,  and  there  they  were 
only  to  be  distinguished  from  virtuous  matrons  by  the  superior 
elegance  of  their  dres.s,  and  the  swunn  nf  adiiiirera  by  whom  they 
were  surrounded.  Indexed,  under  the  later  emperors,  the  distinc- 
tion, outward  or  inward,  between  these  prostitutes  jmd  the  Roman 
matrons  uppciirs  to  have  Vjeen  very  sliglit  indeed.'  They  were 
surrounded  or  followed  by  slaves  of  either  sex,  a  favorite  waiting- 
maid  being  the  most  usual  attendant.^  Their  meaning  glances  are 
frequently  the  subject  of  caustic  allusions  in  the  Roman  poets.* 
M.iny  of  them  were  foreigners,  and  expressed  themselves  by  signs 
from  ignorance  of  the  Latin  tongue. 

These  women  were  usually  the  mistresses  of  rich  men,  though 
not  necessarily  faithful  to  their  lovers.  We  possess  no  such  bi- 
ographies of  them  as  we  have  of  the  Greek  hetairse,  nor  is  there 
an\  reason  to  supp<^i8e  that  their  lives  ever  formed  the  theme  of 
serious  works,  though  the  Roman  erotic  libraiy  wa.s  ricli.  What 
little  we  know  of  them  we  glean  mostly  from  the  verses  of  Horace, 
Tibullus,  Ovid,  Propi-rtius,  Catullus,  Martial,  and  from  snch  works 

'  Jarcnal,  Sal.  ri, ;  Tenullwn,  IX-  uxhort.  cast.  ih.  Juvenal,  Sat.  vi. 

•  Pctronius,  ii.  8."<a.  '   Plaiitu>,  Milt-* ;   A))ulriiis  ii.  27. 
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,  and  the  novel  of  Apuleiua.s 


as  the  Satyricon  of  Petronius, 
little  is  hardly  worth  the  kmnviiig. 

Thf  first  live  poets  iiu'iitioned — Catullus,  Horace,  Propertiua- 
Ovid,  and  Tibullus — devoted  no  small  portion  of  their  time  ana 
talent  to  the  celebration  of  their  mistresses.  But  be^yond  their 
names.  Lydia,  Chloe,  Lalag*;,  Lesbia,  Cynthia,  Delia,  Neiera,  Corin- 
na,  ic.,  we  are  taught  nothing  about  them  but  what  might  havi- 
been  taken  for  granted,  that  they  were  oeeasionally  beautiful,  las- 
civious, extravagant,  oJlen  faithless  and  heartless.  From  passage.'* 
in  Ovid,  and  also  in  one  or  two  of  the  others,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  it  was  not  uncommon  fur  these  great  prostitutes  to  have  u 
nouiiual  buslwad,  who  undertook  the  duty  of  negotiating  their 
immoral  bargains  [kno  man'Ctis), 

The  only  really  usi'ful  information  we  derive  from  tliese  erotic 
effusions  relates  to  the  pt>els  themselves.  All  the  five  we  have 
mentioned  moved  in  the  best  soeiety  at  Rome.  Some  of  tlittn, 
liki'  Il'traee,  saw  their  fame  (Mihiiiiuito  during  their  lifetime;  oth- 
ers tilled  important  stiitiims  under  government.  Ovid  Wiis  inti- 
mate with  the  Emperor  Augustus,  and  his  exile  is  suppo.sed  to 
have  been  caused  by  some  iuijiroper  diseoveries  he  made  with  ii- 
gard  to  the  emj>eror's  relations  with  his  ii;iugliter.  Yet  it  is  quite 
evident  that  all  these  persons  habitually  lived  with  prostittrtes, 
felt  iio  shame  on  that  lu-eount,  and  nrorded  unblushingly  the 
charms  and  exploits  of  their  mistresses  in  venses  intended  to  be 
read  indiscriminately  by  the  Roman  youths. 

Betwfi-u  Ovid  and  Martial  the  distance  is  immense.  Half  a 
century  divided  tlieni  in  ])i)ii»t  of  time  ;  whole  ages  in  tone.  Dur- 
ing the  Augustan  era,  the  language  "of  po«>ta,  thougli  much  freer 
than  would  be  tolerated  to-day,  was  not  invarinbly  coarse.  No 
gross  i/X]iressions  are  used  by  the  jH^ets  ol'  that  day  in  addressing 
their  mistresses,  and  even  common  prostitutes  are  adda-ssed  with 
epithi'ts  wliieh  a  modem  lover  might  apply  to  his  Ix'trothed. 
But  Martial  ktiows  no  decency.  It  maj-  safely  be  said  that  hia 
epigrams  ought  never  again  to  be  translated  into  a  modem 
tongue.  Exjin-s-sions  designating  the  most  loathsome  depravi- 
ties, and  which,  happily,  have  no  equivalent,  and  need  none,  in 
our  language,  abound  in  his  pages.  Pictures  of  the  most  revolt- 
ing jiruriencv  succeed  each  other  rajiidly.  In  a  word,  such  lan- 
guage is  used  and  such  scenes  dcpictetl  as  would  involve  the  ex- 
pul.sion  of  their  utterer  from  any  house  of  ill  fame  in  modem 
times.     Yet  Martial  enjoyed  high  favor  under  government.     He 
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was  enabled  to  procure  the  naturalization  of  many  of  hia  Spanish 
iriendis.  He  postsessed  a  country  and  a  town  house,  both  probably 
gifts  from  the  erajx-ror.  His  works,  even  in  his  lil'etime,  were 
L-areliilly  sought  after,  not  only  in  Kome,  but  in  Gaul,  Spain,  and 
the  other  province*.  Upon  the  character  and  life  of  courtesans  in 
his  day  he  throws  but  little  light.  The  women  whose  hi'leoua 
depravity  he  celebrates  must  have  been  well  known  ai  Korae; 
their  names  must  have  been  familiar  to  the  ears  of  Koiuati  society. 
But  this  feature  of  Roman  I'ivilization,  the  not'iriety  of  prostitutes 
and  of  their  vile  arts,  properly  belongs  to  another  division  of  the 
subject. 

ROM.\X   SOCIETY. 

It  was  often  said  by  the  ancients  that  the  more  prostitutes  there 
were,  the  safer  would  be  virtuous  women.  "  Well  done,"  said  the 
moralist  to  a  youth  entering  a  house  of  ill  fame ;  "  so  shall  thou 
spare  matrons  and  maidcn-s."  As  this  idea  rests  upon  a  slender 
substratum  of  plausibility,  it  may  l)e  as  well  t4)  expose  its  fallacy, 
which  can  be  done  very  completely  by  a  glance  at  Roman  society 
under  the  emperors. 

Even  allowing  for  jioeiicjil  exaggeration,  it  may  safely  be  said 
that  there  is  no  modern  society,  perhajis  there  has  never  existed 
any  since  the  fall  of  Rome,  to  which  Juvenal's  famous  .satire  on 
women  can  be  applied.'  ItKli-pendeiitly  of  the  unnatural  lusts 
which  were  so  unblushinglv  avowed,  the  picture  drawn  by  the 
Roman  surpasses  modern  oredibility.  That  it  was  faithful  to  na- 
ture and  fact,  there  i.s,  unhajtpily,  too  much  reason  to  believe. 
The  causes  must  be  S(jughl  in  various  liirections. 

Two  marked  distinctions  between  nuKlern  and  ancient  society 
may  at  once  Ix'  noticed.  In  no  modem  civilized  society  is  it  al- 
lowable to  present  immodest  images  to  the  eye,  or  to  utter  iin- 
m<>le.st  words  in  the  ear  of  females  or  youth.  At  Rome  the  eon- 
iniry  was  the  rule.  The  walls  of  re.ipeetable  houses  were  cover- 
ed with  paintings,  of  which  one  hardly  dares  in  our  times  to  men- 
tion the  subjects.  La.scivious  fresc(X-s  and  lewd  sculptures,  such 
as  would  be  .seized  in  any  mtKlern  couiitry  by  the  police,  filled  the 
halls  of  the  most  virtuous  Roman  citizens  and  nobles.*  Ingenuity 
had  l)een  taxe<l  to  the  utmost  to  reproduce  certain  indecent  ob- 
jects under  new  fbrni.s.^     Nor  was  common  indecency  adequate 

'  JiiTrnAl.  .Sat.  ri. 

■  Prn|K-nin«.  ii.  «  :   Snet.  Tib.  4.1.  find  Vit.  Hor. :  Pliny,  xxxr.  37. 
Sec  the  coUiH'ti'iii  m  the  .Miiwo  B<>rb<>ni<c  at  Na[il<'s  t'lc. 
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to  supply  the  depraved  taste  of  tlie  Romans.  Such  groups  as 
satyrs  and  nymphs,  Leda  and  the  swan,  Pasipha*  and  the  bull, 
satyrs  and  she-goats,  were  abundant.  Some  of  them  have  been 
found,  and  exhibit  a  wonderful  artistic  skill.  All  of  these  were 
daily  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  children  and  young  girls,  who, 
as  Propertius  says,  were  not  allowed  to  remain  novices  in  any 
infamy. 

Again,  though  a  Horace  would  use  polite  expressions  in  ad- 
dressing Tyndaris  or  Lalage,  the  Latin  tongue  was  much  freer 
than  any  modem  one.  There  is  not  a  Latin  author  of  the  best 
age  in  whose  writings  the  coarsest  words  can  not  be  found.  The 
comedies  were  frightfully  obscene,  both  in  ideas  and  expressions. 
A  youth  or  a  maiden  could  not  begin  to  acquire  instruction  with- 
out meeting  words  of  the  grossest  meaning.  The  convenient  ad- 
age, C/turta  noil  erubesck,  was  invented  to  hide  the  pruriency  of 
authors,  and  one  of  the  worst  puts  in  the  wretched  plea  that, 
"  though  his  page  is  lewd,  his  life  is  pure."  It  is  quite  certain 
that,  whatever  might  have  been  the  eftect  on  the  poet,  his  readers 
could  not  but  be  demoralized  by  the  lewdness  of  his  verses. 

Add  to  these  causes  of  immorality  the  baths,  and  a  fiiir  easr  in 
support  of  Juvenal  will  be  already  made  out.  A  young  Roman 
girl,  with  warm  southern  biood  in  her  veins,  who  could  gaze  on 
the  UTiveiled  pictures  of  the  loves  of  Venus,  read  the  shameful 
epigran)s  of  Martial,  or  the  burning  love-songs  of  Catullus,  go  to 
the  baths  and  see  the  nudity  of  scores  of  men  and  women,  be 
touched  herself  by  a  hundred  lewd  hands,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
bathers  who  rubbed  her  dry  and  kneaded  her  limbs — a  young 
girl  who  could  withstand  such  exiieriences  and  remain  virtuous 
would  need,  indeed,  to  be  a  miracle  of  principle  and  strength  of 
mind. 

But  even  then  religion  and  law  remained  to  assail  her.  She 
could  not  walk  through  the  streets  of  Rome  without  seeing  tem- 
ples raised  U:>  tlie  honor  of  Venus,  that  Venus  who  was  the  mother 
of  Rome,  as  the  patroness  of  illicit  pleasures.  In  every  field  and 
in  many  a  square,  statues  of  Priapus,  whose  enormous  indecency 
was  his  chief  characteristic,  presented  themselves  to  view,  often 
surrounded  by  pious  matrons  in  quest  of  favor  from  the  god. 
Once  a  year,  at  the  Lupercalia,  she  saw  young  men  running 
naked  through  the  streets,  armed  with  thongs  with  which  they 
struck  every  woman  they  saw;  and  she  noticed  that  matrons 
courted  thLs  flagellation  as  n  ni'-.m*  of  lieeoming  prolific.     What 
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relarn  and  give  an  uccouut  of  the  interview  for  the  amusement  of 
the  company.'  Messalina  ao  far  eclipsed  Claudius  in  depravity 
that  the  "  profuse  debauches"  of  the  former  appear,  by  contrast, 
almost  nr;xleraU;  and  virtuous.* 

Nero  surpassed  his  predecessors  in  cynic  recklessness.  He  was 
an  habitual  frequenter  of  houses  of  prostitution.  He  dined  m  pub- 
lie  at  the  great  circus  among  a  crowd  of  prostitutes.  He  founded, 
on  the  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Naples,  houses  of  prostitution,  and 
filled  them  with  females,  whose  di.ssolute  habits  were  their  recora- 
mendati<'>u  to  his  notice.  The  brief  sketch  of  his  journeys  given 
by  Tacitus,  and  the  allusions  to  his  minister  of  pleasures,  Tigel- 
liniu",  leave  no  room  for  doubting  that  he  was  a  monster  of  de- 
pnivity.'  ' 

Pjissmg  over  a  coarse  Gallia,  a  profligate  Otho,  a  beastly  Vitel- 
lius,  a  mean  Vespasian,  and  a  di.ss<;)lute  Titus,  Domitian  revived 
the  age  of  Nero.  He  seiluced  his  brother's  daughter,  and  carried 
her  away  from  her  husband,  bathed  habitually  in  company  with  a 
band  of  prostitutes,  and  set  jiii  example  of  hideous  vice  while  enact- 
ing severe  laws  against  debauchery.  After  another  inter\-al.  Corn- 
modus  converted  the  palace  into  a  house  of  prostitution.  He  kept 
in  his  pay  three  hundred  girls  of  great  beauty,  and  as  many  youtha, 
and  revived  his  dull  senses  by  the  sight  of  pleasures  he  could  no 
longer  share.  Like  Nero,  he  violated  liis  sisters;  like  him,  he  as- 
Biuned  the  dress  and  functions  of  a  female,  and  gratified  the  court 
with  the  spectacle  of  his  marriage  to  one  of  his  freedmen.  Final- 
ly, Elagabalus,  wlu>m  the  historian  could  only  compart-  to  a  wild 
beast,  surpassed  even  the  most  audacious  infamies  of  his  jiredeces- 
Bore.  It  WiU"  his  pride  to  have  Ijcen  able  to  teach  even  the  most 
expert  courle-saJis  of  Rome  something  mon^  than  they  knew;  his 
pleasure  to  wallow  among  them  naked,  and  to  pull  down  into 
the  sink  of  bestiality  in  which  he  lived  the  fii-st  officers  of  the  em- 
pire. 

When  such  was  the  example  set  by  men  in  high  places,  there  is 
no  need  of  inquiring  fiuther  into  the  condition  of  the  public  mor- 
als. A  censor  like  Tacitus  might  indignantly  rejjrove,  but  a  Mar- 
tial— and  he  was,  no  doubt,  a  better  exponent  of  public  and  .social 
life  than  the  stem  hisT/5rian  —  would  only  laugh,  and  copy  the 
model  W'fore  him.  It  may  safely  be  asserted  that  there  does  not 
exist  m  any  modem  language  a  piece  of  writing  which  indicates 


Suetiiniiw,  Califnila.  24. 
T»<iiBs  Ann.  xv.  87-40. 
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debauchery  only  provokes  a  luugli.  If  a  iniui  declines  to  aceede 
to  the  propositions  which  the  women  are  the  lirst  to  make,  it  must 
be  because  he  is  a  disciple  of  the  aversa  Venus,  and  whole  cities 
are  dt-pic'ted  as  joining  in  the  hue  and  cry  after  the  lost  /rater  of 
a  noted  debauchee. 

The  commessationtby  which  Cicero  enumenites  among  the  symp- 
toms of  corruption  in  his  time,  had  become  >>{  universul  tisage. 
It  Wits  for  ihein  that  the  cooks  of  Koine  exhaiisti'd  their  art  in 
devising  the  dishes  which  have  puzzled  morlern  gasti-onomists; 
for  them  that  the  rare  old  wines  of  Italy  were  stowed  :i\v;iy  in 
cellars;  for  them  that  Egyptian  and  Ii)niaii  daneing-giils  stripjx^d 
themselves,  or  donned  the  nehula  linea}  No  En^disli  words  can 
picture  the  monstrosities  which  an*  Ciihnly  iiarnited  in  the  pages 
of  Petronius  and  Martial.  AVell  might  Juvenal  cry,  "Vice  has 
culminated."' 

It  i.s  perhaps  diftieult  to  conceive  how  it  could  have  Ix-eii  oth- 
erwise, considei-irig  the  exaniples  .set  liy  the  emperors.  It  requires 
no  snjall  research  to  discover  a  single  character  in  the  long  list 
that  was  not  stained  by  the  gros.sest  iiabit.s.  Julius  Ciesar,  "the 
b:dd  adulterer,"  was  commonly  Siiid  to  be  "husband  of  all  men's 
wives."*  Augustus,  whose  youth  hiul  been  so  dissolute  as  to  sug- 
gest a  most  coiifemptiuins  eiiigrani,  emjjloyed  men  in  his  old  age 
to  pnx-'ure  matrons  and  msiideiis,  whom  these  purveyors  of  iiiijM'-- 
rial  lust  examine*!  as  though  they  had  been  horses  at  a  public 
sjile.*  The  atnours  of  Tiberius  in  his  retreat  atCapreie  c;in  not  be 
describeil.  It  will  suffice  to  say  there  Wiis  no  invention  of  infamy 
which  he  did  not  putronise ;  that  no  young  person  of  any  charms 
was  siife  front  his  lust.  More  than  one  si*nator  felt  that  .safl'tv  re- 
quired he  should  remove  his  himd.sonie  wife  or  pretty  daughter 
fr«nn  Rome,  for  Tiberius  was  ever  rciidy  to  avenge  olxstacli-s  with 
death.  The  sad  fate  of  the  beautiful  .\I;illoiiia,  who  stablied  her- 
self during  a  lawsuit  wdiich  the  enqwror  hail  iii.stituted  again.st  her 
because  she  refused  to  coinj)ly  with  liis  beastly  denuuids.  gives  a 
pictuix'  of  the  age.'  Caligula,  who  made  some  changes  in  tiie  tax 
levied  on  prostitutes,  and  established  a  brothel  in  the  palace,  com- 
menced life  by  debauching  his  si.sters,  and  ended  it  by  giving  gi  ami 
dinners,  during  which  he  would  n-move  from  the  room  any  liuly 
he  plea.«<'d.  and,  after  spending  a  few  minutes  with  her  in  private, 

'  Pmtod.  .^ntjT.  ii.  70,  etc.  JuTpniil,  S«t.  vi.  Sncionint,  .T'4l.  SI. 

-•  Videi>ne  m  cimedns  iirbano  dipito  tcini*r«t  ?     Snet.  Ang.  68,  Ptc. 
'  Sni-tonins.  TilxTiiis,  42. 
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reiurii  and  give  an  act-ouut  of  the  interview  for  the  amusement  of 
the  company.'  Messalina  so  far  eclipsed  Claudius  in  depravity 
that  the  ••  profuik*  debuuchea"  of  the  former  appear,  by  contrast, 
almost  ir:'xleraie  and  virtuous.* 

Nero  surpiLssed  his  predecessors  in  cynic  recklessness.  He  was 
an  habitual  frequenter  of  houses  of  prostitution.  He  dined  in  pub- 
lic at  the  great  circus  among  a  crowd  of  prostitutes.  He  founded, 
on  the  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Naples,  houses  of  prostitution,  and 
filled  thrm  with  females,  whose  dissolute  habits  were  their  recom- 
mendation to  his  notice.  The  brief  sketch  of  his  journeys  given 
by  Tacitus,  and  the  allusions  to  his  minister  of  pleasures,  Tigel- 
linu.s,  leave  no  room  for  doubting  that  he  was  a  monster  of  de- 
pravity.^ ' 

Pitssirg  over  a  coarse  Galba,  a  profligate  Otho,  a  beastly  Vitel- 
lius,  a  mean  Vespaisian,  and  a  dissolute  Titus,  Domitian  revived 
the  age  of  Nero.  Ue  seduced  his  brother's  daughter,  and  carried 
her  away  from  her  husband,  bathed  habitually  in  company  with  a 
band  of  prostitutes,  and  set  an  example  uf  hideous  vice  while  enact- 
ing severe  laws  against  dchjiuchery.  AfWr  another  interval,  Com- 
modus  converted  the  palace  into  a  house  of  prostitution.  He  kept 
in  his  pay  three  hundred  girls  of  great  beatity,  and  as  many  youths, 
and  revivi'd  his  dull  senses  by  the  sight  of  plejtsures  he  could  no 
longer  share.  Like  Nt-ro,  he  violated  his  sisters;  like  him,  he  as- 
Bumed  the  dress  and  functions  of  a  female,  and  gratified  the  court 
with  tin-  spi-etacle  of  his  marriage  to  one  of  his  freedrnen.  Final- 
ly, Elagabalus,  whom  the  historian  couM  only  compaiv  to  a  wild 
beast,  surpassed  even  the  most  audacious  infamies  of  his  predeces- 
sors. It  was  his  pride  to  have  tieen  able  to  leach  even  the  most 
expert  c^nurtesans  of  Ronie  something  more  thmi  they  knew;  his 
plejisure  Ui  wallow  among  them  naked,  and  to  pull  down  into 
the  sink  of  bestiality  in  which  he  lived  the  first  officers  of  the  em- 
pire. 

When  such  was  the  example  set  by  men  in  high  places,  there  is 
no  need  of  inquiring  farther  into  the  condition  of  llie  public  mor- 
als. A  censor  like  Tacitus  might  indignantly  reprove,  but  a  Mar- 
tini— and  he  was,  no  doubt,  a  better  exponent  til'  public  and  social 
life  than  the  stem  historian  —  would  only  laugh,  and  copy  the 
modfl  l->efore  him.  It  may  safely  be  asserted  that  there  does  not 
exist  in  any  modem  language  a  piece  of  writing  which  indicates 

'  Sacii>niii.«,  Culicnla.  24.  -   Id.  Clnndina,  26;  JuTcnal,  S»t.  tL 
'  T•ciln^  Ann.  xv.  37-tO. 
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BO  hopelessly  depraved  a  state  of  morals  as  Martial's  epigram  on 
his  wife. 


SECRET   DISEASES   AT   ROME. 

At  what  period,  atid  where,  venereal  diseases  first  made  their 
appearance,  is  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  was  long  the  opinion  of  the 
faculty  that  they  were  of  mo<lern  origin,  and  that  Eurojit;  had  ile- 
rived  them  from  America,  where  the  sailors  of  Coiumljus  had 
first  contracted  them.  This  opinion  does  not  appear  to  rest  on 
any  sohd  basis,  and  is  now  generally  rejected.  The  fact  i.s  that 
the  venereal  disea.se  prevailed  exten.«ively  in  Europe  in  the  fif- 
teenth century  ;  but  tlie  presumption,  from  an  imposing  mass  of 
circumstantial  evidence,  is  that  it  has  afflicted  humanity  from  the 
beginning  of  history. 

Still,  it  is  strange  that  Greek  and  Latin  authors  do  not  nit-ntion 
it.  There  is  a  passage  in  Juvenal  in  which  allusion  is  made  to  a 
disgusting  disease,  which  appears  tn  bear  resemblance  to  venereal 
disease.  Epigrams  of  Martial  liiiil  at  .something  of  the  saim-  kind. 
Celsus  describes  sevend  diswisfs  of  the  generative  organs,  but 
none  of  these  authors  a.scribe  the  diseases  they  mention  to  venere- 
al intercourse. 

Celsus  prefaces  what  he  says  on  the  subject  of  tliis  elas.s  of 
maladies  with  an  apology.  Nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  has  led 
him  to  allude  to  matters  so  dclicjite;  but  he  feels  that  he  ought 
not  to  allow  his  country  to  lose  the  Iwnefit  of  his  experience,  and 
he  conceives  it  to  Im  "desirable  to  disseminate  among  the  people 
some  mediail  principles  with  regard  to  a  class  of  diseases  wiiich 
are  never  revealed  to  any  one." 

After  this  ajwlogy,  he  proceeds  tn  speak  of  a  di.sease  which  he 
calls  iiift<immalio  colis,  whieh  seems  to  have  borne  a  striking  an- 
alogy to  the  modern  P/ii/jnosis.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the 
EJlephaittiasis,  which  he  de.seribes  at  length,  was  also  of  a  svphilitic 
character;  and  the  symptoms  detoiled  by  Aretous,  who  wrote  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  first  century,  certainly  remind  the  readc>r  of 
secondary  syphilis;  but  the  best  opinion  of  to-day  appears  to  be 
ihjit  the  dist\ises  are  di.stinct  and  uiieoniiected. 

Women  aflBicted  with  secret  diseases  were  called  mtmninientay 
which  exph.ins  itself  They  prayed  to  Juno  Fluonia  for  n^lief 
j>nd  used  the  aster  aUicus  by  way  of  medicine.  The  Gr.ik  term 
fir  this  herbb<3ing  Bonbomion,  which  the  Romans  convened  into 
Bubonium,  that  word  eame  to  be  applied  tn  the  disease  for  which 


HOME. 


85 


it  was  given,  whethiT  in  ihe  case  ol'  leinales  or  msdes.  Modem 
science  has  obtained  thence  the  term  Bubo.  The  Koomns  said 
of  a  female  who  communicated  a  disease  to  a  man,  Htrc  le  im- 
hiliinttl.' 

We  find,  moreover,  in  the  later  writers,  allusions  to  the  itiorbus 
atmpami.s,  the  cliuumnrut,  the  rubitju,  etc.,  which  were  all  secret  ilia- 
eases  of  a  type,  if  not  syphilitic,  stnjngly  resembling  it.  It  must 
be  admitted,  however,  that  no  passage  in  the  ancient  writers  di- 
rectly ascrib<!8  these  diseases  to  commerce  with  prostitutes. 

Roman  doctors  declined  to  treat  secret  diseases.  They  were 
c«Iie<l  by  the  generic  term  morbitJi  tndtvens,  and  it  was  considered 
unl)ecoming  to  confess  to  them  or  to  treat  them.  Rich  men  own- 
ed a  slave  doctor  who  was  in  the  etmfidence  of  the  family,  and  to 
whom  such  delicjite  secrets  would  naturally  be  confided.  But  the 
mass  of  the  people  were  restnined  by  sliame  from  communicating 
their  misfortunes ;  lus  was  the  case  among  the  Jews,  the  unhappy 
patient  was  driven  to  seclusion  as  the  only  remedy.  However 
cruel  and  senseless  tbis  practice  nuiy  have  beeti  as  regarded  the 
sufferer,  it  was  of  service  to  the.  people,  as  it  prevented,  in  some 
degree,  the  spread  of  contagion. 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  civil  wars,  and  perhaps  as  late  as  the 
Christian  era,  die  only  jihysicians  at  Rome  were  drug-.se!lors,  en- 
chanters, and  midwives.  The  standing  of  tlie  former  may  be  in- 
ferre<l  from  a  pa.s.«age  in  Horace,  when,'  he  ('la-s-ses  them  with  the 
lowest  outcasts  of  Roman  society.*  The  enchanters  (.w.'/")  made 
philtres  to  pro<Juce  or  impede  the  sensual  ajipetite.  They  were 
execrated,  and  evin  so  amonMis  a  poet  as  Ovid  felt  bound  to  warn 
yonug  girls  against  the  evil  efteets  of  the  aj^hnxlisiacs  they  con- 
cocted.^ Midwives  also  made  philtres,  and  are  oAen  confounded 
with  the  saga.  The  healing  science  of  the  three  classes  mu.""!  have 
been  small. 

About  the  reign  of  Augustus,  Greek  physicians  began  to  settle 

Rome.  They  j-wssess  d  much  theory,  and  some  practical  ex- 
perience, as  the  Treatise  of  Celsus  shows,  and  .<=o<>n  became  an  im- 
portant class  in  R<,)mau  .society.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the 
n-ign  of  Nero,  that  an  office  of  public  physician  was  created 
L'nder  that  emperor,  a  Greek  named  Andn)machus  wjis  appoint- 
ed arrfiiater,  or  court  jthysieian,  and  archialii  j)opularea  were  soon 
afterward  appointed  for  the  people.  They  were  allowed  to  re- 
ceive money  from  the  rich,  but  they  were  bouinl,  in  consideration 
ScaJig«r.    .  ■  Horace,  Sm.  i.  2,  1.  Ovid,  Ri-m -d.  Amor. 
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ol'  various  privileges  IjL'stowfd  uu  tLt-ir  nthci',  to  treat  flif  poor 
gnitiiitouislj.  Tliey  were  stationed  in  evei  v  city  in  tLe  empire. 
Riniie  hiul  fourteen,  besides  those  attached  to  the  Vestals,  the 
(iyiitnasia,  and  the  court ;  other  large  cities  hud  ten,  :ind  so  on, 
down  to  tlie  small  towns  which  had  one  or  two.'  From  the  du- 
tie."  and  privileges  of  the  urc/iiatii,  it  would  apjiear  they  were  sub- 
jet.'t  to  the  ifdiles. 

It  may  seem  almost  superfluous  to  add  that  no  carel'ul  medical 
reiuler  of  the  hifltory  of  Rome  under  the  empire  can  doubt  but 
the  iuvhiatii  filled  no  .sinecure,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
diseajscs  they  treatetl  were  directly  traceable  to  prostitution. 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE   EARI.V    C'HKISTIAX    EK.\. 

Christiiin  Tcacherti  preach  ChnMitv. — Hurrible  Puiiishmeiu  of  Christian  Virtrins. — 
I'lTSfrulion  of  \V(>m<'n. — (""iiviTfioii  of  Pnwtitiiics. — The  Gni)»tir>. — The  AMreC- 
ii>. — • 'onvciimiil  Life. — 0|iiiit"ii  i>f  tlic  Fuihei-«  on  I'lustitmiuii. — Tax  on  Proili- 
mii'-. — I'unisbment  of  Pr<wiituK*»  uikIit  the  Greek  Emjierons. 

1'i;rh.\ps  the  mo.si  marked  originality  of  the  Cliristian  doctrine 
was  the  stress  it  laid  on  chastity.  It  has  been  well  remarked 
that  even  the  most  austere  of  the  pagan  moral  i.sts  reconmieuded 
chastity  on  ecimomical  grounds  aione.  The  apostles  exacted  it  as 
a  moral  and  religi<jus  duty.  They  preached  against  lewdness  as 
fervently  as  against  heathenism.  Not  one  of  the  epistles  contain- 
ed in  the  New  Testament  but  inveighs,  in  tiie  strongest  language, 
against  the  vices  classed  under  the  generic  head  of  luxury.  Nor 
can  it  be  doubled  that,  under  divine  Providence,  the  obviotts 
merit  of  this  feature  in  the  new  religion  exen'i.sed  a  large  influ- 
ence in  rallying  the  better  class  of  minds  to  it.s  support. 

From  the  first,  the  Chri.stian  communiiies  made  a  jiust  boast  of 
the  puritv  of  their  morali*.  Their  advei-sarie.s  met  tlieni  on  this 
ground  at  great  dis<id vantage.  It  was  not(jriLPiis  that  the  college 
of  Vestals  had  been  sustained  with  great  difficulty.  Ljitterly,  it 
had  hi-en  found  necessary  to  supply  vueaneies  with  children,  and 
even  under  these  circumstances,  the  number  of  Vestals  buried  alive 
bore  btit  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  number  who  had  incur- 
red this  dread  jK'nalty.  Nor  could  it  bo  denied  that  the  chastitj' 
'  I>iii.  27.  1.  6;  Cod.  Tbeodiw.  xiil.  .1.     !»■  M  .lii.  ct  |irnff». 
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of  the  Komaii  virgins  was,  at  l>?«i>,  but  panui,  tbe  purest  ainoug 
iheiu  being  accustomed  to  unchaste  language  aud  unchaste  sights. 
The  Christian  congregations,  on  the  contrary,  contained  numbei's 
oi  virgins  who  had  devoted  theinselvea  to  celibacy. ibr  the  love  of 
Christ.    They  were  modest  in  their  dress,  decorous  in  their  man- 
ners, chaste  in  their  sjwech.'     They  refused  to  attend  the  theatres; 
lived  frugally  and  temperately  ;  allowed  no  dancers  at  their  ban- 
quets;  used  no  perfumes,  and  abstained  generally  from  evtiy 
practice  which  could  endanger  their  rigorous  continence.*     Mar- 
riage among  the  Christians  was  a  holy  institution,  whose  sole 
end  waa  the  pro<ireatioti  of  children.     It  was  not  to  be  u.sed,  as 
was  the  case  to<3  often  among  the  heathen,  as  a  cloak  for  iinmoral- 
ilies.     Christ,  they  said,  permitted  marriage,  but  did  not  permit 
luxur}'.'    The  early  fathers  imposed  severe  penitences  on  fomi- 
jUion,  adultery,  imd  other  varieties  of  sensuality. 
Persecution  aided  the  Church  in  the  great  work  of  purifving 
public  morals,  by  forcing  it  to  keep  in  view  the  Christian  distinc- 
tion between  moral  and  physical  guilt.     At  what  time  it  became 
»     usual  to  condemn  Cliri.stian  virgins  to  the  brothel  it  is  ditlicult  to 
discover.    The  practice  may  have  arisen  from  the  hideous  custom 
which  enjoined  the  violation  of  Roman  maidens  before  execution, 
_      if  the  existence  of  such  a  custom  can  be  assumed  on  the  authority 
I     of  so  loose  a  chronicler  as  Suetonius.*    However  this  be,  this  hor- 
rible retiiioment  of  brutality  was  in  use  in  the  time  of  Marcus  Au- 
r«>lius.*     Virgins  were  seized  and  required  to  sacrifice  to  idols. 
Refusing,  they  were  dragged,  often  naked,  thn>ugh  the  streets  to 
a  brothel,  and  there  abandoned  to  the  lubricity  of  the  {nipulace. 
•  piety  of  the  early  Christians  promptetl  the  belief  that  on  many 
jiciious  occasions  the  Almighty  luid  interfered  to  protect  his 
chosen  children  in  this  dire  calamity.*    St.  Agnes,  having  ivfused 
to  sacrifice  to  Vesta,  was  sfiid  to  have  been  stripped  naked  by  the 
order  of  the  prefect ;  but,  no  sooner  had  her  garments  fallen,  than 
her  hair  gn-w  miraculously,  an<l  enveloped  her  as  in  a  shroud, 
fragged  to  the  brothel,  a  wonderful  light  shone  from  her  body, 
Id  the  by -slanders,  appalled  at  the  .sight,  instead  of  oft'cring  her 
Tiolenc«%  fell  at  her  kn«vs,  tilt,  at  l:u<t,  the  [irefect's  son.  Inildcr  and 
more  reckless  than  the  others,  advimced  to  eniisummate  her  sen- 
tence, and  was  .stnick  dead  at  her  feet  Ijy  a  thuiulcrVxilt.'     Theo- 

'   Ambrniiias,  Oe  ViTf.  lib.  i.     Prudrntiiu  in  Syromueh.  ;  BosiL  Inter.  IT,  nwp. 
■  Cyprian,  De  Pndici.  He.  Clem.  Pwdap.  ii.  10.        •  Sueton.  Vii.  Tibt-r. 

'  Tertnl.  Apol.         •  Basil,  Pc  vera  Virpin.  52.  '  Ambrus.  Epiut.  iv.  cp.  34. 
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doru,  a  noble  lady  of  Alexandria,  was  equally  undauuicu 
equally  faithful  to  her  creed.  The  judge  allowed  her  three  days 
to  deliberate,  warning  her  of  the  consequences  of  obstinacy.  She 
wiis  firm,  and  was  led  into  a  house  of  prostitution.  There,  in  the 
midst  of  debauched  persons  of  both  sexes,  she  prayed  to  God  for 
help,  and  the  sight  of  the  half-naked  virgin  beut  in  fervent  prayer 
struck  awe  into  the  minds  of  the  people.  At  last  a  soldier  de- 
clared that  he  would  fuIiiSl  the  judgment.  Thrust  into  u  cell  with 
Theodora,  he  confessed  that  he  was  a  Christian,  dressed  her  in  his 
clothes,  and  enabled  her  to  escape,  lie  was  seized  iuid  executed  ; 
but  the  Christian  virgin,  refusing  to  purchase  her  safety  at  such  a 
price,  gave  herself  up,  and  died  with  him.'  Similar  stones  are 
contained  in  several  of  the  Christian  fathers.^ 

There  is,  unhappily,  no  reiisou  to  duubt  that  in  many  instances 
the  brutal  mandate  of  the  pagan  judges  was  rigorously  executed, 
and  that  the  faith  of  many  Chri.«tian  virgins  was  assailed  through 
the  channel  of  their  virtue.  This  appears  to  have  been  frequent- 
ly the  case  during  the  persecution  of  Diocletian,  when  we  hear  of 
Christian  women  being  suspended  naked  by  one  fixjt.  and  tortured 
in  other  savage  and  intenial  ways.  The  practice  led  to  the  cleas 
enunciation  of  the  important  d(x;trine  of  moral  chastity,  already 
stated  by  Christ  himself  in  the  Gospel.  The  Romans  i-uuld  not 
conceive  a  chaste  soul  in  a  body  that  had  endured  pollution,  and 
hence  for  Lucretia  there  was  no  resource  but  the  poniard.  It  was 
left  for  St.  Augustin,  St.  Jerome,  and  the  other  fathers,  to  assert 
boldly  that  the  crime  lay  in  the  intention  and  not  in  the  act;  that 
a  chaste  heart  might  inhaVjit  a  body  which  brutal  force  had  soiled ; 
and  that  the  Chri.stian  virgins  whom  an  intkmous  judge  had  sen- 
tenced to  the  brothel  were  none  the  l^ss  aecepiable  servants  of  God.'' 

The  only  retaliation  attempted  by  the  early  Christians  was  the 

conversion  of  prostitutes.  The  works  of  the  fathers  contani  many 
narratives  of  remarkable  conversions  of  this  character,  and  a  learn- 
ed Jesuit  once  compiled  a  voluminous  work  on  the  subject.  The 
Eg^'ptian  Mary  was  the  type  of  the  class.  She  confessed  t<^  Zosi- 
mus  that  .she  had  spent  seventeen  years  in  the  practice  of  prosti- 
tution at  Alexandria.  Her  heart  being  op«'ned,  she  took  ship  for 
Jerusalem,  paid  her  passage  by  exercising  her  calling  on  board, 
and  expiated  her  sins  by  a  life  of  penitence  in  the  woods  of  Ju- 

Ambroie.  Eiiiiit.  iv.  S4. 

See  Rainnn,  Actes  ii.  \96;  also  Palladius,  Vit.  Patr.  cap.  148,  etc. 

Aui^iut.  ciin'r.  Jul.  I.  ir. ;   id.  ep.  133,  and  iIil-  uther  fathers. 
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These  were  the  aids  Clirisliaiiitv  i\ff<>nle<l  t<i  prostitution  in  itjj 
ious  forms.  Tiiev  are  a  mere  triHe  in  cuiii|JHn.suti  witli  the 
obstaiile:*  it  threw  in  its  way.  IiKlepfmlentlv  of  tlie  ettet;t  |)n>- 
Tiuoeil  bv  iLe  morid  teucbiug  of  St.  Paul  and  the  Apostles,  the 
nsiug  power  of  the  Church  was  vigorously  exerted  to  mtxiifv  the 
legislation  both  of  the  Eadtern  and  Western  empires  on  the  sub- 
ject of  sexual  depravities. 

The  fathers  did  not  uniformly  proscribe  prostitution.  Suint 
Augustin  said,  " Suppress  prostitution,  and  eaprioiou.''  lusts  will 
overthrow  society."'  Jerome  recognized  prostitution,  ami  argued 
that,  as  Mary  Magdalene  had  been  saveii,  so  might  any  prostitute 
who  rejtenti'd.'  The  canons  of  the  apostles  excluded  from  the 
ministry  all  jjersous  who  were  convicted  of  having  commerce 
with  prostitutes,  and  excommunicated  those  who  were  guilty  oi 
rape,  but  they  passed  no  general  sentence  on  prostitutes.'  But 
the  apostolic  consnit  ition  branded  as  siiitul  any  si-xual  intercourse 
qiuf  non  adfttbeUir  ad  yenerationem  jiUonnn  sed  tola  ad  roluplatem 
8i>ecUii.*  The  same  principle  is  asserU*d  in  various  passages  of 
the  work ;  wine  Ix'ing  (tonounce<l  as  a  provocation  to  impurity, 
and  the  liiithful  are  warned  against  tlie  societv  of  lewd  persons 
{scoiUitof'-*).  The  Ooiincil  of  Elvira  pronouncwl  the  penalty  of 
excoiinnunication  against  bawils  and  prostitutes,  but  it  expressly 
commanded  priests  to  receive  at  the  communion-taV)le  prostitutes 
who  had  inarrieil  Christians.'  St.  Augustin  conc^jived  that  no 
church  should  a<linit  prostitutes  to  the  altar  till  they  had  nhiin- 
doned  the  calling.''  A  similar  doctrine  was  expressed  hy  the 
Council  of  Toledo.  At  a  later  period,  as  we  advance  in  mediaeval 
history,  we  tind  the  councils  recognizing  prostitution,  an<l  prosti- 
tutes as  a  clas.s.  In  1431,  at  the  Council  of  Ba.slc,  a  holy  father 
presented  a  pajx-v  on  tlic  subject  of  prostitution,  in  which  it  was 
implied  to  be  the  only  safeguard  of  good  morals.  A  century 
later,  the  Council  of  Milan  took  especial  pains  to  identiiy  i)rosti- 
tutes  as  a  class.  They  were  to  wear  fi  distinctive  dres.s,  with  no 
ornaments  of  gold,  silver,  or  silk;  to  reside  in  places  expressly 
designated  by  the  bishops,  at  a  distance  from  cathodnds ;  to  avoid 
taverns  and  hostelries.  The  execution  of  the  decree  was  intrust- 
ed to  the  bishops  and  the  civil  magistrates.'' 

Tr.  Ord.  lit.,  ii.  i-.  12. 

•  Ef .  »c!  Fiiriam,  ml  FRbiulam.     See  also  Lacuntios,  lib.  ri.  cap.  23. 
Can.  61.  77.  ♦  Conftit.  lili.  riii.  c.  7.  •  Canons  12,  44. 

•  Lit),  df  fid.  ui  iiper.  c.  xL      ,        ■"  C<>n»i.  Miliiii.  lit.  4k>.  il.i  miTel.  ol  leiiou. 
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Even  in  the  hosotn  of  the  true  Chureh  imicticcs  would  brea 
out  from  time  to  tiiue  whieb  jarred  satUy  with  the  moral  theory  j 
of  the  Apostles.     Many  jiersoiis  of  both  sexes,  uniler  the  iuHuence  \ 
of  religious  eiuhtisiasni.  sought  relief  lor  their  troiibleil  souls  in  i 
solitude,  luul  unwisely  atteuijited  to  uiortiiy  the  desk  by  practices  ' 
which  too  often  sharpened  the  appetites.     Uue  only  needs  to  read  j 
the  eloquent  etfusious  of  St.  Jerouie  to  become  sjitisfied  that  the  i 
course  of  life  adopted  by  nuuiy  early  Christian  recluses,  of  both 
pexe.'*.  nut.st  have  led  unwittingly  to  niond  abi^rrutions.     Young 
m<-n  aTi<l  young  women,  devoting  tliemselves  to  a  life  of  seclusion, 
in  the  wocmIs.  living  like  wild  beasts,  without  clothing  and  with- 
out shame,  would  naturally  revive  the  system  of  n-ligious  prosti- 
tution in  a  more  or  less  ino<litied  shajte.     On  the  other  hand,  in 
many  luxna  of  Euro|K»,  Christian  ehurolies  thought  it  not  unsafe  to 
neeept  the  legacies  of  the  heathen  n^ligions  in  the  shajK's  of  idols, 
forms,  an<i  ceremonies.     Saints  succeeded  to  the  honors  nf  g<xla; 
dances  in  honor  of  Venus  became  dances  in  honor  of  the  \'irgin; 
statues  which  were  originally  intended  to  repn>sent  heathen  dei- 
ties weiv  saved  from  destnicliou  by  being  adopted  as  fair  repre- 
sentations of  Christian  saints.     I'ntil  very  recent  times  there  ex- 
Lst<-<1,  in  A'arious  jiarts  of  Europe,  statues  of  Priapus,  under  the 
name  of  sotne  saint,  retainiii<;  the  indecency  of  the  idol,  and  a.s.so- ' 
ciated  with  the  Ijclii'f  of  .sume  sim])le  women  that  the  image  pos- 
8es.scd  the  power  fissigiied  it  in  mythology.     In  proces-sion.s,  dur- 
ing the  third  and  fourth  centuries,  sacn-d  virgins  were  se»>n  to  ' 
W'^ar  round  their  necks  the  obscene  symbol  of  the  olil  worship, 
and  in  plsu-es  the  lioiy  bi-ead  retained  the  shai)e  of  the  Roman  eo- 
liphiii.  anil  .silujiiies.     St.  .lohn  Chrysostom  cwniplains  that  in  places  j 
he  designatj's,  women  were  baptiztnl  in  a  state  of  nature,  without 
even  Ix-ing  pemiitteil  to  veil  their  sex.'      A  majority  of  Christian 
teachers,  unwilling  to  (ie))rivi-  the  masst^s  of  a  supei'stitious  con- 
veniene*  alVorded  them  by  }utganism,  allowed  them  t<>  [>ray  to  ct^r- 
tain  iN-iints  not  only  for  firtility,  but  for  ihe  removal  of  iinjK>teuce 
from  hUfSbaiuls  and  lovei-s.-  ! 

To  these  immoral  features  mu.st  be  addecl  occasional  instances^ 
of  looseness  in  conventual  lil'e.     The  preamble  of  vannus  edicts  in' 
Fmncc  and  elsewhcn?  leaves  no  room  to  iloubt  that,  in  several 
instances,  immoral  fx-rsijus  had  assumed  the  religious  garb,  and' 
collected  themselves  together  in  religious  communities  for  the 
purpo.«e  of  gratifying  sensuality. 

I^-ttcr  to  InhfKfnt  I.  '  Cairin.  Tr.  Rclig. 
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These  were  tin.'  aids  Cbrisliiuiitv  iiftonle<I  t"  inostitiuioii  iii  i« 
v^arious  forms.  Tliey  are  a  mere  trifle  in  coinpiirirtoii  with  the 
obstacles  it  threw  in  its  way.  Indi-pendi-ntly  of  the  ettect  {>ro- 
duoed  by  the  moral  teaching  of  St.  Paul  and  the  Apostles,  the 
rising  ]'K)wer  of  the  Church  wa-s  vigorously  exerted  to  rnodity  the 
legislation  both  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  empires  on  the  sub- 
ject of  sexual  depravities. 

The  fathers  did  not  uniformly  proscribe  prostitution.  Saint 
Augustin  said,  "Suppress  prostitution,  and  capricious  lusts  will 
overthrow  society."'  Jerome  recognized  prostitution,  ami  argued 
that,  as  Mary  Magdalene  had  been  saved,  so  might  any  prostitute 
who  repented.'  The  canons  of  the  apostles  excluded  from  the 
ministry  all  pei-sons  who  were  convicted  of  having  commerer 
with  pnotitutes,  and  excommimicated  those  who  were  guilty  of 
rap«",  bui  they  passed  no  genonil  sentence  on  prostitutes.^  But 
the  apostolic  constit  ition  branded  as  sinful  any  sexual  intercourse 
qme  non  adhihetur  ad  generationem  Jiliorum  ««/  Ma  ad  voluplatem 
sjieclni.*  The  same  principle  is  assei^d  in  various  passages  of 
the  work ;  wine  beintr  tlonounee<l  as  a  provocation  to  im])urity, 
and  the  faithful  are  warned  against  the  society  of  lewd  persons 
(scoiUt<ui-rji).  The  Council  of  Elvini  prouounce<l  the  in-nalty  of 
excommunication  against  bawds  and  prostitutes,  but  it  expressly 
commanded  priest.'*  to  receive  at  the  communion-table  prostitutes 
who  had  mjirried  Christians.*  St.  Augustin  conceived  that  no 
church  should  luluiit  prostitutes  to  the  altar  till  they  had  aban- 
doned tlie  calling."  A  similar  doctrine  was  expressed  by  the 
Council  of  Toledf).  At  a  later  periotl,  as  we  advance  m  medueval 
history,  we  find  the  councils  recognizing  prostitution,  ami  prosti- 
tutes as  a  class.  In  1431,  at  the  Council  of  Basle,  a  holy  father 
pre8»-nted  a  pajx-r  on  the  subject  of  prostiiution,  in  which  it  was 
implied  x^)  be  the  only  safeguard  ol'  good  morals.  A  century 
later,  the  Council  of  Milan  took  especial  pains  to  identity  prosti- 
tutes MS  a  class.  They  were  to  wear  a  distinctive  dres.s,  with  no 
ornaments  of  gold,  silver,  or  silk;  to  reside  in  places  expressly 
designated  by  the  bishops,  at  a  distance  from  cathedrals ;  to  avoid 
taverns  and  hostelries.  The  execution  of  the  decree  was  intrust- 
ed to  the  bishops  and  the  civil  magistrates.'' 

Tr.  Oril.  lib.  ii.  I.  12. 
'  Ef .  •>!  P:iri»tn,  ml  Fabiulam.     See  also  Lsctantiiu,  lib,  ri.  cap.  23. 
'  Can.  Gl,  77  •  Constit.  lib.  viii.  c.  7.  *  Canonn  12,  44. 

•  Lib.  di'  fid.  01  Q\KT.  c.  xi.      ,        '  C<iii»i.  Miliin.  ti'.  I'm.  di-  morel,  et  lenou. 
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The  vtctigal  or  tax  paid  by  all  persons  subsisting  by  prostitution 
was  exacted  by  the  emperors,  from  Caligula  to  Theodosius.  It 
was  usually  collected  every  live  years.  Zosinius  accuses  Con- 
stantine  of  having  enlarged  and  remodelrd  the  tax,  but  apparent- 
ly without  foundation.  The  early  Christiana  made  it  a  subject 
of  reproach  to  the  emperors.'  In  consequence  of  their  assaults, 
Theodosius  uV)andoned  that  portion  of  the  law  which  laid  a  ta.x  on 
bawds,  leaving  the  ta.x  on  prostitutes.  The  latter  w:.s  levied  as 
rigorously  as  ever.  A  contemporary  writer  describes  the  imperial 
agents  liunting  for  prostitutes  in  taverns  and  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion, and  fon-ing  them  to  purcha.se,  Vjy  payment  of  the  tn.x.  the 
right  (if  jinrsniiig  their  calling.*  At  length,  in  tlie  fifth  century, 
prostitutifju  and  the  tax  on  prostitutes,  or  chrysnrguron,  were  for- 
mally abolished  by  the  Emperor  Anastsisius  I.,  and  the  records 
and  r<ills  of  the  collectors  burned.  It  is  said  that  some  time  aft- 
erward, the  emperor  gave  out  that  he  had  repented  of  what  he 
had  done,  and  desired  to  see  the  chrystirijiiron  re-established.  The 
announcement  gave  great  joy  to  the  debauchees,  and  numbers  of 
persons  prepared  to  avail  them.selves  of  the  re-enactment  of  the 
law.  Thi-  eni]K'ror  let  it  be  known  that  he  desired  to  have  mat- 
ters placed,  so  far  as  could  be,  on  their  old  footing,  and  would 
therefore  desire  to  collect  as  many  a^  possible  of  the  old  rolls  and 
records.  They  were  gathered  together  at  all  parts,  and  laid  at 
the  imperial  feet.  Notice  was  then  given  to  the  [leople  to  meet 
at  the  circus  on  a  given  day ;  when  they  were  all  iussembled,  the 
whole  collection  of  dtM^unienls  was  burned,  amid  the  frantic  ap- 
pliinso  of  the  pojtulacj'.' 

It  has  been  a<serte<l, however,  that  the  c/iii/.'<ar;fti)f>n  was  revived 
subsequently,  and  was  levied  under  Justinian.  That  legislator  al- 
tered the  old  lioman  laws  regarding  pn'Stitution,  and  relieved 
prostitutes  from  the  ineffaceable  ban  of  infamy  which  the  repub- 
lie^in  jurispnidencc  had  laid  on  them.  lie  permitted  the  marriage 
of  citizens  with  prostitutes,  and  encouraged  it  by  his  example. 
His  own  wife,  the  Empress  Theodora,  had  been  a  ballet-dancer 
and  a  prastitute.  When  she  attained  the  imperial  dignity,  her 
first  ihiiiight  was  of  her  old  companions.  She  built  a  niagiiificent 
n.nlaci'-prison  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Bosphorus,  iuid  in  one 
night  caused  five  hundred  prostitutes  in  Constantinople  to  be  seized 
and  conveyed  thither.  They  were  kindly  treated;  their  every 
wish  was  gratified ;  but  no  man  entered  their  asylum.  The  ex- 
Junin,  A|Kil.  pro  ChriH.         '  E»«BTiin,  Hi»'.  Feci.  liv.  8,  c.  89.  Id.  lb. 
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perimem  was  a  coinpletf  failure.  Mo«t  of  the  girls  committed  sui- 
cide in  their  despair,  and  the  remainder  soou  died  of  ennui  aud 
vexation. 

Theodosius  had  laid  heavy  ix-iialties  on  brothel-keepers;'  Jus- 
tinian reiterated  them,  and  itiereased  their  weiglit.  The  seizure 
and  prostitution  of  a  girl  he  [junished  witii  death.  He  who  con- 
nived at  the  prostitution  of  feinale.s  w:is  to  be  expelled  from  the 
city  where  be  lived,  and  any  person  harbtjring  him  was  to  be  lined 
one  hundred  gold  pieces.  Whatever  legislation  could  etfect  to 
uproot  the  system  of  procurers  and  public  prostitution,  Justinian 
di<l;'  but  his  laws  contain  ncv  tnice  of  any  harsh  policy  toward 
prostitutes.  Those  unfortunate  creatures  he  regarded  with  au  in- 
dulgent humanity,  which,  for  the  sake  of  human  nature,  one  may 
perhaps  ascribe  to  the  kindly  sympathy  of  the  empress. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

FK.VNCE. — HISTORY    DIKING    THE    MIDDLE   AGES. 

MoraU  in  Gnul. — Gynt'ci'ii. — (!'«pitnl«rv  uf  C'hnrlcnia(:ni'. — Mor«ls  in  iho  Miitdlc 
Ajri>». — ICdict  of  IS.i*. — Uc'iTM  of  ISSS,  ri'-t-sialilisliinii  I'rosiiimlon. — Koi  de* 
Bibiiucl>. — Onliname  of  fliilip  abolialiiui;  Proslituiion. — !Siini|ituiirj'  Law*. — 
Puni>linicnt  of  Proi-iiresscs. — Tcni|>lnre. — The  Provinivs. — Hmhiliition  in  the 
Nonli. — Liccnsfd  Brothels  nt  Toulouse,  Montfiellicr,  and  Avipnon. — Penaltie* 
South.  —  Etfcot  of  Chivnln-.  —  Literainre.  —  Erotic  Vocnhnlary. —  Imuhes  iind 
Suceiih-.  —  Soreery. — The  Sntmi.  —  Fltt(;ellaiit». — Adnmiies. — .lour  des  Inno- 
cents.— Wedding  Ceremonies. — Prenehers  of  the  Daj. 

The  R<jman  accounts  of  the  Gauls  represent  them  as  leading 
virtuous  lives.  Severa  malrimoiiHi  is  the  e.\pre8.sion  of  the  histo- 
rian. This  would  appear  to  apply  more  particularly  to  the  wom- 
en than  the  men.  As  is  usually  the  case  among  st-mi-civilized 
nations',  the  Gauls,  Gemiims,  Franks,  and  most  of  the  alniriginal 
nations  of  Northern  Eunipe  imposed  upon  the  women  obligations 
of  chastity  which  they  did  not  always  accept  for  thenuselves. 
Adultery,  and,  in  certain  ca.ses,  fornicntion,  they  punished  eapit;d- 
ly ;  but,  if  the  early  ecclesiastical  writers  arc  to  be  bt^lieved,  these 
nide  warriors  wen^  addicted  to  coarse  debaucheries,  in  which  in- 
toxicating liquors  and  promiscuous  intercourse  with  females  |)lay- 
ed  a  prominent  part.  The  feasts  which  followed  victories  in  the 
field,  or  commemorated  national  anniversaries,  bore  some  resem- 
blance to  the  Roman  commesgiiliones,  thr^Mgh,  of  course,  they  lacked 

Cod.  Theod.  lih.  XV.  lit.  «.  De  lenon.  Novel.  ."J   -"l    I.  tit.  t.  De  lennn. 
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the  n-Hricment  ami  tlie  wit  vvliiili  nwiisionallv  strove  to  redeem 
thos4.'  (lisgnux-ful  Iraiiqiiew.  So  tkr  an  the  females  were  eoiieeru- 
ed,  thciv  is  no  doubt  the  Koinan  writers  judged  eorrectly.  Wheth- 
er the  severity  of  the  eliriiiit<?  tampered  the  ardor  of  uurtberu  seu- 
euality,  or  the  harshness  of  the  law  kepi  the  paasious  in  cheek,  the 
female  jKjpuliition  of  Gaul,  fix>iii  the  time  of  the  Rotuan  eunquest 
lor  ul  least  two  or  three  centuries,  was  undoubtedly  virtuous. 
Prostitution  whs  eouiparatively  unknown.  An  old  law  or  usage 
direeted  that  prostitutes  should  Ix"  stoned,  but  We  do  not  hear  of 
this  law  Ix'ing  carried  into  ottect. 

Siniultiineously  with  the  ciousolidation  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Franks,  we  note  that  concubinage  w;ls  an  establisheii  institution, 
reeognized  by  the  law  and  sanctioned  by  llu'  Church.  All  the 
Frank  chiefs  who  could  alford  the  lu.xury  kejjt  harems,  or,  as  they 
were  called  in  that  diiy ,  iji/ntcta,  pi'opled  by  young  girls  who  niin- 
isteivd  to  their  pleasures.  The  plnn,  as  it  iippears,  b<^irc  sume  re- 
semblance to  that  which  is  at  prea^'ut  in  ust*  in  Turkey  and  some 
other  Mohanimedan  countries.  The  cliief  had  one  lawful  and 
proper  wife,  a  sort  a[ su/lunu  vah'ile,  ami  other  wives  whose  mat- 
rimonial rights  Were  leas  clearly  defineil,  but  still  whose  condition 
Wits  not  necessarily  (lisreputiible.  H(jw  the  people  lived  we  are 
not  so  well  qualified  to  say,  but  no  doubt  }nnstitution  pivvailed 
to  some  extent  among  them,  though  in  all  pnjbability  the  public 
morals  were  purer  than  they  Ix^tcame  towanl  the  tenth  and  elev- 
enth (.centuries. 

Perhaps  the  first  authentic  h'gistative  notice  of  prostiiutiun  in" 
Franc*;  is  u>  be  found  in  the  Capitularies  of  Charlemagne.  That 
monarch,  who  seems  Ui  have  seen  no  mischief  in  the  sy.<tem  of 
fl()iifciHi,  w«.s  severe  upon  common  prostitution,  lie  tlirectcd  vul- 
gar pitwtitutes  to  be  scourged,  and  a  like  jK-nalty  to  be  inflicted 
on  all  who  harlKired  them,  kept  hou-ses  of  debauch,  or  lent  their 
ajssistance  to  prostitutes  or  debauchees.  In  other  words.  Charle-j 
magne  tnnited  the  .same  aet  as  a  crime  among  the  p<ior.  and 
an  excusable  habit  among  the  rich. 

Our  information  reganiing  society  in  the  Middle  Ages  is  necea 
fcirily  obscure  and  scanty,  but  we  have  enough  to  learn  that  im- 
morality prevailed  to  an  alarming  degree  during  the  tenth,  elev«! 
enth.  iwelAh,  and  thirteenth  centuries.  Probalily  thf  rich  men 
who  had  their  i/i/»(«m  were  the  most  virtuous  class  in  the  nation. 
Mi56t  of  the  kings  set  an  example  of  loose  intercourse  with  Uie 
ladies  of  the  court.     The  armies  of  the  time  weiv  noted  tor  the 
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ravage*  thev  coininittetl  iuiiuiig  tht'  female  population  of  the  cottn- 
tries  wheiv  they  were  quurtered.  Both  of  these  elaases  seem  to 
have  vieMed  the  paJin  of  debimeherv  to  the  clergy.  It  is  it  fifcci 
well  known  to  antiquaries,  thougii  visual  evidence  uf  it  is  beei>mi?»2 
scarce,  that  most  of  the  great  works  of  Gothic  arehitectun?  wlu'  l 
date  froiii  this  pieriotl  were  profusely  adorned  with  lewd  .*.u.;>- 
tures  whose  suhjeetjs  were  taken  from  the  religious  ordens.  hi 
one  pla<v  a  monk  was  represonUKl  in  carnal  connection  with  a 
female  devotee.  In  others  were  seen  an  abbot  engage!  witL 
nuns,  a  lutketl  nun  worried  by  monkeys,  youthfiil  penitents  'ijj- 
dergoing  flagellation  at  the  liaiuk  of  dieir  confeasor,  lady  abbewi^ 
offering  hospitality  to  Wfll-proponioned  strangers,  etc.,  etc.  Tb-v- 
obscene  works  of  art  formerly  encumbered  tlie  doors,  winfk«wi. 
arches,  and  nii^h<'s  of  many  of  the  finest  Gothic  cathrtlral-  in 
France.  Modesty  has  lately  insisted  on  their  r»>moval,  but  raanr 
of  the  works  tliemselves  have  been  rt-seued  from  destruetiuD  m 
the  zeal  of  antiquaries  and  it  is  believed  some  have  still 
the  iconoelastie  hand  of  the  mixlcrn  Church.  When  saA 
the  condition  of  the  eU-rgy,  and  such  the  notorietv  oftiiala 
tion,  it  would  be  unjustifiable  to  expect  purity  of  monk 
the  people. 

Louis  VIII. made  an  effort  U>  regulate  prostitution 
fruitless,  and  it  was  left  u>  the  next  king  of  the  wuji.   lan. 
IX-,  to  make  the  first  serious  endeavor  to  chwk  tlv 
the  evil  in  F'rance.     Ills  edict,  which  dates  from  1S4 
that  all  prostituli's,  and  jvrsons  making  a  lit-ing' 
of  prostitution,  such  as  brothel-keepers  and  pft 
forthwith  exiled  from  the  kingdom.     It  was  panuBt  >«-£ 
A  large  numWr  of  untbrtunate  females  were 
oned  or  sent  afTf>ss  the  fivtntier.     SeviTt-  pi 
flicted  on  those  who  returned  to  the  citr  of  ]^^ 
pulsion.     A  panic  svviA'il  the  eustomers  of 
montU*^  public  decency  was  re:«1>inil.     R 
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the  number  of  virtuous  women  liecamc  less,  and  corruption  m- 
vnded  the  tkuiily  circle.  Triidesmeii  eoinplaiiied  that  since  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance  they  found  it  impossible  to  guard  the 
virtue  of  their  wivi'.s  jind  daughters  against,  the  euteiprises  of  the 
military  and  the  students. 

At  last,  complaints  of  the.  evil  eftects  of  the  ordinance  became 
80  genend  and  so  pressing  that,  after  a  lapse  of  two  years,  it  waa 
repealed.  A  new  royal  decree  re-established  prostitution  under 
rules  which,  though  not  particularly  enlightened  or  humane,  still 
placed  it  on  a  sounder  fijoting  than  it  had  rjccupied  belbre  the 
royal  attention  had  been  directed  to  the  subject.  Piostitutes 
were  forbidden  to  live  in  certain  parts  of  the  city  of  Paris,  were 
not  allowed  to  wear  jewelry  or  fine  stuifs,  and  were  placed  under 
the  direct  supervision  of  a  police  magistrate,  whose  otiieial  or 
popular  title  was  I^e  roi  det  ribands  (the  king  of  ribaldry).  The 
duties  <if  this  officer  ajipear  to  have  been  analogous  to  those  of 
the  litmian  lediles  who  had  charge  of  prostitution.  Ue  waa  em- 
powered to  arrest  and  confine  females  who  infringed  the  law, 
cither  in  their  dress,  their  doniicil,  or  their  liehavinr.  It  was  aft- 
erward urged  iigaiufit  the  maintenance  of  the  office  \ji  Roi  des 
ribnuth  that  it  was  usually  filled  by  reckless,  depraved  men,  who 
discharged  its  duties  more  in  virw  of  their  private  inteivsts  and 
the  gratitieatiuii  of  their  .sensuality  than  from  regai-d  to  the  public 
morals.  Instances  of  gross  tyranny  were  proved  against  them, 
and,  in  the  alisence  of  evidence  to  show  that  their  iq>|Miiiitment 
had  been  beneficial  to  the  jtublic,  but  little  regret  was  tMi  when 
the  offio'  was  abolished  by  Francis  I. 

To  n>turn  to  |y<Miis  IX.  In  his  old  age  lie  i-ejiented  ><(  what  he 
had  done,  and  returned  to  the  spirit  of  his  early  ordinauei'.  In 
his  instructions  to  his  son  and  successor,  he  adjured  him  to  r-move 
from  his  country  the  shameful  stain  of  pmslitution,  ami  indicated 
jilainly  enough  that  the  best  ia<xle  of  attaining  tluM.  end  would  be 
by  re-enacting  the  ordinance  of  1254.  Philip  dutii'idly  fulfilled 
hi.s  father's  request.  Prostitution  was  again  declared  a  legal  mis- 
demeanor, and  a  formidable  array  of  pt.'nalties  wsis  again  brought 
to  bear  against  offending  females  and  their  aeeomplic«>s.  But,  like 
many  a  legislative  act  in  more  miMleni  times,  Philip's  ordinance 
was  tix")  obviously  at  variance  with  public  policy  and  popular  sen- 
timent to  be  carried  into  eflect.  It  was  quietly  allowed  to  remain 
a  dead  letter,  am!,  with  probably  few  exceptions,  the  prostitutes 
of  Paris  pursued  their  calling  inimolested. 
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A  few  years  afterward,  its  nullification  was  authoritatively  sanc- 
tioned by  fresh  siiiaptuary  laws.  A  royal  edict  directed  courte- 
sans to  wear  a  shoulder-knot  of  a  particular  color  as  a  badge  of 
their  calling.  The  whole  force  of  the  govemmonl  was  rallied  to 
enforce  this  rule,  and  also  those  which  had  been  enacted  by  Louis 
IX.  The  records  of  the  court  contain  innumerable  reports  of  the 
arrests  of  prostitutes  for  violating  these  enactments.  When  they 
had  taken  up  their  abode  in  a  prohibited  street,  they  were  im- 
prisoned and  dislodged ;  when  their  offense  was  wearing  unlaw- 
ful garments  or  jewelry,  the  forbidden  objects  were  seized  and 
sold,  the  constable  apparently  sharmg  the  pix)ceeds  of  the  sale. 
Pimps  and  pnx'urers  were  dealt  with  more  severely.  As  usual,, 
the  statute-book  contained  a  variety  of  conflicting  enactments  on 
this  subject,  and  menaced  them  with  all  kinds  of  ptmalties,  from 
burning  alive  to  fine  and  imprisonment  It  appears  beyond  a 
doubt  that,  during  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  s»wenu 
notorious  procuresses  were  bunied  alive  at  Paris.  Others  were 
put  in  the  pillory;  were  scourged,  smd  had  their  ears  cropjied; 
while  many  of  the  richer  class  escaped  with  a  fine.  There  are 
records  of  cases  in  which  the  procures.s  was  exp<jsed  naked  to  the 
insults  of  the  mob  for  a  whole  day,  and  toward  evening  the  hair 
on  her  body  Wfis  burned  off  with  a  flaming  torch.  Others  agiiin 
were  chased  through  the  city  in  a  stale  of  nudity,  and  pelted  with 
stones.  These  barbarous  penalties  appear  to  have  been  very  much 
to  the  taste  of  the  people.  Procuresses  have  always  been  nn  odi- 
ous class,  and  it  is  not  suqirising  to  find  that  the  ptiitisLuieut  of  a 
notorious  wretch  of  the  elxss  was  observed  as  a  joyous  holiday  by 
the  populace  of  tlu;  Fn?neli  capital.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pros- 
titutes themselves  weix;  otteu  subjects  of  public  sympathy. 

Peculiar  reasons  opiTated  at  this  perio<l  to  j>rodiiee  a  favorable 
sentiment  with  regard  to  prostitutes.  The  horrible  depravities  of 
the  Templars  were  iMreomiiig  known.  Society  was  horror-struck 
at  the  symptom  of  a  revival  of  the  worst  vice  of  the  ancients. 
There  have  been,  as  is  known,  ingenious  and  eloquent  efforts 
made,  in  comparatively  recent  times,  to  throw  a  veil  over  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  Templars,  and  lu  prove  that  they  fell  victims  to 
royal  jealoasy,  but  the  argument  is  not  susuiined  by  the  facts. 
Documents  on  whose  authentieity  and  eredibility  no  possible  sus- 
picion can  be  cast,  establish  incontrovertibly  that  the  sect  of  the 
Templars  was  taint»'d  with  unnatural  \\(n:n,  and  that  one  of  the 
chi*'''  secrets  of  its  maintenance  was  the  faeility  it  afforded  to  de- 
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based  men  (or  the  gratiri(j:itiuii  ut  uiimstiuii.s  |jr(i]>i'iisilies.  That 
this  was  the  opinion  which  pn'vail<e<l  in  IVtris  at  the  time  of 
the  outburst  which  tinally  led  tu  iht-  suppression  ol'  tin-  onh-r, 
thcii  is  iiu  room  to  question.  It  Ls  easy  t<>  uiiilei-staml  how 
the  horror  such  disi'ovi'ries  must  have  awakened  woukl  lead 
men  to  entertain  more  lenient  views  with  regard  to  a  vice  which 
had  at  least  the  merit  of  being  in  conformity  with  natural  in- 
stinct. 

Thus  far  of  Paris  only.  During  the  Middle  Ages,  as  is  well 
kiifiwn,  mo.si  of  tlic  jirovinces  of  France  were  solf-goveming  eom- 
munitics.  whieli  administered  their  own  aftairs,  and  received  no 
|)oliee  regulations  from  the  crown.  A  complete  e.xamiuation  of 
the  subject  thnjughout  Fnmee  would  therefon^  involve  as  many 
histories  as  then-  were  jiruvinces.  Oui-  space,  (jf  couree,  fbrl>ids 
any  thing  of  the  kind,  and  we  can  only  glance  at  leading  divis- 
ions. 

Most  of  the  northern  people  had  adopted,  partly  from  the  old 
Germanic  constitutions  and  partly  from  the  Roman  law,  severe 
provisions  again.>-t  prostitution,  but  they  were  nowdiere,  appar- 
ently, put  in  Ibrce.  Occasionally  a  notorious  brothel-keeper  or 
praft^onal  procuress  was  severely  punished,  but  pr(x'*titutes  were  ' 
rarely  itiolcsted.  In  the  north  and  west  of  Prance,  indeed,  t4iler- 
ation  w.os  obviously  the  natural  policy,  tiir  we  aiv  not  led  to  Ix'- 
lieve  that  in  that  w^ction  of  country  the  evil  was  ever  carried  to 
great  excess.  In  Normandy,  Brittany,  Picardy.  and  the  great 
northern  and  western  provinces,  a  virtuous  simplicity  wils  the  rule 
of  life  mnong  the  peasants,  and  even  the  cities  did  not  present  any 
striking  contrast.  In  many  provinces,  uwige,  not  fortified  by  the 
text  of  any  custom,  allowed  the  seigneur  to  levy  toll  ujton  prosti- 
tutes exercising  their  calling  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction. 
Some  old  titles  and  records  refer  to  this  practice.  One  s<'ts  down 
the  ta.\  paid  by  eaeli  j)n)stitute  at  four  denier.s  to  the  seigneur. 
Others  intimate  that  the  tax  may  be  paid  in  money  or  in  kind,  at 
the  option  of  the  s<'igueur.  In  many  seigniories  this  singular  tax 
was  regarded  with  the  contempt  it  deserved. 

In  the  south  of  France  we  meet  with  a  different  spectacle. 
There  prfistitutiou  hail  long  been  a  deejdy-seated  iealure  of  so- 
ciety. The  warm  passions  of  the  southerners  rctjuire<l  a  vent, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  some  safety-valve,  it  was  obvious  to  all  that 
the  ungovernable  lusts  of  the  nu'u  would  soon  kindle  the  inflam- 
mable passions  of  the  dark  southern  women,     Public  houses  of 
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prostitution  weiv  tht'relore  i'Stablishtnl  in  iLrve  of  the  largest  citit>8 
of  the  8outh — Toulouse,  Avignon,  and  Monipellier. 

That  of  TouloMst"  was  establisiit'd  bv  royal  charter,  which  de- 
clared that  the  profits  of  the  enterprise  should  be  shared  equally 
bv  the  city  and  the  University.  The  building  appropjiated  for 
the  purpose  was  lar^re  and  eoniinmltous,  l)earing  the  name  of  the 
Gmncl  Abbuye.  In  it  were  lodged  not  only  the  resident  prosti- 
tutes of  the  city,  but  any  loose  women  who  traveled  that  way, 
and  desired  to  exercise  their  impure  culling.  It  would  ajipear 
tluil  they  received  a  .salary  from  the  eity,  ami  that  the  fees  exact- 
ed from  the  customers  were  divided  between  the  two  public  bodies 
To  which  the  enterprise  was  granted.  They  were  obliged  to  wear 
white  searis  and  white  ribbons  or  cords  on  one  of  their  arms,  as  a 
badge  of  their  calling. 

When  the  uidortunate  monarch  Charles  ^1.  visited  Toidouse, 
the  prostituti'S  of  the  Abbaye  nict  him  in  a  Ixxly,  and  piv.scnted 
an  jxddre.ss.  The  king  received  them  graciously,  and  promised  to 
grant  them  whatever  large.ss  they  should  request.  They  begged 
to  l)e  release*!  from  the  duty  of  wearing  tiic  white  badges,  and  the 
king,  faithfid  to  his  promise,  granted  the  boon.  A  royal  declara- 
liou  specially  exempted  them  from  the  old  rule.'  But  the  jM'ople 
of  Toulouse,  no  doubt  irritated  by  the  want  of  some  distinguishing 
mark  between  their  wives  and  daughters  and  the  "foolish  wom- 
en," by  conuiion  eonsiMit  mobbed  the  prostitutes  who  availed 
themselves  of  the  king's  ordinance.  None  of  them  could  venture 
to  appear  in  public  without  Ix^ing  liable  to  insult,  and  even  bodily 
injur)'.  Res<:)lutely  bent  tni  carrying  their  ])oint,  the  women  shut 
themselves  up  in  the  AVtVjaye,  antl  tlid  their  best  to  keep  custom- 
ers at  a  distance.  Their  ealeuhilion  wajs  just;  the  city  and  the 
I'liiversitv  .stX)n  felt  the  effects  of  the  diminution  of  visiloi-s  at  the 
Abbaye.  The  eoiporati<ui  appealed  to  the  king;  and  when,  dur- 
iTig  the  disorders  which  distracted  France  at  that  time,  Charles 
A^II.  visited  Toulouse,  a  formal  petition  w;is  presented  to  him  by 
the  ctipitniifn,  praying  that  he  would  take  such  steps  as  his  wisdom 
might  seem  fit  tt)  mediate  between  tin'  prostitutes  and  the  jx-ople, 
and  restore  to  the  AbViaye  it.s  former  prosperity.  The  king  acted 
with  energy.  He  denounced  the  j48sailants  uf  the  prostitutes  in 
the  .severi-st  language,  and  j>laiited  his  own  royal  yfe»//-.i  de  li.s  over 
the  door  of  the  A1)Vjaye  as  a  protection  to  the  <X!eupant«.'  But 
the  j>eop1e  rlid  not  re-spect  the  my;il  arms  any  more  than  they  did 
'  Otlnnn.  .Ifs  Bois  dc  Friin<-e,  vii.  a27.  '  IWil.  xUi.  75. 
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tLe  "foolish  women."  On  iIjo  contrary,  assaults  on  the  Abbaye 
became  more  numerous  than  ever.  The  prusiitmes  complained 
incessantly  of  having  suftered  violence  at  the  hands  of  wild  youths 
who  refused  t<>  pay  for  their  pleasures;  and  the  eivie  iiiUliuritiea 
proving  iiiconipeleut  to  eheek  the  disorder,  the  prostitutes  found 
themselves  compelled  to  seek  refuge  in  a  new  part  of  the  eity, 
when.',  it  is  to  be  presumed,  they  eidisted  adequate  support  anionx 
their  own  iudividua!  aeijuitiiitauces.  Fur  a  hundred  years  they 
inhabited  their  new  domicil  in  peace  and  quiet.  Tlie  tTnivereity 
then  dislodging  them  in  urder  to  itceupv  the  spot,  the  eitv  built 
them  a  new  abbaye  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  respectable  wards. 
It  was  called  the  Chateau  vert,  and  its  fame  and  profits  equaled 
that  of  the  old  abbaye. 

About  the  middle  «if  the  sixteenth  century  the  city  yielded  to 
the  scruples  of  some  momlista  of  the  day,  and  ceded  the  revenues 
of  the  Chateau  veil  to  the  ho.'ipttals;  but  the  grant  l>eiiig  tnade 
on  condition  t^iat  the  Imspiuds  should  receive  and  cure  all  females 
attacked  by  venereal  disease,  it  was  ibiind.  after  six  years'  trial, 
that  it  co.>*t  more  than  it  yiehh'd.  The  liospitals  surrendered  the 
chateau  to  the  city.  It  happened,  just  at  this  time,  that  many 
eminent  philosophei-s  and  economists  were  advocating  a  return  to 
the  old  ecelesi!L>!tieal  policy  of  su]>pre.ssing  prostitution  altogether. 
After  a  discussion  which  lasU'd  several  years,  the  eity  of  Toulouse 
adopted  these  views,  and  closed  the  Chateau  vert.  A  magistrate, 
high  in  authority,  left  on  record  his  prot«'st  against  (tiis  course, 
founded  on  the  .si-encs  of  iinmoralitv  he  had  hiiiisi'If  wilnessed  in 
the  suburbs,  and  the  country  in  the  ncighlH>rhoo<l  of  Toulou*- ; 
but  the  city  autlioHties  adhered  to  their  opinion,  and  contented 
tlienisi'lves  witli  arresting  some  of  the  n)ust  sluuneless  of  the  free 
prtwtitutes.*  From  that  time  forth,  prostitution  at  Toulouse  was 
subject  to  the  same  rules  iis  in  the  n'st  of  France. 

The  history  of  prostitution  at  Montpellier  was  analogous.  At 
an  early  periwl,  the  monopoly  which  the  crown  had  granted  to 
the  city  being  farmed  out  to  individuals,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
two  bankers,  in  whose  family  it  remained  lor  several  generations^ 
During  their  tenure,  a  brothel  was  established  in  the  city  by  a 
speculator  of  the  day,  but  the  holders  of  the  monopoly  [mwecuti-d 
him,  and  obtained  a  perpetual  injunction  restraining  him  from 
lodging  or  harboring  prostitutes. 

At  Avignon  prfxstitution  was  legalized  by  Jane  of  Naples  jui't 

'  Auu.  de  la  VilU-  <!«■  Timlnus.-,  i-nr  I.ifnill.-,  ii.  18ft,  Iflft.  280. 


I 
I 


k 


FRANLK  HL'klXG  THE  MIDDLE  AGES. 


101 


tx'^fon.'  the  cession  of  the  city  to  the  Pope.  The  ordinance  estab- 
lishing a  pubhc  brothel  seems  to  have  been  drawn  with  care,  and, 
though  doubts  have  lately  been  thrown  on  its  authenticity,  they 
arc  not  so  well  founded  as  to  justify  its  rejection.  Prostitutes 
were  ordered  to  live  in  the  brothel.  They  were  bound  to  wear  a 
red  shoulder-kiiot  as  a  badge  of  their  calling.  The  brothel  wua 
to  be  visited  weekly  by  the  bailli  and  a  "  barber,"  the  latter  of 
whom  was  to  examine  the  girls,  and  confine  separately  all  who 
seemed  infected.  No  Jew  was  allowed  to  enter  tlie  brothel  on 
any  pretext.  Its  doors  weri*  to  be  closed  on  saints'  days,  and 
special  regulations  guarded  against  the  prevalence  of  scenes  of 
riot  and  disorder.' 

This  ordinance  seems  to  have  remained  in  force  during  the 
whole  occupation  of  Avignon  by  the  Popes,  and  its  penalties 
were  oeousioually  inflicted  on  offenders.  But  if  Petrarch  and 
other  contemporary  writers  are  to  K-  believed,  the  city  was  none 
the  leas  a  refuge  for  debauchees,  and  a  scandal  to  Christendom. 
Petrarch  complains  that  it  was  fiir  more  depraved  than  old  Rome, 
and  a  popular  proverb  eonlinns,  at  least  in  part,  his  opinion.^ 

There  were,  however,  in  some  southern  province?,  severe  laws 
agamst  prostitution,  although  some  of  the  jjenalties  seem  to  have 
been  framed  as  much  with  the  view  of  stimulating  as  of  repress- 
ing the  passions.  In  one  or  two  cities  we  find  accounts  of  prosti- 
tute's and  their  customers  being  forced  to  walk  naked  through  the 
streets  by  way  of  expiation.  In  others,  the  punishment  of  the 
iron  cage  was  inflicted  on  pimps  and  procuresses.  When  a  pro- 
curi'ss  had  n-iidered  herself  [)aiticularly  obnoxious,  she  wjis  seized, 
stripp^'d  naked,  and  (.bagged  in  the  midst  of  a  great  crowd  to  the 
water's  side.  There  she  was  thrust  into  an  iron  cage,  in  which 
she  was  forced  to  kneel.  When  the  cage  door  was  closed,  she  was 
tnrown  into  the  river,  and  allowed  to  remain  under  water  long 
enough  to  produce  temporary  suflfocation.  This  shocking  punish- 
ment wa-s  repeated  several  times. 

A  potent  influence  over  the  monds  of  the  southern  people,  the 
higher  elasses  at  least,  was  exercised  by  the  institution  of  chivalry. 
It  was  of  the  es.sence  of  that  institution  to  promote  spiritual  at  the 
expense  of  sensual  gratification.     The  chevalier  adored  his  mia- 
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tress  in  secret  for  years,  without  even  venturing  to  breathe  her 
name.  For  years  he  carried  a  scurt"  or  ii  ribbon  in  her  honor 
through  battle-scenes  and  dangers  of  every  kind,  happy  when, 
after  a  histrum  spent  in  sighs  and  hopes,  the  charmer  condescend- 
ed to  ix'wurd  his  fidehty  with  a  gracious  sniile.  It  is  evident  that 
sexual  intercourse  must  have  been  rare  among  people  who  set  so 
high  n  vulite  on  the  merest  compliments  and  slightest  tokens  of 
aflfectiou  ;  iiur  ciiii  there  be  any  question  but  the  effect  of  chivalry 
was  to  impart  a  high  tone  to  the  feelings  and  language  of  society, 
and  lo  soft*>n  the  nmnneitj  of  idl  who  came  within  its  influence. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  glance  at  the  literature  which  flour- 
ished in  France  during  the  period  of  the  revival  of  learning,  we 
can  not  but  infer  that  the  morals  of  the  people  at  large  were  not 
pure.  During  the  thirteenth,  fourl-eenth,  and  fifteenth  centuries, 
the  standard  reading  of  the  educated  classes  among  the  French 
was  the  celebrated  lionian  de  la  Rose,  a  work  of  reniarkable  talent, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  distinguished  by  a  cynic  vein  of  philosoj)hy 
and  a  singular  obscenity  of  language.  No  portion  of  that  work 
was  wholly  free  from  lewd  expR!.ssions,  and  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  quote  fifty  lines  of  it  to-day  in  a  modern  language.  The 
doctrine  of  the  author  with  regard  to  women  waa  insulting  and 
cynicid.'  They  were  uniformly  depicted  as  being  restrained  only 
by  legal  difficulties  from  giving  way  to  the  loosest  passions;  and 
all  men,  in  like  manner,  were  painted  as  seducers,  adulterers,  and 
v^iolators  of  young  girls.  Such  waa  the  reading  of  the  best  soci- 
ety in  France.  The  Rmnan  de  la  Rose  was  to  them  what  Shaka- 
peare  is  to  us. 

Nor  was  it  alone  of  its  kind.  Of  the  works  which  that  age 
bequeathed  to  us,  nearly  all  are  tainted  with  the  same  grossm 
of  language  jmd  pruriency  of  idea.  All,  or  nearly  all,  breathe  the 
air  of  the  brothel.  It  was  rather  a  matter  of  boasting  than  of 
shame  with  tlie  authors.  Villon  and  Regnicr  seem  to  plume 
themselves  on  their  fainiharity  with  scenes  of  debauch,  and  their 
extensive  acquaintance  among  the  prostitute  class.  The  best  of 
their  works  are  descriptions  of  episodes  of  dissipation  ;  their  most 
lively  sketches  have  prostitutes,  or  their  fortunes,  or  their  dia- 
eases,  for  the  themes.  They  seemed  to  fancy  they  were  imitating 
Horace  when  they  borrowed  his  most  odious  blemishes.  Some  of 
them  were  actors  as  well  as  poets,  and  used  the  machinery  of  the 
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Stage  lo  disseminaie  their  lewd  compositions.  Though  it  was  still 
unu.sual,  or  even  unlawftil,  for  women  to  appear  on  the  stage  in 
their  time,  the  boys  who  phiyeil  female  parts  were  well  drilled  to 
the  business,  and  the  perf<)rinance.H  which  delighted  the  towns  and 
villages  of  France  felt  but  little  short,  iu  point  of  grossness,  of  the 
tlieatrieal  enormitie.s  of  the  imperial  era  at  R<jme. 

One  may  form  .some  idea  of  the  popularity  of  erotic  literature 
at  this  period  in  France  from  the  amazing  vocabulary  of  erotic 
terms  which  is  gathered  from  the  works  of  Rabelais,  Beroald  de 
Verville,  Ilegnier,  Brantoine,  and  their  contemporaries.  There 
was  not  a  form  of  lewdness  for  which  an  appropriate  name  had 
not  iM-en  invented  ;  and  as  to  the  onlinnrv  aet.s  and  instniments  of 
prostitution,  a  dictionary  of  synonyniJi  might  have  Ix-en  compiled 
without  embracing  all  of  them.  Monsieur  Dufour,  in  his  consci- 
•  •ntious  work,  fills  a  cmij^le  of  pages  with  the  mere  words  that 
were  employed  to  express  the  act.  of  fornication. 

Many  events  likewise  indicate  a  IcKJse  state  of  morals.  The 
history  of  the  itwubts  and  aiicai(>t.s,  filling  some  spii.ce  in  every 
treatise  on  demouoIogA',  is  a  most  curious  feature  of  the  morals 
of  the  day.  The  existence  of  demons  wh<i  made  a  practice  of 
uswailiug  the  virtue  of  girls  and  Iwys  was  admitted  by  some  of  the 
fathers  of  the  Church,'  who  quoted  the  wonls  of  Genesis  in  sup- 
port of  the  singular  doctrine.  They  were  of  two  kinds:  iiiculfi, 
from  the  Latin  inctilntrc,  male  demons  who  assailed  the  chastity 
of  girls;  and  imcfidxi;  female  demons  who  robbed  boys  of  their 
innocence.  The  old  chronicles  are  fiill  of  accounts  of  the  mis- 
chievous deeds  of  these  evil  spirits.  As  might  be  expected,  the 
incitbi  were  more  numerrjus  and  more  enterprising  than  the  stic- 
cuhct.  For  one  boy  who  confessed  that  a  female  detuon  bad  at- , 
tacked  him  in  his  sleep,  and  eomjjelled  him  to  minister  to  her 
sensuality,  there  were  a  score  of  girls  who  furnished  very  tolerable 
evidence  of  having  yielded  their  virginity  to  creatures  of  the  male 
gi-nder.  who,  they  were  satisfied,  could  be  none  other  than  devils. 
The  ecclesiastical  writers  of  the  period  have  preserved  a  number 
of  scandalous  stories  of  the  kind,  which  were  so  well  credited  that 
Pope  lnn<x-ent  TITI.  felt  impelled  to  is.sue  a  bull  on  the  subject, 
and  provide  the  faithful  with  an  efficacious  formula  of  exorcism. 

Females,  most  of  whom  appeared  to  be  nuns,  confesseil  that 
they  had  been  subject  to  the  .scandalous  visits  of  the  demons  for 
long  periods  of  time,  and  that  neither  fa-sting,  nor  prayer,'  nor 
'  St.  AuKURt.  ;<«r  ami. ;  St.  Jnhn  Chryi.ni>(.  Horn.  23,  lap.  Qene. 
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spiritual  exercise  could  release  them  from  the  hated  pJRgue. 
Some  girls  were  brought  to  admit  a  siniihir  inlci-course,  uiul  wore 
burnt  Jit  the  stake  as  parUikers  of  the  uaturr  of  soreeri'sses.' 
Married  women  made  simUar  confessions.  They  stated  that  they 
wei'r  ablf  to  aflinii  that  intereoui'se  with  demons  was  extiviriely 
paiiifiil;  ihat  their  IVigid  nature,  eoinbiued  with  their  nmnstrous 
proportions,  nnidered  their  society  a  severe  afliiction,  independ- 
ently of  the  sin.  It  was  noticed  that  the  women,  inarrii'd  or 
single,  who  applied  to  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  for  relief  from 
this  curious  form  of  torment  were  almost  invariably  young  and 
pretty. 

In  the  year  1637  a  public  discussion  took  place  at  Paris  on  the 
question,  Whether  there  exist  succubce  and  incuhi,  and  whether 
they  can  pruereate  their  species?  The  di.Hcuasion  was  long  and 
elabonite.  It  wii^  conducted  by  a  body  of  learned  drjctors,  in 
presence  of  a  large  audience,  composed  partly  of  ladies ;  and 
while  the  judgment  of  the  tribunal  apj^eared  to  ht'  in  the  nega- 
tive, it  was  not  so  emphatic  iw  to  settle  the  question.-  Even  a 
century  later,  when  one  of  the  royal  physicians  undertook  to 
explode  the  theory  of  lewd  i^emons,  and  to  prove  that  girls  had 
endeavored  to  conceal  their  inltjrcourse  with  lovers  by  altriljuting 
to  them  a  devilish  character,  the  public  was  not  convinced,  and 
the  {ni:uhi  were  not  left  without  believers.  The  laws  still  pro- 
nounced the  penalty  of  death  iigaiust  all  pf^rsons,  male  or  female, 
who  had  commerce  with  demons. 

Another  practice  which  was  brought  to  a  close  about  the  same 
time  was  entitled  ''i<  saJbal  dex  sorciers"  the  witches'  vigil.  It 
appeal's  that,  at  the  earliest  times  of  which  we  have  any  record, 
the  inhabitants  of  France  and  Germany  were  in  the  huViit  of  fre- 
quenting nocturnal  sissemblies  in  which  witchcraft  was  believed 
or  pretended  to  occupy  a  prominent  place.  In  the  thirteenth 
centnrv  ihev  were  denounced  by  Pope  Gregory  IX..'  who  was 
sati.stied  that  the  devil  had  to  do  with  them,  and  that  their  prime 
object  was  the  gratification  of  sensuality.  His  bull  did  not  attain 
its  object.  The  witches'  meetings  were  still  held,  or  lielieved  to 
have  been  held  throughout  the  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  part  of 
the  sixteenth  centuries.  The  popular  belief  was  that  the  jxrsons 
in  league  with  witches  anointed  their  bodies  with  magical  oint^ 

'  Bodin,  Demonomanie. 

'  R«rui-il  general  dtn  questions  traicteet  ea  Conferencei  du  Bai«au  d'Admae. 
Paris.  UWMJ.  '  Hist.  EccWiast.  Henrv  XVII.  fiS. 
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meat,  bestrode  a  broom,  and  were  forthwith  carried  through  the 
air  to  the  place  of  meeting ;  that  Satan  was  present  at  the  cere- 
mony in  the  form  of  a  huge  he-goat,  and  received  the  homage  of 
the  witches  and  their  proselytes ;  that  songs  and  dances  followed 
next  in  order,  and  that  the  whole  performance  was  closed  with  a 
scene  of  promiscuoiis  debauchery'.'  The  Inquisition  took  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  obtained  affidavits  from  several  females 
averring  that  they  had  had  commerce  with  demons  on  these  occa- 
sions, and  relating  with  singular  crudity  the  peculiar  sensations 
they  experienced.'  On  the  strength  uf  this  evidence  prosecutions 
were  instituted,  and  many  persons  were  condemned  and  exe- 
cuted. 

It  has  been  usual  in  modem  times  to  regard  the  persecution  of 
the  witches  as  a  proof  of  the  barbarous  intolerance  of  the  ancient 
Church ;  but,  in  truth,  a  careful  exiiniiuation  of  the  evidence  leaves 
no  room  for  doubting  that  witchcraft  v/iis  only  the  cloak  of  real 
vices.  Most  oi'  the  persons  who  were  bumetl  in  France  as  sorcer- 
ers hatl  really  used  the  popular  ^K'lief  in  magic  to  hide  their  own 
debaucheries,  and  had  succeeded  in  depraving  large  numbers  of 
youth  of  both  sexes.  It  was  stated  by  a  theological  writer  of  the 
time  of  Francis  I.,  thul  in  his  dav  there  were  one  hundred  thou- 
sand persons  .sold  to  Satan  in  France.^  Allowing  for  suiue  exag- 
geration, it  must  still  be  inferred  from  this  statement  that  this  form 
of  prostitution  had  assumed  alarming  proportions.  Nor  is  there 
any  good  reason  lor  doubting  but  piiests  and  other  persons  of  lewd 
propensities  turned  the  simplicity  of  the  village  girls  Ui  account 
in  very  many  instances,  and  richly  earned  the  severe  penalty  that 
was  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  arm  of  the  Church.  The  vigil,  or 
««Aa<,  disappears  from  history  during  th<'  sixteenth  century.  That 
it  had  beun  for  some  time  before  its  extinction  a  haunt  of  debau- 
chees and  a  fertile  source  of  prostitution,  the  writers  on  dcmon- 
ology  and  the  old  chroniclers  establish  ineontrovenibly. 

Other  aids  to  prcjstitution  were  obtained  from  thi'  very  ranks 
of  the  Church.  During  the  Middle  Ages  numbers  of  strange  sects 
appeared,  many  of  which  relied  for  succes.s  on  the  favor  they  al- 
lowed to  sensual  itv.  At  the  present  day  it  is  not  easy  to  determ- 
ine what  proportion  of  the  stories  that  are  in  print  respecting  many 
of  these  sects  were  the  fruit  of  sectiirian  jealousy  on  the  part  of 
their  rivals^  acme  of  them  were  doubtless  calumniated,  but  there 
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are  others  about  whose  character  and  practices  there  is  no  rooB 
for  controversy.  Thi.'  FlagcUuiits,  tor'  instance,  who  counted  eight 
hundred  thousand  proselytes  in  France  in  the  fourteenth  century, 
were  unquestionably  depraved.  They  marched  in  priK'ession,  men 
and  women  together,  through  the  cities  of  France,  eatrh  member 
of  the  society  using  the  whip  freely  on  the  bare  back  of  the  per- 
son tx'foie  him;  and  at  uight  they  assembled  in  countrv  places, 
aiid  fjroceeded  to  mure  serious  flagellations.  The  opinion  of 
learned  per8«ms  ascribed  erotic  eiiecUs  to  these  flagellations,  it  be- 
ing said,  apiiiircntly  with  truth,  that  when  the  flagellants  had  ex- 
cited their  senst'sby  their  discipline,  they  gave  way  tt>  iVantic  de- 
bauchery. However  this  be,  it  is  plaiu  that  the  spectacle  of  naked 
men  and  women  marching  in  ])rocession  and  .scourging  one  an- 
other can  not  but  have  been  provocative  of  prostitution.' 

Another  similar  sect  was  the  Adamites,  who  argued  that  nudity 
was  the  law  of  nature,  and  that  clothes  were  an  alioiniiuitiou  in  the 
sight  of  God.  It  is  said  that,  at  first,  the  Adamites  insisted  on 
nudity  only  during  their  religious  exercises,  and  that  their  prose- 
lytes stripped  themselves  within  the  place  of  worship;  but  one, 
Picard,  whn  became  a  leading  authority  in  tin-  sect,  t<K)k  the 
ground  tiiat  their  principles  should  be  carried  out  boldly  in  the 
face  of  the  world.  He  and  his  followers,  male  and  fi'inale,  accord- 
ingly appeared  in  the  streets  in  the  costume  in  which  they  were 
bom.  The  Inquisition  very  properly  laid  hands  on  them,  pun- 
ished some,  and  exiled  the  others.' 

Agiiin:  if  we  pa**  from  individual  accidents  to  the  state  of  so- 
ciety at  large,  we  shall  find  many  features  that  can  not  have  been 
aids  to  virtue.  Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  obscene 
chanicter  of  much  of  the  early  poetry  of  Fratiee,  ami  to  the  ex- 
cessive grossness  of  those  works  especially  which  obtained,  and 
perha]is  deserved,  the  widest  popularity,  ifaiiy  of  the  eu-stoms 
of  the  day  were  equally  adverse?  to  sound  morals.  To  cite  one 
by  way  of  example :  On  the  Jour  des  Innocenls,  which  fell  on  the 
28th  of  December,  men  were  allowed  to  invade  the  bed-eliambera 
of  girl-s,  and,  if  they  could  find  them  in  bed,  to  admiiiisti-r  the 
chastisement  which  used  to  be  common  in  schools.  Hence  arose 
the  proverbial  expression,  Ifonnrr  ks  innocents  a  qtieliju'i/u,  which 
meant  to  birch  a  person  on  the  bare  akin.  No  doubt  the  old 
chroniclers  were  justifietl  in  saying  that  when  the  girl  was  worth 

'  Boileau,  Hist,  dot  Flsgeltaats ;  Pic  de  Is  Mirandolc,  Tr.  i-ontrp  Ipr  Astrolopies, 
Kt.  iii.  eh.  27.  '    Buyli-".-  I»iiliiinur)',  \'<).  Picard. 
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the  trouble,  the  invader  of  the  chamber  was  not  satisfied  with  in- 
Hictiiig  !i  chastisement.' 

Marriages  were  attended  with  ceremonies  far  grosser  than  any 
that  were  practiced  in  Rome.  It  was  not  only  decorous,  it  was 
tashii)iiable,  b<->th  lor  men  and  women,  to  spy  out  the  bed-ohambiT 
of  the  newly-wedded  couple,  and  the  fortunate  man  or  girl  who 
had  contrived  to  see  the  interior  of  the  room  through  a  chink  in 
the  wall  or  a  hole  in  the  door  was  loudly  applauded  when  the  re- 
sult of  his  or  her  discoveries  was  made  known.*  The  invention 
of  bridal  chambers  is  therefore  not  original  in  America,  ss  .some 
have  supposed. 

Strange  to  say,  neither  the  lewdness  of  the  poets  nor  the  gnjss- 
ness  of  the  social  habits  of  the  times  strikes  one  as  more  singular 
than  the  tone  of  the  sermons  which  were  delivered  in  Paris  at  the 
same  period.  One  of  the  most  famous  preachers  of  the  day  was 
Maillard,  who  rose  to  eminence  under  Louis  XI.  His  sennons  on 
the  luxury  and  corruptions  of  the  times  were  very  popular.  We 
dnd  him  cursing  the  "burgesses"  who,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  let 
their  houses  to  prostitutes :  "  Vultis  vivere  de  postenoribns  meretri- 
cum,"  he  cries,  indignantly.  He  denounces  with  extraordinary 
virulence  the  ''  crimes  of  impudieity  which  are  committed  in 
churches,"  and  which  "  the  pillars  and  nave  would  denounce,  if 
they  had  eyes  and  a  voice,"  He  did  not  spare  his  congregation. 
Turning  fiercely  to  the  women  who  sat  before  him,  he  apostro- 
phized them:  "  Dicatis,  vos,  mulieres,  posuistis,  posuistis  lilias  ad 
peccandum?  vos,  mulieres,  per  vestros  traitus  inipudiiu,  provocas- 
tis  alios  ad  peccandum?  Et  vos,  maquerellie,  quid  dicitis?"  He 
thunders  against  this  latter  class,  the  procuresses,  who  ought,  he 
says,  to  Ix!  burned  at  the  .<«take,  especially  when,  as  is  often  the 
case,  they  are  luith  the  mothers  tmd  the  venders  of  their  daugh- 
ters. Words  fail  him  to  denounce  the  intercourse  of  abandoned 
women  with  ecclesiastics;  he  invokes  the  divine  wrath  upon  those 
of  his  congregation  'jwe  danf  corpus  cunalihus,  monachis,  presbyte- 
rjs.  Botli  he  and  other  famous  preachers  of  the  ilay  pronounced 
maledictions  upon  lewd  convents,  which  some  of  them  say  are 
mere  seraglios  for  the  bishops  and  monks,  where  every  abomina- 
tion is  practiced. 

It  was  estimated  that  at  this  time,  say  the  fifteenth  century, 


'  LenKlet,  Dnfreonoy  sur  Marot,  uL  97 ;  Richelet'g  Diet. 
Bruiitome,  in  his  Dunes  GaUnteg,  describing  a  marriaRC,  sajs, 
a  tescontts,  a  faccouMtumit." 
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when  Paris  was  comparatively  a  aniall  city,  it  contained  Ave  to 
aix  thousand  prostitutt-s,  who  were  sjiid  by  an  Italian  to  be  far 
more  beautiful  and  attractive  tliau  ucy  prostitutes  he  had  see:, 
elsewhere. 
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The  memoranda  we  have  already  given  will  enable  the  reader 
to  form  an  idea  of  the  state  of  society  at  large.  It  remains  to  say 
something  of  the  court,  which,  in  some  resjject.'!,  wii.s  France. 

From  Louis  IX.  to  Charles  V.  inclu.sive,  it  is  .said  that  the  kings 
of  France  set  no  example  of  debauchery,  and  that  the  court  rath- 
er encouraged  virtue  than  vice.  When  the  sisters-in-law  of  Philip 
the  HmidiioiiR'  scandalized  Paris  by  their  loose  life  in  the  Tour  de 
Nesle,  into  which  they  were  said  to  make  a  practice  of  inveigling 
student.s,  whom  they  assassinated  when  tlicir  luhrtcitv  wa-s  sati- 
ated, tlie  king  luid  them  brought  to  puuinhiin'itt  and  dealt  witli  as 
though  the  popular  scandal  was  well  founded  in  fact.  When 
Charles  YI.  asirnded  the  throne  the  8<;ene  changed.  Thi.*  unfor- 
tunate monarch  wiis  not  only  himself  weak  and  depraved,  but  his 
wife,  Isabel  of  Bavaria,  was  more  vicious  still.  The  pair  encour- 
aged every  practice  that  could  shock  modeaty  or  outrage  decency. 
The  queen  lived  almost  openly  with  her  lover,  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans. The  king,  .so  long  Jis  he  retained  his  reason,  was  a  leading 
actor  in  the  scandalous  masquerades  of  the  court,  and  narrowly  es- 
caped lo.sing  his  life  on  one  occasion  when  he  disguitk-d  himself 
as  a  devil,  and  danced  immodestly  before  the  ladies  of  the  court 
Bound  his  loins,  as  round  those  of  his  fellow-demons,  :i  .sort  of 
girdle  of  tow  had  been  fitstened,  and  all  the  nuu-MjueradeJS  were 
chained  together.  In  the  midst  of  their  dunces,  .some  foolish  per- 
son threw  a  lighted  torch  at  them.  Their  girdles  t<K)k  fire,  and 
all  were  burned  to  death  except  the  king,  whom  the  Duchess  of 
Berri  saved  by  courageously  raising  her  skirts  and  throwing  them 
over  the  burning  monarch. 
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Chiirlop  had  hail  tnany  mistreases  in  his  youth.  When  he  went 
mad,  ihc  physieian.s  difected  the  queen  to  refuse  to  discharge  her 
conjugal  duty.  Charles  had  enough  of  his  former  nature  left  to 
re8»?nt  this  privation.  He  even  eniploycd  force,  and  succeeded  at 
last  in  compelling  his  wife  to  resumr  her  place  in  the  royal  couch. 
She  contrived,  however,  to  defraud  him  by  hiring  a  pretty  girl  to 
take  her  place.  It  is  sjiid  Charles  never  detecti'd  the  fraud.  His 
wife,  meanwhile,  gave  the  reins  to  her  loofe  pasjiion.s,  and  was 
known  to  have  had  at  least  a  score  of  lovers. 

A  very  striking  picture  of  the  manners  of  the  time  is  afforded 
bv  the  story  of  Agnes  Sorel.  She  wiis,  m  is  known,  the  mistress 
of  Charles  VII.,  a  lady  of  good  family,  and,  otherwise  than  as  the 
king's  mistress,  of  spotless  reputation.  Her  influence  ovei  the 
king  she  used  for  the  best  of  purposes.  It  was  she  who  roused 
him  to  make  the  efforts  which  eventually  expelled  the  foreigner 
from  France.  Her  private  charact»T  was  laudable :  she  was  ami- 
able, generoiLs,  kind,  and  true  ;  yet  when  she  visited  Paris  in  com- 
pany with  the  king,  the  crowd  followed  her  whenever  she  apj)ear- 
ed  in  the  streets,  ins\iUing  her,  and  culling  her  a  prostitute  in  the 
grossest  terms.  The  kiug  lived  with  her  right«,'cn  years,  but  nev- 
er ventured  to  acknowledge  her  publicly  as  his  mistress.  Of  the 
four  daughters  she  bore  him,  three  only  were  legitimated  by  his 
successor. 

Louis  XI.  had  a  seraglio  and  a  colony  of  bastards  before  he  be- 
came king,  nor  did  he  alter  his  nio<le  of  life  when  he  assumed  con- 
trol of  the  kingdom.  His  favorites  were  usually  chosen  from  the 
lowest  class  of  his  subject.-;,  many  of  whom  had  gone  through  an 
apprenticeship  for  the  king's  service  in  the  houses  of  prostitution 
of  the  capital.  Louis  never  pretended  to  bear  them  any  atfeetiou  ; 
he  used  them  as  he  used  the  men  of  letters  who  composed  for  his 
diversion  the  lewd  tales  which  have  reached  us. 

Charles  V 11 1,  appears  to  have  been  more  virtiious  than  his  pred- 
ecessors, though,  of  course,  he  did  not  pique  him,s».»If  upon  any  con- 
jugal fidelity.  A  stor\'  is  told  which  refleet-s  credit  upon  his 
character.  It  is  said  that  during  his  campaign  in  Italy,  when  he 
retired  to  his  chamber  one  evening,  he  found  there  a  young  girl 
of  marvelous  Ivuuty  in  a  state  of  complete  d&habill^.  She  was 
kneeling  and  in  tears  when  the  king  entered.  On  Charles  inquir- 
ing the  cause  of  her  sorrow,  she  confessed  that  her  parents  had 
sold  her  to  the  king's  valet  for  the  use  of  his  majesty,  and  con- 
jured Charles  to  spare  her.     The  king  w:is  touched  by  her  dia- 
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tress.  He  inquired  into  the  facts,  and,  finding  that  ihcy  were  aa 
she  stated,  and,  farther,  that  she  was  tnitrothed  to  a  youth  of  the 
neighborhood,  he  sent  for  him  and  married  the  young  couple 
forthwith. 

It  appears  certain  that  Charles's  death  was  caused  by  his  indis- 
creet commerce  with  the  sex.  All  the  chroniclers  state  that  he 
fell  a  victim  to  the  indulgence  of  his  passions,  being  frail  of  body 
and  of  feeble  constitution. 

The  court  of  Louis  XII.  was  purer  than  that  of  his  predecessors, 
owing  to  the  austere  virtue  of  the  queen.  Louis  himself  had  shared 
the  profligacies  of  his  family  in  hi.s  youth,  bnt,  on  Ixvoming  king, 
he  allowed  his  wife  to  regulate  his  household  according  to  her 
principles.  For  the  first  time  for  many  yeare,  say  the  old  chron- 
iclers, prostitution  was  banished  from  court. 

We  shall  have  something  to  say  of  Francis  I.  in  connection  with 
syphilis,  of  which  he  was  a  conspicuous  and  an  early  victim.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  his  mother  stated  that  he  liad  been  punished 
where  he  sinned.  The  misfortune  did  not  operate  as  a  warning. 
His  life  was  notoriously  dissolute  at  a  time  when  profligacy  was 
so  much  the  rule  that  it  was  hardly  likely  to  be  noticed.  Bran- 
tome  asserts  positively'  that  his  expedition  to  Italy  was  prompted 
by  the  de^sire  to  make  acquaintiincc  with  a  courtesan  of  Milan 
whose  charms  Admiral  Bonuivet  had  extolled.  Previous  to  his 
time,  it  seems,  there  had  always  been  attached  to  the  court  a  body 
of  prostitutes  for  the  use  of  the  courtiers.  Francis  suppressed  this 
body,  and  actually  invited  the  ladies  of  the  court  to  take  their 
place.  Brantome  reviews  this  policy,  and  while  he  praises  it  in 
view  of  the  "joyous  pastimes"  to  which  it  led,  he  is  bound  to  ac- 
knowledge that  it  produced  the  greatest  immorality  ever  known 
in  France.  The  ladies  of  the  town  followed  the  example  of  those 
of  the  court,  and  but  little  was  wanting  but  that  every  woman  in 
France  b(:*amc  a  prostitute. 

It  wfLs  the  ciustom  during  this  reign  for  the  king  to  invite  all 
his  courtiers  and  their  wives  and  daughters  t<^^)  kidge  at  the  royal 
palaces  from  time  to  time.  The  ladies  had  apartments  by  them- 
selves, and  to  each  room  the  king  had  a  key.  We  are  lussured 
that  the  husbands,  fathers,  and  brothers  of  ladies  who  n'fused  to 
submit  to  the  royal  demands  had  but  little  chance  ol"  retaining 
their  offices.  If  they  had  been  guilty  of  maladministration  or 
peculation,  as  was  the  case  with  most  of  them,  they  could  hope 
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fjr  pardon  unty  through  the  ooifiphiisjuice  of  their  female  relatives. 
The  sUjry  of  M.de  St.  Vallier,  who  w:is  reprieved  on  the  scaffold 
ill  payment  for  the  favors  which  his  daughter,  the  beautiful  Diana 
of  Poictiers.  had  granted  to  the  king,  is  too  well  known  to  need 
repetition  here. 

It  was  the  boast  of  Francis  that  he  had  always  respected  the 
honor  of  the  ladies  of  the  court,  and  the  boast  was  just,  from  his 
point  of  view.  Ili.s  visits  to  his  inisti'Ciises  were  always  made  in 
a  mysterious  manner,  and  at  night.  Even  to  the  Duchess  of 
Etampe.s,  who  wns  hi.s  aeknowledged  niistri-^ss  and  jvrtx.'iire.ss  for 
a  periotl  of  nfiiriy  twenty  yi-ai-s,  he  never  behaved  in  public  in  a 
manner  to  compromise  her  reputation.  In  private  he  was  not  so 
scrupulous.  When  thi.x  lady's  husband  disturbed  the  king  one 
evening,  Francis  thvw  his  swurd  ou  iiim,  and  threatened  to  kill 
him  instantly  if  he  dared  to  reveal  what  every  one  knew,  or  to 
jyiiuish  the  wife  at  whose  adultery  he  had  connived  for  years. 
His  idea  seems  to  liave  been  that  woi-ds  aioue  eonstiluicd  the  sin 
of  debauchery.  On  one  occasion  he  tiwk  all  the  ladies  of  the 
court  to  see  the  royal  deer  in  the  rutting  seastm;  but  when  a  gen- 
tleman ventured  a  very  obviou.s  pleatsantry  on  the  scene,  he  exiled 
him  from  court  for  life. 

Hia  death  has  been  frequently  described.  Some  writers  imply, 
by  their  silent*,  doubts  of  the  autlieuticity  of  the  story  of  La  Belle 
hronni^re;  but  it  rests  on  very  tolerable  evidence.  This  lady, who 
was  uncommonly  beautiful,  was  the  wife  of  a  lawyer  or  a  mer- 
chant (the  authorities  do  not  agree  on  the  point).  The  king  so- 
licited her  favors,  but,  strange  to  say,  was  met  with  a  positive  n;- 
fu-sal.  On  consuluuion  with  the  court  lawyers,  however,  Fnuicis 
was  inftinned  that  he  could,  by  tht;  exercise  of  his  royal  preroga- 
tive, enjoy  the  company  of  any  woman  he  ple^isetl,  and  the  Ferron- 
ni^re  was  accordingly  notified  that  the  king  commanded  her  to 
yield  to  his  desires.  She  eontideii  the  order  to  her  husband,  who, 
on  reflection,  counseled  her  to  submit.  .Meanwhile  Ferronniere 
himself  u.sed  his  best  endeavors  to  catch  a  .-syphilitic  di.sea.se,  which 
he  commuuieated  to  his  wife.  She  gave  it  to  the  king,  who  died 
of  it  after  much  .suffering. 

Henry  II.  hufl  the  merit  of  fidelity,  not  ti>  his  wife,  but  to  hia 
mLstrcAS.  The  latter  was  the  famous  Diana  de  Poictiers,  whose 
successful  intercession  with  Francis  I.  on  her  father's  behalf  has 
lieen  already  noticed.  Brantome  a.saerts  that  .she  did  not  emulate 
the  constancy  of  her  royal  l(tver,  .saying  that  in  her  youth  she  had 
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"  obliged  many  persons."  He  tells  a  storj  which,  if  true,  reflects 
credit  on  tiie  temper  of  the  king.  Visiting  bid  mistress  one  day, 
he  surprised  her  in  the  company  of  a  courtier  named  Brissac,  who 
had  only  time  to  hide  himself  under  the  bed.  After  spending 
some  moments  with  Diana,  the  king  asked  for  some  refreshmenta 
Some  boxes  of  confectionery  were  brought  him,  and  in  the  midst  of 
his  meal  he  took  a  box  and  threw  it  under  the  bed,  saying,  "  Hal- 
loo, Brissac,  every  body  must  live !"  Diana  lost  no  portion  of 
her  lover's  heart  in  consequence  of  her  infidelities.  This  she  owed 
in  some  degree  to  her  extraordinary  beauty,  which  she  preserved 
so  late  in  life  that  it  was  commonly  reported  she  was  in  the  habit 
of  u.sing  Sixip  made  of  liquid  gold.  Henry  was  proud  of  his  mis- 
tress, and  never  concealed  their  liaison.  He  had  his  arms  inter- 
woven with  hers  on  many  public  buildings  and  pieces  of  plate. 
He  used  eunstanlly  to  ride  through  the  streetj*  with  the  beautiful 
Diana  ou  his  crupper ;  and  he  showed  her  so  marked  a  preference 
over  his  wife  that  judicious  courtiers  never  made  the  mistake  of 
courting  the  latter. 

But  the  orderly  life  of  the  king  was  not  imitated  by  the  court 
According  to  Brimtome  and  Sauval,  the  excesses  of  the  age  of 
Francis  were  aggravated  under  Henry.  It  was  rare,  says  the  for- 
mer, that  ladies  presented  tLoir  virginity  to  their  husbands;  and 
husViands  wlio  r)bjectcd  lo  the  intimacy  of  their  wives  with  "kings, 
princes,  noblemen,  and  others  of  the  court,''  were  eschewed  from 
society.  A  woman  was  held  to  be  virtuous  because  she  begged 
her  lover  to  wait  till  she  was  nuirried  to  gratify  his  desires;  mar- 
ried women  who  retained  their  luve  fur  the  same  ijnlattl  for  sev- 
eral years  were  considered  models  of  purity.  Brantome  intimates 
di.stinctly  that  ordinary  debauchery  fell  short  of  the  desires  of  thp 
courtiei>i;  incest,  sodomy,  and  .'^iniilur  enormities  could  alone  sa- 
tiate the  passions  of  the  old  debauchees  of  the  day. 

The  same  writer  partially  explains  the  spread  of  vice  by  say- 
ing that  within  the  liu^t  half  century  the  ladies  of  France  had  ac- 
quired the  arts  of  Italy ;  nor  is  it  doubtful  that  with  the  Mediois 
many  of  the  monstrous  vices  which  have  been  peculiar  U)  Italy 
ever  since  the  age  of  Imperial  Ronu>  were  impcjrted  into  France. 
We  hear  of  all  kinds  of  instruments  of  debauchery  ;  of  lewd  books 
and  lewd  pictures ;  of  indecent  sculptures  and  bronzes  being  sold 
without  let  or  hiuderance  in  the  stores  of  Paris.  It  was  the  age  of 
Aretino;  and  besides  that  famous  or  infamous  writer,  a  number 
of  other  Italians  had  competed  for  the  prize  of  lewdness  in  com- 
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position.  Poets,  painters,  sculptors,  seemed  to  try  how  far  art 
could  be  prostituted.  Cellini,  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  Giulio  Romano, 
Nicollo  dcir  Abate,  and,  indeed,  almost  all  their  contemporaries, 
debased  their  genius  by  the  execution  of  indecent  works.  Many 
of  these  found  their  way  to  Paris.  When  Pope  Clement  VII.  un- 
dertook to  prosecute  the  authors  of  indecent  works,  whether  in 
letters  or  art,  most  of  the  compositions  that  were  endangered  by 
his  bull  were  transported  to  France.  Brantome  alludes  to  many 
of  them  as  being  quite  common  in  his  time.  He  describes,  for  in- 
stance, a  -silver  goblet  on  which  the  most  indecent  scenes  were 
graven,  and  which  a  nobleman  of  the  court  always  obliged  the 
ladies  who  visited  him  to  use  at  table.  Other  noblemen  had  their 
room.*  painted  in  fresco  in  similar  taste.  It  is  stated  that  Anne 
of  Austria  cau.'?ed  three  hundred  thousand  4cub  worth  of  frescoes 
of  this  kind  to  be  removed  from  ^he  ceilings  of  the  palace  at  Fon- 
tainebleau.'  But  in  the  reign  of  Henry  11.  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  one  w.a8  ever  prosecuted  for  dealing  m  this  kind  of  merchan- 
dise. 

During  the  three  following  reigns,  it  was  Catharine  of  Medicis 
who  gave  the  tone  to  the  court,  and  really  ruled  the  kingdom. 
All  historians  concur  in  stating  that  she  used  prostitution  as  the 
mainspring  of  her  policy.  She  had  a  court  of  sometimes  two  to 
three  hundred  ladies  of  honor,  whom  she  employed  to  worm  out 
the  secrets  of  the  politiriaus  of  the  day.  They  were  known  as 
the  Queen's  Flying  Squadron,  and  it  appears  thej'  performed  their 
duties  successfully  ;  of  course,  at  the  cost  of  whatever  virtue  or 
decency  the  court  still  retained.  Brantf>me  is  still  our  authority 
for  aasertiug  that  they  introduced  a  new  feature  of  debauchery; 
they  took  the  initiative  m  affairs  of  this  kind,  and  instead  of  yield- 
ing to  the  entreaties  of  lovers,  it  was  they  who  pressed  their  lovers 
to  meet  thein  half  way.  He  likewise  informs  us  that  they  aided 
the  establishment  in  France  of  other  vices  which  had  hitherto 
been  peculiar  to  Southern  and  Eastern  climates,  by  the  revival  of 
practices  which  had  been  common  among  the  hetaira  of  Athens. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  Catharine  willfully  tutored  her  children 
in  habits  of  debauchery,  in  order  to  divert  their  minds  from  poli- 
tics, and  retam  control  over  the  kingdom,  but  this  scandal  does 
not  appear  to  rest  on  authentic  evidence.  It  is  unquestionable, 
however,  that  Charles  IX.,  the  author  of  the  massacre  of  St.  Bar- 

*  SauTal,  Amoun  ie*  rnu  de  France  ;  frum  which  work  many  of  tlic  facts  in  th« 
text  ihnmphout  (hU  (^bajiier  are  drawn. 
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tholomew,  lived  in  incestuous  inlercoursc  witli  his  sister  Marguiet, 
and  there  seenis  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  story  that 
Catharine  more  than  once,  entertained  the  king  and  court  at  a 
banquet  at  which  nude  fiemales  seized  as  waiters. 

Perhaps  the  best  idea  of  the  morals  of  the  time  can  be  obtained 
from  the  adventures  of  the  Margaret  just  irientioned,  who  married 
Henry  IV.,  King  of  Navarrt\  and  aJk-rward  King  of  France.  It 
is  said  that  at  the  age  of  eleven  she  had  two  lovers,  both  of  whom 
claimed  to  have  robbed  her  of  her  virtue.  Man-ying  the  King  of 
Navarre,  she  found  means  to  leave  her  husband  and  reside  at 
Paris,  whose  air  suited  her  better  than  the  country.  Here  her 
debaucheries  were  a  common  theme  of  s^candal,  her  lovers  being 
counted  by  the  score.  Happening  at  last  to  give  birth  to  a  child 
which  mysteriously  disappeared,  her  brother  Henry  HI.  .sent  her 
to  her  husband  in  a  qua.^^i -disgrace.  Henr\-  of  Navarre  refused  to 
cohabit  with  her.  The  king  vainly  endeavored  to  reconcile  the 
couple.  With  more  zeal  than  tact,  he  used  as  an  argument  with 
his  cousin  that  the  mother  of  the  King  of  Navarre  had  not  her- 
self led  an  irreproachable  life.  At  this  Henry  burst  into  a  laugh, 
and  remarked  to  the  envoy  that  the  king  wiis  very  compliment- 
ary in  his  letters,  his  majesty  having  in  the  first  described  the 
vices  of  the  wife,  and  in  the  second  alluded  to  the  frailties  of  the 
mr)tlier. 

He  persisted  in  refusing  to  receive  Margaret,  and  she  took  ref- 
uge in  the  little  town  of  Agen,  but  no  sooner  began  to  lead  her 
usual  life  there  than  the  people  rose  and  expelled  her.  She  tound 
a  second  n-fuge  in  the  fortress  of  Us.son,  and  there  she  lived 
twenty  years  in  a  sort  of  prison  which  she  converted  into  a 
brothel.  She  was  debarred  from  the  society  of  men  of  fashion 
and  courtiers,  but  for  her  purjnoses,  servants,  secretaries,  musicians, 
and  even  the  peasants  of  the  neighborhood  answered  as  well,  and 
of  these  there  was  no  lack.  Retuniing  to  Paris  in  her  old  age, 
she  did  not  alter  her  course  of  life.  Slie  Ixfame  outwardly  de- 
vout, and  established  a  nunnery  and  rnona'^tery  near  her  hotel; 
the  latter,  the  people  said,  in  order  to  have  monks  always  at  hand; 
but  the  list  of  her  lovers  remained  undiniinislied  to  the  very  verge 
of  her  death.' 

Nor  did  her  husband  present  any  striking  contrast  to  his  wife, 
though  he  reflected  so  severely  upon  her  in  the  work  puiilished 
under  the  title  Le  divorce  Satin'ijtte.     Bayle  remarks  that,  had  he 
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uot  expended  so  lax'^e  a  portion  of  his  energy  in  ihe  pursuit  of 
sensual  pleasures,  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  heroes 
of  history.'  He  was  profuse  and  indiscriminate  in  his  attach- 
ments ;  duchess  or  farmer's  daughter,  it  was  all  the  same  to  him. 
He  changed  his  mistress  once  a  month  at  least.  As  an  exception 
to  this  rule,  his  att'ection  for  Gabrielle  d'Estr^es,  a  very  lovely 
creature,  whom  he  shared  with  the  Marquis  of  Bellegarde,  and 
who  bore  him,  or  them,  three  children,  lasted  several  years.  He 
was  not  ikithful  to  her,  and  made  no  secret  of  his  inlidelities,  but 
he  loved  her  passionately.  On  one  occasion  he  left  bus  army  in 
the  midst  of  a  campaign,  disguised  himself  as  a  peasant,  and  tra\- 
eled  through  the  enemy's  country  to  meet  her.  He  once  went  to 
see  her,  but  was  stopped  at  the  door  with  the  announcement  that 
Bellegarde  was  with  her.  His  first  impulse  was  one  of  rage. 
Drawing  his  sword,  he  rushed  toward  the  door,  but  stopped  half 
way,  and  saying,  '*  No,  it  would  make  her  angr\',"  he  returned 
home.  Gabrielle  was  a  very  bciiutiful  and  charming  person. 
She  was  in  the  habit  of  having  herself  painted  iu  a  state  of  per- 
fect nudity,  with  her  children  playing  around  her. 

When  she  died,  Henry  proposed  to  replace  her  by  Mademoiselle 
D'Entntgiies,  whose  beauty  had  made  some  sensation  at  court 
Negotiations  were  opened  with  the  lady,  who  dutifully  placed 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  her  family,  and  father,  mother,  and 
brother*  began  to  treat  with  the  king  for  the  pro.stitutioii  of  their 
thiughier  and  sister.  They  iisked  a  hundred  thousjind  crowns. 
The  king  thought  the  sum  large,  and  offered  fifty  thousand,  but 
the  family  refusing  to  give  way,  he  acceded  to  their  demands. 
They  then  added  that  they  would  like  to  have  a  promise  of  nuir- 
riuge,  conditioned  upon  the  lady's  bearing  a  male  child  within 
a  year.  To  this  likewise  Henry  agreed,  in  spite  of  Sully's  re- 
monstrances; and  Mdlle.  D'Entragues  became  the  acknowledged 
mistress  of  the  king.  It  need  not  be  added  that  the  promise  of 
marriage  was  never  fulfilled. 

Some  time  afterward  Henry  fell  in  love  with  a  young  lady  who 
was  betrothed  to  Marshal  Bassompierre.  As  ardent  as  ever,  he 
Bent  for  the  marshal,  explained  his  feeling-s,  and  ordered  Bassom- 
pierre to  renounce  his  claims.  The  marshal  obeyed,  and  Henry 
married  the  lady  (who  was  a  Montmorency)  to  the  Prince  of 
Conde.  The  marriage  was  hardly  over  before  the  king  opened 
negotiations  with  the  bride.     It  will  be  scarcely  credited  that  the 
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emissary  he  employed  was  the  mother  of  the  Prince  of  Cona^, 
whi)  left  no  means  uiitried  to  effect  the  thshoiior  of  her  son.  The 
prince,  of  less  coniplaeeiit  temper  liian  tnost  other  eourtiers,  re- 
fused to  allow  his  wile  to  become  the  king's  mistress,  lie  re- 
moved her  fr<jni  F"riince,  and,  just  as  Heiti-y  wju?  alioiit  to  st>nd 
after  her,  the  assassin  Ravailliic  fn-ed  Conde  from  the  danger. 

The  disorders  of  Henry  III.,  the  predecessor  of  the  King  of 
Navarre,  are  shamefully  notorious.  There  wa.s  a  time  during  his 
reign  wLeii,  for  tbc  same  reai^on  which  induced  the  estiiUli.shment 
of  Dieleria  at  Athens,  prostitution  almost  seemed  a  desirable  in- 
stitution at  Paris.  In  his  youth  he  had  been  a  famous  si^dueer  of 
the  ladies  of  honor.  An  anecdote  of  hi.s  life  at  this  jicrifHl  nut 
only  reveals  the  tone  of  the  court,  but  iin]ipily  sboft'.-^  tlud  de- 
pravity was  not  .*»<)  universal  as  might  be  inuigined.  When  Ileii- 
Tv  was  chosf^n  King  uf  Poland,  he  was  an.xious  to  .settle  his  mis- 
tress, Mdlle.  de  Chateauneuf,  by  iintling  her  a  husband.  He  ap- 
plied to  a  courtier,  the  Provost  of  Paris.  M.  de  Nantoiiillet,  but 
received  the  si-atliing  reply  that  ''M.  de  Xantonillet  wuuld  not 
marry  a  prostitute  till  the  king  had  established  brothels  in  the 
Louvre." 

It  is  l>est,  perhaps,  to  throw  a  veil  over  the  later  stories  of  Hen- 
ry III.,  his  mignmis,  and  the  frightful  infamies  that  were  practiced 
in  Paris  in  his  time.  They  may  be  divined  fmm  t)ie  fact  that 
Brautonie  mentions  some  orgies  in  wliieh  the  king  and  a  jmrty  of 
friends,  male  and  female,  stripped  them.selves  naked,  and  tried  to 
place  themselves  on  a  level  with  the  bnitc  creation,  as  rather  re- 
deeming instances  of  his  sensuality. 

We  shall  take  occasion  herojifter  to  follow  the  history  of  the 
court  from  Louis  XIII.  to  modern  limes.  Meanwhile,  some  feat- 
ures of  scwiety  bearing  f)n  prostitution  in  the  age  wi-  have  sketch- 
ed must  l)e  briefly  noted. 

It  is  jisstMtfxl  by  all  the  chroniclers  that  the  influence  of  the 
League  {Li(jue)  W!is  most  jtiTiiieious.  A  sort  of  religiori>  enthusi- 
asm seems  to  have  been  kindled  by  the  sectarian  strifi'  of  the  pe- 
riofl,  ami  [iraetiees  which  pni-jiorted  to  Im^  religious,  but  wen-  only 
immiu-ai,  wen"  encouraged  Viy  the  highest  authorities.  Religious 
fanaticism  ruled  throughout  France.  Men  and  women  walked 
naked  in  processions  which  were  led  by  the  curates.  As  was 
natund  at  an  age  of  civil  war,  violence  was  freely  u.-st'd  toward  fe- 
males by  both  of  the  contending  armies.  At  everj'  city  th.if  was 
taken,  either  by  the  Leaguers  or  the  Huguenot.s,  all  the  women, 
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Of  the  nunil>L'r  oj"  regular  pnxslitutes  exercising  their  calling  in 
Franoj  during  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  no  con-ect 
estinaate  can  be  made.  It  was  undoubtedly  large.  During  the 
religious  wars,  a  writer  on  the  .side  of  Protestantism  uuderto<jk  to 
draw  up  a  statement  of  the  number  of  prostitutes  and  lewd  women 
whose  vices  were  chargeable  to  the  clergy.  His  estimate  is,  of 
course,  open  to  suspicion,  us  being  a  sectarian  j>erformance ;  but, 
allowing  for  great  exaggeration,  it  will  still  itppear  alarming.  lie 
calculates  that  there  were  at  that  time  oni'  millinn  of  wonini,  more 
or  less,  who  led  habitually  lewd  lives,  and  ministered  to  the  pas- 
sions of  the  clergy.  These  were  independent  of  the  married  women 
who  were  led  inUi  adultery,  and  of  the  pimps  and  procuresses  who 
were  in  clericid  pay.' 

To  return  to  the  laws  regulating  jjrostitution,  it  appears  that  a 
serious  eflbrt  was  made  to  put  it  down  imder  the  sovereignty  of 
Catharine  of  Medicis.  An  ordinance  of  Charh's  IX.,  dated  1560, 
prohibit*'d  the  opening  or  keeping  of  any  brothel  or  house  of  in- 
ception for  prostitutes  in  Paris.  For  a  short  period  it  seems  that 
the  practice  was  actually  suppressed,  and  the  eo:isequeuce  is  sjiid 
to  have  been  a  large  inerexse  of  secret  debauchery.  A  few  years 
after  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  a  Huguenot  clergyman  named 
Cayet  proposed  to  re-establish  jiuVjlic  brothels  in  the  interest  nf 
the  public  morals,  but  the  authorities  of  his  Church  assnilecl  liim 
so  vehemently  that  his  scheme  fell  to  the  ground  without  having 
had  the  benefit  of  a  public  discussion,  and  he  was  himself  driven 
to  join  the  Romani.sts.  In  1588  an  ordinance  of  Henry  III.  reaf- 
firmed the  ordinance  of  15fiO,  and  alleged  that  the  magistrates  of 
the  city  had  connived  at  the  estiibli.shnient  of  brothels.  Ordi- 
nances of  the  provost  followed  in  the  same  stniin,  and  all  prosti- 
tutes were  required  to  leave  Paris  within  twenty-four  hours.  An 
ordinance  dated  1635  was  still  more  rigorous.  It  condemned  all 
men  concerned  in  the  "  trafltc  of  prostitution"  to  the  galleys  for 
life,  and  all  women  and  girls  to  be  *'  whipped,  shaved,  and  ban- 
ished for  life,  without  any  formal  trial."  As  might  be  inuigined, 
this  ordinance  was  alternately  disregarded  and  made  to  serve  the 
purposes  of  jjrivate  malice.  Men  who  wished  to  revenge  them- 
selves on  their  mistresses  accused  them  of  being  prostitutes;  but 
tit  dees  not  apjjear  that  l/ie  artiuil  supply  loa^  evrr  seriously  diminished. 
■  Cabiuet  du  Roi  de  France,  Paris,  1S8I. 
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dresses.  The  libraries  contain  a  large  collection  of  works  writte" 
by  moralists  and  preachers  of  the  time  against  these  "  indecent 
abuses"  of  the  ladies.  As  thej  are  all  in  use  at  the  present  time, 
we  may  perhaps  conclude  that  the  old  French  moralists  were  un- 
necessarily ahirmed  ;  but  it  is  likely  that  the  form  uf  the  bustle 
was  by  no  means  as  modest  as  that  of  modern  crinoline  skirts,  and 
that  the  fashioti  of  l;idies'  drawers  had  not  yet  come  in.  Such,  at 
least,  is  the  inference  from  some  of  the  criticisms  they  provoked. 
The  exjjasure  of  the  breasts  was  checked  for  a  time  under  Louia 
XI  v., but  the  reform  was  evanescent,  and  the  custom  against  which 
churchmen  thundered  in  the  sixteenth  e<'nlury  survives  to-day. 

Some  allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  theatre.  Theatri- 
cals were  forbidden  by  the  early  French  kings,  at  the  in.stigation 
of  the  Church,  but  the  prohibition  was  evaded  by  the  performance 
of  scenes  from  the  Go8[m?1  dramatized.  From  the  remains  of  these 
Moralities  it  would  appear  that  they  were  always  coarse  and  often 
immoral.  The  devil  always  played  a  prominent  part,  and  would 
have  been  inconsistent  had  he  not  outraged  di-cency.  Under 
Henry  III.  women  began  to  appear  on  the  .stage,  and  farces  very 
bmad  in  ideas  and  language  Ijegan  to  b<.*  played  instead  of  the 
old  Moralities.  We  are  led  to  believe  that  nothing  was  too  scan- 
dalous to  bi!  represented  on  the  stage ;  in  fact,  the  idea  seems  to 
have  been  to  crowd  as  much  sensuality  and  vice  into  the  farces  as 
possible.  Scarcely  any  incident  of  life  was  too  indecent  to  be  either 
portrayed  or  described,  and  if  the  latter,  the  description  was  given 
in  the  most  undisguised  language.  It  is  altogether  impossible  to 
transcribe  scenes  of  this  nature.  Enough  to  say  that  women  were 
made  to  go  through  the  pains  of  childbirth  on  the  stage ;  husband 
and  wife  went  to  bed  in  presence  of  the  public ;  and  when  modesty 
prompted  the  retirement  of  actors  for  causes  still  more  indecent,  a 
colleague  rarely  failed  to  explain  why  they  had  retired  and  what 
they  were  doing  liehind  the  curtain.  Many  of  La  Fontaine's  most 
ffriixns  stories  were  taken  from  farces  which  were  once  acted  with 
copious  pantomime  before  the  ladies  of  Paris.  Even  jus  late  as  the 
reign  of  Ilenry  IV.,  plaj's  of  this  character  were  commonly  acted 
at  Paris  at  the  Hotel  de  Bourgogne.  It  was  usual  for  the  star 
actoT  to  speak  a  prologue  or  an  interlude,  which  wa.s  invariably 
recommended  by  its  indecency.  We  have  some  of  the  titles  of 
these  prologues,  and  they  were  generally  of  the  same  character  as 
the  one  on  the  question,  Uter  vir  an  mulier  x  viagis  dekctel  iti 
copulatioiie. 
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Of  the  iiuiiilxT  of  regular  prostitutes  exercising  their  calling  in 
France  during  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  no  correct 
estimate  can  be  made.  It  was  undoiibteiliy  large.  During  the 
rehgious  wars,  a  writer  on  the  side  of  Protestantism  undertook  to 
draw  up  a  statement  of  the  nunifx-r  oi'  prostitutes  and  lewd  women 
whose  vices  were  chargeable  to  the  clergy.  His  estimate  is,  of 
course,  open  to  saspicion,  sis  being  a  sectarian  performance ;  but, 
allowing  for  great  exaggeration,  it  will  still  apf)eur  alarming.  He 
calculates  that  there  were  at  that  time  one  million  of  women,  more 
or  less,  who  led  habitually  lewd  lives,  and  ministered  to  the  j>as- 
sions  of  the  clerg}'.  These  were  indcpiMident  of  the  married  women 
who  were  led  into  adultery,  and  of  tlie  pimps  and  procuresses  who 
were  in  clerical  pay.' 

To  return  to  the  laws  regulating  jjrostitution,  it  appears  that  a 
serious  effort  wjis  made  to  put  it  down  mider  the  sovereignty  of 
Catharine  of  Medicis.  An  ordinance  of  Charh-s  IX.,  dated  1560, 
prohibited  the  opening  or  keeping  of  any  brothel  or  house  of  re- 
ception for  prostitutes  in  Paris.  For  a  shoi-t  period  it  seems  that 
the  practice  was  actually  suppressed,  and  the  consequence  is  sjiid 
to  have  been  a  large  increase  of  secret  debauchery.  A  few  years 
after  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  a  Huguenot  clergyman  named 
Cayct  proposed  to  re-establish  public  brothels  in  the  interest  of 
the  public  morals,  but  the  authorities  of  his  Church  aasiiiled  him 
so  vehemently  that  his  scheme  fell  to  the  ground  without  having 
had  the  benefit  of  a  public  discussion,  and  he  was  himself  driven 
to  join  the  Bomani.sts,  In  1588  an  ordinance  of  Ilenry  III.  reaf- 
firmed the  ordinance  of  15fi0,  and  alleged  that  the  magistrates  of 
the  city  had  coimivcd  at  the  establishment  of  brothels.  Ordi- 
nances of  th«  provost  followed  in  tbe  sjime  .«tniin,  and  all  pro.sti- 
tutes  were  required  to  leave  Paris  within  twenty-four  hours.  An 
ordinance  dated  1635  was  still  more  rigorotis.  It  condemned  all 
men  concenied  in  the  "  traffic  of  prostitution"  to  the  galleys  for 
life,  and  all  women  and  girls  to  be  "whipped,  shaved,  and  ban- 
ished for  life,  without  any  furmal  trial."  As  might  be  imagined, 
this  ordinance  was  ahcrnately  disregarded  and  made  to  serve  tiw 
purposes  of  ])rivate  malice.  Men  who  wished  to  revenge  them- 
selves on  their  mistresses  accused  them  of  being  prostitutes;  but 
it  does  not  appear  tliat  the  actual  siipply  ivas  ever  seriously  diminished. 
'  Cabiuet  du  Roi  de  France,  Paris,  1581. 
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FRANCE. — HISTORY    FROM    LOUIS   XIII.  TO  THE    PRESENT   DAY. 

Bitile  of  PrMtitntes.— Measure*  of  Louis  XIV.— Lawn  of  16ft4  and  1718.— Police 
Regulations. — Ordinance  of  I7TH. — Itcpiiliiican  Lopislution. — FripUtfiil  stale  of 
I'lvris. — Efliort«lopaM  a  mineral  Law. — Thi'  Court. — Loui*  XIII. — The  McclicK 
-  LuuLs  XIV. — La  Valliire. — .Moniojmn. — Muiiitt'iKin.  —  Liicrntiire  of  the  Dav. 
— Fi'iulul  Rigbta. — The  Renemy. — Uuilu'ss  of  Berri. — ("luudine  (In  Teticia. — 
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— Philippe  Epalite. — .Subsequent  .Sovereipnu. — Literature.  —  Lewd  Novels  and 
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We  have  thus  sketched  the  history  of  prostitution  in  Franca 
from  the  commencement  of  the  French  nation  to  the  reign  of  Louis 
XIII.    This  chapter  will  complete  the  .'luhject  to  the  present  dav- 

The  ordinance  of  1560,  prohibiting  prostitution  in  any  shape, 
and  pntnting  twenty-four  hours  only  to  prostitutes  and  their  ac- 
com)>lices  to  evacuate  Pari.s,  remainetl  in  force  till  late  in  the  eight- 
eenili  century.  Though,  so  far  as  the  general  traffic  went,  it  was 
a  de;iiJ  letter,  it  enabled  the  police  authorities  to  imprison  or  exile 
unruly  prostitutes  frtjiii  time  to  time,  tuid  wa.s  the  basis  of  the 
high-handed  measure  by  which  the  colonists  of  Canada  were  first 
supplied  with  wives  direct  fmm  the  Paris  stews.  It  also  enabled 
noblemen  and  ofllcials  coniu-eted  witli  government  to  avenge 
themselves  upon  unfaithful  mistresses,  and  to  exercise  a  conven- 
ient sort  of  l_\Tanny  over  the  ]iretty  ling^refi  and  sewing-girls  of 
the  metropolis. 

In  1684  Louis  XIV.  made  some  aJteration  in  the  laws  govern- 
ing prostitution.  He  provided  pris«»ns  lor  the  detention  of  pros- 
titutes, and  armed  the  lifutenant  nf  |K>lice  with  authority  to  cor- 
rect them ;  and  he  drew  a  broad  line  of  distinction  between  disso- 
lutt*  women  who  wen>  not  actually  ujjon  the  town  and  the  class 
of  prostitute.'*  proper. 

A  farther  police  regulation  on  the  subject  was  made  in  1713. 
Bv  that  measure  n  sort  of  regidarity  wa.s  intmduc^d  into  the  pro- 
cedure against  courtesans  and  lewd  women.  They  wen-  deJinitely 
divided  into  two  classes :  women  who  led  dissolute  lives  without 
being  precisely  prostitutes,  and  prostitutes  proper.  The  police 
were  authorized  to  interfere  against  both  on  complaint  of  any  per- 
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8on  who  charged  them  with  outraging  public  decency.  In  the 
case  of  proatitutea  the  proceeding  was  summar)'.  The  culprit  was 
summoned,  condemned  on  slight  evidence,  and  sentenced  either  to 
exile,  imprisonment,  or,  more  rarely,  to  a  whipping  or  the  loss  of 
her  hair.  With  regard  to  dissolute  women  who  were  not  regular 
prostitutes,  the  authorities  proceeded  more  cautiously.  '  Thev  were 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  other  accused  persons,  sentences 
rendered  against  them  being  subject  to  appeal ;  and,  when  found 
guilty,  the  penalty  inflicted  was  usually  a  fine.  Occasionally,  the 
houses  where  they  had  carried  on  their  calling  were  closed,  the 
fumit)ire  was  thrown  out  of  the  window,  and  a  crier  proclaimed 
their  disgrace  throughout  the  city. 

Monsieur  Pan-nt-Duchatelet,  who  had  the  patience  to  read  all 
the  records  of  proceedings  against  prostitutes  in  the  city  of  Paris 
from  1724  to  1788,  iu/er^  the  law  fruiu  these  instane4\s  of  its  appli- 
cation, and  concludes :  (1.)  That,  not  withstanding  the  ordinance  of 
1560,  brothels  were  licensed  by  the  police.  (2.)  That  prostitutes 
were  never  troubled  except  on  complaint  of  a  responsible  person. 
(3.)  That  brothels  were  disordt.Tly ;  that  riots,  rows,  and  murders 
not  unfrequently  occurred  within  their  walls  or  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. (4.)  That  the  punishment  was  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  magistrate.  (5.)  That  the  penalties  inflicted  were  lighter  to- 
ward the  close  of  the  period  examined.  (6.)  That  certain  streets 
in  Paris  were  wholly  occupied  by  prostitutes.' 

Probably  with  a  view  to  enlarge  the  discretion  of  the  m.'igia- 
trates,  a  new  ordinance  was  pas-sed  in  1778,  renewing,  in  peremp- 
tory language,  the  prohibitive  provisions  of  the  enactmeiu  of 
\n6U.  This  ordinance,  which  bears  the  name,  and  probably  em- 
anated from  the  office  of  Lenoir,  the  police  magistrate,  declares 
that  no  public  woman  shall  hereafter  try  to  catch  {raccroc/ier)  men 
on  the  wharves  or  boulevard.**,  or  in  the  streets  or  squares  of 
Paris,  under  penalty  of  being  shaved,  whipjwd,  and  imprisoned ; 
that  no  householder  shall  let  his  house,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
prostitutes,  under  penalty  of  five,  hundred  francs  fine,  and  that 
boarding-house  keepers  shall  allow  no  men  and  women  to  sleep 
together  without  .seeing  their  marrisige  contract. 

The  moat  curious  featun-  in  connection  with  this  ordinance  wxs 
the  fact  that  it  was  not  intended  or  held  to  interfere  with  estab- 
lished brothels,  which  the  government  continued  to  license  as  be- 
fore. It  was  intruded  to  affect  private  prostitutes  only.  We 
'  Parent-Dueh&telet,  Dc  U  PrcMticutioo  d«iw  la  Viltt^  de  Parii,  U.  473. 
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muy  judjre  of  its  success  from  the  general  statement  that,  soct 
aftiT  \v>  passage,  the  strcet-s  and  !<quares!  were  thronged  with  pros- 
tiiutes.  No  woman  or  niixlest  person  eould  vvali<  the  garden  of 
the  Tuik'riee  at  uight.  Lewd  women  showed  themselves  at  their 
windows  in  a  state  of  [mdity,  and  shocked  public  decency  still 
more  glaringly  by  their  postures  in  the  streets.  It  was,  in  fact, 
so  complete  a  fiiilure,  that  two  years  after  its  establishment  it  was 
practically  rejx'aled  by  a  new  jwliee  regulation. 

In  ITtil,  the  whole  body  of  the  legislation  of  the  monarchy  was 
abolished,  and  in  its  stead  the  rejmblican  Legislature  enacted  a 
code  which  was  the  only  law  in  force  in  France.  That  cotle  mak- 
ing no  reference  to  prostitution,  it  wtus  inferred  by  lawyers  that 
women  had  a  natural  right  to  prostitute  their  bodies  if  they  chost^ 
and  accordingly  the;  trnflic  beciime  open  and  free.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  wjis  a  tremendous  development  of  the  vice.  Pros- 
titutes establishe<l  themselves  in  every  street,  and  monopolized 
every  public  jilace.  Paris  became  scarcely  habitable  foi'  mo<lest 
women.  An  outcry  against  this  monstrous  state  of  things  reach- 
ed the  E.vecutive  Directory  in  1796,  iiiid  that  body  sent  a  measage 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  begging  them  to  legislate  on  the 
subject.  The  message  was  clear  and  able,  calling  upon  the  coun- 
cil to  define  ''  prostitute-,"  and  suggesting  that  "  reiterated  oflFenses 
legally  proved,  public  notoriety,  or  arrest  in  the  act,"  appeared  to 
constitute  proof  of  prostitution.  It  seemed  to  cjill  for  penalties, 
in  the  shape  of  imprisonment,  on  women  exercising  this  calling. 
But  neither  this  suggestion,  nor  a  subsequent  project  of  the  same 
character  was  ever  cjirried  into  eifcct.  Napoleon  swept  the  Palais 
Royal  of  the  prostitutes  who  had  made  it  their  head-quarters,  and 
broke  up  some  of  the  greatest  brothels  by  harassing  their  inmates 
in  various  ways,  but  he  made  no  law  on  the  subject. 

In  1811,  M.  Pasquier,  Prefect  of  Police,  drafted  a  bill  for  the 
regulation  i if  prostitutes,  but  it  never  went  into  effect,  and  the  im- 
perial ordinance  drawn  by  the  prefect  has  been  lost.  Five  years 
later,  M.  Anglis,  Prefect  of  Police  under  Louis  XVIIL,  attempted 
the  same  thing  with  no  better  .nuccess,  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown  seeming  to  have  supposed  that  the  general  provisions  of 
the  articles  of  the  code  on  public  decency  and  "outrages  upon 
public  morality"  covered  the  particular  case  of  prostitution.  The 
last  cftbrts  that  were  made  in  France  to  obtain  a  law  for  the  regu- 
lation of  prostitution  were  in  ISlfl  and  1822,  when  the  ministry 
.seriously  thought  of  .settling  the  whole  matter  by  a  royal  declara 
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roiiJi  lives.  She  might  not  be  able  to  cheek  the  moustrous  prac- 
tices of  the  Duke  of  Orleans;  but  much  of  the  looseness  of  the 
court  .she  coiild,  and  really  ditl  bring  to  an  end.  Her  royal  lover, 
who  at  lirst  piqued  himself  uixm  rising  as  far  above  obligations 
of  fidelity  to  his  mistresses  as  he  considered  himself  suj^verinr  to 
polilicft!  oblijiations  to  his  people,  resigned  himself  to  the  spiritual 
direction  of  the  inarquisi',  and  allowed  old  age  to  assert  its  rights 
in  condemning  him  to  virtue.  All  things  considered,  the  last 
twenty  years  of  Louis  XIV.'s  reign  was  perhaps  the  most  moral 
in  the  whole  history  of  the  monarchy. 

This  is  well  illu.strated  in  the  hi.storv  of  the  literature  of  the 
day.  The  leading  philosophers,  writers,  and  poets  of  the  age  of 
Louis  XIV.  forbore  to  shock  deceaey,  and  iiuiy  be  read  t<j-day  lu 
safely  as  any  modern  work.  Preachers — Bossuct,  Massillon,  lir)ur- 
dalotie — exercised  a  potent  influence  over  the  tone , of  letters  and 
society.  Corneille,  Riicine,  and  tlioir  contemporaries  provided  the 
stage  with  a  repertory  that  cotild  never  bring  a  blush  to  the  cheek. 
Even  Molitire,  who  did  occiusioually  let  slip  a  joke  of  questionable 
propriety,  for  the  pit's  sake,  seems  a  daring  innovator  when  he  is 
•contrasted  with  his  predecessors.  Decency  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the 
most  striking  characteristics  of  the  literature  of  the  age. 

We  may  also  date  from  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  the  final  e.\- 
tinction  of  many  of  the  old  feudal  rights  which  were  at  war  with 
morality.  Horrible  as  it  may  seem,  there  were  parts  of  France 
where  the  custom  allowed  the  seigneur  to  debauch  the  daughter 
of  his  vassal  without  obstacle  or  penalty.  In  some  provinces  it  is 
said  to  have  been  customary  for  the  seigneur  to  enjoy  the  first 
night  of  every  girl  married  within  his  manor.  In  others,  the  pe- 
culiar authority  of  the  seigneur  over  the  serfs  who  were  attached 
to  the  glebe  was  held  to  endow  him  with  the  right  of  using  the 
bodies  of  their  wives  and  daughters  iis  he  saw  fit.  No  written 
custom  justilied  these  monstrous  ]irivileges,  but  frequent  allusions 
to  them  in  the  old  French  writers  show  that  in  certain  parts  they 
were  sanctioned  by  usage.  Louis  XIV.  made  it  his  especial  busi- 
ness to  break  down  the  privileges  of  the  nobility,  and  it  was  no 
doubt  to  the  general  police  regulatioas  he  made  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom  at  lai^e  that  the  extinction  of  these  rights 
was  mainly  due. 

With  the  Regency  the  scene  changes.  The  Duke  of  f  )rle.«.ns 
bad  long  been  one  of  the  most  depraved  n>en  in  France.    So  long 

lionis  XIV.  lived  he  liad  perforce  ob.served  a  certain  outward 
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court  an  air  of  polished  sensuality,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  mustl 
have  been  at  Iciist  equally  prejudicijil  to  gooil  uiofsils. 

Louis  XIV.  iinbibt'd  tlie  spirit  of  tin-  ;igt.'  iluriitg  his  minority. ' 
Koyul  mistresses  hud  become  a  iveognized  in.stilutiou,  fatheis  and 
husbands  rather  courting  than  dreading  dislionor  at  the  hands  of 
thi'  king.  After  having  dispena-d  his  favors  with  some  impar- 
tiality among  the  ladies  of  the  court,  he  discovered,  apparently  to 
his  surprise,  that  one  of  them,  a  charming  girl,  named  Limise  de  la 
Vallii'^re,  n'ally  loved  him.  The  only  person  who  shnw'ed  much 
annoyance  at  the  warmth  with  which  the  king  entered  upon  this 
new  liaison  was  the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  Flenrietta  of  England, 
the  king's  sistev-in-iaw,  who  seems  to  have  expected  thnt  she 
would  be  the  fortunate  recipient  of  whatever  crumbs  might  fall 
fpjm  the  royal  table.  She  was  unable,  however,  to  divert  Louis 
from  his  purpo.sc  ;  La  Valli^re  became  his  mistress,  and  bore  him 
two  children.  When  he  grew  tired  of  her,  as  he  did  soon  after 
the  birth  of  her  second  child,  she  retired  into  a  convent,  and  ex- 
piated her  fault  by  thirty  years'  aiustere  penitence.  ' 

The  king  then  turned  his  attention  to  a  lady  of  noble  rank,  the 
wife  of  the  Marquis  uf  Montespan,  and  in  a  business  manner  ex- 
iled the  marquis  to  his  estate,  and  lived  with  his  wife.  A  woman 
otherwise  virtuous,  proud,  and  queenly,  she  Uved  with  the  king 
for  fourteen  years,  and  bore  him  eight  children.  These  children 
were  openly  legitimated  liy  Loui.«,  and  were  married  by  him  to 
members  of  the  royal  fiunily.  He  even  contempilated  securing  th« 
throne  to  them,  though  they  were  thus  doubly  adulteri^?. 

The  liist  mistress  of  Louis  XIV.  was  the  famous  Madame  dej 
Mnintenon,  the  widow  of  the  poet  Scarron;  a  person  of  remark- 1 
able  abilities,  and  okl  enough  to  have  recovered  from  the  passions 
which  were  said  to  have  disturbed  her  youth.     She  was  intro- 
duced to  the  king  as  the  govenicsa  of  his  illegitimate  children,  and 
by  her  arts  contrived  not  only  to  wean  the  king's  heart  from  his 
mistres-s,  but  even  to  alienate  tlie  children  from  their  mother. 
For  thirty-five  years  she  wielded  supreme  control  over  Louis's 
mind ;  and  whatever  may  be  .s;ud  of  her  early  life,  and  however 
harsh  a  judgment  must  be  formed  of  lier  political  measures,  it  I 
must  be  allowed  that,  in  general,  her  influence  was  exercised  forj 
the  go<->d  of  religion  and  morality.     Under  her  direction  the  court 
b<^cimie  p<^)sitively  devout.     Intrigues  wen'  concealed,  not  ostenta- 
tiou.sly  paraded  before  the  public  eye;  and  the  ladies  by  whom 
pbe  was  surroundid  were  obliged  to  lead  at  lea.st  outwnrdlv  deco- 
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rous  lives.  She  might  not  liv  ablf  to  clii'trk  the  monstrous  prac- 
tices of  the  Duke  of  (Jrh-uns;  but  mueh  of  the  looseness  of  the 
court  she  ct)uid,  and  really  did  bring  to  an  end.  Her  royal  lover, 
who  at  first  piqued  himself  upon  rising  as  far  above  obligations 
of  tidelity  to  his  inistres.se.s  as  he  considered  himself  su]>erior  to 
political  obligations  to  his  people,  resigned  himself  to  the  spiritual 
direction  of  the  marquise,  and  allowerl  old  age  to  assert  its  rights 
in  condemning  him  to  virtue.  All  things  considered,  the  last 
twenty  years  of  Louis  XIV.'s  reign  was  perhaps  the  most  moral 
in  the  whole  hi.story  of  the  mouarchy. 

This  is  well  illustrated  in  the  history  of  the  literature  of  the 
day.  The  leading  philosophers,  writers,  and  jxiets  of  the  age  of 
Louis  XIV.  forbore  10  shock  decency,  and  nuiy  be  read  to-dav  as 
safely  as  any  modern  work.  Preachers — Bossuet,  Massilion.  Bour- 
daloue — exercised  a  potent  influence  over  the  tone  of  letters  and 
society.  Corneille,  Riiciue,  and  their  contemporaries  provided  the 
stage  with  a  repertory  thiit  could  never  bring  a  Vjlush  to  the  cheek. 
Even  Molifere,  who  did  occasionally  let  slip  a  joke  of  questionable 
propriety,  for  the  pit's  sake,  seems  a  daring  innovator  when  he  is 
contrasted  with  his  predecessors.  Decency  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the 
most  striking  characteristics  of  the  literature  of  the  age. 

We  may  also  date  from  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  the  final  ex- 
tinetum  of  nmuy  of  the  old  feudal  rights  which  were  at  war  with 
morality.  Horrible  as  it  may  seem,  there  were  parts  of  France 
where  the  oistom  allowed  the  seigneur  to  debauch  the  daughter 
of  his  vassal  without  ol)sUiclc  or  penalty.  In  some  provinces  it  is 
said  to  have  been  customary  for  the  seigneur  to  enjoy  the  first 
night  of  every  girl  married  within  his  manor.  In  others,  the  pe- 
culiar authority  of  the  seigneur  over  the  serfs  who  were  attjjched 
to  the  glebe  was  held  to  endow  him  with  the  right  of  using  the 
bodies  of  their  wives  and  daughters  as  he  .saw  fit.  No  written 
custi^m  justified  these  mon.stroiis  privileges,  but  frequent  allusions 
to  them  in  the  old  French  writers  show  that  in  certain  parts  they 
were  sanctioned  by  usage.  Louis  XIV.  made  it  his  especial  busi- 
ness to  break  down  the  privileges  of  the  nobility,  and  it  was  no 
doubt  to  the  general  police  regulations  be  made  for  the  goveni- 
raent  of  the  kingdom  at  large  that  the  extinctiiH)  of  these  rights 
waa  mainly  due. 

With  the  Regency  the  scene  changes.  The  Duke  of  (Jrle.ms 
had  long  been  one  of  the  most  <lepraveil  men  in  France.  So  long 
88  Louis  XIV.  lived  he  luid  perforce  observed  a  certain  outward 
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tierorum  ;  but  the  death  of  the  monarch,  and  the  duko's  high- 
hiinded  si-izure  uJ' the  regency,  enabled  him  to  give  free  scope  to. 
Lis  piojwnsities.     He  resided  in  the  Pahiis  Royal,  and  gave  sup-l 
pers  there  idinust  every  evening  to  ii  select  circle  of  rou^s  and  fast 
women,  junoiig  whom  Muduiue  de  Parabi^re  long  held  the  place  of 
honor.     The  company  not  unfrequently  varied  the  entertainment 
by  the  perlbrinHiice  of  charades  and  t^ibleaux,  among  wliich  the 
judgment  of  Paris  was  a  favorite  of  the  regent     The  conversa- 
tion of  the  guests  was  so  gross  sis  lo  shuck  all  but  the  initiated,] 
and  when  they  separated  they  were  generally  all  intoxicated.' 

The  most  startling  and  horrible  teature  of  these  entertainmrnta 
was  the  fact  that  the  regent's  daughter,  the  Duchess  of  Bern,  was 
almost  always  present.     Iler  life  was  u  romance.     Married  while 
a  child  to  thi'  Due  de  Berri,  by  her  piissionate  temper  and  her  lev- , 
ities  she  was  the  bane  of  her  husband's  life.     She  embraced  the! 
infidel  and  licentious  doctrines  of  ttie  age  in  company  with  her  fii 
ther,  and  the  pair  were  .so  fond  ol'each  other  that  the  most  horri- 
ble suspicions  began  to  gain  ground.     They  were  dispelled  for  a 
time  by  the  discovery  of  an  intrigue  between  the  duchess  and  her 
chiunberlain,  which  so  provoked  the  duke  that  he  seized  his  wife 
by  the  hair  and  beat  her.     On  his  death,  which  occnnvd  soon  afl-      g 
erward,  she  gave  the  reins  to  her  passion,  and  set  an  example  of  ^H 
scandal.    At  the  Luxembourg,  where  she  had  apartments,  she  ex-  ^^ 
hibited  the  state  of  a  queen,  and  lover  succeeded  lover  with  start- 
ling rapidity.     At  last  she  .seems  to  have  fallen  in  love  with  an 
officer  of  her  guards,  named  Riom,  whose  only  merit  was  youth. 
Hi'  subdtied  her.    She  became  as  docile  and  submissive  to  him  as 
she  had  been  intractable  and  haughty  with  her  former  lovers,  and 
all  Paris  was  talking  of  the  tran.sformation.     After  alxnit  a  year 
of  this  liaison,  she  gave  birth  to  a  child.     During  thf  pains  of 
childbirth  she  was  not  expected  to  live,  and  the  curate  of  St.  Sul- 
piee  wjus  .sent  for  in  all  haste  to  administer  the  extreme  unetion. 
The  ecclesiastic  happened  to  be  a  rigid  ohampu)n  of  mcirality,  and 
hf-  refused  io  administer  the  rite  till  Riom  had  been  dismiaaed 
from  the  Luxembourg.     The  duchess  would  not  consent  to  part 
with  her  lover,  and  for  many  houre  this  .strange  eontlict  went  on 
by  the  bedside  of  the  failing  woman.     The  curate  was  obstinate, 
however,  and  no  sacrament  was  administered;  but  the  duchess, 
rei'overing,  the  regent  used  his  authority,  and  .sent  Riom  to  join' 

See  Taylor'B  House  of  Orleans,  vol.  i.  and  Memoires  de  la  Dnchesse  d'Orleaidi, 
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his  regiment.  It  killed  his  daughter.  She  invited  her  father  to 
sup  with  her,  and  u.sed  ali  her  t'loc[uence  to  persuade  him  t'>  let 
her  marry  Riom  ;  but  the  regent  reiiiiiining  firm,  she  witLdri'w  to 
her  chamber,  took  to  her  bed,  and  died  two  days  al'terward. 

In  alluding  to  the  regent's  mistresses,  u  word  should  be  said  of 
the  fiunous  Claudine  du  Tenciti,  whose  adventures  shed  a  flood 
of  light  on  the  morals  of  the  day.  She  was  a  pretty  girl,  of  re- 
spectable, if  not  noble  family,  living  in  a  distant  province.  To 
escape  from  a  marriage  that  was  forced  on  her,  she  took  refuge  in 
a  convent.  Instead,  however,  uf  suiting  her  habits  to  Iht  place 
of  residence,  .she  contrived  to  alter  the  mode  of  life  at  the  convent 
ao  as  to  meet  her  desires,  and  it  became  famous  for  the  gayety  of 
its  .social  entertainments  and  the  liveliness  of  its  inmates.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  were  allowed  to  share  its  hospitality  was  the 
poet  Destouches.  He  was  smitten  with  the  pretty  Claudine,  who 
acknowledged  the  charm  of  his  accomjilishments,  and,  after  a  few 
mouths'  intimacy,  gave  birth  to  a  male  child,  who  became  the 
mathematician  and  philosopher  D'Aleinbort. 

Claudine  had  a  brother,  an  abbe,  a  man  of  considerable  cunning, 
and  no  principle  whatever.  He  persuaded  his  sister  to  go  to  Paris 
and  seek  her  foitune.  He  obtiiinerl  an  introduction  for  her  to  the 
regent,  and  Claudine  contrived  t<.»  produce  such  an  impression  that 
she  was  soon  installed  as  titular  mistress.  This  did  not  last  long, 
however.  One  d;iy,  venturing  to  remonstrate  with  the  regent  on 
his  loose  mode  of  life,  his  habitual  drunkenness,  etc.,  her  lover  lost 
patience  with  her,  and  suddenly  summoned  a  crowtl  of  hia  court- 
iers from  the  ante-chamix^r  to  witness  the  deshabille  ami  listen  to 
the  Sermons  of  madainc.  In  revenge,  Claudiiie  rushed  out  and 
became  the  mistress  of  the  jjrime  minister,  Cartlinal  Dulx))s.  Her 
brother,  the  abbe,  got  a  bishopric  fur  bis  share  in  the  tninsaction. 

At  the  death  of  Dubois,  Mmlanie  (hi  Tenein  gave  him  as  suc- 
cessor the  Duke  of  Richelieu,  the  most  famous  hidy-killcr  of  the 
court.  But  siie  was  growing  old,  and  ambition  had  more  attrac- 
tions for  her  than  love.  She  became  an  authoress,  wrote  religious 
works  and  novels,  patronized  letters,  and  brought  out  Montes- 
quieu's Spirit  of  Laws.  Her  salons  became  the  most  fa.shionable 
in  Paris.  It  was  not  a  little  singular  that  she  sliould  have  been 
the  head  of  one  Hterary  clique,  and  her  son,  D' Alembert,  the  chief 
of  another — neither  positively  jealous  of  the  other,  yet  living  on 
terms  of  cold  reserve. 

Louis  XV.  trod  in  the  steps  of  his  great-grandfather  and  the 
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regent     Hia  amoui-s  attracted  no  attention,  being  evanescent  and 
trifling,  till  he  quarreled  with  the  queen,  and  bestowed  the  title 
')f  mistress  on  the  Countess  of  Mailly.    This  lady  had  litur  sisters, 
ihree  of  whom  bad  reached  wornanhuotl.     They  were  jealous  of 
Their  sister's  success,  and  solicited  a  share  of  the  roval  favor.    The 
monarch  graciously  granted  their  prayer,  and  admitted  all  four 
into  an  iussociale  liaison.     He  w:ls  much  hurt  when  the  fifth,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  declined  an  interest  in  this  delectable  [iiirtnfrshi|i, 
Falling  ill  soon  afterward,  he  jUlowed  his  confessor  !<•  frighten 
liim  into  parting  with  the  sist*^rs,  and  when  be  got  well  replaced 
ihem  by  the  wife  of  the  siibfarnier  of  the  tinanees,  Madame  le 
Xormnnd  d'Etoiles.     He  created  her  Marquise  de  Pompadour,  and 
compelled  the  court  to  recognize  her.     Happily  for  him,  she  was 
a  person  of  moderate  taste  and  habits.    She  patronized  letters,  was  ^J 
the  friend  of  Voltaire,  and  seems  to  have  employed  her  influence  ^M 
over  the  king  for  hia  advantage  and  that  of  the  public.     It  is  re- 
corded,  as  an  instance  of  the  heartlessness  of  the  king,  that  when  ^J 
she  tlied  he  stood  at  a  windtjw  to  watch  her  funeral  pass,  and  no-  ^M 
tieing  tliat  it  was  a  rainy  day,  ol)serve»l,  with  a  smile,  "that  the 
marquise  had  bad  weather  for  her  long  journey."  ^^ 

Her  successor  was  Madame  Dtd^arry,  a  common  prostitute,  fish-  ^M 
ed  out  of  the  Paris  stews  in  consequence  of  her  skill  in  debauch- 
cry.  Her  real  name  was  Vanl)eniier;  but,  in  onler  to  present  her 
at  court,  a  nobleman  of  the  name  of  Dnbarry  was  pt-rsuaded  to 
marry  her.  It  was  uiidrr  her  n'ign  that  the  Puiv  qhx  Cerfs  (in 
which  Ma<hime  de  Pompadour  waa  said  to  have  liad  a  hand),  reach- 
ed its  highest  point  of  celebrity  and  eelat.  This  was  a  royal  se- 
raglio filled  with  the  most  beautiful  girls  tiial  could  be  bought  or 
stolen.  The  monstrous  old  debauchee  who  tilled  the  throne  of 
Fnince  had  a  weakness  for  very  young  girls,  lifteen  being  the  age 
at  which  he  preierred  his  mistresses.  Under  the  skillful  directions 
of  Dnliarry,  a  host  of  pimps  and  purveyors  searched  France  for 
young  girls  to  suit  the  king's  fancy.  Where  negotiations  could 
not  l>e  effected,  the  pn-rogative  was  .stn-tcbed,  and  the  police  au- 
thorities judiciou.>*ly  blinded ;  but  we  are  led  to  Ix'lieve  that  it 
was  sehloin  neefs.sary  to  tv.sort  to  these  violent  measures,  and 
that  French  fathers  of  that  day  Sfldom  tnade  diffieulties  except 
about  the  .sum  to  bcr  paid.  That  the  king  was  liberal  may  be  in- 
ferred fniin  the  sum  which  this  seraglio  cost  him — not  less  than 
one  hundred  millions  of  francs.  It  was  a  large,  handsomely  fur- 
nished building  at  Versailles,  giving  every  woman  her  separate 
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There  was  one  branch  of  society  in  which  morality  had  niade 
great  progress  during  the  century :  that  was  the  Church.  It  still 
contaiiieii  cardiiuils  like  Dubois,  and  bishops  and  abbes  like  Du 
Tenciii,  but  the  vast  body  of  the  euuiittv  clergy  led  pure  moral 
lives.  This  point  is  placed  beyond  a  doubt  by  the  silence  of  the 
parties  f)ppased  t<>  the  hierarchy  when  the  Revolution  broke  out, 
and  thev  were  so  <lisposed  to  assail  the  priesthood  on  every  vul- 
nerable point.  It  may  be  broadly  stated  that  the  vices  which  had 
infected  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  during  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury had  disappeared  by  the  eighteenth ;  desjiiti-  the  law  uf  celi- 
bacy, the  country  curates  were,  as  a  rule,  moral,  austere,  virtu- 
ous men. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

FRANCE. — SYPHILia 

First  rerorded  Aiiiionrnnrp  in  Kiir<i|K'. — l)i's<Ti|itioii  hv  Frncastor. — Conduct  of  th* 
Faoulty. — First  Hospitals  in  i'ltris. — Shockinf;  Condition  of  the  Sick. — Ni'w  .Syph- 
ilitic Huspitnl. — Plnn  of  Treatment. — Establishment  of  the  Salpotri^re. — Bicetre. 
— C»piichin», — H(>K]iitttt  dii  Midi. — Reforms  there. — Visiting  Physicians. — I>is- 
pensary. — Stati-stio.  of  Diot>a«c. — Progress  and  Condition  of  Disease. 

It  properly  belongs  to  this  chaptt^r  to  allude  to  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  diseases  termed  syphilitic. 

Whether  they  were  of  ancient  date — whether  the  "shameful 
diseases"  which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  chapter  devoted  to 
prostitution  at  Rome  were  the  same  its  the  modem  syphilis — may 
be  decided  by  the  reader.  It  will  sufliue  here  to  say  that,  through- 
out the  Middle  Ages,  a  species  of  disease,  termed  sometimes  lep- 
rosy, sometimes  pudeinhtgro,  appears  to  have  prevailed  in  France 
as  in  other  Eurojwan  countries,  and  to  have  chosen  for  its  chief 
seat  the  organs  of  generation.  It  was  not,  howevt^r,  till  the  close 
of  the  fifteenth  century  that  public  attention  began  to  be  general- 
ly directed  to  the  subject  of  -sextial  disease. 

We  shall  briefly  enumerate  the  earliest  notices  of  its  appear- 
ance. When  Charles  VTIJ.  entered  Naples  in  1495,  he  found 
the  city  suffering  from  a  plague  (syphilis)  to  which  the  prejudice 
of  the  natives  gave  the  name  of  "  French  malady."  Italy,  said 
the  writers  of  the  day,  was  attjicked  simultaneously  by  the  Fr.-nch 
army  and  this  new  disease."  Most  of  the  Itadiaii  writers  accuse 
■  Nicolas  Leoniceno,  De  Morho  Gallico,  and  othen. 
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XV.,  the  old  prostitution  oi'  literature  was  revived.     Thus  w»^  i 
that  the  most  successful  authui-s  of  the  day,  such  as  Voltaire,  Luiid- 
led  themes  grossly  immoral  in  themselves,  and  rendered  still  more  ^M 
otteiisive  by  their  inmle  uf  treatment.     The  most  popular  novel  of  ^^ 
the  eighteenth  century — Mauoii  Lescaiit — the  work,  by  the  way, 
of  au  abbe,  is  the  nairative  of  the  adventures  ol"  a  prostitute.     Of  ^M 
all  the  romauee  wnters  of  tLat  sige,  uo  one  wa.s  more  widely  pop- 
ular or  more  generally    read   than   Crtbillon  Jik,  whose  work.x 
would  almost  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  police  at  the  pre.sent  time.  ^| 
Diderot,  Mirabt^u,  Monti'«iuieu,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  all  the' 
ninst  eminent  men  of  Kraiice.  prostituted  their  genius  to  the  com- 
position of  erotic  works  which  were  widely  read  by  women  as  ^M 
well  a.s  ini'ii.     Of  the  light  |>oetrv  ni'thi*  eighteenth  century  verv 
little  is  fit  for  modern  reading,  the  poets  being,  as  a  general  rule, 
either  dull  or  depraved.    Nor  were  the  arts  behindhand.    Frescoes 
ditK'ring  but  little  from  tho.«!e  which  had  adorned  Fontainebleau 
under  Francis  I.  again  covered  the  walls  of  rich  men's  houses: 
and  the  moat  fortunate  painters  of  the  day  were  those  who  could 
best  outrage  deei'ney  without  positively  suggesting  the  brothel. 
L*'wd  Ixtoks  and  pictures  were  iVeely  sold  in   Paris  dunng  the 
Kegeiicv,  the  reign  of  Louis  XV.,  and  the  Revolutionary  period. 
Nai>iilt.'(in  bunied  all  he  eou!d  find,  but  there  still  remained  enough 
to  8Ui>ply  the  deinand  almo.sl  ever  since. 

It  should  be  noticed  in  connection  with  the  state  of  moral.s  in 
France  during  the  second  half  of  tlu'  eighteenth  century,  that  the 
tendency  of  the  pliilosophical  dix'trines  which  were  then  current 
was  to  undermine  the  respect  paid  t<i  marriage  and  chastity.  The 
former,  being  a  saerajuent,  wjus  a.s.«ailed  as  part  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical system;  the  latter  was  eoneeived  to  be  at  war  with  the 
natural,  and,  therefore,  the  profx-r  passions  of  mankind.  Sev- 
eral of  the  ]ihilosophers  left  it  to  be  inferred  from  thi'ii'  writings, 
or  stilted  broadly,  that  jiromist-uous  intercours*',  or,  at'  all  events, 
unlimited  facilities  of  divore*,  were  the  natural  destiny  of  the  hu- 
man race,  and  that  the  restrictions  which  have  In-en  imposed  on 
sensual  gratification  had  no  warrant  in  rea-son  or  .sound  ethics. 
These  foolish  notions  brought  forth  fruits  after  their  kind.  Under  ^| 
the  Itireetory,  prostitutes  were  received  into  certain  .'societies,  and  ^^ 

ladies  of  fashion  lieeame  prostitutes.     Even  under  the  Empire  it    i 

•was  not  unusual  for  a  lady  to  request  her  husband  to  pay  her  a 
visit,  as  it  was  well,  perhajifi,  to  avoid  questions  of  legitimacy  aris- 
ing at  any  future  perio<l. 
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There  was  one  branch  of  society  in  which  morality  had  nuide 
great  progress  during  the  century  :  that  was  the  Chureh.  It  still 
contained  canUiiuls  like  Dubois,  and  bishops  and  abWs  like  Du 
Tencin,  but  the  vast  body  of  the  country  clergy  led  pure  moral 
lives.  This  p«)int  is  [lUvced  beyond  a  doubt  by  the  silence  of  the 
parties  opposed  to  the  hierarchy  when  the  Revolution  broke  out, 
and  thev  were  so  disposed  to  assail  the  [)riesthoo<i  on  ever^'  vul- 
nerable point  It  may  be  broadly  stated  that  the  vices  which  had 
infected  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  during  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury had  disappeared  by  the  eighteenth ;  desjiite  the  law  of  celi- 
bacy, the  country  curates  were,  as  &  rule,  moral,  austere,  virtu- 
ous men. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

PRANCE. — SYPHILIS. 

First  recorded  Aiiiiearanrc  in  Eiir"!*'- — n'"^iriiitiiiii  hv  FrnciLstor. — Conduct  of  th* 
Fwiilt}'. — First  Honpitals  in  Paris. — Shorkinp  Condition  of  the  Sick. — New  Syph- 
ilitic Hwiiila]. — I'Inn  of  Trtatment — Establishment  of  the  SalpetriSrc. — Bicrtre. 
—Capuchins. — Hospital  du  Midi, — BcforTOB  there. — Visitiof;  Physician". — Dis- 
pensary.— Sttttwtic-s  of  DiM-atic. — Progrow  and  Condition  of  DiseaM. 

It  properly  Iwlongs  to  this  chaptiT  to  allude  to  the  rise  and 
progre.ss  of  fhe  diseases  termed  syphilitic. 

Whether  they  were  of  ancient  date — whether  the  "shameful 
diseases"  which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  chapter  devoted  to 
prostitution  at  Rome  were  the  same  as  the  modem  syphilis — may 
be  decided  l)y  the  reader.  It  will  suffice  here  to  say  that,  through- 
out the  Middle  Ages,  a  species  of  disease,  termed  sometimes  lep- 
rosy, sometimes  pudendugm,  appears  to  have  prevailed  in  France 
as  in  other  European  countries,  and  to  have  eho.sen  for  its  chief 
seat  the  organs  of  generation.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  close 
of  the  fitleenth  century  that  public  attention  began  to  be  general- 
ly directed  to  the  subject  of  .sexual  disease. 

We  shall  briefly  enumerate  the  earliest  notices  of  its  appear- 
ance. When  Charles  VTTI.  entered  Naples  in  1495,  ho  found 
the  city  suffering  from  a  plague  (syphili.s)  to  which  the  prejudice 
of  the  natives  gave  the  name  of  "  French  malady."  Italy,  said 
the  writers  of  the  day,  was  attacked  simultaneously  by  the  Fn-nch 
army  and  this  new  disease.'  Most  of  tlu-  Italian  writers  accuse 
Nicolaa  Leoniceno,  Do  Morbo  Gallico,  and  others. 
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the  French  ol  its  introduction.  Benevenis,  however,  says  they 
got  it  from  the  Spauiards,  and  Guicciardiiii  candidly  admits  that 
bis  couutrymen  were  the  real  propjigators  of  the  uiahidy.  Ger- 
man physicians  hkewise  traced  its  origin  to  Naples,  and  placed  it 
about  iLf  Vfar  1493,'  iiscribing  it  to  an  untoward  planetary  con- 
junction. The  disease  appeared  at  Barcelona  in  1493,  and  in 
other  parts  of  Sjniin  in  the  following  year.^  But  sixty  years  be- 
Ibre,  in  143(1.  public  regulations  had  been  made  in  London  to  pre- 
vent the  admission  of  persons  attacked  with  a  disease  very  similar 
to  syphilis  into  houses  of  ])ro.stitutiou,  and  requiring  the  police  to 
keep  constant  watch  over  such  as  .should  show  symptoms  of  this 
injirmilas  riefandu?  The  first  authentic  allusion  to  the  di.sease  in 
France  is  the  ordinance  of  thi;  Parliament  of  Paris,  dated  1497, 
onlering  all  persons  attacked  by  the  "large  pox"  to  vacate  the 
city  wiluin  twenty-fnur  hours,  and  not  to  return  till  they  were 
cured  ;  providing  a  sort  of  hospital  for  those  who  C4jn  not  move; 
and  iijipninting  agents  to  bestow  four  suh  purisis  on  the  exiles  to 
pty  fiu-  their  journey.*  This  ordinance  alludes  to  the  disease 
having  been  prevalent  foi'  two  years. 

It  iiiiiy  therefore  be  taken  for  granted  that,  whether  sypliiUtic 
diseases  had  existed  before  or  n(jt,  they  prevailed  to  a  very  alarm- 
ing extiiit  throughout  Ku  rope  at  the  closi^  of  thi'  fifteenth  century. 

To  pii'Vi-nt  misconception,  it  may  be  as  well  to  give  the  diag- 
nostic signs  of  the  "French  malady"  as  furnished  by  Fnicastor: 
'•The  patients  were  in  low  spirit-*,  and  broken  down;  their  faces 
were  pale.  Most  of  tlieni  hail  elianeres  upon  the  organs  of  gener- 
ation. These  chancres  were  obstinate ;  when  cured  in  one  place 
they  rea]ipeared  in  another,  and  the  w(jrk  was  never  ended.  Pus- 
tules with  a  hard  surface  appearcil  up<jn  the  skin,  generally  on  the 
head  first.  On  first  appearing  they  were  small,  but  gradually  in- 
ereitsed  to  the  size  of  an  acorTi,  which  they  rt'sembled  in  shape. 
In  some  etuses  they  were  dry,  in  others  humid;  some  were  livid, 
Others  white  and  pale,  others  again  hard  and  reddish.  They  burst 
after  a  few  days,  and  discharged  an  incredible  quantity  of  vile 
fetid  humor.  When  they  began  to  suppurate  they  became  true 
phiig<Miaenic  ulcers,  consuming  l>oth  flesh  and  bone.  When  they 
attacked  the  upper  part  of  the  body  they  gave  rise  to  malign 
fluxions,  which  gnawed  away  the  palate,  or  the  windpipe,  or  the 


'   inrich  Ar  Hutton,  I>e  Morbi  Gallici  curatione. 
'  Roderic  Diiw,  Contra  la«  Ruba«.  *  W.  Bu 

*  Becistnvs  du  Harlement  de  I'wiit,  U97. 
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throat,  or  the  tonsils.  Some  patii-nui  loat  their  lips,  others  the 
noae,  others  the  eyes,  others  the  whole  organs  of  generation. 
Manv  were  troubled  with  moist  lumoi's  on  the  limbs,  which  grew 
as  large  as  eggs  or  small  loaves.  When  they  buret,  a  while  and 
mucilaginous  liquor  exuded  from  them.  They  were  usually  found 
on  thi-  k'j.'s  and  arms.  Some  were  ulcerated,  others  again  remain- 
ed callous  to  the  last.  Antl,  its  if  this  was  not  enough,  the  patients 
suffered  terrible  pjiins,  es|)eciaUy  at  night,  not  only  in  the  articu- 
lations, but  in  the  limbs  and  nervea  Some  sufferers,  however, 
had  pustules  without  pains,  others  pains  without  pustules;  but, 
iu  most  cases,  both  occurred  together.  The  patients  were  languid, 
had  no  appetite,  desired  to  remain  constantly  in  bed.  The  face 
and  legs  .swelled.  Some  had  ii  sliglit  fever,  but  this  was  rare; 
others  had  severe  headaches  for  which  no  remedy  could  be  found."^ 
At  first,  it  seems,  the  faculty,  strangely  misapprehending  its 
duti.'s,  refused  to  treat  patients  assiiiled  by  this  new  plague.  As 
at  Rome,  they  were  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  quacks,  barbers, 
i.nd  old  women.  About  the  bcf/iuniug  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
uowi'ver,  the  extent  of  the  rnisehief  provoked  sympathy  from  the 
physician.s,  and  one  or  two  treatises  ap|)eared  on  the  subject.  Su- 
dorities  seem  to  have  been  the  chief  ii^ent  employed.  Liirge  use 
wiis  maile  of  holy  wo<id  (the  wood  of  the  lignum- vit;e-tree),  which 
was  imported  from  America  for  the  purpose.  It  was  doses  of 
holy  wo<h1,  in  decoction,  which  are  said  to  have  saved  the  life  of 
the  great  Erasinu.s. 

After  the  passage  of  the  law  of  1497,  a  house  in  the  Faubourg  St 
Germain  was  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  the  victims  of  8V{>h- 
ilis;  but  there  is  no  rea.sun  to  believe  that  any  attempt  was  made 
to  treat  them  there.  They  were  left  to  die,  or  to  quack  themselvea. 
Eighteen  yeara  after,  in  1.505,  the  bouse  in  question  Vteing  too 
small  for  the  numliers  of  the  jsick,  and  it  being  clearly  shown  that 
syphilis  was  not  contagious  except  by  sexual  intercourse  or  posi- 
tive peculiar  cDutact  with  the  pej-son  iifilieted,  a  new  decree  of  Par- 
liament apprtipriat(.'d  funds  for  the  construction  of  "a  hospital  for 
jjersons  attacked  by  the  large  pox  {les  grunth  t)w<M«),"  and  direct- 
<'d  that  iliey  should  be  properly  cared  for.^  This  decree  was  never 
ciuried  nito  effect.  Thirty  years  afterwanl  the  condition  of  the 
sick  was  far  worse  than  it  had  ever  been,  they  being  left  to  die  in 
the  street.s.  A  new  dwree,  in  LoSo,  appoint^'d  commissioners  to 
cluxise  a  lix'ality  fiir  u  hospital;  and,  ni>lwith.stiuiding  s<)me  opjx>- 
'  .lemmr  Fracastor,  Dc  Morb.  r(intn«.  Kf(ri-trc»  ilii  Parlement  do  Paris,  IJ50S. 
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sitiou  Friun  the  religions  (mthoritics,  they  performed  their  i 
A  siriiill  hospital  waa  appropriated  to  syphilitic  patients,  and  per- 
sons sutfi-ring  from  itch,  epilepsy,  and  St.  Vitus's  dance.  Ii  was 
soon  lillcd,  and  several  patient.'^  were  thnwl  into  the  same  bed. 
Owing  to  misrnaniigeineiit  on  the  part  of  the  diivctors,  it  wa.<  short 
of  linen,  lint,  and  medicine.  The  Parliament  interfered,  but  with- 
out success;  and,  in  despair,  tljc  iinfortniiatc  suflFerers  contrived  to 
eflFect  an  entrance  into  the  hospital  general,  the  Hotel  Dieu.  They 
were  soon  admitted  on  the  same  tenns  as  other  sufferers;  but,  as 
the  establishment  was  far  too  small  to  accommodate  all  wlio  sought 
refuge  there,  they  were  thrust  four  and  live  together  into  the  same 
bed,  and  persons  with  s>'philitic  diseases  lay  by  the  side  of  men  in 
contagious  fevers,  and  others  with  broken  legs  and  arms. 

The  Parliament  interferetl  a  .second  time.  The  municipal  offi- 
cers of  Paris  were  assembled,  and  called  upon  to  provide  a  liospi- 
ta!  for  venereal  eases ;  but  for  many  years  the  strenuous  opposi- 
tion of  the  Hotel  Dieu  neutralized  all  the  etlbrts  that  w^ere  made. 
It  was  not  till  1614  that  the  project  of  the  Parliament  was  real- 
ized, and  a  s\q}hilitic  liospital  actually  opened. 

Up  to  this  time,  that  is  to  say,  for  a  period  oj'a  century  and  a 
quarter,  persons  attacked  by  venereal  diseas«'  were  left  to  the  care 
of  Providence.  Males  could,  with  some  exertion,  occasionally  ob- 
tain admission  to  the  IIot<"l  Dieu,  where  they  oft^-n  contracted  new 
diseases  without  getting  rid  of  the  old ;  liut  of  females,  not  a  word 
ha*l  yet  been  spoken.  No  otie  in  that  hundn'd  and  tw«'nty-five 
years  had  ever  raised  a  voice  to  plead  on  behalf  of  the  prostitutes ; 
it  never  seems  to  have  occun^d,  even  to  the  Parliament  which  had 
so  much  sympathy  for  the  jfinvres  virolis,  that  the  women  like- 
wise deserved  pity  and  attention. 

We  po.ssess  no  information  with  regard  to  the  treatment  used 
in  this  new  hf>s]Mtal.  It  is  certain,  however,  that,  in  obedience  to 
the  law  of  its  foundation,  patients  were  soundly  whipjK'd  when 
they  entered  and  when  they  left  it,  by  way  of  punishing  them  for 
having  contrai'ted  the  disease.  In  1675  the  managers  of  the  hos- 
pital declared  that  this  jiraetice  deterred  many  sick  persons  from 
coming  forward  and  confessing  their  condition  ;  but  it  prevailed, 
appare?itly,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century'  afterward. 

About  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  under  the  reign 
of  Louis  XrV.,  a  hospital  prison,  named  the  Saljx^trii^re,  was  es- 
tablished for  the  reception  of  prostitutes ;  but,  by  a  strange  incon- 
sistency, in  1658  it  was  closed  to  women  suffering  from  .syphilis 
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{Jemmev  yulies),  and  physicians  were  directed  to  examine  all  wom- 
en "  who  showed  symptoms  of  syphilis  on  the  face."  A  few  years' 
experience  showed  thi'  fallacy  of  this  system.  Diseased  women 
wert-'  •jontined  in  tht-  place;  should  they  noi  be  treated  there? 
Thf  puysicians  thought  they  should,  and  accordingly,  though  in 
violation  of  the  rules  of  the  eatiiblishment,  a  small  room  was  ap- 
propnuieti  to  this  i;lu.s.s  of  patients.  It  appears  that  at  this  time  a 
prostitute  foimd  some  ditticulty  in  obtaining  admission  to  the  Sal- 
(jetriere;  it  being  not  unusual  for  unfortunate  creatures  to  have 
themselves  arrested  for  vagjibondage,  and  to  submit  voluntarily 
U)  the  whipping  which  the  ethics  of  the  day  required  in  the  case 
of  females  as  well  as  males,  in  order  to  obtain  medical  treatment. 
It  will  be  seen  that  our  New  Vork  .system  can  not  claim  the  merit 
of  originality.  Prostitutes,  in  fact,  flocked  to  the  Salp«5tri«Vre  in 
such  numbers  that  the  room  furnished  by  the  connivance  of  the 
authorities  was  .soon  far  Um  suiali  to  accommodate  them.  The 
hospital  managers  declared  to  the  royal  government  that  medical 
treatment  was  out  of  thi-  questinn  in  so  crowded  an  apartment, 
an<i  that  a  putrid  fever  might  be  e.vpected  if  belter  aceoniDiixla- 
tions  were  not  provided.  In  reply,  the  government  placed  at 
their  disposal  a  wani  in  the  hospital  of  Bic^tre. 

This  wa^s  in  1H91.  For  nearly  a  hundred  years  afterward  the 
severe  cases  of  venereal  di.sease  were  sent  to  Bic^tre,  the  milder 
ones  kept  at  Salpetrii^re.  Both  establishments  were  a  disgrace  to 
humanity.  The  patients  were  cheated  of  the  food  allowed  them, 
and  supplied  with  cheap  broth  and  cheese  in  its  stead.  No  baths, 
an<l  but  few  medicines  were  at  their  command.  Their  ward  was 
lihliy.  elo.se,  and  in  ruin.  Patients  were  often  obliged  to  wait  so 
long  fo  •  medical  attendancj."  that  their  maladies  became  incurable. 
The  uir  in  which  they  lived  was  pestiferous,  and  no  <me  could 
visit  the  hospital  without  b«?ing  sh<K'ked  at  its  aspect.'  Medical 
rnen  who  saw  the  j»hice  expn*ssi(l  amazement  that  so  many  per- 
sons should  exist  in  .«o  small  a  nxim.  Eight  women  slept  in  a 
bed,  and  in  the  moni  appropriate<l  to  those  whose  turn  for  treat- 
ment liitd  not  come,  the  patients  slept  by  gangs,  one  half  sleeping 
from  N  P.M.  to  1  A.M.,  and  the  remainder  from  1  .\.M.  tfi  7  A.M. 
The  floor  was  covered  with  dirt  and  filth,  and  the  windows  were 
nailed  down,  for  fear  of  their  being  broken  if  opened.  There  was 
but  littli-  linen,  and  that  was  in  rags,  and  abominably  dirty.    One 

'  Culkrier :  Report  ofChirur^t-n  Mamu'lml :   Report  of  M.  <le  Bivtcuil  to  the 
Govpitini  lit;    I'll-  ir-r>ililiiilrlrl.  ii.  ISO. 
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hundred  persons  only  were  treated  at  a  time,  fifty  men  and  fifty 
wonifii.  A  new  butch  was  admitted  to  treaiinent  every  two 
mouths,  and,  as  the  hospital  always  contained  from  three  tn  four 
hundred  sufl'erers,  some  cases  remained  six  or  eight  months  with- 
out any  treatment  whau^ver.  Many  died  before  they  reached  the 
hands  of  the  doctors.  The  diet  was  the  same  for  all.  Tiiose  who 
had  not  been  a<imitted  to  treatment  were  supplied  with  eoarse 
bread,  cheese,  rancid  butler,  stud  (very  seldom)  a  little  meat  The 
surgeons  of  Bicetre  usually  uiadi-  furiuues  in  a  short  time.' 

If  any  thing  farther  were  ueeded  to  characterize  the  hospital 
of  Bicetre  in  the  eighteenth  century,  it  would  be  the  rules  in  virtue 
of  which  no  diseased  person  eould  claim  admission  until  a  com- 
plete year  had  elap.'^ed  from  the  time  of  their  first  appiii-ation.  and 
every  diseased  jR-rson  was  turned  out,  whether  ill  mp  vv<'11,  after 
fflx  weeks'  treatment.  It  was  stated  to  M.  Parent- Duchatelet  that 
the  average  mortality  was  one  hundred  women  and  sixty  men  per 
annum.^ 

In  1787,  Dr.Cullerier  was  appointed  surgeon  in  charge  of  syph- 
ilitic cases  at  Bicetre.  He  commenced  his  administration  by  de- 
nouncing the  state  of  things  be  found  there,  and  it  is  mainlv  I'rom 
the  memoires  he  address<xl  to  the  govennnent  that  the  jjreeeiiing 
facts  have  been  obtained.  His  representations  seem  to  have  met 
with  but  little  success.  In  1789,  however,  the  bulk  of  the  pris- 
oners at  Bicetre  were  set  free,  and  he  immediately  availed  him- 
self of  the  increased  room  to  accoTiimodate  his  patients. 

The  reform  was  so  slight,  or  rather  so  vfist  a  reform  was  needed, 
that  the  moment  the  attention  of  the  n^piibliean  government  was 
drawn  to  the  subject,  it  remove<l  the  syphilitic  cases  from  the  hos- 
pital of  Bic<?tre  to  the  hospital  of  the  CajMichins.  That  establish- 
ment was  enlarged,  and  named  the  Hospital  of  the  South  (THo- 
pital  du  Midi).  Gardens  and  baths  were  provided;  ample  wards 
permitted  the  classification  uf  diseases;  the  food  was  of  the  best 
kind,  and  siitfteient  in  quantity.  This  immense  step  was  the  work 
of  the  republican  authorities. 

It  was,  however,  only  the  first  of  a  series  of  reforms.  Original- 
ly, men  and  women  of  all  grades  were  admitted  promiscuously. 
This  led  to  grave  inconveniences.  The  decorum  of  the  hospital 
was  frequently  disturbed  by  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  men  with 
regard  to  the  prostitutes  in  the  adjoining  wards.  To  obviate  this, 
a  new  hospital  was  set  apart,  under  the  reign  of  Charles  X.,  for 

'  OiiIlcriT:   Hnrrnt-Durhatelei,  ii.  184.  '  Pnr  ■nt-niirhniflt.  ii.  I8«. 
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the  rectiplioii  of  male  iiiilieiii.*  only,  li  is  the  Hospital  de  Lour- 
cine. 

A  still  inort-  serious  trotiltle  arow^'  ti-oin  lh»'  mixtuif  of  prosii- 
mtes  with  other  women  who,  from  the  iniiiielity  of  their  hus- 
bands, hereditary  disease,  or  other  causes,  found  themselves  in- 
fected with  syphilis.  For  some  time  complaiuta  had  been  made 
on  this  head,  but  an  siccident,  which  occurred  in  1828,  compelled 
the  authorities  to  act.  The  daughter  of  a  professional  muse,  r-- 
siding  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris,  ciiught  syphilis  from  a  child  h<'r 
mother  was  nursing,  who  had  iuheritcd  the  disease.  It  took  the 
shape  of  a  virulent  chancre  on  the  palate,  and  the  girl  was  sent  to 
the  Ilospitul  du  Midi  for  tn>atinent.  She  found  herself  thrust 
among  the  vilest  prostitutes,  whose  language  and  sentiments  shock- 
ed her  so  terribly  that  she  insisted  on  leaving  the  hospital  at  oucc. 
The  physician  on  duty  declined  to  grant  her  request,  whereupon 
the  poor  girl  contrivu'd  to  get  into  the  yard,  and  threw  hei-self  into 
a  well.  She  was  drowned,  and  on  un  autopsy  of  her  corp.se  it  ap- 
peared that  she  was  a  virgin.  This  dreadful  inciflent  anaisedthe 
public  mind.  Hitherto  the  dispo.snl  of  th<'  prostitutes  ha<l  been  a 
subject  of  dispute  between  the  administration  of  the  hospital  and 
that  of  the  city,  each  wishing  to  thrust  them  uj^wn  the  other.  The 
government  now  interfered,  and  special  accommodation  was  pro 
vidiKl  for  prostitutes  at  the  prison  of  Saint  Lazare.  The  Hospital 
du  Midi  was  devoted  exclusively  to  such  women  as  were  not  in- 
scribed on  the  rolls  of  the  police. 

Before  these  distributions  took  place,  when  men  and  women 
were  indiscriminately  received  :it  the  Hospital  du  Midi,  the  aver- 
age annual  admissions,  from  18U4  to  lHi4,  were  2700;  from  1822 
to  1828  it  exceeded  an  average  of  310(j.  Twenty  years  ago  the 
mortality  wjis  said  to  be  less  than  two  per  cent. ;  it  was  ten  per 
cent  at  Bic^tre. 

At  the  Hospital  du  Midi,  diseased  persons  who  do  not  desire 
admission  to  the  hosi>ital  are  treated  outside,  all  the  medicines 
they  require  being  funiished  them  free  of  charge. 

It  would  appear,  from  stniy  allusions  in  various  old  ordinances, 
that  some  sort,  of  medical  office  had  been  estiiblished  in  the  eight- 
eenth century  by  the  goveniment,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
gratuitous  mlvice  to  prostitutes,  and  denouncing  those  who  wi-re 
disea:<ed  ;  but  tlu-n'  i-xists  no  ])<>sitive  evidence  of  any  such  estab- 
lishment or  office.  It  was  not  till  1803  that  a  regulation  was 
made  by  the  prefect  of  police,  requiring  all  public  women  to  sub- 
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mit  to  be  visited  by  a  fihysioian  appointi-d  by  firm.  The  plan 
was  a  bad  one,  as  the  phN-sician  was  paid  by  fees  which  he  wa.s 
authorized  to  exact ;  and  it  was  rendered  worse  in  practice  by  th>- 
dishonesty  of  the  man  chosen  for  the  office,  one  Couiou.  This 
individual  made  money  and  neglected  his  duties.  The  system 
wjus  altered  in  1810,  and  a  dispensary  establi.shed.  with  a  Htroii"; 
medical  st-iff,  who  were  directed  to  visit  all  the  prostitutes  in 
Paris.  This  institution  is  still  in  existence;  it  will  hv  further  no- 
ticed in  the  next  chapter. 

When  the  dispensary  was  established,  its  medical  officers  were 
directed  to  offer  to  pn>stitutes  the  choice  of  lM?ing  treated  at  home 
or  going  to  the  hnspital.  Almost  all  chose  the  former.  The  pliv- 
sicians  then  undertook  to  decide  themselves  which  should  go  to  the 
hospital  and  which  remain  in  their  hous<-s.  The  results  of  their  ex- 
perience, and  the  policy  it  compelled  them  to  adopt,  are  shown  in 
the  following  table,  which  was  compiled  by  Parent-Duchatelet : 

**"■  >t  home. 

1817  ! 123 

1818  No  report. 

1819  25 

182»)  19 


TrMlMl 
At  hoiu«. 

..  276 

..  3t)0 

..  29« 


18ir>  No  rf\H>n. 

18IU  


Ve»r. 

1821 
1824 
1836 
1826 


The  Ry.«t<'m  of  treating  prostitutes  at  home  was,  in  fact,  gi^-cn  up. 
It  was  founil  they  could  not  be  eonipclled  to  take  the  niedicima 
given  them ;  and  that,  though  laboring  under  the  most  severe  dis- 
ease, they  would  not  abstain  fmni  the  exercise  of  their  calling. 

The  tables  prepared  by  the  sanitary  office,  or  dispt^-iisary,  at 
Paris,  afford  a.  clear  view  of  the  extent  and  progreas  of  diseiise  in 
that  city.  Of  those  which  an?  furnished  by  M.  Parent- Ihiehatelet, 
we  shall  take  a  few  of  the  most  striking.  The  following  gives  the 
aggregate  disease  for  a  {)eri<)<l  of  twenty  years : 


''•"-  liUcnu. 

1812  61    

1818  79  

1814  102  

1815  Report  miHiin^. 

1816  88  ..... 

1817  7fi  

1818  68  

1819  S8  

182(1  B2  

1821 M  

1822  RL-|.urt  miMing. 

1823  69   

1824  84  

1826  81   


Total. 

l-atlenta. 
.      612 
.      948 

.  12S4 


l'*tt**nt*. 

1826  98  

1837  Report  mU.sintr. 

1828  104  

1829  99  

laSO  91   

1831  110  

1832  78  

Add  iipproxiniiiteesiiinalo  I 
tins  f 


ToUL 
{■allenO. 

.   1116 

1249 
.  list) 
.  I09S 
.  1820 
,_a86 
17376 
3250 


for  three  yean  wanting  ] 

Total  dineaii^d  in  twenty)   ortgjgi 
yean .'. )'  ""''*'' 


Parent-Dnchat«let.  ii.  124. 
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Other  tables,  apparently  drawn  with  ctnx-,  show  that  th«  pro- 
portion of  disease  to  prostitutes  varies  widely  in  different  years. 
In  1828  it  was  six  per  cent.,  that  is  to  say,  six  out  of  t-very 
hundivd  prostitutes  were  diseaaetl;  but  in  1832  it  was  barely 
three  per  cent  Four  or  five  per  cent,  would  seem  a  tolerably 
fair  average.' 

From  another  table  compiled  by  the  same  author  we  gather 
that,  during  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  January  was  found  the 
most  fatal  moiitlt  for  prostitute's;  next  eaine  Augiist  andSeptfin- 
ber;  while  February,  April,  May,  andJuiy  seemed  seasons  Kss  fa- 
vorable to  disease.  M.  Duchatelet,  however,  candidly  admits  that 
he  can  trace  the  operation  of  no  law  here,  and  inclines  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  variation  is  wholly  due  to  chance.* 


CHAPTER  X. 
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— Profit"  (if  Pmstituliun. — Iiisfripiion. — Interrogatories. — Nativity,  how  ascer- 
tiiincd. — tltwiack'!*. — Principles  of  InstTi|itioii. — Ape  at  which  In.s<-ription  is  made. 
— Radiation. — ProvL«ionol  Rjidiation. — Statistic*  of  Radiation. — Clauses  ofPron- 
tiiuto.<>. — Visit  to  the  I)is|jcn»ary. — Visiting;  Physicians. — Punishment. — Offenset, 
— PrUKin  Diwiplinc— .Saint  Denis. — Tax  on  Prostitutes. — Inspeeiors. — Bon  Paa» 
tenr  Aiyluin. — (Note  :   Duchatelet's  Bill  for  the  Represaion  of  Prostjtation.) 

It  remain.s  to  describe  the  state  and  .system  of  prostitution  at 
Paris  at  the  present  day.  The  va.st  importance  of  the  subjuei  will 
doubtless  justify  the  length  at  which  it  must  be  treated. 

It  was  usual,  during  the  last  century,  to  estimate  the  number  of 
prostitutes  in  Paris  at  twenty-live  or  thirty  thou.*«ind.  Even  as 
late  as  1810,  the  number  was  saifl  by  gotxl  authority  to  be  not  less 
than  eighteen  tho\isand.^  The  [Malice  rolls  show  that  these  calcu- 
lations were  wide  of  the  mark.  According  to  them,  the  avei-age 
number  of  prostitutes  inscribed  had  risen,  from  about  19CM}  in  1814, 
to  S558  in  1832,  the  last  year  of  which  we  have  any  record.  As- 
suming that  the  number  at  present  i.s  450U,  or  thereabouts,  which 
would  supposf?  an  increase  equal  to  that  noted  before  1832,  the 

'  Farent-Duvhatclpt,  U.  130.  '  Id.  ii.  188. 

*  MSS.  Reports  quoted  by  Parent-Dnchatelei,  i.  30;  Restif  de  la  Bretoune ;  Por- 
uognpkr. 
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prostitutes  are  one  to  everj'  two  hundred  and  fifty  "f  the  total  pop- 
ulation. Of  these  the  city  of  Pari.-*  furnishes  rather  more  than  one 
third.  The  remainder  come  from  the  departmenta;  tlio.s*'  border- 
uig  on  Paris  being  the  most  fruitful  of  prostitutes,  and  the  north 
being  largely  in  excess  of  production  over  the  south. 

The  vast  majority  of  these  jiro.^titutf^s  are  the  children  of  oper- 
atives and  mechanics.     Of  828  fathers,  there  were 


Wcuvers 

Peddlers 

Mu.<Hiii!-  nnd  Tilers 

Walrr-i-arriers 

Stape  Hiid  Ciirriapc  Drrrers 

Shornmkeni 

Furniers  iind  Gnrdenem 

Serviinf- 

Individnalit  employed  in  Fonn- 

drie«,  etc 

Day-lnborers ,... 

Car|icnters 

When-iis  there  were  onlv 


Li(jiii)r-8ellcrs 22 

Smiths as 

GriM-ers  ami  Kmii-sellers 18 

Siililiin-,  nil  )>eni«ionfi 30 

Clnct-iuakt'Tx  anil  Jewelers., 16 

BarlH-rs  and  Hair-drcs»er» 16 

i'lTsoiiii  withiiut  trade  or  rallini;..  64 

Tailom 32 

Plujiterers,  Pavers,  etc 21 

Crx)|iers II 

Painters,  Glaziers,  and  Printers..  2S 


Surireons,  Physicians,  and  Lawyers 4 

Teachers S 

Musii'iuiu 9 

The  infi-rt^nce  dniwii  hy  M.  P.-irent-Duehatelet  from  this  is,  that 
brothels  are  supplied  from  the  clas.ses  of  domestics  and  factory- 
girls  ;  and  that  girls  not  bred  to  work  rarely  find  their  w.iv  itito 
them.  Kather  more  tlian  one  third  of  the  falhera  of  these  prosti- 
tutes were  unable  to  sign  their  names. 

Of  the  prostitutes  bom  at  Paris,  about  one  fourth  were  illegiti- 
mat<' ;  uf  those  born  in  the  depaitnieuts,  one  eighth  were  illegiti- 
mate. 

Rjither  more  than  half  the  Paris  prostitutes  could  not  write  their 
names;  a  degree  of  ignonmee  whieh  argues  very  reniarkalile  neg- 
lect oil  the  part  of  parents,  for  at  Paris  every  one  may  learn  to 
■write  gratuitously,  and  a  person  who  can  not  write  will  always 
experience  difficulty  in  obtuining  euipluyment. 
,  Nearly  half  the  prostitutes  were  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
twenty-six  inclusive.  One  declared  herself,  or  was  proved  to  be, 
only  twelve  yeai-s  old  ;  thirty-four  were  over  fifty  ;  two  w-iv  over 
sixty.  On  n?fert;nce  to  tin*  rolls  of  inscription,  it  appeared  that 
the  bulk  <if  the  prostitutes  registered  themsi-lves  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  an<l  twenty-tw(j;  but  thirty-four  were  inscribed  before 
the  age  of  fourteen,  which  may  be  assumed  to  be  the  periml  of 
puberty  in  France,  and  a  few  after  passing  fifty. 
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The  following  table  shows  tho  number  uf  years  during  which 
the  Paris  prostitutes  had  exercised  their  calling  at  the  time  the 
inquiry  was  made: 


n 

nut 

und 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

rr(i.tttul<«. 
43U 

rimt 

From  12  to  IS  yean 
'•     13  to  14     " 
•'     14  to  16     '• 
"     In  to  16     " 
"     IB  to  17     " 

From    1  to 
•'      2  to 
'*      3  to 
"      4  to 

yean 

590 

440 

485 

294 

139 

"     17  to  18     " 

•»      6  to 

150 

"     18  to  19     " 

"       7  to 

143 

•'     19  lo  20     " 

*'      8  to 

96 

"     20  to  21      " 

"      9  to 
"     10  to 

100 

109 

"     21  to  22     " 
"     22  to  23     •• 

"     11  to 

!I3 

NambiV  of 
IYo-tltuU«. 

99 

98 

107 

80 


M.  Duchatelet  made  careftil  inquiries  into  the  causes  of  prosti- 
tution. He  admits  that,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  trustwoithy 
information  on  thi."*  head  being  very  great,  many  errors  may  have 
found  their  way  into  his  calculations.  He  gives  them,  however, 
for  what  they  may  be  worth. 

Wiini 1441 

Ex)>iiUion  froin  home,  or  (li'tcrtimi  of  parent* 1355 

Detiire  ID  MUfj[K)rt  old  anil  IrtHrni  |fnri*nt'« 37 

"       "       '•        voiiin.'1'r  l>riii(i-'rs  BTid  sisters,  or  nephews  and  nieces  29 

Widows  with  families  to  <iip|H)rt 23 

GirU  from  the  eouniry,  to  !iU|i[M>rt  ihemselvcs 280 

"         "       "         "         broujrhl   to    Paris   by    soldiers,   clerks,  stu- 
dents, etc ', 404 

Serrants  sedueed  by  masters  and  abandoned 289 

Conrubines  abandoned  by  their  lovers 1435 

Total 5183 

It  apj:)eiii's  that  there  were  in  Paris,  in  1832,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  "tolerated  bouse.s" — that  is  to  say,  brothels.  Thir  rules 
regarding  these  arc  numerous.  They  can  not  be  establi.shcil  in 
certain  localities,  such  as  the  Boulevards,  or  other  great  thorough- 
fares. They  must  not  be  within  one  hundred  yards  of  a  church, 
or  within  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  a  sehool,  whether  for  boys  or 
girls ;  of  a  palac«.'  or  other  public  building,  or  of  a  large  boarding- 
house.  The  proprietor  of  the  house  mu.<«t  have  given  his  consent 
before  the  house  can  be  used  as  a  brothi!.  Two  houses  can  not 
be  established  side  by  side,  much  less  can  they  have  the  same 
entry.  A.s  a  general  rule,  a  preference  is  given  to  small,  narrow 
streets,  esf)ecially  (mis  da  sol;  and  to  places  where  brothels  have 
been  established  before. 

With  regard  to  the  interior  of  these  house.s,  they  must  contain 
a  room  for  each  girl ;  on  no  account  are  two  prostitutes  allowed 
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to  occupy  the  same  n«m.  much  less  the  same  bed.  Each  nwm 
must.  laorf'OvtT,  Ix*  amply  pruvided  with  utensils,  stmp,  uinl  water, 
for  ablution.  No  hou.s^  ot"  [jro.stitution  con  have  back  or  side 
doors,  or  in  any  way  communicate  with  the  adjoining  buildings. 
Nn  house  can  contain  dark  closets,  or  dark  pas.sagc.s,  or  concealed 
hiding-places.  In  none  ol'  them  can  any  trade  or  traffic  be  car- 
ried on. 

With  regard  to  the  class  of  houses  called  mai'soiiif  de  passe  (a.s- 
aignatiou  houses),  the  police  authorities  n?quirc  that  in  every  such 
house  two  regular  jirostilutes,  inscribed  on  the  police  rolls,  shall 
live  permanently.  The  object  of  this  rule  is  to  oVitain  a  control 
and  supervision  over  these  houses.  Before  it  was  adopted  thi> 
police  was  often  embarrassed  by  denials  of  its  authority  to  invade 
them.  It  is  found  that  the  prostitutes,  being  naturally  hostile  to 
the  mistresses  of  the  houses,  will  act  as  agents  of  the  {wlice  in  the 
event  of  any  scandalous  proceedings. 

The  windows  of  houses  of  prostitution  irinst  be  rf>ughed,  as 
also  must  those  of  rooms  where  individual  jirostitutes  live.  Thev 
can  only  be  partially  opened.  These  regulations  wrre  luitdc  in 
consequence  of  the  shocking  scenes  that  weiv  witneasnt  at  the 
windows  of  brothels  after  the  Revolution,  naked  women  b<;iug  the 
least  of  the  scandals  that  used  to  be  expo.st^'d. 

No  one  can  keep  aliotuse  of  prostitution  in  Paris  without  an  au- 
thorization from  the  police.  Men  are  never  pennitted  to  keep 
establishments  of  the  kind.  A  woman  who  desires  to  open  a 
house  must  apply  in  writiuL'  td  the  Prefect  of  Police.  On  reci-ijit 
of  her  application,  reference  is  made  to  the  Cornmissarv  of  Police 
of  the  ward  to  ascertain  her  character.  If  she  has  been  condenin- 
<'d  for  crime  or  misderneaiioi\  her  request  is  rarelv  grjinted.  If 
she  stands  in  the  police  b<x)ks  an  a  woman  requiring  supervision, 
she  can  not  succeed.  Nor  can  she  obtain  a  license,  undrr  ordi- 
narv  circumstances,  rnileas  i</if  him  }}fen  a  prontitnlr-  hersflj.  The 
reason  of  this  n-gulation  is  obvious ;  no  one  but  a  pi"ostitule  un- 
ilerstands  the  business  thoroughly ;  and  as  the  position  of  brothel- 
keept-r  is  found  to  be  the  most  demoralizing  .Citation  in  tin-  world, 
it  has  l>een  the  pcilicy  of  the  Paris  police  to  throw  imprdiments  in 
the  way  of  persons  not  wholly  depraved  devoting  themselves  to 
so  dangerous  a  calling.  Furthermore,  the  applicant  nui.st  have 
reached  a  certain  age.  She  must  also  be  of  sober  habits,  and  ap- 
parently possessed  of  siifficient  force  of  character  to  be  able  to 
command  a  house  full  of  prostitutes.     She  must  possess  a  sum  of 
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money  siifficit-iit  tu  >.'ujtraiitee  her  against  immediate  failure,  and 
she  iiiOrit  own  the  furniture  in  the  house  she  wishes  to  keep. 

When  ill!  these  (X)it.iilions  are  fultilled,  the  apjilicaut  reeeives  a 
pass-bcKik,  ill  which  the  number  of  girls  she  is  allowed  to  keep  is 
specifiwl.  In  this  book  she  is  bound  to  enter  the  name  of  every 
prostitute  she  receives,  whether  jis  a  b<jarder  or  a  transient  lodger; 
her  age,  the  date  of  her  entry  into  her  house,  the  date  of  her  in- 
spcetion  by  a  physician,  and  the  date  oi  her  departure  from  the 
house.  A  printed  fonn  in  the  beginning  of  the  p;is8-book  reminds 
the  mistress  of  the  house  that  she  is  bound,  under  heavy  penal- 
ties, to  inscribe  on  the  jAjlice  rolls  every  gii-1  she  receives  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  Iter  arrival. 

In  the  event  of  tlie  neglect  of  these  rules  by  the  keepers  of 
houses  of  prostitution,  the  lie^-nse  is  n-voked.  It  is  understood 
that  the  police  enforce  this  regulation  with  due  rigor. 

Much  has  b«ien  .said  and  wrilleu  aljoul  the  manner  in  which  the 
keepers  of  hou.ses  of  prostitution  obtain  recruit.s.  M.  Parent-Du- 
chatelet,  whose  sources  of  iiifbriiialiuu  were  the  best,  gives  it  a.s  his 
opinion  tliat  most  of  the  [)rostituti-s  are  obtained  from  the  hospi- 
tals, especially  the  Haspital  du  Midi,  where  female  veneiind  dis- 
eases are  treated.  It  apjiears  that  this  hospital  and  others  are 
haunted  by  old  women  who  have  been  prostitutes,  and  who,  in 
their  old  age,  eki?  out  a  livelihcKxl  by  enticing  others  into  the 
same  cidiing.  Thi-y  soon  discover  the  antecedents  and  disposition 
of  every  young  giri  they  find  in  hospitals;  and  if  she  Ik*  pretty  or 
engaging,  .she  mu.st  either  have  much  principle  or  oaji'fiil  friends 
to  restme  her  from  the  clutches  of  the  old  hags.  While  she  lies  ill 
on  a  lied  of  pain,  the  latter  are  constantly  with  lier,  and  gain  her 
friendship.  They  know  the  devices  tliat  are  needed  to  im}X)8e  on 
her  simplicity,  and  not  unfrequently  are  enabled  to  strengthen 
their  promist^s  by  small  donations  in  money,  or  a  weekly  sti]n:'nd 
during  her  convalestrence.  For  a  pretty  girl  as  much  iis  fifty 
francs  will  Ix'  paid  by  a  brothel-keeper.  As  the  girls  in  France, 
with  few  exceptions,  come  to  Paris  to  be  cured  when  they  have 
contrjicted  disease  from  association  with  lovers,  it  seems  quite 
likely  that,  as  M.  Parent-Duchatelet  supposes,  these  hospitals  are 
a  fruitful  srjurce  of  prostitutes. 

Other  brothel-keepers  have  female  agents  in  the  country  towns, 
who  send  them  girls.  One  well-known  woman,  who  kept  for 
many  yeare  one  of  the  largest  estjdjlishments  in  France,  employed 
a  traveling  clerk  with  a  large  salary.    Some  obtain  Ixmrders  from 
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their  own  province  or  native  city ;  others,  who  hav<'  followed  a 
trade,  get  recruits  from  the  acquaintances  they  made  at  the  work- 
shop. Latterly,  it  would  seem,  piinp.s  have  carried  on  their  trade 
with  unusual  boldness  and  success.  Some  time  since  it  was  no- 
ticed that  an  uncoinmou  number  of  girls  arrived  at  Paris  from 
Rheims.  They  all  came  provided  with  the  name  and  address  of 
the  houses  to  which  they  were  destined,  and  drove  there  from  the 
stiige-offico.  Information  was  sent  to  the  police  authorities  of 
Rlicirns,  and  on  their  arrival  the  girls  were  sent  back  again.  The 
design  of  the  authorities  was  baffled  for  a  while  by  the  cunning 
of  the  pimps,  who  sent  their  recruits  round  by  other  roads;  but 
the  police  rtii!ill\  triumphed  by  refusing,  for  a  year  or  two,  to  in- 
scribe any  prostitutes  from  Rheims. 

It  is  notorious,  liuwever,  that  tlie  same  traflBc  is  carried  on  at  the 
present  day  to  an  alarming  extent  between  London  and  Paris, 
London  and  Brussels,  and  other  large  cities  in  the  neighborhood. 
Several  societies  have  been  ibrined,  and  the  police  have  made 
great  exertions  to  suppress  the  trade,  but  without  any  particular 
fluccess. 

It  is  understood  that  the  prostitutes  of  Paris  receive  nothing  for 
their  ''lalwrs"  but  their  board,  lodging,  and  dress.  The  latter  is 
often  expen.sive.  In  first-class  houses  it  will  ejcceed  five  hundred 
francs,  which  in  female  attin-  will  go  as  far  at  Paris  as  live  hund- 
red dollai-s  will  in  New  York.  The  wboie  of  the  fees  exacted  fn^m 
visitors  gfies  to  the  mistress,  and  the  girls  are  reluctantly  permit- 
ted to  lY'tain  the  presents  they  sometimes  receive  fmni  tluir  lov- 
ers. They  are  usually  in  debt  to  the  mistress,  wlio,  having  no 
other  means  of  retaining  them  under  her  control,  hastens  tt>  ad- 
vance th  'in  money  for  jewelry,  carriages,  line  <utin<>,  and  expen- 
sive wines.  No  written  eoiitraitt  binds  them  to  remain  whei-e  they 
are ;  they  may  leave  when  they  please,  if  they  can  pay  their  debts , 
and  th<'  obligation  they  incur  for  the  latter  is  one  of  honor  only, 
and  can  not  be  enforeed  in  the  courts. 

Houses  of  pnistitution,  when  well  conducted,  are  very  profita- 
ble in  Paris.  It  is  estimat<'d  that  the  net  pmfits  accruing  from 
each  girl  ought  to  be  ten  francs  or  more  per  day.  Many  keepers 
of  houses  have  retired  with  from  ten  to  twenty-five  thousand  franea 
a  year,  and  have  married  their  daughters  well.  The  good-wilJ  of 
a  }>opuliir  house  has  been  sold  for  sixty  thousand  francs  (twelve 
thousand  dollars). 

We  now  come  to  the  great  feature  of  the  Paris  system :  the  in- 
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acripiiori  oi' prostitutes  in  a  department  of  the  Prefecture  of  Police, 
called  the  Bureau  des  Moeurs.  It  seems  that  some  sort  of  inscrip- 
tion was  in  use  before  the  Revolution,  but  no  law  referring  to  it, 
or  records  of  the  rolls,  can  be  foutul.  Various  systems  were  cm- 
ployed  during  the  Itepublic  and  the  Empire.  The  one  now  in  use 
was  adopted  in  1816,  and  amended  by  a  police  regulation  of  1828. 
Profititutes  are  ins<.Tibed  either 

1.  ()n  their  own  request; 

2.  (>n  the  requisition  of  the  mistreas  of  a  house ;  or, 

3.  t>n  the  report  of  the  inspector  of  prostitutes. 

Wla-ii  ii  girl  uppeai-s  before  tliv  bureau  under  any  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, she  is  asked  the  following  questions,  the  answers  be- 
ing taken  down  in  writing: 

1.  Her  name, age,  birth-place,  trade,  and  residence? 

2.  Wht-lber  she  is  a  widow,  wife,  ur  spinster! 

3.  Whether  her  father  und  mother  are  living,  and  what  their  calling 
was  or  is  '. 

4.  Whether  she  lives  with  them,  and  if  not,  when  and  how  she  left 
them  ? 

6.  Whether  she  has  had  ehildnm.  and  where  they  are? 

6.  How  long  she  has  l>ecn  at  Paris? 

7.  Whether  any  one  has  a  right  to  claim  her? 

8.  Whether  she  has  ever  been  arrested,  and  if  yes,  how  often,  and  for 
what  offenses  ? 

9.  Whether  she  has  ever  been  a  prostitute  before,  and  for  what  period 
of  time  '. 

10.  Whether  she  has,  or  has  had,  venereal  disease? 

11.  Whether  she  ha.s  received  any  ediKation  ? 

12.  What  her  motive  is  in  inscribing  herself? 

The  answer.'  t'j  these  inquiries  suggest  others,  which  are  put  at 
the  discretion  of  the  officials.  Their  practice  is  so  great  that  they 
are  rarely  deceived  by  the  women  ;  M.  Parent- Duchatelet  affirms 
that  they  could  tell  an  old  prostitute  merely  by  the  way  she  sat 
down. 

Tile  interrogatory  over,  the  girl  is  taken  by  an  inspector  to  the 
Dispt-iisaiy  and  examined,  and  the  physician  on  duty  reports  the 
result,  which  is  added  to  the  inquiry.  Meanwhile,  the  police  reg- 
isters have  been  consulted,  and  if  the  girl  has  been  an  old  oflfend- 
er,  or  is  known  to  the  police,  she  is  now  identified. 

If  the  girl  has  her  baptismal  certificate  (exlrait  de  naiaaance)  with 
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her,  she  is  forthwith  inscribed,  and  registered  among  the  public 
women  of  Paris.  At,  prostitutes  rarely  p(»ssi'ss  this  diKunient, 
however,  a  provisional  inscription  is  usually  ertected,  and  a  direct 
application  is  made  to  the  mayor  of  the  city  or  cuinrnnnr  where 
she  was  born  for  the  certilicate.  This  aj>plication  varies  accord- 
ing to  the  age  of  the  girl.     If  she  is  of  age  it  is  simply  a  demand 

for  the  '•  eoctrait  de  iiaissauce  of ,  who  says  she  is  a 

native  of  your  city  or  commune."     If,  on  the  contrary,  she  is  a 

minor,  the  application  states  that  '"a  girl  who  calls  herself 

,  and  says  she  was  bom  at ,  has  applied  for  inscrip- 
tion in  this  office.  I  desire  you  to  a.<certain  the  itositicn  <>t'  her 
family,  and  what  means  they  propose  to  take  in  euj^e  thi'v  desire 
to  secure  the  return  of  this  young  girl." 

It  often  happens  that  the  family  im})loro  the  intervention  of  the 
police ;  m  that  ease  the  girl  is  sent  hack  tg  the  place  whence  she 
ejune.  In  many  cases  the  family  decline  to  interfere,  and  then 
the  girl  is  duly  inscribed  on  the  register.  She  signs  a  dm^ument, 
in  which  she  sttites  that,  "l)eingduly  aequainti-d  with  thi- s:initary 
regulations  established  by  the  Prefecturi'  for  Pviblie  Women,  she 
declares  that  she  will  submit  to  them,  will  allow  herself  to  W  vis- 
ited p<'riodiailly  by  the  physicians  of  the  Di.'tpensary,  and  will  con- 
form in  all  respects  to  the  rules  in  force." 

Of  course  this  ]>rocedure  is  occasionally  delayed  by  fahsehood* 
littered  by  the  women.  It  often  used  to  happen  that  the  mayors 
would  report  that  no  |>erson  of  the  name  given  had  been  bom  at 
the  time  fixed  in  their  city  or  conmiune.  In  that  ca^e  the  girl 
was  recalled,  and  made  to  understaml  that  truth  w:is  better  jtolicy 
than  lidsehood.  Qirls  rarely  held  out  longer  than  a  fortnight  or 
so,  and.  at  the  pre.>«'nt  time,  the  nuinlKT  of  false  dcclaratinns  is 
very  snnill  mdeed.  They  seem  salisJii'd  that  the  police  are  an 
omniscient  machine  which  can  not  be  deceived. 

When  the  girl  is  brought  to  the  office  either  by  a  brothel- 
ket^per  or  an  inspector,  the  proceeding  is  slightly  varied.  In  the 
latter  case  she  has  been  arrested  for  indulging  in  clande.-*tine  pros- 
titution, but  she  almost  invariably  denies  the  fact,  and  pleads  her 
inntK'ence.  The  rule,  in  this  ca.se,  is  to  admonish  her  and  let  her 
go.  It  is  not  till  the  third  f>r  fourth  offen.se  has  been  committed 
that  she  is  inscribed.  Wheti  the  mii^tress  of  a  hou.se  brings  a  girl 
to  the  office,  interrogatories  similar  to  the  alx)ve  are  j)ut  t«>  her. 
If  she  has  relations  or  friends  at  Paiis,  they  are  sent  for  and  con- 
sulted.    When  the  girl  appears  evidently  lost,  she  is  duly  in- 
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scnbed :  but  if  she  shows  any  signs  of  shame  or  contrition,  she  is 
ofttfii  ;<ent  home  by  the  office  at  the  public  expense.  It  need 
hanlly  be  sjiid  that  when  a  girl  is  found  diseased  she  is  sent  to 
liospitjJ  and  her  inscription  held  over.  It  occasionally  happens 
that  virgins  present  themselves  at  the  office  and  desire  to  be  in- 
scribed :  in  their  case  the  officials  use  compulsion  to  rescue  them 
from  infamy. 

In  a  word,  the  Paris  system  with  regard  to  inscriptions  is  to  in- 
scribe no  girl  with  regai-d  Uj  wliom  it  is  not  manifest  that  she  will 
carry  on  the  calling  of  a  prostitute  whether  she  be  inscril>ed  or  not. 

From  the  following  table,  prepared  by  M.  Parent-Duchatelet 
iVom  the  records  of  a  series  of  years,  it  appears  that  the  mistresses 
of  hi>usi<  inscribe  over  one  third  of  the  total  prostitutes: 

Girls  inscribed  at  their  own  request 7388 

"         '•       tty  ini.strc-wi-s  of  houses 4486 

"        "       by  inspectors 120 

Total 12644 

The  age  at  which  girls  can  be  inscribt?d  has  varied  under  differ^ 
ent  administrators.  Under  one  it  was  seventeen,  under  his  suc- 
cessor eighteen,  under  the  next  twenty-one  years ;  but  now  the 
general  rule  is  that  no  girl  should  be  inscribed  under  the  age  of 
sixteen.  Exceptions  to  tliis  rule  are  made  in  the  ciise  of  younger 
girls — of  thirteen,  fourteen,  or  fifteen,  who  lead  a  life  of  prostitu- 
tion, and  are  frequently  attacked  by  disease.  From  a  regard  to 
public  health,  they  are  inscribed  notwithstanding  their  age. 

Only  second  in  importance  t<j  the  subject  of  inscription  is  that 
of  "  radiation,"  the  obliteration  of  an  inscription.  This  is  the  proc- 
ess by  which  a  prostitute  takes  leave  of  her  calling,  throws  oif 
the  control  of  the  police,  and  regains  her  civil  rights.  At  Rome, 
as  has  been  shown  already,  no  such  formality  as  radiation  waa 
known  to  the  law ;  owx  a  prostitute,  ahvai/s  a  prostitute,  was  the 
Rt^inan  rule.  This  system  did  not  long  sustain  the  test  of  a  Chris- 
tian examination. 

The  policy  of  the  French  Bureau  des  Maeiirs  on  this  head  is  gov- 
erned by  two  very  simple  maxims:  1st.  The  amendment  of  pros- 
titutes ought  to  be  encouraged  as  much  as  possible ;  2d,  But  no 
prostitute  should  be  released  from  the  supervision  of  the  police 
and  the  visits  of  the  Disjjen.sary  physicijins  until  there  is  reason- 
able grotind  for  believing  that  her  repentance  and  alteration  of 
life  are  sincere  and  likely  to  be  fiermanent. 

.\  person  desiring  to  have  her  name  struck  fixim  the  rolls  of 
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public  women  must  make  a  written  appliLvition,  specifying  her 
reasons  for  desiring  to  change  her  mode  nf  life,  and  indicating  the 
means  of  support  on  whieli  she  is  iiencefortb  to  rely.  In  three 
cases  the  demand  is  gi-antetl  thrthwith  :  Ist.  When  the  girl  proivji 
that  she  is  about  to  marry  ;  2<1.  When  she  ]>rodnees  the  eertifieate 
of  a  physician  that  she  is  attacked  by  an  orgauie  ilisea.se  which 
renders  it  impossible  for  her  to  continue  the  calling  of  a  prosti- 
tute, and,  3d.  When  she  has  gone  to  live  with  her  relation.*,  and 
produces  evidence  of  her  htte  good  buhavior. 

In  all  other  cases  the  office  awards  a  "  provisional  radiation." 
For  a  period  of  tmie,  which  varies,  according  tu  cireuni.^tances, 
from  tliive  months  to  a  year,  the  girl  is  still  under  the  sujiervision 
of  the  jwlice,  sueh  supTvision  l>eing  obviously  secret  and  discreet. 
Wlien  the  girl  pa.sses  triumphantly  through  this  jieritxl  of  ]iroba- 
tion,  her  uarne  is  deiiniteiy  struck  from  the  rnll  ol' prostitutes. 

When  a  girl,  after  having  her  name  thus  struck  out,  desires  to 
be  inscribed  afresh,  her  request  is  granted  without  delay  or  in- 
quiry, it  being  wi.stdy  supposed  that  she  Iuls  rej>eiited  of  her  decis- 
ion. A  re-inscription  also  takes  place  when  a  girl,  ailer  radiation, 
is  found  in  u  hou.se  of  prostitution  even  as  a  servant. 

A  prostitute  is  struck  from  the  rolls  by  authority  of  the  office 
•^hen  she  has  disappeared,  and  no  trace  of  her  has  been  found  for 
three  mouths. 

M.  r;ii't'iit  Duchatelet  gives  the  following  table  of  radiations, 
which,  taken  in  connection  with  the  table  already  given  of  the 
immber  of  prostitutes  registered,  shows  the  movement  i>f  reform : 
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Onee  in.seribed.  prostitutes  nre  divided  into  three  elas.ses: 
1st.  Tho.se  who  live  in  a  licensed  or  ''  tolerated"  brothel. 
2d.  Those  who  live  alone  in  furnished  rooms. 
3d.  Those  wholiv-  in  rftfjma  which  thev  furnish,  .nnd  outT 
ly  bear  no  mark  ofiiifimiv. 
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In  the  eye  of  the  law  there  is  no  dirt'orence  between  the  tliree 
chisst's;  all  are  equally  subject  to  poliw-  ami  medical  supervision. 
Every  girl  that  is  inscribed  receives  a  card  b«.'aring  her  name,  and 
the  number  of  her  page  in  the  register;  a  blank  column  of  this 
C4ir(l  is  left  to  be  filled  by  a  memorandum  of  the  date  of  each  visit 
by  the  physicians  of  the  Dispensarj'. 

But  the  three  classes  differ  in  respect  of  the  place  where  they 
are  vLsited.  The  Dispensary  physicians  visit  the  inmates  of  broth-  ' 
els  in  the  houses  where  they  live;  all  other  prostitutes  visit  them 
at  the  Dispensary.  Yet  another  vi^it  is  made  by  the  Dispensary 
physicians  to  the  De{x>t,  or  L<x'kup,  at  the  Prefecture  of  Police; 
as  there  are  always  a  certain  number  of  prostitutes  arrested  for 
drunkenness  or  disorderly  conduct  every  night,  it  was  thought 
well  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  their  contineinent  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  their  health. 

All  houses  of  prostitution  are  visited  by  the  Dispensary  physi- 
cians once  a  week ;  thi-  Lour  of  the  visit  is  known  beforehand,  and 
every  girl  must  be  present  and  pa.ss  inspection.  The  examination 
is  private;  the  result  is  noted  in  a  "folio"  kept  by  the  physician, 
and  a  corresponding  niemoraniUim  is  made  in  the  pass-book  of  the 
house  and  on  the  card  of  the  prostitute.  \TTien  disease  is  detect- 
ed, the  mistress  of  the  house  is  notified,  ami  cautiomxl  not  to  allow 
the  girl  diseased  to  receive  any  visitors.  That  afternoon,  or  the 
next  morning,  she  comes  or  is  brought  to  the  Dispensary,  where 
she  undergoes  a  second  examination,  and,  if  the  result  is  the  same 
as  at  the  first,  she  is  forthwith  sent  to  Siiint  Lazare  for  tivatment. 

Free  prostitutes,  that  is  to  say,  those  who  live  in  lodgings  or 
rof)nis  funii.shedby  themselves,  an-  bound  to  visit  the  Dis]x>nsary, 
and  submit  to  examination  once  a  fortnight.  They  choose  the 
time  and  day  themselves,  but  more  than  a  fortnight  must  not 
elapse  between  the  vi.sits. 

It  appeai-s,  from  tables  published  l>y  M.  Parent-Duchatelet,  that 
these  rules  are  strictly  enlbrced. .  Free  prostitutes  are  visited 
nearly  thirty  times  a  year,  and  prostitutes  iii  tolerated  houst^s  more 
thiui  fifty  times.  We  liave  alluded  elsewhere  to  the  results  of 
the  visits. 

Exp'rience  has  proved  that  the  only  .«afe  method  of  punishment 
for  prostitutes  is  imprisoiunent.  Formerly  they  were  whipped, 
and  at  a  later  date  their  hair  was  cut  off;  but  the  humane  spirit 
of  modem  legislation  has  rejected  both  these  punishments  as  un- 
duly cruel.     At  the  present  day,  offen.ses  against  the  rules  coji- 
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ceming  prostitution  {deliUi  cA-  pvoslilution)  are  puniBhed  by  impris- 
onment; inisdemeanors  and  crimes  providiii  agaiust  by  the  code] 
being  within  the  eogiiizaiicf  dI'  the  ordinary  courts  in  the  case  of  f 
prostituted  as  well  as  other  persons. 

Lklits  lie  prostitution  have  been  divaded  by  ih^  Bureau  desMonirt\ 
into  two  classes,  slight  offenses  and  grave  offtuses;  slight  oft'endesj 
*re: 

1.  To  appear  in  forbidden  places. 

2.  To  appear  at  forbidden  bour». 

3.  To  get  drunk,  and  lie  dovn  in  doorways,  streets,  or  other  thorough- 
fares. 

4.  To  demand  admittance  to  gunrd-huuiies. 

5.  To  walk  through  the  fitreebi  in  dayhght  in  such  a  way  as  to  attract] 
the  noti(«  of  people  paj«ing. 

6.  To  nip  on  the  windows  of  their  moms. 

7.  To  absent  themselve-*  from  the  medical  inspection. 

8.  T.i  beg. 

9.  T<i  remain  more  than  twenty -four  houn  in  their  houne,  after  having 
been  jinmounoed  diseased  by  the  pliysioian. 

1(1.  To  escape  from  the  Ih^pital  <ir  Dispenaary. 

11.  To  go  out  of  doors  with  bare  head  or  neck. 

12.  To  remain  in  Paris  after  having  been  ordered  to  leave,  and  preaenl 
ed  K'itb  a  {wssport. 

This  class  of  otfenses  is  punished  bv  imprisonment  for  not  Ics 
than  a  fortnight  or  more  tbau  three  months.     One  month  is  the! 
usual  term. 

A  I  ir<  >stiiute  is  held  to  be  guilty  of  grave  offenses  when  she 

1.  Insults  outrageonsly  the  visiting  phymoian. 

2.  Fails  to  visit  the  Dispensary. 

3.  Continues  to  proHtitute  herself  after  being  pronounced  diseased. 

4.  Uses  obscene  langiiiige  in  public. 
6.  Appears  iinkc<i  ut  her  window. 

6.  Assails  men  with  violeuue,  and  endeavors  to  drag  them  to  her  home. 


These  offenses  are  punished  by  imprisonment  for  nut  less  thjin 
three  mouths,  and  uut  more  than  a  year,  rarely  more  than  si.v 
months.     The  time  is  fixed  in  these  cases  with  reference  to  th< 
former  character  uf  (he  pmstitute. 

When  a  prostitute  is  arrested  she  is  taken  to  the  Prefecture  of 
Police,  where  there  is  a  rot>m  sj)e<:ially  np]iroprialed  to  her  class. 
She  is  tried  witliin  forty -eight,  usually  within  twenty-four  houra 
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of  her  arrival.  When  condemned,  she  is  conveyed  in  a  close  car- 
riage or  van  to  the  prison. 

The  prison  at  Paris  usually  contains  from  four  hundred  and  fifty 
to  .six  hiuuiri'fi  iiiinatfs.  They  are  all  oliligt-tl  to  work.  A  few 
are  generally  found  incapable,  either  from  iditjc}-,  blindness,  or  iu- 
corrigible  obstinacy,  of  perfonniug  even  the  simplest  work.  These 
are  Uxlged  in  a  department  called  "the  ward  of  the  imbeciles." 
The  others  are  allowed  to  choose  their  work;  the  bulk  naturally 
take  to  sewing.  They  are  paid  a  small  sum  for  what  they  tlo, 
partly  as  they  pnxieed  with  the  work,  and  the  balance  when  they 
leave  the  prison.  Industrious  girls  receive,  from  the  money  com- 
ing to  therji,  tVoiti  five  to  eight  sotm  daily.  Th*t  this,  added  to 
the  ample  tond  supplied  by  the  prison,  suffices  for  their  wants,  is 
proved  by.  the  frequent  purchases  they  make  of  flowers  and  other 
superfluities.  Formerly,  prostitutes  in  prisi>n  were  nut  e.xjiected 
to  work,  lind  at  this  piTiiHl  fight.-;  ami  disturbances  were  of  con- 
stant occurrence.  Now  the  discipline  [»  excellent  and  the  prison- 
ers orderly.  The  only  penalty  for  disobedience  of  rules  or  mis- 
conduct is  elt>se  confinement  in  the  riwltnt. 

M.  Parent-Duchtttelet  admits  that  the  prison  discipline  is  so  gen- 
tle that  the  punishment  has  no  terrors  for  prostitutes.  It  is  quite 
common  to  find  girls  who  have  been  thirty  times  condemned  to 
imprisonment.  He  recommends  the  use  of  the  tread-mill  as  a  cor- 
rective. 

His  experience  led  him  to  question  the  utility  of  nuns  and 
priests  in  the  prostitutes'  prison.  He  does  not  think  they  do  any 
g<j«id,  and  inclines  to  the  iH'lief  that  the  counsels  and  visits  of  iiiar- 
riol  women,  who  look  rather  tn  the  moral  than  religious  reform 
of  the  women,  would  be  productive  of  more  benefit. 

The  old  practic<'  in  France  was  to  admit  visitors  to  the  prasti- 
tutes'  prison  at  e^-rtain  hours  and  in  a  certain  room,  but  this  was 
found  to  be  productive  of  great  evils.  The  scenes  in  the  visitors' 
room  were  outragi^ous,  and  a  new  system  was  accordingly  adopt- 
ed. No  one  was  allowed  to  visit  a  pn>stittite  but  a  f)(»iu  Jitlf  rela- 
tion, and  even  such  a  one  was  required  to  obtain  a  written  permit 
from  the  Prefecture  of  Police. 

A  certain  number  of  prostitutes  are  sent  every  year  to  the  pris- 
on of  St  Denis.  These  are  those  who,  from  physical  or  mental  in- 
firmities, s\ieh  as  recto-vaginal  fistula,  cancer,  incurable  organic 
disease,  idiocy,  etc.,  are  incapacitated  from  pursuing  their  calling, 
and  nm  risk  of  starvation.     Not  more  than  eight  or  ten  of  these 
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an-  sent  to  St.  Denis  in  tlie  course  of  the  year.     The  nioitamy 
aiitoiig  them  there  is  not  less  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  per  annum.'  ^j 

Until  a  few  years  ago,  a  tax  was  levied  on  the  Paris  prostitute^H 
f(jr  the  support  of  the  DisptTi.sary .     Each  mistress  of  a  house  paid 
twelve  fnincs  prr  month ;  i-aeh  girl  living  alone,  three  francs  per 
mouth.     A  tine  of  two  francs  was  also  laid  on  all  prostitutes  wha^| 
Were  behind  their  time  in  visiting  the  Dispensary.     The  product 
of  these  various  taxes  amounted  to  from  seventy-five  to  ninety 
thousand  francs  per  annum.     The  system  was  abolished  on  thi 
ground  of  its  immorality.      A  popular  notion  is  said  to  have  pre- 
vailed that  tlie  polu'c  received  half  a  million  or  more  from  tiie  tax 
on  prostitution,  and  attacks  on  the  administration  in  consequence 
were  incessant.     The  police  authorities  gave  way  at  last,  and  the 
municipal  council  of  the  city  unilertook  to  defray  the,  cost  of  the 
Dispensary  for  the  future.     Similar  taxes  appear  to  have  exki 
at  Lyons,  Stnu^^bourg,  and  other  cities.^ 

Allusion  has  bt-en  made  to  inspectors.     At  the  time  M.  Pareni 
Duehatelet  wrote  there  were  ten  inspectors,  who  had  each  char] 
of  one  tenth  of  the  city.     Their  business  wa.s  to  see  that  the  reg- 
ulations governing  pro.<titutes  were  carried  out.     They  arrested 
offending  women,  and  transferred  them  to  the  Prefecture  of  Polii 
In  case  of  resistance,  they  summoned  the  aid  of  the  onlinarv 
lice  of  the  ward.     They  were  not  allowed  themselves  to  use  vio-' 
lence  either  to  arrest  or  drag  a  girl  to  prison.    They  were  usually 
jiicked  men  of  good  character.     Their  salary  was  twelve  huni 
red  francs  a  year,  besides  handsome  presents.' 

In  conclusion,  a  word  must  be  said  of  the  establishment  calli 
the  Bon  Pasteur.    It  is  a  Magdalen  Asylum  established  many  j'ears 
ago  by  .some  benevolent  ladies,  and  now  maiuly  supported  by  aa^y 
annual  vote  from  the  city  of  Paris,  aud  an  allowance  from  th^H 
hospitals.     It  rei-eives  prostitutes  who  desire  to  reform ;   feeds, 
clothes,  and  instructs  them  ;  provides  them  with  j)laces  when  they 
desire  to  leave,  or  with  work  when  they  wish  to  remain  in  the  es^| 
tablishment.    The  rule  is  that  no  jvrostitute  can  be  received  under 
eighteen  or  over  twenty-five  years  of  age.     Beyond  these  limits, 
it  has  been  found  that  the  humane  efforts  of  the  directresses 
the  establishment  have  ran-ly  led  to  any  result.     No  comj)ulsioa 
is  used  in  any  case  by  the  managers.     Girls  are  free  to  leave  aai 
they  are  free  to  come.     So  long  as  they  remain,  however,  they 
must  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  establishment,  which  are  strict 
■   PureDl-Duchaidet,  ii.  £73.  '  Id.  ii.  a!t».  Id.  ii.  403. 
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without  being  monastic.  TLe  average  adiuiasioiis  to  the  asylum 
for  the  first  twelve  years  of  its  existence  were  twenty  per  annum. 
The  mortjility  among  the  residents  was  very  large,  being  equal  to 
twentv  }ier  cent,  on  the  l  tal  number  during  the  twelve  yeans. 
Of  the  whole  number  (two  lundred  and  forty-five),  forty  were  dis- 
missed for  insubordination  twenty-seven  left  of  their  own  accord, 
and  probably  returned  to  heir  old  cours<\s,  and  fifteen  were  re- 
turned to  the  police.  The  remainder  were  either  restored  to  their 
fjamilies,  or  placed  in  situations  in  the  hospitals  or  elsewhere. 

Small  as  these  numbers  appear  in  comparison  with  the  large 
army  of  jtrostitutes  exercising  their  calling  at  Paris,  it  is  not  at 
all  doubtful  but  the  establishment  is  a,  useful  one.  No  one  can 
help  but  concur  with  M.  Parent-Duchatelet  when  he  observes 
that,  "  did  it  not  exist,  it  would  be  necessary  to  create  it" 

Note. — As  31.  Parents Ihichatelet  has  written  the  best,  we  might  almost 
say  tho  only  phitosophic^l  work  on  prostitiititiii  extant,  it  may  he  useful  to 
subjoin  thi-  t«xt  of  tht:  statute-  which  hu  jiropuNed  tu  regulatu  the  subjuut  ut' 
pruiititution. 

tAW    KELATTVE    TO    THE    REPRESSION*    Or    PROSnTCTION. 

Art.  1.  The  liuty  <if  rejiicvMiifr  jirostitution,  wliothcr  with  >  tiivowition  on 
the  public  highway  or  otlierwi*-,  is  iiitnistf<i  at  Paris  to  the  IVeftft  of  I'o- 
lioe,  and  in  all  the  other  communa  of  Prance  to  the  nuyorx  respectively. 

Art.  2.  A  discretionarj-  authority  ovi-r  all  persons  engaged  in  public 
pro»'titiition  ia  rested  in  the.se  fuiietinriuriett,  within  the  scope  of  their 
powers. 

Art.  3.  Shall  constitute  evidence  of  pnl)lif  pmsititution  either,  1st,  direct 
pn>TO(ration  thereto  on  the  jMiblic  highway  ;  2(1,  pulilit  nutoriity  ;  or.  3d, 
legal  piiMif  adduced  after  accusation  and  trial. 

Art,  4.  The  Prefect  of  Police  at  rari>,  and  tin-  iiiuyors  in  the  other  coiii- 
ntMne*,  shall  make  any  and  all  regulations  which  they  may  deem  suitable 
for  the  repres.'iion  of  prostitution,  and  siieh  regulation;-  shall  liear  it]>oi)  nil 
tliose  who  encourage  prostitution  as  a  trade — lixigers,  inn-keejiers  and  tav- 
em-ket-pers.  landUirds  and  tenants. 

Art,  5.  The  Disytcnsary  at  Paris  for  the  superintondcnce  of  woiiipii  of  the 
town  is  placeil  on  the  same  footing  as  the  puMie  health  estahli-limeiits. 
Other  similar  di.speiisarie,-  may  Ik'  estJihlisiied  wherever  they  are  needed. 

Art.  6.  \  full  report  ot  the  procewlings  of  these  dispensaries  shall  he  for- 
warded animally  to  the  Jlinister  of  the  Interior. 

M.  Duchatelet  conceived  this  short  law  to  be  adecjuate  for  (he  purpurie. 
It  mi;y  be  pnjsunied  that  he  took  for  granted  that  the  mayors  of  the  com- 
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»iti/ies  would  never  attempt  ti>  earrj'  out  original  views  ol  their  ov 
subject ;  he  doubtless  gave  them  credit  for  suffieieiit  sell-iibnegiiation  to 
adopt,  without  question,  the  elaborate  and  sensible  plan  which  ex(ierieuce 
hasi  taught  the  authorities  of  Paris.  How  far  this  a.ssunijttiou  was  justifi- 
able appears  uncertain,  in  view  of  the  fact  diut  at  Lyons  and  Strasl>ourg, 
the  prostitutional  system  has  always  diftered  from  tliat  of  tlie  eapital.  In 
lK>t1i  those  cities  a  tax  has  be«n  levied  on  protitituttm  till  a  very  lat<!  periodj 
at  Lyons  it  was  exacted,  it  is  believetl,  in  1842. 


CHAPTER  XL 

ITALY. 

Dwiinn  of  Hiiblic  Murals. — Pupal  Conrt. — Nepotism.— John  XxH.— Sextus  IV. 
— Alexander  VI. — Effect  of  the  Reformation. — Pofm  of  Fraiasturo. — Beuveiiiitu 
Cellini. — Beatrice  Ceni-i. — Laws  of  Nujiles. — Pm^nialiu  Law  of  1470. — Court 
of  Proi>titnte». — Boll  of  Cleiiienl  II. — Prostiiuiioii  In  Lombardy  anil  PieiJniont. 
— Clerical  Statute. — Modern  Ilalv. — Lawn  nl"  Rome. — Pnltllr  Hus|>■tnl^. — Lnz- 
»roni  of  Naples. — Italian  Maniicrs  an  dejiicted  by  Lord  Byron.— Fountilini;  H 
pituls. — True  Characu-r  of  Italian  People, 


Birth-place  of  modern  ail  and  literatur*',  dowered  with  the 
fatiil  heritage  of  beatity,  Italy,  in  the  varied  pii^sitge.s  of  her  career 
among  the  nations,  has  been  as  remarkable  tiir  the  vice  and  sen- 
suality of  her  children  as  she  has  been  eminent  for  their  udents 
and  acquirements. 

The  heart  of  the  historical  student  thrills  with  resp<*ctful  syrn- 
jiuthy  over  the  sorrows  and  ennobling  virtues  of  her  patriots  in 
all  ages,  or  his  intellect  is  ejiptivated  with  euthusi:\stie  admira- 
tion and  reverence  in  eonsidering  the  luonumeuts  of  ivsplendent 
genius  given  to  mankind  by  her  son.n.  Let  him  turn  the  page, 
and  his  soul  rectjils  in  di.>igust  anddeeja'st  horror  from  the  narra- 
tive of  corruption  the  most  abandontnl,  ambition  the  most  unseru- 
piJous,  lust  the  most  alximinable,  erinK-  the  most  tremendous,  to 
whieh  the  history  of  the  world  scarcely  <iffers  a  iiandlel,  and 
which  brands  the  perpetrators  with  the  e.xeeration  of  all  succeed- 
ing generations. 

The  most  glorious  era  of  the  Italian  republics  immeiiiatelv  j^re- 
eeded  their  downfall.  Like  shining  lights,  they  perished  bv  their 
own  effulgence.  The  mutuid  jealousies  of  Ftureiice,  Pisa,  Genoa, 
Lucca,  and  the  numerous  indej)eiident  cities  and  states,  stirred  up 
in  them  a  "'  noble  and  emulous  rage"  to  excel  each  other  in  the 
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fucuuragement  they  gave  to  art  tiiitl  letters,  and  the  mighty  works 
produced  ty  their  respective  citizens.  But  the  saine  sentiment 
also  roused  them  to  deadlier  feuds,  and  the  eommon  field  of  nation- 
al patriotism  l>eing  shut  U]>,  they  exhausted  themselves  and  each 
other  by  desperately -protracted  struggles  and  incredible  sacrifices 
of  bliXKl  and  treasure.  Thus  they  paved  the  way  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  foreigner  and  the  mercenary,  who  completed  their 
ruin ;  until,  in  place  of  the  small  but  illustrious  republics  which 
formed  a  diadem  of  brightest  gems,  arose  a  system  of  petty  tyrants, 
who  plunged  the  cunntrj'  into  misery  and  degradation.  These,  in 
turn,  were  swept  away  by  the  strong  arm  o£  a  despotism  which 
has  never  since  relaxed  its  grasp  of  this  loveliest  country  of  the 
earth. 

No  influence  played  a  more  imp^nant  part  in  bringing  about 
this  catastroplu!  than  that  of  the  court  of  Rome.  By  the  in- 
trigues of  the  RoniiHi  poittitfs  the  mutual  jealousies  of  the  states 
were  exacerbated  and  th.  ir  quarrels  fomented.  While  these  re- 
sults were  Caused  by  the  political  actions  of  the  popes  and  their 
advisers,  the  worst  effects  were  prwluced  upon  public  manners 
and  morals  by  their  example.  The  abuses  which  had  established 
themselves  among  the  Rtjumn  hierarchy  were  the  natural  conse- 
quences of  long  and  undisturbed  enjoyment  by  the  clergy  of  their 
vast  immunities  and  privileges.  The  deniordlizatidn  and  Hi.sso- 
luteness  which  thus  existed,  and  which  spread  its  pMson  through- 
out the  civilized  world,  but  especialh'  throughout  Italy,  are  ot- 
teste<l  to  posterity  by  all  contemporary  writers. 

The  enormous  iniquity  which  distinguished  such  men  as  John 
XXII..  St^xtus  IV.,  or  Alexander  VI.,  is  notorious  to  all.  Al- 
though the  character  of  communities  is  not  to  be  inferred  from 
the  actions  of  exceptional  prtKiigies,  either  of  virtue  or  vice,  it  is 
e^'ideIlt  that  the  system  which  could  place  monsters  like  these  in 
the  august  pisitions  they  filled  must  have  been  rotten  to  the  core. 
The  worth  of  a  Leo  X.  or  a  Clement  VII.  consisted  in  the  absence 
of  the  gros.«er  vices  rather  than  in  any  positive  excellence,  and  the 
encouragement  given  by  such  men  to  objectionable  practices  did 
more  to  confirm  a  laxity  of  morals  than  the  odious  and  unpardon- 
able offenses  of  their  predecessors. 

Some  of  the  political  profligacy  of  the  court  of  Rome,  and, 
through  its  example,  of  the  other  Italian  courts,  was  owing  to  the 
system  which  had  sprung  up  of  each  jxjpe  providing  for  his  f^iin- 
ilv.     The  term  ufjxitf  (nephew)  was  ii»  common  use  as  expressing 


156 


HISTORY  «)F  PROSTITimON. 


the  relationship  which  existed  l)etweeu  thf  pope  and  the  individ- 
uals selected  for  iidvanc^iiient.  Tlie  priest'^  of  all  ili'iKitiiinations 
hail  nephews  and  nieces  to  provide  for,  and  the  abuses  covered  by 
tIic  term  were  object-^  of  the  keenest  satire,  hi  fact.  Innocent 
Vin.  thus  provitled  lor  eij^ht  openly  avowed  sons  and  daughters.' 
The  pseudo-avuncular  obligations  of  Se.vtus  IV.  were  ahso  well 
known.  Other  pope.s.  whose  sins  were  not  in  this  particular  di- 
rection, having  no  .sons,  adopted  a  Ujiui  fide  nephew,  and  one  or 
two,  feeling  the  want  of  ties  of  kindred  or  iiauiily  relationship,  ac- 
tually adopted  strangers.  In  one  instance,  the  Donna  Olimpia,  a 
niece  by  marriage, •sind  "a  lady  of  aliihty  and  a  manly  spirit," 
took  the  place  of  a  nephew  in  the  court  of  Innocent  X.,  without 
;tiiv  iia|iiitalioii  on  the  character  of  either  |)ope  or  niece.* 

The  ett'ect,  produced  by  this  example  in  high  place-s  particular- 
Iv  ujjoii  the  elergv,  and  through  them  on  the  conununity,  can  Ix- 
imaginerl.  By  a  decree  of  the  Church  in  the  eleventh  session  of 
the  LaUMan  Council  it  appears  that  the  clergy  were  accustomed  tu 
live  in  a  state  of  public  concubinage,  nay,  more,  to  allow  others 
to  do  so  (or  money  paid  to  them  by  permission.  Dant<',  in  one 
of  his  daring  flights,  eonipares  the  papal  court  to  Babylon,  and 
declares  it  a  place  deprivt'd  of  virtue  and  shame.  In  the  nine- 
teenth canto  of  the  Inferno,  Dante,  visiting  hell,  finds  Nicholas 
III.  there  waiting  the  arrival  of  Boniface,  who  again  is  to  be  8>n 
ceeded  by  Clement. 

The  Il«.'formation  compelled  some  attention  to  morals  amoi 
the  clergy,  and  for  a  time  an  earnest  endeavor  was  inaile  at  a  pn^ 
rifieation  of  the  Church.  This  was  one  of  the  chief  laljors  f>f  the 
famous  Council  of  Trent.  That  council  certainly  did  repress  the 
abuses  among  the  geiu'ral  clergy,  but  the  law-makers  were  law- 
breakers. They  could  not  touch  the  cardinals,  arciibishop.s,  or 
tlie  Pope  himself  and  thus  little  ratlical  change  was  etftnited  among 
the  chief  dignitaries.' 

There  are  not  wanting  writers  who  acquit  the  Italian  national 
character  of  blame  in  the  matter,  attributing  the  general  ooniip- 
tion  partly  t*)  the  frightful  I'xainple  of  foreign  invjuh'rs.     Tli>-  in- 

'   DennUtounV  Duke«  of  I'rbiiiip;  UnnWi-'s  Historr  of  the  Popes :  Gibbon's  Knmc. 

-  Fiiiiike,  ii.  .\|i|i('ii>li\. 
In  1849.  wlii-ii  ttif  R<imnn  |>co|ile  opened  ihc  palace  of  the  Inquiiition,  there 
w«t  found  in  thi-  libmrr  n  depanincnt  «tylej  "  Riinnnary  of  Soliritntioiu."  Iieine  • 
record  of  C'aiw.<i  in  which  women  had  tx>en  soliriti-d  to  aeta  of  (Timiiiality  liv  tbeii 
ronf  ■•■'"ir-  in  tlic  pontifiriil  dlntc,  and  tlic  nuinnuiry  is  nut  lirii  f. — I>«i;:ht's  '•R<>- 
iiinii  Ur|'iitili<  in  1849,"  p.  tl.".. 
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vaaion  of  Charles  VIII,,  liimseir  a  dissolute  /nonarcb,  witb  the 
universal  licentiousness  of  the  French  lfxx>ps,  did  undoulnivUy 
contribute  largely  to  ruin  the  morals  of  the  people  at  large,  but, 
to  use  the  words  of  Miiehiavelli,  ''  If  the  papal  court  were  removed 
to  Switzerland,  the  simplest  and  most  religious  people  of  Europt* 
would,  in  au  incredibly  short  time,  have  become  utterly  depraved 
by  the  vicious  example  of  the  Italian  priesthtxxl.'"' 

The  ecclesiastics  did  not  confine  themselves  to  licentiousness 
of  conduct.  The  clerical  writers  are  charged  with  a  taste  for  that 
lowest  pvat'tic-e  of  debas*^!  iniiuls,  ol>sceuity,  in  which  particular 
they  exceed  the  lay  writers.  Roscoe,  an  accomplished  Italian 
schohir  iind  a  man  nof  given  to  railing,  maintains  this  allegation.' 
This  reiiiiuds  us  of  Po|)e's  lines: 

"  Immodeiit  words  admit  of  no  defense, 
For  want  of  decency  ia  want  of  sense." 


For  the  limited  ninge  of  our  present  subject,  history,  so  profuse 
of  illustration  of  war,  bloodshed,  and  the  personal  adventures  of 
men  noteworfuy  by  their  position  or  character,  is  exceedingly 
chary  of  mat«'riids.  In  the  case  of  Italy  the  testimony  as  to  the 
mr)r:il.s  iif  men  in  high  places  is  superabundant,  and  the.se  and  the 
legislative  enactments  of  the  period  will  furnish  some  of  the  in- 
formation of  which  we  are  in  search. 

In  tli>'  fifteenth  century,  Charles  VIII.,  in  his  wars  to  gain  Nsi- 
plfs  from  the  Spaniards,  drew  down  unspeakable  miseries  uj)on 
the  wretched  It^ilians.  Ilis  armies  are  reputed  to  have  indulged 
in  evrry  e.\ee.<s  of  unbridled  license  and  rapine ;  and  it  was  during 
the  siege  of  Naples  that  the  venereal  disi-ase  is  .said  to  have  first 
made  its  appearance,  although  the  particulars  given  of  this  malady 
in  Chapti-r  IX.,  UTider  the  head  of  France,  show  that  .syphilis  e.\- 
isted  in  Naples  two  or  three  years  In-fore  the  siege.  As  generally 
hapi)ens  with  new  diseases,  whether  from  fear  or  ignorance  of  the 
mean.s  to  control  them,  it  was  represented  that  the  affliction  was 
of  a  malignity  never  since  known.  Its  frightful  ravages  and  dis- 
gusting character  impres.sed  the  minds  of  men  with  a  beUef  that 
it  was  a  new  s<'ourge,  sent  specially  as  a  ptinisbment  for  the  de- 
bauchery' and  profititution  of  the  period,  each  party  retorting  on 
the  other  the  charge  of  having  introduced  it,  and  styling  it  Morfjo- 
GaUi'n  or  Mai  •''  *•""-'«,  according  to  the  nation  to  which  they 
belonged.     }%  ma  to  have  been  exempt  from  it.     Sextus 

T>i«<>f>r*l.  I  -  Life  of  Ia'o  X.  Ainx-nrtix. 
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(lella  Rovere,  nephew  ol  Sextus  IV'.,  one  of  the  wealtl 
most  difisolutt;  owlesiastica  of  the  age,  was  "rotten  from  his  mid- 
dle to  the  soles  of  his  feet."'  Even  the  haughty  and  majestic  Ju- 
lius II.  would  not  exjKJse  lii.s  feet  to  the  obeisance  of  the  faithful, 
becau.se  they  were  di.-^colureil  by  the  Morbus  Gallicu.s:^  Leo,  his 
aocomphshed  and  munificent  successor,  was  said  to  have  owed  his 
♦•levation  to  the  fact  that  he  was  in  such  a  depraved  state  of  body 
as  tf)  render  necessary  a  surgical  operation  in  the  Consistoriuin 
while  the  electirm  was  proceeding,  the  cardinals  selecting  the  most 
sickly  candidate  for  the  pajial  tiura.^  An  uiie<iuiv(K?al  allusion  to 
the  poutitt""s  pui'suits  is  found  in  an  honorary  inscription  to  Leo 
X.  on  his  entrance  into  Florence,  of  which  lie  was  a  native. 

Olim  habiiil  Cifpns  ma  lempora  :  tempot-a  Mavoa 

Otim  hahmi  ;   nxmc  »iia  lempora  Pallas  habel  : 

Mart /nil ;  ail  Pallas  ;   Cypra  lempey  tril. 

Fonneriv  Venus  n^ijiiiLHl  wipreme,  (hen  Mars,  now  Pallas  . 

Mar»  was,  Pallas  iiuw  is,  \'enua  shall  always  be. 
Canlinals  were  not  ashamed  to  contend  openly  for  the  favore 
of  celebratcfl  courtesans,  and  Charles  VIII.,  when  «in  his  march 
to  Naples,  w;i.s  provided  by  Ludovico  Sforza  and  his  wife  Beatrice, 
his  liberal  enlertainersi,  with  the  tnost  b(>autiful  women  that  could 
l»e  procured.*  Charles,  indeed,  is  by  some  authors  assertetl  to 
have  been  actmdiy  the  first  who  intn>duccd  the  venereal  disease^: 
into  Italy.  ^M 

An  eccentric  trophy  of  public  license  is  to  be  found  in  the  poem^^ 
of  Fracastoro,  a  physician  and  accomplished  writer — a  rcall}'  ele- 
gant prmluction  under  the  title  of  .Syphilis.  The  argument  of  it 
is  drawn  fnun  the  sufferings  of  •Syphilu.'*,  a  shepherd  who  has  been 
punished  by  ApoHu  with  ii  inalignaul  disease  for  imj>iety.  In  this 
work  the  author  introduces  the  reader  to  the  inner  regions  of  the 
earth;  t4i  the  mines,  minerals,  and  attendant  sprites,  mid  explains 
the  discovery  of  mercury,  and  its  beneficent  and  healing  influences 
on  the  invalid,  who,  once  cured,  is  enjoined  to  pay  his  \i>ws  to 
Diana. 

In  1520,  that  turbulent  and  reprobate  artist  Benvenuto  Cellini, 
in  his  autobiography  (one  of  the  most  spirited  re])n's«»ntations  of 
national  manners  oxtani)  gives  an  account  of  a  syphilitic  disease 
whieli  he  eiintract<>d  from  a  courtesan.     lie  sjiys  little  nf  the  mi 

FtifmmiMs  I.  •<)  X.  )>.  !f87. 
»  Purls  dc  Giassiiic,  Mvmuirh  of  the  Coun  of  Jiiliii*  II.  p.  .'.79. 
»  Joriu»,  lib.  iii.  p.  .'56.  •  De  Couiiuines,  r.  ii.  c 
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ire,  but  it  ia  evident  from  the  above  that  the  use  of  merctiry 
was  known  at  a  very  early  period  after  public  attention  w«s  gen- 
erally directed  to  the  disorder. 

The  exces.«es  of  this  iron  age  were  not,  limited  to  oixlinarv  li- 
centiousness; crimes  against  nature  seem  to  have  been  prevalent. 
and  are  even  alleged  to  have  been  u  source  of  revenue.  In  a  col- 
lection of  papal  lives  which  htis  fallen  under  our  notice,  but  which 
is  not  very  particular  in  giving  its  iiuthoritie.s,'  we  find  it  stated 
that  a  memorial  was  presented  to  Sextus  lV,by  certain  individu- 
als of  thf  family  of  the  Cardinal  of  St  Lucia  for  an  indulgence  to 
commit  sodomy,  and  that  the  Pope  wrote  at  the  bottom  of  it  the 
usual  "  Fiul." 

The  case  nf  Reatrice  Cenci  is  better  attested.  Every  one  recol- 
lects the  acciuiiulated  horrors  of  the  story.  The  father,  hating  his 
children,  his  wife,  all  mankind,  intrmluces  prostitutes  to  his  house, 
and  deV)auches  his  daughter  Beatrice  V>y  force.  Through  the  in- 
strumentality of  a  bishop  slie  pr<xures  him  to  be  murdereii,  and. 
with  her  step-mother,  was  executetl  for  the  crime,  the  Pope  refus- 
ing to  show  any  mercy.  The  Count  Crnci  had  been  addicted  to 
unnatural  ofti-nse.s,  and  had  thrice  eonipounded  with  the  paj)al 
goveniuient  for  his  crimes  by  paying  an  enormous  sum  of  money, 
and  the  narrator  says  that  the  acrimony  i>f  the  Pope  toward  the 
wretched  daughter  was  for  having  cut  off  a  protitablf  source  of 
revenu''. 

In  Naples,  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  ]>rostitution  were  extreme- 
ly sovert".  Previous  to  the  thirteentii  century,  every  procuress 
endeavoring  to  corrupt  innocent  females  was  punished,  hke  an 
mlulteress,  by  mutilation  of  ht-r  nose.  The  niothur  who  prosti- 
tutt'<l  hi-r  daughter  suflere<l  thl.s  punishment  until  King  Frederick 
absolved  such  women  as  trafficked  with  their  eliildren  from  the 
pressure  of  want.  The  sjmie  prince,  howevtr,  decreed  against  all 
who  were  found  guilty  of  preparing  drugs  or  intlammatory  liqu<irs 
to  aid  in  their  di'signs  upon  virtuous  females,  death  in  wise  of  in- 
juries i-esulting  from  tficir  iiCt<*,  and  imprisonment  when  no  seri- 
ous hanii  was  effected.  These  laws  provci]  in.surtieieiii  for  their 
purpose,  and  toward  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century  profligacy 
ran  riot  in  Naples.  Rufliani  multiplied  in  its  stre«*ts,  procuring 
by  force  or  comiption  multitudes  of  victims  to  fill  the  taverns 
and  brothels  of  the  city.  Penalties  of  extreme  severity  were  pro- 
claimed against  them.  Tlie  Rulhani  were  orderetl  to  quit  the 
'  Th«"  Romnn  Pontiffs.  New  York,  184B. 
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kingilom,  and  prt)stitute*  were  i)rohibited  from  harboring  sucn 
persons  among  them.  Any  womuu  wliu  disobeyed  wa.«  ciiiiderim- 
cd  to  ht-  burned  in  the  fort-head  with  an  iron,  whipped  in  the 
most  hitiiiiliatiiifr  numner,  a  d  exiled. 

Under  Kiii.Lj  Hogi-r  a  eh:i  "re  <>f  seduction  was  never  takeii,  but^ 
WilHam,  the  sucwssor  of  '  !:ii  priiit-e,  pmjished  with  death  thd 
erime  of  rape.     Tlie  victim,  however,  wius  required  to  prove  that' 
she  had  shrieked  aloud,  and  that  she  had  preferred  iier  eomplaint 
within  eight  days,  or  jhat  she  had  been  detained  by  forc«.     When 
once  a  woman  had  [irostituted  hei-self,  she  had  no  right  to  refuae^H 
to  yield  her  person  to  any  one.  ^1 

In   Naples,  prostitutei*,  in  spite  of  the  law  pjissed  to  confine 
brothels  to  particular  quarters,  establisheci  themsttlves  in  the  most 
beautiful  streets  of  the  city  in  palatial  buildings,  and  there,  with^ 
incessant  clamor,  a^ngregated  a  horde  of  thieves,  profligates,  and 
vagabonds  of  ever}'  kind,  until  the  ehit-f  quarter  became  uuinhab- ' 
itable.     In  1577  they  were  ordered  lo  quit  the  street  of  Catalana^^ 
within  eight  days,  under  pain  of  the  scourge  for  the  women,  thfi^^ 
galleys  for  such   of  the   proprietors  as  were  commoners,  while^^ 
siiuple  banishment  was  declared  against  the  nobles.  ^, 

One  example  of  good  legislation  was  the  pragmatic  law  of^| 
1470,  to  protect  unfortunate  women  against  the  cupidity,  the  ex-^^ 
tortious,  aud  the  framls  of  taveni-keepers  and  others.  Men  were^j 
in  the  habit  of  going  into  plaei-s  of  amusement  with  single  girlfti^H 
contracting  a  heavy  debt,  aud  then  leaving  their  vii-tiiiis  to  pav.^^ 
These  wciv  then  given  the  choice  of  a  disgrjtceful  whipping  or  fto^j 
engugenicnt  in  the  house.  They  of^^n  consented,  and  s}>ent  thl^f 
remainder  uf  tlieir  days  in  dependence  on  their  ereditfirs,  without  ' 
ability  to  lilx-rate  thciusi'lvcs.  By  the  new  Jaw,  masters  of  tavernai^— 
were  forbidden  to  give  credit  to  prostitutes  for  more  than  a  o-r^| 
tain  sum,  and  this  only  to  supply  them  with  foo<l  and  clothing 
absolutely  necessary.  If  they  exceeded  this  amount  they  had  nOj 
means  of  legal  recovery. 

The  must  remarkable  feature  in  Neajwlitan  legislation  on  thi 
subject  was  the  cst^iblishmeiit  at  an  unknown,  but  early  date,  ot 
the  Court  of  Prostitutes.     This  tribunal,  which  sat  at  Naples,  had 
its  peculiar  constitution,  and  lunl  jurisdiction  over  all  eases  eon*; 
nected  with  prostitution,  blasphemy,  and  some  other  infamous  ol 
fenacs.     Toward  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century  it  had  risen 
extraordinary  power,  and  wa.s  prolific  of  abuses.     It  practiced  a'l 
kinds  of  exaction  and  violence,  every  sjiecies  of  iwrtiality  and  in- 
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jnatice,  and  oven  prestuncd  to  j)roiriulgiite  cdicw  of  ite  own.  Tht> 
judges  flung  into  prtsun  ininilxTS  ol'young  girls,  whom  they  CDni- 
pelled  to  buy  their  liberty  with  money,  and  sometimes  even  dired 
to  seize  women  who,  though  of  lax  conduct,  could  not  be  included 
in  the  professionul  class.  This  wji.s  discovered,  and  led  to  a  re- 
form of  the  court  in  1589.  Its  jwwers  were  stnctly  defined,  and 
its  form  of  procedure  placed  under  regulation,  while  the  avenues 
to  corruption  were  narrowed.  The  in.ititution  existed  for  nearly 
a  hundred  years  after  this. 

In  Rome,  in  the  eleventh  century,  a  brothel  and  a  church  stood 
side  by  side,  and  five  hundred  years  after,  under  the  jtontificate  of 
Paul  II.,  prostitutes  were  numerous.  Statutes  were  enacted,  and 
many  precaution?  taken,  which  prove  the  grossneas  of  manners  at 
that  epoch.  One  convicted  of  selling  a  girl  to  infamy  was  heav- 
ily fined,  and  if  he  did  not  pay  within  ten  days  had  one  ibot  cut 
off.  The  nobility  and  cominon  {leoplt-  ;tlike  indulged  habitually 
in  all  kinds  of  excess.  Torture.-*,  floggi  ngs,  VM-.uidings,  banishment, 
were  inflicted  on  some  to  terrify  others,  but  with  very  incomplete 
success.  To  carry  off  and  detain  a  prostitute  against  her  will  was 
j)unished  by  amputation  of  the  right  hand,  imprisonment,  flogging, 
or  exile.  The  rich,  however,  invariably  bought  immunity  for 
themselves. 

Among  the  most  extraordinary  acts  of  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject was  the  bull  of  Clement  II.,  who  desired  to  endow  the  Church 
with  the  surplus  gains  of  the  brothel.  Eveiy  person  guilty  of 
prostitution  was  forced,  when  ilisposing  of  her  property,  either  at 
death  or  during  life,  to  assign  half  of  it  to  a  convent.  This  regu- 
lation wa.s  easily  eluded,  and  proved  utterly  inefficacious  A  tri- 
bunal was  also  established  having  jur-i.-^dictioM  over  brothels,  upon 
which  a  tax  was  laid,  continuing  in  exist<'nee  until  the  middle  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  Effort."  were  made  to  confine  this  class 
of  dwellings  to  a  particular  quarter,  but  without  success. 

In  some  of  the  Italian  states,  as  in  Lombardy,  men  were  forbid- 
den to  give  prostitutes  an  asylum.  They  were  prohibited  from 
appeiunng  among  honest  citizens,  and  were  prevented  froiii  pur- 
cbasiug  clothes  or  food,  aud  from  borrowing  money  by  the  hire 
of  their  persons. 

After  a  time,  however,  a  system  of  licensed  brothels,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  institutions  founded  at  Toulouse  and  Montpellier,  was 
intrf>duced  into  parts  of  Italy,  and  the  brothels  became  very  nu- 
merous.    Then-  wax  one  at  Mantua,  and  Venice  was  a  verv  sink 
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of  prostitution.  In  1421,  the  government  enlisted  women  in  tfeis 
service  to  guard  the  virtue  of  the  other  classes.  A  matron  was 
placed  over  them,  who  governed  them,  received  their  gains,  and 
made  a  monthly  division  of  profit.  The  names  of  several  wom- 
en, the  most  iiotoriou.s  and  beautiful  of  the  Venetian  c<iurt«aan8, 
are  preserved  bv  Nicole  Daghoui.  A  very  small  simi  was  paid 
them  by  tbeic  patroii.-^. 

The  law.s  regulating  prostitution  and  prostitutes  seem  to  have  ' 
had  a  wonderful  similarity  throughout  Europe.     Among  other 
enactments  were  thase  regulating  clothmg,  which  were  at  one  time 
promulgated  in  every  state.     Some  of  these  were  sumptuary,  and 
merely  prohibited  the  weainng  of  fashionable  attire.     Others  di- 1 
rccteil  ])iirti(Milar  costumes  as  a  badge  of  the  prostitute's  calling, 
and  to  distinguish  them  in  public  from  well-conducted  women. 
At  Mantua,  prostitutea,  when  they  appeared  in  the  streets,  were  ■ 
ordered  to  cover  the  rest  of  their  clothes  with  a  .short  white  cloak, 
and  wear  a  badge  on  their  breast.     At  Beigamo  the  cloak  was 
yellow ;  in  Parma,  white ;    in  Milan,  at  first  black  woolen  cloth, 
and  then  black  silk.     If  disobedient,  they  might  be  finetl ;  and  in 
case  of  a  sccoad  otlcii.sc.  whip]x*d ;  and  any  one  might  strip  off  the 
garment  of  a  girl  illegally  attin-d. 

In  the  Uuchy  of  Asohi.  in  Piinlmont,  :i  regulation  wiis  establish- 
ed that  a  niother  could  disinherit  her  daughter  for  leading  a  vi- 
cious life,  but  she  lost  this  privilege  if  it  was  proved  that  .she  had 
connived  ;it  her  iininondity.  The  father  had  equal  authority,  but 
with  one  curious  limilatiun.  When,  .sjiys  the  law,  a  father  has 
sought  to  marry  his  dsiughter,  iind  has  endowed  her  .sulhciently, , 
if  she  refuses  to  marry  and  luTum -s  a  prostitute,  he  may  cut  her 
off;  but  if  he  have  opjjosed  her  marriage  until  sIk-  has  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-five,  and  she  then  b«'come  a  libertine,  he  can  not 
refusi'  t<i  Vjequeath  her  hi.s  [iropertv  ;  and  the  woman,  on  every  op- 
p<irtuniiy  to  marry,  is  bound  to  present  herself  before  her  father 
anil  demand  his  consent.  If  la-  i-efusisl  it,  he  was  not  allowe«l  to  \ 
punisli  lier  in  eases  where,  at  the  jige  of  thirty,  she  became  a  harlot. 

The  etfiirts  to  nxit  out  pro.stitution  from  houst^s  an<l  neighlxir-j 
hcxxlsiu  Italy  had,  aa  elsewheiv,  the  result  of  driving  loose  women  I 
to  places  of  public  resort.     The  baths  were  regularly  fre<piented 
in  every  city  in  the  Peninsula  (hence  the  use  of  the  word  Ixufnio, 
as  expre8.sive  of  a  disre]>utal>!e  place),  so  that  there  was  scarcely  a 
bath-keejvr  who  was  not  al.-<o  a  brothel-keeper. 

In  Avignon,  which,  in  cousequence  of  the  schism  of  the  |io])efl. 
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may  be  coiisidered  a  second  Rome,  a  statute  of  the  Church,  in 
1441,  interdicted  to  the  priests  and  olergj'  the  use  of  certain  baths, 
notorious  as  brothels.  The  hcense  of  prostitution  was  soon  taken 
awaj  in  Avignon.  The  residenet?  of  the  popes  in  that  city  hiid 
attracted  a  concourse  of  strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  globe,  and 
brothels  sj:>rung  up  at  the  Jo<irs  of  the  chuR-hes,  and  close  to  the 
papal  resident;*'  and  bishops'  palaces.  Tliey  brought  so  much 
scandal  on  the  coinnmniiy  that  an  edict  was  passed  driving  pros- 
titutes out  of  the  city. 

In  endeavoring  to  investigate  the  condition  of  prostitution  in 
modem  Italy,  our  inquiries  and  researches  have  been  almost 
profitless,  from  the  dearth  of  reliable  statistical  information  as  to 
any  part  of  that  most  interesting  country.  In  the  line  arts,  and 
u)  certain  departments  of  abstract  science,  the  republic  of  letters 
can  show  numerous  records  of  Italy's  state  and  progress.  In  all 
that  tells  of  the  people,  their  condition,  their  relations  to  each 
other,  and  their  rulers,  the  statements  of  writers,  both  native  and 
fon-ign,  are  so  contradictory,  so  imbued  with  party  piissions  and 
prejudices,  or  so  flippantly  ean-less  and  iuac<'urate,  that  we  nui.st 
peruse  them  with  constant  suspicion.  At  the  same  tin.e,  i>ffieial 
documents  are  so  sparingly  given  to  the  world  that  it  iii  hopele.*.-* 
to  fall  back  upon  them.' 

It  is  customary  to  think  and  speak  of  Italy,  like  Germany,  as  a 
whole.  In  reality,  however,  a  wide  differenc*;  prevails  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Piedmont,  THiscany,  and  Austrian  Italy,  the 
Papal  Stales,  and  Naples.  Rome,  though  not  the  political  cap- 
ital of  luiiy,  must  be  considered  the  capital,  in  virtue  of  her 
papal  court,  her  past  traditions,  and  her  large  concourse  of  for- 
eigners. But  even  her  mann<>rs  scarcely  give  the  tone  to  the  re- 
niainder  of  the  country. 

In  Rome,  prostitution  is  tolenited,  though  not  legally  permit- 
ted. There  are  no  statistics  from  which  the  number  of  prostitutes 
can  be  calculated.  At  one  time  there  were  said  to  be  five  thou- 
sand of  these  unfortunates  in  the  city ;  but  this  estimate  is  only 
another  sample  of  the  careh-ssness  which  is  to  be  observed  in 
writers  on  this  subject.  Under  Paul  IV.  there  were  only  fifty 
thousand  inhabitants;  forty  years  att<^r  they  had  increased  to  one 
hundred  thousand.     Public  prostitutes  are  now  as  rarely  seen  in 

'  After  the  occupation  by  the  French  in  1809,  a  collection  of  f«cta  w«s  made  by 
the  French  authorities,  with  a  view  to  a  census,  but  tliis  «•<•  ha»e  been  unable  to 
obtain. 
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v.e  streets  ot  Rome  as  in  tLiwo  ototber  Italian  cities.     It 
also,  that  there  are  scarcely  any  public  brotliels.'     Tbere  is  a  law 
that  a  woman  guilty  ol'  adultery  shall  be  iiiii»risoiied  tor  thr«?fe 
months,  but  Italian  usages  are  averse  to  legal  proceedings;  thdj 
scandal  is  offensive  to  society;  besides,  tht^  courts  requiiv  posi- 
tive pmof  ot'tiie  offense.     With  regard  to  seduction,  ilic  laws 
equally  stringent;  but  such  cases,  when  brought   u<  notice, 
usually  compromised  by  i>cnnission  of  the  authorities,  either  bj 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  or  by  nmrriugc.     Syphilis  is  always 
of  considerable  extent  in  Rome,  and  the  venen-al  ward  in  San 
Jacomo  is  always  full.^     Aft<.'r  the  siege  of  Rome  by  the  French 
in  18-ift,  the  disease  was  frightfully  jirevah-nt. 

In  1798  there  were  thirty  Umusand  poor,  or  about  one  lifth  ofi 
the  [)Oi>ubition  of  Rome,  upon  the  lists  of  the  curates  of  the  sevT 
eral  parishes.     Under  the   a<.lministration  of  the  French,  up  to 
1814,  the  proportion  had  been  diminished  to  one  ninth.     Since^— 
that  period  it  has  been  on  the  increfiae.  ^M 

There  are  in  Rome  niiu'teen  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  the 
sick.  In  eight  public  ho.spitals  the  average  number  of  patients 
daily  is  about  fourteen  hundred,  who  cost  nineteen  cents  each  per 
day.  There  arc  fourteen  scnii-conventa  where  young  girls  arq^M 
gratuitously  received  and  educated,  receiving  a  small  dowrv  wheo^^ 
tiiey  leave  to  marry  or  become  nuns.  The  Hospital  of  St.  R<K'h  \a 
for  pregnant  wonitu.^  ^H 

The  AlVx-rgo  dei  Poveri  at  Naples  is  the  tine.st  jH«u'-hou.se  itj^i 
Italy.     It  acconirnodat<'s  upwaril  of  three  thousjind  jiaupers  of 
Ixjth  .^'xr^  and  is  jirovided  with  worksliops  and  sehool.s,  so  as 
afford  snitjible  employment  and  instruction.      Xotwithstandir 
this  ni(jd  "1  establishment,  and  numerous  otiiers,  whose  annual  re^ 
cnues  atiiount  to  nesirly  two  tnillions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  NapU 
is  infested  with  a  large  nu'tidicunt  popidation  in  adcUtion  to  tl 
numbers  accommoilated  in  the  jMJcir-liousos.     Thi-  Lazaroni  are 
cliiss  pt"culiar  to  the  place.     Many  of  them  utterly  reliisi'  to  wor 
and  pn-fer  to  subsist  on  the  smallest  enin  of  the  kingdom  whic 
they  can  gain  by  begging.     They  bask  in  the  sun  all  day,  sleej 
on  tlie  ground  or  on  the  steps  ut  night,  and  star\'e  with  the  ut 
jnost  ctimplacency.     An  Kpicureari  mi;ht  find  in  tliis  jdinegatioa 
of  tlie  cares  of  lif.-  a  .sound  pnietieal  philo.sophy.     That  such 
class  is  in  the  highest  degre  •  obnoxious  to  soeietj-  must  be  ai 


Mpilinil  and  Cliimrpi-al  !l<'vU'w,  .Vpril,  H.M. 
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orse  than  those  of  other  vapitjils ;  perhaps  at  Naples  they 
are  'veu  better." 

The  Countess  Pepoli,  a  lady  of  patriotie  and  literary  faiiiil}',  has 
writtiii  an  able  educational  manual,  in  which  she  claim!-  consider- 
aiion  for  the  number  of  "gotKl  and  virtuous  women"  in  Italy, 
whose  existence  is  ignored  by  the  prejudiced  writers  of  extrava- 
gant diatribes.  But  we  an-  afraid  that  the  very  exception,  and  the 
piiiiis  she  takes  to  prove  the  tempt;itions  to  which  the  married 
wo: nan  is  exposed,  only  affirm  the  truth  of  the  general  charge. 

Wh.itever  allegations  of  veracious  or  exaggerated  unchastity  or 
mimoraliiy  may  Ix-  made  against  the  Italians,  they  are  generally 
to  be  laid  at  the  d<j<)r  of  the  aristocracy  and  upper  classes.  Among 
the  humbler  Italians,  the  peasantry  and  the  country  poor,  there  is 
no  trruund  for  ascribing  to  them  either  greater  idleness  or  worse 
morals  than  are  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 

FiMuidling  hospitids  are  to  be  met  with  in  most  ^eat  cities  of 
Coniiiiental  Europe.  Among  Protestants,  a  strong  prejudice  ex- 
ist*! against  these  institutions.  That  they  prevent  infanticide  is 
self-evident  Their  operation  its  an  eiic^^uragement  of  illicit  inter- 
course can  not  be  estimated  without  some  minute  inquiries  into 
the  illegitimacy  of  places  which  encourage  them,  and  of  others 
which  are  without  them. 

The  projx)rti()n  of  children  in  the  foundling  hospitals  of  Italy  b. 
certainly  large,  but  it  is  believed,  on  good  grounds,  that  a  consid- 
erable number  of  them  art-  legitimate,  and  are  abandoned  by  theii' 
parents  on  account  of  their  }H)verty.  Of  the  really  illegitimate, 
there  are  no  means  of  saving  with  accuracy  (nor,  as  far  as  we 
know,  have  any  attempts  been  made  to  do  so)  to  what  class  of  so- 
ciety the  infants  belong.  Meanwhile,  although  there  is  no  ground 
for  as.«uining  a  larger  proptirtion  of  illegitimate  children  than  in 
northern  climates,  on  the  other  hand,  the  publicly  displayed  pros- 
titution of  Italy  is  infinitely  less. 

Naples  has  a  population  of  about  four  hundred  thousand.  Of 
fifteen  thousand  births  there  are  two  thousand  foundlings ;  we  can 
not  say  illegitimau-a,  for.  owing  to  the  reasons  already  specified, 
there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  facts. 

In  Tu.st-any,  in  1834,  there  were  twelve  thousand  Ibuiidlings  re- 
ceived into  the  various  hospitals. 

The  Hospital  of  the  Santo  Spirito  at  Rome  is  a  foundling  asy- 
lum with  a  revenue  of  al)out  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
.\<»>iu  one  in  sixteen  of  these  children  is  claimed  by  its  parents; 
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The  testimony  of  a  profligate  man  is  raruly  to  be  taken  against 
womcTi ;  and  though  the  witness  be  :i  lord  imd  a  poet,  we  do  not 
know  that  this  should  make  a  ditiereiiee  were  the  '.tase  one  of 
mere  abuse.  Coupled,  however,  sis  the  iiieulpation  is  with  exlen- 
uiitory  remarks,  we  think  Lord  Byron's  olwervations  valuable.  In 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Murray,  the  celebrated  London  publisher  ^  February 
21,  1820),  he  say.s: 

"  You  aflk  me  for  a  volume  of  nmniiers  in  Italy.  Perhaps  I  am  in  the 
c«8e  to  know  more  *'f  them  than  must  EngUshintu.  *»•**£ 
have  lived  in  their  houses,  and  iu  the  heart  of  their  families,  Mmetiines 
merely  »s  Amico  di  Ctua.  luiil  ."^mictimi-s  us  Amico  ili  Ctiort  of  thr  Duma, 
and  in  neither  case  do  I  feel  JiLstiGtMl  in  mukiiig  a  lK»>k  of  thciii.  Their 
moral  is  not  your  nronil ;  their  life  is  not  your  life ;  you  would  nut  under- 
stand it  ;  it  is  not  English,  nor  French,  iiorGenuim,  which  yon  would  all 
understand.  •  *  »  »  •  [  kuow  not  Imw  to  make  you  c<jni|)reliend 
a  peojtle  who  are  at  once  t4;mperate  and  )iniflipite,  .si'rii)us  in  tlieir  rlmracters 
and  hnflTouiiH  in  their  amiuMwents,  capable  of  iniprcsi^iunM  ami  [)u.<st'iti.s  which 
are  at  once  sadden  and  durahle.  *****  I  .should  know  Minie- 
thing  of  tile  matter,  having  had  a  pretty  general  cxiHTicnce  iiiiinrig  thi-ir 
women,  fWim  the  tisheniian's  wife  up  to  the  Ncbil  Daiiia  whom  I  .<iT\-e.  • 
♦  •  *  *  Tliey  are  extremely  tenacious,  and  jealous  as  furies,  not 
permitting  thtMr  lovers  even  to  marry  if  they  can  help  it,  and  keeping  them 
always  to  them  in  pulilic  as  in  private.  *****  T!ie  reason  is, 
that  they  marry  for  their  j>areut»  and  love  for  them.'i<?lve.s.  They  exact 
fidelity  from  a  lover  as  a  deht  of  honor,  while  they  {tay  tho  husUiud  as  B 
tradesman.  You  hear  a  person's  character,  male  or  female,  cuiiv,'iw.'d,  not 
•8  depending  on  their  conduct  t«)  their  hu.>ibuiids  or  wives,  hut  to  thi'ir  mis- 
tress or  lover.  If  I  wrote  a  ijuarto  I  don't  know  that  I  could  do  ni-ire  tliau 
amplify  what  I  Iiave  here  noted.  It  ia  to  be  observed,  that  while  they  do  j 
•11  thui,  the  greatest  outward  respect  is  to  Vw  paid  to  the  hushund:«.  not  only 
by  the  hidiej*,  but  by  their  sen'eHli,  particiiiiirly  if  the  hatband  serve  no  one 
himself  (which  is  not  often  the  ca.se,  however),  so  thatynu  would  often  suj>-  1 
pose  them  ablations,  the  strrenU  making  the  figure  of  one  ailopteii  in  the 
&mily.  ^H)metiined  the  ladies  run  a  little  restive,  and  eln|)e,  or  dixide,  orl 
make  a  scene,  but  this  i.s  at  the  starting,  gencnilly  when  they  know  nnbot-] 
ter.  or  when  they  fall  in  hive  with  a  foreigner,  or  some  such  anouialy,  and 
is  always  reckoned  unne-jessary  and  extravagant." 

A.S  a  counterpoise  to  thes<?  opinions  of  Loi-d  Byron,  it  i.H  I  mi  tairJ 
to  give  that  of  M.Valery,  a  traveler  whose  personal  opi] 
may  havi-  been  less  than  in  the  ctuse  of  the  noble  |M)«a: 
»ls  of  the  Italian  cities,  which  we  still  judge  of  fror* 
plaee  rejKirt.s  of  travelers  of  the  la.st  oenturv,  ar 


ITALY. 


167 


worse  than  thost«  of  other  capitals;  perhaptt  at  Naples  they 
u  bt'tter." 

r'ountess  Pepoli,  a  lady  of  patriotic  and  literary  family,  ha» 

written  nil  able  educatioiuil  inanual,  in  which  she  claims  coiisider- 

ijtion  for  the  number  of  •'good  and  virtuous  women"  in  Italy. 

*bo3e  existence  is  ignored  by  the  prejudiced  writers  of  extrava- 

igimt  diatnb«i.    But  we  are  afraid  that  the  very  exception,  and  the 

jaiiis  she  takes  to  prove  the  temptations  t/j  which  the  married 

wtfiian  18  eX{X)sed,  only  affirm  the  truth  of  the  general  charge. 

I      Whatever  allegation.s  of  veracious  or  exaggerated  unchastity  or 

iiniiiorality  may  l)e  made  against  the  Italians,  they  are  generally 

,  to  be  laid  at  the  d<Mtr  of  the  aristocracy  and  upper  classes,    .\mong 

the  humbler  Italians,  the  peasantry  and  the  country  j)oor,  there  is 

no  ground  for  ascribing  to  them  either  greater  idlenens  or  worse 

lorals  than  are  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 

Foundling  hospitals  are  to  be  met  with  in  most  great  cities  of 

iininental  Europe.     Among  Protesnants,  a  strong  prejudice  ex- 

against  the.se  institutions.     That  tliey  prevent  infanticide  is 

elf-<'vident.    Their  operation  as  an  encouragement  of  illicit  inu*r- 

jurw  can  not  be  estimated  without  some  minute  inquiries  into 

illegitimacy  of  places  which  encourage  them,  and  of  others 

|"*rliich  are  without  them. 

The  projxirtion  of  children  in  the  foundling  hospitals  of  Italy  i.^ 
w^rtainly  laige,  but  it  is  believed,  on  good  grounds,  that  a  consid- 
emble  number  of  them  are  legitimate,  and  an'  abandoned  by  their 
srents  on  account  of  their  poverty.  Of  the  really  illegitimate, 
liere  an'  no  means  of  saying  with  accuracy  (nor.  as  far  as  we 
[know,  have  any  attemj)ts  been  made  to  do  so)  to  what  class  of  so- 
ciety the  infants  belong.  Meanwhile,  although  there  is  no  ground 
irtr  assuming  a  larger  j>roportion  of  illegitimate  children  than  m 
lorthem  climates,  on  tlie  other  hand,  the  publicly  displayetl  jiros- 
iintion  of  Italy  is  inlinitely  less. 

N"     '      '    -      "       •'  ••  n  of  about  four  hundred  tho\isand.     Of 
ift.  rf  an-  two  thousand  foundlings :  we  can 

nv  reasons  already  specified. 

•n  ■   lacts. 

.^■Ivf  thou-sand  foundlings  n- 


•  T^  rue  is  a  foundling  asy- 
i  dollars  per  aunuin. 
'  i  • '  11  is  claimed  by  its  ]mTwtii ; 
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the  majority  are  cared  for.during  infancy  and  childhood, either  in 
the  hospitals  or  with  the  neighboring  peasantry,  with  whom  they 
are  boarded  at  a  small  stipend.  Wlien  of  sufficient  age  they  are 
dismissed  to  work  for  themselves;  but  in  many  of  the  hospitals 
they  have  some  claim  in  after-life  on  occasions  of  distress. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  wide  ditferences  of  national 
character  in  the  various  political  di  visions  of  Italy.  The  vices  of 
laziness,  mendicancy,  and  tiieir  kiniireti  failings  of  licentiousness 
and  unchastity  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  towns,largeand  small.' 
The  peasantry  of  Naples  and  of  the  Papal  States  me  indu.sirious, 
temj^erate ;  and  the  peasant  women,  even  those  who,  from  the  vi- 
cinity of  Rome,  frequent  the  studios  of  the  artists  as  mmlels,  are 
generally  of  unexceptionable  character.'  The  mountaineer-s  of 
the  Abruzzi,  long  infamous  as  iian<litti  (a  stigma  affixed  by  the 
French  or  other  dominant  powers  on  th<5se  who  resistetl  their 
nde),  in  harvest-time  brave  the  deadly  malaria  of  the  f'ampagna 
to  earn  a  few  liri  honestly  for  their  starving  ciiiklren,  although  in 
so  doing  the  man}'  that  never  return  to  their  mountain  homes 
show  the  risks  that  all  have  run.  The  corn,  wine,  and  oil  niised 
in  Italy,  the  well-supplie<l  marketsof  Rome  and  other  cities,  are 
evidence  that  the  peasantry  do  not  all  eat  the  bread  of  idleness. 
The  Papal  States  contain  some  of  the  finest,  richest,  and  best 
cultivated  provinces  in  Italy.'  It  is  in  the  towns  we  must  look 
for  the  worst  results  of  misgovernment  and  bad  example. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

SPAIN. 

Beseinblance  between  Sp&nish  and  Roman  Laws  on  Prostitution. — Code  of  Al- 
phonM-  IX. — Reisult  of  Druconinti  Lcgislatioi]. — RuRIhiu. — (-ourt  Morn)?. — 
Brotlicls. — Valpiifin. — he.«s  for  the  Regulation  of  Vice. — f'oncul>ine«  lefrally 
tecognixed.  —  Sylihilis. — Corlejo. — Reformatory  Institutions  at  BHlcelona.— 
Prostitution  in  Spain  at  the  Prewnt  day.— iMadrid  Foundling  Uo»pital. 

Between  the  ancient  Spaniards  and  the  Romans  a  most  inti- 
mate connection  subsisted  from  an  early  pericKl  of  the  Roman  r©. 
public,  and  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  former  bore  the  closest  re- 
semblance to  those  of  the  latter.    This  affinity  continued  so  long 

'  IliMory  of  lliily:  Family  Library,  vol.  iii. 

*  Roman  R«'public.  IM-lii  ;  Home,  by  a  New  Yorker.  '  Valety. 
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as  the  Roman  empire  had  a  name,  and  after  the  eetabiishment 
of  Christianity  as  the  state  religion,  the  ties  of  kindi-ed  and 
dependence  were  drawn  still  closer,  for  the  Spanish  kingdom 
iia.s  ever  been  the  favored  heritage,  and  its  ruiere  tiie  most 
obedient  sons  of  Rome.  Thus  the  maxims  of  the  Roman  civil 
law  were  early  incorporateii  into  the  jwlitical  system,  and  they 
still  remain  the  chief  pillare  of  Spanish  jurisprudence.  Accord- 
ingly, we  find,  in  their  legislation  on  prostitution,  that  the 
Spaniards,  together  with  the  general  theories,  adoptei:!  the 
specific  enactments  of  othfr  Latin  nations. 

By  the  code  of  Aiphonse  IX.,  in  the  twelfth  century,  pro- 
curers were  to  be  condemneil  to  "civil  death."  Such  offendere 
were  thus  classified : 

1.  Men  who  trafficked  in  del)auchery  ;  these  were  to  be  banished. 

2.  Keepers  of  houses  of  sccoiumodation,  who  were  to  be  fined,  and  their 
houses  confiscated. 

3.  IJrotlu'l-keepers  who  hired  out  prostitutes,  svhich  prostitutus,  if  slaves, 
were  to  be  iiiiiuumitte<1  ;  if  free,  were  to  be  downed  at  the  cost  of  the  of- 
fenders, so  that  tliey  might  have  a  chance  of  marriage. 

4.  Husbatids  conniving  at  the  prostitution  or  dishonor  of  their  wives; 
these  were  liable  to  capital  puuiahmcut. 

a.  A  class  of  persons  styled  Kuffluni  (whence  the  modem  word  rutiiun). 

These  latter  were  analogous  to  the  pimp  and  bully  of  the 
jiresent  day,  and,  from  the  re|)eated  and  very  severe  laws 
against  them,  seem  to  have  given  great  trouble  to  the  authori- 
tit»s.  They  were  banished,  flogged,  imprisoneii  ;  in  sliort,  got 
rid  of  on  any  terms.  Girls  who  supported  them  were  publicly 
whipped,  and  the  gonei-i!  laws  upon  the  matter  were  simihtr  to 
those  noted  in  the  previous  chapter  on  Italy. 

In  SjMiin,  the  profligacy  of  public  morals  attained  a  pitch  be- 
yond all  precetlent ,  |v)8sii»ly  owiii;:,  ii  some  measure,  to  Draconian 
legislation.  Further  laws  wciw  from  time  to  time,  passed  against 
the  Rurtiani,  as  preceding  e<licts  had  fallen  into  desuetude,  and 
their  presence  and  traffic  wjis  encouraged  by  the  pri>stitiites. 
These  latter  were  forbidden  to  harlwr  the  men,  and  on  breach  of 
this  prohibition  wt-n^  to  be  branded,  |)ublicly  whip|>ed,and  Iwnish- 
ed  the kinplom.  Procurers,  procuresses,  adulteresses,  and  moth- 
ers who  traffickeii  in  tlieirchildren's  vlnwe.fxeej'f  under presiture 
of  tM-trtme  icioit.  were  punished  by  niiitilatioii  uf  the  nose. 

In  15o2and  1566,edicts  were  again  passed  against  the  Ruffiani. 
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They  were  styled  a  highly  objectionable  class,  dangerous  to  pub- 
lic order.  On  the  first  conviction  as  a  ruffiano,  the  offender  was 
sentenced  to  ten  years  at  tin-  o:alieys ;  for  a  second  conviction,  lie 
received  two  hundred  blows,  nnd  sent  to  the  galleys  for  life. 

Up  to  this  time  the  court  of  Spain  seems  to  have  been  almost 
as  strongly  tinctured  with  licentiousness  as  those  of  other  nations. 
About  the  middle  of  the  tifteenth  century,  Henry  IV.divorceilhis 
wife.  Blanche  of  Aragon,  after  a  union  of  twelve  years,  the  mar- 
riageljeingpubliciydecliii'H<l  void  by  the  Bisliopof  Segovia,  whose 
sentence  wn&  contirmed  by  the  Arch ijishup  of  Toledo,  "p<>r  imp<>- 
teihcia  re«i}ectiva, ow\ng  to  some  malign  influence."  Henry  subse- 
quently espousetl  JtjJinnu,  sister  <»f  Aljilionse  V.,  King  of  Portugal. 
The  bride  wasaccoinpanieti  by  a  brilliant  train  of  maidens,  and 
her  entrance  intoCastile  was  gi-eetetl  by  the  festivities  and  mili- 
tary pageants  which  belonged  to  the  age  of  chivalry.  In  her  own 
country  Joanna  had  been  ardently  behived  ;  in  the  hinil  of  her 
adoption  her  light  and  lively  manners  gave  occasion  to  the 
grossest  suspicions.  Scandal  nametl  the  Cavalier  BeUran  de  la 
Cueva  a.s  her  most  favore<l  lover.  He  was  one  of  the  liand- 
somest  men  in  the  kingdom.  At  a  tournament  near  Madrid 
he  maintained  the  superior  beauty  of  his  mistress  against  all 
comei-s,  and  displaye*!  so  much  prowess  in  the  presence  of  the 
king  as  induced  Henry  to  commemorate  tlje  event  by  the  erec 
tion  of  a  mona,stery  dedicate<l  to  St.  John.'  It  does  not  appear, 
however,  whom  Beltran  de  la  Cueva  indicated  as  the  lady  of 
his  lovu  on  tiiis  occasion. 

Two  anecdotes  may  be  mentioned  lus  characteristic  of  the 
gallantry  of  the  times.  The  Archbishop  of  Seville  concluded  a 
superby<V<',  given  in  honor  of  the  royal  nuptials,  by  inlriKlucing 
on  the  table  two  vases  filU><i  with  rings  garnished  with  precious 
stones,  to  be  distribut^nl  among  his  female  guests.  At  a  ball 
given  on  another  occasion,  ilie  young  t]Uecn  having  conde- 
scended to  dance  with  the  French  embassjidor,  the  latter  made 
a  solemn  vow  never  to  dnnoe  with  any  other  woman. 

While  the  queen's  levity  iai<l  her  ojx'u  to  suspicion,  ilie  licen- 
tiousness ol  her  husband  was  undisguisett.  ( )nc  of  Joiinna's  maids 
of  honor  acquired  an  Jisoendency  over  Henry  which  he  did  not 
attempt  to  conceal,  and  after  the  exhibition  of  some  disgraceful 
scenes,  the  palace  became  divided  by  the  factions  of  the  hostile 
'Prescott,  Hiistory  of  Fettliuand  and  Uubella,  i.  46. 
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fair  ones.  The  Archbishopof  Seville  did  not  blusli  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  the  paramour,  who  maintaine<l  a  miignlHcenoe  of  state 
which  rivuleti  royalty  itself.  The  public  were  still  more  .scandal- 
ized by  Henry's  sacrilegious  intrusion  of  anotherof  his  mistresses 
into  the  post  of  abbess  of  a  convent  in  Toledo,  after  the  e.\pulsion 
of  her  predecessor,  a  lady  of  irreproachable  character. 

These  examples  of  corruption  inlluencetl  alike  the  people  and 
the  clergy.  The  middle  class  imitated  their  superiors,  and 
indulge<l  in  an  exce.ss  of  luxury  equally  demoralizing  and  ruin- 
ous. The  Archbislnjp  of  St.  James  was  hunted  from  his  se^?  b^' 
the  indignant  jvopulace  in  consequence  of  an  outnige  attempted 
on  a  youtiiful  bridp  as  she  was  returning  from  church  after  the 
performance  of  the  nuptial  ceremony.' 

Under  the  reign  of  Fetilinand  and  Isabella  a  total  change 
was  effectetl.  "They  both  exhibiletl  a  practical  wisdom  in 
their  own  pei'sonai  relations  which  always  ci)muvands  iL'S|)ect, 
ami  which,  however  it  may  have  savoietl  of  \v<jrldly  jxjlicy  in 
Ferdinand,  was,  in  his  consort,  founded  on  the  purest  and  most 
exah«d  principles.  Under  such  a  sovereign,  the  court,  which 
ha<l  been  little  better  than  a  brothel  in  the  preceding  reign, 
became  the  nursery  of  virtue  and  generous  ambition.  Isatwlla 
Avatcheil  assiduously  over  the  nurture  of  the  higii-!K>rn  damsels 
of  the  court,  whom  she  received  into  the  royal  palace,  causing 
them  to  be  educate<l  under  her  own  eye,  and  endowing  them 
with  liberal  portions  on  their  marriage."' 

Joanna,  the  second  daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  was 
unfortunate  in  her  marriage  to  Philip,  son  of  the  Archduke  Maxi- 
milian, andsovereii'n— in  right  of  his  mrrther — of  the  Low  Conn- 
tries.  The  couple  embarked  for  Flanders  in  the  year  1504.  ami 
Boon  after  their  arrival  the  incon.stancy  of  the  husband  and  tiie 
ungovernable  sensibility  of  the  wife  occasioned  some  scandalous 
scenes.  Philip  was  o{)enly  enamoretl  of  one  of  the  latliesin  her 
suite,  ami  his  injure*!  wife,  in  a  paroxysm  of  jetilousy,  personally 
assaulte*!  her  rival,  and  caused  the  Ix^auttful  locks  which  had 
excited  the  a<imiration  of  her  fickle  iiusband  to  be  shorn  from  her 
iiead.  This  outrage  so  affected  Philip  that  he  vented  his  indig- 
nation against  Joanna  in  the  coareest  and  most  unmanly  terms, 
and  finallv  refused  to  have  any  farllier  intercourse  with  her." 

Public  brothels  were  eslablishe<l  in  Spain. as  in  other  countries 
» Prescott.  1  K.etaeQ.  « Id.  i.  HT  •  Id,  iii.  171. 
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of  Europe,  one  of  great  extent  being  in  existence  in  Valencia  in 
the  fifteenth  century.  It  constituted  a  complete  -mburb  in  itself, 
similar  to  the  Ghetto,  or  Jews'  .suburb  of  most  eapiiul.  cities.  In- 
deed, from  its  description,  it  is  doubtful  if  it  was  not  a  rogue's 
sanctuary,  similar  to  the  well  known  Alsatia  in  London.  It  was 
surrounded  by  a  wall  with  one  gate  only,  at  which  a  warder  was 
stationed.  He  was  a  public  city  officer,  and  one  of  his  duties  was 
to  warn  all  comers  of  the  rusk  their  proj>erty  ran  in  visiting  such 
a  place.  If  they  wished  to  leave  valuables  in  his  care  they  could 
do  so,  and  receive  them  on  their  exit.  There  were  some  hundreds 
of  girls  resident  in  this  vast  rlen  of  iniquity.  To  add  to  the  dis- 
grace of ! lie  locality,  the  place  of  puVjIic  execution  was  at  its  gate. 

In  l-W*},  the  rents,  profits  and  emoluments  of  the  public  broth- 
els ol'  Seville  were  assigned  U)  AJouzo  Fajardo,  the  master  of  the 
royal  table. 

In  1559,  there  is  an  enactment  in  Granada  fixing  the  rents  to  be 
paid  by  the  women  for  their  room.s  and  accommodation  in  public 
brotlicLs,  and  alsti  detailing  the  fiirnimri'  and  I'mA  with  which  they 
were  to  be  provided  in  return.  This  is  similar  to  the  minute  leg- 
islation of  the  German  cities.  Thi.s  public  jirovi.sion  having  bt'cn 
made,  no  person  was  allowed  to  lend  the.st  women  bed-linen. 

The  authorities  of  various  cities  might  not  permit  a  prostitute 
to  resid<"  in  the  town  without  previous  examination  by  a  duly  li- 
cen.sed  physician,  who  was  to  declare,  upon  oath,  whether  the 
woman  then  wjis  or  ba<l  recently  been  dist-ast'd. 

By  some  of  the  Spani.sh  laws,  varruf/anaK  (kept  mistresses  or 
Oincubiiie.s)  seem  to  have  l>e<Mi  a  legal  institution,  for  men  of  rank 
were  forbidden  to  take  sl«ve-<laneers,  tavi-m-servants,  procures-ses, 
or  prostitiili.'s  as  concubines.  This  breach  of  the  ordinary  insti- 
tutions of  (Jhiistiaiiity  may  jirobably  havi-  iK'en  a  e^jmpromuse  of 
Moorish  and  Christian  usages  and  morals.  Before  the  final  deatl- 
ly  struggle  which  ende<i  in  thi-  expulsion  of  the  Moors,  intermar- 
riages were  not  uncommon  among  the  two  peoples.  Interchange 
of  friendship  an<l  close  intimncy  existed  between  the  race,s,  and  a 
mutual  tolerance  of  eiu-h  other's  laws  and  customs  was  m.iintaiu- 
ed,  except  by  the  enthusia.sts  <>f  eitluT  religion. 

The  Spanish  jurists  distinctly  recognized  the  woman's  right  to 
recover  the  wages  of  her  infamy.  The  -scholiasts  struck  out  vari- 
ous fine  distinctions,  for  which  the  monkish  dialecticians  were  so 
deservedly  ridiculed  by  the  free-thinkers  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  these  were  debated  and  discussed  with  the  utmost  eager- 
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nes8.'  One  qufstion  was  whether,  if  the  man  paid  beforehand, 
and  the  wouian  refused  to  complete  the  contract,  he  could  compel 
her?  The  weight  of  opinion  seemed  to  be  that,  as  he  contem- 
plated an  imrijoralitv,  he  could  neither  recover  the  money  nor  en- 
force the  agreement.  Another  equally  importiint  point  was  the 
use  to  which  the  gains  of  prostitution  might  be  lawfully  applied. 
The  legality  of  their  gains  would  seem  to  have  overridden  the 
mode  of  tht-ir  expenditure,  but  casuists  thought  otherwise,  and. 
by  a  royal  edict  of  Alphonse  IX.,  it  wa.s  decided  that  priests  could 
not  receive  funds  obtained  from  such  impure  sources. 

By  tlie  old  Spani.>!li  law  prostitutes  were  subjected  to  various 
disabilities  )n  matters  of  inhentance  t>r  testamentary  disposition. 
Aa  mentioned  in  the  review  of  the  old  German  customs,  the 
Church  considcR-d  it  a  meritorious  act  to  marry  a  harlot,  on  the 
assumption  that  thereby  a  brand  was  savetl  from  the  Viurniug.' 
It  is  rehited  of  a  yoimg  man  that,  while  being  led  to  the  scaffold, 
a  court«'san,  struck  by  his  manly  beauty  and  bearing,  offered  to 
marry  him,  whereby,  in  virtue  of  a  law  or  ustige,  his  life  would  be 
SKved,  He  rejected  her  proposition,  as  existence  was  not  worth 
redt-inption  at  such  a  price.  It  is  added  that  his  life  was  never- 
theless spared,  in  consideration  of  his  .spirit  and  courage. 

In  1570,  by  order  of  Philip  II.,  the  regidations  in  force  in  the 
principal  towns  of  Andalusia  wen*  t-xtendcd  to  those  of  Castile. 
By  these  it  wa.s  enacted  that  a  woman  became  a  prostitute  of  licr 
own  free  will,  and  that  no  one  could  comf)el  her  to  continue  such, 
even  tltough  she  had  incurred  debts.  A  surgeon  was  dir«el<^d  to 
pay  hi-r  a  weekly  visit  at  her  house,  aud  report  to  the  deputies  of 
the  Consistory  those  who  were  disejised,  in  order  that  tht-y  might 
be  removed  to  hospital.  The  keeper  of  a  brothel  could  not  re- 
ceive into  his  hous<»  any  one  who  had  not  been  previously  exam 
ined,  nor  allow  any  one  who  wjis  disensul  to  remain  there,  imder 
a  fine  of  a  thousand  miiravedi.s,  with  thirty  days'  imprisonment. 
Each  room  was  to  contain  certain  furniture,  aud  the  house  was  to 
be  closed  on  holidays,  during  Lent,  Ember  Week,  and  on  all  fast 
days,  under  a  punishment  of  a  hundred  stripes  to  each  wt)man 

Vi)lTi«irc  siiyii  thai  iho»(>  fimrient  qaeittion<i  wrre  dcbntod  wilh  ft  pisto  and  u 
minulrncM.  iif  detftil  n<ii  fuund  ebewtiere.  He  instance?!  a  variety  ut'  thuM-  ufa«uid 
theorems. 

It  nuv  be  imHfrinrd,  b«  »h»  ihc  caw  in  Berlin,  that  this  behest  flowed  from  the 
Irfecular  manner  and  conduct  of  the  i-lerpv  ;  but  N>me  of  the  fathers  of  the  Church 
enirrtiiioed  and  kT'wed  thi»  upioiun  ni  a  time  when  the  morals  of  the  cIcikv  were 
not  o|<en  to  impeachment. 
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who  received  visitors,  as  well  as  to  the  keeper  of  the  house. 
These  and  other  orders  were  to  be  hung  upon  different  parts  of 
the  house,  under  a  line  (^about  six  dollai-s)  and  eight  days'  im- 
prisonment. 

The  subject  of  venereal  disease  in  Spain  has  acquired  some  in- 
terest from  a  generally  receiveil  opiniim  that  iisapjieanmce  was 
made  in  that  country,  whence  it  Wiisdisseniinatwl  throughout  Kn- 
ro|>t'.  Coluinbus  and  his  crew  were  reported  to  have  inlroducetf 
it  from  America,  but  later  investigations  liave  proveti  that  syph- 
ilis was  not  known  on  this  side  of  the  Athmtic  until  imported  by 
Europeans.  Facts  have  been  advanced  in  jireceding  pages  show- 
injr  its  almost  simultaneous  apjiearance  in  Italy  and  Sjjaiu,  and 
we  recur  to  the  subject  now  merely  with  reference  to  tlie  theory 
of  its  American  origin.  A  late  woi"k,  Lettere  nuU.a  Storia  de  Mali 
F^M/'/v/,  di  Dometiice  Th{en>\  Venezia,  1>*28,  enumerates  some 
proofs  on  the  question.  The  main  points  are :  1.  That  neither 
Columbus  nor  his  son  allude,  in  any  way,  to  such  a  disease  in  the 
New  World.  2.  Among  frequent  notices  of  tlie  dise.'ise  in  the 
twenty-five  years  following  tiie  distxjvery  uf  America,  there  is  no 
mention  of  its  originating  theiv,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  uniform 
derivation  of  it  from  some  other  source  is  assigned.  3.  That  the 
disoi-der  was  known  and  descril»ed  before  the  siege  of  Naples,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  iutrmluced  by  the  Spaniards  at  that  time. 
4.  That  it  was  knovvn  in  a  variety  of  countries  in  1493  and  the 
early  part  of  1494;  a  rapidity  of  diffusion  irreconcilable  with  its 
imjiortation  by  Columbus  in  1493.  5.  That  tlie  first  work  pro- 
fessing to  trace  its  origin  in  America  was  not  publisiie<l  till  1517. 
and  was  the  production,  not  of  u  Spaniard,  but  a  foi-eigner.  The 
question  of  its  origin  is  more  definitely  settled  bya  letterof  Peter 
Martyr,  noticing  the  symptoms  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner, 
and  dated  April  5,  14S8.  Some  doubts  have  Ix'en  thrown  open 
the  accuRicv  of  this  letter,  but  they  do  not  invalidate  it.' 

In  Madrid,  in  1522,  a  special  hospital  for  venereal  patients  was 
foundetl  by  Antoine  Martin,  of  the  order  of  St.  Jean  de  Dieu. 
In  l.")75  the  Sjwniaixis  passe<l  an  onlinance  that  no  female  do- 
mestics under  forty  years  of  age  should  be  taken  to  service  by 
unmarried  men.  The  tenor  of  this  law  bespeaks  the  evil  in- 
tende<l  to  be  remedied. 

'  Presoott'g  History  of  KertUnanil  Hnd  IsabcUu.  ii.  302  (uote).  The  leitnuMl 
historiui  argues  the  subject  at  some  length. 
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Tn  the  present  day,  little  is  done  in  Spain  in  reference  to  pros- 
titution by  legislation  on  the  subject.  In  his  memoir  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Brussels  Congress,  Ramon  de  la  Segi'u  tells  us  that  the 
old  edicts  have  gradually  become  obsolete,  and  that  neither  the 
municipal  aulliorities  or  general  government  take  any  farther  in- 
terest in  the  question.  It  is  said  that  in  J>eville  first  class  houses 
of  prostitution  have  a  custom  of  retaining  the  services  of  a  physi- 
cian at  their  own  expense,  whose  oflSce  is  to  attend  and  make  ex- 
aminnlions  uf  the  women.  Cadiz  is  notorious  for  its  attractive 
climate  and  its  dissipations.' 

In  the  last  century  a  tone  of  manners  prevailetl  in  tin-  Spanish 
peninsula  which  was  materiallv  changetl  by  the  French  ix'cupa- 
tion  sweeping  away  many  of  the  laxities  of  the  age.  In  ITSM  the 
Italian  system  of  an  attendant  upon  marriiHl  ladies  was  adopted 
in  SjMiin.  These  were  termed  Cort4>jon,  and  it  is  stated  thai  in 
the  cities  they  wereprinei|)ally  military  men,  but  in  the  C(juntry 
the  monks  j^erfoniietl  the  duly.  The  fidelity  and  affection  of 
the  women  were  tlirecte<l  to  their  gallants,  and  it  even  was 
thought  tiiscreditable,  without  very  sufficient  reason,  to  Ije  guilty 
of  fickleness  in  this  particular.  Married  men  were  even  tiie  cor- 
Ujos  of  other  men's  wives,  neglecting  their  own,  or  leaving  them 
to  follow  the  Iwnt  of  their  private  inclinations.  No  husband 
was  jealous,  but  it  was  etiquette  for  Spanish  ladies  to  keep  up  an 
external  decorum,  and  to  abstain  from  marked  attentions  to  a 
I'ort^ejo  in  the  husband's  presence,  although  he  might  be  jierfectly 
aware  of  his  wife's  infidelity,  and  of  her  lover's  presence  in  the 
house.'  A  curious  illustnition  of  this  extraf)nlinary  state  of  |iub- 
lic  manners  is  given  in  an  incident  that  occurretl  in  Carthagena. 
A  gentleman  one  morning  remarketl  to  a  friend,  "  Before  I  go 
to  rest  this  night  the  whole  city  will  be  thrown  into  confusion." 
He  occasionetl  this  pidilic  disortler  by  going  home  an  hour 
sooner  than  his  usual  time,  whereby  his  wife's  cortejo  was  com- 
pelled to  be^U  a  precipitfite  retreat.  The  corlejo^a  arrival  at  his 
own  house  protluce*!  a  similar  effect,  which  was  multiplied 
through  polite  society  all  round  the  town. 

'  Byrnn  comniemor«le*  tlie  l)cuuty  of  thi'  women  of  Cadiz,  and,  in  liis 
dei«Tiption  of  tho  ^liipwreck,  saves  the  mate  from  l)eing  eaten  by  his  starved 
coni|ianions  on  account  of 

"  A  nnsll  pirneot  niailf  to  hliii  «l  CAdll, 
By  general  fuh*crlpli'*n  M  the  Udtca." 

•  Townsend  :  Travels  in  Spain  in  1786  and  1787. 
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Bv  ilie  Spauish  laws,  which  wt;ri;  in  many  proviiicet.  especially 
fuvonible  to  women,  they  could  make  ex  park  cases  agaiasi  th*«ir 
husbaucls  of  ill  treatment,  and  if  they  had  beaten  them  the  punish- 
ment might  be  made  very  severe.  These  laws  were,  as  may  be 
supposL'd.  the  frequent  means  of  flagrant  injustice. 

lu  Barcelona  there  wa.s  a  Magdalen  institution,  having  the 
double  ')bject  'if  reforming  prostitutes  and  of  correcting  women 
who  failed  in  the  marriage  vow,  or  who  neglected  or  disgraced 
their  families.  The  former  department  was  called  the  Casa  d{ 
Galera  :  the  latter,  the  Casa  dc  Correccion.  The  prostitutes  wen 
partially  supported  at  the  public  cost,  their  extra  food,  Ix-yond 
bread  and  meat,  being  provided  by  their  own  labor,  to  wiiich  they 
were  obliged  to  ilevot4>  themselves  all  <lay.  The  lady  culprits 
were  supporti-d  by  their  relations.  They  were  impris<ined  by  the 
sentence  of  a  particular  court,  on  the  complaint  of  a  member  of 
their  family,  and  they,  as  well  as  the  prostitutes,  were  required 
to  work.  When  deemed  neces.sary,  these  ort'cnders  recei\'ed  jicr- 
sonal  correction.  Drunkenness  was  one  of  the  grounds  of  incarcera 
tion.  The  precise  oflfenses  are  not  mentioni-d  Vn'  our  author,'  bii» 
the  fa-'hioiis  ami  customs  of  nations  are  so  distinct,  that  indiscre- 
tion, or  even  familiarity  in  one,  might  be  immorality  in  another. 
A  leading  principle  in  Sj)aiiish  manners  is  not  to  give  offense. 
People  may  \h^  as  vicious  as  they  please ;  it  may  be  even  notion 
ous  that  they  are  so,  but  their  manners  must  be  outwanily  correct 
There  is  little  doubt  the  violation  of  this  maxim  was  the  principa 
cause  of  imprisonment. 

In  Barcelona  there  was  also,  in  1780,  a  foundling  hospital  lib- 
erally supported.  A  curious  custom  ~was  obser\'cd  in  refen-nco 
to  the  girls.  They  were  led  in  procession  when  of  marriageable 
age,  and  any  one  who  took  a  fancy  to  a  young  woman  might  ask 
lier  hand,  indicating  his  choice  by  throwing  a  handkerchief  on 
her  in  public. 

In  the  Asturias  certain  forms  of  disease  appeared  with  excessive 
virulence,  and  were  very  common.  Syphilis  was  prevalent. 
There  was  a  hospital  at  Oviedo  for  iut  euro,  but  patients  h}.d  con- 
siderable reluctance  to  apply  to  it.  Whether  incident  to  this  prev- 
alence of  .syphilis  or  not,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  but 
leprosy  was  very  general,  and  there  were  twenty  or  more  large 
houses  for  its  cure  in  the  Asturias.  The  <»rnmon  itch  in  a  high- 
ly aggravated  form  was  also  general,  and  often  productive  of  par- 
asitical vermin. 

'  Towniend. 
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Til-'  present  stale  of  Spanisli  society  is  the  subject  of  the  ixaual 
dL*r;i_'paucie8  betweeu  travelers,  owing  to  their  difl'ereiit  preju- 
dic-'«,  means  of  inforniatioii,  or  opportunities  of  making  oljserva- 
tions.  No  country  of  Europe  retains  more  of  its  original  peculi- 
arities and  national  habits  than  Spaiu.  Under  the  fervid  sun  of 
Andalusut,  the  same  rigomua  obstirvance  of  proprit'ties  is  hardly 
to  be  found  as  in  the  northern  climate  of  Biscay,  whose  hardy 
sous  have  ever  been  the  defenders  of  their  rights  and  political 
privileges.  Madrid,  as  the  capital,  might  be  thought  a  fair  illus- 
tration of  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  great  bulk  of  ihe  city 
j)opulatious,  whose  peculiarities  of  ntce  have  uot  been  smoothed 
away  by  intercommunication,  the  traveling  facilities  of  Spain  be- 
ing yet  among  the  worst  in  Europe.  The  descendants  of  the  Goth 
and  the  Moor  are  still  distinct  in  chanicter.  A  geneml  prejudice 
exists  as  to  the  morality  of  Southern  nations  in  Europe-,  and  the 
Spanish  women  are  by  no  means  exempt  from  a  full  share  of  this 
unfortunate  opinion.     Nevertheless,  a  recent  writer  says: 

"  I  !<peak  my  sincere  opinion  when  I  say  tliat,  with  the  exception  of  a 
fe«  rasliiiiiialiie  persons,  whose  lives  do  indeed  soem  to  f)a».s  in  one  constant 
round  uf  di)«i}>ation8,  whose  time  ia  tijtent  in  driving  on  tlic  Prado,  attending 
the  theatre,  the  opera,  or  the  hnll-room,  precisely  as  their  oompeers  do  in 
evfiy  other  great  city,  the  Sjianish  women  are  the  most  domestic  in  the 
world,  the  must  devoted  to  the  care  of  th;Mi  children,  the  must  tnily  pious, 
and  thf  Viest  mlna<rire».  This  lutt<:r  circumHtance  may  arise  fmin  the  fact 
that  thi-ir  fortunes  are  rarely  ccjiml  to  their  rank,  and  that  a  liivinh  expend- 
iture would  txxm  bring  niin  upon  the  posseasorH  of  the  mijst  ancient  names 
and  must  sjilendid  {mlaces  in  >Lkdrid.'" 

This  o]>iiiion  IS  eonlin.d  solely  to  the  higher  classes  of  the  city 
of  Miitlriil.  It  expresses  nothing  as  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  pop- 
uh-tion,  and,  however  gratif^'ing  the  record  of  worth  may  be,  we 
fear  the  eulog^^  must  be  taken  cum  grano  sub's. 

Of  the  t-dueation  of  Spanish  women,  Mrs.  Donn  Piatt  states  that, 
by  i-enflt/u  of  the  small  fortunes  of  the  nobility,  the  daughters  of 
an  ancient  house  must  be  made  \iseful  before  they  are  accomplish- 
ed ;  that  the  first  consideration,  however,  is  their  religious  e<luca- 
tion,  to  wliich,  and  to  the  preparation  for  confirmation — the  great 
juvenih-  rite  of  Catholic  countries — the  uunost  care  and  atuntion 
are  devoted.  Next  after  their  religious  tuition,  the  greatest  pains 
are  taken  to  make  them  accomplished  housekeepers.  They  are 
taaght  to  make  their  own  clothes,  to  keep  accounts,  to  regulate 

>  Attkchr  in  Madrid:   Appleton.  1 866,  p.  64. 
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tlioir  expenditure,  aud  to  attfiul  to  the  iimst  uiimite  details  i-t  the 
fatuiiy  i-conoiuy.  The  advautagos  uf  a  gcMxl  solid  edueaiiou  are 
not  neglected ;  their  natural  capacity  and  innate  taste  for  the  arts, 
osjM^cially  tm  musicians  and  jiaiiitiis,  ra]>idly  ueveldp  tlifnisclves, 
under  very  niudenite  tuition,  to  acquirements  of  a  superior  eluinic- 
ter,  and  the  productions  of  young  women  of  high  station  are 
sjioki'ii  of  with  much  adininitioii.  One  trait  of  Spanish  charaetiT 
that  speaks  lomUy  in  favor  of  tiie  women  is  the  lievotion.  resjxret, 
aud  obedience  paid  by  sons  to  their  mothers  long  after  age  has 
relieved  tbern  from  matormd  tutelage. 

In  MadricJ  there  is  a  hospital  for  foundlings,  which  an-  said  U> 
amount  to  about  four  thousimd  annually.  These  &rv  actual  lound- 
lings,  exposed  publicly  to  the  compassion  of  the  charitable.  It  is 
principally  .served  by  the  Sistere  of  Charity.  The  infants  are  in- 
trusted to  nurses,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  they  are  transfern-d  to 
the  Iksam/Hiradoji  (unpniteetcd)  college,  where  ttu-y  receive  in- 
struction in  the  simpler  rudiments  of  cduattion,  and  their  religious 
and  moral  training  is  eared  for.  There  is  alsti  an  a.sylum  to  which 
othei-s  are  drafted  to  learn  .some  praelii-al  haudieraft,  such  as  glove- 
making,  straw-hat  making,  »'tnbroiderv,  etc.,  and  which  seems,  in  a 
great  meflsuri",  a  .self-sitftporting  institution. 

There  are  thre;:;  Magdalen  Hospitals:  St.  Nicholas  de  Barr, 
founded  in  Kifll  for  women  of  the  better  class,  who  are  banished 
for  misconduct  from  the  homes  of  their  husbands  aud  fathers;  that 
of  the  Arrfpeiiliilos,  for  penitents ;  and  that  of  the  Reayidw,  found- 
ed in  1(537,  for  the  correction  of  women  .s<"nt  there  by  their  fami- 
lies, in  order  that  they  may  be  induced  to  return  to  the  paths  of 
virtue. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

PORTLCAI-. 

•""onvrntual  Life  in  17S0. — Dcjinivity  of  Worn"!!. — Imv/h  npainot  Adiilli-n'  and 
1{«|K'. — Venereal  Diseust'. — Illiciiimncv. — Foumlliiii;  Hu«|<ilaLi  of  LmImiii  and 
Opurtu. — Kint>ular  Iu«titution!i  for  Wive*. 

A  WRiTKR  on  Portugal,  in  the  year  1780,  complain!*  of  the 
scauflalous  licentiousness  of  the  monks  and  nuns,  of  whom  there 
were  no  less  than  two  hundr<'d  and  fiftv  thousiuid  in  a  population 
of  two  millions.  It  is  said  that  the  convent  Odivelas,  the  harem 
of  the  monarch  John  V.,  contJiined  three  hundred  women,  aeconni- 
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siller  iheir  regard  for  female  virtue,  or  their  cultivation  of  the  ma- 
ternal tenderness  and  solicitude  natural  to  all  created  beings. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Oporto,  country  women  may  lie  met 
conveying  little  babies  to  the  Foundling  Ilospital.  four  oi-  live  to 
gcther,  in  a  basket.  These  helpless  creatui-cs  are  the  illcgitiiiiate 
children  of  peasant  girls,  openly  deserted  in  the  villages,  and  thus 
foi-warded  by  the  authorities  to  the  care  of  those  pious  strangers 
who  underUike  their  nurture  and  pn?servation.' 

In  these  cases,  sjiya  Mr.  Kingston,  the  females  are  not  treated 
by  their  parents  with  any  harshness  or  rigor.  They  are  rather 
compaasionat'd  for  their  misfortune,  and  are  only  sent  away  from 
home  when  found  obstinately  persistent  in  a  eoui-se  of  evil. 

As  may  l:)e  supposed,  the  foundling  hospitals  have  abundant 
claims  on  their  funds.  The  Real  Ca.sapia,  at  Belem,  near  Li.^bon, 
and  another  hospital  in  Lisbon  attached  to  the  Casii  dc  MiM-rieor- 
dia,  n^eeive  together  nearly  three  thousand  children,  who  are 
brought  up  to  different  callings,  and  otherwise  prepar<Ml  t'nr  active 
life,  as  is  usual  in  such  institutions.  Then;  is  a  similar  ai^ylum, 
equally  frequented,  in  Oporto.  In  this  citA'  then-  is  also  an  asylum 
in  which  husbands  may  place  their  wives  during  their  own  ab- 
sence from  home.  It  often  happens  that  ladies,  on  such  occa- 
sitms,  enter  the  asylum  of  thtMr  own  accord. 

There  is  also  in  Oporto  an  establishment  in  the  nature  of  a  Pen- 
itentiary, in  which  husbands  may  immure  their  faithless  wives,  or 
even  those  who  give  grounds  of  suspicion.  It  is  presumed  that 
in  the  ninettn'nth  centur\'.  t  veu  in  Portugal,  this  rnu.st  be  done 
under  <-olor  of  some  legal  authoricy. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

ALGEKI.\. 

I'rosiiimion  in  Algiers  before  the  Comiuesi. — Mezonar. — Ummlnral  Vici-s. — Tun 
on  Prostitutes. — Deerce  of  1837. — Corniptiou. — Nnmber  of  Prostimti>  uiid  Pop- 
ulation.— Nationulity  of  Prostitiiio». — Cims<r»  of  Pnwtitmion. — Brotlii-i>. — Clan- 
destine Pro!<titiilion. — Bntlis. — Dispensary. — Syiihilis. — Punishment  of  Prosti- 
tutes. 

A  I'AMi'HLET  has  lately  appeared  in  France  07i  the  sul>f<>et  of 
P  •n-^ritntion  in  .Algiers.     Its  author.  Dr.  E.  .\.  Dnchf  sn-.  lets  ren- 
'  Kiiij.'-ton.  Sketrhes  in  I.iisitiinlii.  I84.">. 
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dered  service  bv  colloctiiig  a  large  nuinlxT  of  iin|Kii-tant  facte  and 
statistical  ilata.' 

When  the  French  conquered  Algioi-s  in  1880,  they  found  pros- 
titvjtion  established  there,  and  prevailing  to  a  largo  extent.  So 
far  as  we  aif  able  to  ajjcertain,  it  hail  always  been  a  leading  feat- 
ure of  Algerian  society ;  travelers  had  noticed  it  in  the  seven- 
teenth and  eiijbt<'enth  ceiituiics.  In  1N30  it  was  csiimatt'd  that, 
with  a  population  of  thirty  thouisiind,  Algiers  contained  three 
thousand  prostitutes.  Wc  have  alreatly  had  occasion  to  notice 
the  unreliable  character  of  similar  estimates  in  general,  but  there 
is  no  tloubt  that  the  number  of  lewd  women  at  Algier:*  un<ler 
Arab  rule  was  inordinately  large.  They  were  mainly  Moors, 
Arabs,  and  negre.sses.  All  were  under  the  control  of  the  chief 
of  the  native  police — the  Mezonar.  11  kept  a  list  of  them,  aud 
laid  a  tax  amounting  to  about  two  dollure  per  month  on  each. 
As  he  paid  a  fixed  sum  to  the  government  for  the  privilege  of 
collecting  this  tax,  it  was  to  Ids  interest  to  increase  the  numix-r  of 
prostitutes  as  much  am  possible,  and  he  appears  to  have  done  so. 
He  kept  in  his  employ  a  nundwr  of  spies,  who  watched  wonu'U 
«uspeeted  of  iuimond  habil.>i,  and  denounced  them  whenever  they 
were  detected,  in  which  event  they  were  inscribed  on  the  Mczo- 
nar's  list,  and  became  prostitutes  for  life.  He  was  empowered  to 
comjx-I  every  j)rostitute  to  discharge  tlutluties  of  her  calling,  and 
wtis  frequently  applied  to  by  strangei-s  to  supply  them  with  wom- 
en. He  wa.s  not  allowed,  however,  to  lease  women  to  Christians 
or  Jews.  Twice  a  year  the  Mezonar  gave  a  public  fete,  to  which 
all  the  male  inhabitants,  of  Algitrs  were  invited ;  the  prostitutes 
formed  tin-  fiMualc  portion  of  the  as.semblage,  and  the  public  of- 
ficer protiti'd  by  the  increased  pali'onage  they  oldained  during  the 
festivities,  as  well  as  by  the  stde  of  ticket*!  for  the  entertainment.* 

It  \s  right  ;dso  to  add  that  the  French  found  that  other  feature 
of  Orientid  manners,  unnatural  liabit.s,  largely  developed  .'it  Al- 
giers. The  eaf^,  the  streets,  the  baths,  t)ie  public  places  were  full 
of  Iw's  of  remarkable  beauty,  who  more  than  shared  with  the 
women  the  favor  of  the  wealthier  natives.  Owing  to  a  eriniinal 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  F'rench  authorities,  no  systematic 
ende.'ivor  has  ever  Ix-en  made  to  eradicate  this  shameful  vice, 
whieli  niipeare  still  to  prevail  to  an  alaiining  extent. 

Tli>'   influx    i>('   |in|iul!iiiiiii.  iii.iiiih    soldiery,  into  a   riiv   thus 

'  I>i'  lit  Frwtiiuiiuii  iluiis  lu  Villi:  d  AI^lt  depuU  la  conquete,  pitr  E.  A.  Diit'lie^nr. 
Pnri^.  nuillierc,  1853.  ■  IK  ]>■  M.  't  '•"i- 
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sti-epeJ  in  immonilitv,  prixliK-fil  iiattiral  results.  A  f.  \v  w  fka' 
al'tcj'  the  invasion,  the  Kn-iicli  lieiieral  wiis  i,'(jiiip<;ik'  1  to  csiublisb 
ii  Di.-pcnsary,  and  to  liciici-  iliiit  all  dissolute  women  must  imder- 
go  iiii  examination  ihere  onc-f  a  week.  A  tax  of  five  francs  per 
tiioutb  was  laid  upon  prostitutes  to  defray  the  exitenses  of  the 
estjiblishment.  Within  leas  than  a  year,  such  grave  abuses  hjid 
cn-pt  into  the  colleetion  of  this  tax  that  it  was  re.solved  to  fanu  it 
out,  and  it  was  adjudged  at  auetion  to  a  man  who  agR'ed  to  pay 
I860  Irimcs  per  moritli  for  its  proceeds.  In  1832  the  monthly  tax 
was  raised  sucoessivclT  to  seven  -nnri  ""'1  "'"^'  francs  jwr  girl,  and 
on  thes«'  rates  it  was  fanuetl  to  one  Balrii,  wlio  paid  I'itKv/^  for 
the  privilege  of  collecting  it.  lie  was  also  entitled  to  levy  and  re- 
tain the  amount  of  all  fines  imposed  by  the  police  on  prostitutes, 
and  to  charge  women  ten  fnuicseach  time  tiny  went  K)  a  tete  out- 
side the  city,  and  five  fran«js  if  the  fete  were  within  the  limitd. 
The  profits  of  the  farm  were-  h<>  great  tluit  in  1H3">  Balr<^  w;ts  able 
to  pay  the  governm<*nt  2250  franco  ^four  bundn-d  ami  til>y  dol- 
lars) per  month.' 

Under  this  system  the  gravest  inoonvetiien<-'es  o(^i'urred,  and 
became  so  troublesome  tliat  in  NovemV^^r,  I8i5ij,  the  governor 
promulgated  a  decree  remodeling  the  regulations  in  force  on  the 
subject.  It  appears  the  farm  system  Wiia  then  abandoned,  and 
the  government  agents  who  wen;  intrusted  with  the  colleetion  of 
the  tax  robbed  both  the  prostitutes  luid  the  state  shamefully. 

Hence,  in  Decend>er,  1887,  a  new  deei-ee  was  issued  by  the  gov- 
ernor, repealing  all  former  laws  and  irgulations,  and  placing  the 
whole  subject  under  the  control  of  the  Commissary  of  Police.  The 
ie.iding  provisions  of  that  dem*e  were  as  follows: 

"  Every  pulilio  woman  who  dosiros  to  pn)stitute  herself  rxmA  doclare  heT 
intention  befoi>ihaiid  to  the  CuinfitroUer  of  J'liblic  VViinien,who  shall  enter 
hor  nanie  in  his  register,  and  present  her  with  a  puiw-book  whifli  he  Hhall 
ripi." 

*'  Everj'  girl  inscribed  on  the  register  sball  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  DiKpensar}',  monthly,  a  sum  of  twenty  francs  if  she  be  a 
kept  wnuinn,  and  ten  francs  if  she  be  not  kept.  The  treasurer  shall  give 
her  ii  receipt  for  the  same,  and  record  it  in  hi.s  iiccount-book." 

'•The  nmyor  shall  be  authoria-d  to  remit  tlii>  monthly  due. as  well  as  any 
finex  that  may  have  Wvn  ineiirred.  when  the  girl  owing  the  same  can  prove 
by  a  oertificaite  from  the  comptroller,  the  treasurer,  and  the  physician  th«t 
she  is  indigent." 

'  Duchi-xne,  p.  22.  I T  i . 
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"Every  girl  who  shiill  tidt  hiive  juiid  hiT  niocitlily  due,  as  well  a>i  her 
fineN  within  t«n  duyn  after  the  viwil  tn  llie  I>ih-|ieiiKary,  shall  tiodergo  iiii  iiii- 
prisomueut  of  nut  le<«i  than  live  day«  and  not  uuirc  than  thre«  lutiuths.  uti- 
lesfii  slie  establish  her  indigence  as  aforesaid." 

"Girls  detained  in  prison  shall,  on  the  first  Kymptoms  of  ayphili*,  l)e  trans- 
ferred to  the  I>ispensiiry  for  treatment,  after  whieh  they  shall  be  retnaode<i 
to  priwin  to  scr^'e  the  remainder  of  the  time." 

"  The  phyMivian  of  the  Dispensary  shall  not  only  treat  patients  in  that 
e^abli.sliment,biit  .nhall  )iay  periodical,  accidental,  and  all  necetnary  risils  to 
the  jinwtitutt's,  who  iiiv  hereby  snlijeeti!«l  to  sueh  visits.  He  shall  vwit  the 
I>i8pensHry  twice  a  day,  from  :'  to  .  A.M.  and  from  3  to  P.M.  He  xhall 
enter  upon  his  inemorandum-book,  and  upon  the  pass-book  of  the  girl,  the 
result  of  all  accidental  or  neeessjiry  visits.  lie  shall  receive  a  salary  of  two 
thoiuund  francs."' 


This  law  is  in  force  ut  the  pn-scnt  time,  and  is  said  to  have  led 
to  greut  iiicoiivenicnce.  P<»lice  agents  are  accused  of  levyiug  black 
mail  on  the  prostitutes  t<^  an  eiiorinoib^  i>xt<-iit,  in  the  eha^ie  of 
fines,  dues  for  going  to  balls,  hush-numoy  for  et<caping  the  visit  to 
the  Disjunisarv.  presents  to  the  polif<'inan  on  the  birth  of  his  chil- 
dren, etc.  The  prtxjiict  of  the  tjix  is  inordinately  large,  amovint- 
ing,  independently  of  fine.^,  K>  (itic  Imndrcd  and  twenty  francs,  ot 
twenty-four  dollars  j)er  annum  fur  each  girl.  Several  administra- 
tors have  recomrnend<'d  its  diminution  or  total  suppression,  but  it 
is  still  retained.' 

In  the  year  1838,  when  the  prest^nt  law  wjis  piu-*scd,  the  iiumlier 
of  woiiH-n  inscribed  on  the  jvoliw^  register  wits  .^'20,  the  touil  jiop- 
ulation  of  -\lgiers  being  34,882,  of  whom  two  thirds  were  Afri- 
cans and  onf*  third  Eurojieans;  but  the  mayor  of  the  city  gave  it 
:i3  his  opinion  that  this  figun^  (320)  was  in  reality  far  below  the 
truth.  In  184<5  measures  were  taken  for  enforcing  the  jx>lice  reg- 
ulations more  strictly  than  before,  and  some  care  was  used  to  pro- 
cure correct  statistics  of  jwpulation  and  prostitution.^  We  com- 
pile the  tbllowing  table  from  several  given  by  Dr.  Duchesne : 


Ki«bt«nd 
l-niatluitm 


1847 
1848 
IM!t 
1850 
1861 


442 
.S87 
395 
479 
S4S 


VOnOATIOM. 


AMau 

(WttlUAt«d>. 


KaroiMftn. 


2.5,000 
26,000 
2.'i.000 
36,000 


4-2, 1  IS 
37,572 
37,572 
29,892 


Tool. 


67, 1 13 
62.572 
fi.1,072 
55,392 
55,8»S 


To  these  figures,  some  of  which  are  only  approximative,  must 
'  norhMne,  p.  31.  •  M.  p.  172.  Id.  p.  54.  W 
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bi"  atideJ  the  number  of  French  soldiers  iii  the  garrwou  at  Algiers. 
At  times  the  eflfective  force  has  been  as  large  jis  twelve  or  tilleen 
thousand  men. 

Another  point  of  interest  is  the  nationality  of  the  prostitutes  of 
Algiers.  It  is  known  that  the  native  women  are  loose  in  their 
morals.  In  many  parts  of  the  interior  it  is  common  tor  fathers  or 
brothers  lo  let  out  their  daughters  or  sisters  by  the  night- or  the 
week  to  strangers,  and  the  young  women  themselves  are  only  too 
willing  to  ratify  a  bargain  which  proraifles  to  gratify  their  un- 
bounded .sensuality.  The  following  table  gives  the  nationality  of 
the  registered  prostitutes  during  the  period  1846-1851.' 
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On  inquiring  for  the  caus<*s  of  prastitution  at  Algiers,  Dr.  Du- 
chesne found  that  they  might  be  summed  up  under  three  heads: 
Ist.  Poverty,  mainly  due  to  the  French  conquest  and  the  wars 
which  followed.  To  the  present  day  it  appeare  that  it  is  not  un- 
usual for  an  Arab  chief  to  relieve  his  waiit*i  by  st-ndiug  his  pret- 
tiest daughter  lo  Algiere  to  perform  a  campaign  as  a  prostitute. 
2d.  Tbc  idleness  in  which  all  Arab  and  M<x)rish  women  are  train- 
ed. I:  was  proved  that,  while  all  the  Kunjjieao  women  were  ca- 
pable of  working  at  some  calling  or  other,  and  did  work  during 
their  stay  in  the  ho.spitjil,  not  otic  of  the  native  women  had  any 
idea  of  manual  emjiloyiueiit.  A  few  could  sing,  and  had  at  one 
tim  ■  gained  a  livelihood  as  strat-singers,  but  the  immense  major- 
ity were  absolutely  incapable  of  doing  any  tlyiig  for  a  liveliluKKi. 
3d.  The  Oriental  idea  that  the  woman  is  a  chattel,  to  be  sold  or 
hir.'d  out  by  her  legitimate  owner,  father,  brother,  or,  hitsbapd. 
This  idea,  which  prevails  in  many  savage  nations,  among  others, 
nt:iiiy  of  our  own  Indian  tribes,  is,  of  uourse,  the  best  of  all  enter- 
ing wedges  for  pro.«titutir)n.- 

There  are  fourteen  houses  of  prostitution  nt  Algiers,  all  kept,  it 

aeem.s  by  Europeans,  and  the  greater  part  by  retired  prostitutes. 

The  natives  object  to  living  under  the  control  of  a  brothel -keeper. 

They  live  alone  in  their  own  nxims.     Sometimes  three  or  four  of 

'  Dwhi'itnc,  )i.  ■'•8.  -  Id.  |i.  70,  «/  ny. 
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mem  I'iuo  U)gctlier  and  fVtmi  a  jKirtutrshij).  Their  rooms  are  giti- 
erally  shabby  aud  ill  turnishtHl.' 

Arab  prostitutetj  seldom  appear  in  the  stret'ts,  and  wheu  ihey 
do,  they  are  veiled  and  dressed  like  modest  women.  They  may 
be  seen  at  their  windows  of  an  evening,  peeping  through  small 
holes  contrived  for  the  purpose,  and  smoking  cigarettes.  Their 
customers  are  procured  by  means  of  runners,  who  are  mostly  small 
boys. 

As  may  be  inferred  from  the  amount  of  the  ta.\  on  prostitutes, 
clandestine  prostitution  is  very  extensively  practiced  at  Algiers. 
We  have  no  details  ur  even  approximate  estimates  of  the  immljer 
of  clandestine  prostitutes,  but  it  doubtless  exceeds  that  of  the  reg- 
isten-d  women.  Many  of  thern  are  attached  to  the  garrison,  and 
ai"e  handetl  from  regiment  to  regiment,  shielded  from  the  police 
by  being  claimed  aa  wives  by  some  of  the  soldiera.  Others  in 
like  manner  prevail  upon  some  colonist  to  aiford  them  a  tempo- 
rary home,  and  so  elude  the  visit  of  the  physician.  Dr.  Duchesne 
had  reason  to  believe  that  syphilis  prevailed  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent among  the  secret  prostitutes,  and  that,  until  the  tax  was  re- 
moved, and  they  were  encouraged  to  register  themselves  on  the 
police  roll,  it  would  continue  to  be  general  and  virulent.* 

Fonnerly  the  baths  were  the  great  haunts  of  clandestine  pros- 
titutes. It  is  known  that  in  most  eastern  countries  the  l)uth  is 
not  only  a  sanitary  necessity,  but  a  common  ally  of  sensuality. 
At  Algiers,  before  the  conquest,  men  and  women  an-  said  to  have 
bathetl  jiromi-scuously,  and  frightful  scenes  of  debauchery-  occurred 
daily.  Under  French  rule  this  has  been  refonned.  Men  may 
not  bathe  from  6  A.M.  to  6  P.M. ;  but  Dr.  Duchesne  was  led  to 
believe  that  it  was  quite  common  for  men  to  uitroduce  women 
into  the  batlis  at  night,  with  the  connivance  of  the  bath  officials. 
Indeed,  .some  of  the  latter  appear  to  fill  the  same  office  to  the  AI- 
gerine  bathers  as  the  Roman  bath  servants  did  to  the  dissolute 
men  of  that  day.- 

It  now  remains  to  speak  of  tlie  Dispensary  at  Algiers.  It  was 
establishefl,  a.s  has  been  stated,  within  a  few  days  after  the  capture 
of  the  place.  For  nearly  ten  years  it  was  a  scandal  to  the  faculty 
and  the  authorities.  The  wards  were  too  small;  there  were  ni>i 
beds  enough  for  the  women ;  every  thing  was  either  deficient  in 
quantity  or  objectionable  in  quality.  In  1839.  orders  were  given 
for  the  establishment  of  a  proper  and  commodious  Dispensary. 
■  Ducbune,  p.  138.  '  Id.  p.  U4.  '  Id.  p.  148. 
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'I'lir lid  Moorish  ln)uscs  wert-  liircil  ami  ilividt'd  into  wards. 

Tiicy  couuiin  at  prvs<.*iit  thirttnni  wards,  witli  In-ds  for  seventy - 
seven  patients;  a  bath-room,  containinjj  six  baths;  a  ball  for  the 
visits  of  pn>8tituifs ;  and  the  ncircssjirv  nttices,  t-tc.  Tht-  staff  of 
the  Oispensary  consists  of  u  direelor.  trfasmtT^^scynvnwi),  physician, 
apothecary,  clerk,  cook,  assistant  apothecary,  portt-r,  five  laborers, 
and  four  [K>licf  agents.  All  the  washing  is  done  in  the  establisU- 
ment.  The  conimissiiriat  is  on  the  amplest  scale;  meat,  soup, 
vegetables  of  all  kinds,  rice,  eggs,  fruit,  etc.,  being  sui)plied  in 
abundance  to  the  patients.' 

Kvcry  iiKirning  at  seven  o'clock  the  woinrn  are  visited  by  the 
physician,  a.ssisted  by  the  apothecary.  Those  who  are  able  to 
walk  are  examined  in  the  lalk  <Ie  n'.^itp,  the  others  in  their  beds. 
The  average  number  of  patients  during  the  year  appears  to  Iw 
from  five  hundred  and  fifty  to  six  hundred.  The  average  dum- 
tioii  (if  the  treatment  is  from  twenty-four  to  tliirtv-ronrdays.  The 
cost  to  the  Dispeusiu'v  averages  from  one  and  a  half  to  one  and 
three  quarters  franc  per  day  for  each  girl  (about  thirty  or  thirty- 
live  eent.s').'' 

The  Dispensary  physician  repurti-d  to  Dr.  Duchesne  that,  so  far 
as  his  observation  went,  syphilis  was  more  severe  on  the  s«»a-coast 
than  in  the  interior;  and  in  the  months  of  September,  October. 
November,  and  De-eember.  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  year.* 

Pro-stitutes  are  punished  for  being  more  than  twenty-four  hours 
Kliind  time  in  visiting  the  Dispensjiry ;  for  leaving  it  during 
treatment;  for  insulting  the  physician  or  other  authorities;  for 
continuing  to  exercise  their  calling  after  being  attacked  by  dis- 
ea.se.  The  f)enalty  is  imprisonment,  eithi-r  in  the  onlinarv  prison 
or  in  the  solitary  cell.  Foniierly,  the  tR^td-mill  wa.<  iLsed,  and  in 
Iwid  cases  a  girl's  hair  was  cut  off,  and  her  nose  slit ;  but  these 
savage  relics  of  Moorish  legislation  were  long  since  abandoned. 
Solitary  confinement  i.s  found  to  answer  everv  m   ~  ' 


Dachewe,  p.  1 53,  </  My. 
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puq>ose.' 
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BELGIUM. 

Hocpituls  Jbid  Charitable  Instituliuns. — Foundlinits. — Estimate  of  the  Morrit^ 
Ceremony. — ^CKulatiuns  ns  U)  ProBtitution. — BrotheU. — Sanitaiy  OrdiiianCM. 

Belgium  lakt'S  a  iiKH-e  prominent  position  in  Europe  than  its 
mere  extent  would  wurraut.  This  influence  is  derived  from  the 
vigoruiis  and  t-ftWctive  sljind  made  in  behalf  of  rational  freedom, 
and  from  ilie  manner  in  which  free  institutions  have  been  origi- 
nated Mid  nuiinuiined. 

Tue  hospitals  and  other  eleemosynary  institutions  of  Belgiimi 
are  of  a  mjigniliceiit  ehanieter,  supported  at  an  iuinual  ex|)enditure 
of  nearly  two  hundi'ed  tliousand  dollars.  Almost  every  town,  and 
many  of  the  laigor  villages,  have  hospitals  for  the  sick,  sometimes 
maintaineu  at  of)r]x>ration  expense,  sometimes  by  private  endow- 
ments. In  318  hospitals,  during  the  fijur  years  from  1831  to  1834 
(inclusive),  no  less  than  22.180  jjersons  were  treated.' 

Foundling  hospitals  are  a  marked  feature  of  these  charitable  es- 
tablishments. The  turaing  table,  which  vma  formerly  in  use  in 
all  sueh  mstitiitions,  has  lately  been  abandoned  in  mfjst  of  theni, 
but  still  remains  in  use  at  those  of  Brussels  and  Antwerp.  The 
total  immber  of  children  annually  abandoned  in  Belgium  is  esti- 
mated to  exceed  eight  thousand  out  of  one  hundred  and  tbrty-fi>ur 
thousiuid  births,  u  ratio  of  about  one  in  eighteen.  The  average 
expen.<e  attendant  upon  the  maintenance  of  each  infant  is  about 
seventy-two  franra. 

Marriage  in  Belgium  is,  by  law,  simply  a  civil  contract,  requiring 
liJYeen  days'  notice  posted  in  front  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville.  Not- 
withstanding the  simplicity  of  this  ceremonial,  it  is  affirmed  that 
an  enormous  extent  of  immorality  and  illegitimacy  is  to  be  met 
with,  and  that  a  virtuous  servant-girl  is  altogether  exceptional, 
there  being  scarcely  one  of  them  wlio  has  not  an  illegitimate  child, 
while  they  maintain  with  the  most  unyielding  confidence  that,  so 
long  as  the  father  is  a  bon  ami  (sweetheart),  there  is  no  moral  tur- 
pitude in  the  case. 

'  W.  Tmllojie's  Belgiam.  Sciircelr  «  mor«  liberal  work  toward  the  Bel^riiins 
than  Mi«.  Trollopc's  toward  unrselTBg. 
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I>  Igiiiii"  is  remarkahU'  lor  its  n'siilatioiis  with  rcspi'ct  t<i  jiri^sti- 
Totion  and  the  spreiid  of  vi-iiereul  cliswise.  The  perl'ecrions  of  thr 
laitiT  arruiigfiiK'nt-s  aiv  showu  in  the  tiujt  that,  out  of  au  army  of 
thirty  tlionsiiutl  men,  there  were  less  than  two  hundred  eases  of 
sy[iliili.s  in  the  year  1855. 

Tht;  brothels  ol' Brussels  are  of  two  kinds:  /r.<  iimisons  dt  de- 
l/diiriie  and  />•■<!  imtiMns  de  passe;  these  am  visited  In  Un  jilles  ejMt- 
ni'M.  who  keep  their  api^ointments  there.  The  two  classes  of  liouses 
are  dislinirnisiied  hy  dilieient-eoloreil  liuiterns  hung  over  the  do<jrs. 

All  cliis.«!es  of  prostitutes  are  required  to  be  examined  twice  a 
wi-ck  :  thasi"  who  live  in  brothels  ol' the  tirst  and  seeond  ela.ss  are 
vi.sited  by  the  i>hysieians,  while  the  very  poor  wtjun-n  of  the  third 
elas."?.  and  all  those  who  do  not  reside  in  brothels,  are  obliged  to 
atti-nd  at  the  Dispensary.  If  they  are  punctual  in  their  visits  tor 
f<  nr  we<-ks  in  succf.ssion  they  are  exempt  fnjni  all  tax ;  but  if,  on 
the  contrary,  their  attendance  is  irregular,  they  ean  lie  inij)ris<>ned 
fro;n  one  to  five  days.  Any  woman  who  does  not  live  in  a  broth- 
el ean  be  examined  at  her  own  residence,  proviiled  that  she  pays 
at  the  Disjjetisjiry  a  sum  amounting  to  al)out  eighty-five  cents.  For 
this  she  n-a^ives  four  visits,  and  the  physicians  will  continue  to 
i"ill  upon  her  as  long  £is  the  payments  are  made  in  advanei'.  Thus 
tlie  denizens  of  the  aristocratic  brothels  arw  saved  the  inconven- 
ience of  attending  at  the  Dispensary,  as  alM>  that  portion  living  in 
privati?  lodgings  who  can  afford  to  pay  the  fee  to  release  them- 
selves fnim  going  to  the  office  as  conunon  prostitutes,  while  the 
half-starved,  ill-dressed  pauper  of  the  third  class  must  wait  at  the 
l>is]>en.sary  until  examine<l,  and  then  return  to  her  sipialid  home, 
whore  none  but  her  companions  and  tin-  |M)tict'-offieers  are  ever 
seen. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  Dispensjiry  is  coinpo.se<l  of  a  superin- 
tending inspector,  whose  duty  is  to  be  prest'nt  in  the  Dispensary 
wlieu  examinations  aiv  b.-iug  mjido,  and  to  visit  the  hoiuses  onee 
a  fortnight  at  Ii-ast;  of  two  nu'dieal  inspectors,  who,  during  alter- 
nate months,  exatnine,  one  the  women  in  the  brothels,  the  other 
tliose  who  attend  at  th  Disi^eiisary.  The  date  and  result  of  every 
examination  are  marketl  on  ii  card  Ix-longing  to  each  woman,  in 
the  registers  kept  at  the  brothels,  and  in  the  reeonls  of  the  Di.sj)en- 
sary.  If  a  woman  be  found  afte«'ted  with  svphilis  or  any  other  in- 
fections disease,  the  owner  of  the  brothel  inust  send  her  imniediate- 
ly.  in  a  car,  to  the  hospital,  and  •«  soon  as  her  cure  is  complete  her 
ri'.ii',  i-i  handed  to  her,  a. id  -It-  is  at  libertv  to  resume  her  calling. 
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HAMBfRG. 

Andcnt  Le(;iKlaiion. — I'lni. — Lepiiilarinii  from  U83  to  1764. — Frcneli  Rcrolniinn, 
iin>l  it»  effects  on  Morals. — AbemlrothV  Urditmnce  in  1X07. — Holi<%'  UnliniincL' 
in  1811. — Additional  Powers  in  I8a<>. — llutltwalcker. — Protcnt  Police  Repnla- 
tioiK. — Number  of  KenLst^red  Wumen. — Tolerated  Hnunes. — Ille^iitiniacv. — Ape 
and  Nativity  of  Prostitutes. — Tlie  Hamburger  Berp  and  its  Women. — Pliy.«ii|ue, 
Peculiarities  and  DUeaHiw  of  Pro»titill<». — Dre*«. — Food. — Intellei  tiial  C'a|:noi- 
ty. — lielipiun. — tlffeiiow. — Prcx-uresw*. — lu-Mri^iiion. — Locnlity  of  Rroilu-U. — 
Brotliel-kee]>ii>. — Uanct'-houses. — .Sunday  Kv  •nin^'  .Scene. — Private  Prosiiiiiii-*. 
— Street-walker*. — Uoine.iitic  Prt>$tiiuliiin. —  I'm  t'isiered  PnMiitniion. — Houmi) 
of  Aeconimo<lnnon. — Common  Slc"e|iiii>;  A|iiiiliii  iii>. — Beer  and  Wine  Hoilivs. 
— Effect  of  Pro>iiiniion  on  Generative  Or(;itn>. — Cienerid  Miila<lici>. — Form*  nf 
Sypliili-.  —  Syiihili*  in  Sea-jiorti.  —  .Severii>  of  .Sypliilis  itnionp  unrepL-lered 
Women. — Tlic  ••  Knrliaii*"  iiiid  general  Infirmarj-. — -Male  Venereal  Pa(i;nt«. — 
Sickne*>  in  ilie  tinrrjkun.  —  Treiitment.  —  Mortal  Diseone*  of  Hambnrp  Prosti- 
nitt». — Haudmri:  Magdalen  Hospital. 

The  ancient  legislative  enactments  respecting  pi"ostitution  iii 
Hauibui'g  seem  to  have  been  of  the  same  eliaracler,  and  lmst'«i 
upon  the  .^ii.ii-  j'rine.iples, as  in  other  Continental  cities,  uamel v,  a 
partial  toliTUtion  of  a  ntH:essary  evil  for  the  sake  of  preventing  in- 
jurioii.*  t'Xee.sses.  This  may  be  trae*!d  in  the  oklf.><t  extant  liiw  on 
the  .subject,  dated  in  V2U2.  In  tlic  i)nblic  aecounl-books  tor  1350 
are  entries  of  charges  which  imply  tbat  public  brothels  weiv  built 
by  the  cor|)oration,  though  we  find  no  satisfactory  information  as 
to  whether  they  were  managed  by  uii  apjx»inted  oflieial  as  in  Co- 
logne, Stiu«lx  )urg,  or  Avignon,  or  were  K-jwed  by  the  city  to  an  in- 
dividual as  in  I'lm.  It  will  Ite  inteR'sting  to  give  a  sketch  of  the 
rrgulatirms  of  pmstitntinn  in  the  latter  city  before  proceeding  with 
the  inve.-^tigation  concerning  Hamburg. 

The  laws  of  the  city  of  Flm  in  1430,  or  at  least  that  portion  of 
them  enlied  "woman  house"  laws,  provided  that  the  houses  should 
be  leasi'il,  and  the  lessee,  on  becoming  tenant,  swore  to  serve  the 
city  faithfully ;  to  prevent  all  foul  play  or  concealment  of  suspi- 
cious goods  in  his  house;  t«)  provide  dean,  healthy  women,  and 
never  to  keep  less  than  fourteen.  He  was  bound  to  observe  ji 
fixed  dietary  .■5cale;  the  daily  meals  were  *o  be  "of  the  value  ot 
six}K>nce;"  on  meat  days  every  woman  was  to  have  two  dishes, 
soup  with  meat  and  vegetables,  and  a  roast  or  boiled  juiiit.  as  in<>-' 
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roiiveuienU  On  fast-daya  and  in  Lt'iil  they  were  to  have  the 
>:aine  UUinber  of  dishes,  which  (out  of  Lrnt)  might  consist  ol'eggs 
nnd  bakod  meat.  As  u  change  to  this,  they  might  have  heinngs 
and  egg»;  or  liahes  (probuhly  fresb-water  Hsh),  whieh  they  ••oiild 
eook  lor  themselves,  and  lo  which  the  keeper  must  add  white 
bread.  If  a  woman  refused  the  food  provided,  he  was  liuuiid  to 
give  her  .<«omething  of  the  value  of  sixpence;  he  wa.<  idso  to  sell 
them  wine  '•  wlien  they  ivquired  it."  If  a  woman  Wius  ])i<-guant, 
he  wa«  to  put  her  out  of  the  house.  In  the  "womrin's  liouse" 
tliere  wa."*  a  chest  for  general  piirpos*-s.  and  a  rnoiiey-box  for  the 
a<"COvnils  between  the  host  and  the  women.  Every  woman  who 
kept  company  with  a  man  at  night  must  pay  tlie  keepi^r  a  kivut- 
z«T,  the  remaimler  of  the  fee  being  her  own  propeHy.  All  money 
the  women  obUiined  in  the  <lay  was  to  b-  ]int  into  tin-  general 
chest;  the  third  of  this  I>elonged  to  the  host;  the  balance  was  paid 
to  the  women  at  the  end  of  the  week,  less  any  debts  they  had  con- 
tracted in  the  ini-aii  time.  A  woman  re.*iifled  in  every  house  who 
made  financial  arrangements  between  imnates  and  visitors.  If  a 
woman  received  a  present  in  addition  to  the  stipulated  fee,  she 
was  at  liberty  to  spend  it  on  clothes,  shoes,  or  jx^rsonal  matt4>rs  to 
whieh  nobody  could  lay  elaini.  The  keeper  eouM  not  supply  the 
women  with  clothes,  cXn-..,  without  the  knowledge  and  cons«'nt  of 
the  Master  of  the  Beggars  (a  Uwal  fiuietionarv  who  seems  to  have 
eonibined  the  supervision  of  brothels,  and  of  known  vagrants  and 
beggars').  The  host  was  rc(juired  t<5  provide,  at  his  own  cost,  a 
cook  and  a  ccwk's  maid.  Girls  or  women  enuld,  with  their  own 
consent,  be  apprenticed  to  the  "women  keeper"  by  their  paivnis 
or  husbanfls;  but  if  one  was  apprentieiHl  against  her  will,  and  she, 
or  her  friends,  wished  to  cancel  the  agret^nent,  the  keept-r  was 
Iwund  to  n'lease  her  without  reipiiring  the  n'payment  of  any 
money  he  might  have  disbiii-sed  for  her.  If  a  woman  wlm  had 
aeeumulaled  a  guilder  of  her  own  wished  to  quit  her  siid'ul  life, 
she  w.as  allowed  to  tender  it  to  the  keeper  in  discharge  of  all  her 
liabilities,  and  must  then  Iw  |)ermitti'd  to  leave  the  house,  wearing 
the  clothes  she  wore  when  .she  enten-d  it,  or.  if  thi-y  were  worn 
out,  in  her  common  'Monday  clothes."  A  wotrum  who  ilesireii 
might  leave  without  this  payment  if  she  had  nolliing  to  give,  but 
if  subsequently  detected  in  any  other  house  the  keeper  eouki  en- 
ti>ree  his  ilemands  again.st  her.  tl  e  ilist^harge  not  jilfecting  his  elaini 
under  such  circninstflnces.  Fivery  Monday  each  woimui  had  to 
contribute  one  p<Mmy,  and  the  host  twoj)ena*,  to  the  moncv-bo\ 
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to  purchajje  tapers  for  the  Virgin  and  the  saints,  to  be  offered  in 
the  Cathedral  on  Siriiday  nights.  If  any  of  the  woni«n  \v»rr  sick 
or  could  not  support  themselves,  they  were  to  be  provided  with 
toecessarica  from  the  money-box,  to  which  (for  greater  security) 
there  wi-r'  two  keys,  one  kept  by  the  host  and  the  other  by  the 
Master  of  the  Beggars.  Each  woman  had  u>  .spin  daily  for  the 
keejjer  two  hanks  of  yarn,  or,  in  default,  to  pay  tluee  hellers  for 
each  hank.  On  Sunday,  Lady-day,  and  Twelfth-day,  alYer  ves- 
jxrs,  and  in  Passii>n  Week,  the  house  was  not  to  be  opened.  If 
the  keejx'r  broke  any  of  these  regulations  the  council  could  dis- 
miss him.  The  oath  taken  by  the  Master  of  the  Beggars  required 
him  to  visit  the  women-houses  every  quarter  day ;  to  read  the 
laws  to  the  women ;  and  to  report  to  the  council  any  offenses  he 
found  existing.' 

In  Hamburg,  in  1483,  the  calling  of  brothel-keeper  was  limited 
to  certain  streets,  apart  from  the  ordinarily  frequented  thorough- 
fares— a  rule  which  would  imply  that  the  authorities  had  diseon- 
tinui-d  buililing  public  brothels,  and  relinquished  the  business  to 
individuals. 

In  the  seventeenth  century  a  different  course  of  action  was 
adoj>te(l,  and,  in  place  of  toleration  and  limitation  of  brothels, 
strict  laws  were  made  in  reference  to  visiting  suspected  places, 
and  the  custody  of  p«.'rs<;>ns  of  bad  character.  The  women-houses 
wen-  piillefldown  and  the  women  expelled;  the  criminal  rev'ords 
cont::in  frequent  instances  where  the  pillory  or  exile  wsis  inSicted 
for  the  crime  of  pro.stitution. 

In  ITtU,  !ind  iigain  in  17ti7,  the  Hamburgers  enat^ted  very  se- 
vere laws  against  offenders,  under  the  title  of  "  delicta  camis"  by 
which  bi'th  sexes  were  subject  to  piiins  and  [lenaltie-s,  but  men 
seem  to  have  t«en  allowed  to  clear  themselves  on  oath.  The  otH- 
cers  of  justice  were  directed  to  make  domiciliary  visits  in  search 
of  offenders,  and  the  pillory,  bread  and  water,  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection, or  banishment  are  the  jienalties  threatened  on  habitual 
evil-doeis. 

In  <iermany.  i>rostitution  received  a  terrible  impulse*  from  the 
French  Revnlution,  wiieii  the  genend  disruption  of  pul>lic  obliga- 
tions paved  the  way  to  unbounded  private  licen.se.  Pmbably  the 
licentiousness  of  Euro|K:'  at  the  end  of  the  last  and  comniencc- 
merit  of  the  present  century  was  more  extravagant  than  at  any 
other  time.     The  in-uption  of  immigrants  at  the  fall  of  the  French 

'  Ji^er's  "  St'liwitbiwln-n  .'>liiilt^vr»en  dcs  Mitirlnltcrt." 
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inouiinsby  rtcxwiwi  Hamburg  with  Parisian  morals  aiid  customs. 
1'1hc"->  of  r-nUM't:iiiiiiu'ut  and  st-nsuui  pnititiaition  arose  in  all  di- 
r«^tioii.s,  ibf  lionit'ly,  simplf  manners  of  tlu'  Valalund  wi-rt-  sub- 
verted, and  a  less  rigid  line  of  conduct  t<X)k  their  place.  In  the 
wonls  of  a  writer  of  the  day:  "Our  eating-hou.'vs  weiv  nieta- 
iiiorphosed  into  n-stauranti*;  <nir  danc'ing-nx>ms  into  sal'Mins;  our 
drinking-shops  into  pavilions;  our  e^ijars  into  halls;  nnv  girls 
into  demoiselles;  in  shon,  we  were  thoroughly  [Kihshid  up  by 
the  immoral  shoal  of  immigrant.  Quick  uin!  unn-st mined  strode 
the  crowd  over  our  pleasant  streets,  and  modesty  and  rfspectabil- 
ily  fled  with  averted  faces,  to  iht-  sorrow  nf  the  few  good  men." 

The  name  (/<i'moi^elk  v/aa  granted  to  many  olihe  eominon  wom- 
en, their  places  of  resort  being  c»illed  "  Ma'amsolle  houses."  In 
those  days  the  Haniburgers  saw,  with  iwloiiishmeni,  lioiisi-s  fitted 
up  and  fiimisbed  in  tlie  style  of  mansions,  with  cosily  uphol^Uiry 
and  cabinct-worL'  Among  the  women  were  the  Jhnnits  tntrt- 
iiuuess,  who  njceived  their  friends  at  certain  hoiii-s,  autl  whose 
tjivors  were  dispensed  for  a  Louis  d'or  or  a  duoat.  'i'hey  fre- 
ipiented  the  first  and  second  boxes  of  the  German  and  French 
theatres,  and  drove  through  the  public  streets  in  handsome  cjir- 
riages.  Some  of  the  keepers  of  this  chws  i>f  houses  had  physicians 
in  ih  'ir  pay,  whose  services  were  always  available  by  the  inmates. 
Polity  soiipers  Were  given  here,  and  sotnetiines  a  ball  took  place. 

TIksc  were  literally  the  aristoenicy  of  prostitution.  The  sec- 
ond, third,  and  fourth  grades  resided  in  inferior  streets  or  in  the 
suburbs,  difii-ring  in  tlicir  atti-aetions  ju-eordiiig  to  tho  rank  which 
tlu-y  assumed,  but  ail  equally  shamcle&s  and  uueijuiv(X'al  in  theii 
conduct  and  appearance. 

Nirtwithstandiiig  this  rapid  spread  of  pmstitutioii,  the  police  of 
the  city  can  not  justly  be  charged  with  neglect  of  duty,  any  pub- 
lie  outrage  being  fijllowed  by  condign  punishment.  At  one  time 
a  whole  shi|>-load  of  nymphs  of  the  /xtre  was  dispatched  to  the 
colonies;  at  another  a  raid  was  made  on  the  most  conspicuous 
house-s  some  of  the  inmates  alarmed  into  decency  of  conduct,  and 
the  incorrigible  publicly  exhibited  in  the  streets,  decorated  with 
inscriptions  signifying  their  offenses.  The  voice  of  the  few  was 
(lowerless  against  the  corruptions  of  the  many.  The  pamphlfts 
and  pap'rs  of  the  lime  teem  with  the  prf)ffered  services  of  go-be- 
l\Vf«'us,  and  even  the  Hamburg  ladies  tliemsclves  wen-  fiu-  tix)m 
perfection,  if  we  may  credit  the  evidcner  of  ,1  fictitious  jHtition, 
. '  Hambiiri.'  nnn  Altonii  .Tournal,  180^,  iti.  SO. 
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praying,  among  miIki  tilings,  ibui  tlie  ludios  restrict  the  iudecem-y 
uf  tijfir  ''<>st  iiuif ,  und  not  make  sufli  a  lilxTal  diaplay  of  thfir  cLurnis. 

It  Wtt*  unpossiblf  such  iin  i-xinivugimt  stiite  of  s<x-iet\'  should 
long  exist;  a  reaction  was  intvitable ;  and  we  find,  aic-didinglv, 
un  ordinance  enacted  in  1807  by  the  Prietor  Abeudrotli  in  refer- 
ence to  the  matter.  It  recognized  broihel-keepiiig  und  piostim- 
tion  aii  a  odling,  and  pertiiitted  it  under  ei-riaiii  resirietions.  A 
tax  on  the  class  wa.s  imposed,  and  means  were  pri'scribed  by  whieli 
a  register  of  all  persons  engaged  ihoreiii  was  to  lie  kepi,  anil  thiir 
health  and  general  g«.>od  eoiiduet  luaintaiued  and  enforced.  The 
official  jiLstitication  of  the  tax  is  found  in  the  order  its«'lf,  which 
declares  that,  "for  the  jmrposes  aforesaid"  (police  register  and 
supervision,  medical  examination,  uiaintenance  in  sickne.*s.  pov- 
erty, etc.),  "and  in  order  that  the  public  shall  Ix?  at  no  charges, 
each  housekeep<>r  shall,  for  every  woman  residing  with  him,  pay 
two  marks  to  the  Pnerov's  treasury.  The  surplus  of  this  tieasuiy 
shall  go  to  the  llosiiita!." 

During  the  French  occupation  in  1811,  the  police  renewed  and 
enlbrced  the  stringent  regulations  on  the  .subject  of  common  hous«'s 
juid  women.  The  preamble  of  their  "  Instnictions"  (April,  1811) 
is  wortliv  of  notice  : 

"Public  and  personal  safety  require  a  constant  iiwjxwtion,  as  wi>ll  uf  the 
public  hoiisivs  (ItHlieuted  to  delNiuchery,  as  of  tin?  w«iMii;n  and  girl>  who  fre- 
quent '.lie  Mime,  live  therein,  or  dwell  there  fnmi  time  to  time.  This  in- 
!<pe<ti.in  must  aI»o  be  extended  to  tiniM"  placi-n  whieh  are  uot  ex]«reNi!_v  ap- 
ponitisl  fiirdwi'lling-houses,  but  which,  nevortheloj's,  must  be  inchidtil  iimong 
tlie  pii'  lie  ImvLses.  inasmuch  a.s  they  .ser\-e  for  refuge  to  tlie  women  and  girls 
who  wander  about  the  streets." 

"  The  grounds  of  this  ins[«ction  are  two-fold.  In  one  respect  they  lielong 
to  the  maintenance  of  public  ordi-r;  it  is  needful  that  no  one  \k-  withdrawn 
from  the  eye  of  the  jwlice,  nor  fin<l  an  asylum  in  .«uch  houses.  It  is  like- 
wise cxjiedient  that  tli«*  magistracy  take  notice  of  di.sgmceful  and  disorderly 
prooeedingN  or  prevent  those  which  take  place  t'Ki  often  in  the  town.  The 
Other  grounds  respect  the  publie  health.  The  lutbits  of  dehanchen,  have  be- 
Wine  fio  general,  and  in.ipection  has,  for  some  years,  become  so  difficult,  that 
the  most  dangerous  maladies  have  increased  to  an  unpn-oedeutcd  extent. 
All  classes  of  society  complain,  and  call  loudly  for  regulations  to  restrain 
these  evil.*.  These  oiiisiderations  have  niovi-d  the  General  Police  Couim;»- 
eary  to  renew,  in  full  force,  the  before-enaeted  laws  and  regulations,  and  to 
order  them  to  be  enforwMl  with  rigor  in  the  prt-Ncnt  state  of  affairs." 

-Vfter  the  wiilidrawiil  of  the  Fn  luli,  the  vigilance  of  tin-  jxilice 
authorities  seems  to  have  relaxed,  if  we  are  to  judge  bv  com- 
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plaints  published  at  the  tiiiie,  in  wliich  they  are  accused  of  com- 
plicity with  the  unfortunates  who  inteated  the  streets  of  Hamburg, 
and  !iiv  said,  "  by  the  tigeiiey  of  a  trifling  bribe,  lo  t)e  able  to  ply 
their  hideous  trade  uuobstrucU.'il,  and  lo  the  great  annoyance  of 
the  virtuously  disposed,  who,  after  certain  boure  of  the  evening, 
are  unable  to  ptuss  along  the  streets." 

In  1820,  "the  previously  existing  police  regulations  against 
j>rostitutes  bt^ing  proved  very  ineflectual,  insomuch  that  they  in- 
fl.'st  thr  pulilit;  stn'ct.s  and  ways,  not  only  to  the  uflense  of  decency 
and  propriety,  but  to  the  endangemient  of  public  onler  and  safe- 
ty," it  was  ordered  that  the  regnlutions  should  be  renew<!<l,  and 
additiouid  jxiwors  were  given  to  the  police  lo  enforee  the  registry 
of  individuals  coming  within  the  .s«'opt'  of  the  law. 

At  this  lime  we  find  some  information  as  to  tlie  number  of 
prostitutes,  who  are  stati-il  t«  be  alxnit  live  hundred,  ehieHy  for- 
eigners, and  their  receipts  from  their  patrons,  but  we  have  no 
guide  to  the  number  of  women  who  pursued  their  calling  private- 
ly, which  must  have  been  large. 

The  civic  administration  of  the  Seiuilor  Iludtwalcker  is  marked 
by  earnest  endeavors  to  contrul  prostitution  and  restrict  it  within 
known  Ixjund.s.  Sfjme  of  his  views  un  the  suliject  met  much  op- 
position. He  wished  to  close  up  one  end  i>f  a  notoriou-s  street, 
and  to  wall  up  the  back  window.^  stationing  a  watchman  con- 
stantly at  the  end  let!  i>\M-n.  After  great  personal  atlfutioii  to 
the  subject,  be  published  the  ivault  of  his  experience.'  His  prin- 
ciples art;  those  upon  which  the  present  police  regulations  f>f  Ham- 
burg are  based.      He  s:l\s: 

"All  hrothol-keepers and  girls  nhould  he  distinctly  made  to  understand 
thut  their  iafiiiiifiu.s  mid  nuiu)ii.s  calling  is  only  lolr.raled,  rmt  jM-rraitted,  or 
authorized,  -ir  even  kcII  wished.  Still  less  eaii  tliey  IVt'l  that  diey  have 
any  right  to  coiiiitun-  theinsflvft>  with  worthy  L'itizt!U.s  a»  though  their 
calling.  lxv«lI^^e  an  inif>o>it  it*  levied  o[i  them,  can  hp  put  ou  a  level  with 
other  permitted  callings.  They  must  rvmcmber  that  this  imjioKt  is  raised 
solely  to  defray  the  necessarj-  o««t  of  police  supervision,  and  of  the  cure  of 
maladies  brought  on  the  ocimmon  women  by  their  own  pnifligato  oouree  of 
life." 

"  9.  Public  or  private  brothel-kecpiug  to  be  noti&d  to  the  police ;  the 
regulations  to  be  read  over  and  siibscribed :  oficnders  to  ho  ptmisbed  by 
bread  and  water,  and  the  Hoane  of  Comfction.  If  an  uniiis(Til)e<l  woutan 
have  the  venereal  disease,  the  fifict  i»  prima  facie  e\'iden«!  of  prostitution." 

'    Vnrtrhrillrii  itir  riorilrllr  imil  iijfeullirhrii  Madcktn  bilrrfffwl :   HiintlMii').'!  IS84. 
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"  3.  Change  of  residenw  to  be  Wvtitieil,  under  |)enalty." 

"  4.  The  conwisHion  may  )>e  withdruwn  by  the  iiiithorities  Al  their  pleaii- 
ure." 

•'5.  HoiLses  of  !iw(inimiKliitii)n  mil!  only  be  tolerated, 
(a.)  where  the  hin<llord  is  inscribed  ; 
(6.)  where  a  resident  girl  is  inscriLed  ; 
(f.)  when-  an  inserilicd  girl  is  the  |)arty  using  it." 

*'  6.  Women  from  abnuid,  kept  by  single  men.  must  obtain  the  police 
residence  penuii«ion,  and  should  pay  the  tax  ibr  the  finit  elusis,  without, 
however,  being  oubjeet  to  medical  visits.  They  have  the  right  of  the  free 
use  of  the  Oenenil  Infirmary.  Should  such  a  girl  be  proved  to  have  inter- 
couFK'  with  sevend  men,  or.  being  venereal,  to  have  infected  others,  she 
aboald  be  treated  us  a  public  woman." 

7,  8,  9.  Prescribe  the  idenlitioation  of  individuals  subscribing, 
the  details  of  their  place  of  birtli ;  the  con.sent  of  parents  when 
living;  also,  "That  any  brotlicl-k»'"'per  detaining  an  innoc.vnt  girl 
on  fills*'  pretenses  shall  he  punished  with  fine  and  iinpri.«)Uiiient, 
im<l  tlic  <-i)iu'eH-<iciii  hr  wiltidniwii.'^ 

"  10.  Female  Her\-aiita  or  relatives  of  brothel-keepen*  residing  with  them 
to  be  over  twenty-five  years  of  age." 

**  11.  N'o  profitituto  is  suffered  to  ki-ep  fhildn-n  of  either  sex  over  ten 
years  of  age  ;  even  hi-r  own  must  be  brought  up  elsewhere  if  tihe  continues 
her  calling." 

12.    P'''iliiliit<  s<ilieit,'ition  nf  j»;ts.'^t')ig<T«. 

"  13.  No  common  woman  to  be  in  the  streets  after  eleven  at  night  witb- 
oat  a  male  companion." 

14.  Liiiiii.s  ilir  jiliifis  to  wliic-h  proptitufes  mav  report. 

"  15.  Young  people,  under  twenty  years,  not  to  enter  a  brothel." 

"  If).  So  uui«ic  or  gumisig  in  brothels,  nor  lii|uor-»elling,  except  by  spe- 
cial jieruii.shioi.." 

"  17.  Noi.He  and  upruur  in  brothels  punishable." 

**  18.  No  brothel-keeper  or  inseriljeil  woniiin  to  jwrtnit  extortion  or  vio- 
lence to  ii  oiLstomer,  but  they  may  detiiin  [lersons  who  have  not  [mid. 
Theft.s  or  foul  dealing  prohibited  ;  the  landlord  prima  facie  rwtjionsible." 

"  19.  No  compulsion  or  violence  of  the  women  by  the  keeper,  nor  by 
guests  with  his  logniEiiu'c." 

"20.  .\  woman  wisliiii;:  to  n-tum  to  a  virtuous  life  at  liberty  to  do  so, 
notwithstanding  any  keeper's  claim.s.  If  tbey  disagree  as  to  such  elaiius, 
the  police  to  settle  them,  but  in  no  («se  ha.H  the  keeper  any  lien  on  her. 
Nevertheless,  this  privilege  iKit  to  Ix'  nliu.-*<>(l.  If  a  woman  ri'tunis  U>  her 
evil  courses,  the  keeper's  claims  on  her  revive,  and  she  may  evin  be  pun- 
iithed.  Limitation,  according  to  the  class  of  a  woman,  iTf  the  right  of  bor- 
rowing money." 
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"21.  If  parents  or  rclati  es  will  undertake  the  reclamation  of  a  prosti- 
tute, ilii-  jyolJL*  will  compel  roKtitutioii  ul"  her  person,  irrespective  of  the 
keeper'^  cluinis,  or  even  of  the  wninan'.*  own  refuf>al." 

"  22.  A  woman  changing  lier  residence,  and  disputing  any  settlement 
with  thr  keeper,  can  have  the  uame  rectified  by  the  police." 

"  23.  The  women  to  be  subjected  every  week  to  medical  visitation.  No 
woman,  during  mentitmation,  or  with  any  malady  in  the  lierual  organs,  to 
receive  visits  from  a  man.  No  woman  to  be  approached  by  a  man  disteased, 
or  re«Mon»bly  .suspected  of  disease.  To  thif  end,  a  statement  of  the  signs  of 
ven.  real  disease  tu  Ix-  furnished." 

•■  24.  The  orders  of  the  public  physician  are  imperative,  and  must  be 
strictly  observed.  Want  of  jiersfjnal  cleanliness  increasing  the  vinilence  of 
syphilis,  the  directions  of  the  physician  on  this  matter  to  Iv  imperatively 
followed." 

"25.  The  medical  nfficer  to  rejjort  the  result  of  examination  to  the  po- 
lice, and  to  enter  the  same  in  u  book  to  be  kept  by  each  woman,  to  he  pro- 
duced on  demand." 

•'  26.  -^  woman  finding  herself  to  be  venereally  infected  to  report  either 
ti)  the  keeper  or  the  jiolioe ;  in  otlier  illne«s  to  refiort  to  the  medical  officer, 
who  will  direct  her  course  of  treatment  at  home,  or,  in  venereal  and  infec- 
tious cases,  at  the  has]]ital.  In  eases  of  [iregnancy  she  is  to  njjort  herself 
to  the  medical  officer." 

'*  27.  A  kee(H>r  punishable  for  the  disease  of  a  man  in  his  hotise,  and  lia- 
ble for  tiie  charges  of  cure." 

TIk'  niuuiiiiiig  .-^ct-lioiKS  relate  to  tbo  collection  of  the  tax;  the 
pfiiaitifs  for  violation  are  fine  and  impri.sonment. 

Having  thus  briefly  sketched  the  progress  of  legislatioD  on  pros- 
titution in  Hamburg,  billed  upon  the  principle  that  "prostitution 
is  a  necessary  evil,  and,  as  such,  must  Iw  endured  under  strict  su- 
pervision of  the  authorities,"  it  seems  an  appropriate  place  to  copy 
the  followinir  retnark.s  of  an  eminent  local  writer: 

"  That  brothels  are  an  evil  no  one  can  deny ;  still,  the  arguments  against 
the  sufferance  of  l)rothels  are,  except  as  to  that  incontestable  truth,  no  an- 
swer to  the  'necessity,'  which  is  the  verj-  ^/  of  the  thing,  and  which  ne- 
oe.ssity  is  liased  on  the  uncontrollable  nature  of  sexual  intenxiunie,  and  oo 
the  circumstances  of  our  social  condition  " 

"  The  sufferance  of  brothels  is  necessary, 

•*  1.  For  the  repression  of  profligacy,  of  private  prostitution  as  well  aa  of 
its  kindnil  crimes,  adulterj',  rape.  al)ortion.  infanticide,  and  all  kinds  of  il- 
licit gratification  of  sexual  passion.  The  latter  cases  occur  verj-  rai-ciy  with 
us.  Of  Pwderasty  or  Sodomy  we  find  but  few  instances ;  and  of  that  un- 
natural iutervourse  of  women  with  I'ach  otlii-r,  referred  to  by  Pareut-Duehat^ 
elet  as  eummon  among  the  Parisian  girls,  we  find  no  trace." 
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"  The  .sufferance  of  brotbels  operates  to  the  euppreaflion  of  private  prosti- 
tution, in  90  far  as  brothel-keepers  and  the  '  inijcribed'  women  are,  for  their 
own  interest,  opposed  to  it,  and  are  serviceable  to  the  police  in  its  detection. 
Unquestionabl}',  private  prostitution  is  an  incalculably  greater  evil  than 
public  vice." 

'•  2.  On  grounds  of  public  policy  in  regard  to  healtb.  It  in  quite  errone- 
ous to  8up|X)!ie  that  these  legalized  brothelx  contribute  to  the  tipread  of 
syphilitic  maladies.  This  iJiould  rather  be  imputed  to  the  private  prosti- 
tution which  would  enaue  on  the  breaking  u[i  of  the  brothels,  and  from 
which  that  medical  police  supervision  that  now  limits  the  spread  of  infec- 
tion would,  of  course,  be  withdrawn.  The  cxperienct)  of  all  time  proves  that, 
by  mcanH  of  secret  proHtitutioti.  the  intensity  and  vii-ulence  of  venereal  dis- 
orders have  been  aggravated,  to  the  multiplication  of  those  aj)palling  ez- 
amplos  familiar  to  every  medical  reader,  and  which  cause  one  to  shudder 
with  horror;  while  numerically,  disease  and  its  consequences  have  been  car- 
ried into  every  class  of  society.  It  is  precisely  our  knowledge  of  these  very 
factD  which  has  induced  the  sufferance,  or,  rather,  the  r^ulation  of  these 
brothek." 

"  3.  Suppitmtion  m  absolctei.t  ixpracticable,  inasmuch  as  the  evil  is 
nMitnl  in  an  uuciHKjuerablc  physical  re<]uireiueut.  It  would  seem  as  if  the 
zeal  against  public  brothels  implied  that  by  their  extinction  a  limitation  of 
aexual  inteiicourse,  except  in  marriage,  would  Iw  effected.  This  is  erroneous, 
for  reliable  details  prove  that  for  everj-  hundred  brothel  women  there  would 
be  two  hundred  private  prostiuites,  and  nn  human  power  could  prevent  this. 
In  a  great  city  and  frequented  sea-port  like  Hamburg,  the  hope  of  amend- 
ing this  would  be  purely  chimerical." 

Thus  inucb  lor  Hamburg  legidlation,  and  the  sound  urgumeuts 
ill  its  liivor.  We  will  now  give  some  faets  illustrative  ol'the  vice 
as  it  exists  at  the  jjresent  time,  using  a  pamphlet  by  Dr.  Lippert, 
entitled  "Prostitution  in  Hamburg.     1848." 

It  mu.-'t  be  premised  tbal,  for  the  purpose,  Hamburg  is  divided 
into  two  parts :  the  city  proper,  and  the  suburb  of  St.  Paul.  The 
latter  is  under  a  distinct  municipal  authority,  and  is  the  ordinary 
residene  •  of  seamen  and  those  depending  on  a  seafaring  life. 

For  many  years  the  police  returns  of  the  city  proper  would 
show  abfjut  five  hundred  of  the  rpgi8t«'red  "common  women" 
{fiiKjesilintljeii  IXrnen),  and  one  hundred  registered  brothels.  The 
pohce  regulations  requiring  monthly  payment  of  the  personal  and 
house  tax,  and  also  a  renewal  of  the  permission  to  keep  brothels 
at  the  same  time,  is  a  very  convenient  method  of  obtaining  a  census 
of  the  class.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  largest  and  small- 
est monthly  number  of  registi-red  women  for  several  years: 
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Year  1833     . 

.     .  Largest 

Dum 

l«r,  650     .     . 

Smallest 

number.  456 

"     1834     . 

" 

550     .     . 

iL 

450 

•'     1835     . 

it 

481     .     . 

k( 

441 

"     1836     . 

« 

546     .     . 

M 

473 

"     1837     . 

t< 

514     .     . 

U 

484 

"     1844     . 

« 

502     .     . 

"     1846     . 

it 

512     .     . 

,        , 

No  ruports. 

These  monthlj  repoi-ts  do  not  show  any  marked  variation  at 
any  particular  period,  the  rise  and  tiill  being  arbitrary.  The  Ihic- 
tuation  is  not  very  great  in  the  aggregate,  although  from  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  to  January,  1836,  there  was  a  decrease  of  86  lor  nearly 
one  fifth),  while  between  November,  1835,  and  January.  1836, 
there  was  a  correspiMiding  increase.  Since  that  time  the  numbers 
have  rejnained  steudily  at  about  one  point. 

The  housekeepers'  (borddin'rlh)  return  does  not  vary  to  thf  Ntme  ex- 
tent.    T()e  average  is 105 

But  it  docreaHod  in  1844  to 90 

"        '•  "  1845  " 93 

«        «         "  1846  " 96 

Of  the«>  housekce{K>r!s  in  the  last-named  year  (1846)  there  were 

Mules 60 

Fenuiles 36 — 96 

In  I*eceiiilx*r,  1844,  diere  were 

Registered  women 502 

who  were  .-iubdivided  into  those 

Living  in  n'gistcred  houses 294 

Living  privately 208—  502 

In  May,  1845,  there  were 

Registered  women 505 

who  were  subdivided  into  those 

Living  in  registered  homiefl   .    ' 326 

Living  privately 179 — 505 

(At  this  period  there  were  four  registered  houses  without  any  women  in 
them.) 

In  AuguKt,  1846,  there  were 

Regi^tcn.'d  won)en 512 

who  were  xubdividcd  into  those 

Living  ill  registered  houses 334 

Living  privately 178 — 51S 

These  figures  show  that  the  number  of  those  living  privately  is 
gradually  diminishing,  more  of  them  being  concentrated  in  the  reg- 
istered houses. 

Dr.  Lippert  is  of  opinion  that  prostitution  decreases  in  the  sum- 
mer and  increases  in  the  winter  mouths.  The  statistic?  will  cer- 
tainly support  this  theory,  but  the  difference  is  so  small  as  scarcely 
to  warrant  its  reception  as  a  rule. 
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Thuh  the  months  of  May  and  July,  for  five  years,  give  a  monthly 

average  of 499 1^ 

and  the  months  of  November  and  January  for  the  tame  time  ^vy 

u  monthly  average  of 501  ^ 

showing  an  average  increaiie  in  the  winter  monthii  of  ...  .  1  fif 
or  about  one  third  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  average  number  of  prostitutes. 

In  reference  to  the  classes  frotu  vvbieli  tite  rauka  of  the  eominon 
women  in  Hamburg  aii;  reeruited,  Dr.  Lippert  states  that  four 
fiftlis  are  from  the  agricultural  distriets  of  the  vicinity ;  that  they 
live  a«  house-aervants,  tavern-waiters,  or  in  other  callings  for  a 
time,  and  then  become  pro.stitutej*  "as  a  matter  of  business." 
Without  any  desin'  to  controvert  his  opinion  on  local  questions, 
it  may  b*'  doubu-d  whether  bad  example,  vicious  education,  igno- 
ranc*'  of  moral  or  religious  obligations,  or  temptation,  are  not. "suffi- 
cient to  account  for  their  fall,  asidv  from  this  .sweej)ing  denuncia- 
tion, this  commercial  view  of  the  question,  opptxsed  as  it  Ls  to  all 
experienev  in  every  civilized  country  where  any  inquiries  on  the 
suliject  have  been  made. 

The  private  pro.stitutes,  whether  registered  or  unregistered,  are 
mainly  seamstre.sses  or  others  dependent  uj)on  daily  labor.  These 
w<inieii  seem  to  retain  some  ualtn-al  .sense  of  the  disgrace  attached 
to  open  and  avowed  courtesans,  and  in  their  secrecy  and  quiet  re- 
tain a  few  feminine  characteristics  of  which  the  common  brothel 
wonuni  is  destitute. 

We  have  no  reliable  detail  of  private  unregistered  pi-o.^titution, 
or  of  mere  houses  of  accommudatioii  in  Hamburg;  but  an  im[K(r- 
tJint  fact  is  to  be  Ibund  in  the  nuiiilHT  of  illegitinuite  childi-en,  and 
the  decrease,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  of  the  number  of 
marriages.  The  following  re.sults  are  taken  from  \edderme3'er'» 
"SUilislics  and  Tn|)02r;ipli\  of  Ilainburir.  " 

III  1199,  the  marriages  were  about  1  in    45; 

From  182G  to  1835,  "        "  "        '♦     1  "     97; 

In  1840,  "        «  '•        "     1  "  100. 

The  pniportion  of  illegitimate  to  legitimate  childii  n  i-  :dx)ut  1 
to  5,  the  actual  number  of  illegitimate  births  being  as  follows: 

Y«k». 

188(i 
1827 
1828 
I8S» 
IHIO 
I8.<;i 
IKVJ 


Ulccittnutn 

Vtmi>. 

UK>|cliliuat« 

Yvttrv. 

ni-gltliMW 

HInh*. 

IHrtlM. 

lilrthf. 

(MS 

1834   .. 

867 

84e 

1840 

7r.4 

606 

1941     .. 

749 

728 

I8;r.  .. 

IS!16  .. 

730 

H«7 

1842  .. 

702 

801 

184.'?  ... 

e-vi 

786 

1837  .. 

771 

1844  ... 

7»7 

80.^ 

IH3M    .. 

762 

184.1  .. 

778 

;t2t; 

lass  .. 

7t» 

|84«    . 

779 
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The  population  of  Hamburg  wa«  in  182(>  . 
"  "  •'         1840  . 

"  "         1846  . 

aumed  an  the  number. 


100,902 
l'24,9t>7 
130  000  or  upward  was  as- 


Wo  have  now  to  examine  tLe  ijlivsiologioal  aud  pathological 
peculiarities  of  the  Hamburg  prostitutes. 

The  police  regulations  require  that  no  registered  woman  shall 
be  under  twenty  years  of  age  ;  but  in  this  they  have  a  discretion- 
ary power,  so  ns  to  keep  under  inspe<;tion  and  supervision  some 
younger  girls  whom  neither  the  work-house  nor  prison  can  re- 
claim, the  experience  of  the  Hamburg  authorities  having  con- 
vinced them  that  such  puuUivt  institutions  art-  ntkiom  successful  in 
the  work  of  refonnalion ;  a  truth  which  will,  ere  long,  be  more  gen- 
erally acknowledged,  especially  in  reference  to  abandoned  women, 
than  it  is  at  the  pre8(jnt  day. 

The  official  list  for  1844  shows  that  of  the  registered  j-rosiitutes 
there  were 


Under  20  vears  of  ape  •     ■ 

Prom    20  '  "      to  30  yeare 

«       30    "      "  40  "  " 

«       40    "      "  50     " 


Total 


16 

401 

74 

11 

502 


In  1846,  of  women  living  in  registered  houses,  there  were 

From  20  ^-ears  to  30  yeare  of  age 199 

«     30     «    "  40     «       «           ....       50 
«     40     "    "  50     "      "         8 


Total 


257 


Holland 
Rmuia 
France  . 

•     •     • 

2 

2 

.     .       1 

Total      . 

.     503 

The  birth-places  of  the  502  women  reported  in  1844  included 
most  of  the  countries  in  Germany.     There  were  from 

Hamburg  ...  108 

Hunover 101 

Prussia 81 

Holaiein 78 

Other  porta  of  Germany    129 

The  nativity  returns  for  612  women,  in  1846,  do  not  vary  ma- 
terially from  the  alwve,  the  difference  in  the  lbreigu-bt)ru  being 
that  there  were  four,  instead  of  five,  bom  out  of  Germany.  These 
tables  show  that  alxmt  one  iu  five  are  natives  of  Hamburg  city 
and  territory.  Dr.Lippert  notices  this  fact  as  a  small  proj.)<»rtion» 
and  accounts  for  it  by  enumerating  the  difficulties  of  local  rela- 
tionship, parentage,  etc.,  which  would  be  opposed  to  the  registra- 
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tion  of  nativf  womeu.  These  circumstances  favor  the  pre«iimji- 
tion  that  many  of  the  unregistered  women  are  city  born. 

The  Hamburger  Berg,  or  Si.  Paul's  Suburb,  is  on  the  west  side 
of  Hamburg,  and  has  already  been  mentioned  as  the  abo<le  of  sea- 
men and  their  dependents.  Brothels  were  tolerated  here,  in  def- 
erence to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  at  a  time  when  they  were 
strictly  excluded  from  the  city  proper.  The  women  and  the 
houses  are  of  a  dift'erent  type  from  those  of  other  parts  of  Ham- 
burg. All  the  prostitutes  live  in  registered  houses,  unregistered 
or  private  traffic  in  this  quarter  being  rigorously  opposed  by  the 
authorities.  The  brothels  and  their  inmates  are  in  the  most  flour- 
ishing condition  at  the  end  of  autumn,  when  the  home  voyages 
are  completed  and  the  sailors  paid  ofl.  For  a  time  mirth  and  ex- 
citement bear  the  sway ;  when  the  wages  are  all  spent,  things  re- 
lapse into  their  old  condition,  and  sometimes  the  keepers  dismiss 
some  of  their  women,  the  supply  being  in  excess  of  the  demand. 

During  the  year  184rt  the  uuniWr  of  registered  women  in  this 

district  wa- 

Jaaxuay                         186      i       August    .  181 

May 189      |       December 169 

The  169  women  registered  in  December  were  distributtxi  among 
nineteen  tolerated  houses.  In  seven  of  these  music  and  darn  ing 
were  permitted,  and  they  contained  respectively  21,  13.  11.  1».  20, 
18,  29  women,  leaving  only  26  women  to  inhabit  the  remaining 
twelve  houses. 

The  age.s  of  the.se  women  were 

Under  20  years 27 

From    20     ■•     to  30  years 129 

30      •      ••  40     •'    13 

Touil 169 

The  places  of  birth  do  not  vary  materially  from  the  proportions 
given  already.  Other  matters  relating  to  this  particular  class  will 
be  found  hereafter. 

In  their  physique  the  great  majority  of  the  registered  women 
present  no  pleasing  aspect.  Generally  t;iken  from  the  rudest 
classes,  they  are  coarse  and  unattractive  in  their  appearance,  and 
from  the  amsequences  of  irregular  indulgence  and  continual  ex- 
posure, they  soon  lose  the  womanly  characteristics  they  once  pos- 
sessed. But  this  is  not  a  portrait  of  the  w^hole.  Among  the  un- 
regi.*tered  private  women  may  te  found  some  of  considerable 
beauty.     The  registered  women  who  re.side  in  private,  or  in  first- 
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class  brothels,  have  snmv  prt?pos!«*asing  members  of  their  ranks, 
while  tho  St,  Paul  suburVi  hiis  fVw  but  of  tlir  roughest  kind.  Phys- 
ical strength  seems  more  in  (leitiaiul  among  the  habituh  of  that 
section  than  a  graoefiil  form  or  a  pretty  face. 

In  their  bodily  peculiaritii-s  and  diseases  there  is  no  difference 
between  the  public  women  of  Hamburg  and  tho.-^e  of  other  eities. 
At  the  commencement  of  their  career  they  frequently  become 
thin  anil  emaciated,  but  after  a  time,  i>robab!y  owing  to  their  idle 
life  ami  goinl  iiwd,  regain  their  substance.  In  their  pliiTnological 
development  we  find  a  marked  ]>ivf>ond<'ranei'  of  the  animal  in- 
stiuct-s  over  the  intelleetiutl  far-nllies.  The  ctVeel  of  their  mode  of 
life  will  depend  somewhat  ujmhi  individual  eon.'^titiitioii.  The 
teeth  of  women  of  the  town  are  generally  bad,  but  in  Hamburg 
they  are  in  excellent  order — much  better  than  the  majority  of  the 
general  population.  Their  complexion  is  pale,  and  they  endeavor 
to  remedy  this  by  the  constant  use  of  coarse  cloths,  applications 
of  can  de  Cologne,  and  other  stimulants,  but  very  rarely  by  paint- 
ing, except  among  the  lowest  elas.ses.  They  soon  lose  their  hair 
from  dissipation,  the  use  of  pomatum,  curling  irons,  etc.  It  is, 
however,  in  the  rough,  hai-sh  voice  that  the  most  conspicuous  re- 
sult of  their  c.'dling  is  shown. 

We  will  leave,  for  the  present,  the  medical  portiori  of  this  in- 
quirv,  and  give  a  sketch  of  theii'  domestic  or  every -day  life.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  police  divi.sions  are  into  "  register- 
ed" or  "  unregistered,"  and  "  public"  or  "  private"  women. 

The  public  women  {pffenilklien  dimeii)  arc  und<M-  the  sj>eeial 
control  and  supervision  of  a  police  authority  charged  with  this 
duty.  Without  his  express  cognizance  and  permission  they  can 
not  be  i"egi.^tered,  or  "  written  in"  (fingvsrh riebeti),  nor  can  they 
have  liberty  to  change  their  residence,  or  to  Ix'  "written  out" 
{mtsgeschriAen).  This  officer  is  the  collector  of  the  impost  upon 
them  and  upon  the  brothel-keejX'r  (hordehn'rOi),  which  is  paid 
over  to  the  fund  (mcretrireii  k-as-^e).  We  can  not  give  the  detailed 
application  of  this  money,  but,  in  general  terms,  it  does  not  swell 
the  revenues  of  the  {-ity,  and,  to  avoid  public  scandal,  i:'  ;tp|ilied 
exclusively  to  the  police  an<l  medical  services  n^quired  by  thi  class. 

The  keepers  and  women  an-  of  three  grades.  It  does  not  clear- 
ly ap[H'ar  whether  a  woman  can  .select  the  class  with  whom  she 
will  a.«sociate.  We  are  inclined  to  think  the  magistrates  decide 
this  point,  and  allot  her  to  the  one  for  which  she  seems  best 
adapted. 
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In  their  apparel  and  food  there  exists  the  usual  diiference  that 
may  be  tbuud  in  all  places  and  ranks  of  life.  The  police  teguia- 
tions,  ami  tlu-  geuerallv  sober  style  of  dress  among  the  Hamburg- 
ers, restrict  any  imiuoilesl  display  of  the  person  or  extnivagance 
of  attire.  The  lirst-class  women  are  generally  costumed  with  Uu^te 
and  elegance,  while  among  the  lower  ranks  plain  and  ser\'iceable 
garments  arc  in  dcmaiul.  In  most  cases  of  the  registered  women 
residing  in  V>rothe!s,  tin-  keejx^r  supplies  the  clothes,  and  very 
often  charges  extravagant  prices  for  them.  Extortionate  demands 
in  this  ivspect  are  a  IViutful  source  of  complaints  to  the  police,  who 
moderate  tiie  bills  with  no  very  tender  sympathy  for  the  creditor. 
The  clothes  and  jewelry  of  some  of  the  first-class  women  are  hiivd 
from  some  clothes-lender  {vermietheiun^n),  but  others  seldom  resort 
t(t  this  expedient,  excepting  for  trinkets. 

The  food  of  the  house-women  is  gixnl  and  plentiful,  varying  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  the  brothel  in  which  they  live.  The  old 
sumptuary  laws  are  not  in  force,  but  the  interest  of  the  keeper  in- 
duces him  to  desire  a  prudent  popularity  among  his  women,  and 
U)  maintain  the  character  of  his  Lmusc  by  the  liljendity  of  his  en- 
tertainment lioth  in  quanliiy  and  quality.  A  considerable  portion 
of  their  liquids  is  coffee,  of  which  they  are  very  fond.  Wines  and 
liquors  arc  supplied  by  the  house  only  tm  holidays,  but  visitors 
can  purchase  them  at  any  time  they  wish.  Drunkenness  is  com- 
paratively rare  among  the  better  chiss,  partly  owing  to  the  care 
of  the  keeper,  but  more  from  divad  of  the  police  supervision  and 
consequent  punishment. 

In  their  intellectual  capacity  there  is  nothing  to  distinguish  the 
prostitutes  in  Hamburg.  Few  can  i"cad,  and  fewer  still  can  write. 
Those  who  win  read  seek  their  amusement  in  the  old  romances  of 
the  circulating  libraries,  seldom  jx'rusing  that  libidinous  style  of 
publications  known  among  us  as  "yellow-covered  literature.''  En 
pasniii(,  this  seems  the  universal  practice  of  the  cltiss,  wherever 
any  inquiries  have  been  made.  Like  other  ignorant  persons,  they 
are  supt^rstitious.  Lippert  mention.s  one  particular  omen  connect- 
ed with  their  calling:  she  who  picks  up  any  article  which  has 
been  thrown  away  is  sure  to  receive  a  visit  from  a  man  soon  after. 
He  does  not  say  whether  this  h)\s  b«M^n  verified  by  experience. 

Their  ordinary  routine  of  life  is  one  of  useless  idleness.  They 
rise  about  ten  and  twJce  hn-akfast,  of  whifh  coffee  is  the  staple. 
The  morning  is  loitered  away  in  dressing,  reading  novels,  playing 
card.*  or  dominoes,  and  kindred  occupations.    In  some  of  the  low 
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er-clas8  houses  they  dispel  their  mnui  hy  assisting  in  domestic 
work,  but  this  is  a  mattt-r  of  favor  which  they  are  careful  shall  not 
become  an  obUgatiou.  By  the  middle  of  the  day  they  are  ready 
for  dinner.  In  the  afternoon  they  add  the  finishing  touches  to 
their  dress,  and  wait  the  arrival  of  visitors.  Some  resort  to  the 
public  lounges  or  dancing  saloons  to  form  or  cultivate  acqu.aint- 
ances,  but  the  aristocracy  of  the  order  hold  it  more  becoming  to 
their  dignity  to  stay  at  home  and  wait  for  their  "friends." 

Ill  lluit  line  and  peculiar  quality  of  modesty,  which  adds  the 
crowning  grace  to  woman's  charms,  even  the  prostitute  is  not 
wholly  deficient.  Some  trace  of  the  angel  attribute  is  visible,  but 
mostly  ill  the  private  women,  where  a  regard  for  the  decent  pro- 
prieties of  life  yet  lingers  amid  the  wreck  of  character,  and  to  such 
it  frequently  forms  the  chief  attraction. 

Religion  has  an  influence  over  some,  strangely  at  variance  with 
its  dictates  as  are  their  lives,  but  a  large  majority  are  entirely  des- 
titute of  any  such  sentiment.  Occjisionally,  Biblical  f>icture8  may 
be  Sijen  in  the  rooms  of  brothels,  but  mi-n-ly  as  ornaments,  for  they 
are  neutralized  by  the  contiguity  of  others  more  consonant  with 
the  place. 

In  their  relations  to  the  male  sex  there  are  differences  between 
women  residing  in  public  brothels  and  those  living  privately, 
whether  registered  or  unregistered.  Partly  from  inclination,  but 
mainly  from  policy  on  tln'  part  of  the  keejK'r,  the  former  seldom 
own  allegiance  to  any  particular  lover.  It  is  true  that  any  one 
who  is  able  and  willing  to  pay  liberally  can  come  and  go  as  he 
pleases,  provided  he  does  not  interfeiv  with  the  girl's  "business" 
in  other  profitable  quarters.  Not  so  with  the  private  women,  who 
frequently  have  ])articular  "  lovi-nn"  to  whom  they  show  nmch 
kindness,  although  from  them  they  often  n-eeive  but  little  sympa- 
thy or  protection,  many  of  these  men  not  scrupling  to  exist  en- 
tirelv  upon  the  eartiings  of  a  woman  whom  they  would  publicly 
insult  if  they  met  her  away  from  home. 

In  their  personal  conduct  toward  each  other  the  women  resid- 
ing in  one  house  are  constrained  and  envious.  In  the  first  class 
there  is  a  ceremonious  retention  of  the  forms  of  politi-ness,  but 
they  are  too  frequently  brought  into  personal  rivalry  to  entertain 
much  good  feeling.  In  the  lower  cla-sses  jealousy  often  finds  vent 
in  reproaches  or  blows,  and  frequently  a  conflict  ensues  requiring 
the  interposition  of  the  host  or  of  a  neighboring  police  officer. 
Among  those  who  live  alone  warm  friendships  are  not  uncommon ; 
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The  hours  of  dosing  in  th<>si^  fiixt  and  second  rate  brothels  are 
not  so  slrietl}!  enforced  by  the  poHoe  as  in  the  lower  parts.  Oc- 
(.•asionally  the  women  are  allowed  to  visit  the  balls  at  the  cele- 
brated Hall  of  Mirrors,  or  other  well-kuowu  dancing  saloons  in 
the  vicinity. 

In  first-rate  houses  the  accounts  between  the  keeper  and  the 
women  an-  but  little  underatoo<L  As  alivady  observed,  some  of 
them  hire  their  clothes;  othei-s  purchase  from  the  landlord  on 
credit,  and  he  charges  accordingly ;  but  these  matters  trouble  the 
women  very  slightly.  If  they  leave  one  house  to  reside  in  anoth- 
er, the  new  keeper  pays  the  old  one's  bill;  if  a  woman  abandons 
prostitution  entirely,  the  host's  demand  is  tfjtally  irrecoverable. 

In  the  second  and  third  rate  houses  tlie  charges  for  boarfl  and 
lodging  are  better  understood.  It  will  average  about  twenty 
marks  (five  dollars)  a  week,  washing,  fire,  and  light  being  extra 
charges.  The  keeper  will  supply  fortunate  or  attractive  women 
with  articles  of  dn-ss  to  any  ivasonable  amount,  but  his  liberahty 
is  restricted  toward  those  who  have  fewer  visitors.  His  endeavor 
is  to  keep  all  in  debt,  and  in  tlii.s  hi-  is  usually  successful.  Thoir 
ornaments  are  usually  the  properly  of  the  landlortl,  and  fonn  a 
common  stock  distributed  among  his  boarders  in  the  manner  best 
calculated  to  incrt.-ii.se  or  ilisplay  their  powers  of  fescination,  and 
resumed  by  him  at  discretion. 

Passing  over  some  intermediate  classes  of  brothels,  which  pre- 
sent no  remarkable  characteristics,  to  thi>se  in  the  Oangen,  we  find 
the  lowest  grade  of  registered  houses  iiiid  registered  women.  Most 
of  these  are  drinking-shops,  and  the  police  exercise  the  right  of 
determining  the  prices  to  be  charged  for  liquors.  Here  may  fre- 
quently be  seen  host,  guests,  and  girls,  drinking  and  frolicking  to- 
gether in  a  small  back  room,  where  scene.'*  of  gross  indelieaey  (to 
use  a  mild  term)  frequently  take  place.  The  women  in  this  district 
have  literally  to  work  hard,  and  are  generally  rt;quircd  to  perform 
all  the  domestic  labor  of  the  establishment  In  winter  it  is  a  com- 
mon (xvurrt-nce  tor  them  to  take  a  shovfl  and  clear  the  snow  and 
ice  from  the  pavement  in  front  of  their  domicile.  Like  olhei-s  of 
their  calling,  they  are  seldom  out  of  the  landloixi's  debt,  their 
board  costing  them  from  ten  to  fourteen  marks  weekly  (say  three 
to  four  dollars).  Wjishing,  fire,  and  light  cost  a  dollar  more,  and 
the  hair-dresser's  chargi;  is  about  fifly  cents.  In  addition  to  this, 
they  must  pay  the  weekly  medical  and  moiithly  police  tax.  They 
spend  a  miserably  monotonous  existence,  seldom  h-aviiig  the  house 
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authorities  do  not  synipathizf  in  my  way  with  the  brothel-keep- 
ers, but  use  all  their  energips  to  serve  the  women  whenever  any 
occasion  offers. 

Th*'  registered  women  are  designated  as  "  Brothel  women" 
{BordelJ  dirnen),  who  live  in  licensed  houses ;  a.«i  "  Private  wom- 
en" (_/«r  sick  ivohnende  dimen)  when  they  live  by  theruselve.s,  in 
which  case  their  landlords  are  mostly  mechanics,  hucksters,  or 
lauiidrcsscs:  and  the  conini(»n  "  Stroet-waIk<M-s''  (.!!ftra.w«;  dirnetA, 
who  ply  their  trade  in  the  streets,  and  find  shelter  in  the  abodes 
of  indigence  and  iniserj'.  These  last  are  the  lowest  grade  of  the 
rcgii«tered  women. 

Most  of  the  brothels  {burddk)  are  in  the  uldest  parts  of  the 
aty,  to  which  they  were  originally  liuiitefl,  but  the  leading  houses 
may  he  found  in  the  Schwieger  sIruAtf,  a  street  of  moderiitc  iraftic 
in  a  good  iiciglttorhoo<l.  Hen*  the  women  :irc  .seated  at  the  win- 
dows, conspicuously  dressed  up  and  prepared  for  the  public  ev«\ 
milking  themselves  known  to  pass<»ngers  by  their  gestures  and 
salutiitious.  Some  of  these  houses  accommodate  lus  many  iis  (inir- 
te«;n  inmates.  They  are  well  supplied  with  g(X)d  maliogany  liir- 
niture  an<l  fine  dntperies,  and  are  neat  and  elegant  thmughout. 
The  women  arc  generally  from  twenty  tn  twenty-five  years  old, 
and  are  attractively  dresstnl  and  d<'«)rated.  The  venereal  disease 
is  very  rare  among  this  class,  great  attention  being  paid  to  per- 
sonal cleanliness,  and  the  bath  very  frequently  used.  The  nu'ti 
who  visit  this  neighborhood  con.sist  of  merchants,  the  richer  pub- 
lie  and  business  employes,  officers,  and  iwpecially  the  numer- 
ous commercial  men  who  resort  to  Hamburg  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year. 

The  denizejis  of  the  Dnmmlhonvall,  the  DrehMmi,  and  VI- 
riixis  strasse  lead  but  a  dull  life,  as  it  is  the  custom  in  tlu)se  locali- 
ties for  the  women  to  sit  at  the  windows  all  day.  Their  great  di- 
urnal event  is  the  visit  of  the  hair-dre-sst-r  {fri.ienrkin).  who,  while 
contributing  to  the  adornment  of  the  pei-son,  a  very  .s^-nous  af- 
fair, owing  to  the  quantity  f>f  false  hair  required,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  making  to-day's  effect  vary  from  yesterday's,  also  retails 
the  latest  items  of  interesting  news  or  sc^indal.  Whenever  any 
of  thes«'  women  go  out  to  walk,  it  is  customary  for  the  keeper  to 
send  together  two  who  an-  at  variance  with  each  other,  so  as  to 
establish  a  mutual  check.  The  hair-dressing  and  walk  over,  the 
next  imjx>rtiint  occurrence  is  dinner,  aft'^r  which  they  sjiend  their 
time  solely  at  the  doors  or  windows. 
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The  hours  of  dosing  in  these  lirst  and  second  rate  brothels  are 
not,  su  strictly  eiitarced  by  the  police  as  in  the  lower  parts.  Oc- 
casionally the  women  are  allowed  to  visit  the  balls  at  the  cele- 
brated Ball  of  Mirrors,  or  other  well-kuown  dancing  saloons  in 
the  vicinity. 

In  first-rate  hou.ses  the  accounts  between  the  keeper  and  the 
women  are  but  little  underst(X)d.  As  already  observed,  some  of 
them  hire  their  clothes;  others  purchase  from  the  landlord  on 
credit,  and  he  charges  accordingly  ;  but  these  matters  trouble  the 
women  very  slightly.  If  they  leave  one  house  to  reside  in  anoth- 
er, the  new  keeper  pays  the  old  ones  bill;  if  a  woman  abandons 
prostitution  entirely,  the  host's  demand  is  totally  irrecoverable. 

In  the  .second  and  third  rate  houses  the  charges  for  lioard  and 
lodging  are  better  miderstoud.  It  will  average  about  twenty 
marks  (five  dollars)  a  week,  washing,  fire,  and  light  being  extra 
charges.  The  keeper  will  supply  fortunate  or  attractive  women 
with  articles  of  dress  to  any  reasonable  amount,  but  hi.s  lib<T.dity 
is  restricted  toward  those  who  have  fewer  visitors.  His  endeavor 
is  to  keep  all  in  debt,  and  in  this  ht-  is  usually  successful.  Their 
ornaments  are  usually  llie  property  of  the  landlord,  and  form  a 
common  stock  distributi*d  among  his  boaitlers  in  the  manner  best 
calculated  to  increfise  or  display  their  powers  of  fiscination,  and 
resumed  by  him  at  discretion. 

Passing  over  .some  intermediate  classes  of  brothels,  which  pre- 
sent no  remarkable  characteristics,  to  tho.se  in  the  Oangen,  we  find 
the  lowest  grade  of  registered  houses  aud  registered  women.  Most 
of  these  are  drinking-shops,  and  the  police  exercise  the  right  of 
determining  the  prices  to  be  charged  for  liquors.  Here  may  fre- 
quently be  seen  host,  guests,  and  girls,  drinking  and  frolicking  to- 
gether in  a  small  back  ixxim,  where  scenes  of  gross  indelicacy  (to 
use  a  mild  term)  frequently  take  place.  The  women  in  this  district 
havt;  literally  to  work  hard,  and  are  generally  required  to  perform 
all  the  domestic  labor  of  the  e.stablishment.  In  winter  it  is  a  com- 
mon (X-eurrence  for  them  to  take  n  shovt)  and  clear  the  snow  and 
ice  from  the  pavement  in  front  of  their  domicile.  Like  others  of 
their  calling,  they  are  seldom  out  of  the  landlord's  debt,  their 
board  costing  them  from  ten  to  fourteen  iiuirks  weekly  (say  three 
to  four  dollars).  Washing,  fin%  and  light  cost  a  dollar  more,  aud 
the  hair-dresser's  chargt-  is  about  fifty  cents.  In  addition  to  this, 
they  must  pay  the  weekly  medical  and  monthly  police  tax.  They 
spend  a  miserably  monotonous  e.vistence,  seldom  leaving  the  house 
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for  weeks  or  even  months,  except  when  they  are  r»^quired  to  visit 
the  doctors  or  the  polii-i'.  Their  visitors  are  from  the  roughest 
and  most  animalized  of  the  jxipulation,  and  the  treatment  they  re- 
ceive is  merely  that  of  purchasable  commodities,  intended  to 
supply  the  grosser  wants  of  men  whose  livts  are  centred  in  sen- 
suality. Like  their  compeers  of  the  St.  Paul  Suburb,  they  are 
usually  women  of  great  strength  and  endurance,  but  .soon  degen- 
erate into  mere  passive,  passionless  tools.  Could  it  l>e  imagined 
that  they  were  of  reflective  habits,  it  would  be  impossible  to  con- 
ceive a  more  severe  punishment  than  their  own  sense  of  the  deg- 
radation, the  total  loss  of  all  womanly  feelings,  exhibited  in  their 
daily  existence 

The  brothel  -  keepers,  among  whom  are  some  Jews,  have  no 
striking  peeuliarities  as  a  class.  It  has*  b«-en  already  shown  that 
both  sexe.s  are  engaged  in  the  hideous  trade,  :ind,  despite  the  police 
regulations  and  restrictions,  the  obligations  and  disabilities  under 
which  thoy  are  placed,  it  is  undoubtedly  a  most  lucrative  occupa- 
tion. The  rental  of  a  registt-red  housi  is  usually  double  the  or- 
dinary charge  for  similar  tenements.  There  are  some  keepers 
who  own  the  houses  in  which  they  live.  In  their  liabilities  must 
be  included  the  regulation  which  makes  them  responsible  for 
thefts  committed  in  their  houses,  and  for  any  violence  or  disorder 
which  may  lake  place  there,  the  penalties  for  which  are  fine,  im- 
pri.sonmtMit,  anrl  loss  of  license.  They  also  sustain  considerable 
losses  from  the  repentance  of  some  of  their  inmates ;  but,  in  spite 
of  all  untoward  circumstances,  they  contrive  to  make  money  rap- 
i<lly. 

The  period  during  which  they  continue  in  bunness  is  uncertain, 
many  of  them  continuing  their  houses  from  inclination  long  after 
they  have  accumulated  sufficient  property  to  retire.  Of  the  fe- 
male keepers  some  are  young  and  handsome,  but  these  do  not  find 
much  favor  with  their  women,  who  dread  the  effects  of  an  opposi- 
tion. They  are  rarely  married,  but  cohabit  with  some  man  for 
the  sake  of  his  protection.  Among  these  pro  tempore  husbands 
are  some  whose  qualifications  and  previous  positions  render  it  sur- 
prising that  they  should  consent  to  purchase  existence  from  so 
polluted  a  source. 

The  housekeepers  of  the  Hamburger  Berg  are  not  only  under  a 
separate  municipal  jurisdiction,  but  are  in  themselves  a  different 
class  of  people.  They  are  mostly  men,  their  dealings  being  prin- 
cipally with  sailors,  and  their  visitors  sometimes  demanding  more 
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physical  strength  than  a  woman  could  command  to  restrain  them 
within  the  prescribed  hmits.  Their  houses  are  but  iiiditt'erently 
furnished,  and  the  whole  arrangements  are  very  humble  and  un- 
pretending in  character.  A  few  years  ago  fatal  quarrels  were  not 
unconmion  among  their  customers,  but  this  pugnacious  tendency 
has  been  materially  checked  by  u  stricter  and  more  constant  police 
visitation.  Even  now,  jealousy  will  sometimes  cause  a  furioua 
contest  between  two  of  the  hardy  sons  of  Neptune.  The  singular 
fidelity  of  some  sailors  to  particular  women  will  account  for  this. 
When  a  man  returns  from  a  long  voyage,  he  is  desirous  of  paying 
his  attentions  to  the  female  who  has  before  shared  his  affections 
and  his  wages,  and  if  he  finds  her  under  the  protection  of  another 
man,  the  natural  result  is  a  trial  of  strength  as  to  who  shall  be  the 
possessor  of  the  beauty  in  dispute.  These  tournaments,  or  the 
general  fray  which  sometimes  arises  at  the  clos»;  of  the  Sunday 
evening  dance,  require  ttj  be  subdued  by  no  gentle  means:  hearty 
blows  are  far  more  effectual  peacemakers  than  words  or  threats. 

Some  of  these  registered  hosts  have  followed  their  calling  for 
many  years.  One  noble  incident  in  connection  with  them  must 
not  be  omitted.  In  the  severe  winter  of  1846,  the  landlord  of  the 
"  Four  Lions,"  a  brothel-keeper  of  twenty-four  years'  stjmding, 
maintained  at  his  own  cost,  for  some  months,  nearly  one  hundred 
p(X)r  families,  many  of  them  with  three  or  four  children  each. 

In  the  dance-houses  there  is  music  every  evening  except  Sat- 
urday; on  week-days  from  six  to  eleven,  and  on  Sundays  from 
four  to  eleven.  At  eleven  the  music  is  stopped,  and  at  twelve 
the  house  is  peremptorily  closed.  The  evenings  during  the  week 
are  comparatively  dull  affairs,  and  male  visitors  are  sometimes  so 
scarce  that  the  women  are  compelled  to  dance  with  each  other,  or 
sit  in  inglorious  idleness.  A  scene  of  the  wildest  uproar  and  most 
uncontrolled  mirth  ia  exhibited  on  Sunday  evenings.  Every  va- 
riety of  national  dance  may  then  be  seen — cachucha,  reel,  jig, 
oontr^-dance,  waltz,  and  hornpipe  have  each  their  several  a<lmir- 
ere.  Songs  and  shouts  are  heard  in  every  conceivable  dialect, 
and  the  room  becomes  literally  "confiision  worse  confounded" 
until  the  hour  arrives  for  closing. 

Of  the  registered  women  living  by  themselves  there  is  little  to 
note.  They  are  more  industrious  than  those  in  brothels.  Many 
of  them  have  a  fixed  occupation,  but  resort  to  prostitution  to  in- 
crease their  income.  Money  earned  in  this  way  is  occasionally 
required  for  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  but  is  more  frequent- 
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\y  spent  in  personal  gratification,  in  tin*  way  of  fine  dresses,  orna- 
ments, etc.,  or  is  appropriated  to  support  the  extravagunee  of 
some  lover,  who  repays  the  generosity  by  a  little  flatteritij;  atten- 
tion, or  an  oecasional  escort  to  some  dancing  salfKin  in  the  svib- 
urbs.  The  visitors  to  these  women  are  more  select  than  those  to 
the  courtesans  hitherto  described. 

In  the  lowest  ranks  of  prostitution,  the  common  ''strei't-walk- 
ers,"  to  be  met  at  all  times  and  phiees,  under  all  circuni.-^tances 
and  of  all  ages,  we  find  the  most  prolific  sources  of  inlecliou.  A 
certain,  though  very  small  reinnaiit  of  decency,  seconded  Vjv  the 
invaluable  wntehfulness  of  the  poliee,  secures  the  visitor  from  dis- 
ease auioug  the  inmates  of  registered  houses,  but  the  street-walk- 
er is  under  no  such  control.  Young  girls  scarcely  more  than  chil- 
dren, old  women  almost  grandmothers,  ply  their  frightful  trade  on 
the  "  walls"  around  the  city,  and  in  other  obscure  places,  where  a 
trifling  prest'Ht  will  purchase  their  care.sses.  Their  principal  cus- 
tomers an-  young  b»>ys  and  very  old  men,  their  practices  being 
continued  under  the  shades  of  evening  until  the  arrival  of  the 
night-watch  drives  them  to  their  wretched  dens?. 

The  Hamburg  police  arc  perfectly  cognizant  of  these  proceed- 
ings, juid  wage  per|>etuai  war  against  individuals,  but  find  it  alto- 
gether ini[K)ssible  to  suppress  the  class,  among  whom  are  the  ha- 
bitual tA-nanta  of  the  jail  and  the  House  of  Correction.  No  one 
can  difier  in  opinion  from  Dr.  Lipjiert,  who  say.s,  "  In  this  ehiss  of 
women  th<'  most  pernicious  results  of  prastitntion  are  to  be  found." 

Private  or  domestic  prostitution,  so  widely  extended  in  I'vei-y 
great  town,  exists  in  less  propoition  in  Hamburg  than  in  other 
capital  cities  of  the  same  extent.  That  disgraceful  union  in  evil 
occasionally  met  with  on  tht-  Contint-nt,  in  which  husband  and 
wife  mutually  agree  to  follow  their  inclinations  or  lusts  untrani- 
melcd  by  each  other,  is  sciiret-ly  known.  The  kept  woman  is 
comparatively  rare.  The  expense  attendant  upon  such  an  ap- 
pendage of  luxury  is  a  serious  (consideration,  and  nonf  but  the 
wealthy  jmtrician  or  successful  business  man  venture  on  the  .«tep. 
It  is  assumed,  on  very  good  authority,  that  there  are  not  fifty 
" mistre.sse.s"  in  Hamburg.  Those  residing  there  are  undtr  no 
|K>lice  amtrol,  as  in  a  public  point  of  view  they  commit  no  breach 
of  law. 

I'lider  the  second  head  of  private  prostitution  we  find  those 
who,  having  legitimate  employment,  increase  their  earnings  in 
this  manner.     We  have  alluded  already  to  the  same  class  of  reg- 
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isiou'd  women,  but  tlio  greaUr  i>ortion  keep  themselves  aloof  frnm 
police  observation  as  long  as  possible.  They  are  composed  of 
nexUe- women,  laundresses,  hair-dressers,  shop-girls,  and  others, 
but  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  they  represent  the  majonty  of 
women  dependent  upon  those  occupations.  The  contrary  is  the 
fact:  for  in  Hamburg,  as  every  where  else,  are  to  be  found  many 
bright  examples  of  chastity  in  the  midst  of  jxjverty ;  of  patient, 
persevering  industry  and  integrity  in  unfavorable  circumstances. 
Thost^  working  women  who  are  willing  to  accept  the  price  of  sin 
are  known  in  the  streets  by  a  peculiar  gait,  by  their  searching  and 
inviting  glances,  or  their  treacherous  but  winning  smile,  and  also 
by  frequently  walking  in  the  same  neighborhood.  They  are 
seldom  seen  abroad  during  the  day,  but  in  the  afternoon,  about 
"  'change  hours,"  they  begin  to  resort  to  the  strwts  near  the 
Bour-fr,  encountering  the  men  as  they  hurry  to  and  from  the  centre 
of  business.  In  the  evening  they  promenade  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  hotels  and  theatres,  on  the  Jnnqfenistig,  the  new  walls,  etc., 
when  night  helps  their  Incognito,  and  shrouds  them  in  a  little  more 
myster>-.  They  are  fond  of  atu^nding  the  theatres  and  dancing 
saloons  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  like  the  Parisian  ffrisette,  in  com- 
pany with  a  lover,  but  the  sum  of  their  enjoyment  is  complete  if 
tlii'V  can  participate  in  the  siiinual  Shrove  Tuesday  ball  and  mas- 
querside  at  the  Apollo  Saal,  the  Elb  Pavilion,  or  the  theatre. 

Another  cla&s  of  private  prostitutfis  is  known  to  the  police  by 

the  term  "  Winldehureti"  (hedge  w ).      These  are  of  the  lower 

class  of  female  operatives.  Ser\'ant-girls,  from  their  proximity  to 
the  junior  members  of  families,  often  spread  disease  in  the  house- 
hiild  of  their  employers.  Dr.  Lippert  records  as  a  medical  fact 
that  examinations  have  fi-equently  shown  the  dom«!stics  in  the 
highest  fiunilies  to  be  literally  saturated  with  venereal  disease, 
and  hf  states  his  opinion  that  six  out  of  every  ton  sj-i-vant-girls 
who  are  found  in  the  streets  at  night  are  accessible  to  pecuniary 
temptation.  This  ratio  is  very  large,  but  as  it  is  a  local  matter 
with  which  he  is  presumed  to  lie  well  acquainted,  it  would  be  out 
of  {ijace  to  attempt  either  to  sustain  or  controvert  it. 

All  these  private  prostitutes  resort  to  the  houses  of  accommo- 
dation {Ahsleigeq^iarliere),  which  exist  in  spite  of  the  constant 
watchfulness  of  the  police.  When  they  are  hunted  up  and  rooted 
out  of  one  place,  they  reappear  under  another  guise  elsewhere ; 
a  removal  being  faeilitated  by  the  slender  nature  of  their  equip- 
ment, which  seldom  consists  of  more  than  furniture  for  one  room. 
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For  "genteel"  delinquents,  they  arc  placed  where  the  accommo- 
dation i.«  veiled  under  the  French  disguise  of  pelits  sonpers^  or 
some  such  flimsy  artifice. 

To  the  question,  "What  becomes  of  tin-  prostitute!* ?"  Ham- 
burg otters  no  special  reply.  Under  favorable  eireuiii.*tiinees, 
they  abandon  their  calling,  and  become  the  wives  of  mechanics  or 
small  tnidesmcn  ;  or  they  carry  on  some  business  for  themselves, 
and  strive  to  liecome  reputable  members  of  society;  or  they  be- 
come companion  to  some  man,  and  follov?  his  fortunes,  usually  re- 
verting to  common  prostitution.  When  their  charms  are  entirely 
lost,  ajid  no  liu]x^  roniinns  of  earning  a  living  from  their  sale,  they 
sometimes,  but  very  rarely,  become  brothel-keepers,  sometimes 
procuresses;  and,  more  frequently,  servants  m  the  i-egistered 
houatjs. 

Some  of  the  dancing  saloons  already  mentioned  have  attained 
EurojK-an  wlebrity.  They  stiind  in  the  stime  relation  to  common 
won.en  as  the  exchange  does  to  the  mercantile  conuiiunity.  Their 
female  visitors  arc  mostly  prostitutes,  a  fiict  which  deprives  the 
scent  of  nmnv  fiiseiitntions  existing  in  other  cities.  In  the  end 
of  the  last  century  there  was  no  publir  place  expressly  designed 
for  dancing,  until,  with  the  many  equivocal  blessings  disseminated 
by  the  French  Revolution,  they  also  became  an  institution.  Thi- 
Hamburg  salocjiis  an;  conducted  with  order  and  quiet,  and  are 
generally  closed  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  One  of  the 
most  important,  the  Bacchus  Hall,  was  burned  down  some  few 
years  since,  and  the  authorities  have,  as  yet,  refused  to  grant  a 
license  for  its  re-erection. 

As  public  places  which  in  some  degree  facilitate  prostitution, 
mention  nmst  be  made  of  the  common  sleejiing  apartments 
locally  called  "deep  cellars"  {tiefen  kellar).  These  are  roomy 
vaults,  many  feet  under  ground,  in  which  the  poor  find  nightly 
shelter  at  very  low  prices.  Tbey  are  provided  with  In-'ds  and 
bedding.  In  the  depth  of  poverty  to  which  some  of  their  cus- 
tomers have  fallen,  they  can  not  afford  to  pay  two  .sehellings 
(about  four  cents')  for  the  luxury  of  a  bt.'d,  and  these  repose  their 
weary  limbs  on  some  foul  straw,  or  on  the  ground,  at  the  charge 
of  half  a  schelling.  Some  of  these  cellars  are  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  street,  and  it  will  not  rcquin  ;i  vi-ry 
vivid  imagination  to  portray  their  horrors. 

The  beer  and  wine  houses  of  Hamburg  are  tolerably  free  from 
prostitution ;  but  a  new  I'lass  has  lately  sprung  up,  called  "  cellar- 
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keeping"  (keUerulrlhschaJlJ'),  ami  in  these  the  guests  are  served  by 
Jemalea  in  fancy  costume,  Swiss,  Polisli,  or  Circassian,  as  the  case 
may  be.  Many  of  these  contain  private  rooms  for  prostitution, 
and.  although  they  are  closely  watched  by  the  police,  who  some- 
times ungallantJy  expel  the  fair  foreigners  and  close  the  estab- 
lishments, they  still  flourish,  others  being  .speedily  opened  else- 
where Xo  fill  up  the  gap. 

From  this  general  description  of  prostitutes,  their  habitationsi, 
and  customs,  we  will  proceed  to  a  consideratiou  of  their  condition 
as  to  health,  and  the  extent  and  virulence  of  syphilis  among  them, 
still  taking  tho  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Lippert  for  our  guide. 

It  is  generally  imagined  that  the  excessive  action  of  the  gener- 
ative organs  interferes  with  the  jwwer  of  procreation  in  common 
women.  Dr.  Lippert  undertakes  to  controvert  this  opinion,  v/ith 
what  success  medical  men  whose  professional  experience  has  been 
among  this  class  will  be  able  to  judge.  lie  supports  his  views  !iv 
general  assertions  rather  than  by  specific  facts,  but  refers,  in  cor- 
roboration, to  well-known  instances  in  which  children  have  be»^n 
born  while  the  mothers  were  living  in  a  state  of  open  prostitu- 
tion, as  also  to  those  cases  where  women  who  have  abandoned 
the  habit  of  promiscuous  intercourse  confine  themselves  to  one 
man  by  marriage  or  cohabitation,  and  then  become  mothers.  He 
attributes  their  sterility  during  prostitution  to  their  wild  and  ir- 
regular life,  their  constjint  exposure  to  weather,  etc.,  and  argues 
that  the  powers  of  conception  are  suspended,  but  not  destroyed 
thereby.  He  also  intr(Mlntt.>s  the  fjict  that  alxirtions  are  ftei^uent- 
ly  produced  in  Hamburg  by  the  common  women  themselves,  or 
by  some  old  crom-s  who  presidi*  over  their  orgies,  and  are  stated 
to  have  a  long  list  of  drugs  applicable  to  this  purpose,  which  they 
nae  in  a  reckless  manner.  The  medical  police  are  not  unaware 
of  these  proceedings,  but  find  them  difficult  to  detect,  as  a  woman 
will  endeavor  to  avoid  th^  stated  examination  by  pleading  excess- 
ive menstruation,  or  inventing  some  sU)ry  she  thinks  likely  to 
•  deceive,  until  all  traces  of  the  abortion  an-  removed.  The  remarks 
of  Dr.  Lippert  would  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  excessive  use  of  the 
fenuile  organs  was  more  favorable  to  health  than  the  disu.«>  would 
be,  a  conclusion  which  mast  phy.sicians  will  not  be  willing  to  ad- 
nait.  He  udd.s,  '•  Cancer  of  the  womb  occurred  but  once  in  tn  v  ex- 
perience of  eleven  years  at  the  General  Infirmary,  and  cai*es  of 
prolapsus  uteri  are  very  rare." 

A  disease  incident  to  common  women,  CoUca  scortonim  (W 's 
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(.'oli<'),  happens  in  ll;ittii)urg  ai?  ols«,'wla'ie,  but  is  attribiiU'ci  to  ex- 
posure to  the  weather  more  thjiii  any  nther  euuae.  It  consists  of 
pain  in  the  womb,  exteuding  across  the  abdomen  round  to  the 
loins,  and  sometiniL's  iiiehidiiig  the  whole  region  of  the  .sloiuacb. 
It  is  liicpiently  awoinpanieci  with  gastric  derangement,  sickness, 
or  diarrLiKJi. 

'I'hi'  enlargement  ol  tin-  ehtoris,  so  much  insisted  on  bv  some 
writers,  Lippert  altogether  doubts,  except  as  a  very  exceptional 
ease;  nor  docs  he  admit  any  effect  of  prostitution  on  the  rwtum 
unless  induced  by  iinnatunil  intereoursc.  As  u  general  result  of 
his  obstTvations,  h<"  eonclutles  that, "  apart  from  syphilitic  affec- 
tions, the  generative  organs  of  a  prostitute  do  not  usually  differ 
from  those  of  a  virtuous  woman." 

We  tind  some  returns  of  diseases  not  directly  connected  with 
prostitution  ;  thus,  cases  of  itch,  which  is  now  becoming  rare, 
were  in 


1836 
1837 
1S38 
1839 


62 

1844 

70 

1845 

87 

1846 

98 

38 
36 


Of  other  general  maladies,  including  fevers^  inflammation  of  the 
hings,  liver,  womb,  etc.,  rheumatism,  small-pox,  piles,  jaundice, 
gout,  dropsy,  and  diarrhcea.  the  following  are  report*>d : 


1837  .  . 

.  .  .  62 

1844  .  . 

.  .  85 

1888  .  . 

.  .  .  90 

1845  .  . 

.  .  76 

1839  .  . 

.  .  .  100 

1846  .  . 

.  .  77 

Convulsions  are  more  rai-e  than  in  the  female  sox  in  geueral; 
of  hysteria  there  is  scarcely  a  trace,  and  a  few  cases  of  epilepsy 
are  ascribed  to  the  use  of  ardent  spiiits. 

Delirimn  tremens  seldom  i>ceurs.  The  vigilance  of  the  ]K>Lioe, 
and  the  ]irom|)t  eommittal  to  prison  of  every  prostitute  found 
dnuik  and  disorderly,  may  jieeount  for  this.  The  pro|xirtioti  of 
cases  of  delirium  tremens  was  only  about  one  in  one  thousand. 

Mimia  sometimes  shows  itself  Remorse  may  produce  this,  as 
may  a  \iolcnt  attcction  for  some  particular  man. 

Of  the  actual  extent  of  venereal  disease  in  Hamburg,  or  any 
other  eity,  it  Ls  impiissible  to  speak  with  certainty,  but  the  feci 
that  in  the  general  hospitid  there  it  is  of  a  verv*  mild  type  is  an 
arirument  in  ihvor  of  medical  inspection.     Dr.  Lipp<'rt  .says : 

" The  usual  form  is  gonorrhaea,  with  its  comi'licntions,  bubo,  inflammation 
of  the  .<crotuni,  iihvinoaiis,  parspL^niufiis,  eta.     Ii)flaiiiiiiiitioii  of  the  prostate 
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gland,  and  stricture,  ure  comparatively  rare.  Disease  of  the  rectum  is  very 
tare,  but  there  are  example«." 

"  We  have  excoriations  and  irritations  of  the  sexual  orgaiLS.  The  liim- 
ple  chancre  \a  cummon  ;  the  indurated  chancre  not  unfrequent ;  the  phage- 
dienic  chancre  is  seldom  met  with.  lu  gciieral,  the  sores  have  u  mild  char- 
acter, and  hen!  easily  with  Kimpte  treatment  and  regular  topical  upplicutiona. 
Hei-pen  prepvlialu  is  extremely  general.  This  is  a  group  <if  miuiII  piiMtuIeK, 
quickly  healing  up,  but  as  quickly  breaking  out  again,  often  in  regular  pe- 
riiidiciil  recurrence.  It  is  found  especially  on  men  who  have  suffered  from 
gonorrfaaea  or  chaiKav." 

"Secondary  syphilis,  ulcsers  of  the  neck,  eruptiuna,  syphilitic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes,  tumors,  etc.  Tbew-  pn>vail  more  at  some  tiuie^i  than  at 
others;  how  far  the  ^entu  e^m/emiVt/xi,  tho  weather  and  season,  the  idiosyn- 
crasy of  the  person,  or  the  intensity  of  the  infection  operate,  we  have  yet  to 
learn." 

"  Teriiai-if  typhilit  is  rare." 

*'  In  )iea-p«>rt«  it  is  often  observable  that  the  disease  takes  peculiar  as- 
pects, !ind  what  umy  be  calleil  exotic  forms  are  nocasionally  encountered. 
With  sailors,  syphili;'  is  frc<|ueiitly  latent  or  only  {xii-tially  cured,  and  is  in- 
tensified by  their  habit^i  and  diet.  Sexual  iutercourxe  with  them  will  pro- 
duce it  in  an  exaggerated  character.  TiiLs  is  not  so  much  the  ease  in  Ham- 
burg, owing  to  the  constant  and  prompt  medical  attention ;  still,  some  dLv 
tinction  is  observable  between  the  venereal  maladies  of  the  city  women  and 
those  of  the  St.  Paul  Suburb.  .  Among  the  latter  the  cases  of  a  malignant 
type  generally  occur." 

The  negro  sailor  is  held  in  ven'  bad  rt-pute  by  these  women, 
and  some  keepers  will  not  allow  him  to  enter  their  houses,  believ- 
ing that  infection  from  a  colored  man  is  of  the  worst  kind,  and  al- 
m<wit  incurable. 

The  medical  returns  for  the  year  1846  give  the  following  tables 
relating  to  the  women  in  the  St. Paul  Suburb; 

"In  January  there  were  186  women,  of  whom  15  were  siok;  the  di»- 

'  Mses  were 

Venereal  disease   ....  9          Rhcnmatre  fever   ....  1 

Itch I          Catarrh  of  lungs      ...  I 

Colic 1          Calculus I 

Gastric  fever 1  |             Total 15 

"  In  M»y,  of  189  women,  21  were  sick  : 

Venereal  disease    ....     9  Iiiflaiiimation  of  lungs  .     .        1 

Itch 8  Spitting  of  blood  ....     1 

Gtatric  fever 2  Total 21 

"  In  August,  of  181  women,  IT  were  sick : 
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Vonercsl  diaease   ....   13         Itch I 

Colic 2  RheuiDutism 1 

Toul n 

"In  December,  of  161  women.  18  were  sick  ; 

^'enei-eal  diseaae   ....  6  Gastric  fever 3 

Itch 6  Disorder  of  digestive  organs  1 

Sprain 1  Cold  on  the  chest ....  1 

f'olic 1                 Total 18 

Thi.s  would  give  an  average  of  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  women  of  the  sub- 
urb sick," 

From  the  facts  we  have  quoted,  it  is  evideut  that  the  viiuleuoe 
of  svphiJiticaltections  among  the  registered  women  is  unqnestion- 
ably  mitigated.  "Tertiary  syphilis  is  mre:"  secoiidurv  syphilis 
but  occasional,  while  primary  forms  have  lost  their  malignity. 
"  There  is  a  marked  aggravation  of  the  disease  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  when  a  considerable  influx  of  strangers  takes  place. 
This  w;i.s  particularly  observable  aftei-  the  great  tire  in  1842." 

Thr  mildness  of  the  disease,  and  its  easy  control,  can  be  ascribed  to 
nolJiiii'f  but  die  weekly  medical  supervision.  The  women  are  visited 
at  their  own  houses,  and  any  reluctance,  or  refusal  renders  them  liable 
to  puiiishment. 

Contrasted  with  this  state  of  affairs,  we  have  the  severity  of 
syphilis  among  unregi.stered  women,  who  conceal  their  disease  as 
long  :is  they  can.  Of  those  arrested,  many  arc  found  to  be  dis- 
eamd  in  nn  nggmviited  fonn.  In  the  year  1845,  of  188  unregis- 
tered women  .«M,'iit  u<  prison,  48  had  syphilis,  or  nearly  one  third 
of  the  whole.  Pareut-Duehatelet  says  this  proportion  is  exceeded 
by  the  syime  class  in  Paris,  where  thv  infected  amount  to  one  half 
the  illicit  prostitutes. 

The  "Kurhawf^  is  a  medical  institution  (specially  designed  for 
bad  characters  who  are  arrested  by  the  police,  bo  they  registered 
or  unregistered.  The  General  Infirmary  has  also  a  veni'real  ward. 
The  police  authorities  contribute  annually,  from  the  amount  raised 
by  the  impost  on  brothels  find  prostitutes,  5000  marks  ($1500)  to 
the  funds  of  this  infirmary.  From  the  following  facts  this  would 
seem  an  inadequate  amount.  In  1844  there  were  received  and 
treated  580  femides  with  syphilis ;  the  total  residence  amounting 
to  80.3H7  days,  or  a  prtj  rata  average  of  53^  days  each,  the  stipend 
allowed  for  which  service  would  be  about  finir  and  a  half  cents  per 
day. 
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The  number  of  female  cases  of  ayphilia  received  into  the  same 
institution  in  1848  was. 

Registered  women 480 

Unregistered  women 74 

Totol 554 

and  in  184o, 

R^stered  women 521 

Unregistered  women 71 

Total 592 

The  state  of  tlic  malt-  venereal  patients  proves  the  saim-  g<-neral 
amelioration  in  the  character  of  the  disease.  The  cases,  however, 
are  woi-se  than  among  the  registered  women,  which  must  be  as- 
cribed to  the  dislike  of  men  to  enter  the  hospital  until  such  a 
course  becomes  unavoidable.     The  numbers  received  were,  in 

1843 355 

1844 335 

1845 316 

Some  returns  are  given  by  Dr.  Lippert  of  the  amount  of  sick- 
ness in  the  garrison ;  but  he  has  not  stated  the  number  of  sol- 
diers, so  no  comparison  can  be  drawn  from  hia  information.  The 
figures  are  as  follows : 

1843.  Gonorrhoea 90 

Chaucre 67 

Secondary  syphilis 13—170 

1844.  Oouorrhoca 58 

LlwR 63-121 

1845.  Gonorrboaa 89 

Ulcers 79—168 

The  treatment  of  syphilis  adopted  in  the  Hamburg  hospital 
kwaa  introduced  by  Dr.  Fricke,  one  of  the  first  to  apply  the  non- 
mercurial  system.  Ricord's  practice  is  also  followed,  'and  Hy- 
dropathy has  been  tried.  It  would  be  out  of  place  to  enter  into 
any  arguments  here  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  these  systems. 

The  mortal  diseases  of  the  Hamburg  prostitutes  are  incidental 
to  their  course  of  life.  Exposure  to  the  weather,  alternate  ex- 
tremes of  want  and  luxury,  night-watching  and  constant  excite- 
ment, induce  consumption,  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  dropsy,  in- 
ternal and  abdominal  complaints ;  gastric,  rheumatic,  or  nervous 
fevers ;  and  these,  or  chronic  diseases  resulting  from  renewed 
venereal  infection,  lead  to  the 
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"  Lii.-t  sivne  of  all. 
Tliat  ends  this  .strange,  eventful  hirtorj'." 

Before  dismissing  this  subject,  we  will  give  a  sketch  of  the 

HAMBrRG    MAGDALEN    HOSPITAL. 

This  iiistitiilioii  was  llinntlrd  in  IS'21  iluougb  the  rxi-riions  of 
the  Burgouiaster  Abt^udrutli  uiid  others,  and  was  constructed  on 
the.  mmlel  of  it  similar  HS3iiiin  in  London.  The  object  is  to  i^'- 
cliiim  wuiricu  from  vice  l)y  tncaiis  that  can  be  applied  only  in  a 
plaw  rxprcssly  dedicated  to  the  purjjose. 

The  number  of  inmates  is  small ;  only  twelve  can  be  riveived. 
The  business  of  the  susylum  is  conducted  by  a  committee,  includ- 
ing two  ministei-s,  a  physician,  three  female  overseers,  and  a  ma- 
tron. The  overseers  are  respectable  married  women  or  widows, 
who  voluntarily  undertake  the  iJuties  of  a  sub-eonuiuttcv.  They 
assume  the  direction  of  the  household  att'uirs  alternately  for  a 
nwjutli  each.  They  meet  frequently  at  the  hou.se,  assist  in  Divine 
service,  and  t^ike  cjire  of  the  girls  who  are  discharged.  Thfse  are 
provided  with  .situations  or  placed  in  business,  and  requn.'  to  be 
upheld  and  niaiutaiiKHl  in  their  new  character. 

The  chaplain  ius-sists  the  ladii-.s'  rommittee  in  tht-'ir  duties,  but 
directs  his  energies  [Hiilicularly  to  the  ndigious  instruction  of  the 
inmates.  Frequent  meetings  for  prayer  are  held,  and  every  half 
ye«r  the  sacrament  is  administered  to  such  as  he  deems  duly  pre- 
pared to  receive  it,  and  wiio  have  a  competent  knowledgi-  of  it« 
imjwrtance  and  efficiicv. 

To  be  qu;ditie(l  lor  admission,  the  applicant  must  be  young,  aud 
must  have  a  desire  to  jinu-nd.  The  limited  rot)in  will  not  allow 
the  reception  of  old  or  worn-out  women,  who  would  flock  there  in 
crowds  to  obtsiin  a  shelter  under  whii'h  they  could  die  in  peace. 
When  a  woman's  application  is  granted,  she  must  go  through  a 
novitiate  of  four  or  eight  weeks.  During  this  time  she  works 
and  eats  with  the  other  inmates,  but  sleeps  alone,  ;ind  is  closely 
watched  by  a  member  of  the  committee.  When  her  novitiate  ex- 
pires and  she  is  fully  received,  she  is  requested  to  give  an  explicit 
account  of  her  life,  every  particular  of  which  is  recorded.  Her 
name  is  not  disclosed  to  her  companions,  but  she,  as  are  all  the 
others,  is  known  only  by  a  Chri.stian  name. 

The  women  are  employed  in  all  kinds  of  housework,  needle- 
work, or.  when  practienbli',  in  anv  nuiimer  which  will  aceiLstom 


them  to  continued  physical  exfrtioii.  Their  pn-vioiLs  life  having 
made  iridoience  aljnosl  "second  nature,"  this  course  is  adopted  to 
inculcate  the  necessity  of  industry.  A  strict  account  of  the  prod- 
uce of  their  labor  is  kept,  and  a  portion  is  set  apart  as  a  fund  for 
their  benefit. 

The  lime  of  their  stay  is  usually  about  two  yeare.  When  they 
leave  they  j?ive  the  chaplain  a  written  promise  of  gotxl  conduct, 
and  receive  from  hiia  it  Bible  and  u  Prayer-book,  and  the  sum  of 
money  aocuinulated  for  them.  The  results  of  this  benevolent  at- 
tempt art-  sutliciciit  to  encourage  the  laborers  in  the  guoil  work, 
and  we  can  not  but  think  that  their  endeavors  tnu.st  be  productive 
of  jrn'jit  good,  based  xs  they  are  upon  the  sound  principle  of  re- 
ceiving but  a  tew  women,  and  trt>ating  them  a.s  members  of  one 
fatnily,  m  opposition  to  the  general  theory  of  such  institutions, 
whose  managers  attempt  to  crowd  in  as  large  a  niunber  as  a  large 
btnldiiijr  will  contain,  and,  in  tlie  endeavor  to  generalize  rules  for 
reformation,  lose  the  valuable  opportunities  for  noticing  and  acting 
upon  individual  traits  of  character. 

The  particulars  of  tlic  subsequent  life  of  twenty  women  are 
given  ;i,s  follows: 

CoDtinued  faithfijl  ti>  their  promises 6 

Removed  from  where  they  were  placed 10 

RciajKitid  into  vice,  only 1 

Died 1 

Unknown 2 

Total aO 
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Amono  the  warlike  Germans  in  the  days  of  Herminius,  sexual 
intercourse  was  looked  upon  as  enervating  to  youth,  and  discred- 
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itable  or  even  disgraceful  to  men  until  tlieir  valor  had  been  proved 
by  deeds  of  arms,  and  their  expcrieiiee  authoriaed  them  to  assume 
the  duties  of  husbands  and  fjithere. 

In  the  Middle  Ages,  when  the  legislntive  and  executive  func- 
tions were  vested  in  one  individual,  and  the  rights  atid  obligations 
of  the  governing  power  were  of  a  paternal  or  pairiiirchal  eharac- 
HT,  we  Hnd  much  of  their  law-giving  directed  to  the  preserA'ation 
of  morality,  the  repressiou  of  extravagance,  and  the  minute  reg^i- 
lation  <»f  piiblic  economy.  In  their  edicts  against  prostitution 
tiiis  paternal  spirit  was  visible,  in  conjunction  with  what  may  be 
considered  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  and  interestii  of  the  law-giv- 
ers, the  punishments  being  professedly  directed  against  a  breach 
of  morality  or  a  public  .scandal,  because  it  was  a  di.<graee  to  fami- 
lies, and  a  peril  to  husbands  and  fathers,  rather  than  a  vice  in  it- 
self. The  provisions  tacitly  sanctioned  its  existence:  and  while 
they  severely  punished  any  invasion  of  domestic  peaee  or  infrac- 
tion of  marital  rights,  it  stains  to  be  conceded  that,  when  no  such 
relationships  were  involved,  illicit  intercourse  was  regarded  as  an 
allowable  solace  or  an  actual  necessity  for  the  physical  require- 
inenus  of  unmaviied  men. 

We  learn  from  the  German  historian  Fiducin  {■' DijtlomaUschen 
Beitrnge  znr  Oexchic/ite  der  Stadl  B^rhV),  that  the  Gern\an  laws 
rendered  it  obligatory  on  every  honorable  man  to  espouse  a  vir- 
tuous maiden,  and  the  tenn  "■  fmreiikind"  (illegitimate  child)  was 
the  bittcivst  form  of  reproach.  The  early  statutes  were  very  se- 
vere in  the  punishment  of  immodest  females,  and  some  carried 
this  principle  so  far  !i«  to  require  that  a  woman  who  led  an  un- 
chjiate  life  in  her  father's  house  should  be  burned  at  the  stake. 
The  ecclesiastical  legislation  moderated  this  .leverity,  and  crimes 
agiunst  morality  btxiame  sins  which  were  expiateil  by  public  pen- 
ance. The  citizens  of  Berlin  became  convinced  that  the  penances 
of  the  Chuirh  were  not  sufficiently  potent  to  counteract  the  evil, 
the  morals  of  the  clergy  themselves  being  frequently  impejtehed, 
iuid  secular  government  Wiw  suggested  in  place  of  <  <x;lesia8tical. 
This  seemed  especially  necessary,  because  the  canon  law,  which 
orrlained  the  celibacy  of  the  priesthood,  pronounced  it  to  be  a 
work  of  mercy  to  marry  an  erring  woman,  in  opposition  to  the 
Berlin  sheriflF  law  [schoffen  rtvhl)  declaring  the  children  of  such 
marriages  illegitimat*' .  and  persons  were  not  wanting  who  held 
the  opinion  that  the  work  of  mercy  recommended  by  the  Church 
was  at  times  advocat«'d  by  the  clergy  as  a  tneans  of  covering  their 
own  fi'MJlties. 
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The  same  writer  records  instances  as  late  as  the  close  of  the  six- 
teenth century  in  which  adultery  was  punished  by  death,  the  of- 
fenders in  each  case  being  married  persons.  He  also  cites  the 
n-cords  of  the  fourteenth  century  to  show  that  the  same  punish- 
ment was  inflicted  on  those  who  acted  as  procurers  or  procuresses, 
wherever  family  honor  was  encroached  on. 

In  the  sixteenth  century  the  law  required  that  an  innuodest 
woiTuin  belonging  t>>  any  reputable  family  should  be  publicly  -shorn 
of  her  hair,  and  conilcmiied  to  wear  a  linen  veil ;  nor  wa.«  any  dis- 
tniction  made  between  unmarried  women  and  widows  against 
wiiom  the  offense  was  proved. 

Alwut  the  same  period  the  trade  guilds  enacted  stringent  laws 
prohibiting  the  admission  of  improper  characters  to  their  public 
festivals,  and  restraining  their  membt-rs  from  marrying  women  of 
that  class.  To  attain  this  end,  any  master  tradesman  who  design- 
ed to  marry  was  compelled  to  introduce  his  intended  bride  at  a 
meeting  of  thi-  company,  that  all  might  be  convinced  of  her  dis- 
creet character  and  conduct,  and  any  who  married  without  ob- 
serving this  requirement  were  expelled  the  association.  The 
guilds  inflicted  the  same  penalties  on  any  of  their  members  who 
had  int.'ivourse  with  improper  characters,  or  who  seduced  a  vir- 
tuous wonian  and  subsequently  married  her. 

A  certain  recognition  of  the  existence  of  public  women  may  be 
trjiced  throughout  these  regulations,  which  appear  to  have  admit- 
ted the  necessity  from  regard  to  the  rigorously  enforced  sanctity 
of  the  domestic  circle,  but,  at  tiie  snnie  time,  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent the  inci-ease  of  immorality  by  attaching  odium  to  its  fol- 
lowei-s. 

Again,  turning  to  the  pages  of  Fiducin,  we  find  that,  "in  all  the 
I^Ti'iii  towns  of  ilic  German  Empire,  the  public  protection  of  wom- 
en of  pleasure  {liust  diriurn)  seems  to  have  been  a  regular  thmg." 
in  pnx)f  of  which  he  says,  "  Did  a  creditor,  in  udcing  j)rocei'dings 
against  his  dcbtui-,  find  it  neces.sary  lu  put  uj)  at  an  inn,  one  of  the 
allowed  items  of  his  expenditure  was  a  reasonable  sum  for  the 
company  of  a  woman  during  his  stay  {/mneii  ffehl)."  This  was  a 
question  of  state  etiquette  in  Berlin  in  1410,  a  sum  having  been 
officially  exptmded  in  that  year  to  retain  some  handsome  women 
to  grace  a  public  festival  and  banqu(M  given  to  a  distinguished 
guest,  Diedrich  V.  Quitzow,  whose  g<Mj<l-will  the  citizens  desired 
to  cultivate. 

During  this  period  of  toleration  the  expefliency  of  controlling 
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public  woiin-n  wiLS  uaqucstioneil ;  but  tht-  first  Berlin  t-uactiiieut 
«>1'  iimteriai  iiiiportaiice  to  tiiis  investigation  bears  date  in  1700, 
and  is  renjiirkable  us  cleai'ly  enunciating  the  principles  wiiich  Lave 
been  ailhered  to,  with  only  a  short  interval,  ever  since.  Thi-  fii-st 
section  tlcclures,  "  By  law  this  traffic  is  decidedly  not  permitted 
{trrlauk),  but  simply  tolerated  ((/eduldet)  as  a  necessary  evil. " 

Sections  2,  3,  and  4  reqiure  the  keeper  of  any  house  i»t  prosti- 
tution to  give  notice  to  the  commissary  oi  the  quarter  when  any 
of  his  women  leave  him,  or  when  he  receives  a  new  one.  and  re- 
strain him  from  keeping  more,  women  than  are  specified  in  his 
contract. 

Sections  5  to  9  provide  that  a  surgeon  sliall  visit  every  wonian 
once  a  fortnight,  "  for  t!ie  purpose  of  protecting  the  healtli  of  rev- 
elers {ndiiMinnm-),  as  well  a.*  that  of  the  women  themselves;"  thai 
every  woman  shall  pay  him  two  groscben  for  each  visit ;  and  that, 
upon  observing  the  slightest  signs  of  di.Hease,  the  surgeon  shall  r-- 
quire  the  housekeeper  to  detain  the  woman  hi  her  room.  If  the 
keeper  neglect  this  order,  he  is  made  responsible  for  the  entire 
costs  of  the  illnes.s  which  any  visitor  could  prove  was  contracted 
fixjm  one  of  bis  women.  If  the  surgeon  iinds  the  woman  already 
so  far  infected  that  she  can  not  be  cured  by  cleanliness  and  i-etire- 
ment  alone,  he  is  authorized  to  order  her  removal  to  the  Charit^, 
"  where  .she  will  be  taken  care  of  in  the  pavilion  free  ol  charge." 

Sections  10  and  11  provide  that  the  debts  of  a  woman  must  be 
paid  Ix'lore  she  can  remove  from  one  house  of  [)iY>stitution  to  nn- 
other,  or  before  she  can  leave  one  house  to  commence  ;in>)flii'r  on 
her  own  aecoimt. 

Section  12  enjoins  that  any  woman  who  desires  to  quit  her  mode 
of  life  altogether  shall  be  entirely  discharged  from  any  debts  to 
the  housekeeper. 

The  last  section  ifjquires  every  housekeeper  who  has  music  to 
pay  six  groschen  a  year  for  the  f)ermit  to  his  nmsicians,  the  money 
to  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor-house. 

The  "  toleration  but  not  authorization"  elausc  is  the  noticeable 
feature  in  these  rt>gulations,  and  indi<'at*'8  the  policy  which  was 
then  generally  jdopted  throughout  the  kingdom. 

In  reference  to  the  [>eriod  sucx;eeding  the  issue  oi  these  rules, 
which  continued  in  force  till  1792.  we  find  some  information  in 
the  pages  of  Fiducin.  Thus,  in  1717,  an  inquir}-  proved  th.if  the 
inmates  of  Virothels,  and  also  the  secret  prastitutes,  were  mostly 
the  children  of  soldiers,  who  "  had  been  brought  to  vice  as  a  trad". 
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eitluT  from  th<?  wniit  of  a  proper  bringing  up  or  of  a  skillful  baiuii- 
ciTift. "  ....  All  measures  for  iht  extenuiuation  of  tiie  evil  having 
been  finmd  ineffectual,  '•  they  were-oMiged  to  adopt  the  system  ol 
a  larger  toleration  of  common  brothels,  to  be  strictly  watched  over 
by  the  police,  aa  a  necessary  outlet  fur  the  tendency  to  iiutuoral- 
ity."  The  number  of  houses  of  ill  fume  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  popiiliition,  the  influx  of  .stmiigers,  and  the  additiuns  to  the 
garri."ion  made  under  Frederick  LI. ;  ami  still  more  so  after  the  close 
of  the  seven  years'  war.  In  the  year  1780,  there  were  one  hund- 
rt^d  sueli  hou!»es  in  Berlin,  each  containing  eight  or  nine  women. 
They  were  divided  ijito  three  classes;  the  lowest  wen^  those  in 
whieii  the  women  di"essed  in  plain  clothes,  and  were  frequented 
mostly  by  Hamburg  or  Amsterdam  mariners:  the  .second  daas  of 
women  pariwled  themselves  with  painted  face.s,  haunted  the  mon- 
retired  cornel's  of  the  town,  had  little  attractive  about  their  per- 
sons or  dress,  and  were  prineipally  visited  by  mechanics  and  la- 
boreis;  the  third,  and  apparently  the  most  select  of  the  kind,  was 
adeserij>tion  of  coffee-house,  frequented  by  females,  who  were  des- 
ignated "J/rt ««*//«.•■'  these  did  not  live  in  the  houses,  but  used 
tbem  merely  :\b  a  convenient  rendezvous. 

In  1792  a  new  code  of  regulations  appeared,  the  bulk  of  which 
continued  in  forci;  in  Berlin  and  other  towns  for  many  years. 
The  rules  of  170(t  were  too  vague,  made  no  pr<>visit>ii  for  a  varii'ty 
of  ca.'ies  likely  to  arise,  and  were  silent  jus  to  the  question  »>f  pri- 
vate profJtitntion.  Many  inconveniences  had  arisen  from  these 
<»mis.sions.  and,  in  e<  msequence,  a  memorial  was  addressed  to  the 
government  by  the  police  director.  Von  Eiseuhanlt,  containing 
suggestions  t<jr  amemlments  to  the  law. 

The  pr(^amble  oi"  the  royal  r<*ply  Xo  this  application  acknowl- 
edges the  atte.ntirm  of  the  police  to  the  matter  witli  much  satisfac- 
tion; admits  prostitution  {hurfiiiiiistaflen)  to  be  "a  neces-sary  evil 
in  a  gn-at  city  where  many  men  are  not  in  A  position  to  marry, 
although  of  an  sige  when  the  sexual  iimtit 
in  Older  tliereb\  to  avoid  gn-ater  disord 

reslriii '  l-''    ""  ^>'^'  "r  authority,  and 

an  ill'  Jural  impuU^ ;" 
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."educes  a  woman,  nr  imluct's  her  to  carry  on  a  venal  traffic  with 
her  person,  sLnlJ  tw  liable  to  one  year's  imprisonment  m  the  House 
of  Correction,  and  on  repetition  of  the  offense,  beaideti  doubling 
the  punishment,  shall  be  whip])ed  and  driven  Iroui  the  cuuntrv; 
declare  any  man  or  womiui  who  communicates  the  veneival  dis- 
ease liable  for  the  expenses  of  the  cure  and  incidental  damages 
(aoiiiitujtfii  iutfresae),  together  with  imprisoiiriient  lor  three  months, 
eommutable  by  paying  a  tine  of  one  hundred  dollars;  prohibit 
taking  young  women  I'rom  the  country  into  houses  of  prostitution 
by  any  device  against  their  will,  and  authorize  the  punishment  of 
any  man  who  willfolly  infects  a  common  woman. 

In  reference  to  the  special  directions  touching  brothels  and 
proetitutes,  the  dc»cument  provides,  "as  a  leading  jX)int,  that 
every  thing  which  exceeds  the  mere  gratification  of  the  natural 
])assions,  and  tenfls  to  the  advancement  of  debauchery,  or  the 
misuse  of  our  toleration  of  a  necessar\'  evnl,  must  he  prevented;" 
and  accordingly  the  women  are  prohibited  from  iia'rea>*ing  their 
attractions  "by  painting  or  distinguishing  attire,"  and  also  from 
sfjiiciting  passengers  in  the  public  streets,  or  at  the  dooi-s  or  win- 
dows of  their  houses,  "as  this  is  not  only  in  contravention  to  pub- 
lie  monds,  but  especially  f)erilou8  to  male  youth ;  and  such  means 
of  increasing  the  gains  of  people  seeking  their  livelihtxjd  in  this 
manner  is  not  to  be  tolerated."  For  similar  reasons,  the  keepers 
of  houses  were  restraine*!  fnim  offering  wines  or  other  strong 
drinks  t«)  their  visitoix,  idthough  it  is  admitted  "  they  can  not 
Ije  prevented  from  providing  refreshments,"  yet  stinmlants  are 
fl)rbidden,  "because  tliey  are  great  inducements  to  debauchery, 
whereby  other  exei-sses  may  be  caused." 

The  orders  farther  j)n'vide  that  no  woman  shall  btH?ome  a  resi- 
dent in  a.  house  of  pn>stitution  without  prcviutisly  appearing  before 
the  police,  and  obtaining  permission  from  them;  and  the  police 
are  dirw^ted  not  to  allow  this  peniiission  to  any  female  under  age, 
uidess  they  arc  satisfied  that  she  has  previously  made  a  trade  of 
prostitution.  The  section  containing  this  stipulation  is  prefaced 
by  a  statement  that  "  keepers  of  these  houses  st-eJc  especially  to 
obtain  blooming  young  girls,  who  can  not  be  procured  without 
infamous  .^eduction,  calculated  to  lead  to  debauchery." 

In  reference  to  precautions  against  infection,  it  provides  that 
the  prostitutes  and  keepers  of  houses  shall  be  in.structed  by  some 
competent  surgeon  in  the  signs  of  venereal  diseases,  bo  that  ttiey 
may  detect  it  in  their  visitors  or  themselves;  also  that  any  man 
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ooinmunicatiiig  infection  to  a  prostitute  may  be  sentenced  to  makf 
ample  compensation  ii'the  woman  can  identify  him;  and  farther, 
Ithat  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  girls  infecting  their  viaitors 
shall  also  be  inflicted  uii  the  housekeepers,  "  as,  iilthough  they  may 
be  innocent,  their  being  included  in  the  puuishment  for  an  inci- 
dent of  their  trade  is  for  the  general  weal."  .^Vll  fines  receivetl 
were  to  accrue  to  the  medical  institutions  provided  for  the  cure  of 
syphilis. 

Again,  it  was  deemed  that  "  the  venereal  disease  was  much  ex- 
tended by  common  street- walkers,"  and  no  women  but  such  as 
resided  in  the  known  houses,  where  medical  visits  of  inspection 
were  constantly  paid,  were  to  be  tolerated,  and  the  night-watch 
were  instructed  to  arrest  those  conunon  women  who  wt-re  in  the 
habit  of  plying  their  trade  in  the  sti-eets  alter  dark — a  portion  of 
the  penalty  exacted  being  awarded  to  the  officers  who  made  such 
arrests,  "to  encourage  their  zeal."'  But  thiry  were  stnctly  cau- 
tioned against  annoying  innoi?ent  f)erson8,  "  inasmuch  as  blimdera 
in  such  matters  create  ill  impivasions  against  the  authorities,  and 
becatisi?  the  honor  and  hapjiiness  of  the  person  might  be  irretriev- 
ably injured,  so  that  it  would  be  l)etter  to  pass  over  a  guilty  per- 
son here  and  there,  than  to  inculpate  a  single  innocent  one." 
The  royal  rescript  concludes  by  dirf?cting  that  a  strict  surveillance 
be  kept  over  the  females  of  the  garrison,  mau}'  of  whom  ait  stated, 
in  very  plain  language,  to  be  of  improper  character. 

These  dir(H:'tions  were  9ubs<^ucntly  embodied  in  the  general 
statute,  or  law  of  the  land  {/andrecht),  and  upon  that  the  poUce 
regulations  which  we  quote  hereafter  were  baaed. 

The  statute  foritKilly  declares  procurers  and  procuresse.s  liable 
to  imprisonment  tor  Imni  six  months  to  three  years  in  the,  House 
of  Correction,  with  "a  welcome  and  farewell;"  Anglice,  a  sound 
whipping  when  admitted,  and  another  when  discharged.  In  the 
cases  of  parents  or  guardians  who  iriay  aid  in  or  connive  at  the 
prostitution  of  their  children  or  wards,  the  term  of  imprisonment 
is  doubled,  and  made  more  severe.  It  requires  all  comnion  women 
to  reside  in  the  tolerated  houses  "  under  the  eye  of  the  state."  which 
houses  are  only  to  be  permitted  in  populous  cities,  and  "  not  else- 
where than  in  retired  and  back  streets  therein,  the  consent  of  the 
police  authorities  having  been  first  obtained."  And  in  any  case 
where  a  house  of  prostitution  was  established  without  this  consent, 
or  in  defiance  of  the  public  orders,  the  keep<T  was  to  be  liable  to 
one  or  two  years'  imprisonment.     The  police  are  strictly  command- 
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ed  to  keep  all  ttikraird  liouscs  uii<if  r  strict  iitid  constant  surveil- 
lance; to  make  Itvqiii'iit  visit.s  in  eoTiipauy  with  infdioal  men,  ao 
as  to  check  the  proffress  oi  venereal  disease;  to  pn'vent  ibc  sale 
of  iiitoxiciitiug  liquors  tiien'in ;  to  see  that  no  woman  was  intro- 
ducc<.l  without  the  knowledge  and  permission  ol'  the  authonties, 
under  a  tine  of  fifty  thalers,  i<>r  each  oftense  ;  and,  moR-  especially, 
that  no  innocent  female  was,  by  I'uivv  or  deceit,  compelled  or  in* 
diiced  lu  live  thei-ciii ;  which  latter  otlense  imposes  ''  a  |>ublic  ex- 
hibition," in  the  st<K'ks  or  pillory,  we  presume^  and  fn>m  six  to 
ten  yeai-s'  imprisonmi-nt.  with  ••  welcome  and  fiirewell,"  on  the 
keeper,  who  was  not  to  be  allowed  to  keep  such  a  house  again 
undt'r  any  circumstances. 

The  |»olice  are  farther  enjoined  to  see  that  the  mistress  of  the 
house  informs  the  iiutlmrities  of  the  pregnancy  oi'  any  woman  re- 
siding ill  the  house  an  soon  as  she  is  awan-  of  it  herself,  but  if  it 
is  conceale<l  she  (the  mistress)  is  liable  to  inipnsonineiil,  especially 
if  a  st-cret  birth  t^ikes  place.  The  mistress  i.s  required  to  take 
chai"ge  of  any  woman  who  liecomes  pregnant,  if  there  is  no  public 
institution  to  which  .^ihe  can  Ih'  removed,  and  is  at  lilx-rty  to  seek 
compensation  fnun  the  fntlier  of  the  child,:  or,  if  he  ciiii  not  be 
found,  .she  has  a  claim  u\K>n  \h<-  niotlier.  The  child  must  Ix'  re- 
moveil  fnmi  the  honsi-  as  sot)ii  as  it  is  weaned,  and  is  to  l)e  cared 
for  at  till-  public  co.<t  if  the  parents  have  not  means  to  do  so. 

If  till'  kiej^er  of  the  house,  or  the  inmates  themselves,  conceal 
any  veiieri'al  infection  from  the  knowledge  of  the  police,  they  ren- 
der themselves  lialile  to  iriipnsoninent  from  ihnv  months  to  a 
year,  with  "welcotm*  and  tarewell." 

If  th' ft.«.  :issault.s.  or  <itlier  oft'en.ses  occur  in  such  houses,  the 
keejKM-  is,  ill  all  c^.ses.  liable  to  the  injuri>d  party,  who  eaii  not  in 
any  other  way  obtain  his  indemnity,  and  is  idso  su.sp'cted  of 
complicity  in  th<*  oftense  s<i  long  as  the  etmtrarv  ciui  not  be  sub- 
stantiated; and  if  it  is  proved  that  he  did  not  exert  all  hm  jiower 
to  pn'vent  such  rKX-urrences,  his  neglect  is  to  be  punished  by  tine 
or  iinpiisonment. 

No  woman  desirous  of  leaving  a  tolerated  houst»  to  change  her 
mode  <jf  life,  and  support  herself  honestly,  can  be  retained  against 
her  inclination,  and  no  difficiiltiea  may  be  thrown  in  the  way  of 
her  doing  so;  nor  will  the  ma.'^ter  be  allowed  to  force  her  to  re- 
main. I'ven  though  she  may  be  in  his  debt,  under  the  penalty  of 
the  loss  of  his  permission  from  the  p<')lice. 

Prostitutes  who  do  not  conform  to  the  regulations  and  place 
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themselves  under  suiiervision,  an^  to  be  arrested  and  iinpnsoued 
for  three  months,  and,  when  their  term  of  imprisomneut  has  ex- 
pired, are  to  be  sent  Ui  the  "work-houses,"  and  detained  there  un- 
til they  have  inclmation  and  opiwrtunity  for  honorable  employ- 
ment. Any  females,  not  being  inmates  of  the  tolerated  houses, 
who  had  intercourse  while  suffering  from  disease,  and  thereby  in- 
fected men,  are  declared  liable  to  an  imprisonment  for  three 
months. 

This  comprehensive  legal  enactment  left  many  matters  of  (letoil 
to  the  diseretiriii  of  the  jx>licf,  and  aeennlingly  they  i.ssued  their 
rules.  The  opp(Jsiti«ii  ihest?  subsequi-ntly  i-ncouutered  makes 
them  important  in  the  history  of  Prostitution  in  Berlin,  and  al- 
though they  are  in  many  points  a  mere  rejietition  of  the  terms  of 
the  st.-itiiti'.  wi'  L'ivi'  tln'in  I'l,  i.rlfii.to.     Tliev  ;ir<'  futitli'd. 


•*  PROVISIO.SS    AOAI.VST    THE    MISLEADIKG    OF    VUL-.Vi;    WOMEN    INTO    BROTHELS, 
ANIi    FOR    PRKVE.VTIO.N    OF   THE    SPREAD   Of    VENEREAL    WSEaSE. 

"  Preamble.  It  has  been  brought  to  notice  tluit  .simjile  young  girls, 
especially  from  the  smaller  towii.s,  u'.kKt  the  craftiest  pretuiiiiinns  to  place 
them  in  go(xl  sitiutions  huvu  been  bmught  to  Berlin,  and,  without  their 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  tJtken  to  brotiieis,  and  therein,  lunitiHt  their  will,  led 
^mstray  to  their  niiri,  and  to  the  life  of  a  commun  ]>nit;titut«?. 

"  M  till'  same  time,  it  is  matter  of  remark  that  coniinoii  pnwtitntes, after 
they  liH«'e  hiH-n  dLHeattod,  uotitiiiue  tlicii'  practices  a.t  lung  aK  the  .state  of 
their  siekues*  permits',  and  thereby  farther  infection  h  extraordinarily  in- 
Breatted  and  extendc<i. 

"  With  tlic  exjiresK  view  of  meeting  Kiieh  infamoiLs  .sediiction>,  and  the 

,  highly  iujntiuiiH  rt^ultn  of  the  belbre-mentioned  eonimunication  of  venereal 

c,  tiie  following  directions  are  brought  to  the  oognimnce  an<l  perfect 

information  of  die  keepers  of  hoasex  of  pnwtitution,  and  of  the  females  who 

make  a  tnule  of  their  [lensons. 

"  1.  No  one  can  set  on  foot  u  brothel,  or  keep  women  for  the  purjKXs.'.-*  of 
prostitution,  witliout  having  communicatLtl  previously  with  ili.'  I'nliir  Di- 
rectory on  the  .subject,  and  obtained  llieir  jiermif^ion  in  writing.      Whoen 

t-s  contrary  to  this  shall,  together  with  alwihite  withdrawal  of  his  license, 
t-he  liable  to  one  or  two  years  in  the  Ilouije  of  (!orreetiuu. 

"  2.  Kvery  bi-othel-kcejwr  must,  before  taking  a  girl  into  his  service, 
prodno"'  her  before  the  Folic*'  Directory,  and  must  not  conclude  any  con- 
tract with  her  until  the  Police  Director  has  jrtven  liim  written  leave  to  do 
so :  whereupon,  forthwith  the  conditions  n|)0ii  which  the  keeper  and  said 
woman  have  agreed  are  to  be  registered  with  the  jioliee,  and  an  abstract 
thereof  shall  be  given  to  each  [jarty,  for  which  eight  grutjchen  an.'  to  lie  |iaid 
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as  fee«.  Tbc  before-mentioned  brothel-keepers,  to  whom  the  Police  Direct- 
or's toleration  \a  extended,  roust,  at  hi.s  order,  produce  the  nnumoii  prosti- 
tuteis  and  inibmit  the  same  to  a  .similar  lieetLso,  and  the  coiiditious  mu^  be 
drawn  up  fur  them  in  the  befure-nientioncd  manner.  If  a  keeper  omits  the 
same,  and  i>  aet^used  uf  having  any  woman  fur  eumuum  u.se  in  his  houM?  for 
forty-eight  hours  without  such  notice,  he  shall  nay  a  tine  of  fifty  t  balers,  and, 
upon  the  third  offen.se,  in  addition  to  the  said  fine,  his  trade  Mhall  l>e  stopped, 
and  he  i^hall  not  carry  on  the  sime  any  more.  Further,  it  .shall  lie  no  ex- 
cuse that  the  person  in  questiuii  was  not  there  for  the  purpose  of  prostitution, 
inasmuch  a.s  he  is  enjoined  to  point  out  every  female  whom  he  ritceives  iutu 
his  house,  without  exception,  and  neglect  of  ihi.s  shall  be  taken  a»  a  proof 
of  contravention.  Under  penalty  of  the  .-Hino  punishnipnt.  he  miLst  give  a 
similar  notice  if  a  common  wouiaii  comex  tu  him  from  Hiiotlier  house. 

"  3.  Females  under  age,  who  have  not,  before  the  publication  of  these 
ordinance.-,  notf)riou,sly  abaiuknifd  themsclve!;  to  common  prcMilation,  are 
not  to  be  rewixtsl  by  !'-ny  brotbel-kt'ejier,  and  when  be  jiroduces  mvh  fier- 
Bons  before  the  Police  Iltrfetory  the  |M!nnit  fhall  not  !«•  allowed.  If  be 
acts  contrary  to  this  prohibition,  he  shall  \iv  punished  with  two  years'  labor 
in  jail. 

"  4.  The  departure  from  a  biothel  of  any  woman  who  desires  to  change 
her  mode  of  life,  and  to  subsist  in  a  n'.sficctaViic  manner,  w  not  to  be  check- 
ed or  prevented.  Enen  on  account  of  suretice  entered  into  or  debts  incur- 
red, the  keeper  is  not  to  retain  any  tiuch  again.st  her  wilh  ut  the  risk  of  los- 
ing hi.s  fiermit,  and  the  [wliee  are  charged  to  give  every  ussisiance.  If, 
however,  any  such  jH'rwn  desin;  only  to  remove  to  another  hou.se  of  pnMti- 
tution,  this  can  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  her  former  ki'eiicr,  until 
after  three  month)-'  not ic«*  given,  when  it  will  U^  fiermittetl  iifion  proof  of 
brutal  treatment  by  the  keejier,  or  other  good  and  reasonable  gniuiids  shown 
to  the  fwilice.  No  woman  who  seeks  to  quit  a  brothel  for  the  purjxwc  of 
carrying  on  prostitution  tf>r  jiay  on  her  own  atxiount  will  be  peniiitted  to  do 
so;  aiul  if  any  fH-rson.  Imving,  on  pretenw  of  an  honest  calling,  rguitted  a 
hoiun!  of  ])rostitutioii,  shall  Iw  adjudgeii  guilty  of  pnistitiiiioii  on  her  own 
account,  she  shall  have  four  weeks  at  the  House  nf  Correction,  with  a  wel- 
come and  farewell.  And  whereas  it  is  known  that  many  brothel-keepers, 
who  treat  their  girls  with  an  unbearable  harshness,  keep  so  strict  a  watch 
upon  them  that  they  can  not  succeed  in  bringing  their  complaints  before 
the  authorities,  information  shall  from  time  to  time,  ex-oj/icto,  and  without 
the  presence  of  the  keeper,  be  taken,  whether  the  girls  have  any  well-found- 
ed complaints  to  bring  forward  against  the  said  keeper. 

''  5.  The  common  prostitutes  in  the  brothels  are  strictly  prohibiteti  from 
enticing  or  inviting  passengers  in  the  8tr«et8,  with  looks  or  signs  from  the 
houses  or  windows,  and  the  keepers  are  on  no  account  to  permit  the  same. 
Dilig^int  regard  to  this  is  to  be  had  by  the  police,  and  those  who  act  con- 
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tr&ry  will  be  punished,  the  first  time  with  three  days,  awd,  on  a  repetition 
of  the  offense,  with  a  week's  solitary  ooufineuient,  one  half  of  the  time  on 
bread  and  water.     The  keeper  who  is  shown  to  have  been  party  to  the 

ue  will  suffer  double  puiiislinicnt, 

''  6.  In  these  houscH  tlie  kc'ej)er8  sliall  not  supply  viaitors  with  wine, 
brandr,  liquor,  punch,  or  other  strong  drinks,  or  with  food,  but  only  with 
t«i,  roffpe,  chocolatt',  l)iH!r,  or  similar  b<!verage.s  ;  further,  it  is  not  permitted 
for  til*  visitors  to  briug  in  driuk  or  I'ixkI.  For  evei-y  case  of  contravention 
the  kii-iier  shall  jmv  five  tliak-rs,  or  a  week's  detention ;  on  repetition,  he 
shall  be  punished  nmre  severely;  if  this  will  uot  suflSce,  the  permit  shall 
be  withdrawn  from  the  house.  No  brothel-keeper  shull  uliow  any  guest  to 
remain  after  twrUc  o'<l(>ek  at  night,  nor  allow  any  one  to  enter  after  that 
hour.  Whuso  nets  eoutrary  shall,  for  the  first  offense,  pay  ten  thalers  ;  ou 
rejietition,  the  fine  is  doubletl ;  for  the  third  time,  the  keeper  shall  lose  his 
permit. 

"  ".  .*>hi(uld  thefts,  ai«aults,  or  other  offenses  take  place  in  such  houses, 
the  k  fjier  is  in  all  ca^cs  liable  to  llie  injured  party  if  he  can  not  get  his 
redresi  elsewhere.  Further,  the  said  kecjpor  is  susjiected  of  complicity  in 
the  offense  so  long  as  the  eontrary  is  not  proved,  uiid  if  it  appear  that  he 
did  not  \ise  all  j«>s-ilble  nicaas  for  the  prevention  of  such  offense,  he  shall  be 
punished  by  fine  or  in  person. 

''  8.  In  case  any  innocent  female  shall,  by  fraud  or  violence,  be  brought 
into  any  bnitht.'?.  the  ki'i'jfor  and  those  v.lio  are  awwmplices  in  such  infunuius 
offence  shall  undergo  public  exiiibition,  and  four  to  ten  years'  House  iif  Cor- 
rection, with  welcome  and  farewell.  Besides  this,  the  permit  will  be  with- 
drawn. It  shall  be  no  exeu-K!  for  him  to  allege  that  he  neither  knew  nor 
assisted  the  SJiid  wilnctinn,  inasnn;ch  as  he  had  no  right  to  receive  any  fe- 
male into  his  house  without  fir.-st  giving  notice  theretif  to  the  Police  Direc- 
tory, and  n-eeiving  from  them,  after  inquiry  into  the  circumstances,  per- 
mission to  do  so. 

'•  9.  Ill  like  manner,  a  brothel-keeper  may  not,  under  fx'nalty  of  twelve 
motitlis'  iniprisonnieiit,  give  any  one  (what»^ver  his  rank  may  l)e)  facility  to 
carry  on  criminal  intercourse  with  any  woman  who  has  been  brought  into 
his  house ;  and  it  is  absolutely  foibidden  for  any  jd  r.-*in  to  bring  a  female  to 
Buch  house,  and  tln-ri'  to  havt;  any  jirivate  oinmiunication  with  her,  which 
shall  be  only  with  the  regular  women  of  the  place,  iriasuiui4i  us  by  section  2 
no  keejier  is  jieraiitte<l  to  receive  any  woman  as  servant-maid,  or  under  any 
pretense  whatever,  among  his  inmates,  without  previous  notice  to  the  [X)lioe, 
and  their  assent  to  the  same. 

"  10.  In  order  to  combat  the  frefjuent  infection  of  common  prostitutes, 
and,  if  possible,  prevent  them'  fmm  severe  attacks  of  vercreal  disease,  or  its 
farther  extension,  ami  at  tbe  same  time  not  only  to  restritiii  the  rapid  prog- 
!¥.■«<  of  ihi-i  highly  jiernieious  malady,  but,  so  far  as  jio^sible.  eutiivly  to 
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root  it  out,  the  broth  el -keepers  and  the  wuiiicii  kopt  hy  tliem  are  Ixmiid  to 
give  their  most  observant  attention  tlwruto,  bi)tii  tor  their  nwn  ail\untage, 
and  also  for  the  diuiinutiun  of  their  own  niLstbrtuneM  aud  ^vere  puiiishiuent. 
To  this  end,  the  brothel -keepers  are  not  to  oppose  the  appointLil  .>urgeon8 
in  each  i|uarter,  so  ut'ton  a^  the  same  make  tlieir  visits  to  thr  women  at  their 
bouses ;  aud  every  woman  shall  lie  .subject  to  these  visits.  For  the  int'onna- 
tion  of  every  hrotliel-keeper,  mid  of  the  prastitutes  kept  by  him,  a  eopy  of 
printed  directions,  ]in:'pared  by  com|x?teiit  iiuthority,  shall  Ije  given  to  the 
brotlielkc'cjicr,  whein'by  the  signs  of  aetuid  infcftion  and  of  the  eouiiiience- 
inent  of  venereal  di.sease  may  be  knonii.  and  they  shall  be  eiearly  iu.structed 
by  the  duly  appointed  .surgeon  how  tu  fonn  an  opiiiion  u|ion  their  uvn  state 
of  health,  and  be  able  to  explain  the  same  on  hi,*  visits,  .•mi  that  tlien-by  the 
detection  of  venereal  disease  at  any  time  may  be  faciliUiteil.  Fnrthennore, 
upon  jiorcciviiig  the  symptoms  whereby  venereal  disease  is  known  in  a  man, 
they  should  abstain  from  eamal  iutereourse  with  him. 

"  11.  Should  a  woman  sit.spect  that  hlie  is  infected,  she  must  jiemiit  no 
one  to  have  comiectiou  with  her,  but  shall  mention  the  same  as  well  to  her 
keejier  a.s  to  the  surgeon  of  the  district,  upon  which  .steps  >lial!  tbiihwith  be 
taken  for  her  cure.  If  she  neglect  this  she  sliall  Ix^  jumi.slied  with  di-tontion, 
three  months  for  the  first  time,  on  n'[»etition  of  the  ofteii.se  with  .>ix  months 
in  tlie  Mouse  of  PoiTeetioii,  with  weluome  and  fan-well.  If  the  said  wnuian, 
tHrough  concealment  of  her  venereal  malady,  lias  given  occasion  to  a  wider 
spread  thereof,  she  shall  the  first  time  lie  liable  to  twelve  months  in  the 
House  of  Cornftioii,  with  welcome  and  fan-well.  Incase  the  biothel-keeper 
shall  know  of  the  di.seased  condition  of  such  womitn.  and  shall  not  hinder  her 
from  the  exert'i.se  of  iier  trade,  or  shall  ke«»p  her  ihi-rein,  be  shall  Ix-  liable  to 
the  same  punishment,  and,  moreover,  shall  lie  liable  to  the  costs  and  charges 
of  cure  and  attendance  of  the  man  so  infected  by  .such  woman,  if  la-  ivc^uires 
it,  or  if  he  can  not  jiay  such  expenses.  For  this  reimbursement  a  brothel- 
keeper  shall  1)0  held  liable  even  if  he  did  not  know  the  diseased  eoiiditiou  of 
a  woman  kept  in  his  hou.se,  iua^iueb  as  such  obligation  shall,  for  the  public 
weal.  In-  taken  to  be  a  risk  and  burden  incident  lo  the  tnide  jiermitted  to  Ire 
carried  on  by  him. 

"  12.  On  the  other  hand,  a  prostitute  can  prosecute  any  one  for  having 
infecteti  her  by  means  of  connection,  and  such  person  shall,  upon  the  com- 
plaint and  showing  of  lie r  and  the  brothel-kce|>er.  b«!ar  the  ex(icn.s<-  of  cure 
and  maintenance  for  so  a  long  time  as,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  tJie  author- 
ities of  the  Chariti-,  the  woman  may  have  to  remain  in  the  Chariti-;  aud 
further,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  fifty  thalers,  or  three  month-'  imprison- 
ment in  the  Hou.se  of  Correction." 

"  18.  If  any  woman,  befnre  declaring  her  venereal  disea.se,  shall  have 
oonoealed  it  so  long  that,  by  opinion  of  competent  person.s.  she  musf  hare 
known  the  same  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  she  shall,  whether  she 
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shall  or  shall  not  have  infected  other  {)craon8,  be  liable  to  the  same  punish* 
meat  as  if  she  had  infected  others. 

••  14.  Whereas,  it  baa  been  the  practice  for  the  women  to  conceal  tlieir 
venereal  diseases  ;  and  whereas,  they  have  intrusted  themselves  to  incom- 
petent persons  for  cure  ;  and  whereas,  the  brothel-keepers  are  bound  to 
refund  to  the  CharitC  the  expenses  of  the  cure  and  attendance,  which 
souietimos  fidl  ruinously  heavy  ujion  them  :  it  is  hereby  directed,  for  the 
removal  of  this  difficulty,  that  u  heuliiig  fund  {heilingt  catte)  shall  be  estab- 
lished, by  means  whereof  the  keepers  and  their  women,  on  the  occur- 
'  rence  of  disease,  may  be  relieved  of  the  heavy  ex|)en9eB  to  which  they 
are  put,  and  may  be  assured  against  the  destruction  of  their  bodies  and 
health,  which  ensue  from  the  growth  of  this  terrible  disease.  To  this 
fuml  every  brothel-keejier  shall  contribute  ii  monthly  sum  of  six  groschen 
(twelve  cents)  for  e:icli  woiuau  that  he  keeps,  aud  shall  give  in  a  statement 
of  the  name  aud  place  of  birth  of  such  woman  ;  for  which,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  following  mouth,  he  shall  receive  an  uckuowledgmenc, 
and  he  shall  recover  such  sum  from  every  woman  on  whose  account  he 
shidl  have  paid  the  same.  Nevertheless,  any  brotl»'l-kee])er  who  .shall 
have  allowed  more  than  oue  of  these  monthly  paytueiits  to  run  into  arrear 
with  the  women,  shall  not,  on  that  account,  hu  able  to  prevent  her  leav- 
ing him,  if,  n«  liefore  ordered,  she  desires  to  change  her  way  of  life.  If 
n  woman  goes  from  one  brothel  to  another  without  the  six  groschen  having 
been  paid  for  her,  the  brothel -keeper  to  whom  she  goes  must  jiay  this 
amount  in  due  time  for  her.  This  •iliiill  linppen  notwithstiimtiiig  that  she 
i»  Itouud  to  give  notice  of  her  removal  to  the  ))oiice  t'nintnis.iary  of  the 
quarter.  The  monthly  paynrent  of  this  tax  is  to  be  made  to  the  duly  ap- 
pointed medical  otHccr  of  the  quarter,  who  shall  |)ay  over  the  whole 
anioant  of  the  same  to  the  collector  of  the  healing  fuuil,  who  shall  give 
him  for  the  same  n  n'teipt  under  his  own  hand  ;  whereupon  the  eoni|>- 
troller  shall  compare  tlie  V\»l  of  the  siitne  with  the  list  of  the  brothel- 
keepers  and  wouieu  in  the  several  distiicts,  and  shall  compel  defaulters 
to  pay  the  outstanding  tax. 

"  16.  A  perfect  account  is  ti>  be  kept  of  this  healing  fund,  and  oat 
of  the  same  every  dise;used  woman  aliall  be  taken  to  the  CliaritC,  and, 
without  farther  charges  to  herself  or  keeper,  shall  be  maintained  aud 
thoroughly  cured  without  being  sent,  as  formerly  directed,  to  the  work- 
house. Further,  the  womun  shall  not  intrust  herself  either  to  the  visiting 
surgeon  "ir  to  any  other  person  for  cure,  but  such  shall  take  place  <mly  in 
the  Charit£. 

"16.  No  brothel  shall  be  tolerated  in  the  respectably  inhabited  iind  fre- 
<)uented  streets  and  squares  of  the  city,  but  they  shall  be  established  at  • 
moderate  distance  from  the  same,  so  that  the  police  can  wateh  them  and 
speedily  correct  any  disorder  ;  otherwise  only  in  the  smaller  streets  and 
thoroughfares. 

••  17.   The  matters  that  are  ordered  aud  ])rescrilied  in  tlie  foregoing  arti- 
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cles  to  the  brothel-keepers,  ore  also  to  be  ubuerred  by  female  brothel-keep- 
ers under  like  jd'tmltics. 

"  18.  Single  women  living  by  themselves  for  purposes  of  proatitutioD 
must  give  in  their  notices  to  the  Police  Directory  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
women  in  the  brothels ;  must  also  undergo  examination  by  the  medical  offi- 
cers of  the  quarter  in  which  they  reside ;  must  pay  their  six  grosehen  a 
month  to  the  healing  fund,  and  Ue  subject  to  all  the  direction.s  applicable  to 
brothel-keepers  and  their  hired  womeu,  and  to  the  like  punishments  in  caae 
of  offending  against  the  directions. 

"  19.  I'rm'un^rs  and  procuresses,  who  make  it  their  business  to  provide 
opportunities  in  their  houses  for  criminal  intercourse  of  men  and  women 
(whatever  their  condition),  shall  be  strictly  watched,  and,  ujwn  conviction, 
shall  bii  liable  to  three  months'  detention  in  the  House  of  Correction. 

"20.  The  street-walkers  roaming  the  streets  after  dark  are  not  to  be 
tolerated,  but  where  they  can  be  met  with  are  to  be  taken  into  custody, 
and  after  being  cured,  if  they  are  affected  with  venereal  disea.se.  .>hall  l)e 
Bent  from  six  to  twelve  months  Ui  the  House  of  Con-ection. 

''21.  Whoever  can  not  pay  the  fines  shall  receive  a  corresponding  cor- 
poral [urn  Itibe)  punishment. 

"22.  Informers  shall  receive  half  the  fines  paid  in,  and  the  remaining 
fines  shall  lie  collected  and  distributed  as  the  reward  of  those  who  make  dis- 
covery and  information  of  any  contraventions  of  these  regulations. 

"23,  In  those  cases  mentioned  in  section  3,  wherein,  together  with  » 
breach  of  th&se  regulations,  a  crime  agaiast  the  laws  of  the  state  is  com- 
mitted, the  criminal  department  of  the  High  Coiul  will  take  cojrnizance  of 
it,  and  the  remedies  pnx^eed  from  them  to  the  criminal  deputation  of  the 
Chamber  of  Justice. 

"  24.  In  order  that  no  one  who,  whether  as  keeper  or  girl,  makes  a  trade 
of  prostitution,  shall  be  in  a  position  to  exeuiie  themselves  on  account  of  their 
ignontiice  of  this  code  of  regulations,  a  copy  of  them  shall  be  given  to  every 
person  at  the  time  of  registration,  ftjr  which  six  groecheu  shall  be  paid,  and 
carried  to  the  reward  fund  for  informers." 

The  royal  rescript,  the  stjitute,  iiiid  the  police  oniinance  of 
1792  are  founded  upon  the  principle  that  prostitution  i.s  a  neces- 
sary evil,  which,  if  unregulated,  tends  to  demoralize  all  .society, 
and  inflict  physical  suffering  on  its  votaries;  but,  as  it  can  never 
■be  supjiressed,  it  in  tolerated  in  order  that  those  who  practice  it 
may  be  brought  under  supervision  and  control.  In  furtherance 
of  this  idea,  another  fwlicc  orfler  was  promulgated  in  1795,  pro- 
hibiting mufiie  and  dancing  at  the  tolenxted  houses,  and  limiting 
the  resort  of  prostitutes  to  public  places  of  amusement.  The  im- 
mediate effect  of  this  measure  was  to  close  several  coffee-bouses 
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served  by  women  {tuarlchen  Utbuyiten).  At  the  same  time,  the 
womeu  were  ulaisitied  into  first,  second,  and  third  classes,  and 
the  monthly  tax  graduated  to  one  thaler  (sixty-eight  cents),  two 
thirds  uf  a  thaler,  and  one  third  <>f  a  thaler,  which  w;i.s  appro- 
priated to  the  healing  fimd,  as  directed  by  the  regulations  of  1792. 
This  impost  was  doubled  at  a  subsequent  period  in  consequence 
of  public  calamities. 

To  enforce  the  police  directions  and  collect  the  tax,  a  census  of 
the  public  prostitutes  in  Berlin  was  taken  in  June,  1792,  when 
they  amounted  to  311.  The  toleration  was  withdrawn  from  some 
of  these  for  various  reasons,  and  the  numbers  were,  in 

July 2t>9 

August 268 

September 249 

October  (a  periixl  of  fairs  and  (ithcr  uy^iublutre^)  .     .  258 

And  the  average  tinaUy  settled  at  about      ....  260 

in  a  population  of  loU.OOO. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  the  police 
of  Berlin,  as  in  most  other  cities  of  Continental  Eurojw,  they  found 
it  necessary  U>  extend  their  toleration  so  as  to  include  in  their  su- 
pervision those  private  prostitutes  who  could  not  bo  permitted  to 
reside  in  the  toleniteil  houses  beenusc  they  had  not  reacln-d  the 
age  prescribed  by  law,  which  in  Pru-ssiu  tixes  uiajority  at  twenty- 
four  years ;  and  aiso  another  cla.sa  who  were  secretly  \'isited  at 
pjrivate  lodgings  by  those  wc^althy  libertines  whose  pride  would 
not  allow  them  to  enter  a  common  Ijrothet,  and  whose  amours 
consequently  exposed  them  to  liabilities  which  the  spirit  of  the 
law  justified  the  police  in  encountering.  The  persons  (mostly 
widows)  with  whom  the  private  j>n)stitutes  resided  were  made 
answerable  to  the  police,  and  subjected  to  the  same  rules  aa  the 
tolerated  houses. 

Under  the  new  scale  of  impost  there  were,  in  179fi. 

6  brothels  of  the  1st  class,  with  inmates    ....       16 

8       "        •'       2d      "  «  .     ...      "33 

40       "        "       3d      «  «  ....     141 

190 

Private  prostitutes  of  the  1st  class 39 

«  '•  "       2d    "        28 

—  67 
Total ^     .     .  257 

About  this  period,  an  epoch  of  general  political  movement,  men 
of  the  highest  rank  in  Prussia  began  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  tol- 
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crating  prostitution,  and  orders  were  given,  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
monstrances of  the  police,  ttj  take  measures  which  would  eft'ectually 
compel  brothel-keepers  to  close  their  houses.  This  uppcai-s  to  have 
been  the  first  |)ositive  attempt  at  absolute  repression,  and  the  po- 
lice intimated  that  illicit  prostitution  would  be  its  inevitable  result. 
In  reply,  they  were  directed  that,  if  their  prediction  shovUd  be  veri- 
fied, they  must  pursue  the  vice  inort!  closely  In  181HJ  the  number 
of  registered  women  had  decreased  to  246,  /ml  it  uus  notorious  that 
illicit praitittition  had  increased  lanjely.  This  fact  w;is  not  denied  by 
the  police.  They  ascribed  it,  very  justly,  to  the  restrictions  im- 
pcteed  on  the  tolerated  houses,  which  were  now  actually  less  than 
ever,  at  a  time  when  the  resident  population  of  Berlin  was  twenty 
thousand  mure  than  at  the.  Lost  computation,  exclusive  of  a  large 
influx  of  troops  and  foreigners.  They  were  not  sujiported  in  their 
views,  hut  were  ordered,  on  the  ground  of  extensive  disease  among 
the  .soldiery,  to  "crush  out"  the  illicit  prostitution,  and  this  ortier 
they  vainly  endeavored  to  accomplish.  An  inquiry  into  the  com- 
parative state  of  the  venereal  disease  wiu';  directed  at  the  sntne 
time,  and  the  state  physician  rej.)orted  that  tlu^rt;  wua  It.stt  disease 
ainiong  regisle-red  tfian  illicit  prostitutes,  and  inferred  tlial  a  dimtnution 
of  lalerated,  but  strictly  guarded  regular  brothels,  was  not  for  the  pub- 
lic hewfit. 

The  year  1808,  when  the  French  army  overran  Euro[H».  was  a 
period  of  general  war  and  trouble ;  the  police  regulations  fell  into 
aljeyauce,  and  prostitution  bi'came  comparaii\'ely  fi'ee  and  uncon- 
trolled. The  B'reneh  military  commanders  in  Berlin  made  com- 
plaints to  the  police  of  the  lawless  state  of  the  town,  particularly 
specifying  some  of  the  brothels,  which  had  become  nests  of  gam- 
blers, wherein  robbery,  duels,  suicides,  and  other  offenses  were  of 
frequent  (leeurn'tice.    The  Results  of  aJi  inspection  were  as  follows; 

50  brothels  containing  women 230 

Friviite  prostitutes 203—438 

ia  addition  to  this,  tliea-  were  of  notorious  illicit  prostitutes  known  \ 
to  the  police  (80  nf  whom  were  stated  to  have  disease  in  its  worst  :•  400 

fomi.") j 

Aiiil  also  reaMinably  sus{)ected  of  prostitution 67 

Making  an  aggregate  known  to  tbe  authorities  of  ...  .  900 
Tiiere  were  also  seventy  tlauce-houscs,  which  were  known  as 
places  of  accommodation.  The  population  at  this  time  was  about 
150,000.  The  figures  thus  given,  from  an  official  enumeration, 
are  the  best  practical  eoinmentary  upon  the  eliects  of  the  aban- 
donment of  a  tried  system  of  surveillaitcc. 
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le  state  of  affairs  disclosfd  by  tliis  inquiry  called  forth  a  mio- 
isterial  rf.soript,  dated  Mav  S,  1S(»'J,  which  we  copy: 

"  The  brotht'l-houses  are,  by  renson  of  the  great  influence  they  have  on 
morality  hjkI  ht-ultli,  u  verv'  iuipartaiit  bntnch  of  {Milioc  adniiiii.^trution. 
We  sbaiitil (lemiT  to  be  mlisftetl  whtllier  il  is  more  desii-abk  1u  »upf>ie»s  or 
tolerate  them.  In  any  east',  it  in,  however,  iinproj*r  and  injurious  t<.)  Iiccn!>e 
them,  and  thus  to  give  them  a  certain  sanction  ;  still  loss  can  they  be  toler- 
ate«l  in  piiWic-  tieip!ihorlioo<i«i  oFa  city.  It  is  nitlier  to  be  desired  that,  upon 
every  convenient  luid  profierly  occurring  opjiortuiiity.  they  should  be  stamp- 
ed with  the  well-merited  brand  of  the  deepest  depravity  and  infamy.  Wo 
have  therefore  commanded  the  Police  Directory  to  effect  the  removal  of  all 
such  houses  into  <|uiet,  retired  streets  of  the  suburbs  and  liberties,  and  we 
direct  you  to  take  into  consideration  whether  a  like  regulation  can  not  be 
accomplished  here  in  the  city  of  Rerliii ;  whereujiou  you  will  make  to  us 
a  well-eousidered  report.  You  are  also  to  take  into  consideration  what  can 
be  done  to  brand  such  places  with  the  deepest  depravity  and  infamy." 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  which  had  duubtle.ss  emanated  direct 
from  royalty  itself,  Ilerr  Von  Gruner,  the  head  of  the  Berliu  po- 
lice, commiinieated  a  report  containing  his  eonehLsjons,  a.s  follows: 

"  I.  That  closing,  or  even  limiting  the  brothels,  would  lead  to  very  gen« 
eral  ill  health." 

'•  2.  That,  in  consequence  of  the  exertions  of  the  police,  illicit  prostitu- 
tion had  been  diruiiiished  vci-y  much,  and  even  the  numljer  of  the  registered 
women  hud  decreased." 

"  3.  That  in  1809  there  were  in  Berlin 

I  first  ela-ss  brothel  containing  women 6 

20  second    "         "  "  " 75 

22  third      "        ■'  "  « 111—198 

Private  prostitutes 113 

Total  registered 311 

That  this  number  might  seem  larger  than  before,  but  the  passage  of  troopa 
and  the  large  garri.sim  of  Berlin  had  Icil  ti>  the  incrcasi',  and  evidently  a 
great  increase  of  secret  prostitution  anil  it-^  results  would  have  lieeu  experi- 
enced in  place  of  the  registered  prostitution,  hud  not  an  exteiwiou  of  this 
same  registered  prostitution  been  toleruted." 

"  4.  That  particular  streets  in  which  brothels  were  to  be  found  were  oer- 
taiuly  no  longer  suitable  placvaon  acfuuni  uf  the  greater  traffic  which  they 
had  gained,  uiul  these  houses  might,  <in  tliat  a(.<;uunt,  be  removed  to  bacic 
streets,  including  the  Kiinii^innawr,  etc." 

'  5.  Thill  lie  did  iieii  l.ii'iw  in  what  manner  '  the  brand  of  depravity  and 
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infamy'  oould  be  impressed  on  the  trade  of  [irostitution,  except  by  directing 
a  particular  i^o.stuaie,  differing  from  tlie  clutl)inj;.i>f  respectable  women." 

In  oontinutttion  of  this  repwrt,  the  oonimiiSKarv  states  hi.<  opinion  "  that 
it  would  t»e  dangerous  to  public  order  to  keep  the  common  houses  in  narrow 
limitM,  as  it  would  bring  together  all  the  idlt-  people,  which  might  lead  to  u 
disturbanc-e ;  that  a  special  costume  for  the  women  would  he  ot  no  use  at 
home,  and  out  of  doors*  it  would  only  give  occasion  for  a  jmblic  scandal 
without  effecting  the  purpose  of  their  rcfonu ;  that,  lastly,  he  object*  to  the 
toleration  of  private  prostitutes,  as  there  is  no  good  result  from  their  regta- 
tration  except  their  health,  and  the  geiiei'al  regidation  in  thnt  and  other 
matters  is  much  better  seeurtxJ  in  the  brothela." 

Among  the  official  correspondence  on  tliis  matter  we  find  another 
document  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  a  report  by  a  sub-inspector  to  the 
superior  p<.iUee  authorities,  dated  January  Hi,  1810. 

"  There  are  forty-four  such  honaes  of  prostitution,  and,  compared  with  the 
populutiun  of  Berlin,  1X0,000.  that  is  not  iniiny.  They  are  diviilwi  into 
three  classfct,  and,  together  with  the  prostitutes  living  on  their  own  atviunt, 
are  controlled  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  February  2d,  1792.  In 
oomplianue  with  such  niles,  they  pay  the  taxes  to  the  healing  fund. 

"  Past  negligent  nusmanagenieiit  has  unfortunately  penuittod  several 
brothels  in  umcli-fretiuented  streets.  Their  removal  to  more  retired  places 
I  find  highly  desin.ble.  It  is  urgent  (bat  no  more  private  vi'omcn  of  tlie 
town  should  W'  tolerated,  but  ruthcr  that  they  should,  if  they  can  not  return 
to  good  comluct,  l)e  sent  into  the  brothel-bouses,  or,  where  tliey  are  tuit  na- 
tives of  Berlin,  be  sent  out  of  the  city  forthwith,  or  otherwise  be  si'nt  to  the 
House  of  Industry.  These  women,  living  alone,  are  very  perilous  to  morality 
and  be;dth.  inasTinieli  as  they  can  not  be  so  jwrfectiy  controlled  as  in  the 
brothels  in  modesty  of  depitrtment,  cleanlinesa,  and  retirement;  aLs<»  Ixjcause 
they  are  able  to  withhold  themselves  from  medical  ins{)ection,  and  to  carry 
on  their  traiie  when  they  know  tWmselves  to  be  suffering  fmm  venenjal 
diseases.  The  ILsL"  of  tlie  prostitutes  under  treatment  at  the  Chariti'  demon- 
strate this.  The  opinion  that  this  living  alone  favors  a  return  to  virtue  is 
not  sujiportcd  by  exjierience  ;  wei«  it  even  so,  the  disadvanUiges  enumerated 
are  nunie  iinjtortant  than  so  rare  and  problematical  a  lienefit. 

"'The  i|uestion.  'whether  the  toleration  of  lirotbels  in  large  cities,  and 
their  iicgulation  by  the  jKilice,  so  that  inte<'tcfl  females  should  not  lie  [Hirmit- 
ted  therein,  is  advisable,  in  order  to  counteract  the  Htnluetion  of  resjiectable 
femalesl'  can  not  be  categorically  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Still,  in 
Berlin,  it  seem.-  that  brothels,  if  not  a  iK.'cessary  evil,  can  tupt  lie  momentarily 
alioltshed.  Imt  such  step  must  be  devised  as  will  gradually  remove  the  evil, 
and  make  the  disgrace  generally  noticeable.  To  this  end,  the  alK)Ve  proposi- 
tions, touching  private  jirostitutes  and  ry^moval  of  brothels  from  public  streets, 
will  be  carried  into  effect.     Expre.ss  limitutious  of  the  brothels  to  two  or 
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three  streeto  woiilH  give  occasion  to  gatherings  on  holidays  that  might  lead 
to  riota  uiid  other  excesses. 

"  A  special  external  designation  of  prostitutes  would  only  lend  to  uproar, 
without  cauiiiag  the  women  to  feel  the  odium  of  their  calling  more  than  at 
present." 

The  remaiQcler  of  this  report  is  unimportant.  In  October,  1810, 
:i  jiublit"  onk-r  was  inatle  for  eft'ectuating  its  recommendations. 

After  this  event  the  king  became  impressed  with  an  idea  of  the 
inipoliey  and  improprietv  of  the  "foleratiou"  .system,  and  a  lengthy 
correspondence  ensued  between  the  various  department.s  and  suite 
ofticiala  on  the  subject;  the  rojal  rescripts  enunciating  the  oft-re- 
peated opinions  on  the  subject  in  general,  objecting  to  the  details 
of  the  police  management,  or  directing  reports  on  some  particular 
incident  of  the  system ;  the  police  authorities,  fortified  by  experi- 
ence as  0[)j.)09ed  to  theory,  adhering  to  the  toleration  practice,  and 
demanding  increased  powers  to  restrain  private  prostitution,  and 
compel  all  such  j>er8ons  to  enter  the  public  houses.  The  matter 
was  brought  to  a  close  in  1814  by  an  ortler  from  the  crown  for  a 
total  closing  of  the  tolerated  brothels.  The  police  president,  Lecoq, 
thought  it  advisable  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  of  the 
town  of  Breslau  before  he  complied  with  this  order,  requesting 
.some  infbriniition  lus  to  the  state  of  public  morals  there,  it  being 
stated  that  there  was  not  a  single  brothel  or  registered  prostitute 
to  be  found  within  its  limits. 

The  reply  from  the  Breslau  officials  was  in  the  affinnative  as  to 
the  IJict.  As  to  the  results,  they  had  consulted  with  the  state 
physician  and  the  hospital  physician,  and  their  opinion  was  that 
closing  the  brothels  and  withdrawal  of  toleration  had  not  been 
advantageous,  as,  in  spite  of  the  ptjlice  vigilance,  illicit  prostitu- 
tion had  increased  since,  and  procuresses  carried  on  their  arts  more 
extensively,  their  operajtions  being  altogc^ther  secret,  and  under  no 
police  control ;  (Jiat  l/ie  venereal  disease  had  not  decreased ;  tfiat  noth- 
ing counteracted  it  so  effectually  as  the  medical  inapecticm  of  knoton 
brothels ;  and  that  its  secret  spread  had  been  so  great  as  to  ej:(end  its 
ravages,  through  the  instrumentality  of  female  servants,  into  respectable 
families;  that  the  hospital  returns  proved  but  little,  because  the 
cases  were  suffered  to  run  on  or  were  privately  cured,  but  these 
retaoms  were  given  as  foUo'vs : 
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VpiH^rral  nso«  la 
Itn'flnti  llotpit*!. 

155 

lUrgitinatvblrtlu 
\u  KraUu. 

Vemn. 

1810 

V«o«reftl  aoM  in 
llrolaii  Hoapiial. 
118 

IU«gi)im>te  birtlu 
in  Kmlau. 

382 

202 

.... 

1811 

98 

316 

323 

1812 

139 

282 

233 

.  ■  *  . 

1»13 

159 

222 

In 


1805 
1806 
1807 

1808 

1809     150      I 

Till   ,..11.'^  iMJt)  iirid  1807  were  those  uf  tlit-  Frcucii  iiiviisiou. 
1B12  tlat'  brothels  in  IJrcslau  were  closed. 

The  general  peace  ol'  1814  diverted  the  euergiea  of  crowned 
he!td.<  Hud  leading  statesmen  from  matters  of  iutcrnal  |)oliey,  and 
the  jioliee  of  Bei'liii  were  lell  at  liberty  to  pursue  tlieir  ulil  |ilaiiS. 
Then  the  inhabitants  began  to  object  to  brothels,  and  to  petition 
against  those  in  their  Linniediate  neighboriuKxl.  This  drew  from 
the  [luliee  an  arguineiit.iitive  doeuiiieiu,  in  which  they  billy  re- 
viewed the  (juestion,  but  refused  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

The  change  of  localities,  alterations  in  the  law,  and  other  cir- 
cuuistanee.s,  made  a  re-enaetnient  of  the  code  of  1792  desirable, 
and  this  took  place  in  1829.  The  alterations  aiv  ebiefly  in  minor 
detiiits  of  no  general  inu-rest,  but  the  law  against  fn^quenting 
[vlaees  of  pubUc  uiinisernent  was  made  part  of  this  jioliee  older, 
which  declaivd  that  the  firesence  of  prostitutes  at  houses  of  public 
entertainment  waa  striellv  forlji<lden.  The  most  material  change 
consisted  in  sonie  very  niiiiute  directions  for  guarding  against 
venereal  disease.  To  this  end,  every  brothel-keeper  wsus  rwiuired 
to  funiish  each  woman  in  his  houst.-  with  a  jiroper  .■syringe,  which 
she  was  directed  t<J  use  freijuently.  uudei'  the  onlers  of  the  niedit^al 
visitors.  The  private  prostituti's  were  directed  to  i>bserve  similar 
precautions,  and  in  [ilace  of  a  fixed  weekly  iiis]pectioii  by  a  med- 
icid  officer,  he  was  ordered  Uj  make  his  visits  at  uueeitain  intervals. 

At  this  time  there  were  thifty -three  brothels  in  Berhn.  Some 
of  tile  citizens  renewed  their  jvetitious  for  a  removal  of  a  portion 
of  them,  but  with  no  better  success  than  l)efore. 

In  1839,  the  morality  of  the  system  of  toleration  was  again 
questioned  by  those  in  authority,  and  the  Mini.ster  of  the  Interior, 
in  a  rescript  to  the  authorities  of  the  Rhine  provinces,  alluded 
to  the  matter  of  prostitution,  and  expressed  himself  as  strongly 
opposed  to  any  system  fif  toh'ration.  Wi'  quote  a  ])ortion  of  his 
reniMlks: 

"  As  for  the  granting  of  lioense.H  to  brothels,  1  can  not  accede  to  it,  in- 
asmuch us  the  advantages  to  lie  gained  are,  in  my  opinion,  illusory,  and  in 
no  degree  eount(■r^•llil  the  inconvenience  of  the  state  Kim-tion  thtt«<  afforded 
to  discredit&ble  iiiRtitutlons.     All  attempts  by  the  polic<>  to  introduce  de- 
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their  students  and  pupils,  demanded  that  they  be  closed.  The 
police,  who  had  previously  taken  every  precaution  against  a  vio- 
lation of  public  decency,  now  deputed  a  special  inspector  to  give 
his  personal  attention  to  the  locality.  Hf  n.'p(>iti'<l  there  was  no 
valid  ground  of  complaint  as  to  the  outward  romliR't  of  the  in- 
habitants, or  the  internal  management  of  the  houses.  Thus  satis- 
fied as  to  the  nature  of  the  opposition,  the  police  treated  the  col- 
lege officials  somewhat  cavalierly,  and  recommended  them  to  pro- 
hibit their  students  visiting  such  an  out-of-the-way  place :  a  very 
sensible  piece  of  advice,  and  the  best  that  could  have  been  given 
under  the  circumsUiucea. 

According  to  Dr.  Behrend  (who  has  written  on  Prostitution  in 
Berlin),  the  leading  spirits  of  this  agitation  were  a  clergyman,  and 
a  distiller  who  bad  a  brewery  and  spirit-store  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Konigsmauer.  The  clergyman  proceedefl  upon  moral  and  re- 
ligious grounds,  and  led  the  cru.s;Klc  again.>*t  brothels  as  a  public 
disgrace,  imworthy  a  Christiiui  nation.  W(^  do  not  learn  what 
line  pf  argument  the  distiller  adopted,  or  whether  the  prohibition 
of  liquor  in  houses  of  prostitution  influenced  his  zeal.  These  agi- 
tators applied  to  the  police  with  a  succession  of  genend  enmplaints 
as  to  the  luxury  of  the  houses,  the  gains  of  the  women,  the  bad 
example  to  the  young,  and  other  topiw*  of  a  similar  nature.  They 
met  with  but  scant  favor ;  however,  they  were  assured  that  every 
possible  means  should  be  used  to  keep  the  oflFenders  within  the 
bounds  of  existing  rules. 

Thi'  nieraorialist:i  then  carried  their  grievances  to  various  influ- 
ential people,  and  at  length  to  C!ount  Arnim,  the  Mini.ster  of  the 
lnterif)r,  to  whom  a  (letitioii  was  presented,  praying  the  entire 
suppression  of  all  tolerated  brothel.s.  This  petition  eont^iined  all 
the  allegations  and  arguments  which  could  possibly  be  mlvanced 
again.si  the  places  in  cjuestion,  augmented  by  much  rhetorical 
flourish  aVx)Ut  the  degradation  of  i-oyal  officers;  the  desecration 
of  the  baptismal  register  pnxluced  by  prostitutes  at  the  time  of  in- 
scription ;  the  insult  to  majesty  in  allowing  brothels  to  exist  in  a 
street  called  Konigsmauer,  and  many  similarly  weighty  p<")ints. 
The  practical  knowledge,  of  the  police  as  to  the  effect  of  registra- 
tion in  checking  more  baneful  exce&ses  was  theoretiejdiy  disputed; 
the  propositions  on  which  the  toleration  system  was  based  were 
denied;  the  defense  of  the  plan  by  those  cognizant  of  its  work- 
ing W!is  entirely  ruled  out;  so  that,  to  a  person  unacquainted  with 
both  .'■ides  of  the  questiou,  a  sufficient  ex  parle  case  waB  presented. 
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gotten  that  the  police  possessed  both  power  and  inclination  to  sup- 
press such  grievances,  or  else  it  never  occurred  to  these  '"Berlin 
citizens"  that  their  assistance  given  to  the  police  would  have 
speedily  checked  the  evils.  The  memorial  was  handed  to  the 
king  him.'^elf.  am\  he  required  a  n-port  ujion  the  matter  from  th«' 
Director  of  Police.     This  was  duly  furnished,  and  repn'sented. 

"  1.  That  the  corruption  of  manners  in  Berlin,  and  in  the  fwrts  of  Ber- 
lin c<ini|iluined  of,  wa.s  not  more  extreme  tliun  in  other  great  cities  of  Ger- 
many, and  in  like  places. 

"2.  That  in  the  limitution  of  the  ineradicahle  vice  of  prostitution  by 
her  ftolice  regulations,  Berlin  had  greatly  the  advantage  of  \'ienni) ;  tor  in 
1840,  Bi'flin  (including  the  garrison)  hud  a  {xipulation  of  350  000  souls, 
among  wlumi  there  was,  of  course,  a  very  large  uuiuher  of  unmarried  men. 
That  the  .syphilitic  cases  in  the  Charity  had  been  in 

1838,u»eu.     .     .569     Women     .     .     .634     Total.     .     .1209 

1839,  "...  69.T         «  ...  738        "...   1433 

1840,  "...  704        ■"  .     .        757        "...   14tjl 

Ansuming  that  one  thinl  of  the  venereal  ctises  in  Berlin  wen?  treated  pri- 
vately,  this  gives  an  average  of  1  in  450,  or  in  every  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men  there  \h  one  syphilitic  suhjct;t,  whereas  M.  Pareut-Duchutelet's 
calculation  for  Vicjiua  is  1  in  every  250."' 

The  same  report  c(nitinut.-s: 

"  Every  official  will  bear  out  ray  a.sacrtiou  that  the  number  of  brothels  is 
in  invert'  profKirtion  to  illicifprostitution ;  that  is.  the  fewer  of  the  for- 
mer, the  more  of  the  latter,  and  tlie  greater  the  diffiuulty  of  dealing  witli 
them,  and  preventing  syphilis." 

In  1841  another  nifniorial  was  presented,  with  further  com- 
plaints against  the  same  houses  in  the  Kiiiiigsmauer.  This  was 
referred  to  the  police  authorities  with  the  brief  injunction, 
"  Make  an  end  of  the  nuisances  about  which  there  are  so  many 
compLiints." 

The  SchulkoUegium  of  the  province  of  Brandenburg  now  joined 
their  influence  to  swell  the  public  outcry  that  the  few  houses  of 
prostitution  on  the  Konigsmauer  were  hurtful  to  public  morals, 
and  a  bad  ixaniple  to  youth,  and,  on  the  ground  of  interest  in 

'  ThU  calculntiMii  h  not  ri-rv  explicitly  itBtpd.  It  \»  intended  to  show  that 
syphiliii  i.«  not  daniserously  )>r<>Tiilcnt  nmon;;  thf  Rcncrnl  |t<>ijulariiin.  The  police 
arrivi-  at  this  rtincliiMion  hv  dcdiictinK  the  cnscs  treated  in  the  Chnrite  (which  they 
eviimntp  at  twu  iKinIa)  from  the  total  population,  and  then  diritle  the  remaininj! 
fn!ie«  among  the  hulk  of  the  people,  tr)  prove  tbni  onh  n  mtv  smoJI  proiiortlon  ore 
ex|H>»ed  to  venereal  iiillueiicf.  We  iruiiseiilie  the  ttatemeut  literally,  but  do  not 
coaiider  it  of  much  viilui' 
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aeir  students  and  pupils,  demanded  that  they  be  i^losed.  The 
police,  who  had  previously  taken  every  precaution  against  a  vio- 
lation of  public  decency,  now  deputed  a  special  inspector  to  give 
his  persona!  attention  to  the  locality.  He  reporti-d  there  was  no 
valid  ground  of  complaint  as  to  the  outward  conduct  of  the  in- 
habitants, or  the  internal  management  of  the  houses.  Thus  satis- 
tied  us  to  the  nature  of  the  opposition,  the  police  treated  the  col- 
lege officials  somewhat  cavalierly,  and  recommended  them  to  pro- 
hibit their  students  visiting  such  an  out-of-the-way  place:  a  very 
sensible  piece  of  advice,  and  the  best  that  could  have  been  given 
under  the  circumstances. 

According  to  Dr.  Bchrend  (who  has  written  on  Prostitution  in 
Berlin ),  the  leading  spirits  of  this  agitation  were  a  clergyman,  and 
a  distiller  who  had  a  brewery  and  spirit-store  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Kdnigsmauer.  The  clergyman  proceeded  upon  moral  and  re- 
ligious grounds,  an<i  led  the  crusade  against  brothels  as  a  public 
disgrace,  unworthy  a  Chri.stian  nation.  We  do  not  learn  what 
line  pf  argument  the  distiller  adopted,  or  whether  the  prohibition 
of  liquor  in  houses  of  prostitution  influenced  hi.s  zeal.  The.se  agi- 
tators apjilied  to  the  police  with  a  succession  of  general  complaints 
as  to  the  luxury  of  the  houses,  the  gains  of  the  women,  the  bad 
example  to  the  young,  and  other  topics  of  a  similar  nature.  They 
met  with  but  scant  favor ;  however,  they  were  assured  that  every 
possible  means  should  be  used  to  keep  the  offenders  within  the 
bounds  of  existing  rules. 

The  memorialists  then  carried  their  grievances  to  various  influ- 
ential people,  and  at  length  to  Count  Arnim,  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  to  whom  a  petition  was  presented,  praying  the  entire 
8uppre.*.«ion  of  all  tolerated  brothels.  This  petition  contained  all 
the  allegations  and  arguments  which  could  possibly  be  advanced 
against  the  places  in  question,  augment<"<l  by  much  rhetorical 
flourish  about  the  degradation  of  royal  officers;  the  desecration 
of  the  baptismal  register  produced  by  prostitutes  at  the  time  of  in- 
scription :  the  insult  to  majesty  in  allowing  brothel.**  to  exist  in  a 
street  called  Kdnigsmauer,  and  many  similarly  weighty  points. 
The  practical  knowledge  of  the  police  as  to  the  effect  of  registra- 
tion in  cheeking  more  baneful  excesses  was  theoretically  disputed ; 
the  propositions  on  which  the  toleration  system  was  based  were 
deuietl ;  the  defense  of  the  plan  by  those  cognizant  of  its  work- 
ing was  entirely  ruled  out;  so  that.,  to  a  person  unacquainted  with 
both  sides  of  the  question,  a  sufficient  ex  parte  case  was  presi'utf.'d. 
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The  ministerial  reply  was  favorable,  but  not  conclusive ;  it 
was  to  the  effect  that, 

"  1.  The  number  of  brothels  ia  to  be  reduced  one  half,  which  are  to  be 
removed  bej'und  the  city  witlls  to  the  moat  retired  position  passible,  wliere 
annoynnce  to  the  iieiglibors  is  not  to  be  feared. 

"2.  For  the  control  of  those  reinntuing,  patrols  of  gens  d'annes  are  to 
be  kept  ufoot,  and  relieved  six  ttm«g  a  da;. 

"3.  Every  tliird  breach  of  the  regnliitions,  whether  in  small  or  greHt 
matters,  will  be  followed  by  the  closing  of  the  house. 

"  Shonld  these  orders  not  he  sufficient,  the  police  are  empowered  to  close 
all  the  houses,  for  it  must  be  understomi  thiit  hrothcts  are  not  licensed,  hut 
only  tolerated  as  necessity  requires,  and  cure  for  public  decency  permits." 

The  police  authorities  foresaw  difficulties  in  the  details  of  these 
proceedings,  and  asked  for  more  explicit  instructions,  wliicli  were 
BupplitKi.  In  the  second  communication  was  this  remarkable 
passage : 

"Should  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  brothels  tuke  place,  and  theiehy 
the  number  of  common  prostitutes  be  uffected,  we  shall  then  leuru  by 
experience  whether  consequences  injurious  to  public  morality  and  order 
ensue,  and  the  decision  of  the  main  question  can  then  be  made  with  cer- 
tainty, whether  we  can  not  advance  to  the  entire  abolition  of  brothels." 

In  following  the  prescribed  course,  and  overthrowing  an 
establishes!  system  in  order  to  furnish  ministerial  "  experience  " 
of  the  trouble  it  would  cause,  the  police  instituted  a  series  of 
inquiries,  and  embo«lietl  the  result  in  a  report  to  the  Ministerof 
the  Interior,  dated  July.  1844,  which  shows  that  there  were 

36  brothels,  containing  women 287 

Registered  private  prostitutes         18 

Total 805 

The  amount  received  and  disbursed  on  account  of  the  healing 
fund  was  also  reported  in  thalers,  tlms : 


1841. 

Received 

.     8884 

Disliiirsed      .     . 

.     .     1037 

1842. 

" 

.     3899 

1  i 

.     .       8«1 

1843. 

*t 

.     336.5 

"             .     . 

.     .       689 

It  concludes  witli  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  police : 

''As  for  the  influence  which  the  extinction  of  brothels  may  have  upoa 
the  moralu,  .safety,  and  health  of  society,  the  police  authorities  think  them- 
selves obliged,  as  before,  to  declare  af^ainat  the  expediency  of  the  procumliug. 
What  should  be  done  in  case  this  course  should  be  adopted  is  a  question 
that  requires  much  consideration.     Meanwhile,  the  police  are  of  opinion  it 
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would  be  highly  objectionable  to  close  the  brothels  before  other  measurea 
are  prepared  in  reference  to  prostitution." 

No  sucL  lueasuivs  wcif  prepiired.  The  kiug  would  hear  no 
farther  argument  upon  the  matter ;  and,  by  positive  "  royal  com- 
mand."  the  biothfi.s  were  closed  and  registered  prostitution  stop- 
ped, December  31,  1845.  Berlin  became  (nomiually)  as  virtuous 
as  an  edict  from  the  throne  could  make  it.  The  majority  of  the 
prostitut»'s  wrri'  either  sent  to  their  former  homes  or  sup|>licd  with 
passports  for  places  out  of  the  kingdom.  A  few  were  left  house- 
less, friendless,  and  destitute.  History  does  not  say  whether  the 
friends  of  enforced  eoutiiieuce  provided  for  these  sufferers. 

This  summary  edict  seriously  embarrassed  the  [lolice,  especially 
as  the  slate  laws  toleratmg  prostitution  were  unrepealed.  Tkey 
applied  to  the  iiuthorities  of  Dalle  and  Cologne,  where  a  similar 
measure  had  been  enforced,  and  the  substance  of  the  replies  re- 
ceived was  as  follow.s. 

From  Hall': 

"  Sincp  the  French  occupation,  the  brothels  had  been  put  down.  There 
had  bet-n  n  few  perscm.s  clmrgc<.l  with  prostitution,  whom  the  fiolice  caught 
nou  ami  then,  and  sent  to  jail,  where  they  were  cured.  There  were,  how- 
ever, very  few  vicioa*'  (lersons  in  Halle,  and  there  had  been  no  need  of 
special  jirovisioii.  It  was  not  difficult  to  find  honest  livelihood  for  the 
oommou  women.  As  to  8jphili.s,  there  bad  been  no  increase  of  cases  since 
the  last  of  the  brothels." 

The  authorities  of  Cologne  had  no  such  pleasing  tale  to  tell. 
They  say, 

"  At  the  end  of  the  French  nccupation,  the  authorities  had  put  down  all 
the  liccR'sed  brothels,  and,  at  the  famv  time,  made  vigilant  search  for  private 
prostitutt*.  Legal  difficulties  had  tiir  uiatiy  years  liccn  in  the  wa y,  lus  the 
law>  made  no  prHvision  agjiinst  (irivate  prristitutinii,  when  not  carrieil  on  as 
a  trade  for  gain,  and  the  technical  pnxif  was  difficult.  jVgainst  procurers 
and  procuresses  the  law  was  ineSectire,  escept  in  cases  where  the  seduced 
female  was  under  age.  When  the  amendments  in  the  law  hiul  taken  place, 
the  fKilice  had  worke<i  vigorously,  and  in  thi-  ycaiv  1843  and  1844.  a  time 
when  illicit  prostitution  had  enonnously  increaserl,  tliey  had  ])resented  three 
hundred  ca«s  i>f  that  offense. 

"  As  iv^iiiiM  syphilis,  Ihe  cily  phyiician  tMM  of  opinion  thai,  in  late 
years.  Ihr  itistnte  fuul  ineitaaed  among  all  classes,  and  had  appeartd  in  a 
mrich  iinirse  type. 

"  In  conseijuenoc,  however,  of  the  increased  enercy  of  the  police,  affairs 
had  V«come  under  better  control,  and  the  number  of  private  brothels  had 


i 


244  HISTORY  OF  PRORTTTUTION. 

iDRt^rially  diminished,  so  that  there  an-  now  but  aliout  fifteen  in  the  city. 
The  secret  pmstitution  was  not,  however,  umler  anj  control.  Tlie  jiolioe 
found  it  impracticable  to  keep  viciouK  perHOUs  in  check,  who  (in  detiiult  of 
other  ueciHmnodation)  conimittwi  the  most  depraTed  acts  in  stray  vehicles 
or  any  suitable  hiding-place." 

Tile  writer  of  tliis  olficial  coiiimuiiicatiou  added  Lis  private  opin- 
ion, baaed  upon  the  experience  of  some  years,  that  "  no  ett'eotivc 
steps  could  be  devised  to  auppreas  prostitution :  all  that  c-uuld  be 
done  would  be  to  palliate  it,  and  keep  it  under  surveillaitce." 

These  statements  were  not  calculated  to  relieve  the  anxiety  of 
the  Berlin  officials,  who  were  pressed  by  the  ministers  to  devise 
plans  for  executing  the  royal  orders.  They  accordingly  met,  in 
much  embarni-ssment,  and  prepared  a  scheme  which  was  not  ac- 
ceptable to  the  superior  |}owers.  It  was  ordered,  eventually,  "that 
the  women  suspected  of  prostitution,  being  about  1000  or  1200  in 
Berlin,  should  be  warned  by  the  police  to  discontinue  their  prac- 
tices. If  found  out,  they  were  to  be  punished,  and,  after  punish- 
ment, to  \w  continued  under  sun'eilktuci-  until  good  behavior.  Dur- 
ing such  period  they  were  to  be  periodically  examined  for  disease, 
at  the  police  office,  by  medical  men ;  the  punishment  to  be  made 
more  severe  on  the  repetition  of  the  offense." 

These  orders,  following  immediately  the  suppression  iiiaudale, 
will  strike  every  one  as  reaffinning  the  principles  of  the  toleration 
system  in  the  most  important  particular — the  regard  for  pubUc 
healtli.  The  police  used  all  their  energy  to  enforce  them,  but  at  the 
same  time  represented  their  fears  of  the  consequences,  namely,  the 
spread  of  prostitution,  the  increase  of  ihsease,  and  a  general  licen- 
tiousness of  habits. 

It  now  remains  to  trace  the  effects  of  the  suppression  of  regis- 
tered brothels,  and  local  authorities  afford  abundant  and  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  fears  of  the  police  were  realized. 

The   lfts.v/t7/*>r  Zritintif  (.July,  1847),  says: 

"  Well  meant  but  altogether  erroneous  is  the  proposition  tliat  hrothels 
can  be  dispenised  with  iu  times  of  general  intelligence  and  education,  and 
that  now  this  relic  of  barbariBm  can  Ik?  done  away  with.  Already,  only 
two  }'ear<  after  the  dosing  of  the  brothehf,  this  deception  ha.s  been  exploded, 
and  we  have  bought  experrenoe  at  the  public  cost.  The  illicit  pnMtitutes, 
who  well  know  how  tt)  escape  the  hands  of  the  police,  have  wpread  their  nets 
of  (tcnionilization  over  the  whole  city;  and  against  them,  the  old  ])n>stitii- 
tion  houses,  which  were  under  a  purifying  police  control  in  sanitary  and 
general  umtterg,  afforded  safety  and  protection." 


PRUSSIA. 


245 


In  another  Iik'hI  jwper  we  find : 

•'  I'roatitHtioii,  which  had  previously  kept  out  of  sight  in  dark  and  retired 
comers,  now  came  fiirwaal  bnldly  and  opf  nly  ;  for  it  found  protection  und 
ooonteuauce  in  the  large  number  of  its  supporters,  and  no  jiolice  care  could 
restrain  it  The  proistitutes  did  not  merely  traverse  the  streets  and  frequent 
the  public  thoroughfares  to  hunt  their  jirey.  therehy  iasultiug  virtuuua 
women  and  putting  them  to  the  blush,  tliey  crowded  the  fashionable  prom- 
enades, the  concerts,  the  theatres,  and  other  places  of  amusement,  where 
they  claimed  the  foremost  places,  and  s<'t  tlie  fjishion  of  the  hour.  They 
were  conspicuous  for  their  brilliant  toilettes,  and  their  example  was  pre- 
eminently captivating  and  pernicious  to  the  youth  of  both  sexes." 

From  a  work  called  "  Berlin,"  by  Saas,  we  obtain  iLe  mmexed 
view  of 

PCBUC  LIFE   IN    BERUJJ. 

"  No  city  in  (Jermany  can  boast  of  the  splendid  ball-rooms  of  Berlin. 
One  in  particular,  near  the  Brandenburg  gate  and  the  Parade-ground,  in 
remarkable  for  its  siie,  and  preitenta  a  magnitieent  exterior,  especially  in  the 
evening,  when  hundreds  of  lamps  stream  through  the  windows  and  light  up 
the  park  in  front.  The  interior  is  of  corrcspunding  splendor,  and  when  the 
vast  hall  resounds  with  the  music  of  the  grand  orchestra,  and  is  filled  with 
a  gay  crowd  rustling  in  silks  or  satins,  or  lounging  in  the  hall,  or  whirling 
in  the  giddy  waltz,  it  is  certainly  a  scene  to  intoxicate  the  youth  who  fre- 
quent it  in  search  of  adventure,  or  to  drink  in  the  poison  of  seductive  and 
deceiving,  although  bright  and  fascinating  eyes.  Should  the  foreigner  visit 
this  scene  on  one  of  its  gay  nights,  he  may  get  a  glintpse  of  the  depths  of 
Berlin  life.  Many  a  veil  is  lifted  here.  This  splendid  scene  has  itfi  dark 
side.  This  is  not  respectable  Berlin.  This  whirling,  laughing  crowd  is 
frivoloa-i  Berlin,  whether  of  wealth,  extravagance,  and  folly,  or  of  poverty, 
vice,  and  necessity.  The  prostitute  and  the  swindler  are  on  every  side. 
Formerly  the  female  visitors  were  of  good  repute,  but  gradually  courtesans 
and  women  of  light  character  slipped  in,  until  at  length  no  lady  could  be 
seen  there.  And  the  aforesaid  foreigner,  who  lounges  through  the  rtmms, 
admiring  the  elegant  and  lovely  women  who  surround  him  in  charge  of 
some  highly  respectable  elderly  person,  an  'aunt,'  or  a  ' chaperone,'  or  pos- 
ably  in  company  with  her  '  newly-married  husband,'  seeks  to  know  the 
names  and  position  of  such  evident  celebrity  und  fashion.  '  Do  not  you 
know  her?  Any  police  officer  can  tell  you  her  hLstory,*  are  the  replies  he 
receives.  There  is  a  cla&<i  uf  men  at  this  place  who  perform  a  function  sin- 
gular to  the  uninitiated.  These  worthies  are  the  *  husbands'  of  the  before- 
mentioned  ladies.  They  plaj-  the  careless  or  the  strict  cavalier ;  are  Blue- 
beards on  occasion ;  appear  or  keep  out  of  bight,  according  to  the  propria 
ties  of  the  moment." 
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writttrwe  exaact  die  fiiilawm^  aiiBtdi  of  a 


}m  CmbmI  fiffa  «f  nre  bam^,  "■■^■i  *■>  i^  l*P>  ia  aQ  dw  arte  of  ini>(uitT. 
TIm!  pkikaoflwr  naf  «•  lift  AHmallT  in  tki  «■■•  ^hIb  aa  m  the  lost  dl^- 
•nipcinn.  htit  m  a  awewliat  ]■■  amCBial  tiaWiriuw.  Seeoei  uf  bavvhaat 
•arit«fiw>nt  und  */  iriUest  abandnBHiHift  maj  bt  wifwiiini  h«i«.  Iks  onb' 
Irani  nbow  is  :ill  mirth  and  bapptiwaB ;  pkwHa  annMteuiied  aaaaa  tlH  btai- 
n«!M>  <>(  die  place.  Tom  the  piL-nin).  Tha  moit  abowy  of  the  "wtumff 
M»  himd ;  th«  gayety  is  fbr  a  lirini; ;  the  lihenj  is  liDentiousBiMK  These 
eiMriK  ill  blitheaoma  aa  diay  aaaa^dM  nedma  of  udiens  who  fleece 

fbmn  oing  di0f  eaBeanuaniimreBgipdmaaenniigvii.-(Iiu^  frum 

wboTii  tb«^-  nuty  wring  the  gains  whkh  an  ti>  paj  the  hiK  of  their  eksgant 
die«<<K,  >ir  fVimixh  means  for  fimher  tateaaMi,ot  perhaps  to  pay  fur  their 
tOffpfr  that  i?v<>nini;.  It  L-«  the  fidbioa  «f  tfaa  plaoe  fi>r  eaeh  gfeiW/cwuin  to 
inviTi"  a  /arfjf  to  mipper.  wLi*re  ibe  ({oontitv  a(  wine  ilrunk  is  iiicnxlible. 
Ffnw  many  a  young  man  ban  to  tnu.'e  out  mt;rt;ly  lute  uf  L-a^sh  and  beulth  to 
snrh  A  pl><r.,  bat  aUo  loss  of  huoor!  The  fadiM  who  have  no  such  ogree- 
«hl<>  jiHrliH'n*  .«it  apiart,  snilen  and  (fiaooBteuted ;  oftt-iitiiueii  they  have  no 
moTifv  to  (my  for  ibeir  own  nfwAmeats.  Pair  by  ptiLr  the  '.-rowd  dimin- 
iahtvi,  until  toward  thrr«  or  torn  o'clock,  when  the  place  is  dofled." 

Tb«'  lowest  dancing-bouses  are  the  Tttitz  wii^acha/lm,  inferior 
fe>  th'-  fwloons,  where  (;igain  quoting) 

'*  The  daaee  is  earned  to  its  wildest  exoess,  to  ear-splitting  miuio  in  a 
pfMf  ilcnf  iai  atmo^pfaen;.  The  poor  are  extravagant ;  dmukeniiete  and  prof- 
\ijtniy  nUmnd.  Hcrvaiitif  of  both  aexes,  soldiers  and  joiuTiejTuen,  workwom- 
en ami  priiKtiCates,  make  up  the  public.  Here,  on  the  must  fHvoiouH  pre- 
ten«i->,  H'liciibinage  »ii<l  inurriage  are  amuiged,  and  from  this  scene  of  folly 
ati'l  ^i^«•  iIm"  fidnily  m  tiiihered  to  tba  world.  The  wet-nurse  is  met  here, 
"  (tie  lvj«'  of  oonntry  wmplicity,"  who,  after  a  night  of  tiinmit  and  uproar 
with  tier  lover,  will  go  in  the  morning  to  nurse  the  child  whose  mother  neg- 
hx'tx  her  jioreTitJi!  diilitm  at  die  dictates  of  fashiou.  Tlie  working  olaases 
hnvi'  ilicir  n'lirf'M'ntntivi-s,  who  divwn  their  sari's  in  drink,  while  boys  and 
(firl-  iiiiiko  up  the  motley  party.  In  the.-*  assemblies  there  is  a  dilferenoe. 
Konir  nrti  attended  by  citiiM'ns  of  the  liumhler  classes,  by  working  men  and 
wiiiiii'ii ;  othom  by  eriminalR  and  their  paramours.  In  these  latter  resorts 
the  i'iii"w«'n  nn'  of  II  \ui\T\'  frij»litt'iil  i-h;ittu-tri'  than  in  tliox' where  a  show  of 
dewnoy  rwtmiii*  tin'  u'iiv^mt  I'xhibitiniis  ;  yoiiili  of  Ixith  sexes  are  among  the 
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well-known  criminala,  who  are  habituated  tj)  sniuking,  drinking,  and  the 
wildest  orgies,  long  before  tlii'ir  fraiin-.s  liiivo  attuiniHl  ;i  jinjjit-r  dmelojiment. 
PhysiognoRiies  which  might  have  .sprung  from  tbe  most  hideous  fancy  of 
poet  or  painter  luay  be  met  with." 

Ill  ail  iiuoijymoujs  piiiiipLlet,  eutitled  "  Prostitutiou  in  Berlin," 
is  another  hideous  picture : 

"In  the  Rdnigstadt  there  is  a  drinking  saloon  where,  besides  the  wife  of 
the  biLSt,  tberi-  are  two  young  girls  who  exceed  all  compeers  in  sbajueless- 
ness  and  depravity.  The  elder  betrays  secondary  syphilis  in  her  voice  ;  the 
younger  has  such  noble  Icaturo-s,  is  of  siucli  beauty,  and  is  altogether  of  such 
prepusaessing  ap[«arauce,  that  the  infamy  of  her  conduct  is  inoredible.  In 
tile  evening  these  girls  and  die  bust  are  gi-nerally  druidi.  At  one  or  two  in 
the  morning  tbe  place  is  a  fierfect  hell,  the  whole  company,  guests,  bost.  and 
girls,  U'iiig  mad  witb  liijuor.  Some  are  duneing  with  the  girls  to  thi>  tinkle 
of  a  guitar,  tbe  player  of  wbicb  actwl  bcr  jiart  in  one  of  tbe  alx)li>iieil  brotb- 
els ;  others  are  roaring  obscene  songs.  If  the  guitar-player  has  bniugbt  her 
daughter,  then  the  tumult  of  the  den  ir  complete.  It  is  never  closed  Ix^fore 
four  o'clock  in  tbe  iiiorning,  wlicn  the  girl>  rctin:'  to  their  dwellings  in  com- 
pany witb  one  or  tbe  otber  of  their  guests." 

In  rtiidiug  thrsc  descriptions,  it  must  \m  remembered  that,  un- 
der the  toleration  sjst«Mii,  the  police  would  nut  jierrnit  prostitutes 
to  visit  piiift'S  of  public  amusement,  nor  would  they  allow  music 
and  duiieiiig  in  the  hrothels. 

Another  part  of  Dr.  Sass's  work  contain.s  a  truly  horrid  [tieture 
of  the  immorality  of  the  city.  We  transcribe  it,  in  eonchision  of 
this  brauch  of  the  subject ; 

iTlIVATK   UrE   TN    BKRUN. 

"...  Let  us  enter  the  liouse.  The  first  lloor  is  inbabited  by  a  fam- 
ily of  distinction  ;  basband  and  wife  have  been  s«!parated  for  years  ;  he  lives 
on  one  side,  she  on  the  other ;  both  go  out  in  public  togctber ;  the  propri- 
eties are  kept  in  view,  but  servants  will  chatter.  On  the  secoud  floor  lives 
an  assessor  with  bis  kept  woman.  When  be  is  out  of  town,  as  the  bouse  is 
well  aware,  a  doctor  pays  her  a  visit.  On  tbe  other  side  the  staircase  livas 
a  carrier,  with  his  wife  and  child.  The  wife  had  not  mentioned  that  this 
child  was  bom  before  marriage  ;  be  found  it  out ;  of  course  they  quarreled, 
and  he  now  takes  his  revenge  in  dninketjncss,  blows,  and  abuse.  We  as- 
cend to  the  third  floor.  On  tlie  right  of  the  stairs  is  a  teacher  who  has 
had  a  child  by  his  wife's  sister;  the  wife  grieves  stjrely  over  the  same. 
With  him  lodges  a  house-painter  who  ran  away  from  his  wife  and  three 
children,  and  now  lives,  with  his  concubine  and  «ine  child,  in  a  wretched 
little  inipboard.     On  the  left  is  a  letter-cairier's  family.     His  jiay  is  fifteen 
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thulers  (twelve  doljars)  a  month,  but  the  people  seem  very  mciiibnabla. 
TLfir  "laughter  lias  a  very  n'nv  t'nmt  nwiu,  wl-II  t'umi.shed,  auil  i«  kept  by  a 
very  weahliy  mea-hant,  a  nianied  man.  Exactly  opjwsite  there  Ls  a  house 
of  awvuiniijdation,  and  close  by.  there  is  a  midwife,  whose  sign-board  an- 
nounce *  All  institute  for  ladies  of  eonditioii,  whei'e  they  can  go  thmugh 
their  wmfinenient  in  retlreuieiit.'  I  can  ajisure  the  reader  that  in  thLs 
nketch  i>f  sexual  and  family  life  in  Berlin  I  have  '  nothing  extenuated,  uor 
set  down  aught  in  nuilice.'  " 

III  estiiiiiitiug  the  ettecla  of  the  suppression  of  brotLels,  it  will 
be  iieoessary  to  take  medical  lestiiiiony.  In  Dr.  Loewe'a  pani- 
piili't,  "  Prostiuition  with  refL-renct.!  to  Berlin,  1852,"  wc  find: 

"  In  vain  the  Charite',  after  the  ordinary  wards  were  full  of  venereal  pa* 
tientiJ,  get  as'ule  other  parts  of  the  building.  The  [latients  were  still  jx)ured 
in  from  the  houses  of  detention,  until,  ut  length,  the  directors  of  the  Chariti' 
refasc'd  farther  admission,  the  eonse<iuent«  of  which  vrim  a  long  and  angry 
corresjxindence  between  them  and  the  jiolice.  The  Miniatcr  of  the  Interior 
interfcrnl,  and  ordered  more  accommodation  for  the  Charit  .  This  waa 
done,  but  the  new  wanLs  were  soon  filled  with  venereal  females;  the  pa- 
tients exceeded  the  accommodations,  and  at  last  it  was  Found  necessary  to 
tjike  the  Cholera  Lazaret  for  syphilitic  cases.  Against  this  arrangement 
the  magistracy  of  Berlin  remonstrated  that  the  present  influx  of  venereal 
patii-iit*  must  be  regarded  as  the  inevitable,  natural  con.se<juence  of  tlie  abo- 
lition of  the  brothels ;  that  this  abolition  hud  not  originated  with  them, 
thei-efore  they  were  not  bound  to  provide  for  it." 

Dr.  Belirend,  tf>  whose  wi)rk  we  liave  already  alluded,  gives 
nnich  statistical  information,  from  original  documents,  showing  the 
rp.«iilt^  of  suppression.     He  says : 

"In  1S39,  out  of  1200  women  brought  to  punishment  for  begging  and 
similar  uffeiises,  there  wen-  about  i  o'  coninam  miregistere<l  ])n\»ititutes. 
In  1H40,  the  |>eriiKl  of  reducing  the  number  of  brothels,  then-  weiv  900 
such  women.  In  1847,  a  year  after  their  suppression,  there  were  1250  niv 
torious  prostitutes.  Those,  in  the  opinion  of  the  jwlice,  coastituted  but  a 
portion  of  those  who  practiced  prostitution,  iMit  yet  bad  an  ap()arent  mean>< 
oi*  living.  Behind  the  K  nigsnmuer  tlie  traffic  is  carTie<i  on  worse  than  for- 
merly, while  the  place  itaelf  is  the  scene  of  dis(^^der  and  irregularity,  which 
asul  not  to  be  under  tlic  fnmier  system.  These  offenses  can  not  he  pun- 
ished, owing  to  the  difficulties  of  techiiii-al  juiKif  which  must  .ilways  exist. 
The  ]>olice  have  done  what  is  possible  by  continuaDy  |)utrolliiig  the  streets, 
and  anvsting  openly  objectionable  characters,  and  even  those  who  are  in- 
formed against  a*  being  discaseil,  but  they  cjin  di>  no  mon^.  The  ptv$lUu- 
tioti  ifhich  was  foiinerly  vonjiued  ictlhin  a  limitttl  itishicl  in  hoic  iprp^ 
»W!»-  tilt  whole  lowii." 
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Bespecting  the  influence  of  tin-  withdi-awal  of  toleration  upon 
the  public  health,  Belirend  coucludes  there  is  a  greater  amount  of 
syphilis.     He  gives  the  following  list  of  cases  in  the  Charit(5; 

.     .     Males, 


Year  1H40 

Females,  757 

"  1841 

743 

«'  184-2 

«    676 

«  1843 

669 

•'  1844 

657 

«  1845 

«    514 

"  1846 

«'    627 

«  1847 

«    761 

»  1848 

«    835 

.  .  "  741 

.  .  "  711 

.  .  "  813 

.  .  "  894 

.  .  "  979 

He  also  investigated  the  average  time  each  patient  was  under 
treatment,  as  tending  to  show  the  malignity  of  the  disease,  and  re- 
ports: 

Tear  1644,  men,  2lf  days;  women,  31)  days;  both  lexea,  36]  days. 

••  184:.,  "  ssl  "     "   42| 34}  •• 

"  1846,  "  30l  "  "  51}  "  "  "  4<H  " 
"  1847,  "  3+J  "  "  43j  "  "  "  88}  " 
"  184«,  "  38|  "     "   584  "    "   "   48i  " 

These  facts  are  corroborated  by  the  registers  of  the  Military 

Lazaret.     From  returns  made  to  the  ptdice  department  by  Herr 

LohmtTcr,  General  Staff  Physician,  it  appears  there  were  in  the 

garris<in 

In  1844  and  1845,  735  tijphilitic  cases.     Of  these, 

633  eases  of  primary  syphilis  reciiiirtHl  17,916  days  of  attendance; 

102    '■     "  secondar)'     "  "  4.947     "  « 

735    "  "  "        22,863     '>  « 

Id  1846,  Hnd  the  first  six  months  of  1847,  there  were  618  caaea : 

501  catica  of  primarj'  syphilis  required  17.788  days  of  attendance ; 

117     "      "  seeondary    "  ''  5,213     "  " 

618     "      "  "  "        23  001     "  " 

Dr.  Behrend  states,  as  the  results  of  conversations  and  commu- 
nications with  many  of  the  medical  profession,  and  of  his  own  ex- 
perience : 

"  1.  That  in  the  last  four  years  there  are  more  cases  of  syphilis. 

"  2.  Thiit.  in  (>iin.'«c<^iience  of  the  increased  facilities  for  ooniniunication, 
the  disease  ha.><  sjirt'ud  to  the  small  towns  and  Villages. 

••  3.  Tliiit  it  ha.s  been  introduced  more  fretjuently  into  private  families. 

"4.  That  the  eharactcT  of  the  disea.xe  is  mon^  obeitinate,  thon^by  oper- 
ating; "ererelv  on  the  ennstitntion  and  on  future  generations. 

"6.  That,  since  the  oliolition  of  thi-  toleration  system,  unnatiual  crimes 
have  been  much  more  frequently  met  wiih." 
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^•Vs  to  the  iiitliicui.r  nn  puhlic  morals,  hu  coiiteniLs  tbat  the  abo- 
lition hajs  produced  the  taunt  injurious  cou8e(|ueuce5),  jjartieularly 
alluding  to  the  desecration  of  niatriiuony.     He  says : 

"  It  ia  common  for  persons  of  vicious  habits  to  arrange  a  marriage,  for 
tlic  juirposc'  of  enabhtig  tliem  to  avoid  the  jx^liw  inti^rfcrwiuf.  Thi."  nmr- 
riage  bond  is  broken  when  convenient,  and  other  iMarriagi.-,s  hit  tnrmed : 
Houietinies  two  couples  will  mutuaJly  exchange,  and  go  through  the  ot-re- 
mony." 

He  also  made  inquiries  as  to  illegitimacy,  and  publishes  si>tue 
viihinuiH)ns  tables  mi  the  subjivt.     Fi'mih  iIr'U)  we  oiudcnst-  a 

CoMPARATtvE  Statement  of  the  LEcrmtATE  and  nj-KorrtMAXE  B!rths  in 
Bebun  from  January   1,  1838,  to  March  31,  184. , 


^  e»r». 

tJirtliK. 

l.«llu  at  UlrgillaMlr 
la  letUtnmte  Mrtk*. 

1  .<'giliuutl4-. 

IlltVltlDUtP. 

root 

1838 

8,587 

Il!l(> 

!l,7e3 

1  in  7-2 

1839 

7,820 

1412 

9,282 

1  in  5-. 

1K40 

a,oi» 

1487 

KhrHW 

1  in6- 

1841 

3,024 

\ryh7 

IU,A81 

1  in  ."«-7 

\M2 

t<),^>69 

1!*28 

12,177 

1  ill  .-■•3 

1843 

10,370 

1  !ig;i 

!2,3;i'J 

1  ill  .■>■■-' 

■  844 

icons 

•_'()(  HI 

I2,!l-i8 

1  ill  :,  i 

1845 

ll,4»t2 

•J  138 

13,540 

1  in  .-.a 

1840 

11,717 

•-'140 

13,857 

1  in  .-.-4 

1(*47 

ll,-J!M 

•-'204 

13,498 

1  in  .•.! 

1848 

i-Mi:i 

■IMta 

I4,4IK 

1  in  5-2 

Sni»i.on84» 

a,  2  78 

(Ml! 

1 . , 

M,i»2l 

1  in.-.l 

Having  rapidly  traced  the  Berliti  cxfu'rieuce  of  the  various 
methods  of  controlling  pnwtitutioii  for  nearly  three  tbiutlw  of  a 
century,  it  only  rvmains  to  ssty  that  the  increased  evils  of  illicit 
prostitution,  and  the  totid  inability  of  the  jn)h\-e  to  counteract  them; 
the  spread  of  the  venereal  disease,  and  its  augmented  vindenct^;  the 
palpable  and  growing  licentiousness  of  the  city;  the  complaints 
of  public  journals;  t!ic  investigations  ofscicntilic  nieu  ;  and  the 
memorials  i>f  the  citizens  generally,  reached  the  royal  ear,  and 
induced  an  ordinance  in  1851,  n-storing  tlie  tolcnitinn  system,  and 
entirely  repealing  the  edict  of  ltt45,  which  had  jtriKluced  such  dis- 
astrous results. 

The  experiment  of  "crushing  ont"  had  Ihm^u  fairly  tried.  The 
king  and  his  ministei-s  lent  all  their  energ}'  and  inclination  to  the 
task,  and,  after  six  years'  attempt,  it  was  admitted  to  be  a  futile 
labor,  and  entirely  abandoned.  Berlin  will  have  to  suflFer  for  years 
from  the  consequences  of  tliis  misdiR-ctcd  step,  for  it  Ls  an  easy 
matter  to  abandon  all  control,  but  an  exceedingly  ditticult  one  to 
resrstin  it.  Now  that  the  police  are  reinvested  with  their  former 
authority,  they  strive,  liy  every  pissible  means,  to  R-pair  tlie  vv\]b 
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of  the  interregnum.     Their  most  recent  regulations  are  eialjoU- 
ied  in  the  following 

DIBECTIONS   FOB   KBEPEHst    PEKMITTEU    TO    BECEIVE   rEMjU.E8  ABAJiDONEO 
TO   PB08TITDTI0N    DtTO  THKIK   HODSES. 


"  1.  The  (lutirs  liereby  im|H)sei)  upnii  the  keujwr  are  not  to  be  taken  to 
relitve  liini  from  the  iinJiniirj  notices  lo  the  police  respecting  persons 
taken  into  his  liouse  or  L-iiiploymeut. 

"'i.  The  keeper  must  live  on  the  ground  floor  of  his  house,  near  the 
outer  door,  in  order  to  watch  all  entrance  inti>  his  house,  and  to  be  reaily 
to  interfere  in  case  of  tumult  or  uproar  therein. 

"3.  The  keeper  has  the  right  to  refuse  any  pvrson  admittance  into  the 
house.  For  preservation  of  order  and  quiet  in,  and  in  front  of  his  house, 
the  keeper  will  have  the  requisite  assistance  from  tlie  police. 

"4.  Dancing  and  music  in  the  house  are  strictly  forbidden  ;  billiards, 
cards,  and  other  games  arc  also  forbidden,  whereof  the  keeper  is  to  be 
particularly  watchful. 

"  5.  In  order  to  nriiid  quarrels  with  the  visitors,  the  keeper  must  affis, 
in  each  of  his  rooms,  a  list  of  prices  of  refreshment,  to  be  previously  sub- 
tnitted  to  the  undersigned  commission  for  approval. 

"  6.  The  Biireement  which  the  keeper  enters  into  with  the  females  living 
in  his  house  must  be  also  communicated  to  the  undersigned  commission. 
In  Case  of  di8|>ute  as  to  this  agreement  between  the  keepers  and  the  females, 
both  are  to  address  themselves  to  this  commission. 

"7.  Each  of  the  females  receives  a  printed  list  of  directions,  which  she 
is  strictly  to  follow.  It  Is  the  duty  of  the  keeper  to  uuikc  hiiuself  well 
acquainted  with  tliese  directions,  and  to  see  that  they  !«,'  followed. 

•'8.  It  is  for  his  own  interest  that  the  keeper  should  keep  his  house  in 
order  and  quiet,  and  should  also  give  attention  to  the  cleanliness  and 
health  of  the  female  inmates.  Each  of  these  is  ordered  to  obey  him  in 
everything  relating  thereto,  and  should  any  of  them  Ix-  contumacious,  the 
keeper  is  to  appeal  tn  the  police  commissary,  or  to  the  undersigned  com- 
mission, but  he  cannot  himself  chastise  or  use  fiu'ce  with  any  female. 

••  It.  If  the  keeper  know  or  suspect  any  female  to  be  .sick  with  venereal 
disen.se  or  itch,  he  must  give  notice  to  the  visiting  medical  officer,  or  to 
the  under.oigned,  and  the  person  is  to  be  kept  apart  until  she  has  been 
examined.  In  default  of  this  notice,  or  even  of  the  privacy  required,  the 
kee[)er  is  liaiile  to  the  siuiie  punishment  as  the  law  inflicts  for  beinrr  know- 
ingly accessory  to  illness  of  other  people. 

••10.  If  the  keeper  knows  or  suspects  that  any  "f  the  females  are  preg- 
nant, be  must  give  notice  thereof  to  the  visiting  medical  officer.  Neglect 
of  this  involves  the  punishment  of  concfiling  pregnancy. 

'  11.   Every  person  is  to  be  visiteil    thrice  a  week  by  a  medical  officer, 
ppointed  days  and  hours  ;  and,  besides,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
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ciiiiiiiii!>.si(jii,  at  hours  not  appointed.  The*e  visits  the  keeper  is  to  facilitate 
ill  i-vury  way. 

"  12.  Fur  these  visits,  indigpeiisably  requisite  for  tlie  health  of  tlie  female 
iiiiiiiites,  the  keeper  is  to  provide  fifforebaud, 

"  (a.)  Au  examination  chair,  of  an  approved  pattern. 

"  (6.)  Two  or  three  specula. 

"  (c.)  Several  pounds  nf  chloride  of  lime. 

"  (d.)  For  every  female,  Ix'sides  necessary  linen,  her  own  washing  appa- 
ratus, her  own  syringe,  and  two  or  three  .«pon^. 

"  13.  The  kecjuT  is  strictly  charged  that  he  caus-  the  wouk-ii  t<>  observe 
decency  and  propriety  whenever  it  is  allowed  them  to  walk  abroad  in  the 
streets,  or  to  take  exercise  in  the  open  air  for  the  sake  of  their  health.  If 
any  of  these  [jersons  require  to  take  any  such  neoessary  walk,  the  keeper 
can  not  refuse  her.  but  must  provide  a  suitable  male  companion,  who  is  to 
take  chttrg«^  of  her.  She  is  to  be  respectably  and  decently  clad,  is  not  to 
stand  still  on  the  streets,  nor  to  remain  out  longer  than  is  requi.site  for  com- 
pleting her  business  or  for  proper  exercise. 

"  14.  In  ca.se  any  woman  niaaifestjt  a  fixed  desire  to  give  up  her  profligate 
mode  of  life,  the  keeper  shall  make  no  attempt  to  turn  her  from  it,  and  can 
not,  even  on  account  of  sureties  he  may  be  under,  hinder  her  from  carrying 
out  her  determination.  Moreover,  the  keeper  must  present  tlie  woman  with 
apparel  suitable  to  a  woman  of  the  serving  class,  in  case  sh»  .should  be  desti- 
tute of  the  same." 

l.'i.   I'luvidfs  for  change  of  keepers. 

"  16.  The  keeper  ia  expected  to  give  all  assistance  to  the  commis.sion  in 
their  efforts  to  lead  such  persons  back  to  an  honest  livelihood  ;  especially  so 
in  their  endeavors  to  suppress  illicit  prostitution,  and  to  detect  the  souroes 
of  venereal  infection." 


CHAPTER  XVIIL 


LEIPZIG. 

Popnlation. — R^pstered  and  illicit  Pn)«titutes. — ,S<>rvRiit8. — Kept-women. — Broth- 
rls. — Naiit>ii»liiy  of  Profltitiitps. — HiihiiB. — Fairs. — ViniioDi. — EHrninp.  ol"  Pro«- 
titutes. 

But  very  few  remarks  are  necessary  concerning  prostitution  in 
Leipzig,  where  no  striking  peculiarity  marks  the  eonunon  women 
as  a  class,  and  the  legislation  is  based  on  the  ordinary  Grerman 
principle  of  toleration. 

If  we  re<'kon  iu  garrison  us  a  part  nf  the  popuJatidii  of  the 
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town,  the  number  of  inhabiumts  will  amount  to  about  one  buud- 
recl  thousand,  nearly  one  ihinl  of  wlioni  are  soldiers  or  transient 
residents.  It  is  subject  to  many  fluutuations  at  various  times,  but 
the  general  average  may  be  ussumed  at  the  immber  stated.  Of 
the  permanent  residents  there  are  about  six  hundred  well  known 
and  )>rofe.ssed  male  rogues  and  blacklegs ;  these  are  under  the  con- 
stant and  vigilant  /turrtillauct  of  the  police.  They  unquestionably 
exert  a  eon.<iderable  influence  on  the  female  morality  of  the  place, 
not  only  fmni  their  own  amouia,  fur  which  men  of  tliis  character 
are  notorious  wherever  located,  but  by  the  agency  they  frequently 
assume  to  arrange  the  "pleasures"  ol' their  victims  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

It  need,  therefore,  occasion  no  surprise  to  ascertain  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  about  three  huudixid  registered  prostitutes  who  are  subject 
to  medical  and  jiolice  .suf>er vision,  there  are  about  twe've  hundred 
women  who  uutoriously  frequent  the  city,  from  the  ncighlxiring 
towns  and  villages,  for  purjKJses  of  prostitution,  whenever  a  large 
influx  of  visitors  makes  it  probable  that  Leipzig  will  be  a  lucra- 
tive market  for  them.  These  are  not  directly  under  any  police 
control.  To  this  number  of  fifteen  hundred  avowed  and  known 
pi-ostilutes,  who  are  to  be  found  in  tlie  city  during  busy  seasons  of 
the  year,  must  be  added  the  class  of  irregular  or  jmvate  courte- 
sans, mostly  com|HJsed  of  domestics.  It  is  estimated  there  are  three 
thousand  .servant-girls  in  the  city,  and  the  habits  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  them  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  ol'  including  them 
in  this  enumeration;  indeed,  those  who  have  had  the  best  oppor- 
tunities for  observation  ilo  not  lu^sitate  to  a.ssert  that  at  least  one 
thinl  arc  vicious.  A.ssumiug  this  to  K  nn  accurate  cjdcuiation,  we 
have  25<.K)  prostitutes,  or  one  in  every  forty  of  the  gross  popula- 
tion, exclusive  of  kept  mistresses,  or  those  frail  women  in  the  more 
aristocratic  circles  of  .society  who  should  pn>jK!rly  })e  ckwsetl  with 
them.  In  this  resj>ect  we  have  no  rei^sou  to  conclude  that  Leipzig 
is  either  better  or  worse  than  other  large  cities  of  the  present  day. 

There  are  about  sixty-six  common  brothels  in  Leipzig,  the  ma- 
jority of  which  are  registered  and  closely  watched  by  the  police. 
They  ai-e  situated  in  the  lowest  and  least  frequented  parts  of  the 
city,  and  many  of  them  present,  in  excess,  some  of  the  worst  feat- 
ures of  such  places.  To  escape  their  annoyances  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  retain  that  outward  show  of  respectability  most  accept- 
able V)  their  visitors,  many  of  the  prostitutes  have  private  lodgings 
in  various  parti;  of  the  town,  resorting  to  every  conceivable  dia- 
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guise  to  conceal  or  iiiudily  thi'ir  rful  cliiinicUT.  Vriy  many  of 
ibem  are  said  to  Ix-  iiiiirried  woiiieii,  whose  husbands  not  merely 
connive  at,  but  ti-ei^UfUtly  com|)t;l  this  loathsome  trade  fov  the  sake 
of  its  emoluments. 

The  proprietors  of  the  tolerated  brothels  "assume  a  virtue  if 
they  have  it.  not,"  and  seek  to  disguise  their  houses  under  the 
names  of  c<ift'ci*-h(iuscs  or  n.-stauruiits ;  a  coui'se  recognized  by  the 
authorities,  who  do  U(jt  insist  upon  etdling  sueh  plaees  by  the  ver- 
nacular designation,  as  is  done  in  Hambuig  oi-  Beilin. 

The  women  inhabiting  these  hoiisi's  are  ])rineipHlly  natives  of 
Alteiiburg,  Berlin,  Dresden,  Lir  Brunswick;  those  from  tlie  latter 
district  are  noted  by  travelera  for  their  i)ersomil  beauty.  Very 
few  Polish  wiinien  aif  found  here.  The  requisite  supply  of  women 
is  kept  up  through  the  Jigeney  of  pnx-uresses,  as  in  Hamburg,  who 
are  remunerated  by  the  brothel-keepers  in  proportion  to  the  dis- 
tiinec  they  have  traveled  to  secure  recruits,  or  acconling  to  the 
attracliiins  uf  the  girl,  ur  lier  probable  success  in  the  establishment. 

In  regard  to  dress,  manners,  conduct,  and  the  other  incidents  of 
their  ealliiig,  there  is  little  distinction  between  the  prostitutes  of 
Lt'ipzig  ami  those  of  other  European  cities.  A  late  anonymous 
writer  gives  tliem  credit  as  a  class  for  a  studious,  ht4»rary  habit, 
iuid  naiiies  a  soi]ievvhatint<?lligent  selection  of  light  works  :us  those 
they  prefer  to  n-ud,  sucii  as  the  writings  of  Fredrika  Bremer.  Bul- 
wer,  Walter  Sc«tt,  Caroline  Pichler,  Schiller,  and  others.  If  this 
statement  be  correct,  it  may  be  accounted  for  bv  the  great  local 
deinanil  lor  liti-rature,  books  und  fiirs  Ix'ing  universally  known  as 
the  great  staples  of  Leijizig,  and  the  fact  can  scarcely  be  assumed  as 
indicative  of  any  esjieeial  inclination  for  MIes-ktl  res.  Prostitution 
and  studious  ltal>its  or  rellective  minds  are  very  seldom  associated. 
The  majority  of  the  brothel -keepers  are  stated  to  >>e  anti-literary 
in  their  tastes.  They  keep  the  W(mjou  jilentifully  sujiplied  with 
cards  and  doniinoe.s,  which  they  use  more  for  the  ]vur|>ose  of  pre- 
dicting gootl  fortunes  to  their  visitors  and  themselves  than  for 
gambling.  We  have  never  heard  that  any  of  their  hberal  prog- 
nostications h.Hve  Ix^en  verified.  Apparently  thi'  same  u.sjiges  and 
habits  of  life  prevail  among  the  common  women  of  Leipzig  as 
among  those  of  Pari.s,  Hamburg,  Berlin,  London,  (ir  elsewhere. 
Indolent  from  the  nature  of  their  jxwition,  envious  fii)m  their  re- 
lationship to  their  compeers,  their  life  would  seem  to  pass  in  a 
routine  of  doing  nothing  with  con.siderabl(^  zest,  or  of  qmi 
among  each  other  with  noteworthy  auiinalion. 
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No  m«terial  variation  fmm  the  ordinary  routine  of  sickness 
caused  by  jirostinitinn  lia.<  lici-n  discovered  in  Leipzig.  Syphilis 
has  its  iivenigf  uuiiiWr  nf  victims,  the  intensity  of  the  malady 
being  diminished  or  iiggruvated  as  a  less  or  greater-  number  of 
strangers  mny  liajipen  to  l)e  in  the  city. 

The  nirdieal  aut!  police  surveillance  of  prostitutes  in  European 
countries  being  modeled  almost  literally  from  one  system,  as  is 
alsci  the  .«trictness  with  which  it  is  tiuw  enforced,  it  i.<  mineeessary 
to  sity  any  thing  of  it.s  workings  in  Leipzig  liiilhcr  than  the  fact 
that  the  variable  and  Hoaiing  nature  of  the  ]X)j»ulafion,  at  times, 
makes  its  application  a  difficult  tasTc.  A  descri]>tiiin  of  it  would 
be  oidy  a  repetition  (jf  what  ha^*  already  been  .said  of  Paris,  Ham- 
burg, or  Berlin. 

The  great  i'nu-s  draw  a  large  concourse  of  strangei-s  from  all 
parts  of  the  wurld  to  Leijizig,  and  its  geogra]>hii-iil  pi).<ition  beyond 
the  centre  of  Europe  brings  it  so  close  to  the  frontiers  of  Turkey, 
Pohuid,  the  I)aHnl)ian  provinces,  and  Russia,  that  the  scene  at  these 
meetinjis  is  perhaps  more  nuttley  and  ruvinns  in  I'uce,  costume,  and 
characteristics  than  in  any  other  city  ii!  tin'  world.  Among  so 
hetentgeneou.s  a  nin.ss  there  exist  many  standards  of  imiialitv.  The 
8emi-b;irbarous  habits  of  some  of  the  visitoix  entail  ;>  hirge  share  nf 
sorrows  on  the  pnistitutes ;  more,  in  fact,  thiui  are  generally  ex- 
perienced l>v  any  but  tlie  very  lowest  grade  oi'  wonu-n  in  other 
plaee.s.  When  in  the  tolerated  huu.ses,  these  rude  honlcs  abandon 
themselves  to  the  grossest  licentiousness,  use  ex]>ressions  compared 
with  which  the  ordinarv'  conversation  of  brothels  is  cha.stc  and  re- 
fined, and  seek  to  c.vtinguish  every  vestige  of  .shame  or  womanly 
feeling  in  their  companions.  If  a  woman  ventures  to  n-monstrate 
at  such  extravagant  lewdness,  the  reply  i.s,  "  Well,  now.  be  silent. 
I  have  paid  yon,  and  you  are  mine  as  long  its  1  liave  yim."  It 
may  therefore  be  ei\sily  credited  that  during  such  {H'rio<is  no  shadow 
of  decency  can  be  dmnd  in  tlie  common  houses.  Any  which  ex- 
ists (and  truth  compels  the  admission  that  it  is  very  nire  during 
the  CF>wde<1  s<'a.son)  can  only  be  traced  among  tliose  women  who 
have  private  lodgings. 

The  only  compensation  for  such  depra%'ity  is  found  in  the  large 
sums  obtained  by  the  women  from  their  lovers,  in  scmuc  cases 
amounting  to  forty  thalers  (about  thirty  dollars)  per  week.  Of 
this,  one  half  always  goes  to  the  brothel-keeper  as  Ids  share,  and, 
calculating  his  expenses  to  be  five  thalers  per  week  for  the  l)oard 
and  lodging  of  each  woman,  it  will  be  seen  that  his  profits  are  not 
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mconsidL'rabli".  TLi-  sum  rctiiiiieil  by  the  womon  is  spent  for  ar- 
licles  of  dress,  pleasure,  etc.  Tbis  eulculation  is  for  a  time  when 
the  town  is  in  the  Ml  tide  of  couimercia!  prosperity  ;  but  if  we  aa- 
sume  the  average  receipts  at  ordinary  times  tu  be  one  half  ouly, 
we  shall  be  able  to  form  a  tolerably  good  idea  of  the  tiuaueial  re- 
sult of  prostitution  in  Leipzig. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

DENMARK. 

Prosticmion  in  Copenhaften.  —  I'olice  Reculntimis.  —  lUcpitimiiry.  —  BrotbeU. — 
8y]ihilLs. — Laws  of  Marriage  and  Divorce. — Infumiiidc. — Adultery. — New  Mar- 
riape  Ordinances. 

Prostitutes  are  very  numerous  in  Copenhagen.  This  might 
be  exjH'etcd  from  the  mixed  character  of  the  city,  at  oiiec  a  capi- 
tal, military  sUition,  and  M-a-port.  It  ha.s  been  remarked  by  a 
traveler  of  great  experience'  that  it  is  very  rare  to  see  a  drunken 
man  or  a  street-wnlkcr  in  Copenhagen;  all  seem  to  have  a  home 
or  a  pliice  to  go  to,  and  tbii  general  character  of  the  Dunes  is  that 
of  an  orderly,  educated,  well-conductod  people. 

Some  of  the  prostitutes  of  Copenhagen  live  in  a  kind  of  hotel, 
where  they  bold  publie  entertain rneiils;  others  live  in  brothels; 
and  others  still  have  private  lodgings.  There  is  nothing  it-mark- 
able  enough  about  thern  to  call  for  any  partieular  di'scription. 
They  are  under  police  regulation  to  .some  extent,  and  iveeive  a 
sort  of  half  permission,  which  is  not  withdrawn  during  go<xl  con- 
duct. A  regulation  is  extant  which  profe.sst-s  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  children  they  are  allowed  to  bear,  without  becoming  atuen- 
able  To  the  law  as  criminals.  It  requires  that  the  mother  of  more 
ibati  twi)  illegitimate  children  be  fined  and  imprisoned.  As  may 
be  readily  imagined,  the  law  i.s  very  rarely  enfoR'ed,  it.s  impolicy, 
if  rigorously  applied,  being  self-evident,  since  it  would  operate  as 
a  direct  premium  for  alwrtion. 

"  Formal  concessions  are  not  granted  either  to  public  prosti- 
tutes or  those  with  whom  they  lodge ;  neither  are  there  in  Den- 
mark brothels,  in  the  ordiiniry  sense  of  the  term,  as  they  are  found 
in  otlier  eountries."^    So  writes  a  Danish  official.     His  di.<tiuctioa 

'  Laing'*  Denmark  in  18fit. 

'  Bracstrup,  Director  of  Poliw  at  Copenhagen,  on  Prostitution  and  piihlir  Health. 
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18  too  nice  to  be  appreciated.  Tlie  Copenlnigeu  police  know  of 
the  existence  of -«ncli  wotiieii.  nud  jmt  them  under  strict  regula- 
tions, not  altogetlier  pmhtliitorv.  Tliey  (.•onirdl  jiiui  interfere  with 
prostitutes ;  they  do  not  tolerate  them — that  is  to  say,  they  do  not 
issue  a  regular  license  to  them  or  to  the  brothel-keepers.  Conse- 
quently, there  are  no  recognized  brothels.  The  house  in  which 
courtesans  live  is  a  private  dwelling,  so  far  as  the  police  are  con- 
cerned, and  is  only  interfered  with  when  it  becomes  disoRlerly, 
the  keeper  not  being  accountable  for  the  woraen  or  their  conduct. 
Nevertheless,  the  police  regulations  prescribe  the  number  of 
women  n-cognized  as  prostitutes  who  may  live  in  any  house, 
and  from  their  official  reports,  it  seems  that  there  were  in  Copen- 
hagen in 

1850 201  proetitntes. 

1852 198        " 

In  the  latter  year  there  were  sixty-eight  persons  who  were  author- 
ized to  knlge  from  one  to  four  women  each,  the  total  of  the  wom- 
en p«?nnitted  to  live  in  these  hou.scs  being  139,  and  the  remaining 
59  being  allowed  to  reside  in  private  npartmentn.  "  Care  is  Uiken 
thi  t  they  are  all  treated  in  the  genenil  ho.spital,  and  that  llu'y 
shall  not  be  treated  elsewhere,  unless  they  give  a  sufficient  guar- 
antee not  to  propagate  disease,  or  their  jK'rsonal  position  requires 
certain  consideration,  a  thing  which  can  seldom  apply  to  the  gen- 
erality of  prostitutes."  The  meaning  of  this  regulation  is  not 
very  clear,  nor  is  "certain  consideration"  an  intelligible  phrase; 
it  may  imply  pregmuicy,  or  it  may  mean  iufbiential  friend?:.  The 
medical  officer  visits  all  crises  whieh  the  po!i(,*e  refer  to  him,  and 
makes  the  necessary  examinations,  receiving  his  fees  from  the 
police. 

The  rules  for  detection  and  suppression  of  .syphilis  in  Copen- 
hagen are  very  stringent.  All  persons  imder  arrest  are  required 
to  declare  if  they  are  then,  <ir  have  Imh-u  liit(>ly  di.seased,  and  are 
liable  to  punishment  if  they  eoueeul  or  misstate  the  facts.  A  visit 
of  inspection  is  maile  when  a  ship  is  alxjut  to  go  to  sea.  All  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  soldiers  are  examined  on  en- 
tering and  leaving  the  service,  and  also  regularly  every  month 
during  their  stay  in  it. 

To  check  tlie  propagation  of  venereal  disease,  every  soldier  who 
is  attacked  is  obliged  t<j  state  the  source  of  his  infection,  where- 
upon information  of  the  individual  is  given  to  the  police.  Those 
who  do  not  give  early  intimatioti  of  their  disease  are  liable  to 
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bivad  atid  water  diet  for  a  certain  time  after  their  cure.  In  1797, 
all  the  iiiliiibitaiits  of  several  districts  were  obliged  tu  submit  to 
an  exuitiinatioii,  orden'd  by  the  ebaneellor,  on  account  of  tin-  fre- 
quency of  syphililic  cases  therein. 

The  following  table,  taken  frotii  Berhaud's  miuuti'  on  Coijen- 
hagen,  shows  the  working  of  the  system  there  for  seven  years. 
The  most  R>markablc  feature  is  the  large  nund)er  who  married  or 
went  to  serviei",  which  woiiM  seem  to  indicate  a  more  charitable 
feeling  «tti  the  part  of  the  Danes  than  is  usually'  evinced  toward 
these  unfortunates : 
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By  a  code  of  1734,  promises  of  marriage  might  be  either  verbal 
in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  or  written  and  certified  by  two  wit- 
nesses. Widows  acting  against  the  consent  of  their  guardians, 
and  women  ol'  had  repute,  were  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  this 
cofle.  A  servant  prtiniiiiit  by  her  master,  lu-r  master's  son,  or 
any  one  domiciled  in  her  ma.ster's  hou.s*',  could  not  plead  a  prom- 
ise of  marriage.  Corroborative  testimony  was  sometimes  required 
in  affiliation  cases,  where  the  putative  father  denied  his  liability 
on  oath. 

Bivoi-ce  was  allowed  on  simple  abandonment  for  seven  years; 
desertion  for  thn-e  vears;  in  case  of  8ent4^ncc  of  jK'r|H'tual  im- 
prisonment; of  ante-nuptial  impotence;  of  antc-iiuptiid  venereal 
disease;  of  insanity;  and  of  adultery.  Divorce  by  imitiial  con- 
sent might  also  take  place,  but  three  years'  se|>ariitioii  fa>m  bed 
and  l)oard  was  requisite  as  a  preliminary.  Tin-  king  had  a  pre- 
rogative of  divorce,  without  cause  shown. 

Illegfitimate  children  were  to  be  supported  by  their  father  until 
two  years  old,  according  to  his  rank  in  lifi-.  They  could  not  in- 
herit the  paternal  proj>erty,  but  might  take  the  mother's  They 
could  be  legitimatized  by  .subsequent  marriage  or  adoption. 
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KISSIA. 

Ancient  Manners. — Peter  the  Great. — Eiidoxiu. — Empress  Catharine,  her  disso- 
Inte  Conduct  and  Death. — Peter's  Libeninl'<ni. — Anne. — Elizabeth. — Catharine 
II.,  infaniDiLi  Career  and  Death. — Paul. — Alexander  I. — Coiiuie&t  NBri>hkia. — 
Nicholas. — Court  Morality. — Serfajje. — Prostitution  in  St.  Pctershur);. — Exiess 
of  Mult-  over  Females. — Marriaj^e  Customs. — Brides'  Fair. — Conjugal  Kolutions 
amont;  the  Russian  Nobility. — Foundling  Hospital  of  St.  Petersbnrn.^IUcgiti- 


The  brutality,  drunkenness,  and  tlebauchcry  which  accompanj 
senii-barharism,  and  of  which  the  f)ld  Rufwiun  manners  had  more 
than  a  due  proportion,  continued  to  be  characteristic  of  the  people 
of  that  fountry  until  a  very  recent  period ;  while  their  amiaVjility, 
their  plastic  disposition,  their  highly  imitative  faculty  in  the  arts, 
and  their  capabilities  of  improvement,  are  noted  by  many  writers. 
Just  emerged  from  savage  lii'e  as  a  nation,  they  have  been  mould- 
ed and  welded  iis  one  mass  V)y  the  steady  and  undeviating  policy 
of  their  sovereigns,  among  whom  we  have  examples  of  vast  men- 
tal powers  and  towering  ambition,  combined  with  th<'  lowrat  de- 
pravity and  the  most  shameless  profligacy,  exeinplilying  in  the 
same  individual  the  extremes  of  human  nature. 

Previous  to  Peter  the  Great,  Russia  was  comparatively  un- 
known, and  in  the  Elizabethan  age  of  England  the  Czar  of  Mus- 
covy was  considered  only  as  a  barbarian,  whose  subjects  were  far 
iuf 'rior  in  civilization  to  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea.  Indeed,  it 
was  not  till  the  eighteentli  century  that  the  Russians  were  admitted 
within  the  pale  of  Eurojjean  politics,  or  their  power  reckoned  as 
an  element  in  the  calculations  of  statesmen. 

The  im^  important,  we  might  almost  say  the  only  lawgiver 
previous  to  Peter  the  Great,  was  Ivan  HI.,  who  reigned  in  the 
early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Among  the  laws  of  that  pe- 
riod, which  wei-e  all  sanguinary,  was  one  fixing  the  value  of  a  fe- 
male life,  in  case  of  death  by  misadventure,  at  half  the  Ufe  of  a 
Slavery  wju«  the  institution  of  the  state,  each  child  being 
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the  ab.solute  property  of  it^  pai-ent.  The  women  were  more  en- 
slaved than  among  the  Asiatics,  no  law  protecting  them  against 
their  husband's  violence.     A  wife  wliu  killed  her  husband  was  to 
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rest  of  mankind  in  innate  virtue.  Hardness  of  heart  and  selfish- 
ness of  disposition  will  be  found  as  rife  in  Switzerland  as  else- 
where; it  is  the  manifestation  only  that  differs. 

Authors  arc  so  universally  deficient  of  remark  on  the  subjeet 
of  prostitution,  or  even  of  immorality  in  Switzerland,  that,  if  we 
may  judge  from  their  silence,  nothing  of  the  kind  exists  there. 
"The  Swiss  population  is  generally  mora!  and  well-lwliaved.  A 
drunkard  is  seldom  seen,  and  illegitimate  children  are  rare,"  says 
Bowring.' 

In  Neufchatel,  which,  except  jwliticiilly,  can  hardly  be  consid- 
ered part  of  Switzerland,  a  custom  exists  strongly  similar  to  one 
in  Norway,  and  a  general  usage  among  Lutherans,  namely,  that 
of  associating  before  marriage.  This,  as  Washington  Irving  says 
of  the  "delightful  pnictice  of  bundlmg,"  is  s<jmeliaies  productive 
of  unfoiiuuate  results.  A  lady  writer  says  that  public  opinion 
upholds  the  resjx«ctability  of  the  fi^males  if  they  are  murrie<!  time 
enough  to  legitimatize  their  offspriug.  Instances  have  occurred 
of  two  couples  quarreling,  and  a  mutual  interchange  of  lovers  and 
sweethearts  taking  place,  the  nominal  fathers  adopting  the  early- 
bom  children.- 

The  frugal  thrift  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  Swiss  population,  their 
distribution  ovi-r  the  country  in  small  ninnbers,  the  alwt-nce  of 
large  masses  of  human  beings  pent  up  in  tiie  reeking  atmosphere 
of  cities,  their  constant  and  intimate  sissoeiation  with  their  pastors, 
and  the  hope  which  every  individual  cherishes  i>f  purcha.sing  with 
his  savings  a  .small  patch  of  his  beloved  native  soil  as  a  patrimony, 
seem  to  discourage  prostitution  as  a  trade.  The  influence  of  cli- 
mate, also,  must  not  be  forgotten  :  and  Mr.  Chambers,  in  account- 
ing for  the  general  grH)d  conduct  of  the  Swiss  peasantry,  lays  much 
stress  on  their  temperate  habits,  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor 
among  them  being  very  rare  indeed. 

Rejion  oil  SwiutTlnnd  to  ifu-  British  Purlioment,  1836,  by  Dr.  (now  Sir  Jolm) 
Bowriud.     He  woi  »em  on  a  Cominfriitu)  tour  of  itiqiiirj  into  tlio  condition  of  the 
working  clamei,  in  reference  to  tlic  Eii^'lisli  I'oor-laws. 
'  Mni.  Strutt'a  SwiuerlanJ,  ii.  231. 
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II.,  infHuiiiU!>  Carper  nnd  Death. — Paul. — Aie.xunder  I. — Countess  NiirUhkin. — 
Nieholii.*. — Conrt  Morality. — Serfajre. — Prostitution  in  !St.  Petersburi;. — Excels 
of  Males  over  Females. — MarriaRe  Cuetoios. — Brides'  Fair. — Conjucal  Krlations 
among  the  Riusian  Nobility. — Foundling  Hospital  of  St.  Petersbur)-. — Illegiti- 
macy. 

The  brutality,  drunkenness,  and  debauchery  which  accompany 
senii-bMrViaiTsm,  and  of  which  the  old  Russian  manuei's  hud  more 
thjuj  a  due  proportion,  continued  to  be  characteristic  of  the  people 
of  that  countr)^  until  a  very  recent  periixl ;  while  their  amiability, 
their  plastic  disposition,  their  highly  iniitative  faculty  in  the  arts, 
and  their  capabilities  of  improvement,  are  noted  by  many  writers. 
Just  emerged  from  savage  life  as  a  nation,  they  have  been  mould- 
ed and  weld(;d  as  one  mass  by  the  steady  and  undeviating  policy 
of  their  sovereigns,  among  whom  we  have  examples  of  vast  men- 
tal powers  and  towering  ambition,  cx)mbined  with  the  lowest  de- 
pravity and  the  most  shtuneless  profligacy,  exemj)hfy'ing  in  the 
same  individual  the  extremt^s  of  human  nature. 

Previous  to  Peter  the  Givat,  Russia  was  comparatively  un- 
known, and  in  the  Elizabethan  age  of  Enghuid  the  Czar  of  Mus- 
covy was  considered  only  as  a  barbarian,  whose  subjects  were  far 
inferior  in  civilization  to  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea.  Indeed,  it 
was  not  tUl  the  eighteenth  century  that  the  Russians  were  admitted 
within  the  pale  of  European  politics,  or  their  power  n^ckoned  as 
an  element  in  the  calculations  of  statesmen. 

The  most  important,  we  might  almost  say  the  only  lawgiver 
previous  to  Peter  the  Great,  was  Ivan  III.,  who  reigned  in  the 
early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Among  the  laws  of  that  pe- 
riod, which  were  all  sanguinary,  was  one  fixing  the  value  of  a  fe- 
male life,  in  case  of  death  by  misadventure,  at  half  the  life  of  a 
man.  Slavery  was  the  institution  of  the  state,  each  child  being 
the  absolute  [iro[>ert}"  of  its  parent.  The  women  were  more  en- 
slaved than  among  the  Asiatics,  no  law  protecting  them  against 
their  husband's  violence.     A  wife  wlio  killed  her  husband  was  to 
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be  buried  alive  up  to  tin-  iifck,  and  ;i  jrnitnl  wjls  aet.  arounil  her  to 
see  that  no  one  suj>|ilied  her  with  fiKMi  or  tlie  ineaiis  ol  euiUiig 
her  sufferings.'  Fenmles  lived  in  the  strieiret  seclusion,  and  had 
no  weight  nor  uuthority  in  the  household.  Their  duties  wert^  to 
spill,  to  sew,  and  to  du  ineuial  work. 

Peter  I.  came  to  the  thixjue,  as  most  Russian  sovereigns  have 
done,  either  through  intrigue  <>r  u.-<iirp!itiiin.  Both  iH'lbre  and 
after  Peter,  the  will  and  eapriee  of  the  ruling  p<jwer  was  para- 
mount. He  might  appoint  his  suecessor,  either  during  life  or  by 
will,  and  such  appointment  wa.-*  often  set  a.side  bv  a  more  jtower- 
ful  competitor.  In  Peter's  public  life,  in  his  aspirations  for  the 
general  welfare,  in  his  self-devotion,  in  his  c*)ueeptions  of  all  that 
was  wanting  to  his  cnuntrv''s  elevation  and  greatness,  and  in  his 
iron  will  and  supernatural  energy,  he  wsis  a  hero ;  in  his  j)rivate 
life,  in  his  passions,  his  tastes  and  habits,  he  was  on  a  level  with 
the  lowest  of  mankind. 

Our  object  is  the  delineation  of  national  characteristics,  and  in- 
dividual propensities  or  delinquencies  are  uiiim|.xjrl-nit  except  ao 
far  iis  they  illustrate,  national  character.  It  hius  Uieii  well  ob- 
served that  a  people's  virtue  or  vice  does  not  eoitsist  in  the  arilh- 
inetical  increase  or  decreas*-  of  immoral  actions,  but  iu  the  prevail- 
ing sentiment  of  an  age  or  people,  which  eimdemns  or  approves 
them.  It  is  in  this  resj>ect  tiuit  the  cundiict  of  nioiuin  lis  and 
courtiers  becomes  of  importance  in  the  estimate  of  national  man- 
ners, especially  in  a  de.spoti.>siu.  The  Czar  of  Rus.sin  is  at  once  the 
religious  and  political  leader  of  his  people,  and  his  jx-i'sonal  eon- 
duct  becomes  the  standard  of  their  morsd  relations,  offering  en- 
couragement and  .support  to  the  good,  or  sanction  and  justitiea- 
tion  to  the  depraved. 

Peter's  first  wife,  Eudoxia,  was  a  woman  of  virtue  and  merit. 
Neither  her  youth  nor  beauty  secured  the  affections  of  her  hus- 
band. She  did  not  escape  the  voice  of  slander.  tUelioft".  lier  al- 
leged lover,  was  impaled  by  Peter,  who  went  to  see  him  writhing 
in  his  death  agonies,  when  the  wretched  man  avenged  him.self  iu 
the  only  way  left  him :  he  sjiat  in  the  Czsir's  face.  Eudoxia  was 
subsequently  sent  to  a  nunnery  at  Moscow  by  Peter's  orders,  and 
at  last  took  the  veil  under  the  name  of  Helena. 

Scarcely  had  Peter  attained  the  crown  when  he  formed  a  con- 
nection with  Catharine.  The  romantic  history  of  her  origin  and 
elevation  is  too  well  known  to  repeat  here.     Her  hu.sband,  a 
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Swedish  dragoon,  waii  living:  and  she  was  the  inistivso  first  of 
Marshal  Shcremeloft"  then  of  Mentchik<irt',  in  whose  house  Peter 
saw  hei',  and  whence  Le  took  ht-r.  S\w  acquired  gn*at  influence 
over  the  Czar's  untamed  ferocity,  anil,  to  her  infinite  credit,  this 
inflnt-nec  was  always  used  to  mitigate  the  fearfiil  rigor  of  his  pun- 
ishmmt-s  and  to  soothe  his  otherwise  implat^ibly  revengeful  spirit. 
During  the  liletiine  of  her  husbioid  and  of  his  first  wife,  Peter 
inarri'-d  her. 

'I'ln-  pleasing  traits  of  Catharine's  character  were  obscured  by 
the  irn'gularity  of  her  life.  Raised,  by  the  aftection  of  Peter,  to 
tiie  iuijterial  throne,  she  set  an  example  of  dissol'ileness  to  her 
subjects.  Tlu'iv  is  amjile  reason  <br  Ix-licviug  that  she  had  several 
intrigues  during  Peter's  lifetime,  but  the  case  of  Moeus  de  la  Croix 
is  beyond  question,  and  the  discovery  of  her  infideiity  in  this  in- 
stani-e  led  to  her  sejwratiou  from  Peter  and  the  death  of  her  lover. 

In  1724,  after  the  campaign  .against  the  Turks,  in  which  Catha- 
rine hai-  acconipanietl  the  Czar,  and  had,  by  hrr  .spirit  and  exam- 
ple, kept  up  tlie  courage  of  the  army  amid  great  difficulties  and 
reverses.  Peter  determined  on  publicly  crowning  her;  a  cenunony 
verv  unusual  iti  Ru.ssia,  and  almost  tantamount  to  declaring  her 
his  successor. 

MiH-ns  de  la  Cnii.x  was  the  young  brother  of  Anne  de  la  Croix, 
one  of  Peter's  early  mistresses.  He  was  Catharine's  chamberlain. 
His  otliee  brought  him  in  t^los*^  attendiiiice  on  the  empivss,  and  aa 
iuiimacy  was  established.  This  was  for  a  time  notorious  to  every 
one  except  Peter  him.self.  At  length,  however,  his  suspicions 
were  arouseil,  and,  by  setting  spies  on  Catharine,  he  became  a  per- 
sonal witness  to  her  infidelity.  Tht!  first  explosion  of  his  resent- 
ment was  t«!rrific,  an<!  he  was  on  the  |)oint  of  executing  both  the 
empress  and  her  paniinour,  but  by  the  temperate  advice  of  some 
n{  his  friends,  who  counseled  him  to  avoid  a  s<andal.  it  was  de- 
ti-nnined  to  arrest  Moens  on  a  false  charge  of  conspiracy. 

Mo'iis  and  his  sister  wen^  accordingly  seized  and  confined  in  an 
apartnieiit  in  the  winter  palace.  Peter  permitted  nobody  to  ap- 
proach them,  and  took  them  their  food  with  his  own  hands. 
Wli>u  they  were  examined  its  to  the  conspiracy,  Moen.s,  to  save 
the  enipi-ess  with  the  public,  confessed  to  every  thing.  He  was 
accordingly  condemned  and  beheaded.  His  sister  was  knonted 
and  sent  to  SiU'ria. 

Catharine  had  presented  her  lover  with  her  miniature  on  a  brace- 
let, which  h<-  alwMvs  wore.     ,\s  he  walked  to  his  (K>ath.  he  manaiiod 
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to  deliver  it,  unperceived,  to  tlie  Lutheran  minister  who  aceom- 
panied  him,  with  instructions  to  convey  it  back  to  the  einpreas 
privately,  which  was  accomplished.  The  Czar  was  a  spectator  of 
the  execution,  after  which  the  head  of  the  culprit  was  fixeil  on  a 
stake,  according  to  custom.  To  terriiy  Catharine  the  nmre  etfect- 
ually,  Peter  drove  her  round  the  head  of  her  lover.  Happily  for 
her,  she  managed  to  preserve  st^f-control  during  the  torture  of  this 
horrid  spectacle.     After  this  the  Czar  only  spoke  to  her  in  public. 

At  Peter's  death,  Catharine  ascended  the  throne  of  Russia  by 
virtue  of  a  pretended  dying  declaration  of  her  husband.  She  went 
through  a  pantomime  of  sorrows  and  tears  over  his  bo<ly,  but.  as 
soon  as  she  was  firmly  seated,  she  abandoned  herself  to  pleasure 
and  voluptuousness,  and  had  two  lovers,  Prince  Ssipioha  and 
Loewenwolden,  at  the  same  time.  "These  two  rivah?  equally 
strove  to  please  her,  and  alternately  received  proofe  of  her  tender- 
ness, without  suftering  their  happiness  to  be  mamM  by  jealousy." 
The  irregularity  of  the  empress's  life,  and  her  intemperate  use  of 
ardent  liquors,  hastened  her  death,  which  took  place  in  her  thirty- 
ninth  year. 

Peter  himself  was  a  wretched  example  of  conjugal  infidelity  and 
low  debauchery.  His  associates  were  often  of  the  very  lowest  of 
the  populace.  It  is  true  that  in  his  time  the  highest  were  not 
much  removed  from  their  inferiors  in  decency  of  manners ;  while 
the  inferiors  oft«n  had  the  advantage,  if  not  of  intellectual  cultiva- 
tion, at  least  of  practical  intelligence,  in  which  Peter  tt«>k  delight. 
He  spent  many  of  his  hours  drinking  brandy  and  other  liquors 
with  sailors,  carpenters,  and  artisans,  irrespective  of  his  temporary 
assumption  of  the  working  man's  pursuits.  He  consoru^d  indis- 
criminately with  women  of  all  sorts  and  conditions.  Evt-ntually 
he  contracted  the  venereal  disease.  From  neglect,  and  the  gene.»ul 
depranty  of  his  life,  the  disease  became  so  aggravated  that  at  hist 
it  proved  the  indirect  cause  of  his  death.  He  himself  used  to  say 
that  he  had  taken  it  from  Madame  Tchnertichoft",  wife  of  the 
genera]  and  diplomatist  of  that  name.  Upon  the  fact  Innng  men- 
tioned to  her,  whether  casually  or  with  mahce  prepai.ir  does  not 
appear,  she  us  reported  to  have  replied  very  naively  that  she  bad 
not  given  it  t<i  him,  but  that  he,  on  the  ccntrary,  hari  such  loose 
habits  and  low  associates  that  be  had  given  it  to  her.' 

It  was  in  1722  that  Peter  was  attacked  with  this  malady,  and 
while  suffering  from  it  he  marched  into  Persia,  and  shared  the 
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tjitigues  of  the  meanest  soldU-r  tbroiighout  the  ciunpaign.  The 
heat,  lb-ought,  and  constant  dust  increased  the  disease  frightfully, 
and  the  pains  became  so  excruciating  that  he  could  not  <!onceaI 
them  from  his  immediate  attendants.  Still,  however,  he  would 
not  consult  the  court  physician,  but  directed  his  servant  to  get  ad- 
vice, as  if  for  some  one  else.  He  then  went  to  the  hot  baths  of 
Plonet^,  and  apparently  recovea-d.  But  it  seems  the  disease  w;is 
not  cui-ed;  it  was  merely  pidliated  by  this  treatment,  and  he  was 
obliged,  on  a  relapse,  to  have  recourse  to  the  regiUar  physicians, 
and  for  three  months  his  hfe  was  despaired  of.  At  last  he  recov- 
ered ;  but  now,  in  spite  of  all  warnings,  he  resumed  his  usual  habits 
of  life,  renewed  his  long  and  severe  joume\'s,  his  public  works, 
and  his  general  activity  of  mind  and  b<xly,  while  he  in  nowise 
amcnde<l  other  and  more  uijurious  pursuits  and  practices. 

On  November  5,  1724,  while  on  a  journey  to  Finland,  he  stop- 
ped ut  the  port  of  Lachta.  There,  frtun  the  shore,  he  saw  a  small 
vessel  full  of  soldiers  and  sailors  which  had  struck  upon  a  shoal. 
Perceiving  their  inuuinent  danger,  he  shouted  to  them,  but  the 
boisterous  wind  drowned  his  voice.  He  sprang  into  a  skitf,  pidl- 
ed  out  to  the  shoal,  and,  having  reached  the  vessel,  jumped  into 
the  water,  got  her  off,  and  landed  the  passengers  all  sale.  He  neg- 
lected all  the  preejiutions  necessary  iu  the  then  state  of  his  health, 
and  wiis  seized  with  violent  fever,  and  at  the  same  time  his  former 
pangs  came  on  with  all  their  old  force.  He  was  taken  back  to 
St.  Petersburg,  where  he  obtained  partial  relieJ'  from  his  suffer- 
ings. He  employed  one  of  his  intervals  of  ease  in  celebrating  the 
great  festival  of  blessing  the  waters  of  the  Neva,  and  by  his  in- 
lemperance  in  the  festivities  renewed  his  attack,  and  after  a  period 
of  protracted  agony,  died  on  the  28tb  of  January,  1725. 

Peter  is  described  as  having  been  excessively  libidinous  in 
lemperaiiient,  and  his  coarse  promiscuous  amours  were  made  the 
common  subject  of  his  jocularity,  even  in  the  presence  of  Catha- 
rine. He  wiia  even  addicted  to  abominable  depravities,  which  are 
stated  Ijy  contemporary  writers  to  hav  •  been  the  common  practice 
ol"  the  Russians  at  lliat  lime.'  Peter  at  times  gave  way  to  fits  of 
lust,  in  which,  like  a  furious  beast,  he  regarded  neither  age  nor 
Six.  Unnatural  vices  were  punished  in  the  Russian  army  at  this 
time  by  an  express  military  regulation,  and  the  crime  was  a  stand- 
ing reproach  with  the  people,  who  were  said  to  have  acquired  it 
from  the  Greeks  of  the  lower  empire.' 
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Anne,  the  succssor  of  Peter  uu<l  Cutbariiie,  had  two  jnibliciy 
avow»?d  lovers — Doigomuki  and  Ernest  John  Biivn.  The  lutter 
was  the  l)etter  known,  as  bis  influence  and  iuiportaiiCf  during 
Anne's  reign  were  wry  great.  Dolgurouki  bail  become  one  of 
the  deputies  to  announce  to  Anne  her  suooession  to  the  throne, 
which  office  he  accepted,  with  the  hope  of  l»eing  able  U)  resume 
his  former  intimate  relations  w^ith  bis  future  sovereign.  When 
he  entered  the  apartnii'iits,  he  found  a  maii  in  mean  appju'el  seat- 
ed by  the  side  of  the  |»rinees.s.  lie.  ordered  him  to  withdraw,  and, 
npi>n  ills  iiiattention  to  the  order,  took  bim  by  the  arm  to  turn 
liim  uiit,  when  the  empress  stopped  him.  Tliis  unknown  j>eraou 
was  Biren,  who  became  regent  of  the  empire.' 

Anne  wa.s  not  sunk  in  tlie  same  abyss  of  prDiligaev  as  her  suc- 
cessor Elizabeth,  nor  in  brutality  :is  her  ancestor  Petei-.  She  bad 
been  brought  up  iu  C<Hirl;tiid,  and  bad  acquired  some  little  refine- 
ment of  ideas  and  miiimers.  Gluttony  and  drunkeniies.s  were 
somewhat  less  in  vogue  at  her  court,  but  tlissipation,  ruinous 
gambling,  and  boundless  extravagance  were  in  full  fashion.  The 
whole  court  beciiiiie  a  body  t>i'  buftbons  and  jokei-s,  and  the  nio.«t 
absurd  ajid  preposterous  fiishions  of  dre.ss,  the  rudest  and  most 
iMiisterous  romps  and  gambols  were  generally  practiced.  As  a 
sjiecimen  of  court  manners,  the  practicjil  joke  played  on  Prince 
tjalitzin,  in  which  there  was  as  nmch  malic*-  as  fun.  may  be  re- 
membered. 

Having  given  otfeuse  by  changing  bis  religion,  the  prince  was 
compul.stirily  man-ied  to  a  girl  of  the  lowest  birth.  A  palace 
was  built  in  his  honor,  but  the  material  wjis  ice,  and  all  t!ie  furni- 
ture was  composed  of  the  satne.  The  wedding  prCKieivsion,  con- 
sisting of  more  than  three  hundred  persons  in  their  national  cos- 
tumes, who  had  been  collected  fitim  all  the  provinces  of  Russia, 
paired  along  the  streets.  The  newly -married  couple  were  mount- 
ed in  a  pagoda  on  the  back  of  an  elephant.  When  the  ball  was 
over,  the  bride  and  bridegroom  were  conducted  to  their  nuptial 
chamber,  like  the  rest  of  the  house,  all  of  ice,  aiul  weiv  there  in- 
stalled in  an  ice  Vw-dstead,  and  guards  wei^  posted  at  the  door  to 
prevent  them  escaping  from  the  room  l)efore  morning. 

Anne  died  in  1740,  and.  after  a  .short  interregnum,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Peter  I.,  came  to  the  throne.  She  inherited  all  her 
father's  vices  and  sensuality,  but  none  of  his  great  qualities.  Be- 
fore she  became  empress,  Elizabeth  had  outragefl  all  propriety ; 
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had  opcniy  carried  on  an  iinprojxT  intercourse  wiib  the  suh-citii- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  guards  who  had  been  quartt^red  near  her 
dwelling.  The  lust  and  drunkenness  in  which  she  wallowed  in- 
difcposed  her  from  all  longings  after  greatness.  But  theiv  were 
othei-s  who  needed  her  name,  autl  a  conspiracy  being  formed,  she 
became  ernpn^ss  in  spite  of  herself.  Her  chief  paramour  at  the 
time  wa.s  Grunslein,  sergeant  in  the  guards,  who  was  elevated  to 
the  rank  of  major-general.  The  other  soldiers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officei-s  who  had  been  the  ministers  of  her  lewdness  were 
made  officers.  These  individuals  frequented  the  common  public 
houses,  got  drunk,  made  their  way  into  the  houses  of  jx;rsons  of 
condition,  and  committed  all  sorts  of  depredations  with  impunity. 
When  the  men  who  coukl  boiist  of  the  empress's  favors  became 
intolerable,  they  were  drul\«d  uff  to  the  anuj,  as  officers  in  regi- 
ments on  service. 

Elizabeth  is  said  to  have  been  privately  married  to  Razamoffsky, 
as  also  to  the  well-known  Chevalier  d'Eon,  who  visited  the  court 
<>(  Russia  in  the  disgui.sc  of  a  woman,  and  undoubli'dly  enjoyed 
Elizabeth's  favors,  whatever  may  be  the  trutli  alwut  her  mtirriage 
to  him.  Elizabeth  withdrew  herself  for  whole  montks  from  busi- 
ness, and  was  drunk  for  days  or  even  weeks  consecutively.  She 
had  a  reputation  for  humanity ;  but,  although  she  sentenced  uo 
OIK'  to  death,  not  less  than  eighty  thou.sand  of  "her  subjects  were 
tortured  or  sent  to  Siberia  during  her  reign.  Her  extravag:ince 
wjis  such  that  when  she  died  there  were  in  her  wardrobe  some 
fifti^en  thousand  dresses,  thousands  of  pairs  of  sleeves,  luid  several 
hundri'd  pieces  of  French  and  other  sUks. 

Catharine  II.  of  Rus-eia  was,  like  Peter,  a  compound  of  the  n<> 
blist  intellectuid  endowment,  with  a,  moi-al  oi^nization  of  un- 
iipai4Si-d  depravity.  She  has  usually  been  considered  a  monster 
of  lust :  but  she  was  no  less  infamous  for  her  cruelty,  and  for  the 
total  aV)sence  of  all  those  ip-  ':••  nnd  feelings  which  form  the 
chief  grace  and  beauty  of  v.  iQlflfllife.     Hi-r  favorite  diu- 
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life  as  Princess  of  Anhalt  Zerbst,  she  had  a  womanly  heart,  deli- 
cacy of  tast»%  and  n^finernent  of  inU-Ilect;'  tliat  it  was  not  till  long 
after  her  husbaaid,  PettT  Hi.,  had  insulted  h-.-r  bv  open  ueglt>ct  of 
her  very  winning  person  and  youthful  graces,  and  had  abandoned 
her  for  the  vulgar  and  ugly  Princess  Woronzoff,  that  she  commit- 
ted herself  to  the  terriblt:  career  which  she  afterward  pursued  so 
steadily. 

The  Duchesse  d' Abrantes,  in  her  memoir  of  Catharine,  tells  us 
that  her  first  lovei,8oltikoft',  was  forced  upon  her  as  a  matter  of 
public  policy  by  the  crafty  and  unscruj>ulou3  Bestujeff,  the  able 
minister  of  Elizabeth,  for  the  suke  of  prcK:uring  an  heir  to  the 
Grant!  Duke  Peter.  Catharine  remonstrated,  and  threatened  to 
complain.  "To  whom  will  you  complain?"  asked  the  minister, 
coldly.  Catharine  submitted,  and  accepted  the  lover  thus  iniix)sed 
upon  her.  At  the  tinn-  ol'  this  adultery  for  expediency  sake, 
Catharine  was  deeply  intent  upon  study,  with  a  view  to  qualify 
herself  worthily  for  her  future  de.stiny,  disgusted  as  she  was  with 
the  indecencies  of  the  Rus.sian  court! 

Subsequently,  it  was  considered  expedient  to  remove  Soltikoff. 
Catharine  had  given  birth  to  a  child,  and  wjis  not  pleased  with 
this  dismissal ;  but  the  impassible  Bestujeff  only  sneered  at  her  re- 
monstrances and  professions  of  affection  for  the  dismis-sed  lover, 
and  rt'i'ornmended  her  to  choose  another.  This  was  a  lesson  .she 
was  not  slow  ti)  carry  out.  Tlie  li.st  of  ber  paramours  was  little 
less  numerous  than  that  of  Elizabeth. 

After  Catharine  hail  caused  Pet'-r  III.  to  be  nmrdered,  and  had 
ascended  the  throne  as  empress  in  her  own  right,  she  abandoned 
herself  to  the  fullest  gratification  of  her  passions,  both  royal  and 
pcrso'ifxl.  Besides  the  vulgar  crowd  whom  she  selecu-d  a.s  the  re- 
cipients of  her  filthy  fav<irs,  the  world  knew,  sis  the  public  and 
recognized  paramours,  the  names  of  Orlf)fl',  by  whom  she  had  a 
son  called  Count  Bnbruski,  Wassilitchikoff.  Potemkin,  I>ouskoi, 
Momonoff,  and  Zuboff. 

These  were  appointed  in  a  manner  that  was  reduced  to  a  sys- 
tem, and  an  etiquette  was  established  as  preci.se  as  that  of  naming 
a  state  minister.  When  Catharine  was  tired  of  her  present  fa- 
vorite, one  of  her  intimate  friends  was  commissioned  to  look  out 
fbr  another.  At  other  times,  her  notice  having  fallen  on  some 
young  man  who  pleased  her  fancy,  she  signified  her  wishes  to  some 
female  friend,  and  thereupon  an  entertainment  was  arranged  at 

'  Du('lu'»si>  d'AhrantP".  p.  S< 
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the  lady's  house,  which  the  empress  honored  with  her  presence, 
and  thereby  gained  an  opjxjrtunity  of  closer  aequaintanceship  with 
the  chosen  individual.  He  then  received  orders  to  attend  at  the 
palace,  where  he  was  introduced  to  the  court  physician,  and  exam- 
ined as  to  his  general  health  and  physical  condition.  Alter  this 
he  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  certain  Mademoiselle  Pro- 
tasoflf.'  The  various  examinations  having  been  successfully  pass- 
ed, the  favorite  was  installed  into  the  regular  apartments  of  office, 
which  were  immediatt^ly  contiguous  to  those  of  the  empress.  On 
the  first  day  of  his  installation  he  received  one  hundred  thousand 
rubles  (about  twenty-five  thousand  dollare)  for  linen,  and  an  al- 
lowance of  twelve  thousand  rubles  per  month;  besides  which,  all 
his  household  expenses  were  defrayed.  lie  was  ri^quired  to  at- 
tend the  empress  wherever  she  went,  and  was  not  permitted  to 
leave  the  palace  without  her  permission.  He  might  not  converse 
familiarly  with  other  women,  and  if  he  dined  with  his  friends,  it 
waa  injperative  that  the  mistress  of  the  house  should  be  absent. 

When  a  favorite  had  completed  his  term  of  service  he  received 
<jnlers  to  travel,  and  from  that  moment  all  access  to  her  majesty 
was  denied.  The  favorites  rarely  rebelled  against  their  destiny  in 
this  particular;  but  Potemkin  and  Orloff,  who  had  far  other  views 
than  those  of  dailiunee,  had  the  temerity  to  disobey  the  order,  and 
succeeded  in  retaining  power  and  the  friend.ship  of  the  empress 
long  after  their  personal  claims  on  her  tenderness  were  at  an  entL 
On  terminating  the  intimacy,  the  favorite  usually  received  mig- 
nificent  giite.  Potemkin,  after  he  had  ceased  his  functions  as  fa- 
vorite, became  pander  to  his  royal  mistress,  thereby  securing  the 
double  a«lvautage  of  the  favor  of  the  empress  and  the  patronage 
of  the  favorite,  from  whom  he  levied  a  handsome  fee  for  the  intro- 
duction. Potemkin  and  Orlolf  were  at  one  period  rivals,  in  which 
conte.st  Orlott"  w:ls  at  last  defeated ;  but  when  Poti'mkin  re.-iched 
bis  pride  of  place,  he  became  so  neeessjirj"  to  Catharine  in  his  high- 
er capacity  that  he  set  up  and  pidled  down  the  favorite  of  the  hour 
jis  he  pleased,  and  even  ventured  upon  the  most  extravagant  flights 
of  insolence  and  personal  disrespect  to  the  empress.  Orloff  had 
been  also  the  rival  of  Poniatowski,  but  his  superior  cjipacity  and 


' Mifis  Prataiioflr  then  there 

Nnmcd  from  hc-r  mystit-  oflfii-r  I'EproiiveuMs, 
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brutal  energy  of  will  made  him  respected  and  feared  by  Catharine 
loiiff  iifVr  she  had  ceased  to  like  him. 

The  pecuniary  results  to  the  state,  enormous  as  was  the  jjlun- 
der,  was  perhaps  the  least  of  the  evils  sustained  throuplvthis  sys- 
tem of  iniquity.  Tlie  a-gistered  gifts  ti>  thi-  twelve  favorites 
amounted  tu  upward  of  one  hundred  million  dollars.'  LaiKskoj. 
who  hiid  held  no  jxilitieal  oftiees,  and  t.hi>  whole  of  wht)8e  fortune 
WHS  drawn  from  thr  flagitious  profits  ofliispost  fif  di-nlionor,  died, 
alter  ie.ss  than  litur  years  of  olRee,  worth,  in  cash  (."niy,  and  exclu- 
sive of  valuables,  seven  millions  of  rubles.-  Petemkin's  wealth, 
whirh  was  Jiecumulated  from  all  sources  of  ])iih)ic  niblH-ry  ;tnd 
private  extortiun,  wits  fabulous.  At  his  death  \ir  owned  two  hund- 
red thousimd  .serfs;  he  had  whole  cupboards  filled  with  goUl  coin, 
jewels,  and  Imnk-bills;  he  held  tliirly-two  orders,  and  his  fortune 
was  estimated  at  sixty  million  dollai-s.* 

In  the  closing  days  of  Catharine's  reign  she  found  a  lower  deep 
into  (A'liieh  to  plunge.  When  npwanl  of  sixty,  she  took  into  office, 
as  hir  favorite,  Zuljoft",  who  was  not  quite  twenty-five.  She  now 
formed  the  Society  of  the  I^ittli-  Ilermitage.  This  was  a  picked 
eonipanv  of  wits  and  lilwrtines,  of  both  .sexes,  over  whose  scenes 
of  debauchery  and  revelry  the  empress  pre.sided.  An  inner  pen- 
etralia even  of  tlie»>  orgies  was  established,  and  called  the  Little 
•Society. 

The  pernicious  influence  of  such  an  example,  .set  for  so  long  a 
fjeriofl  of  time  by  a  sovereign  distinguished  for  ability,  and  whose 
reign  bad  been  remlered  famous  by  its  successful  foreign  enter- 
prises, was  the  almost  uuiversid  corruption  of  the  Ru-ssian  court 
and  aristoi^raey  of  Iwth  sexes.  The  women,  in  imitation  of  her 
majesty,  kept  nu'u,  with  the  title  and  office  of  favorites.  This  was 
as  customary  as  any  other  piece  of  fashion,  and  was  recognized  by 
liusbands.  Tender  intrigues  were  unknown ;  strong  passion  was 
still  more  rare;  marriage  was  merely  an  association.  There  was 
a  club,  called  the  club  of  natural  philosophers,  which  was  a  society 
of  men  and  women  of  the  highest  classes,  the  object  of  whose  meet- 
ings was  indiscriminate  sexual  intercourse.  The  memU-rs  met  tp 
fe:u>t,  and  atbr  tlie  banquet  they  retired  in  pairs  chosen  by  lot. 
This  club  was  afterward  put  down  by  the  Russian  police,  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  secret  societies.  A  hospital  was  founded  by 
Catharine  for  fil\y  lacUi-a  aii'ecte<l  with  venereal  di.sease.  These 
were  all  to  be  taken  care  of;  no  question  was  permitted  as  to  name 
'   D'Ahr«i.u-s,  p.  294  «  Id.  p.  297. 
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or  quality,  arul  the  liiieii  nf  the  eslabhslunent  wjis  marked  with 
the  siguifiwiiit  word  ''discretion." 

Catharine's  end  wus  sudden  and  frightlul.  She  had  grown  cor- 
pulent, and  her  legs  and  Ijoily  had  swoileii  and  burst.  She  moved 
about  with  eoiisiderable  difficulty,  although  her  ijuperious  will 
wotilil  not  iilluw  lier  to  give  way  in  her  career  either  of  ambition 
or  profligaey.  She  was  at  the  Little  Hermitage  November  4,  1796, 
in  i-emarkabiy  high  spirits,  and  even  joked  her  buft(X>u,  Leof  Xaus- 
kiii,  among  other  things,  as  to  his  death  and  his  fears  thereupon. 
The  next  morning  the  dread  messenger,  of  whose  advent  she  hud 
made  sport,  brought  his  orders  for  her.  She  fell  into  an  apoplee- 
tic  lit,  Mitd,  after  thirty-seven  hours  of  insensibility,  died  uubless- 
iug  and  unblessed,  to  be  succeeded  by  Paul,  her  detested  son  by 
her  tirst  lover  Soltikoff. 

The  emperor,  or  iis  he  was  better  known  by  Napoleon's  sobri- 
quet, the  mad  Ennteror  Paul,  was  lo<j  remarkable  for  his  eccen- 
tricities to  make  himself  conspicuous  for  his  gallantries.  Even  in 
this  particular  he  pre.served  his  eccentricity.  lie  neglected  his 
wife,  an  iimiable  and  handsome  woman,  the  mother  of  Alexander 
and  Nicholas,  for  an  ugly  mi.stress,  Mailemoiselle  Nclidoff,  and  for 
another.  Mademoiselle  Lapukhin,  who  would  not  accept  his  ad- 
dres.se8,  but  U.>  whom  he  nevertheless  profe.ssed  the  patient  de\'i> 
tion  of  Don  (Quixote.  The  mast  noteworthy  circumstance,  in  this 
conntK'tion,  of  Paul's  life  wtus  the  indirect  effect  of  female  frailty  in 
procuriufr  his  murder.  The  enemies  who  subsequently  plotted  his 
downfall  and  destruction  pro<.'ured  their  return  from  banishun-nt 
through  the  offices  of  a  certain  Mailemoiselle  Chevalier,  a  French 
actress  who  rided  Kutuisoff,  who  on  his  part  ruled  the  Czar. 

As  we  approach  our  own  limes,  the  description  i»f  hi.siorical 
charactei-s  becomes  liable  to  the  tinge  •>[' pivjinlice  or  partiality. 

Alexander,  the  son  and  successor  of  Paul,  was  distiiiguishi'd  Ijy 
the  amenity  of  his  disjKtsition  and  the  philosophical  tone  of  his 
political  thcoi'ies.  He  was  married  at  an  <-iirlv  age  by  ordei-  of 
liis  grandmother  Catharine,  who  in  his  case  insisted  on  making 
him  a  good  husband,  and  took  numerous  precautions  for  that 
purpose,  all  of  which  her  example  m-utnilized  or  belied.  Tiie 
selection  made  for  him  might,  under  the  conditions  of  humble  life 
or  a  free  choice,  have  turned  out  happily.  As  it  was,  he  pie- 
ferrrd  the  society  of  the  ladies  of  his  court,  and  in  particular  of 
the  C<junt«*88  Narishkin,  by  whom  he  had  three  children.  The 
eounU-ss  proved  inconstant,  and  all  his  children  by  her  died,  to 
Alexander's  de<p  grief 
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After  the  loss  of  these  illegitimate  children,  the  affections  of 
Alexander  were  turned  toward  the  empress,  whose  true  worth  he 
recognized  when  it  vwu;  loo  late.  Shi*  was  struck  with  disease, 
and  he  was  on  a  journey  to  Southej  n  Rm<sia  to  select  a  suitable 
spot  for  a  residence  tor  her,  when  he  was  seized  vrith  the  fever  of 
which  he  died. 

If  Alexander's  mild  character  had  but  little  influence  on  his 
subjects,  the  name  of  his  successor,  Nicholas,  hiis  been  identified 
with  the  very  existence  of  the  Russian  people,  as  much  as  any 
sovereign  since  Peter  the  Great.  His  example  and  expressed  will 
have  had  immense  effect,  lx)th  for  good  and  evil.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  arrive  at  the  true  character  ol"  Nicholas  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  for  the  reasons  just  mentioned.  In  his  private  life  as 
husband  and  father,  and  in  his  jiublic  life  as  ruler  and  politician, 
writers  are  diametincally  opposed  to  each  other.  Party  prejudice 
denies  him  all  worth,  or  makes  him  a  verj"  Socrates.  Golovin 
and  authors  of  the  democratic  school  affirm,  in  addition  to  his 
other  offenses,  that  Nicholas  had  several  illegitimate  chikln-ii,  and 
alsf)  "that  no  woman  could  feel  herself  .s<M:'ure  from  Nicholas's 
importunities;"  while  writers  like  Yon  Tiotz,  Jermnim,  and  other 
panegyrists  of  the  Russian  court,  describe  Nicholas  as  an  exem- 
plary lin.sband  and  father,  a  model  to  his  subjects  in  his  domestic 
relations.  They  allege  farther,  that  the  groas  inmiorulitj'  which 
has  been  the  chief  feature  of  Russian  society  was  very  much  dis- 
couraged, and  rendered  altogether  unfashionable  by  the  estima- 
ble manners  of  the  irnjierial  family. 

Truth  is  rarely  found  in  extremes.  The  prevalent  usage  among 
sovereigns  in  this  centuiy  has  been  "  to  assume  a  virtue  if  they 
have  it  not,"  and  to  maintain  a  respectable  exterior  for  the  sake 
of  public  opinion.  So  politic  a  ruler  as  Nicholas  was  not  likely 
to  rtjeet  this.  He  did  all  that  could  be  done  to  bring  virtue  into 
good  re]>ute  at  court.  But  tixi  many  little  incidents  are  told  of 
hiin  to  justify  a  belief  in  his  perfect  -spotJessuess.  The  charactere 
of  individuals,  even  as  rulers,  would  b(?  unimportant  to  us  were  it 
not  that  in  Russia  society  is  in  a  transition  state,  and  shows  itself 
plastic  in  the  hands  of  an  energetic  emperor.  "  The  state !  I  am 
the  state !"  was  perfectly  true  in  the  mouth  of  Nichohu';.  By  his 
subjects  he  was  held  in  an  esteem  little  short  of  idolatry,  and  he 
was,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  the  mast  remarkable  man  in  his 
vast  dominions. 

Thompson,  an  English  traveler,  who  has  sjioken  very  favorably 
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of  the  personal  worth  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas,  says  of  the  moral- 
ity of  the  upper  classes  ainoug  the  Russians,  "  Denied  the  advant- 
ages of  rational  auuisemeut  and  innocent  social  enjoyments,  de- 
prived of  those  resources  which,  while  they  dispel  ennui,  elevate 
the  feelings,  the  mind  resorts  to  sensual  indulgences  and  to  the 
gratitication  of  the  passions  for  the  pui-pose  of  finding  recreation 
and  relief  from  the  deadening  pressure  of  despotism.  Immorality 
and  intrigue  ar^  of  universal  prevalence,  and  (in  a  social  sense) 
are  hardly  looked  upon  as  criminal  acts,  while  gambling  and 
debauchery  are  the  natural  consequences  of  the  tedious  monotony 
fix)m  which  all  seek  to  escape  by  indulging  in  gross  and  vicious 
excitement." 

Under  the  system  of  serfage,  now  approaching  its  end,  it  was 
almost  iTnjv)ssible  that  there  should  be  such  a  thing  as  public  mo- 
rality in  tlie  lower  classes.  The  Russians,  both  noble  and  serf, 
are  false  and  dishonest  to  a  proverb.  PR)stitution  in  such  cases 
is  a  superfluous  term :  a  woman  had  no  right  or  opportunity  to 
be  \artuous. 

The  morality  of  St  Petersburg  is  imdoubti-dly  of  the  lowest, 
and  yet  we  have  not  met  with  any  accounts  of  hx-al  prostitution 
there.  It  is  a  city  of  men,  containing  one  hundred  thousand  more 
males  than  females.'  Kelly  says  the  women  form  oiUy  two  sev- 
enths (f)  of  the  entire  population,  and  calls  it  "an  alarming  fact." 
The  climate  is  unfavorable  to  female  beauty,  and  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  the  men  are  handsotner  than  the  women.  The 
German  girls  have  an  almost  exclusive  reputation  for  gtxxl  looks 
in  St.  Petersburg.  By  reason  of  the  disproportion  of  the  s»?xes,  it 
is  said  that  ladies  can  not  venture  out  unattended.  This  is  eti- 
quette among  the  higher  cla-sses  of  all  Continental  Europe,  and 
the  sijnple  fact,  without  the  retison,  would  not  bi  surprising. 

The  attention  to  minutiaa  which  distinguishes  a  despotism,  and 
which  is  so  remarkable  a  feature  of  Russian  state  craft,  does  not 
allow  us  to  suppose  there  are  no  statisticiil  papers  on  the  subject 
of  prostitution ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
such  are  in  existence.  The  secrecy  which  is  scrupulously  main- 
tained in  all  public  matters,  and  the  watchfiil  vigilance  of  the  police 
over  strangers,  prevents  them  obtaining  any  information  except 
on  the  most  patent  and  notorious  .subjects.  The  remarks  of  trav- 
elers on  Rassian  society  are  very  vague  and  general,  and  unsup- 
ported by  any  of  those  details  which  could  alone  authenticate  them. 

Kotil. 
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We  have  already  alluded  to  the  aiieiem  Orieulal  seclusion  of 
women  among  the  Russians.  This  wa.<  so  .strict  that  a  suitor 
never  saw,  or  at  leaat  w;us  presujiii-d  never  to  have  seen,  the  faee 
of  his  bride  belbiv  marriage.  In  1493,  Ivan  the  Grtiat  told  a  (ler- 
raau  embassador  who  demand<xl  bis  daughter  in  marriage  ti>r  the 
Margrave  of  Baden,  that  Russians  utver  showed  their  daujrhiei's 
to  any  one  before  the  match  was  decided.  Peter  the  Givat  abol- 
ished  this  lottery,  and  directed  that  the  parties  might  .«ef  raeh 
other,  Viut  he  still  Ibund  it  neces.saiy  to  )>i'onuilgate  a  strong  ukase 
jigainst  parents  couipelliug  children  to  marry  against  their  wishes. 

The  compromise  nf'the  ancient  custom  winch  Inis  been  brought 
about  by  this  law  is  that  the  elders  of  the  fannly  usuallv  pie- 
contract  for  the  juniors:  then  succeeds  the  bridal  promenade,  at 
which  the  young  people,  if  unknown  to  each  other,  are  led  acci- 
dentally to  meet  in  the  same  walk.  Ilaving  thu.s  managed  an  m- 
terview,  the  father  of  the  3'oung  man,  if  all  the  preliminaries  have 
been  satisfactory  .so  far,  sends  to  the  bride's  father,  and  a  gt-neral 
family  meeting  takes  place,  at  which  the  arrangements  are  com- 
pleted, the  dowry  determined,  and  then  follows  the  Ix-fiothd. 
The  elect  pair  kneel  down  on  a  fur  mat  and  exchange  rings.  Tin 
preparations  for  the  marriage  a:e  commenctHl,  di^ring  which  time 
the  lovers  have  frequent  oppxjrtunities  of  meeting  and  V»-eoming 
better  known  to  ejich  other;  this  is  a  general  p«'riod  of  visiting 
and  parties.  On  the  wedding-day  the  bridemaids  unbraid  the 
lady's  hair,  and  she  receives  her  husband  with  flowing  Utcke. 
This  is  a  remnant  of  ancient  Russian  tmage,  when  th»  unatest 
outnige  that  could  l)e  committ^^d  on  a  woman  was  to  unbraid  her 
hair.  It  is  generally  believed  that  among  the  lower  orders  the 
wife  is  bound  to  drjiw  off  her  husband's  ImmiIs  on  the  wedding- 
ilay,  and  also  that  the  Ru.ssian  iM'jisiint  Ij^'ats  his  wife  at  the  com- 
inenctiinent  of  her  married  life,  so  as  to  indicate  supremacy.  As 
to  the  stibstantial  observance  of  the  latti-r  pnietice  modem  inivel- 
ers  differ,  although  it  would  seem  that  syinl>olically  it  is  still  main- 
tained.' 

A  curious  exhibition  takes  place  on  Whitsunday  in  the  Petere- 
burg  sutnmer  garden,  called  "The  Bride's  Fair."  All  the  mar- 
riageable daughters  of  the  Russian  tradesmen  turn  out  on  that 
day  for  a  promenade.  The  young  men,  in  their  best  attire,  come 
forth  to  view  them.     The  brides  expeet^mt  do  not  limit  theii'  di.s- 

'  Golorin  sutw  that  the  whip  b  ma  article  in  frequent  requiiition  in  the  conjn- 
(al  Mate. 
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f)]ay  to  their  clianiis.  Imt  scciiiid  them  by  attractions  of  ii  more 
8iii>st;iutial  chanu.^tt'r,  iifloniiiig  themselves  with  triukets,  jewels, 
or  wen  now  and  thtn  with  silver  tea-spoons,  plate,  and  other 
valuables  useful  in  hous<'keeping.  Thi.s  hns  been  inveighed 
against  as  indicative  of  the  prevalent  indehcaey  of  the  Russians, 
a  son  of  bindf -market.  Is  it  mon'  reprehensible  than  many  cus- 
toms nearer  home?     It  is  now,  however,  falling  into  disuse. 

The  conjugal  relations  of  the  Russian  nobility  were  extremely 
loose  and  iiKlefeosibic  during  the  time  when  vice  wa-s  fashion,  and 
virtue  in  a  courtier  would  have  been  deemed  condemnation  of  the 
liigh<-r  powers.  Then,  and  even  dowr{  to  the  reign  of  the  Elm- 
pi-ror  Nicholas,  marriage  was  simply  ati  affair  of  convenience — the 
husband  living  at  Mos<-ow  or  St.  Petersburg,  the  wife  in  Paris  or 
Itaiv  :  such  separations  frequently  la-sting  fr>r  years.' 

Til'-  Foundling  Hospital  at  St.  Petereburg,  the  Wo^pitatelnoi 
/Join,  )s  the  tnttst  nutgnificent  foundation  of  the  kind  in  Europe, 
and  it  plejises  tlie  authorities  to  give  information  upon  its  feat- 
ui-es.  The  endowments  are  enormous,  owing  to  the  munificence 
of  successive  sovereigns,  who  have  made  it  a  kind  of  state  caprice. 
The  annual  expenditure  exceeds  five  millions  two  hundn'd  thou- 
8:md  rubles.'  The  number  of  children  in  this  institution  is  com- 
mensurate with  its  wealth.  Upward  of  twenty-five  thousand  are 
con.stantly  enrolle<l  on  its  Ixwks. 

Thi-  lodge  is  0]ien  day  and  night  for  the  reception  of  infants. 
The  daily  average  of  children  brought  is  about  twenty.  The  only 
question  asked  is  if  the  child  husln-en  baptized,  and  by  what  name. 
If  not  baptized,  the  ceifinony  is  performed  by  aprie.st  of  the  Greek 
Church.  At  the  time  of  leaving,  the  mother  receives  a  ticket,  the 
duplicate  of  which  is  placed  around  the  child's  neck.  The  mortal- 
ity whi<-h  takes  place  among  these  helpless  victims  of  sin  and  mis- 
fortiine  is  enonnous.  Some  die  in  the  lorlge  when  just  received; 
more  jx'rish  during  the  tedious  ceremonies  of  their  baptism,  which 
Wi  Several  hours.  The  total  number  of  deaths  among  children 
in  the  asylum  and  those  out  at  nurse  is  probably  three  thousand 
per  annum,  or  about  one  in  four  of  the  whole  number  coimnitted 
to  iVf  charge' 


'  Von  Tietz,  p.  7.H. 

Kohl.  There  in  some  >Ufficalty  in  estimtttiuft  the  rnble  from  the  difl'erencf  in 
the  curroncv  of  RoKsian  silvfr  roin.  We  believe  this  iiiim  woald  Ix  upward  of  ■ 
milliun  dollarH. 

Vim  Tien  s»_vs  'hat,  as  reeardii  morality,  the  iiutitution  does  uot  worlt  biully, 
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The  children  are  given  in  care  of  wet  nurses  for  about  six  weeks, 
whin  thfv  are  sent  into  the  country  until  six  years  old.  They 
are  then  brought  back  to  the  institution  and  educated  in  a  superior 
manner;  the  girls  being  qualilied  as  governesses  in  Ru:^iiiii  f.iini- 
lies,  and  the  boys  as  artisjxns  in  the  imperial  inauulacton<'!i.  lu 
cases  of  special  capacity,  they  receive  a  scientific  or  Inusi^■. .  idu- 
cation. 

An  incident  which  is  said  to  have  occurred  at  this  institution 
has  gone  the  rounds  of  the  press.  The  storj'  is,  that  one  of  the 
young  women  having  given  birth  to  an  infant,  and  the  delinquent 
not  being  discovered,  the  Emperor  Nicholas  heard  of  thi-  occur- 
rence, and  made  a  visit  of  inspection.  Having  summoned  the 
pupils  before  him,  he  demanded  to  know  the  guilty  one.  add- 
ing that,  if  she  came  forward,  she  should  be  pardoned.  No  one 
obeyed  the  invitation,  and  he  was  going  away,  with  threats  of 
disgracing  the  whole  bfxly,  when  one  girl,  to  save  her  compan- 
ions, came  forward,  threw  herself  at  his  feet,  and  confessed  her 
fault.  Nicholas  kicked  her  out  of  the  way,  exclaiming  that  it 
was  too  late.' 

ALymg-in  Hospital  is  one  of  the  appendages  of  this  establish- 
ment. Pregnant  women  may  enter  there  four  weeks  before  their 
confinement,  and  the  strictest  secrecy  is  maintained  as  to  their 
name  and  character.  Even  the  omnipotent  Czar  respects  the  priv- 
ileges of  the  place. 

The  institution  at  Moscow  is  on  a  similarly  gigantic  scale,  and 
is  managed  after  the  same  liisbiun. 

The  empress  is  the  mother  of  the  foundlings,  which,  bi  it  ob- 
served, are  mostly  the  children  of  such  as  can  not  or  do  hot  <icsire 
to  keep  their  offspring.  Free  access,  on  appointed  days,  i;*  permit- 
ted to  the  parents  of  the  children;  and,  under  special  circum- 
stances, the  empress  will  permit  a  child  to  be  reinove<l  from  the 
institution,  if  the  parents  pj-ove  their  means  and  disposition  to 
support  it  properly. 

Kohl,  who  gives  us  particular,  and  even  minute  accounts  of 
the  management  and  arrdngemeni  of  the  public  hospitals,  makes 
no  mention  whatever  of  the  syphilitic  wards.  The  high  system  of 
efficiency  in  which  the  military  infirmaries  are  maintained  might 
have  encourixged  a  hope  for  more  deUiiled  information  on  this 
subject 

for  there  are  comparaiiTely  let*  illrpitimate  births  Ht  St.  Petorsburch  thin  in  loMt 
other  cities,  bat  he  (rives  no  tinim-*  xn  Mi|>|ivrt  thin  lufscrtioii.  ■   Golovtn. 
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CHAPTER  XXTT. 

SWEDEN    ANU    NORWAY. 

CompitrBtive  Morality. — lUeRilimaey. — Profliency  in  Stockholm. — In(uiticidi\ — 
Foundliii{(  Hu8pital». — Kiura  BHrnbl■^tl^t, — Luws  aguinst  Pro«titauon. — Toi^-in- 
jion. — Gorommeiit  Brotbelg. — Syphiliti. — Miirriai;e  in  Norway. 

The  ancient  Scandinavian  peninsula,  land  of  tlie  Scald  and  the 
Rone,  with  its  Vikings  and  Bcisckcrs,  has  sent  down  to  us  many 
a  legend  of  war  and  conquest,  but  few  ol"  social  manners  or  moral 
relations.  The  high  esteem  in  which  the  ancient  Germans  held 
their  women,  and  the  affinity  of  laws  and  customs  between  the 
Norsemen  and  the  Teutons,  justify  us  in  believing  that  the  blue- 
eyed  maids  of  tJic  Scandinavian  heroes  were  as  much  respected  for 
virtue  aa  beloved  for  beauty.  The  eternal  virgins  in  the  Walhalla 
of  Western  mythology  were  not  associated  with  the  grosser  pic  as- 
ures  with  which  the  impure  fancy  of  tba  Koran  invested  the  houris 
of  the  Mohammedan  Panidise ;  and  the  Noi-semen,  through  their 
posterity,  the  Normans,  intnxhiced,  among  the  other  amenities  of 
chivalry,  that  prominent  obligation  of  true  knighthood,  "  devoir 
uux  (ianies"  perhaj)8  not  the  least  humanizing  incident  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

Passing,  by  a  long  stride,  at  once  to  modern  times,  we  :ind  in 
the  joint  kingdom  of  Sweden  and  Norway  two  territories  a.i  flis- 
tinct  in  their  s<x-ial  condition  as  they  are  in  their  geographical 
divisions.  Norway  has  always  been  remarkable  for  a  simple  and 
hardy  population  of  fishermen  and  small  farmers,  elements  in  the 
highest  degree  favorable  to  virtue  and  independence,  and  their 
poverty  and  isolation  from  the  contiuentid  intertstjj  of  Europe  have 
exempted  them  from  jwlitiea  and  w^ar.  Sweden,  on  the  other 
hand,  though  n<Jt  much  wealthier  as  a  nation,  has  had  an  heredit- 
ary nobility,  and  the  ambition  and  ability  of  some  of  her  inouarcha, 
especially  of  the  great  Gustavu^,  caused  her  to  play  a  part  in  his- 
tory wholly  disproportionate!  to  her  territorial  importance.  If, 
however,  the  historical  significance  of  Sweden  In-  somewhat  great- 
er than  that  of  the  less  pretentious  sister  kingdom,  statistics  do  not 
accord  to  the  former  the  same  estimation,  in  point  of  morals,  aa 
they  concede  to  the  latter. 
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The  ftveragf  of  illegitim^tf  birtlis,  ilioiigli  not  infalliblf,  is  gi-u- 
crally  accfpted  as  a  fair  u-st  cf  t!u-  iiiiiiioniiit\  of  a  ptxiple.  Taken 
bv  iliis  standard,  Sweden  niiiks  lower  than  uliiiost  any  country  ol' 
Eui'oj.h;.  But  it'  the  character  of  the  general  population  be  indif- 
ferent, that  of  SlcK'khohn  "  out-Herods  ilerod." 

Ill  Stockholm,  ill  la8H,  ther»*  were  1137  illegitimate  to  1577  le- 
gitimate; in  1839  there  weiv  1074  illegitimate  to  1492  legitimate 
births. 

The  average  of  illegitimate  to  other  births  in  the  capital  and 
thmiighout  the  country  was  :is  follows:' 


^'- 


I9U. 


In  Slockholm ■  I  in    2-+* 

In  othiT  tow  lis I  tin    6-18 

In  the  miintrv ;  1  ir  20'4I 

Tbniuchout  the  kingdom. .|  1  in  15*20 


I  In  3-47. 
I  in  fi-18 
I  ill  20-(ll 
1  in  U-6» 


iinlfSS 
1  in  «-«0 
I  in  JOOI 
1  in  14'»4 


As  regards  the  avenige  of  the  whole  kiiigtlom,  the  proportion 
is  much  the  same  as  that  of  England  and  France.  What,  then, 
must  Vx'  the  condition  of  the  town.s,  and,  in  |iarticul(ir,  of  the  cap- 
ital T"  The  figures  are  such  as  to  justify  the  allegation  agaiiust 
Stockholm  of  being  the  most  immoral  capital  in  Europe,  and  also 
the  presumption  that  the  late  decrease  in  its  population,  from 
which  it  is  but  recently  n-covering,  is  a  diri;ct  eonsfqueiice  of 
the  vice  that  stains  it. 

"With  so  large  an  amount  of  illegitimacy,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
in&ntieide  should  be  of  commun  <K-currenee.  The  p<'nalty  of  ihia 
crime  is  death,  although,  from  a  growing  aversion  to  capital  pun- 
ishment, it  is  gencnilly  comiiuited. 

There  are  numerous  fuiuulling  hospitals  throngiiout  the  king- 
dom of  Sweiliii;  one  in  particular,  the  Stora  Bnrnhor.tt  in  St'xsk- 
holm,  ts!abli.slM"d  by  Gnstavus  Adolphus,  originally  intended  for 
th-'  chiiilren  of  militjiry  men  of  broken  health  and  Ibrtuncs.  It 
has  be«-n  perverted  from  the  simplicity  of  its  original  foundation, 
and  imw  receives  children  of  nil  comers,  who  pay  an  entTaiice  fee 
of  alioiit  ihiity-live  dollars.  No  questions  an-  asked  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  an  infant  to  the  asylum,  and,  excepting  the  fe<',  it  is  in 
no  re.-ij)eet  different  from  the  oRlinarv  foundling  ho.spitals.  This 
verv  fee.  however,  it  i.H  considered  by  some  writers,  makes  all  the 
differiMice,  as  it  in  some  measure  justifies  those  parents  who,  hav- 
ing adequate  means,  choose  to  release  themselves  f>f  the  care  and 

<  Swedish  Re|!iairar-Gener«l'«  Reports.  1838.  1839. 
Baron  Gall's  Rciwr  Jurrli  Sch«c<ien,  Bremen.   18.38 ;  l^aXng't  Tonr  thrnu^h 
Swedi-n  ;    Baron  Vim  StrumbrL-k  l)urst<llunniT.  1>I4<I. 


SWEDEN  AND  NORWAY. 


27d 


expense  of  their  offspring,  and  who  use  thi^  puyment  iis  a  salve  to 
their  conaciences,  consiilering  iLat  thi-y  have  tu  that  extent  done 
their  duty.  The  Stoni  Barnhoret  i.s  wealthy,  having  an  income 
of  above  one  hundred  and  filVy  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

In  IS'dti,  prostitution  was  forliidden,  by  express  enactment, 
throtiglioiit  all  Sweden,  and  women  who  had  not  a  legally  recog- 
nized ixx'upation  were  liable  to  imprisonment  as  disorderly  char- 
acters. The  prostituti',  of  course,  came  within  the  category.  It 
was  asst'rted  at  the  time  that  there  was  no  couuiiou  prostitution, 
but  a  counter  .statement  was  niade  hy  the  jurist  Angeiot,  who  al- 
tirmed  that  t-very  house  ofentertiiininent  was  a  brothel,  and  every 
s<'rvanl  a  lixjsc  woman. 

This  prohibitory  system  did  not  work  so  well  as  had  been  an- 
ticipated, and  in  1837  a  change  was  effected.  A  large  hotel  was 
taken  by  the  corporation,  and,  after  the  plan  of  various  cities  in 
the  Middle  Ages,  was  managed  by  public  othcei-s.  Tlius  a  gov- 
ernment brotiiel  W!is  established.  Nor  did  this  lewdness  \>y  au- 
thority have  the  desired  effect.  The  hrothcl  was  tilled  with  women, 
but  no  customers  api)eared.  Private  brothels  were  resorted  to  for 
a  time,  and  were  opened  under  regular  licfiust's.  They  have  now 
disappeared,  and  as  the  iiietheicnt  police  management  nevi-r  suc- 
ceeded in  repressing  illicit  pro.stitution,  even  while  tolerated  broth- 
els were  in  existence,  it  will  surprise  no  one  to  learn  that  Stock- 
holm is  now  (MM?  vast,  seething  hot-bed  of  private  harlotry. 

There  are  Lock  Hospitals  throughout  Sweden,  established  by 
puVilie  fund.s,  and  kept  up  by  direct  tiixjition  as  a  eluirge  upon  the 
municipal  rate.*.  The  8t<j<'khulm  II<»spital  fur  syphilis  in  1832 
received  st-ven  hUBtired  and  one  patients,  of  whom  one  himtlred 
and  forty -eigiitw^rafeom  the  country,  and  the  remainder  from 
the  city.  The  c4H4R^  containeil  in  that  year  33,581  j)eim>n8  of 
both  sexes  iii  '    of  fifteen,  consequently  one  person  m 

every  SKCtij-oiie  W^^^maed  with  .syphilis. 

The  superii^^^^H^  of  society  in  Sweden  is  certainly  not 
such  S8  here  d^^^pE  The  upper  classes  are  cultivated,  polite, 
and  observant  oWil  the  usual  refinements  of  mixlern  society, 
while  to  the  humbler  classes,  exeej>ting  that  intercourse  is  fi-e« 
and  unrestrained  among  them,  there  is  no  ground  for  attributing 
any  unusual  departure  from  modesty  and  propriety.  Neither  are 
the  laws  reinarka!)ly  stringent:  although  difticulties  are  thrown 
in  the  way  of  affiliation,  they  are  the  same  in  principle  as  those 
which  have  been  adopted  by  the  motlem  statute  law  of  England. 
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Stiil,  that  there  is  such  an  excess  of  inmiorality  can  not  be  JoTil'li.il. 
1  he  official  stiitiaties  of  the  country  j)rove  it,  were  any  possible 
doubt  thrown  upon  the  statements  ol'  the  many  travelers,  of  the 
highest  repute  for  correctness  and  reliability,  who  have  noticed  it. 
The  latest  publication  upon  the  matter  is  from  Bayard  Taylor, 
who,  wiiting  from  Stockliolm  inider  date  May  1.  1857,  say.«. 

"  I  must  not  clone  this  letter  without  saying  a  word  about  its  (Stockholm's) 
morals.  It  has  been  called  tlie  mist  liceutioiu  eity  in  Europe,  and  I  Lave 
no  doubt  with  the  nuirt  jierfect  justice.  Vienna  may  suqmss  it  in  the 
amount  of  conjugal  iufideUty,  but  certainly  not  in  general  incontinence. 
Very  nearly  half  the  registered  births  are  illegitimnte,  to  say  miihinp  of  the 
illegitiniate  children  bom  in  wedlock.  Of  tlie  serTOnt-girLs,  nhoji-girls,  and 
seamstresseg  in  the  city,  it  is  very  safe  to  say  that  scarcely  one  out  of  a 
hundred  Is  chaste,  while,  as  rakish  young  Swedes  have  coolly  informed  me, 
a  large  proportion  of  girls  of  respectable  parentaj.i;  iin-  no  l>ettcr.  Tlie  men, 
of  course,  are  much  worse  than  the  women,  nod  even  in  Paris  one  sees  fewer 
physical  signs  of  cjtcessive  debauchery.  Llere  the  number  of  bmken-down 
young  men  and  blear-eyed,  hoary  sinners  is  astonishing.  I  have  never  been 
in  any  place  where  licentiousness  was  so  oi)en  and  avowed,  and  yet  where 
the  slang  of  a  sham  morality  was  so  prevalent.  There  are  n<j  houses  of 
prostitution  in  Stockholm,  and  the  city  would  be  scandalized  at  the  idea  of 
allowing  such  a  thing.  A  few  yejirs  ago  two  were  established,  and  the  fact 
was  no  sooner  kiinwn  than  a  virtuous  mob  arose  and  violently  pulled  them 
down.  At  the  restaurants  ymuig  blades  order  their  dinners  of  the  female 
waiters  with  an  arm  anmnd  their  waists,  while  the  old  men  place  their  hands 
unbliL«hingly  ujxm  their  Ixisoms.  AH  the  baths  in  Stockholm  are  attended 
by  women  (genenilly  middle-aged  and  hideous,  I  must  confess),  who  per- 
form the  usual  scrubbing  and  sham])ooing  with  the  greatest  nonchalance. 
One  does  not  wonder  when  he  is  told  of  young  men  who  have  jmssed  safely 
through  the  ordeals  of  Berlin  and  Paris,  and  have  come  at  last  to  Stockholm 
to  be  niined.  •  ♦  «  *  Which  is  l«a<t,  a  city  Wte  Stockholm,  where 
prostitution  is  prohibited,  or  New  York,  where  it  is  tacitly  allowed,  or  Ham- 
burg, where  it  is  legalized  ?"  A~     ' 

We  have  spoken  of  the  difference  betwopn  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way in  their  moral  relations.  At  first  tli  i  apparent,  for 
illegitimaoy  is  ns  frequent  in  one  as  the  other;  Init  there  are  at- 
tendant qualifj'ing  circumstances,  which  go  to  constitute  a  materi- 
al variation  in  the  conehxsiou  to  he  drawn  from  the  unexplained 
fiwjt  We  may  remark  that  street-walking  and  open  prostitution 
are  rare.  Dlegitimacy  is  of  considerable  extent,  averaging  one  in 
five,  or,  in  some  parts,  one  in  three  of  the  total  births. 

The  people  are  betrothed  by  the  practice  of  the  Lutheran 
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Church  a  long  time  before  the  actual  marriage.  This  is  consid- 
fred  fis  nothing  more  than  a  wholesome  check  upon  Inistv  uniona 
in  a  genera]  point  of  view.  In  Norway,  however,  this  probation- 
ary period  is  extended  to  a  limit  beyond  the  endurance  of  flesh 
and  blcKxl.  The  wedding  is  a  prodigious  merry-making,  and  it 
is  absolutely  indispensable  that  the  means  for  an  extravuganl  hos- 
pitality should  have  been  accumulated  before  the  parties  dare  at- 
ti^mpt  the  public  ceremony.  The  profusion  i.s  so  great  as  some- 
times to  dissipate  a  whole  year's  earnings.  The  obligation  to  this 
expense  increases  the  delay  required  by  the  Church,  and  it  fre- 
quently happen.s  that  the  affianced  cohabit  before  the  nuptial 
benediinion  is  pronounced.  As  the  betrothal  is  a  half-maixiage, 
th?  arrangement  loses  part  of  its  ofiensive  character  in  the  eyes 
of  the  parties  themselves,  and  also  of  their  neighbors.  The  chil- 
dren are  legitimatized  by  the  subsequent  marriage,  which  takes 
place  in  by  far  the  largest  number  of  cases.  In  those  o<iCttsional 
instances  where  the  wedding  ceremony  is  not  duly  completed, 
there  is  a  particular  legal  act  by  which  a  child  e^n  Ix*  acknowl- 
edged. Failure  of  marriage  under  such  circumstances,  or  failure 
of  natural  duty  to  oftspring,  is  against  the  .*<cntiment  of  the  people. 
While  these  facts  do  not  alter  the  actual  etjncubinage  or  illegiti- 
macy, it  is  easy  to  understand  that  a  considerable  difterence  exists 
between  such  conduitt,  however  reprehensible,  ami  those  habits 
which  may  be  fairly  characterized  as  licentiousness  or  pR>fligacy. 
Noi-way  is  very  far  from  being  free  of  syphilis.  Bayard  Taylor 
says,  '•  Bergen  is,  as  I  am  informed,  terribly  scourged  by  venereal 
diseases.  Certainly  1  do  not  remember  a  place  where  there  are 
so  few  men,  tall,  strong,  and  well  made  as  the  people  generally 
ari',  without  some  visible  mark  of  di-sease  or  deformity.  A  phy- 
sician of  the  city  has  recently  endeavored  to  cure  syphilis  in  its 
secondary  stage  by  means  of  inoculation,  having  first  tried  the 
e.xperinient  upon  himself,  and  there  is  now  a  hospitjil  where  this 
form  of  treatment  is  practiced  upon  two  or  three  hundred  patients, 
with  the  greatest  success,  another  physician  informed  me.  I  in- 
tended to  have  xnsited  it,  but  the  sight  of  a  few  cases  around  the 
door  so  sickened  me  that  I  had  no  courage  to  undertake  the  task." 
We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  the  malady  exists 
with  the  same  virulence  in  the  interior  as  on  the  coast.  The  habits 
of  the  ptMjple  would  seem  adverse  to  the  suppositioK  tiiat  it  does. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

c;REAT   BRITAIN. — HISTORY   TO  THK  TIMK   OK  THE  COMMOX- 

WKALTM. 

AboriKiiinl  Moruls  nnil  I.nw«. — .\iii:li>-SHx<>n  Lccislation. — lotroduiMion  of  rhris- 
liniiitv. — St.  AnpiLMiuc. — IVtwtitiifinii  in  ilic  Niiitli  Ccnninr. — Coon  Exanigile. 
— NoniiBii  Ej«ili. — FiMiilal  I.unii  and  their  IiiHm-nifs. — Civil  unci  l■>^•l<'«ia^Ii^•nl 
Coiiri-.  —  tieni'inl  Dcjuinitv.  —  Etr<'<i>  of  Chivalrj'.  —  Knir  KoKiiniond. — .Fun"! 
Sbort-. — Henry  VIIJ.— Elizabeth.— James  1. 

The  tiret  references  to  prostitution  wliieb  we  find  in  the  WDrks 
of  the  eurly  Britislt  annalists  are  K(j  vague  that  it  is  liitlienh  to 
derive  from  them  any  very  definite  idea  as  to  its  extent  and  eUar- 
acler.  Among  the  crude  etlbrt«  at  legislation  there  are  laws  to 
enforce  chastity  among  women,  but  whether  the  necessity  for 
these  enactments  was  owing  to  general  licentiousness  or  to  the 
existence  of  a  regular  cljiss  of  prostitutes  does  not  ajjpeur. 

At  the  pTKxi  of  llie  Konuui  inva-sinn,  the  morals  of  tlic'  Hritons 
were  ai*  low  as  might  be  expected  from  their  notnndic  habits. 
The  populatinn  was  divided  into  small  communities  of  men  and 
wortieii,  who  appear  In  Itavf  lived  pronu.scuously,  no  woman  being 
attju'hed  to  any  particular  nuui,  but  all  cohabiting  according  to  iii- 
eiinatioD,  the  carnal  instinct  being  the  feeling  which  regulated 
si-xual  intercourse.  A  sort  of  marriage  was  inslitnted,  but  with 
no  idea  that  either  of  the  parti««  to  it  should  Ix-  restricted  by  ita 
obligations.  Its  only  object  .seemed  to  be  to  jirovide  means  for 
rearing  the  i;hildifii,  and  to  fi.\  somewheix'  the  rei<ponsibility  of 
their  nurtni-e  and  su[)port.  A  society  con.stituted  as  this  was  can, 
of  course,  l>e  considered  scarcely  a  step  removed  from  barbarism. 
The  regulation  to  provide  for  the  children  was  necessary  to  piv- 
vent  depopulation ;  its  tendency  was  to  remove  from  the  woman's 
path  every  obstacle  to  lust;  over  the  man  it  exercised  but  very 
slight  control. 

A  still  farther  pi-oof  of  the  demoralized  condition  of  the  people 
ip  found  in  the  gross  ceremonies  attending  these  marriages.  The 
man  appeared  on  his  wedding  day  ilres.s<d  in  all  the  rude  trap- 
pings of  the  time;  the  woman  was  entinly  naked.  A  repulsive 
eoarscnesB  marked  their  licentiousness,  and  the  rudeness  of  man- 
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ners  was  nowhere  more  conspicuous  thuu  in  tbc  relationa  existing 
betwetu  the  sexes. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Anglo-Saxons  irnpoitetl  into  En- 
gland the  laws  and  customs  prevailing  in  their  own  cnuntrv.  The 
rules  they  made  against  adultery  were  frightt'ully  aevea-.  VV'hen  a 
couple  were  detected  in  the  commission  of  the  offense,  the  woman 
was  compelled  to  commit  suicide,  to  avoid  the  givaler  tortures 
awaitiiij;  her  if  she  ivfused.  Her  body  was  then  pl.'ieed  on  a  pile 
of  i)rushvvu(Ml  and  eim^umed.  Nor  did  her  partner  in  guilt  t'8«-Ujpe 
punishment;  he  was  usually  put  tt)  death  on  the  s[)uT  where  her  ash- 
es lay  collected.  These  penalties  would  aj)peur  to  be  sufficientl}-  se- 
vof .  iiiii  ill  some  instanecs  worse  wt-iv  inflicted.  Where  the  erase 
was  oue  of  ptjculiar  aggravation,  the  adultei-ess  was  hunted  down 
by  a  number  of  infuriate  demireps  of  her  own  .sex,  t^ach  armed 
with  a  club,  a  kniie,  or  some  other  formidable  weapon,  and  stab- 
bed or  beaten  to  death.  If  one  party  of  her  pursuere  became 
weary  of  the  spoit,  another  took  their  places  until  the  victim  ex- 
pired beneath  the  blows. 

These  extremely  rigid  ideas  of  ihc  Anglo-Saxons  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  eonsisient,  for  while  adultery  wa."  punished  in  the 
severe  manner  descriUnl,  incest  was  not  only  permitted,  but  com- 
monly practiced ;  and  it  was  even  the  custom  for  relations  to  mar 
ry  within  the  closest  degrees  of  consanguinity. 

But  they  were  not  long  located  in  England  before  the  more  sav- 
age traits  of  their  character  were  softened  down,  and  the  women 
soon  Ibund  amusement  more  suitable  to  their  sex  thim  that  of 
chjising  their  erring  si-sters  as  quarry.  The  marriage  ceirmonies 
also  assumed  a  more  refined  and  decent  character,  although  the 
wife  continued  to  be  n-gularly  purchased  by  her  hu.sband.  and  the 
contraei  was  still  cou.sidcred  a  mere  matter  of  bargain  and  salt-. 
B_\  the  laws  of  Ethelbert  marriageable  women  were  made  com- 
modities of  barter,  and  enactments  of  this  character  are  to  be  found 
iu  (existence  long  subsequent  to  his  reign. 

As  the  Anglo-Saxons  were  a  hardy,  vigorous  race,  and  existed 
chiefly  by  hunting,  fishing,  and  a  rude  and  imperfect  .system  of 
agriculture,  it  is  not  probal>le  that  prostitution  exi.'<t<'d  among  them 
to  any  great  extent  The  fatigues  of  the  chase  and  field  exhausted 
the  energy  of  the  body,  and  diminished  the  desire  and  eajiaeity 
for  sexual  indulgence,  ami,  living  in  small  detached  connnunitiea 
as  thev  did,  they  knew  nothing  of  the  stimulating  incentives  of 
citv  lifi-. 
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Yet  that  prostitutes  existed,  and  lived  by  the  wages  ol'  tbuir 
profession,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  \vom«-n  (who  wert-  uimtlt'il 
by  law  to  hold  and  dispose  of  property)  bequeathed  theii'  wciuth 
to  their  daughters,  with  the  occasional  stipulation  that  they  should 
live  ehaste  lives  in  the  event  of  their  remaining  single,  and  not 
earn  money  by  prostituting  their  persons. 

In  the  reign  of  Canute  a  law  wjis  enacted  by  which  any  one 
found  guilty  of  adultery  was  to  be  punished  by  the  loss  ut  the 
uosc  and  the  ears.'  In  the  coui-se  of  time  the  crime  came  to  be 
punished  by  a  fine  paid  to  the  husband  of  tho  woman.  This  jien- 
alty  soon  fell  into  disrepute,  as  it  wjis  found  that  some  husbands 
and  wives  took  advantage  of  it  to  e.xtort  tines  from  persons  pos- 
s»?ssing  mo«?  money  than  prudence.  By  a  subs<'quent  enactment 
the  male  adult<:^rer  be«mie  the  pn5])«^rty  of  the  king,  who  might 
send  him  to  the  wars,  or  employ  him  at  hard  lal)or  as  he  plejtsed. 
By  a  law  of  Edgar's  time  the  adulleivi'  of  either  sex  was  compel- 
led to  live,  for  three  days  in  each  week,  on  bivad  and  water  for 
seven  years.  This  was  treating  the  evil  on  physiological  princi- 
ples. 

We  can  not  infer  any  very  strict  condition  of  morals  as  the  re- 
sult of  this  harsh  legislation.  When  punishjjient  is  carried  to  an 
extreme  entirely  disjiroportioned  to  the  offense,  it  is  as  likely  to 
fail  in  its  object  as  mistaken  lenity.  Forgery  and  ars<3n  were  more 
frequent  in  England  wli'-u  punished  with  death  than  they  are  at 
present;  and  although  we  have  no  statistics  of  the  time  from  which 
we  can  deduce  any  positive  conclusions,  we  may  reasonably  im- 
agine that  neither  the  death  penalty,  nor  tlie  other  barbarou*  juin- 
ishmentK  substituted  for  it,  exercised.any  very  powerful  influence 
in  the  diminution  of  the  crime  among  our  hardy  progenitors.  It 
may  have  twught  them  greater  caution  and  dissimulation  in  the 
j)rose<!Ution  of  their  evil  purposes,  but  it  did  not  render  them  the 
less  eager  to  profit  by  the  opfKjrtunities  thrown  in  their  way. 

It  has  been  already  shown  that  the  founders  of  Christianity 
treated  illicit  sexual  indulgence  as  a  sin,  and  resorted  to  cxneme 
measures  for  its  suppression,  but  yet,  to  .some  extent,  tolerated 
prostitution.  Shortly  after  he  had  e.staVilLshed  himself  in  Britain, 
Augustine  put  some  curious  queries  to  the  Pope  touching  the 
manner  in  which  chastity  among  converts  to  the  new  faith  should 
Vie  enforced.  The  nature  of  these  iutt  rrogatorics  and  replies  tbi- 
bidfl  their  appearance  here.' 

■   SjKjlniBn.  ■•  Boilf,  lit.  i.  i-np.  27. 
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That  Augustine  required  U)  be  instructed  on  such  prurient  de- 
tails proves  that  he  was  a  Ijeliever  in  the  Jewish  obaervati..  -  of 
physical  ablutions  and  cleansing  of  the  person  being  nect^sjjry  to 
the  removal  of  moral  impurities,  and  that  ho  curried  his  scrutiny 
into  the  morals  of  his  flock  much  farther  than  wjis  consistent  with 
modesty  and  good  sense.  However  much  his  religious  teachings 
might  have  improved  the  manners  of  the  people,  the  regulations 
alluded  to  would  have  exercised  no  very  salutary  or  ellicacious 
influence  over  thtm. 

The  live.*  of  the  early  kings  and  rulers  of  Britain  serve  to  illus- 
trate the  morals  of  the  nation  during  their  respective  reign:*,  not 
only  by  exhibiting  individual  examples  where  the  condition  of 
the  massi's  is  hiilden  from  view,  but  by  aftbrding  us  an  index  to 
that  condition  when  it  is  considered  that  the  manners  of  the  court 
have,  in  all  ages  and  all  countries,  exercised  an  important  influ- 
ence on  those  of  the  people. 

Augustine  converted  Ethelbcrt,  but  bis  son  Endbald  deserted 
the  Christian  Church  because  it  refii.scd  its  sanction  to  his  motiier- 
in-law  becoming  his  wife.  It  is  true  that  he  afterwanl  divorced 
her,  and  returned  to  Christiauity,  but  in  this  he  was  influenced 
rather  by  satiety  than  by  the  promptings  of  a  reviving  faith. 
Many  of  the  other  kings  of  the  Heptarchy  were  as  n-markal)!''  for 
thr  headstrong  ardor  of  their  passion  as  Endbald.  Caniil)>li  of 
Wessex  had,  in  the  year  784,  an  intrigue  with  one  of  his  female 
subjects,  and  frequently  quitted  his  court  to  enjoy  her  8<x:iety  in 
the  countiA'.  During  one  ofthe.se  clandestine  excursions  he  was 
surprised  and  surrounded  in  the  night  by  the  followers  of  Kynch- 
ard,  a  rival  pretender  to  the  throne,  and  murdered  in  the  arms  of 
his  mistress. 

In  the  ninth  century  prostitution  seems  to  have  been  a  prevail- 
ing vice  throughout  the  country,  and  frequent  references  are  made 
to  it  in  the  discus.sions  of  the  period.  In  the  arguments  u.sed  in 
fevor  of  tithes,  in  the  time  of  Athelstan,  it  was  held  by  some 
canonists  that  the  clerg\'  had  a  right  to  demand  one  tenth  of  the 
profits  earned  by  prostitutes  in  the  exercise  of  their  calling.  It  is 
but  right  to  add  that  the  Church  did  not  persist  in  enforcing  this 
extraordinary  claim.' 

EdwA',  who  ascended  the  throne  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen, 
became  involved  in  a  controversy  with  the  monks  on  the  quration, 
then  first  started,  of  the  celibjicy  of  the  clergy.     The  celebrated 
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DuDstaii  favoretl  llie  new  cliK'triru-,  Imt  Kdwy  oppoeed  it.  The 
youthful  and  inexperieuced  prince  wiis  no  mutch  for  his  sagacious 
unt^onist,  as  he  S(x^n  alter  discovered.  On  the  day  of  his  coro- 
nation, which  took  place  soon  after  his  marriage  with  his  cousin 
Elgiva,  whom  he  loved  and  resolveil  to  wed,  though  she  was  with- 
in the  degrees  of  consanguinity  prohibited  by  the  Church,  his  no- 
bles were  iudulgiii"  in  the  pleasures  of  the  banquet,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  Edwy  had  stolen  away.  Dunstan  and  (,)do.  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  conjecturing  the  cause  of  his  absence,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  private  apartments  of  the  queen,  and  iuund  him  in 
her  company.  They  tore  him  from  her.  and  dj-agged  him  back  to 
the  party.  Elgivti's  face  was  seared  with  a  red-hot  iron  to  destroy 
her  beauty,  and  she  w:is  trausp<jrted  ti>  Ireland.  Her  wounds 
being  soon  healed,  anil  all  trace  of  the  injuries  removed,  she  re- 
turned to  her  own  country,  but  was  met  by  a  party  the  archbishop 
had  s«'nl  to  interexjpt  her,  and  put  to  death.  Thus,  profes.-iedly  i«i 
preserve  the  moral.s  oi  the  king,  these  high  ecclesiastics  coniinitled 
Climes  of  tar  greater  gravity  than  a  marriage  even  between  persons 
more  nearly  lelat^-il  than  B^dwy  and  KIgiva. 

Edgar,  who  succeeded  Edwy,  was  of  a  .still  more  passionate  and 
licentious  dis|>nsition.  Up  broke  into  a  convent,  and  carried  off 
one  of  the  nuns,  muned  Editha,  who  Wiis  n  tiiarkable  for  li.'.r  beau- 
ty In  the  heat  of  pjussion,  he  violated  her  person  ;  :<ad  tor  the 
double  oflensc  of  abduction  and  rajie,  the  Church,  according  lo  the 
peculiar  morality  of  the  tiine.s,  punished  him  by  com|K'lling  him 
to  re.sign  his  cmwn  for  the  period  of  seven  years.  By  a  curious 
inconaistcncy,  he  was  jjenuitled  to  retain  jx)R.session  of  Editha,  who 
liveii  wit!)  him  lus  a  concubine. 

Another  of  iiis  mistresses*  he  obtained  by  a  le.ss  violent  jjioctas. 
In  passing  through  Andover,  he  accidentally  met  the  daughter 
of  a  neightMtnng  noble,  who  fascinated  him  by  her  remarkable 
beauty.  Listening  only  to  the  suggestion  ot  his  passion.  h<-  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  the  residence  of  th<-  maiden's  motliei,  and, 
informing  her  of  the  violent  love  with  which  she  iiad  inspired 
him,  demanded  that  she  should  be  permitti:d  to  share  his  l)ed  that 
night.  The  mother,  fearing  to  excite  the  king's  anger  by  a  re- 
fusal, resorted  to  a  stratagem,  by  which  she  hoped  to  .vade  bis 
wrath,  and,  at  the  .sjime  time,  preserve  the  chastity  of  her  daugh- 
ter. She  drn>cted  .1  handsome  waiting-maid  to  intnxluce  herself 
into  the  young  lady's  chamber,  and  the  king  wa.<=  admitted  after 
dark.     When  Edgar  discoverwJ  the  trick  which  had  In'en  [ilayed  1 
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on  bim,  he  matiifVsted  no  rt-st-nttru-iit,  and  tlio  accidental  partrnT 
of  his  bed  becaiuf  afterward  his  t'avorite  mistress. 

These  were  not  bis  only  amours.  Elfrida,  daughter  of  the  Karl 
of  iV'Vonshirt",  wa.-<  distinguished  by  e.xtraordiuarv  beauty,  and 
the  tiiiiii'  oCher  charms  reached  the  court,  although  she  resided  iti 
tb'-  loniitrv  ill  strict  retirement,  and  had  never  been  a  mile  fmm 
home.  Edgar,  bearing  of  her  beauty,  and  doubting  whether  her 
ap|>earaiicf  justified  the  extravagant  praise  lavisliedon  it, sent  one 
of  his  trusti'd  favorites.  Earl  Athelwold,  to  her  lather's  residence 
to  maki'  a  report  to  him  on  the  subjci-t.  Athelwold  himself,  bice 
manv  a  similar  envoy,  fell  in  love  witii  the  yoiuig  laily,  and  in- 
fonned  the  king  that  rumor  had  greatly  exaggerated  her  merits, 
and  that  slie  wasjKwitively  ungainly.  This  was  .^nftieient  to  allay 
the  king's  curiosity,  and  Atbelwokl  shortly  afteiward  .secuR'd  the 
younsr  lady's  hand  in  marriage.  He  explained  the  matter  to  Ed- 
gar bv  H'Tiiarking  that  it  was  her  Ibrtiiiie  whirh  induced  him  to 
overlook  her  homely  features.  Tlic  king  desired  him  to  intro- 
duce her  at  court,  and  Athelwold  persistently  refusing,  the  king 
suspected  the  true  stiite  of  the  ease.  U*-  intimated  to  the  earl 
that  he  had  determined  to  visit  the  castle  when-  she  resided,  and 
the  husband,  dreswliiig  the  consequences,  imploivfl  his  wife  to  oni- 
c«'al  her  beauty  as  much  as  possi})]i'.  Elfrida,  woman-like,  did 
preci.^i'ly  tlie  contrary,  and  set  off  her  charms  by  the  richest  and 
most  b.eoniing  toilette  in  her  wardrobe.  Edgar  was  so  enraged 
at  til'  deception  pnieticed  on  him  that  he  put  the  unfortunate  earl 
to  d"-ath,  and  nuirried  the  widow. 

The  infusion  of  Danish  blow!  does  not  seem  to  have  exercised 
an  improving  influence  on  Anglo-Saxon  manners.  Judging  from 
the  following,  the  contrary  may  be  inferred. 

Ethelnd  kept  a  immber  of  Danish  troops  in  his  pay,  who  were 
stationed  in  dif^'freiit  parts  of  thr  country.  A  complaint  was  nutde 
to  the  king  that  the  Danes  had  attained  such  a  [)ili'!i  of  ti^finement, 
an<l  made  such  an  advance  in  luxury,  that  they  eomln-d  iln-ir  hair 
daily,  and  were  guilty  of  other  acts  of  personal  end)cJlishment 
equally  reprehensible.  Worse  still,  it  was  averre<l  that  th<'  wom- 
en looked  with  favor  on  these  practices  of  the  Danes,  and  that  the 
latter  debauched  the  wives  and  datighters  of  the  English,  and  ili.s- 
grai-ed  the  nation.'  It  is  evident  that  women  who  could  thus 
easily  be  led  away  were  only  virtui>us  from  the  want  of  oppor- 
tunity. 

■  W.illinirf'oni. 
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The  legislation  of  this  perioil  sliows  that  prostitution  was  not 
only  tolerated,  but  indirfctly  encouraged. 

If  a  man  st'duced  the  wife  of  another,  he  was  compelled,  by  an 
early  Saxon  law,  to  pay  a  fine  to  the  husband,  and  to  juixMire  for 
him  another  woman,  whom  he  was  to  remunerate  t'uv  admiiting 
him  to  her  bed.'  This  was  not  oidy  oflering  a  diiect  premium  to 
prostitution  by  providing  for  the  debauching  of  a  woman  every 
lime  another  chose  tt)  be  seduced,  but  it  shows  that  female!!  were 
in  the  habit  of  cohabiting  with  men  for  hire.  The  fines  for  adul- 
tery were  graduated  according  to  the  rank  of  the  wonuin.  If  she 
liLippened  to  be  the  wife  of  a  nobleman,  her  chastity  wjl^  valued 
at  tho  moderate  siun  of  six  pounds  sterling  (about  thirty  dollars); 
while  the  wife  of  a  churl  brought  to  her  husband  as  a  salve  for 
his  injured  honor  alx)Ut  a  dollar  and  a  half.  The  effect  of  these 
enactments  could  not  but  exercise  a  demoralizing  and  injurious 
influence  on  the  manners  of  the  people.  Tbey  n-duced  the  esti- 
mate of  female  chastity  to  that  of  a  cheap  murketable  commodity, 
wliose  loss  could  be  repaid  by  a  small  money  compensation. 

By  the  laws  of  Ethelbert  a  man  wai«  pej-mitted  to  buy  a  wife, 
provided  the  purchase  was  made  openly,  and  many  such  transac- 
tions art!  recorded,  the  price  being  sometimes  paid  down  in  money, 
and  8om«'times  in  palfreys  and  other  kiutls  of  property.  Tlie  prac- 
tice, however,  wiis  soon  niwliiied,  and  it  became  necessary-  to  ob- 
tain the  consent  of  the  bride.  The  husband  was  compelled  to 
support  and  protect  her,  and  to  treat  her  with  resp<'et.  A  couple 
desirous  of  contracting  marriage  wen^  formally  betrothed  in  pres- 
ence of  the  priest,  and  this  practice,  having  something  of  an  eccle- 
siastical obligation  without  any  of  its  legal  foive,  was  fi-equently 
pn)ductive  of  the  same  evil  consequences  as  in  Norway  at  the 
presj'nt  day.  This  custom  of  betrothal  pievailed  down  to  the 
time  of  EiizaV>eth. 

The  Normans  introduced  into  England,  if  not  a  higher  stand- 
ard of  morals,  at  least  a  greater  refinement  in  vice.  Their  laws 
were  moulded  by  the  spirit  of  the  Teudid  system  which  they  im- 
ported with  them.  Under  their  sway  society  was  divided  into 
two  classes — feudal  lords  and  their  vassals.  The  lord  could  dis- 
pose of  the  person  and  proiKTty  of  the  vassal,  limited,  indeed,  by 
certain  re.strictions,  but  still  leaving  «:>  much  power  in  his  bands 
aR  to  render  the  latter  a  virtiial  slave. 

Thus,  by  the  laws  of  the  time,  a  v.'is.sal  who  seduced  or  debauch- 
'  hee^f  SHXonicK. 
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ed  his  lord's  wife  or  near  rehitive,  or  who  even  took  improper 
liberties  with  tlieiii,  might  be  punished  by  the  forfeiture  of  his 
land.  When  a  barou  died,  the  estate  escheated  to  the  king,  wlio 
took  immediate  p<jssession,  and  kept  it  until  the  heir  applied  to 
do  hoin;i<fe  for  il,  and  pay  such  a  fee  as  the  king  might  demand. 
I£  the  heir  happened  to  be  a  minor,  the  king  retained  possession 
of  the  estate  until  he  reached  his  majority ;  and  when  the  inherit- 
ance devolved  ou  a  female,  the  king  might  give  her  any  husband 
he  thought  proper.  He  often  turned  this  privilege  to  account  by 
selling  the  right  to  the  hand  and  fortune  of  an  heiress.  Geoffrey 
dc  Mandeville  jiaid  Henry  III.  a  sum  equal  to  about  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  permission  to  wed  Isabel,  countess  of  Gloucester, 
with  the  right  to  all  her  lauds  and  revenues.  Even  a  male  heir 
could  not  select  his  own  bride  except  by  purchasing  permission 
from  the  king,  otherwise  he  had  to  accept  his  majesty's  choice. 

We  have  no  means  of  estimating  the  amount  of  licentiousness 
arising  irom  these  arbitraiy  regulations,  but  we  oidy  requin-  a 
little  acquaintance  with  human  nature  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  they  must  have  been  a  prolific  source  of  vice.  The  husband 
being  selected  by  the  king  from  purely  mercenary  or  interested 
motives,  no  attention  was,  of  course,  paid  to  disparity  of  ages,  or 
other  circumstances  on  which  the  purity  of  the  mairiage-bed  tle- 
pends.  When  the  inclinations  are  forced  in  this  way,  women,  Jis 
well  as  men,  are  apt  to  revenge  themselves  on  their  partners  l>y 
seeking  illicit  enjoyments.  Men-enary  marriages,  when  projected, 
as  they  are  even  in  our  day,  from  sordid  motives  on  the  part  of 
parents  or  guardians,  almost  invariably  lead  to  infidelity,  and 
many  an  old  dotard,  who  forces  hmiself  upon  a  girl  under  age, 
merely  serves  as  a  screen  for  her  clandestine  amours. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  grave  disputes  occurred  between  the 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  courts  on  the  subject  of  bastardy.  The 
common  law  deemed  all  children  to  be  dlegitimate  who  had  Iwen 
born  before  marriage.  By  the  canon  law  they  were  held  to  be 
legitimate  if  the  parents  married  subsequent  to  their  birth. 

When  a  dispute  of  inheritance  arose,  it  was  customary  for  the 
civil  to  issue  writs  to  the  spiritual  courts,  directing  an  inquiry  to 
be  institut«»d  into  the  legitimacy  of  the  claimants;  and  as  the 
bishops  always  returned  answers  in  accordance  with  the  canon 
law,  all  persons  whose  parents  had  married  at  any  period  were 
legitimate.  When  it  is  considered  how  strongly  most  parents  feel 
for  the  honor  of  their  offspring,  the  tendein-y  of  such  decisions  to 
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increase  prostitution  hccoincs  uitjiairni.  It  may  becousidered  un- 
just to  inflict  di.sabilitioi  oii  tlic  child  for  the  sins  of  the  parent, 
but  such  penalties  undoubtedly  have  the  effect  of  imposing  a  check 
upon  concubinage. 

Wf  liiivf  stated  that  ihc  king  claimed  the  diajxisal  of  the  hands 
and  fortunes  of  heir«*sseH :  the  barons  claimed  ii  still  preat<"r  privi- 
lege froni  their  t*'!^!!!!.^.  In  some  kR'ftlities  the  feudal  lord  insisted 
upi>n  eiijiiying  the  pei-son  of  one  of  the  diiughteiM  of  each  tenant 
wlio  bup])ened  to  be  blessed  with  a  plurality  of  them.  He  »eturn- 
ed  her  to  her  parents  within  ;i  given  time. 

Kveiv  extreme  is  (oilnwcd  by  u  reaction  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion. The  abject  condition  of  women,  us  indicated  by  the  fore- 
going f:ict*i,  led  tu  the  institution  uf  chivalr\-,  which  elevated  her 
frt)in  the  position  of  jt  shive,  snid  the  mere  instrument  of  sensual 
gratiticiition,  to  that  almost  of  a  deity,  thus  assigning  her  a  rank 
as  much  above  her  real  sphere  as  her  former  one  had  been  be- 
neath it. 

Previous  to  the  jjdvent  of  this  system,  women  could  not  a{)}iear 
at  anv  pidilic  exhibition  or  jilace  of  amusement  unless  aex^ompa- 
nied  by  a  baiui  oi'iirnieil  retJiinere.  Any  female  encounlere<l  alone 
and  unprotected  was  liable  to  insult. 

Chivalry,  if  it  did  not  put  an  end  to,  greatly  nio<lifie<l  this  stale 
of  things.  By  its  rules  each  of  its  members  was  constituted  a 
chajnpion  of  female  virtue  and  honor.  No  man  was  admitt<xl  into 
the  order  whosi*  valor  was  not  above  su.spicion,  iind  ii  word  utter- 
ed by  him  dei\)gatorv  to  the  beau  sexr  excluded  linn  from  its  ranks. 
No  woman,  however,  was  deemed  worthy  of  knightly  protection 
who  had  not  jireserved  lier  honor,  it  being  to  that  quality  alone 
that  kiiighthooil  volunteered  it.^  safeguard.  At  public  ceremonies, 
if  a  woman  of  easy  \'irtue  ventni^  to  take  precedence  of  a  wrunan 
of  honorable  fame,  sh<'  wa.s  immediately  reminded  of  the  impro- 
j>riety  of  her  conduct  by  some  member  of  the  order,  and  com|>elled 
to  retire  to  the  rear. 

This  re«>gnition  of  virtue  had  a  strong  tendency  to  promote 
female  chastity.  It  could  not  put  a  stop  to  voluntarv  prf«<titution, 
but  it  at  least  prevented  virtuous  women  being  necessitated  tr. 
yield  their  honor  t<i  force.  It  held  out,  inoref)ver,  an  attractive 
premium  to  correct  conduct  runong  the  sex  by  making  it  the  ob- 
ject of  heroic  exploits,  celebrate<l  in  the  romantic  luysof  niinstr»'l8 
and  troubadotu-s.  Its  obsi-rvanccs  have  a  fantastic  asp«x't  in  the 
light  of  modern  civilization,  but  they  unquestionably  exea-iacd  a 
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powerful  «>iTeftive  inflneuci-  over  ibe  female  character,  s<>  de- 
gi-aiitd  lit  ite  coiir.ut'uwineiit,  wliile,  iit  the  same  time,  they  eleva- 
ted that  of  the  male  sex  by  teaching  them  to  i-espe^n  themselves. 

lu  the  wars  of  the  j)erio<l,  it  was  iigain.st  the  rules  of  ehivalr)'  lo 
take  women  pri.soners.  When  a  town  was  captured  and  entered 
by  victorious  troo|>s,  the  lirst  steji  taken  was  to  make  proclaniatiou 
that  no  violence  should  In.'  ottered  to  any  female.  Thi:<  conduct 
wius  so  much  at  variance  with  the  notions  and  habits  of  soldiery, 
llmt  the  feelings  which  sustained  chivalry  must  have  taki-n  deep 
r<i<it  in  the  minds  of  all  cliisses  to  ivslrain  the  pitssions  of  the  mili- 
tary, sti"eiigtheii.Mi  ius  tLe\  were  hv  dissohite  liabit.s,  and  the  a!>seuce 
of  opportunity  lor  their  gratilicatiou  during  service  in  the  field. 

To  such  all  extreme  was  this  feeling  of  deferential  courtesy  to 
the  se.x  carried,  that  the  Nonnan.s  were  severely  censured  lor  their 
conduct  at  the  cai>lure  of  the  castle  of  Du  Guesclin,  it  being  alleged 
that  they  distuihed  th<^  rejxise  of  the  ladic!*.  But  iiii  the  tfiuKnicy 
ol'cvcry  humuii  institutujii  is  to  degenerate  from  its  original  pur- 
pose, the  rigid  purism  which  marked  the  foundation  of  chivaliy  soon 
began  to  relax,  and  disonlei's  ca'pt  in  and  sapped  the  basis  of  a 
system  which  was  Uk>  theoretically  perfwt  to  have  any  extended 
duration. 

It  is  diHicult  to  ascertiiin  the  ])reci.se  character  of  the  relation.** 
wiiich  exist-etl  between  the  Troubadours  and  the  mistresses  to  whtwe 
-semre  they  devoted  tbeniselves,  and  who  were  frequently  niar- 
riwl  women.  The  knight  Bertrani  happened  to  lose  the  tiivor  of 
his  mistress,  the  wife  of  Talleyrand  de  Perigord,  in  cou-^ecjiience 
of  stories  which  iiad  been  related  to  her  implicating  his  fiilelity, 
and  charging  him  with  dividing  his  knightly  attentions.  II'-  pro- 
tests his  innocx?nex'  of  tliese  accusations  in  a  la}'  as  impas.sioned  as 
that  of  a  lover  to  the  object  of  his  adoration,  and  invokes  a  num- 
ber of  knightly  calamities  upon  himself  if  bis  devotion  to  her  be 
not  above  suspicion. 

It  is  hardly  credible  that  the  loves  of  such  ardent  admiivrs  was 
immaculate  Platonism.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fact  that  hushanda 
were  rarely  or  lu-ve'r  jealous  ofilu-in,  goes  some  way  to  refute  tne 
idea  that  they  had  a  more  serious  character.  The  lord.s  nf  thi>.se 
times  were  proud  of  the  pn"»te.stations  of  regard  ottered  to  their 
bwlies,  and  rewarded  tlu'Troulmdoiii-s  with  rich  aial  valuable  pres- 
ents. The  lords  of  our  day,  grown  wise  by  experience,  make  a 
point  of  keeping  all  sueh  int<Tlop«!js  at  a  distanw. 

Wliile  chivalry  pfised  its  lance  in  defense  of  the  Lucreda^,  and 
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then  of  the  Dulcineas  of  the  duv,  the  rehgious  view  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  sexes  was  particularly  ascetic. 

Although  the  most  profomul  dovotioit  was  paid  to  woman  in 
the  abstract  by  the  order,  the  Church  sought  to  encourage  perpet- 
ual celibacy,  the  seclusion  of  women,  and  the  separation  of  the 
sexes.  The  clergy  were  forbidden  to  marry,  and  the  idea  seemed 
to  prevail  that  it  was  impossible  for  men  and  women  to  mingle 
without  being  under  the  influence  of  lascivious  ideas,  and  ready 
to  carry  them  into  practice  as  soon  as  opportunity  offered.  The 
attempt  t<^  organize  societA'  on  such  a  basis  had  an  inevitable  tend- 
ency to  produce  demoralization.  Its  obvious  result,  instead  of 
promoting  chastity  wiis  to  increase  .secret  licentiousness  and  en- 
courage prostitution. 

Even  the  voluntary  vows  of  knights  and  troubadours  were,  in 
the  end,  as  little  olwerved  as  these  ecclesiasticjil  precepts.  The 
profligacy  of  the  Tn)ub!idoufs  became  open  and  undi.sguised,  and 
the  virtue  of  their  mistresses  naturally  kept  \)iux'  with  their  exam- 
ple, The  knights  who  enlisted  i  n  the  Crusades,  with  a  large  amount 
of  zeal  and  but  a  small  share  of  wealth,  supported  their  retjiiners 
by  i-obberies  on  the  way,  and  the  females  who  accompanied  them 
acted  as  camp  followers  usually  do.  No  institution  which  deals 
merely  in  external  obsen^ances  can  restrain  immorality  in  cii-cum- 
stances  favorable  to  its  development,  and  hence  chivalry  was 
forced  to  yield  before  moi-e  jx>werful  influences.  That  it  served 
its  purpose  in  elevating  the  condition  of  woman,  and  in  giving  a 
better  tone  to  stx-iety  at  large,  it  would  be  unjust  to  deny. 

Even  when  chivalry  declined  and  ceased  to  inspire  feats  of 
knight-prrantrv',  we  tind  women,  instciul  of  falling  back  into  the 
degrading  position  they  liad  formerly  occuj>ied,  employing  them- 
selves in  intellectual  pursuits,  publishing  books,  mixing  in  public 
controvei-sie.s,  distinguishing  them.selves  in  the  acquisition  of  lan- 
guages, and  even  taking  a  leading  part  in  the  political  affairs  of 
the  times. 

Among  the  women  who  acquired  a  historical  notoriety  bv  their 
position  as  royal  mistresses,  during  the  epoch  comprised  between 
tlie  Norman  conquest  and  the  reign  of  Henrj'  VIII.,  were  the  Fair 
Rosjunonil.  <'oncubine  of  Henry  II.,  And  Jane  Shore,  the  mistress 
cf  Edward  IV.  The  misfortunes,  as  well  Jis  the  generous  qualities 
of  thes*'  fair  sinners  have  thrown  a  sort  of  halo  around  them. 

Rosamond,  sumamed  the  Fair  on  account  of  her  exquisite 
beaTiiy,  A-a.*  the  daughter  of  Walter.  Lord  Clifford,  and  was  edn- 
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<»U'>I  in  the  nunnery  of  Gudstow.  The  popular  tradition  concern- 
ing her  is  that  Hcury,  hoariug  of  her  churnus,  paid  her  a  visit,  V>ut, 
linding  her  virtue  inflexible,  had  to  exercise  his  authority  as  sover- 
eign to  compel  her  U*  yield  to  his  wishes.  lie  placed  her  in  a 
building  erected  in  the  midst  of  a  labyrinth  at  Woodstock,  access 
to  which  could  only  be  obtained  by  a  clew  of  thread.  Henry  lo- 
cated her  heiv  Ui  pi-otec-t  her  from  the  jealousy  of  his  queen  Elea- 
nor. She  bore  the  king  two  sous,  William  Lougswoni,  Earl  of 
Salisburs-,  and  Geoft'rey,  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  During  the  king's 
absence  ui  France  he  intrusted  the  keeping  of  Woodstock  and  the 
care' of  the  Fair  Rosamond  to  one  Lord  Thomas,  who  endeavored 
to  seduce  her.  In  revenge  for  the  rejection  of  his  overtures,  the 
faithless  wfinlen  conduct*'d  Queen  Eleanor  to  her  retreat,  and  the 
latt'T  is  said  to  have  mi.xed  a  cup  oi'  pois<3n,  which  her  minions 
com|)elled  the  unfortunate  Rosamond  to  drink.  It  is  also  alleged 
that  the  queen  struck  the  jxxjr  girl  on  her  Hi)  with  her  clenched 
hand.'  Some  assert  that  Rosjunond  died  a  natural  death  in  a  con- 
vent at  Oxford,  and  attribute  the  origin  of  the  story  of  poisoning 
to  the  figure  of  a  cup  wliieh  was  sculptured  on  her  tomb.  It  is 
more  probable  that  this  effigy  w;i.s  i>lac.ed  there  to  commemorate 
the  actual  event.  Rosamond  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Godstow, 
opfxisitc  the  high  aluir,  where  her  renuuns  lay  undisturlRxl  until 
they  were  ordeix-d  t<»  be  rt>moved,  with  every  mark  of  indignity, 
by  Hugh,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  the  year  1191.  She  was  regarded 
by  the  people  sis  a  saint,  if  not  a  martjT,  and  wonderful  legends 
were  n'lated  couceming  her. 

Jane  Shon?,  the  celebrated  concubine  of  Edward  IV.,  was  the 
wife  of  Matthew  Shore,  a  goldsmith  in  LDmhanl  Street,  Lfmdon. 
Etiward  jX).sse.ssed  a  gooil  figuR>  ami  [jlciLsiiig  address,  and  wfts  fond 
of  athletic  sjvirts  and  exercises,  which  he  enjoyed  in  company  with 
the  citizen.s,  among  whom  he  Ixxjame  exceedingly  jjopular.  His 
IK")puhirity  extended  to  many  of  the  citizens'  wives,  and  it  was  not 
considered  out  of  the  natural  course  of  things  that  Mrs.  Shore  should 
be  i-emovetl  from  Lombard  Stix-et  tx)  shine  at  court  as  the  royal 
favorite.  HisKjrians  represent  her  as  extn-mely  beautilUl,  remark- 
ably gay  in  temperament,  and  of  uncommon  generosity.  The 
king,  it  is  said,  was  no  le&s  charmwl  with  her  temper  and  di.sptai- 

'  A  |»i|inlRr  lialM  whieli  narrates  the  particulara  describes  the  blow  u  having 
djed  Fair  Rosamund's  li|>fi 

'•A  coral  red: 
Hani  wu  the  heart  ih«t  gan»  tbc  blow, 
Soft  were  the  llpo  that  bled."  ' 
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tion  than  with  h<-T  pfi-sim.  She  never  made  use  of  her  influence 
over  him  to  the  jirejudice  of  any  one,  and  if  she  ever  importuned 
bini  it  was  in  tavor  of  the  unlurturuite. 

After  tlie  deutii  nf  Edward  she  attaehed  herself  to  Lord  Uiust- 
ings,  and  when  Riehard  III.  eut  oH"  that  niibU>iuaii  its  jui  obstaelu 
to  his  sehejiie:*,  she  was  arrest«'d  as  an  aeeompliee  on  the  ridieulous 
charge  of  witchcraft.  Tlii.s  aeeu.sjitiou,  however,  terminated  in  a 
public  jienanee,  with  the  los.^  ol  whatever  little  pmperty  she  pos- 
sesHed.  Notwith.standing  tlie  severities  exercised  sigain.st  her,  it  is 
cerutin  that  she  was  ulive  in  the  i-eign  of  Henrv  VIII..  when  Sir 
Thonuus  More  mentions  having  Si-en  her,  jifKir  mid  .shriveled, 
without  the  least  trace  ol'  her  lormer  lx*aiity.  Mr.  Kowe.  in  his 
trage<ly  of  "Jane  Shoix',"  liiin  adopted  the  ]fOpular  story  ivlated  in 
the  old  balliul,  of  her  j)erish!ng  from  luuiger  in  a  ditch  where 
Shoretliteh  now  stands,  but  Stow  assures  us  that  that  street  was 
thus  named  jjrevious  to  the  time  of  Jane  Shore.  ' 

The  example  of  none  of  the  English  kings  had  a  greater  influence 
in  bringing  the  marriage  tie  into  disrepute  than  that  of  Ueiuy 
Vm.  An  ettbrt  has  Ix-cn  made  by  Mi-.  F'roude,  in  his  new  liis^ 
tOTV  of  England,  to  retlcem  the  character  of  this  monaivh  from 
some  portion  ol'the  oblwiuy  with  which  it  is  eoveivd,  but  then-  is 
no  doubt  that  he  was  an  unniitigate<l  monster.  Curious  to  s-iy, 
during  his  youth  and  early  nianlio<Ml  lie  Ixtray.i!  no  i\idenec  of 
the  brutal  passions  which  afterward  movi-d  him.  lie  w:is  the  hus- 
band of  Catharine  for  seventeen  veal's  Ix 'fore  hisilomestie  conduct 
incurred  reproach.  At  that  lati"  perii)d  of  his  career  he  conceived 
a  viulcnt  [)a.ssion  for  Anne  B<>Ieyn,  and,  in  order  to  get  her  to  share 
his  IhhI,  sought  to  divorce  his  wife.  From  this  period  he  seemed 
to  Vx-conie  the  prey  of  a  restless  concupiscence,  wliich  sought  grat- 
ification in  new  objects  of  indulgence,  an<i  his  pa.>vsion  for  the  wom- 
en he  married  and  l>eheade'l  was  as  sliort-livcd  as  it  was  violent. 

Theiv  is  reason  to  believe  that  his  marriagr  witii  Anne  Boleyn 
was  more  than  adultemus.  It  is  said  Anne's  mother  had  Wva 
more  c-omplaisant  to  Henry  than  her  duty  to  her  hu.sband  or  the 
laws  of  morality  would  have  .>*anctioned,  and  we  have  the  authority 
of  Bishop  Fisher  for  concluding  that  Anne  was  the  result  of  ihm 
illicit  connection,  and  that,  whcti  the  king  exjn-esi^'d  an  intentioQ 
of  marrying  her,  Lady  Boleyn  exhorted  him  to  abandon  his  de- 
sign, as  Anne  was  his  own  daughter.  Henrj'  was  not  to  be  deU.'rr«I 
by  an  obstacle  of  this  sort.  He  had  great  difficnlty  in  procuring  a 
divon'e.  and  in  the  mciin  while  he  and  Anne  had  '.;eeorne  so  inli- 
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mate  that  she  bt-gaii  lo  e.\hi1)it  i>n.><>|s  of  tlie  oonuection  which 
coulil  not  }>c  concealed.  A  jirivate  marriage  w»is  rersorted  to,  con- 
siderations of  stitte  n-ndering  il  jtrudeiil  t<.>  kee|»  the  union  set.Ti-t. 

Catharine  wiw  divoived  thnmgh  the  intninienuility  of  Cmnmer, 
but  Henry  tlid  not  long  continue  to  n*po,se  eonfideucc  in  his  new 
bride.  Smiti  after  the  marriage  was  made  public,  and  she  had 
been  formally  inaugurated  jis  quecu,  she  attended  a  tilting-match 
at  Greenwich,  ac<-'om|jjinied  bv  the  king  and  a  large  coucom-se  of 
speclators.  The  king  ol)s^'rved  her  exciiange  amorous  .signals 
with  one  of  the  e(jnd)atants,  who  wsu«  als<>  i>ne  of  her  panmioure. 
Henrv  iiad  euterUiined  suspicions  of  her  ('ouueetion  with  thi.<  num, 
and  this  \i\iM>i\  us  he  n-gardi-d  il,  of  her  iulldelity  arou.se<l  lii.x  jeal- 
ousy. He  left  the  sirene  on  the  instant  and  returned  to  Westmin- 
ster, where  lie  issued  (»)-dera  to  have  her  immeduitely  ari-e.stt'd. 
Shi-  was  tiirown  into  pri.^fm,  and  trieil  on  the  joint  charges  of 
adultery  jnid  incest.  She  was  aceu.scil  of  having  committed  ad>d- 
terv  witli  ibur  .separiit4»  mend^ei-s  of  tlie  king's  hous«'hold,  and  of 
having  ha<l  incestuoiLs  intercourse  with  her  own  brother,  Lord 
Rochfiuil.     She  was  tried,  lound  guilty,  and  e.vecuted. 

Whether  she  c<immitted  the  entire  criminality  laid  to  her  charge 
it  is  impossible  to  sjiv,  but  that  tin-  incidents  of  the  cjim-r  just  de- 
scribed wi-re  in  la-Hiivt  unison  with  the  doings  of  IIenr\-  and  his 
court  then*  is  no  doubt.  Of  the  intiueiiee  of  sui-li  e,\!nnples  on 
the  morals  of  the  people  at  large,  tJu-re  is,  unfortunately,  as  little 
question.  If  court  manners  and  court  styles  are  walously  fol- 
lowiil,  the  vicf«  that  spnng  from  them  an:-  not  loss  assiduously 
impn'vcd  upon. 

Henry's  strong  sexual  pa<<sions,  as  wi'll  as  his  arbitmry  disposi- 
tion, weiv  bequeathed  Uy  his  daughter  Elizabeth.  However  his- 
tC'riaiis  may  ditt'er  as  to  the  dcgre*-  (jf  her  depravity,  they  ull  agree 
that  her  right  t«i  the  title  of  "  Virgin  Queon"  was  exceedingly  ill 
foundetl.  Many  of  her  delinquencies  with  persons  of  the  opposite 
f'-x  Were  notorious,  although  j>erhaps  difVi'-ult  of  priMil'.  While 
she  had  not  tht-  slightest  claim  to  U-auty,  she  delighU'ti  in  flatteiy, 
and  cotdd  swallow  any  amount  of  gross  and  ftils«ime  adulation. 
Her  vanity  so  l>lin<led  her  that  she  never  [X'rceived  that  the  ex- 
tiravagant  prais«*s  lavi.shed  on  her  personal  attractions  were  mere- 
ly covert  satire. 

It  I.S  Slid  that  Elizabeth  indulged  in  alnuist  indiscriminate  lewd- 
neas,  and  that  Leicester.  Hattfm.  Ease.x,  Mountjoy,  and  nuuierous 
others  sh.'ired  Iht  fnvors.     In  one  of  the  notes  appended  to  Uiune's 
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fourth  volume,  the  natim-  oi'  Eliziibeth's  tlealuigs  with  a  large 
nuijilic'r  of  her  favoriU's  is  st-t  IbrtU,  the  iuithor  of  the  stateinont 
being  the  Counters  of  Shrewsbury. 

Miuv,  Queeu  of  Scots,  at  a  time  when  friendly  relations  existed 
between  iier  and  Elizaljeth,  wi-ote  to  the  latter  that  thf  countess 
had  ivpoiti'il  that  Elizabeth  had  given  a  pnwnise  of  niai-riage  to  a 
certain  eourtii-r,  but,  finding  the  marriage  inexpedient,  ha<l  dis- 
pensed with  the  cereiiioiiy  and  admitted  him  to  her  U'd.  Tlie 
countess  also  stated  that  sht-  liad  been  equally  indulgent  to  Siniier, 
the  French  agent,  and  that  Hattou,  another  of  her  paramours,  had 
spread  many  rejiorts  indicative  of  her  extreme  si-xual  j>:issit)n. 

The  immediate  sueeessoi-s  of  Elizabeth  were  of  a  different  ]>er- 
sonal  temperament,  and  did  not  abandon  themselves  to  such  scan- 
dalous excess's.  James  I.  hjid  no  mistri'sses,  and  was  not  of  a 
ehanieter  to  seek  pleiusuif  iu  extravagant  liientiousness,  l)Ut  his 
court  was  nf)t  free  I'rom  the  scenes  which  had  disgraced  those  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth.  James,  being  desirous  of  uniting  the  Earl 
of  E^-st-x  with  the  Luly  Frances  Iloward,  daughter  of  the  Eaii  of 
Suliblk,  had  the  young  couple  betrothed,  altiiough  they  had  not 
attaine<l  the  age  of  puberty.  The  earl  was  only  fnurto-n  years  of 
age,  while  I^jidy  FniiicfS  was  but  thirteen,  and  it  was  deemed 
proper  for  the  youth  t<j  travel  until  Iwith  should  have  arrived  at 
the  maturity  necfssaiy  for  the  con.sunmiation  of  the  marriage  re- 
lation. After  four  veal's  s}>eiii  on  the  Ci)ntinent,  the  earl  returned 
to  England,  and  found  his  aflianced  bride  in  the  full  lustre  of  ex* 
traoi-dinary  beauty,  and  of  the  fame  which  great  ]>er9onal  chamis 
excite.  He  had  also  the  mortification  to  find  liim.-J(.>lf  repulsed 
when  he  a|tj)roached  her  as  a  husband,  and  was  met  by  every 
manife.«tation  of  dislike  and  cont<'mi>t.  He  eoniphiineil  tn  her  par- 
ents ou  ihe  sid>jcrt,  and  tlii'v  eompfllcd  her  to  accompan\-  him  to 
the  country. 

Although  the  \i)ung  couiiti's.-*  obeyed  this  mandate  lit'-rally, 
the  leuil  Ix^twi'cii  Iut  and  Esst-x  was  far  from  tfnninated:  she 
recognized  him  as  her  buslmnd  in  name  only,  and  sedulously  kept 
herself  aliK>f  fmm  his  .siH-ii'ty,  nor  could  any  of  his  endeavore 
oven.'ome  hrr  n-pugnance.  The  lady  jHrsi.<ted  in  her  obstinacy; 
the  husband  retloubled  his  attentions  and  im^Kirtunities,  but,  find- 
ing that  slir  was  invincible,  he  finally  abandoned  the  pursuit,  and 
sei>arated  from  her. 

The  cause  of  this  strang(>  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  countess 
was  the  passion  which  she  entertained  for  a  S<'otch  adventurer 
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named  Robert  Carr.  who  hiul  lound  a  favorable  reception  from  the 
king,  by  whom  hu  wan  oreaUMl  Viscount  Rochester.  She  believed 
that  by  refusing  to  conBunmiate  her  maiTiage  with  Essex  she 
would  not  be  considered  by  the  world  in  the  light  of  his  wile,  iiud 
she  hoped  to  procure  a  divorce,  which  would  enable  her  to  marry 
Rochester.'  As  their  mutujd  attachment  was  ajxleut,  and  their 
opportunities  for  being  together  frtx^uent,  they  anticii)ated  the 
probability  of  a  marriage,  and  indulged  their  pussions  without 
waiting  for  the  ceremony.  They  did  not  find  as  much  twuble  iu 
procuring  a  divorce  as  they  had  anticipated. 

ITie  king,  who  had  a  .strong  partiality  for  Rochester,  favored 
their  views,  and  Essex,  finding  that  his  suit  was  hopeless  with  his 
wife,  opposed  no  obstacle  to  the  nullification  of  his  marriage.  The 
grounds  on  which  the  countess  sued  out  the  divorce  were  of  rath- 
er a  curiou.s  character.  The  chief  allegjition  against  Essex  was 
impotcncy.  At  that  time  a  firm  faith  existed  in  the  absurd  uo« 
tions  that  there  were  people  who  possessed  the  power  tA'  witch- 
craft, enabling  them,  among  other  things,  to  deprive  a  man  of  his 
virility.  It  was  assi-rted  and  maintained  that  Essex  had  been 
subjected  to  this  intluence,  and  was  therefore  incompetent  to  oo 
cupy  the  position  of  a  married  luiuu  The  divorce  was  secured, 
and  R<5che«ter  and  the  coimtess  experienced  no  fiuther  obstacle  to 
the  gratification  oi' their  desires. 

Rochester  had  previously  consulted  Ovcrbuiy  on  the  difficulties 
of  his  position,  and  the  latter  strongly  advised  him  not  to  marry 
the  countess.  These  facts  coming  to  the  ears  of  Lady  Frances, 
she  induced  Rochester  to  have  Overburj'  poisoned.  On  the  dis- 
covery of  the  murder,  Rochester  and  his  wife  were  brought  to 
trial  and  convictetl,  but  the  mistaken  clemency  of  the  king  inter- 
posed between  them  and  the  doom  they  so  richly  merited.  They 
1  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  obscurity,  but  as  bitter  ene- 
mies, and  although  they  resided  in  the  same  house  for  many  years, 
no  word  or  message  was  ever  exchanged  between  them. 

'  Sute  Trials,  i.  228. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. — HISTt>KV    FROM   THE  COMMONWEALTH   TO  THE 

I'KESEXT    DAY. 

Furiiaiii'. — liesiills  of  AM'vtiriMii. — Exctawwi  ol'  tin-  Keiiturutioii. — General  Lieen- 
tJoii>iii.-s.'>. — An. — Uteratui-f. — The-  Siu;;c, — Nf  II  Owvum-. — Natit>iiulil,v  iii  Vire. 
— Siilibiitli  Ml  Court. — .Jiiiiii"-  II.  —  l.inraiiiri'  of  ihi'  wvciitcpiiili  ami  ••it'liui-tiili 
Ctnturiiw. — Loni  riii'sterfii'ld.  —  lliiitsc  nf  Hanover. — Koynl  PrincfK. — Ueurjfe 
III. — Ueortre  IV. — Infliienec  of  French  Literature. — Mnrrinpe  Lnnv. — iiicreaM 
of  Po|iulatiou. 

On  gHining  the  ascendant,  the  Puritans  endeavored  to  reform 
the  generul  corruption  of  socuetv  by  cutting  to  the  root  of  the 
disorders  that  aftlicted  it.  Instead,  however,  of  apjilyiiijf  the 
knife  judicioUiilx ,  tlicy  excised  the  sound  as  well  us  the  unhealthy 
parts.  Their  measures  went  to  the  extreme  of  kiUing  all  the  af- 
fections and  in)j>ulses  natural  to  the  human  breast,  in  order  to  re- 
pivss  till'  exees-ses  arising  from  to<j  free  an  jibandunnient  to  them. 
Some  fanatics,  for  instance,  gravely  suggested  that,  in  order  to  put 
an  end  to  fliniieation  and  adultery,  all  intercourse  should  !»■  |^ro- 
liibiletl  between  the  sexes. 

lu  our  days  it  is  found  that  innocent  anuisements  are  the  lx«t 
aafeguard  againist  criminal  indulgence,  but  the  Puritans  thought 
otherwise,  and  lortked  u]«ni  joyous  exhilaration  of  any  kind  as 
almast  siniiil.  They  enforced  their  glotimy  doctrines  with  a  tyr- 
aimv  a.-'  unl>ending  iu<  their  tenets  themselves  were  harsh  and  un- 
natural. Theatrieal  enteilaiMiiienti;,  tlancing,  etc.,  weiv  sternly 
placed  under  ban,  and  Ptmtani.«m  presentefl  mer»>ly  a  heavy  and 
murky  atmosphere,  with  scarcely  a  social  star  to  enliven  its  ghjomy 
a**peet. 

When  the  Restoration  removed  the  oppnrssive  weight  of  fimat- 
icism  from  the  ]<ublii'  spirit,  it  n^lioundcd  iis  far  aljove  a  healthy 
pitch  as  it  had  Ik-ch  fonnerly  depn'.«sed  Iwlow  it.  An  imine<Uati:' 
revolution  took  place  in  the  manners  and  habit.s  of  the  people. 
The  theatres,  which  had  Ixh'u  closed  by  the  Puritjuis.  were  at 
once  reopened,  and  the  |H)pulac<'  uband4)ned  themselves  to  jileas- 
urable  excesses  with  an  eagerness  pro{iortif>nate  Ua  the  restraint 
whidi  had  been  im]iosed  on  them.     This  license  wtnild.  in  time, 
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have  been  '.'beckttl  bv  ivflwtiuu,  hmi  uot  the  impulse  been  sup- 
plied from  tin-  qiiaitvr  where  a  repivsiive  iuflucuce  should  have 
l>een  excR-ised.  'I'Ue  Mt-rn'  Monarch  and  his  court  led  the  race 
ill  this  national  carnival,  mid  the  exiujiples  which  they  set  only 
served  t<>  stimulate  the  public  appetite  lbi-  debauchery.  Indeed, 
the  court  of  Charles  was  little  better  than  a  public  bmthel.  and 
the  wit  with  whicli  it.s  orgire  were  embellished  only  served  to  in- 
crease the  dangers  arising  from  its  conspicuous  position,  luid  ita 
power  over  men's  minds  a-s  the  centre  from  which  all  rank  and 
consideration  flowetL  The  conduct  of  the  courtiers  was  stiictly 
mo<leled  on  that  of  their  royal  master,  and  their  s<^Kial  accomplish- 
ments only  iin])erfectly  varnished  over  the  gross  features  i>f  a 
coarse  sensuality.  Women  were  flattered  and  caressed,  but  not 
respected,  and  the  honuige  paid  them  wsis  such  as  no  decent  wom- 
an in  our  time  would  consent  to  receive. 

The  most  liiithful  |j<>rtraiture  of  the  manners  of  this  epoch  is 
to  be  found  in  its  dramatic  literatuix».  Tlie  staple  incidents  of  the 
piect-s  rejnesented  at  the  theatres  consisted  of  love  intrigues,  se- 
ductions, and  rapes.  The  lop  of  the  play  never  elicitetl  such  hearty 
applause  lus  when  he  n.-counted  his  exploits  in  the  ruin  of  female 
virtue  among  the  citizens'  wives. 

The  theatre  not  only  fo-stei-eil  lewdness  by  depicting  it  in  glow^- 
ing  and  attractive  colors,  l>ut  its  actors  spread  abroad  the  corrup- 
tion which  it  was  their  bu.sine.ss  to  delineate.  Tlieir  pers<mid  char- 
acter C4jrresjx>nde<l,  in  Ux)  many  instances,  with  the  parts  which 
they  j)ertonned,  and  they  r<-ena(!tod  in  private  the  debaucheries 
which  they  pn^sented  on  the  stage. 

The  theatn.-  itself  brcame  a  central  ivndezvoiis  for  immoral 
characters,  and  the  jilace  where  its.signaUons  were  most  euiiven- 
iently  lixe<l.  Lively  wenches,  under  thr  piitense  of  stalling  oranges 
to  the  s]ie<'tators,  ft-rqiiented  the  pit,  and  took  their  places  in  the 
front  rf>w,  with  their  backs  to  the  stage.  It  was  well  understcKxl 
that  they  wen-  as  ready  to  sell  fa\'ors  as  fruit,  and,  in  fact,  that  they 
had  c<jme  from  the  neighboring  brothels  tor  that  expnss  jiurpose. 

Deep  drinking  was  another  characteristic  feature  of  the  times, 
and  bacchanalian  orgies  were  frtx-ly  indulged  in  bv  all  classes, 
from  the  king  to  the  Ix-ggar,  diH'erinp  little  in  the  extremes  to 
■which  they  weiv  jiushed.  Conversiition,  even  in  what  was  called 
th«j  best  society,  was  ilistigured  by  the  grossest  obscenity  and  blus- 
piiemy,  and  bon  ton  consi.sted  in  the  extravagance  to  which  this 
vicious  conduct  was  exK.-nded. 
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Even  the  peaflautrv  endeavored  to  unitate  the  costumes  and  car- 
nage of  the  courtiers,  and  country  woine»i  were  to  be  seen  in  flaunt- 
ing dreaaes  cut  so  as  to  expose  as  much  as  {wssibie  of  the  person. 

Up  to  this  period  no  female  had  ever  appeared  upon  the  English 
stage;  where  women  were  introduced,  their  parts  had  been  tilli'd 
by  boys.  Neither  was  it  customary  for  a  nionai-ch  to  show  him- 
self at  a  public  representation  of  a  play ;  but,  when  they  were  en- 
acted for  his  amusement,  the  [lerformance  tof.>k  place  in  some  apart- 
ment of  the  royal  palace.  In  Charles's  reign,  women  fbi-  the  tirat 
time  appeared  on  the  stjigf,  an<l  performed  the  parts  allotted  to 
the  heroines  of  the  drama. 

The  king  and  queen  became  regular  frequenters  of  the  theatre, 
and  encouraged  by  their  presence  the  double  eiilendre  and  broad 
indecencies  of  the  pieces  in  vogue.  We  may  remark,  paivnthet- 
ically,  that  unmarried  actresses  usually  adopted  the  title  Mistress 
before  their  names,  the  word  Miss,  as  then  applied,  signifS'ing 
that  she  who  bore  it  was  a  concubine.  In  modern  days  it  is  the 
habit  to  reverse  this  practice,  as  the  marriage  state  is  considered 
to  divest  the  actress  of  half  her  attnictions. 

There  were  but  two  theatres  in  London  at  this  peri(xl :  the 
King's  Theatre,  where  the  celebrated  Nell  Gwynne  and  Mre.  Re- 
becca Marshall  were  the  chief  actresses,  and  the  Duke's,  where 
another  company  performed.  Oiie  day  the  reigning  favorites  at 
the  King's  Theatre  had  a  violent  quarrel,  and  Mrs.  Marshall  called 
Nell  "Lord  Biickhurst's  mi.'tress."  Nell  contented  hersc-lf  with 
rejoining  that  she  was  but  one  man's  mistress,  though  brought  up 
in  a  brothel,  while  Mr.s.  Marshall  bore  the  same  relation  to  three 
or  four,  notwithstanding:  she  was  the  daughter  of  a  PresbyUman. 
1  heir  own  accounts  of  each  other  leave  no  doubt  as  to  their  mo- 
rality. 

The  piwes  represented  in  the  London  theatres  in  the  time  of 
Charles  II.  were,  as  we  have  before  stated,  filled  with  indecent  al- 
lusions, and  their  inu-re.>*t  with  the  |>ublic  tiuued  on  the  uumb«'r 
and  intensity  of  these  prurient  passages.  The  ladies  never  at- 
tended the  tii"st  representation  of  a  comedy  except  in  masks :  and 
when  the  dames  of  the  court,  with  their  established  r(|)Utalions 
for  gallantry,  were  apprehensive  of  being  seen  at  them, -wmc  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  licentious  character  of  the  pieces  most  in 
fiivor. 

But  many  of  these  plays  are  still  in  evidence  to  speak  for  them- 
nelves.     It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  majority  the  plot  is  so  framed 
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•n»  ioaclmit  the  gn'atest  license  in  libidinoiis  allusions.  The  dis- 
liuguishiug  featurt'  ol'  them  is  that  the  most  immodest  passages 
art-  put  into  the  mouths  of  women,  and,  indeed,  we  know  that  that 
actress  was  the  most  successful  who  took  the  greatest  lilnrties 
with  the  text,  and  most  improved  upon  its  lewdness  of  expi-easiou. 

As  a  spe<;imen  of  the  general  character  of  these  plays,  we  may 
name  "  AH  Mistaken,  or  the  Mad  Couple,"  quite  a  favorite  with 
the  publie  in  its  day.  The  hero  is  importuned  by  six  clamoroiw 
untbrtunates  whose  niin  he  has  effected,  and  dunned  in  addition 
by  the  nurses  of  their  illegitimate  uttspring  for  wages  owmg  to 
them.  The  delectable  sujx'rstructure  (jf  obscene  dialogue  which  is 
raised  on  this  foundation  may  be  better  imagined  than  described. 

The  usual  hour  at  which  the  theatres  op-ned  their  doors  was 
four  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  the  clai<'  of  the  perfonnances  the 
audience  generally  repaired  to  some  garden  or  other  place  of  pub- 
lic amusement.  Here  scenes  were  enacted  which  proved  a  fit  se- 
quel to  those  witnessed  on  the  stage. 

The  orange-girls  had  a  superior  known  as  "  Orange  Moll,"  who 
oecu|>ied  n  |»osition  somewliat  imalogous  to  that  of  the  modern 
brotbel-keejHM-.  She  attended  the  girls  to  the  theatre,  and  sujxt- 
intended  and  directed  their  operations  there.  During  the  eaitrv 
acU'K  lewd  couvcrsatinus  were  carried  on  l)etween  the  orange-girls 
and  the  gallants,  which  were  interspersed  with  obscene  jokes,  and 
highly  relished  by  the  audience.  The  custom  of  interpellating 
the  gay  women  who  frequented  the  theutie  was  continued  to  a 
period  comparatively  recent.  Evi-ry  one  has  heani  the  story  of 
Peg  Plunket  and  the  Duke  of  Rutljind,  in  the  days  when  the  gtxls 
of  the  Dublin  theatre  were  esteemed  the  most  discriminating, 
though  boisterous  and  rullicking  audience  of  the  three  kingdoms. 

Charles  selected  several  of  his  mistresses  from  the  stjige,  for 
which  he  had  a  passionate  fondness.  Miss  Davis  literally  .sang 
and  danced  her  way  into  his  affections.  Her  conquest  of  tlie  king 
was  consummated  by  the  manner  in  which  she  sang  the  popular 
ballad  "  My  lodging  is  on  the  cold  ground."  Charl&s  thought  she 
was  des^Mving  ol"  wanner  quarters,  and  raised  her  to  his  own  bed. 
He  established  her  in  a  splendid  residence,  and  lavished  on  her 
the  most  extravagant  gifts. 

The  queen  at  first  resented  the  open  and  undisguised  infidelities 
of  the  king,  and  publicly  manifested  her  sense  of  them  on  one  oc- 
casion by  quitting  the  theatre  when  Miss  Davis  mad<-  her  appear- 
ance on  the  stage;  but,  finding  it  impossible  to  reclaim  him  from 


802 


HISTORY  OF  PROSTITUTION. 


his  vicious  pTOpeiisitii*s,  she  abandoned  all  hopes  of  restricting  hij 
libt-rtinism,  or  even  of  keeping  him  within  the  bounds  of  conven- 
tional decency. 

The  Countess  of  Castlemaine  (afterwaal  created  Duchess  of 
Cleveland)  was  of  a  more  jealous  tempenmienl  than  the  queen, 
and  took  a  more  characteristic  revenge  on  Charles  for  his  frailties. 
She  took  another  lover,  and  went  to  n«ide  at  bis  house,  very  much 
to  the  comfort  of  her  royal  [mtron,  who  had  a  kingly  dislike  of 
ti-ouble. 

Al\er  quarreling  with  Lord  Buekhurst,  Nell  Gwynne  returned 
to  the  stage,  but  had  not  long  resumed  her  profession  when  it  was 
rumored  that  she  had  made  a  conquest  of  the  king.  Tiie.se  reports 
were  apparently  contradicted  by  her  continued  appearance  at  the 
theatre,  and  the  progress  .she  made  in  her  art,  which  could  only  Im? 
the  result  of  careful  .study.  A  tragedy  by  Drydcn  was  advertised, 
the  principal  character  to  Ik'  performed  by  Nell :  but,  lietore  the 
night  ol'  its  first  representation  arrived,  it  was  found  neeessary  to 
postpone  the  perfurmaiice,  owing  to  NelFs  not  being  in  a  e<iii(,li- 
tion  to  appear.  From  this  time  her  connection  with  Charles  no 
longer  remained  a  secret. 

Nell,  like  her  predeci».sors,  was  not  long  suffered  to  maintain 
uncontested  her  supremacy  over  the  king's  affections.  When  the 
Duehesae  d'Orleans.  the  ."(ister  of  Charles,  paid  a  visit  to  thi-  En- 
glish court  in  1H7<>,  she  had  in  her  train  a  liautLsome  maid,  who 
was  admired  for  her  simple  and  childish  style  of  beauty.  Wheth- 
er instigated  by  the  courtiers  who  accompanied  her  mistress, 
whose  visit  was  a  political  nne,  or  prompted  by  her  own  sagacity, 
she  made  her  acquiest-ence  in  the  king's  desires  conditional  uiwn 
his  executing  the  shameful  treaty  which  gave  France  such  iinpor- 
tjmt  advantages,  and  rciuhTed  Cliarles  a  mere  tributary  to  the 
French  king.  This  girl,  Louise  de  Qucrouaille,  became  the  rival 
of  Nel!  Gwynne,  and  had  a  child  by  Charles,  who  was  cn»ated 
Duke  of  Richmond. 

So  scandalously  public  had  the  relations  of  Charles  with  the 
loose  women  who  surrounded  him  become,  and  so  fliigraiit  and 
unblushing  w.is  the  conduct  of  the  latter,  that  the  queen  could  no 
longer  reside  in  the  palace  of  Whitehall,  and  accordingly  removed 
to  Somerset  House  in  the  Strand.  This  feeling  of  indignation  ou 
the  part  of  her  majesty  soon  extended  to  the  ^^^tuouBly  disposed 
pnrt  of  the  public.  Efforts  were  made  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the 
ili.sorder  which  threatened  to  corrupt  the  whole  framework  of  En- 
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glish  society.  In  Pailianieut  it  was  proposed  to  levy  a  tax  on  the 
play-bouses,  which  hatl  become  undisguised  nests  of  prastitution. 
The  debate  which  ensued  elicited  a  witticism  which  led  to  serious 
i.-onsequenccs  to  the  gentleman  who  uttered  it.  On  Sir  John  Birk- 
culicuds  reniarkmg  that  " the  players  were  the  knig's  ••servants 
and  part  of  his  pleasures,"  Sir  John  Coventry  was  imprudent 
enough  to  in(iuin*  "whether  the  king's  pleasures  lay  among  the 
men  that  acted  or  the  women."  For  this  offense  to  Charles  he 
was  waylaid  by  some  of  the  courtiers,  who  slit  his  nose,  and  other- 
wise maltreated  him. 

It  is  impassible,  howevei-,  to  deny  that  this  very  license  of  man- 
ners rendered  the  king  p<:)pular  with  a  certain  class  of  his  subjects. 
The  only  exceptit)n  taken  by  them  to  liis  conduct  wiis  the  selec- 
tion of  a  foreigner  :is  one  of  his  misti-esses,  and  even  this  would 
have  passed  without  comment  but  for  the  political  consequences 
of  the  connection.  It  was  generally  underslixtd  among  the  people 
that  Mademoiselle  de  Querouaille,  or  Mi's.  Carwell,  as  she  was 
commonly  called,  was  an  agent  used  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  ascen<leiicy  of  Freneh  interest."*.  This  brought  upon  her  the 
hixslility  of  the  populace,  who  availed  themselves  of  every  oppor- 
tunity of  manifesting  their  dislike  to  her. 

Nell  Gwyune  wiis  an  Kiigiisli  woman,  a  Prote.'itant,  and  the  idol 
of  the  town.  She  was  known  by  the  title  of  the  Protestant  mis- 
tress, while  Mre.  Carwell  went  by  that  of  the  king's  Poj)ish  con- 
cubine. Neil  was  one  day  insult*'il  in  her  carriage  at  <  ).\fi>vd,  iuid 
c;mie  very  near  being  nioblK'd  by  the  populace  in  mistake  for 
Mrs.  Carwell.  With  her  usual  wit  and  presence  of  mind,  she  put 
her  head  out  of  the  window,  and  quieted  the  rioters  by  telling 
them  that  she  was  "  the  Protcstiint  w — i-." 

As  the  literature  of  the  times  reflected  the  general  licentious- 
ness of  manners,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  arts  would  es- 
cape their  demoralizing  influence.  Most  of  the  paintings  then  ex- 
ecuted were  characterized  by  the  same  fn-edom  of  exjjression 
which  was  used  on  the  stage.  There  is  an  old  print  extant  i)f  the 
Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  reclining  on  a  bank  of  violet."*,  wearing  no 
other  covering  than  a  lace  robe ;  and  in  another  Nell  Gwynne  is 
represenK-d  in  the  same  semi-nude  condition.  It  is  said  that  this 
dress  had  belonged  to  the  duchcs.*,  and  had  been  nnich  admired 
by  the  king,  but  that,  with  her  usual  love  of  mischief,  Nell  had 
purloined  it,  greatly  to  the  amusement  of  her  royal  lover,  and  very 
much  to  the  chagrin  and  mortification  nf  the  duchass. 
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The  king  had  his  own  peculiar  way  of  celebrating  the  Sabbath. 
On  that  iluy  he  usually  colli-cteil  his  mistresses  around  him,  and 
amused  himself  by  toying  witli  thern  and  humoring  their  caprices. 
We  have  a  picture  by  a  exmteniptiraneous  writer  of  one  of  his  Suu- 
<lay  evenings  at  Whitehall,  where  the  court  resided.  It  was  short- 
ly before  lii.s  death.  Charles  sat  in  the  centre  of  a  group  of  these 
■women,  indulging  in  the  nn»t  frivolous  amusements,  and  appar- 
ently ill  iiigli  liiinior.  At  a  little  distance  stood  a  page  singing 
love-songs  foi'  the  delectiition  of  the  king's  mistresses,  while  round 
a  gaiiibliiig-tal>le  were  seated  a  number  of  his  couHiers,  playing  for 
stakes  which  sometimes  ran  a«  liigh  as  ten  thousand  dollars  of  our 
money.'  The  orgies  of  the  Tiight  were  kept  up  until  daylight  broke 
in  upon  the  revelers.  At  eight  o'clock  the  same  morning  the  king 
was  siMzed  with  a  fit  of  ajKiplexy,  and  died  within  a  week. 

James  II.,  though  of  a  grave  and  stern  character,  was  scarcely 
less  amorous  in  his  temjx'i-ament  than  Charles.  They  differed, 
howev>'r,  in  their  tastes.  Charles  required  beauty  in  his  mistress- 
es; and  "ScW  Gwynne  and  some  of  his  other  concubines  were  not 
only  beautiful  in  person  but  pos-sessed  of  intellectual  graces  which 
gilded  their  g)-oss  sensuality.  James  cared  but  little  for  jHTsonal 
attractions,  and  lavislicd  his  favors  on  coarse-leatured  and  cnaree- 
minded  women.  His  wife  wius  Mow  him  in  rank,  and  he  did  not 
stofjp  to  her  for  her  beauty,  for  she  wsis  plain,  il'  not  dr)wnright 
ugly  in  her  features.  He  six)ii  transferred  his  idfeetions  to  a  .stiU 
plainer  mistress,  Arabella  Churchill.  His  strongest  uttachmerit 
was,  however,  that  which  he  entertained  for  Catharine  Sedley,  who 
p»ossessed  a  powerful  iiilluence  over  him.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  and  se«>ms  to  have  inherited  from  him  the 
strong  passions  and  reckless  disn-ganl  of  public  opinion  by  which 
he  was  (listinguishe<l.  Sedley's  writings  were  more  licentious  than 
those  of  any  of  his  cout<»mj)oraries.  His  literary  talent*  were  not 
of  a  high  order,  but  he  poivicssed  fair  conversational  abilities,  which 
made  his  society-  attractive.  The  extreme  dissoluteness  of  his  life 
and  disregard  of  all  decency  provoked  censure  even  in  that  age 
of  loos<-  morals.  On  one  occasion,  aft<T  a  drunken  revel  with  some 
<if  his  jirofiigate  companions,  lie  presented  himself  on  the  balcony 
of  a  tavern  near  Covent  Garden  in  a  state  of  complete  nudity,  and 
commenced  a  harangtie  so  full  of  lewdness  and  obscenity  that  the 
crowd  j>elted  him  with  stinej*  and  other  missiles,  and  com|)elled 
idm  10  withdraw  into  the  house.     A  daughter  inheriting  these 
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pfopfnsities,  and  brouglit  up  under  the  influence  of  this  example, 
could  not  fill!  U)  l:K;coinL-  conspicuous  for  siiniUir  tniits  of  chanicU,'r. 
Hf  r  fjfrson  possessed  none  of  the  attributes  which  render  womon 
attractive.  A  lank,  spare  figure,  a  hollow  cheek,  sallow  face,  and 
an  eye  of  jrlaring  brightness  comprised  the  sum  total  of  her  charms. 

Chafles,  whose  taste  was  more  cultivated,  remarked  that  his  con- 
fejrsor  must  have  recommended  Catharine  to  bis  brother  as  a  pen- 
ance for  his  sius.  She  herself  had  the  discriminatiou  not  to  be  in- 
aensiMe  to  the  trutli  of  this  remark,  and  was  even  in  the  habit  of 
boasting  of  her  <jwn  plain  looks.  Her  taste  for  finery  was  as  great 
as  if  sh"  jXJssessed  attractions  worth  setting  off  by  its  aid.  James, 
when  he  formed  this  connection,  hail  advanced  to  middle  age,  and 
it  is  difBodt  to  acco\int  for  the  influence  which  she  contrived  to 
exercise  over  liiin.  On  his  accession  to  the  throne  he  promised 
the  queen  to  abandon  her,  but  his  goo<l  resolutions  soon  gave  way. 
Whenever  the  absence  of  his  wife  afforded  the  opportunity,  Chif- 
finch  might  be  seen  conducting  Catharine  through  the  [irivat*-  pas- 
sage leading  to  his  chamber.  NotwithstaniUng  all  the  aliected 
austerity  of  his  manners,  James  was,  in  reality,  but  little  better 
than  his  volatile  brother. 

At  no  period  in  the  history  of  England.  !is  we  have  just  shown, 
had  tlie  liceiitinusness  of  the  court  been  greater  than  it  was  during 
the  reign.*  of  (.'harles  II.  and  James  II.;  only  to  be  exceeded,  per- 
haps, by  the  fearful  abyss  of  debauchery  and  atheism  which  a  few 
years  later  was  beheld  in  the  courts  of  Ijouis  XV.  and  the  Regent 
of  France,  The  vigor  and  intellect  of  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of 
Louis  XIV.,  the  magnificence  of  his  tastes,  and  the  glory  of  his  en- 
terpri.'cs,  stand  out  in  jiowcrful  contrast  to  the  doings  of  the  iinbe- 
cih',  corrupt,  and  utterly  profligate  and  debased  court  of  England. 
The  influence  of  this  most  pernicious  example  it  is  somewhat  dif- 
ficult to  arrive  at.  The  great  body  of  the  people,  especially  ir» 
the  country,  in  thosi>  times  of  difficult  <'onimunication,  were  jirob- 
ably  but  little  affected  by  the  extravaganc*  of  the  restonxl  Cava- 
liers, added  to  which  there  was  a  powerful  leaven  of  religious 
feeling  working  through  the  country,  which  did  not  for  some  time 
settle  down  into  the  apathy  tliat  called  for  a  new  manifestation  of 
Puritan  feeling  in  the  establi.shnie-nt  of  Wesleyan  Methodism.  In 
the  upper  class(?s  of  society,  however,  the  ('ore-rottenness  of  the 
courta  of  Charles  and  James  was  yet  felt,  throughout  the  reigns  of 
the  succeeding  sovereign-s,  even  down  to  the  time  of  George  ILL 
The  writings  of  contemporary  authors,  cs|XH:ially  of  the  comic  dr.v 

D 


HIsrORY  OF  Ji'ROSTlTUTION. 


raatists,  "  the  iibstract  and  brief  chronicles  of  tlie  times,"  are  a  fair 
type  of  the  public  morals  and  iutelliyeuce  in  all  ages.  At  this 
epoch  we  have  fi  oia  these  aotirces  overwhelmiDg  evidence  of  th« 
reaction  vvhicli  hml  taken  place. 

After  the  R-nioval  of  the  compulsory  restraint  of  Puritan  con- 
trol, the  nation  aeemed  at  once  to  have  lost  its  reason :  modesty  and 
decency  were  bad^res  of  Puritnii  Rf]>ublicauisin,  and  therefore  un- 
suited  to  loyal  men,  who  showed  their  attuehment  to  the  monarchy 
by  their  abtmdomnent  of  decorum  und  violation  of  every  moral 
virtue.  The  prtxlucliohs  of  the  favorite  authors  teem  with  coarse 
images,  uneqiirvcxal  alhiaions,  and  gross  facts.  Wit  degenerated 
into  blasphemy,  liveliness  into  obscenity,  metaphors  into  lasciv- 
ioiisncss.  The  .scenes  that  to(jk  place  in  the  court,  imd  which  con- 
stitutetl  its  daily  amusements,  were  disgusting  to  the  last  degree. 
The  mere  commerce  of  the  siexes,  and  the  libertinism  of  the  jw- 
rn"Kl  in  that  respect,  weiv  the  smallest  vic(>s,  and  might  almo.si  be 
considered  merely  follies,  but  the  venality  and  corruption  were 
open  and  shameles.s.  The  courtiers  cjist  aside  the  last  rag  of  j^atri- 
otic  [iropriety,  and  avarice,  cruelty,  lust,  and  perjury  fdled  the 
measuic  of  wickedness.  On  one  occa.sion,  it  is  said,  an  iniiuil  was 
prematurely  born  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  palace,  and  Chaxles, 
with  many  jfK'ular  nMiiarks,  had  the  body  conveyed  to  Ids  own 
closet  for  dLs.sectiou  by  his  own  hand !  An  incident  of  such  l^rutal- 
ity,  which  might  1)e  frequently  fwiralleled  by  others  equally  bad  in 
degree,  though  different  in  fact,  shows  the  hideous  ile.stitution  of 
all  decency  with  which  the  court  must  have  been  cui'sed.  The 
pages  of  Rcx'hester,  Elhercge,  Buckingham,  Congreve,  Vanburgh, 
ajwi  Fletcher,  in  the  clo.se  of  the  .seventeenth,  and  Prior,  Gay, 
Swift,  and  .scores  of  inferior  writers  in  the  commencement  of  the 
eighteenth  centur^%  all  exhibit  this  state  of  affairs,  while  the  no- 
ble Muse  even  of  a  Dryden  could  .strmp  to  earn  base  applau.se  by 
lending  her  |)owers  to  the  decoration  of  vice,  and  voluntarily 
quitting  her  native  regions  to  wallow  in  the  mire. 

The  vices  of  this  period  must  have  lef\  an  ineradicable  taint  W- 
hind  them,  when,  after  the  full  tide  of  iniquity  had  swept  on,  and 
purer  waiters  were  succeeding,  we  find  Lord  Chesterfield,  a  British 
statesman  i if  di.stinguislied  ability  and  high  |X)sition,  thus  advis- 
ing his  own  .son ;  "  Let  the  great  book  of  the  world  l>'  your  prin- 
cipal study.  Nocturna  versate  maim  t'ermlf  iliurna,  which  may  be 
renilere<l  thus:  Turn  over  men  by  day  and  women  by  night:  I 
mean  oniy  the  b«'M  editions." 
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While,  as  wp  have  already  observed,  there  was  probably  a 
wholesome  religious  element  in  a  jx>rtiou  of  the  jwpiilation,  which 
operated  as  an  antiseptic  against  the  rottenness  of  the  court,  it  is 
imjwssible  but  that  the  capital  must  have  been  imbued  with  the 
reckless  iniquity,  outrageous  dissoluteness,  and  general  immoral- 
ity of  the  higher  classes.  The  poets,  playwrights,  essayists,  and 
biographers  of  the  age  all  bear  traces  of  the  effects  of  bad  exam- 
ple in  high  places  on  public  niannere.  A  critic  of  those  days  says, 
"The  accompli.shed  gentieniun  of  the  English  stage  is  a  person 
that  is  familiar  with  other  men's  wives  and  indift'erent  to  his  own, 
and  the  fine  lady  is  generally  a  composition  of  sprightline.'^  and 
Iklseiiood."  A  thorough  disrespect  lor  female  virtue,  or  rather 
the  admiration  of  libertinism,  tainted  the  life's  bltxxi  of  the  capi- 
tal. And  when,  passing  over  the  coarse  wit  of  Prior,  or  the  per- 
verted genius  of  Dryden,  we  come  to  the  sober  and  moderate 
wiitings  of  essayists  and  satirists,  we  find  material  which  gives  us 
some  little  insight  into  the  lower  London  life  of  the  period,  and 
that  which  has  more  immtnliate  interest  for  us  in  this  inquiry. 

In  the  delightful  and  ever  youthlul  pages  of  the  Spectator,  there 
are  some  incidents  of  gi-eat  pathos  touching  the  state  of  those  un- 
fortunates whose  condition  was  then,  as  now,  one  of  the  disgraces 
of  civilization.  One  paper  contains  a  singularly  apposite  remark. 
"  I  was  told,"  says  the  writer  (u  woman  of  the  town),  "  by  a  Roman 
Catholic  gentleman  last  week,  who  I  hope  is  absolved  for  what 
then  passed  between  us,  that  in  countries  where  Popery  prevails, 
besides  the  advantages  of  licensed  stews,  there  are  larger  endow- 
ments given  for  the  Incurabili,  I  think  he  called  them.  This  man- 
ner of  treating  poor  sinners  has,  we  think,  great  humanity  in  it; 
and  as  you,  Mr.  Spectator,  are  a  person  who  pretends  to  carry  your 
reflections  upon  all  subjin^ts  whicb  occur  to  you,  I  beg  therefore 
of  you  to  lay  before  the  world  the  condition  of  us  poor  vagrants, 
who  are  really  in  a  way  of  labor  instead  of  idleness." 

At  another  time  the  Sjx-ctator  himself  meets  "a  slim  young  girl 
of  about  seventeen,  who,  with  a  pert  air,  asked  me  if  I  was  for  a 
pint  of  wine.  I  could  observe  as  exact  features  as  ever  I  had  seen ; 
the  whole  person,  in  a  word,  of  a  woman  exquisitely  beautiful. 
She  affected  to  allure  me  with  a  forced  wantonness  in  her  look 
and  air,  but  I  -saw  it  checked  with  hunger  and  cold.  Her  eyes 
were  wan  and  eager ;  her  dress  thin  and  tawdry ;  her  mien  gen- 
teel and  childL'<h.  This  strange  figure  gave  me  much  anguish  of 
heart,  and,  to  avoid  being  seen  with  her,  I  went  away,  but  could 
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jiol  avoid  giving  her  a  crown,  Tl»e  poor  tliiug  sighed,  courtesiod, 
auid  with  a  blessing,  expressed  witii  the  utmost  vehemence,  turned 
ifrom  me.  This  ci-eature  is  what  tliey  call  newly  come  i(/>oii  (lie 
town." 

The  artsoftlu-  pnxm regies;  their  exporinients  on  inexp»*ri''nced 
country  girls ;  their  attendance  at  coach-offices  and  public  places 
to  hunt  for  and  entrap  the  unwary;  the  regular  customers  tlioy 
have  for  new  wares ;  the  mode,  first  of  offering  them  to  private 
sale,  and,  when  the  first  gloss  is  worn  off,  casting  them  on  the 
public  market,  are  all  ns  true  of  1858  as  of  the  day  for  wlnili  it 
was  written.  In  one  ease,  the  Spectator,  being  at  a  coacii-uffice, 
overhears  a  lady  inquiring  of  a  young  girl  her  pareniagi-  and 
character,  and  especially  if  she  ha.s  l)een  projierly  brougiii  up.  .ind 
has  been  taught  her  Catechism.  Desirous  of  seeing  a  lady  who 
had  so  proper  an  idea  of  her  duties  to  ser\'ants,  he  peejw  through 
and  sees  the  face  of  a  well-known  bawd,  thus  decoying  a  voung 
girl  just  arrived  in  London.  One  anuusing  cheat  in  the  busmew* 
of  these  go-betweens  is  complained  of  by  a  lady  corresi>oti.ient : 
for  a  consideration,  they  profeas  to  introtluce  some  ambition.*  for- 
eigner or  country  gentleman  to  the  favors  of  ladies  of  high  d<'<rr«*e, 
ruling  toa-xts,  leading  bellet*,  etc.  Some  lady,  Wilhelmina  Amelia 
Skeggs,  is  foisted  upon  the  deluded  customer,  who  must,  of  ixiurse, 
b*!  ignonmt  of  the  person  of  his  inamorata,  and  he  walks  otf  Itoiist- 
ing,  in  great  self-gratulation,  of  his  go(xl  fortune,  to  the  gn-at  in- 
jury of  an  irreproachable  woman's  fame,' 

It  was  reserved  for  the  reign  of  George  III.  to  give  a  favorable 
turn  to  court  morals  and  to  make  virtue  respectable.  The  Georges 
I.  imd  II,  had  exercised  but  a  negative  influence  on  their  -•sub- 
jects. They  were  merely  viewed  as  political  necessities,  and  held 
in  little  or  no  personal  esteem,  Thi-ir  uncouth  manners,  fon-ign 
mistresses,  juid  decidedly  heavy  Ikiimns  had  no  charm  for  either 
eye  or  fancy.  With  Georj^e  III.  and  his  queen,  virtue  in  cuurtB 
became  in  some  degree  fashionable ;  the  slough  of  libertinism  in 
which  Lotiis  XV,  and  the  Regent  Orleans  had  plunged  themselves 
seemed  in  France  to  have  created  some  reaction.  Louis  XVI.  in 
Paris,  and  George  III.  in  Loudon,  |>re.sented  the  rare  specUicle  to 
their  re.'jpective  subjects  of  two  well-conducted  men,  whose  do- 
Miestio  lite  and  character  wen-  unimjieachablc.     But  as  the  s»>ns  of 

'  For  the  prrxw  writers  of  thcwc  diiyii  who  uivc  lively  pictures  of  maiiii  -r-  and 
morals  the  H-adcr  i»  refprrcd  to  ihc  pages  of  Ficldinu,  Smollett,  and  c>i«-ti4lly  D* 
Fno.  wlio  wfoie  itiurli  upon  low  life. 
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George  HI.,  especially  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York, 
attained  their  majority,  they  wen?  surrounded  by  bands  of  flatter- 
ers and  panisitvs,  who  stimulateii  and  encouraged  the  natural 
proneneas  of  youth  to  pleasure  and  diissipation.  The  libeniaisiu 
aud  excesses  of  the  Stuarts  again  became  bon-ton,  devoid,  it  is  true, 
of  political  debasement  and  national  dishonor ;  checked  also  by 
parental  disap)probation,  and  by  the  intltience  of  public  opinion. 
This,  though  ver\-  weak,  was  not  quite  powerless;  and,  though 
lenient  to  the  errors  of  youth,  it  drew  an  unfavorable  comparison 
betwecji  the  reckless  extravagance  and  dissolute  tastes  of  the 
princes,  and  the  moderate  and  personally  estinmble  conduct  of  the 
king  and  queen.' 

The  masses  of  the  English  people  were  distinguished  for  jilain 
good  sense,  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  morality; 
and  although  drinking,  gambling,  boxiug,  and  racing  were,  in 
honor  of  the  royd  princes,  faskioiiable  amusements,  and  theii-  ut- 
tainment  coveted  aud  emulated  by  many  of  the  rising  generation, 
still  the  general  sentiment  of  the  nation  at  this  period  was  con- 
demnatory of  these  vices.  Those  incliniHl  to  charitable  views  of 
human  nature  found  excuses  in  the  temptations  of  youtli,  a  fine 
person,  a  commanding  p<.>sition,  and,  lastly,  in  the  infamous  cotm- 
sels  of  those  who  found  political  capital  in  the  encouragemeni  of 
these  excesses,  thereby  promoting  a  division  between  the  heir  to 
the  throne  and  his  sovereign  parent.  Others  there  were  whi  >  I  le- 
held  in  George  IV..  whether  as  prince  or  inoiiareh,  a  modern  Ti- 
berius, a  man  of  ungovernable  lusts ;  a  ruthless  libertine  and  a 
debased  .^sensualist,  without  any  redeeming  qualities.  As  a  fact, 
apart  from  causes  and  political  prejudices,  George  IV.  was  un- 
doubtedly a  debauchee  and  a  man  of  dissolute  habits  ;■  but  he 


'  "Pure,  ADit  ahoTC  all  reproarh  in  her  own  domi^tir  life,  the  qneen  knew  how 
lo  enforce  at  her  eoiirt  the  rirtucs,  or,  al  the  very  Irasi,  the  semblance  of  the  vir- 
tnes  which  !.he  practiecU.  To  no  other  woman,  prohably,  had  the  eauite  of  ruoJ 
morals  in  Knclnnd  ever  owed  M)  deep  an  obligation." — \jori  Mahon's  liisior;  of 
EDKland,  1 7 1. "^- 1 782,  vol.  iv.,  p.  221,  222. 

'  It  wns  ataerted  some  years  Ofco,  and  by  many  believed,  that  after  his  death  a 
lorce  nnrober  uf  prurient  French  prints,  which  were  in  the  Ciutom-hoDse  of  L<jn- 
don,  and  desif;ned  for  the  private  amii.'tement  oftheVinf;,  were  bnmed.  The  story 
of  the  prints  and  their  dffla*;ration  may  be  true,  but  it  is  very  questioniililc  if  they 
were  for'  royal  use.  A  number  of  !<>«  ilass  I^ondun  papers  always  attacked  Georpe 
IV.  pe.rsooally,  amonp  whi<'li  the  Weekly  Dispatch  (the  "  Sunday  Flash"  of  War- 
ren's novel  of  •'  Ten  Thousand  a  Year")  took  a  prominent  position  from  the  coarse- 
IWM  of  its  1an(;na(;e  and  the  acerbity  of  its  animosity,  assumed  at  a  time  when 
party  feeling  ran  bith,  a>  an  nttriictlve  liiiit  to  \xs  renders. 
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wns  a  man  of  liberal  eduo^tiou.  oli'ultivated  taste,  of  distinguished 
ajifH-arance.  and  elegant  manners.  Ue  and  the  Count  D'Artoia, 
bmiher  of  Louis  XVI.,  were  considered  the  most  finished  gen- 
tkinen  in  Europe,  so  tar  as  mannerism  went.  These  exteniala 
glossed  over,  an<I  even  lent  a  ehann  to,  the  vices  of  his  youth ;  and 
the  inysterioua  orgies  of  Carlton  House  were  associated  in  the  pub- 
lie  itiind  with  fiie  brilliant  wit  of  Sheridan,  the  manly  grace  of 
Wyndham  (that  l/eau  idtai  of  an  English  gentleman),  the  vast  tal- 
ent 1  if  Fox,  and  the  enchanting  grace  of  Georgiana,  Duchess  of 
Devonshire,  the  bright  particular  .star  amid  a  galaxy  of  minor 
luminaries.  The  respectability  l)elonged  to  the  oourt  party;  the 
genius  and  fascination  were  ranged  on  the  side  of  the  Prince  of 
Wiil.-s. 

It  IS  difficult,  even  at  thi."*  brief  lapse  of  time,  and  when  so  many 
eye-witnesses  are  yet  surviving,  to  sjieak  with  .luy  degree  of  con- 
fidence of  the  state  of  geiii'ial  public  moral-s  in  England  as  atU-ct- 
ed  by  the  French  lievolutioii,  and  the  violent  Tor}'  and  Whig 
contests  of  the  pi-riod.  The  Uterature  which  preceded  and  ac- 
c<">mpanied  the  French  Revolution  went  the  whole  length  of  un- 
dermining and  unsettling  every  established  institution,  lK>th  of 
polities  and  religion,  without  building  up  an  efJective  substitute 
in  place  of  the  structure  destroyed.  The  doctrines  of  moral  obli- 
gation and  the  balance  of  general  convenience,  which,  according 
to  the  Volney,  Voltaire,  and  Kousseau  school,  were  to  .supersede 
the  elfete  and  wont-out  dogmas  of  the  (jos|tel.  were  little  known 
and  less  liked  in  England.  At  the  outset  of  the  French  move- 
ments, the  cause  had  the  sympathy  of  the  English  Liberals;  but 
afterwfird,  when  the  social  and  political  excesses  of  the  time  dis- 
gusted even  its  moderate  British  supporters,  and  when  the  deep- 
rooted  and  apparently  iimate  antagonism  of  the  two  nations  was 
revived  by  the  war,  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  English  peo- 
ple for  French  manners,  French  literature,  French  men,  French 
every  thing,  knew  no  bounds.  Thus,  while  the  leaven  of  Parisian 
philostiphy  was  fermenting  in  the  breasts  of  all  Continental  Eu- 
rope, it  is  our  opinion  that  its  influence  in  England  was  purely  of 
a  reactionary  charaeteK;  and  as  under  the  last  Stuarts  patriotism 
and  libertinism  went  hand  in  hand,  so,  in  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
and  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  centuries,  an  English- 
man's love  of  liis  own  country  and  his  hatred  of  France  were  asso- 
ciated with  a  detestation  of  the  heresnes  of  French  philosophers  and 
patriarchs. 
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Cities.  It  is  in  the  service  of  lier  weaiiliy  customers  ami  pulroos 
that  the  professional  procuress  is  chiefly  employed,  and,  stimulated 
by  high  gains,  ahe  plies  her  vile  calling,  and  exerts  all  her  hellish 
ingenuity  to  discover  new  sources  of  amusement  and  gratitication 
for  them. 

In  Fletcher's  "  Humorous  Lieutenant,"  written  in  1690,  a  court 
bawd  i^i  iiitro<liiecd  reading  her  miuut«"-b<Hjk,  and  calling  over  the 
register  of  the  Icmalcs  at  her  command.  "Chlix',  well — Chloe 
should  fetch  three  hundred  and  fifty  crowns ;  fifteen ;  good  figure^ ; 
daughter  of  a  eountrv  gentleman  ;  her  virtue  will  bring  me  that 
sum,  and  then  a  riding-iiorse  for  her  father  out  of  it;  well.  The 
meichant'.'^  wife,  she  don't  want  money.  I  must  find  a  spark  of 
quality  for  her."  The  representatinn  of  such  cliaraeter  is  out  of 
vogue  in  these  days  on  the  English  stage  ;  but,  while  the  proprie- 
ties are  observed,  the  omission  is  but  a  veiling  of  the  subject. 
The  reality  exists,  though  unseen. 

In  tlie  London  Timeji  of  July,  I800,  an  incidetit  is  thus  related 
by  a  correspondent :  "  I  was  standing  on  a  railway  platform  at 

,  with  a  friend  waiting  for  a  train,  when  two  ladies  came  into 

the  station.  I  was  acquiiiuted  with  one  of  them,  the  younger, 
well.  She  told  me  she  was  going  to  London,  having  been  fortu- 
nate enough  to  get  a  liberal  engagement  as  governes.s  in  the  family 
of  the  lady  under  whose  charge  she  then  was,  and  who  hatl  even 
taken  the  trouble  to  come  into  the  country  to  see  her  and  her 
friends,  to  ascertain  that  she  was  likelij  in  all  resperls  to  Dint.  The 
train  coming  in  sight,  the  fares  were  paid,  the  elder  lady  paying 
both.  I  .«aw  them  into  the  carriage,  and  the  door  being  closed,  I 
bowed  to  them  and  rejoined  my  friend,  who  happened  to  be  a 
London  man  about  town.  '  VV^ell,  f  will  say,'  said  he,  with  a 
laugli,  "  you  country  gentlemen  are  pretty  independent  of  public 
opinion.  You  are  not  sishamed  of  your  little  transactions  being 
known!'  "What  do  you  mean?'  I  asked.  'Why,  I  mean  yoiu" 
talking  to  that  girl  and  her  duenna  on  an  open  platform.'    '  VVliy, 

that  is  Mi.-^ ,  an  intimate  friend  of  otirs.'     '  Well,  then,  I  can 

tell  you.'  .-^id  the  Londoner  to  me,  co<jlly,  '  her  friend  is  Madajn 

.  one  of  the  most  noted  procuresses  in  Loudon,  and  she  has 

got  hold  of  a  new  victim,  if  she  is  a  victim,  and  no  mistake.'  I 
saw  there  wa.s  not  a  minute  to  lose;  I  rushed  to  the  guard  of  the 
train,  and  got  him  to  wait  a  moment.  I  then  hurried  to  the  car- 
riage-door where  the  ladies  were.     '  if  i.ss ,  you  must  get  out : 

that  jx>rson  is  an  unfit  companion  for  you.     Madam  ,  we 
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riage  act  of  1887  iJlowii  nmrriagL',  after  iiolict-  to  the  sujx-riiiuua- 
eiU  registrars  in  every  district,  eitlier  in  tlie  public  regiiiter  offices 
ill  tbe  i^reseuoo  of  the  superiuieiident  ifgistiar  aud  the  registrar 
of  uiarnagea,  or  in  duly  registered  places  of  worship. 

We  have  no  stateuieut  as  to  the  niunber  of  marriages  previous 
to  the  year  1753.  All  we  know  is,  that  from  1651  to  1751  the 
popidation  only  incn*as«vl  sixteen  per  cent.,  the  increase  Vieing 
only  one  million  and  fourteen  thousand  in  one  hundred  yean?. 
Since  the  act  of  1753  came  into  operation,  the  registers  of  mar- 
ria^'es  have  been  ])reserved  in  England,  and  sliow  an  increase  of 
Diarriages  from  50,1*72  in  the  year  1756,  to  63.3  lU  in  1764.  '"  The 
rage  of  marrj-ing  is  very  prevalent,"  writes  Lord  Chesterfield  in 
the  latter  year;  and  again  in  17fi7,  "In  short,  the  matrimonial 
phrensy  seems  to  mge  at  pn-st-ut,  and  is  epidemical."  AlWr  many 
flui-tuations,  the  marriages  rose  to  seventy,  eighty,  ninety,  and  one 
hundiid  thousand  annually,  and  in  1S,")1  to  one  hundreil  and  fifty- 
four  thousand  two  hundre<l  and  six.  Fourteen  millions  were  add- 
ed to  the  population,  an  increase  of  187  per  cent,  or  at  the  rate 
of  one  per  cent.  aunu;i  1  i  ■ . ' 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

r.REAT  BKITAIN. — PllOPTITL-TlOX    AT  THE   PREPEXT  TIME. 

InfliK-ncc  of  the  WphIiIiv  riu^-o«. — Dovices  of  ProcnresM*. — .Scene  at  a  RailnaT 
Stmii'ii. — Orjriiiiiiatiiiii  fur  i  Mi>»|i|iiii|;  Wunieii. — S.-duition  nf  Children. — Con- 
tini'iitnl  Trnftii'. — Bn>ihel-k(i']»  :>. — "  Fuiicv  Men"  iiml  "  S|K)nn'"ys." — Number 
of  Brmhi'ls  in  London. — C"uu>->  of  I'roKtitiuinu. — Si-xuul  Dfsiro. — Scdm'tinu. — 
( lvrr-<TO«  dcd  Dwfllinp-. — I'arenljil  Exumplc. — t'ovpriy  nnd  Di'stitniion. — Pub- 
lic Amutu  menlK. — Ill-itssortcd  Marriape*. — Love  of  I)n'«>. — .Iiivcnilf  PriHitilu- 
tion.  —  Fn<t<!ii's. — Olwene  Pnb^K•ation.^. — (Vn»M-  of  IH.'.l. — Educntion  and 
C'limr. — Number  of  I'rnsiltutes. — Fcniali'  Populntion  of  London. — Working; 
CInsso. — Dotnestir  Sen-ant-s. — Needlewomen. — Ape.*  of  Prcisiiiiitet. — A,ren^ 
Life. — Condition  of  Women  in  London. — Charitable  Ini'titutiom. — Mm.  Frr't 
iH-ncTulnnt  Labors. 

The  corruption  oi"  court  morals  alone,  and  without  cireuiu- 
staiicrti  of  national  weight  nnd  moment,  has  seldom,  we  take  it, 
aft'eetid  the  hulk  of  the  populatii^n.  It  i.<  iiovertheless  undeniable 
tliat  :i  lax  morality,  and,  ()  fortiori,  a  system  of  .-ibsolute  pn)fligacT 
amouL'  the  wealthy  classes  of  society,  will  contribute  in  a  signifi- 
cant degree  toward  the  increase  of  prostitution  in  metropolitan 
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cities.  It  is  in  the  service  of  her  weulthy  custoiaers  and  palrond 
thai  the  pixjf'essiouul  procuress  is  chiefly  employed,  and,  stimulated 
by  high  gaius,  she  plies  her  vile  caUing.  aud  exertii  all  her  hellish 
ingenuity  to  discover  new  sources  of  amusement  and  gratification 
i'or  them. 

In  Fletcher's  "  Humorous  Lieutenant,"  written  in  1690,  a  court 
liawd  is  introduced  reading  her  miuuK'-book,  anil  calling  i:>ver  the 
regist<?r  of  the  females  at  her  command.  "Chlo«',  well— Cldoe 
should  fetch  three  hundred  and  fifty  crowns ;  fiftei-n ;  good  figure; 
daughter  of  a  country  gentleman;  her  virtue  will  bring  me  that 
sum,  and  then  a  riding-liorse  for  her  father  out  of  it ;  well.  The 
merchant's  wife,  she  clon't  want  money.  I  must  find  a  spark  of 
quality  for  her."  The  representation  of  siicli  cliaraeter  is  out  of 
vogue  in  these  days  on  the  English  stage ;  but,  while  the  projirie- 
ties  are  observed,  the  omission  is  but  a  veiling  of  the  subject. 
The  reality  exists,  though  unseen. 

In  tlie  Loudon  Timen  ol' July,  18oi5,  an  incident  is  thus  related 
by  a  correspondent:  ''I  waa  standing  on  a  railway  platform  at 

,  with  11  friend  w:iiting  fi^r  a  train,  when  two  ladies  came  iuto 

the  station.  I  was  aequiiinled  with  one  of  them,  the  younger, 
well.  She  told  me  she  was  going  to  London,  having  been  fortu- 
nate enough  to  get  a  liberal  engagement  as  governess  in  the  family 
of  the  lady  under  whose  charge  she  then  was,  aud  who  had  even 
taken  the  trouble  to  come  into  the  country  to  see  her  and  her 
friends,  to  ascertain  that  she  wa-i  likely  in  all  re.ipirts  to  suit.  The 
train  coming  in  sight,  the  fares  were  paid,  the  elder  lady  paving 
both.  I  saw  them  into  the  carriage,  and  the  door  being  closed,  I 
b<iwe<l  t<>  them  and  rejoined  my  friend,  who  happened  tx>  be  a 
liOndon  man  about  town.  '  Well,  t  will  say,'  said  he,  with  a 
laugh,  '  you  country  gentlemen  are  pretty  independent  of  public 
opinion.  You  arc  not  ashamed  of  your  little  transactions  being 
known!  'What  do  you  mean?'  I  asked.  'Why,  I  mean  your 
talking  to  that  girl  aud  her  duenna  on  an  open  platform.'    '  Why. 

that  is  Miss ,  an  intimate  friend  of  ours.'     '  Well,  then,  I  can 

tell  you,"  siiid  the  Londoner  t«^»  me,  coolly,  '  her  friend  is  Madam 

.  one  of  the  most  nott^i  procuresses  in  London,  and  she  has 

got  hold  of  a  new  victim,  if  she  is  a  victim,  and  no  mistake.'  I 
saw  there  was  not  a  minute  to  lose ;  I  rushed  to  the  guard  of  the 
tram,  and  got  him  to  wait  a  moment.     I  then  hurried  to  the  car 

riage-door  where  the  ladies  were.     '  Miss ,  you  must  get  out : 

that  fM'Tsoii  is  an  unfit  comjianion  for  you.     Madam  ,  we 
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kuow  who  you  are.'     That  was  one  victim  rescuitl,  but  hov 
«i-f  lost?" 

Ill  another  ca»t»,  the  practices  of  a  scoundrel  named  Phinu  were 
luuilc  llie  subjeet  nt' a  public  warning  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don fi\>ni  Ilia  judicial  chair.  This  lellow's  jthin  was  to  advertise 
from  abroad  for  ladies  to  go  to  Cologne,  or  other  places  on  the 
Rhine,  to  become  governesses  in  his  family,  which  was  travi-ling, 
juid  whost"  governess  had  unexpectedly  left  them,  or  been  taken 
ill,  or  was  otherwis*-  got  rid  of.  The  candidates  were  to  pay  their 
own  passage  ti>  the  ])laee  of  rendexA'oiis,  when  the  a{>])nintments 
of  till'  situation  wciv  to  rxinirneuee.  In  siiiiie  cas<\s  in  which  the 
practi«!es  of  this  rascal  had  failed  of  their  fn!l  effect,  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  defnimliiig  jmcir  women  of  their  funds,  and  they  had 
found  the  utmost  dilliculty  in  making  their  way  home  again. 

While  it  is  impossible  to  have  any  preeognizance  of  the  jM'rsona 
and  ciremnstaiices  among  wiiich  these  wretches  tind  their  Jirey, 
some  wises  are  ^M.*culiarly  within  the  .scojk'  of  their  Dperationa. 
Young  females  who  have  lost  their  tiatnnil  prf)tcctors,  and  are 
biN)iight  into  contact  with  the  world  under  their  own  guidance, 
are  citsily  imiH>sed  ujmiii  by  the  jiretended  friendship  of  these  jier- 
sons,  and  being  under  a  pretense  of  employment  inveigled  into 
their  houses,  are  there  kept  until  their  fall  is  accomplished  by  p«'r- 
suasion  or  force.  It  is  .said  that  women  even  attend  n-gularly  at 
clumhes  and  SundaC-selujols  for  the  purpose  of  decoying  female 
cliiliiren.  They  lirst  accost  them,  and  interest  them,  without  mak- 
ing any  direct  swlvanees.  The  next  time  they  proi'ced  a  little  far- 
ther, and  .soon  invit*?  thi-m  t<i  accompany  them  a  little  dist;uice, 
when  they  lead  them  to  a  lu'othel.  They  have  been  known  to  take 
the  children  away  in  the  j)re.sence  of  the  teacher,  who,  seeing  them 
a<-t  as  acquaintanc«'s,  had  no  suspicion  of  the  real  nature  of  their 
as.s<K*iations.' 

The  London  Society  for  the  Protwtion  of  Young  Females  have 
recorded  instances  of  children  of  eleven  years  of  age  iK'iiig  en 
trappiMl  liy  pnK'uresses  into  housi's  of  prostitution.  Tho.<e  who 
are  thus  d<"coyeil  arc  not  permitted  to  escape,  nor  to  go  into  the 
.stnvts  for  two  (»r  three  months.  By  that  time  they  are  suppoued 
to  Ih-  incapable  of  r^-tracing  their  .stops,  or  to  have  become  recon- 
eih'il  to  their  mode  of  life,  and  are  permitted  to  go  or  remain. 
Ofcasituially  they  are  turned  adrifl  to  .seek  new  lodgings,  their 
places  being  supplied  by  fresh  arrivals.     Some  of  these  children 
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fiud  their  way  home  again,  but  the  majority  of  them  p.re  of  course 
irretrievably  lost,  aud  continue  iu  the  course  into  which  they  have 
been  thus  indoctrinated. 

The  pnx'UR'Sses  havi-  ngonts  iu  diftcrent  jjart-!  of  London,  whose 
business  it  is  to  disi-ovrr  young  jx'rsons,  servant-girls  ami  oihei-s, 
who  are  dissatisfied  with  their  earnings  and  condition  iu  lite,  aud 
who  may  be  considered  suitable  subjects.  The  numln'r  >)f  .serv- 
ants out  of  place,  in  London  alone,  is  enormous — many  thou.sanda 
in  numb«'r:  and  a.s  "tiervice  i.s  n<<  inheritance,"  such  a  btnly  con- 
stitutes a  very  favorable  field  of  operations.  Tlie  internuHJiate 
a^nte  in  these  cases  are  small  shop-keepers,  lauudress<>.s,  char- 
women, and  such  others  iw  from  their  avixaitions  have  the  opjxjr- 
tuuity  of  IxHJoming  a<iquainted  with  young  women  in  .service. 
Ofimmon  lodging-house-kee]>eis  too,  residing  in  the  suburbs  of 
London,  contribute  their  quota  of  assistance.  Young  women  com- 
ing fresh  f  r(»iu  the  country,  and  sleeping  in  such  places  for  a  night, 
receive  reconnneiidations  to  |>rocures3es  and  brothel-keepei"s  a.s 
servants.  Intelligence-ottices  tor  hiring  servants,  which  in  London 
are  called  "Servants'  Bazars,"  and  are  not  under  any  license,  are 
visited  by  these  people  in  search  of  new  faces. 

In  some  (Mises  procuresses  are  found  to  act  on  Ijehalf  of  partic- 
ular individuals  only.  In  one  case,  such  a  woman  kept  a  small 
shop,  to  which  she  invited  servant-girls  in  the  neigh lK)rhiKKl  atler 
a  little  acquaintance.  By  her  assistance,  aided  by  liberal  enter- 
tainment with  wines  and  spinia,  her  employers  (two  men  of  prop- 
erty) were  enabled  to  ojrrupl  eight  servant-girls  iu  a  short  space 
of  time. 

A  constant  trade  in  prostitution  is  carried  on  between  L<jndou 
and  Hamburg,  Ltjndon  and  Paris,  and  London  and  the  country. 
Three  or  four  years  ago  a  trial  took  place  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  (London)  of  a  man  and  woman  who  were  engaged  in  the 
importation  of  I'emales  for  purposes  of  prostitution.  The  prison- 
ers were  convict^-d.  The  details  of  the  trial  show  that  a  regular 
organization  existed.  In  some  cases,  Parisian  prostitutes  were 
hired  in  Paris  for  the  London  market  by  the  ordinaiy  agents  in 
such  contracts;  in  other  cases,  the  parties  in  both  capitals  decoyed 
young  women  into  their  service  on  pi-etense  of  reputable  engage- 
ments, and  shipped  them  over  to  their  consignws.  Of  course, 
every  care  is  taken  in  these  matters  to  keep  the  transaction  confi- 
dential ;  for,  although  the  English  laws  are  practically  most  de- 
fective, still,  in  cases  exciting  any  degree  of  notorietj',  and  in  which 
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the  offense  can  bs  satisfactorily  established  by  legal  proof,  proe^- 
outions  do  take  place. 

We  can  not  elose  this  branch  of  our  subject  better  than  b}'  ouce 
iitraiii  quoting  t'ruui  the  Sfieetator,  and  jiiving  ii  genuine  letter, 
■Ahieh,  although  written  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  is  just  such  a 
one  U8  might,  for  a  similar  purpose,  be  penned  at  the  present 
day.  It  as  aceurately  describes  the  nuHle  in  which  •'  articles  of 
tnwie"  in  the  procuress  line  are  disposed  of  now  as  then. 

"  My  Lord, — I  having  a  great  esteem  for  yonr  honor,  and  a  better  opin- 
ion of  you  than  of  any  of  the  quality,  makes  me  acquaint  you  of  :in  affair 
that  I  hojie  will  oblige  yon  to  know.  I  have  a  niece  that  ninie  to  town 
about  11  fortnight  ago.  Her  parents  being  lately  dead,  .«lic  «ime  to  me,  ex- 
pecting to  have  found  me  in  so  good  a  condition  as  to  .set  her  uji  in  ii  inill'- 
ncHu  shop.  Her  father  gave  fourscore  jwunds  with  her  for  five  years.  Her 
time  is  out.  ami  she  is  nut  sixteen  ;  as  pretty  n  gentlewoman  as  ever  y-ju 
saw  ;  a  little  womuti,  which  I  know  your  lordship  likes ;  well-^ihapied,  and  as 
fair  a  eom[)lexio[i  for  ««!  and  white  a»  ever  I  saw.  I  doubt  not  but  your 
lordship  will  be  of  the  aame  opinion.  She  designs  to  go  down  about  a  month 
hence  exeept  I  can  provide  for  her,  which  I  can  not  at  prewnt.  Hi-r  father 
wan  one  with  whmn  ii'l  lie  had  died  with  him,  su  there  is  lour  i-hildreii  lefi 
de.stitutc;  so,  if  your  lordship  thinks  fit  to  make  an  appointment,  where  I 
("hall  wait  on  you  with  my  niece,  by  a  line  or  two,  I  stay  tor  vniu'  answer, 
for  I  have  no  place  fitt<>d  up,  siiue  I  luft  my  h()u»\  fit  to  entertain  your 
honiir.  I  told  her  she  should  gu  with  me  to  see  a  gentleman,  a  very  good 
friend  of  mine;  so  I  dtsire  yuu  (o  take  n<j  notice  of  my  letter  by  reason  she 
is  igtuirant  of  the  ways  of  the  town.  My  lord,  T  desire,  if  you  meet  us,  to 
come  alone,  for,  upon  my  word  and  honor,  you  are  the  first  that  I  ever  men- 
tioned her  to." 

Next  to  procuivssrs  in  this  gradation  of  iniquity  are  the  brothel- 
keepers,  who,  although  often  procureases,  are  not  necessarily  sa 
Shaksjx^are,  who  included  all  human  existence  in  the  sphere  of 
his  oV).»iervjilion,  says  of  tlo'in, 

"  A  bawd  !  a  wicked  bawd  I 
The  evil  that  tliou  causest  to  be  done. 
That  is  thy  means  to  live  :  do  thou  but  thiiJc 
What  'tis  to  cram  a  maw  or  clothe  a  buck 
From  such  a  filthy  viw ;  say  to  thywlf, 
Prom  their  abominable  and  benstli  touches 
I  drink.  I  «wt,  an-ay  m\:^-lf.  and  li\o. 
Canst  thou  In-IIi'vi'  ;iiy  living  is  a  life? 
I  So  stinkiogly  dcijending." 
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Mauj  of  these  persons  have  been  prostitutes  themselves,  and 
when  past  service  in  tin-  ouc  branch  of  business  have  naturally 
fallen  inttj  the  other.  Others,  witbnul  having  been  sueli,  atlopt 
the  trade  from  inclination  or  cirounistances.  The  condition  of 
these  people  and  the  interior  of  their  houses  are  as  various  as  the 
people  thcniselvrs.  At  the  west  end  of  London  there  is  a  consid- 
erable degree  of  style ;  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  they  are 
»;)rfli<l  and  filthy  habitations,  fit  only  for  deeds  of  darkness.  They 
are  confined  to  private  streets,  alleys,  and  lanes  out  of  the  great 
thoroughfares.  The  law  is  usually  put  in  operation  in  England 
against  the  brothel-kf<»pei-s  as  the  representatives  of  the  whole 
class.  As  they  get  the  ciiief  profits  of  the  trade,  so  they  run  all 
the  legid  risks.  The  inilictinents  against  them,  however,  are  com- 
panitively  few.  There  is  no  public  jtroseeutor  in  England,  as  with 
us.  The  police  ailministration  of  the  inctropilis,  jn-rliajw  the  best 
organized,  the  most  efficient  and  cheapest  department  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  dot's  not  include  the  prevention  of  brothels  within  its 
duties,  which  are  conlined  to  the  preservation  of  life  and  property. 
The  prosecution  of  brothel-keejiers  and  abolition  of  their  estal)- 
lishnient><  are  u.suallv  undertaken  by  the  parish  authorities  when 
thr  places  are  so  conducted  as  to  become  u  nuisan<'e  to  the  neigh- 
borhtKnl :  and  police  officers  merely  intertere  to  prevent  the  as- 
sejnblngt!  of  jirostitutes  in  the  jiiiblic  stre>ets,  or  the  solicitation  of 
pa.ssengers  by  tlieni.  Virtually  this  j)rovision  is  little  better  than 
a  de^d  letter,  and  the  women  evade  it  by  walking  when  an  officer 
is  in  sight,  imd  thus  deprive  him  of  the  only  proof  which  would 
enable  him  lo  i.iuke  an  arn-st.' 

Some  of  the  girls  who  pay  exorbitant  board  also  stipulate  to 
give  their  niistre-swes  one  half  of  their  cash  receipts,  which  are  fre- 
quently very  large  in  the  wise  of  attnictive  women,  amounting 
8ometinj<'s  to  one  or  two  hundred  dollars  a  week.  The  mistress 
is  treasurer,  and  the  prostitutes  rarely  succeed  in  receiving  back 
what  ostetisibJv  belongs  U)  them.  The  very  piiKSecution  before 
mentioned  originated  in  a  French  girl's  biiing  cheated  by  the 
brothel-kee|>er.  The  clothinsr  is  furnished  by  the  mistress,  and 
for  this  she  clmrges  price*  which  absorb  the  entire  eai'nings  of  the 


The  inclfcriunl  firovi.i.iuni  of  the  law  hare  rpcentlr  )>ni;iieP<l  thi-  Httttniion  M 
tlui  intiabiliint.'  uf  London,  untl  a  moetinf;  wns  held  in  January  of  the  present  year 
(185SJ  lo  coiihidrr  thi'  evil,  and  decide  wlint  Hc\m  should  be  taken  in  the  preminot. 
We  »h«n  notice  in  aniitlier  pnri  of  thi-.  work  '.m-  of  the  <<nKpe<ti(iiui  niiide  on  that 
occasion 
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girls.  She  livcn  couirives  to  furniph  thent  with  such  a  nuni\M?r 
of  showy  and  naelc3S  garments  thnt  she  keeps  them  always  in  her 
dehi.  and  >^<)  has  ii  lien  on  esu-h  to  j)nvenl  hiT  leaving  iw  long  as 
she  is  It  profitable  member  of  the  esinblishment.  Some  girls  who 
have  been  seduced  have,  when  entering  on  a  life  of  prostitution, 
extensivi'  and  valuable  wardrolMs.  The  mistreHs  runs  them  into 
debts  of  her  own  contracting,  and  if  they  become  dissatisfied  with 
their  tieatment  and  desin-  to  leave,  they  are  held  for  the  debt. 
By  the  common  law  of  England,  all  debts  incurred  li>r  an  immoral 
purpose  are  void,  but  this  law  is  «f  little  value  to  those  who  are 
ignorant  of  its  existence;  besides  which,  the  brothel •keej)ers  Imve 
pfis«essioii  of  the  bo<:)ty,  an<l  thus  ertretually  drive  the  debtor  to 
an  a»ljustment  of  the  matters  in  dispute. 

.'^neh  of  the  brothel-keepers  as  have  no  lawful  husbands  f»>rm 
iniimaciis  with  some  man  whom  they  support.  In  .slang  diiileet, 
there  is  a  class  of  men  called  "  s|iooneys,"  who  support  the  wom- 
en, or  furnish  them  with  funds  when  necessary.  Tiny  set  them 
Tip  in  liusiness,  become  responsiV)le  for  tlx'ir  debt**,  and  a.ssist  them 
in  all  their  difficulties.  The  "fancy  men"  are  thos«>  who  do  noth- 
ing for  them,  but  live  at  their  expen.se.  The  lower  class  of  broth- 
el-keeiK-is  have  no  "spooneys,"  but  they  invariably  have  •fancy 
men."  who  act  as  bullies,  ami  settle  by  physical  force  any  dispuu-s 
that  may  arise  between  the  inmates  and  their  \isitor8.  These 
men  s|).iid  the  day  in  t^ivcrus,  and  the  night  in  the  jmiticular 
brothels  to  which  they  are  attached,  and  are  frequently  felons  of 
the  deepest  dye. 

Some  <  if  the  brothel-keepers  are  married  women,  and  even  moth- 
ers of  tamilics.  The  luisbands  are  lazy,  worthle.>is  wreti-hes,  sA- 
dieted  to  gambling  and  driiikiug,  and  Virutally  indilVcrent  u>  the 
sources  (Vnm  whi<'li  ihcir  hi.\urics  are  suppliinl.  In  .some  cases 
the  wealthier  individuals  have  been  known  t<i  send  thiir  children 
to  go<Kl  schools  away  fnim  home,  and  to  have  kept  tin m  in  igno- 
nuice  iif  ihiir  <.)wn  wretched  vocation.  Thus  sin  entails  its  own 
pimishmeni. 

The  numbt^r  of  brothels  in  ].,ondon  has  been  variously  esti- 
mated. The  whole  number  of  houses  at  the  last  census  wsis  ihree 
hundn'<l  thou.sand  and  ujnvard.  Among  them  it  was  calculated, 
iihd  probablv  correctly,  that  there  were  five  thousand  bmthels,  in- 
cluding liou.scs  of  a.ssignation.  The  n^nts  of  these  establishments 
vary  as  much  as  the  houses  and  situations  (from  fii^een  hundnni 
down  to  one  hun<lred  dollars  a  year).     In  good  ut-igldxivhoods  we 
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shouM  W  slow  U)  Wjcvf  that  laiiWIonl.*  had  any  pn-inoiis  knowl- 
edge of  the  piirpow^K  to  whifli  tlifir  bouses  are  to  b«v  apjilicd.  In- 
dependent of  inonil  nbj»H'.tion>  such  n  honse  det<^riorate8  the  ohar- 
act^r  of  t>ie  pi^operix .  Indeed,  the  clauses  in  lea*-?  of  the  great 
London  propi-rties  aiv  very  strict,  and  include  all  objectionable 
trades  as  cjinsos  of  forfeiture. 

The  <>wners  of  the  hous»*s  are  of  all  chvsses.  The  Almonry  of 
Wej^tminsier,  onet*  the  ahixle  of  Caxton,  which  within  these  six  or 
eight  years  has  l>eeri  pulled  down,  was  one  of  the  vilest  aggrega- 
tions of  vice  and  crime  in  existence.  This  was  the  proiierlj'  of 
the  dejin  and  chapter  uf  Westmiusler  Abbey.  The  common  law 
of  England,  as  already  mentioned  in  the  matter  of  dress,  prohibits 
the  recovery  of  th<^  rents  of  houses  let  for  imtnond  |)urp<>sea. 
Maiiv  of  the  brothel-keepers  themselves  hire  houses,  furnish  theni. 
and  sublet  them.  It  has  been  marie  a  mutton-  of  reproach  that 
landlords  should,  even  indirectly,  derive  income  from  .such  .sources. 
But  poverty  and  vice  arc  clowly  allied ;  where  poverty  exists, 
vice  will  come.  It  is  impossible  for  a  landloitl  to  exclude  any 
class  of  tenants  in  a  jiarticular  neighl)orhood  suited  to  them,  and 
those  who  know  aught  alxiut  the  uiiprovemen!  ami  ventilation  of 
large  citii-s,  anil  the  breaking  up  of  bail  neighlwrhoods,  are  well 
aware  that  lUey  an?  accompanied  with  a  learful  amount  of  extra 
misery  to  the  very  po(ir. 

Ill  a  sub.sequent  ])oriion  of  this  work  we  have  endeavored  to 
analyze"  the  eau.ses  of  j>rostitution  a.s  it  exis^ts  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  It  may  In*  reiusonably  supposed  that  tla-  sjime  n^asons 
would  be  ajmlic^ible  to  the  kindred  j)eople  of  Great  Britain.  We 
give  the  llilktwing,  mainly  deduced  frotn  English  writei'S,  lis  indi- 
cating the  senlimentji  of  the  lH.*.st-in(brnied  in  that  kingdom  as  to 
the  .s<iurces  of  so  deeji-rooied  an  evil,  which  miL-st  be  sought  in  a 
variety  of  ciri'um.stances,  national  as  well  as  personal. 

^\.  profi'.s.>iional  man,  Mr.  Tait,  to  whose  pagt'S  we  have  iurne<l 
for  infbrtnation  as  to  pmstitution  in  fireat  Britain,  elas.iilit'8  the 
canseti  as  natuial  and  accidental.  The  natural  he  sulxlivides 
into  liciaitiousneas  of  disposition,  irritability  of  temper,  jiride  and 
love  of  dn-ss,  dishone«ty  and  love  of  pro[H*rty,  and  indoleu«!e. 
The  accidental  include  seduction,  ill-a.s8orted  marriages,  low  wa- 
ges, want  of  employment,  intempTnnce,  poverty,  defeiitive  ednea- 
tion,  bad  example  of  parents,  obscene  publications,  and  a  number 
of  mijior  (•««.«<■•«.  Without  aj>senting  to  the  classificatioa,  we  will 
aocejii  the  ennmenition. 
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Thf  opf^ratioii  of  sexual  desiiv  on  tin-  ll-maU"  sex  is  a  nnjotetl 
question  amontr  English  writers  on  prostitution.  Whether  it  is  la- 
tent, anil  never  powerful  enough  to  provoke  evil  courses  until  it  is 
itself  stimulated  and  roused  into  energy  by  external  einmnist.iiices. 
or  whether  it  be  an  active  principle  impelling  the  ill-regnil.'ited  fe- 
male mind  to  siierifiee  s<-lf-r&s|>ect  and  repuUition  in  tlie  gratilieation 
of  dominant  iinpalses,  has  been  frequently  discussed.  Many  cou- 
sider  that  its  influence  on  the  inducement  of  prostitution  is  no  less 
unsatistactorv  of  solution  thtui  the  phy.^^iological  probli-m.  alleg- 
ing that  those  who  have  followed  the  bent  ol'  their  natural  appe- 
tites would  undoubtedly  prefer  to  ascribe  their  lapse  to  other  cir- 
cumstances. This  subject  is  treated  more  fully  elsewhere,  and  it 
is  needless  to  repeat  here  the  views  there  expressed. 

That  sexual  desire,  once  aroused,  does  exercise  a  )>oient  influ- 
ence on  the  female  organization,  can  not  be  questioned.  Self- 
abuse,  which  is  a  jX'rverted  indulgence  of  the  natural  instinct, 
is  well  known  to  Knglish  physicians  ijs  being  pnieticed  among 
young  women  to  a  great  ext«'nl,  though  in  a  far  less  degree  than 
among  young  men.  Its  frightful  influenc<«  upon  the  latter  have 
been  the  subject  of  the  liveliest  anxiety  to  those  who  have  made 
the  care  of  youth  their  profession,  and  this  si>urce  of  tri)uble  is 
shared  to  some  degree  by  female  teachers.  Such  subjects  seem 
by  common  consent  to  In-  banished  from  rational  investigation  by 
the  majoiitv  of  people,  as  if  shutting  one's  eyes  to  the  fact  would 
prove  its  non-existence.  This  false  delicacy  is  more  injurious 
than  is  commonly  suppased;  for  the  unchecked  indulgence  in 
such  habit.s  is  not  r)idy  tlestnietive  of  health,  but  in  the  hi^'hcsi 
degree  inimical  to  the  moral  feeling,  and  diivctly  subversive  of 
all  self-rtsjH-et,  leaving  but  one  step  to  complete  the  final  desoeiu. 

Skiul'TIox.— The  efli-et  of  undue  familiarity,  and  loo  unre- 
strained an  int<>reourse  between  the  sexes,  cjin  not  be  exsiggerated 
as  paving  th<'  way  ff)r  the  last  la|)se  from  virtue.  It  is  precis«?ly 
these  familiarities  which,  in  ill-regulated  minds,  excite  the  first 
impulse's  of  desire;  and  even  where  such  a  n'sult  does  not  imme- 
diately flow  fr<5m  too  tree  an  intercourse,  it  brt'iiks  down  that  mod- 
esty and  res«'rve  which  .so  much  enhance  the  beauty  of  woman, 
and  constitute  her  besit  safeguard.  The  inclined  plane  by  which 
the  female  who])ermits  the  first  freedom  glides  unchecked  to  final 
ruin,  though  gradual,  is  very  difficult  to  retrace.  Thf  unrestrict- 
ed intercourse  pennitted,  or  rather  enconragi'd  btitween  the  sexes 
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at  places  of  public  aimt'seiiK'nt  imicL  iiidlitates  the  opponuiiities 
of  seduction.  Prostitutes  frequently,  and  we  believe  with  truth, 
allege  .seduction  a.s  the  llrst  step  lovvaixl  their  al»iiidoiie«l  course 
of  life,  and  the  allegation  itself  should  induce  a  svinpathv  for  the 
misfbitune  of  their  present  existence.  Although  in  some  cases 
the  storv  can  not  be  irn|)licitly  believed,  at  the  same  time  there 
is  no  doubt  that  a  heartless  seduction  is  but  to<i  frequent  a  circum- 
stance in  such  C4ISCS,  and  coTitriV>ut.e.s  it.s  sad  quota  of  heavy  ac- 
count to  prostitution. 

It  is  a  general  opinion  that  cases  of  (s<j  called)  seduction  in  En- 
glan<l  »x-cur  between  employers  and  female  servants,  and  thai  of 
these  are  vfist  numbers.  By  seduction  in  such  circumstances  is 
meant  the  inducement  to  do  wrong  by  pr<jmise8  or  other  sua- 
sives,  in  opposition  to  the  cotnmoidy  received  idea,  which  makes 
the  fell  the  result  of  strong  jH>rsonal  attachment.  In  a  work  like 
this  we  must  notice  the  largest  definitions,  and  can  not  consist- 
ently limit  ourselves  to  the  inducement  customarily  brought  for- 
ward in  law  pn >eeeding8,  namely,  "a  promise  of  marriiige."  In 
this  sense,  illegitimate  chUdren  may  be  said  to  be  the  consequence 
of  .seduction.  Certainly  not  all  of  them,  however,  because  many 
persons,  voluntarily  and  with  their  eyes  open,  enter  upon  cohab- 
itation arrangements ;  but  doubtless  many  are.  Once  seduced, 
of  couise  the  female  becomes  herself  the  seducer  of  the  inexperi- 
enced. 

The  policy  of  English  law,  of  late  years,  has  been  to  compel  the 
woman  to  proteet  herself — in  the  main,  a  wise  policy.  But  the 
balance  of  huuum  justice  is  very  unevenly  maintained.  The  male, 
the  real  delinquent,  incurs  no  legal  jjunishment,  and  but  little  so- 
cial reprobation.  Actions  for  seduction  an;  very  unjxipular,  and 
those  brought  l)ear  but  an  infinitesimal  proportion  to  the  occiir- 
rence  of  the  crime.  The  onus  of  proof  in  bastardy  afiUiutions  of 
course  rests  upon  the  woman.  Of  late  years  the  alterations  in 
the  law  have  thrown  gR-at  difficulties  in  her  way  by  what  is 
called  the  necessity  of  corroborative  evidence,  namely,  some  kind 
of  admission,  direct  or  indirwt,  or  some  overt  act  which  will  fiir- 
nish  oral  or  documentary  testimony  other  than  the  woman  s  un- 
supported statement.  This  may  be  strictly  expedient,  but  it  ren- 
dere  the  man  almost  irresponsible  if  he  only  play  his  part  with 
knavish  prudence.  Lastly,  popular  feeling  is  again.st  charges  of 
rape :  acquittal  is  very  frequent,  and  the  usual  rebuttal  is  to  im- 
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peach  the  character  of  the  prosecutrix.  The  opinioii  of  one  of 
Eiiglauil's  givatest  judges  has  passed  into  a  jnoverb :  "  No  charge 
so  ••lu'v  to  make,  none  so  difficult  to  disprove."  Queen  Eliza- 
betli's  mode  ofpi-ovuig  her  disbelief  of  rape  is  also  expressive  of 
public  opinion. 

From  tlie  combiiiutiou  of  these  circumstances,  it  would  seem 
that  sedui'tinii  must,  aliiiiK«t  as  a  matter  of  coui'se,  lead  to  prostitu- 
tion, inasmuch  !u>,  in  ordinary  English  parlance,  the  mother  of  a 
bastiird  and  a  prostitute  aiv  almost  synonymous. 

OVKKtKOWiiKK  DwKl.LlXCS. — The  uiitural  impulse.*  of  animal 
instinct  in  l>otli  sixes  stvm  to  In-  im}>licati'd  in  the  ettect  of  crowd- 
ed sleeping  apartments,  as  met  with  in  the  habitations  of  the  poor 
both  in  town  ami  country.  In  the  latter  we  have  the  show,  and 
smietimes  the  reality,  f>f  family  life  and  virtuous  poveity.  In  the 
towns  we  find  alnxles  of  |iovprty  aometitnes  honest,  sometimes  in 
closest  pro|iin(Hiity  or  intimacy  with  vice,  nrid  there  too  we  have 
the  dwelling-places  of  the  lowest  d»'pravity  and  vagabontlism. 

Those  who  have  not  given  their  atti-ntion  to  the  condition  of 
the  |)o<")r,  and  the  rcl.ition  which  their  lives  hold  to  the  ordinary 
habits  of  decency  and  njf>rality,  have  much  ditticidty  in  compre- 
hending, or  even  believing,  statements  which  embody  the  plainest 
every -day  truth.*.  It  is  hard  to  rt*alize  things  as  they  are,  if  the 
mind  lia.s  been  full  of  ideal  pict\ires  of  things  as  they  should  W. 
The  Dives  of  society  haslx^en  often  reproached  with  his  ignorance 
ofljizanis.  The  sin  lies  exactly  in  that  ignorance.  As  Carlyle 
finely  sjiys,  "The  duty  of  Christian  society  is  to  find  its  wcuk,  and 
to  do  it.''  Negative  virtue  is  of  no  practical  use  to  the  communi- 
ty. But  yet  the  ignorance  is  natural  enough,  and  no  eiu^ier  oi  re- 
moval than  other  ignonuKu-.  It  has  been  generally  attributed  to 
the  wealthv  and  upper  classes  of  society,  Init  it  exist*  just  the 
stuue,  ditl'ering  only  a  little  in  degree,  in  the  middle  class  oiid  mod- 
erately rich  nu'mlx'rs  of  the  English  .«ocial  system. 

The  misery  an<l  inconvenience  which  the  pour  suffer  from  the 
BtTaitne.ss  of  their  domestic  arrangements  arc  l)eyond  Ixlief. 
Grown-up  girls  and  lioys  sleep  in  the  same  Ix-d ;  brothel's  and  sis- 
ters, to  say  nothing  of  less  intimate  relation.*,  are  in  the  closest 
contiguity;  and  even  strangers,  who  are  admitted  into  the  little 
home  to  help  in  eking  out  the  rent,  are  placed  on  the  same  family 
ff»oting.  This  momentous  question  to  the  inoial  well-being  of  the 
})0<ir  ha.s  excited  very  lively  interest  in  England,  and  has  called 
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into  active  operation  several  philamliropic  associations,  whicli 
have  in  view  tlie  iinployiiieiit  of  ciipital  in  improving  and  cheap- 
eniiig  the  dwellings  of  the  working  ••la.-wcs.' 

In  Loudon  this  system  of  closi-  lodging  was  carried  lo  a  tearful 
pitch.  In  some  })laefs  from  five  to  thirteen  persons  slept  in  a 
single  bed,  while  in  the  country  the  evil  was  nearly  as  bad,  al- 
thougli,  from  the  slight  restraint  imj)Osed  by  family  ties,  the  actuiJ 
evil  is  positively  less;  though  the  moral  contanuuation  is  of  nearly 
the  same  extent,  and  paves  the  way  for  other  relations  out  of  doors. 
The  facts  which  justify  thest;  conclusions  are  to  be  found  in  a  va- 
riety of  shapes — parliamentary  reports,  statistical  tables,  appeals 
fix)m  clergymen,  addrtissi-s  from  philauihnjpic  associations,  etc.,  eU.-.' 

The  Honorable  and  Reverend  S.  O.  Osborne,  a  clergjrman  well 
known  for  his  philanthropic  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  poor,  says 
of  country  life  in  England  : 

"  Proni  infancy  to  puberty  the  laborer's  children  sleep  in  the  game  niom 
with  his  wife  and  liimself ;  Knd  whatever  .ittenipt«  at  decency  may  be  nutde, 
anfl  r  have  seen  many  ingenioiLs  and  most  praixeworthy  attempta,  still  there 
is  the  fiict  of  the  old  and  the  young,  married  and  unmarried,  of  both  s^xeti, 
all  herded  tugetber  in  one  and  the  same  sleeping  apartment.  *  *  *  *  I  do 

'  tifiienil  > 'I'omliiry  iiui'iiioii!*  ilo  iioi  come  within  tlic  .•icii|io  of  ilii»  work,  bat 
the  liilKir*  of  iIk'"«  ihvi'Ilinc  improvempiit  aisKoriation*  are  intimntelr  conncoteJ  with 
the  MilijiH'i  «■!•  Iiiivp  now  unilc-r  invpsii(;«tion.  In  I/onilon,  inixli'l  Iod|;iui;-lioiiim 
for  tincli-  miMi,  single  women,  ami  mHiried  coii|ile»  with  tlu-ir  children,  have  hcen 
trit'tl  iinil  foiiii'I  i*iuiti"nt]y  «occesi!*fiil,  lK»th  a>  a  iiii>ii('rali»  intcrest-payinj:  inve-tmeitl, 
uiil  ite  a  verj'  adiniralilr  urranncmcnt  for  proniotin;'  llie  nunfort  and  health  of  the 
workinir  rla-Mi-.  The  details  civcn  some  two  yean,  U(»o,  throiif;h  the  dally  |Mi|i<-n-, 
on  the  lod|;iii|'H  of  the  )Kior  and  the  very  |MX)r  of  New  York,  were  friphtfnl  enoueb 
10  excite  the  active  M*nipathy  <»f  the  h<»m'volent  capitaliKtii  of  tlibt  (jrtnit  city.  The 
very  bt-M  |ihilanthro|iy  \>  thai  which  tcacho>.  and  enuhlei.  the  (loor  man  to  beue6t 
hit  imn  condition.  This  (irincipli'  i<i  |irH<'lirnlly  in  o|HTatioii  all  over  the  I'niled 
Kliue«:  bill  in  trreat  citit**,  the  freedom  of  nction.  and  the  <lirecily  iK'nelicial  results 
of  fnitialitT  and  inUiittry,  anr  not  jio  immediate  a»  in  eoiintry  places.  The  attempt 
by  r!ii  |Kior  to  improve  tlicir  own  dwellinps  in  these  lar^'c  cities  i«  almost  ho|nde!i«, 
becaUM-  it  does-  not  ile|x'nd  upon  individual  exertions,  hut  on  combinutinn  Ixitli  of 
money  and  knowledge.  The  -'how.  when,  and  where"  have  to  he  found  out  and 
cmrried  ihroiich  :  very  !«m«ll  ilifticiillies  thesr.  and  cosily  overcome,  if  thofc  who  have 
the  reipiinite  meati.>  to  inny  out  such  a  reform,  and  thus  lend  their  aid  to  the  m>Iii- 
tion  of  an  ini|>ortHiit  -miul  problem,  have  an  inclination  commensiiraie  witli  their 
rejouni-!!. 

•  ."^ec.  in  |i«rtieiilar,  ««  recanls  London.  Statistical  Soriety'-;  Repon«.  vol.  xiil. ; 
Ref>firf<  of  .Metro|nditnn  A—ncintion  for  improvin(r  the  Ilnbitaiioas  of  the  Poor; 
Bo«rd  «f  Health  I'ap-r*.  Ami  for  the  eonnir)-  districts  Health  of  Town«  BeportS{ 
B<|«in  ou  the  Enipioymeut  of  Women  and  Children  in  Agriculture,  1848. 
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not  chooi*  to  put  on  i)ajH'r  the  disgusting  act^nea  that  I  have  known  to  occur 
friiin  the  promiscuotis  cmwdinp  i>f  tlie  sexes  together.  Seeiiif;,  homerer,  to 
irhat  the  mind  of  Ihe  young  fentale  i«  expoitd  from  her  veiij  chililkood,  1 
hor:  loiiir  ceased  to  woitder  at  Ihe  olhtrwiae  aenning  precocious  hcenliouatieas 
of  convermlioti  ichich  may  be  Iteard  in  every  field  ivhere  many  of  the  young 
art  nl  work  together." 

.  Ir.  ,\..  .Vustiii,  Assistant  Poor-Law  Coininissioner,  sjiys: 
*'  The  sleeping  of  bojB  and  girls,  joung  men  and  young  women,  in  beds 
aliiuiot  tonching  one  another,  must  have  the  effect  of  breaking  down  the 
great  liarriers  between  the  sexe.s.     Tlie  ucroiiiimidutioii  for  .sleeping  is  such 
Ha  iieces-sarily  to  create  early  and  illicit  t'uwiliurity  between  the  ueicus." 

Without  entering  into  ilistgiLsting  details,  ihu  paiii  ui  )i.  riisnig 
which  could  add  nothing  to  the  value  of  the  statements,  lh<-  eon- 
cliision  is  indisputable  that  tnuth  of  prostitution,  if  not  of  prostitu- 
tion for  hire,  certainly  of  prostitution  from  corrupt  and  profligate 

y/^  motives,  is  engendered  by  the  vicious  habits  induced  by  habitual 
pn)ximity  of  the  sexes  in  early  life.  The  prostitutes  themselves 
frequently  assign  these  habits  as  the  commencement  of  their  career 
of  vice,  and  some  ev^•n  admit  the  breach  of  the  closest  natural  ties 
during  e.nrly  youth,  by  reason  of  the  too  great  facilities  thus  of- 

V  fered.'  The  great  importance  of  this  want  of  di'ceney  and  [intpri- 
ety  in  family  life  can  not  be  overrated.  The  contagious  nature  of 
vice  is  proverbial ;  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  imagine  the  power 
attained  by  ill-comlit'oned  children,  and  the  fatal  readiness  with 
which  their  sinful  words  and  practices  are  proptigated. 

The  cheap  lodging-houses  are  a  jjendanl  to  the  clos<'-paekiMl 
dwellings  of  the  p<Hir,  although  they  do  not  pnxlu'X  the  same 
early  pernicious  results  as  indecency  and  immorality  in  family  life. 
Tlie  latter  prepare  the  way  to  the  scenes  of  the  common  lodging- 
house,  in  which  the  lowi-st  depth  of  vice  is  sjjcedily  reached.  Here 
pnwtitution  is  habitual — a  regular  institution  of  the  place.  Tha 
smallest  nnaginable  quantities  of  food  can  be  puivha^rd;  adidts, 
youths,  and  children  of  both  se.xes  are  received,  and  henl  promis- 
cuously together ;  the  prices  of  beds  are  of  the  lowest  (from  three 
to  six  cents);  no  questions  are  asked,  and  the  place  is  fivi-  to  all. 
A  uew-eomer  is  soon  initiated,  or  rtither  forced  into  all  the  myste- 
ries of  iniquity.  01»conity  and  blasphemy  are  the  staple  conver- 
sation of  the  inmates;  every  indecency  is  openlv  performed  ;  the 

Mayhpw'a  Letter*  to  tlie(Tx)ndoD)Monunft  Chronicle;  Majhew'a  Londoo  La* 
bor  anti  the  London  Poor. 
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girls  recite  aloud  their  experiences  of  life;  ten  or  a  dozen  sleep  in 
one  bed,  many  in  a  stale  of  nudity.  Indeed,  the  details  of  these 
places  are  horrible  beyond  description.  Unmitigated  vice  and 
lustful  orgies  reign,  unchecked  by  precept  or  example,  and  the 
ix>int  of  rivalry  is  as  to  who  shall  excel  in  filth  and  abomination. 

Example  is  the  next  immediate  cause  in  what  may  be  consid- 
ered the  natural  series.  There  are  a  few  prostitutes  who  have 
children.  That  these  latter  should  follow  the  smne  course  is  quite 
in  the  common  course  of  events,  although  considerable  anxiety  is 
twcasionally  evinced  by  such  women  to  have  their  children  brought 
up  to  better  courses.  Such  redemption  is  all  but  iiiipus-Hible.  In 
ortlinary  life,  however,  the  mind  of  youth  is  often  perverted  by 
direct  evil  example  in  the  elders ;  and,  as  we  have  already  re- 
marki'd,  tin-  corruption  of  tlie  human  aifections  in  their  fountain- 
head — tiiiiiily  life — when'  tiiey  ought  to  be  sweetest  and  purest,  is 
more  fatiilly  demoralizing,  and  more  certain  to  insure  eventual  ruin 
than  ahno.st  any  otlier.  FailK'rs  and  mothers  are  both  wanting 
otten  enough  in  their  duty,  although  it  i.s  a  matter  of  universal 
faith  that  the  influence  and  example  of  the  father  an?  of  less  im- 
jwrtanee  than  th;it  of  tlie  tuother.  A  bad  man  may  liave  virtuous 
children,  a  biui  woman  hardly  ever.  There  arc  wises  where  the 
mother  and  dangiitcr  sleep  in  ihe  same  bed,  each  with  a  male 
partner.  In  the  city  of  Kiliiiburgh  there  are  two  mothers,  prosti- 
tut<*s,  raeli  with  four  daiijihters,  prostitutes;  five  prostitute  moth- 
ers each  with  three  prostitut<>  daughters,  ten  such  with  two  daugh- 
lei-s  ea<li.  and  tweiit  y-liuii'  such  with  one  daughter  each,  all  follow- 
ing thi'  jir»ictices  of'tiie  mothers.' 

Such  influences  bntught  to  bear  on  the  young  are  irresistible. 
This  mitv  perlia|)s  aeconiit  for  the  number  of  sisters  who  carry  on 
prostitution.  The  elfeet  of  mere  sisterly  example  would  Yte  suf 
ticient  t4i  account  for  the  circumstance,  but  the  parental  becomes 
almost  a  i:ompulsion,  inu.<'much  as  the  pan'ut  (in  such  cireum- 
simice.s  the  mother)  will  not  only  connive  at,  but  K-  the  main 
cause  of  her  child's  min  for  her  own  direct  profit  and  advantage. 
This,  indeed,  seems  more  aceordaiit  with  our  ideas  of  the  natural 
teniiencies  of  prostitutes  and  |)nR'ure88es,  than  that  such  persons 
sliould  be  excessively  anxiou«  for  their  children's  purity  and  mor- 
al welfare. 

Poverty  is  an  int^^gral  part  of  nearly  all  the  conditions  of  life 
'  Twit's  Prostitutiua  in  Edinburgh. 
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which  we  have  to  consider  as  incentives  to  prostitution.  In  some 
inskmces,  more,  perhaps,  t/tan  inai/  be  generally  credited,  poverty  is  a 
direct  and  proxiviale  cause  of  thin  vice.  In  other  words,  *'  iromeii 
previously  and  other-wise  virtuous  do  prostitute  their  bodies  for  breads 
In  most  of  the  cases  enumerated  except  that  purely  natural,  but 
rare  one,  innate  sexual  desire,  poverty  is  a  remote  •cause.  From 
the  number  of  the  human  race  who  are  under  its  griping,  chilling 
pressure,  poverty  may  be  set  down  as  a  fruitful  source  of  pros- 
titution. 

The  connection  of  political  circumstances  with  the  phases  of 
public  morals  is  more  iutimate  thuii  the  consideration  of  the  su- 
pcrlicial  differences  of  the  two  inattci-s  would  at  tirst  sight  imply. 
But  an  attentive  comparison  of  the  state  of  public  protiperity  with 
the  state  of  public  crime  will  show  that  crime  is  somewhat  de- 
pendent on  food:  the  man  with  a  well-filled  .stomach  is  no  foe  to 
order.  Prostitution,  as  a  means  of  supplying  the  cravings  of 
hunger,  is  part  of  the  same  connection.  It  is  true  that  in  En- 
gland there  are  poor-laws  and  work -houses,  from  and  in  wliich  ev- 
ery destitute  person,  without  reference  to  character,  hits  a  right  to 
food  and  shelter.  In  the  fii^t  place,  however,  the  work-houses  are 
objects  of  unmitigated  aversion  to  the  poorer  classes.  Various 
rules^  in  themselves  hard,  but  rendered  neces.«arv  by  consideration 
for  the  rate-jiayers  as  well  as  for  the  beneficiaries,  such  a.s  separa- 
tion of  husband  and  wife  while  receiving  relief,  separation  of 
child  and  parent,  etc.,  make  the  work-Louse  system  odious  to  the 
worthy  and  honest  poor;  while  the  strict  rules,  and  the  restraint 
and  discipline  enforced  within  the  walls,  make  it  still  mure  cKlious 
to  those  who  place  their  happiness  in  license  and  in-egularity ; 
added  to  this,  in  populous  anil  poor  districts,  the  claims  upon  the 
work-house  in  seasons  of  distress  are  too  numerous  fur  its  capa- 
bilities. It  is  an  awful  truth  that,  notwithstanding  the  enormous 
revenues,  nearly  fifty  miltion.s  of  dollars  per  annum,  collected  for 
poor  relief,  and  the  immense  establishments  instituted  throughout 
the  country  for  the  support  and  shelter  of  the  distressed,  some- 
times the  numb«^r  of  applicants  is  so  great  that  their  demands  can 
not  1h'  met.  Possibly,  if  these  unfortunates  could  Iw  distributed 
throughout  the  kingdom,  so  that  the  poverty  of  one  .spot  could  be 
balanced  by  the  comparative  prosperity  of  another,  the  fearful 
starvation  in  the  midst  of  plenty,  which  is  occasionally  witnessed, 
need  not  occur.     But  in  the  mean  while,  and  until  the  time  when 
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all  the  schemes  and  devices  of  modern  improvement  and  advance- 
ment shall  be  finally  fiertected,  and  universal  happiness  attained, 
there  js  a  iniiss  uf  inconceivable  wretchedness  to  l)e  dealt  with. 
In  "  Household  Words"  for  November,  I800,  Mr.  Dickens  gives  a 
harrowing  picture  of  London  distress,  of  which  he  was  himself  an 
eye-witness. 

It  was  a  dark,  rainy  evening,  and  close  against  the  wall  of 
Whitechapel  Work -house  lay  five  bundles  of  rags.  Mr.  Dickens 
and  his  fneiid  Uxyked  at  theni,  aiui  allenipted  U)  rouse  them  in 
vain.  They  knocked  at  the  door,  were  admitted,  saw  the  master 
of  the  work-hou.se,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  then-  were  five  hu- 
man beings — I'eniales— lying  on  the  ground  outside,  cold  and 
hungry.  He  did — at  first  he  was  annoyed — such  applications  were 
frequent — Low  could  he  meet  them? — the  house  was  full — the  cas- 
ual ward  was  full — what  could  he  do  more?  When  he  found 
that  Mr.  Dickens's  aim  was  inquiry,  not  fault-finding,  he  was  soften- 
ed. The  case  was  certainly  shoc^king:  how  was  it  to  be  met? 
Mr.  Dickens  ssiid  he  bad  heard  outside  that  these  \vretched  beings 
had  been  there  two  nights  alivady.  It  was  very  possible.  He 
could  not  deny  or  affirm  it.  There  were  often  more  in  the  same 
plight, — sometimes  twenty  or  thirty.  Ueuhe  master)  was  obliged 
to  give  prt>ference  to  women  with  children.  The  place  was  full. 
Unable  to  do  more,  Mr.  Dickens  left.  On  getting  outside,  he 
roused  one  of  these  poor  wretches.  She  looked  up,  but  said  noth- 
ing. He  asked  lier  if  she  was  hungry ;  she  merely  looked  an  af- 
firmative. Would  she  know  where  to  get  somethmg  to  eat? 
she  again  assented  in  the  same  way.  "Then  take  this,  and  for 
God's  sake  go  and  get  something."  She  took  it,  made  no  sign  of 
thanks — "gathered  herself  up  and  slunk  away — wilted  into  dark- 
ness, silent  and  heedless  of  all  things." 

To  what  will  not  such  misery  as  this  compel  suffering  human 
nature?  In  times  of  commercial  depression  the  police  of  London 
note  an  increase  of  street  prfvstitutioii.  Jt  is  said  in  the  cities  of 
England  that  the  permanent  prostitution  of  each  place  has  a  nu- 
merical relation  to  the  means  of  occupation.  In  Edinburgh  there 
are  but  few  chances  of  employing  female  labor.  Glasgow,  Dun- 
dee, and  Pai.sley  are  the  seats  of  manufactures,  and  employ  female 
labor  exten.iively.  According  to  Tail,  the  prostitution  of  Edin- 
burgh far  exceeds  its  proportion  of  pmstitution  to  population  as 
compared  with  the  manufacturing  towns.' 

ThcM-  ronctuninni,  are  not  always  reliahli-.     Other  raoaes  may  operate.     If  ws 
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It  seems  unnecessary  to  multiply  instances  of  poverty  and  iu- 
digenee,  inasmuch  as  the  fact  is  most  miserably  indisputaUr: 
ahirt-makiiigat  three  cents,  paiitalouii-inukiug  at  live  or  six  ceuts> — 
unceasing  labor  of  fourteen  h<  )iiis  a  day  bringing  in  only  sixty  or 
eighty  cents  u  week,  and  competition  oven  to  <jbtaiii  this.  As  the 
London  Times  once  said,  '"The  m-i'dlc  is  the  normal  fmpli'vmenl 
of  every  English  wuman  ;  what,  iIum).  must  bi-  lln'  condition  of 
those  tens  of  thoussinds  who  have  nothing  Imt  that  to  (K'|»'iid 
upon  ?"  Of  hitc  years,  ti>o,  u  still  farther  competition  has  been  in- 
troduced in  that  ingenious  inventicm  of  uur  country,  the  sewing 
machine. 

In  order  to  shuvv  the  ivlatioii  between  unpaid  and  cxe<'.s.sive  la- 
bor and  prostitution,  we  will  insUmec  u  few  eases. 

One  yn\uig  woman  said  she  madf  mol<-skiu  p;iiitiiloon.s  (a  very 
strong,  stirt'  fal>ric)  al  the  rate  of  lifteen  cents  per  pair.  She  could 
manag<>  twelve  pairs  per  week  when  there  wa.s  full  employ- 
ment; s<imctimcs  .she  could  not  get  work.  She  worked  from  .six 
in  the  morning  until  ten  at  night.  With  full  work  shi-  eniilcj  make 
two  dollars  a  week,  out  of  which  she  had  to  expend  tiiiriy-eight 
cents  for  thread  and  candle.  On  an  avi-ragc,  in  cons4-quencc  of 
short  work,  she  could  not  make  mon^  than  seventy-five  cents  a 
week.  Her  father  was  dead,  and  she  had  to  suppoit  her  mother, 
who  W!W  sixty  years  of  age.  This  girl  endured  her  nnKli>  of  ex- 
istence for  three  years,  till  at  length  she  agreed  to  iivi*  with  a 
young  man.  When  she  made  this  statement  she  was  within  thr«» 
months  of  her  conlincmeiit.  She  felt  the  disgrace  of  her  condition, 
to  relieve  her  fnun  which  she  said  she  prayed  f<.>r  death,  and 
would  not  have  gone  wrong  if  she  could  have  helped  it.' 

Such  a  ca.se  jus  this  si-aircly  couu-s  within  the  term  jirostitution, 
but  she  .stated  that  ruany  girls  at  the  sliop  advised  pi-ostitution  us 
a  resource,  and  that  others  should  do  as  they  did,  as  by  that  ttu-ans 
they  had  procured  plenty  to  eat  and  cli>thes  to  wear.  Shi-  gave 
it  as  hci'  opinion  that  none  of  the  thousands  of  girls  who  work  at 
the  same  business  earn  a  livelihoo*l  by  their  needle,  but  that  all 
must  and  do  prostitute  themselves  to  elc  out  a  .iiilmstvnrfi. 

Another  woman,  a  ci>se  more  directly  in  point,  also  said  she 
eould  not  earn  more  than  sevent^'-five  cents.    She  was  a  widow, 

lecollen  rifihtiT,  Edinbnr|;h  is  a  carrinon  town.     In  factory  towm,  moreovfr.  we 
■hoald  always  rxjiect  to  find  a  very  lar^  amonnt  of  immorality,  which  would  iome- 
what  displan;  open  and  avowed  (irnstilntion  for  hirt'. 
'  Mayhew'k  Li!tt«n  lo  the  London  ilonuHtj  C^roni^ 
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and  had  ihrvc  cliildivn  when  her  husband  died.  Herself  and  litr 
childivii  had  to  live  on  these  seveiit3'-rive  cents.  She  might  have 
gone  into  t\w  work-house,  and  l>'en  there  hetter supported  than  \>y 
her  labor.  Had  she  done  «>,  the  laws  of  the  work-house  are  ine.\- 
orablc,  she  would  have  been  separated  from  her  children.  Al- 
though one  child  died,  sh<'  was  now  so  reduced  that  she  ctiuld 
not  procure  food.  Slie  t«x)k  to  the  street  for  a  living,  and  she 
declared  that  hundreds  of  married  and  single  women  were  doing 
the  sjiiiu-  thing  lor  the  sjinie  reasons. 

A  widow  who  had  buried  all  her  children  could  not  support 
herself  From  sheer  inability  to  do  so  she  took  to  prostitu- 
tion. 

A  remarkably  fine-looking  young  woman,  whose  character  for 
sobriety,  honesty,  and  industry  was  vouched  by  a  numbt.'r  of  wit- 
nes.ses  as  uninipeachablf,  had  been  cotapfllt-d  to  work  at  fine  shirts, 
by  which  she  could  not  earn  more,  on  an  average,  than  thirty-five 
cent-*  a  week.  She  had  a  child,  and,  being  unwilling  to  go  to  the 
work-iiouse,  she  was  driven  by  indigence  U)  tbi-  streets.  Struck 
with  remorse  and  shame,  and  for  the  sake  of  her  child  determined 
to  abandon  prostitution,  she  fasted  whole  days,  sleeping  in  win- 
ter-time in  sheds.  Ouui'  her  child's  legs  froze  to  her  side,  and  ni?- 
cessity  again  compelled  her  to  take  to  her  former  course.  Her 
father  had  been  an  Independent  preacher. 

These  circumstances,  and  innumerable  others,  will  establish  in- 
coutestably  the  intimate  relation  which  poverty  bears  to  prostitu- 
tion. A  con.sideratton  of  such  circumstances  as  the  foregoing,  and 
the  everv-diiy  nkservation  of  hosU;  ol  othei's  of  a  similar  character 
which  will  c<ime  within  the  cognizance  of  any  one  who  searehi-s 
into  hunum  motives,  must  incline  all  but  the  nitist  outrageously 
virtuous  to  Judge  more  tenderly  of  the  failings  and  errors  of  tbeir 
fellow-creatures. 

All  young  females  engaged  in  sewing  are  liaV>le  to  the  siime  dis- 
tres.s,  and  the  same  resource  against  it  is,  of  course,  open  to  alL 
The  hard  labor  and  long  hours  are  the  least  part  of  the  evil,  al- 
though in  that  light  even  there  would  be  ground  for  eominisera- 
tiou.'     The  real  grievance  is  that  the  most  patient  ainl  ludustri- 


■  When  Mrs.  Sydney  Heriiert  iiuititntcd  her  Distressed  Nefdlpwuman's  S<Kiety, 
s  preat  iloiil  was  ihoucht  to  huve  ^toen  iu(<im|ili«htM!  in  one  iinrtiiular  hram  h  nf 
femnlr  lalmr — the  millinery  and  dres*-ninkin(»  hiisincs.>i — when  r  he  leading  employ- 
ers hail  heen  induced  to  [iroiniiie  timt  the  working-day  should  be  restricted  to 
»welve  hoiir^.  —  Xrfjlrtcomim'ii  Socielg  Rtftort,  1848. 
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_,  Oils  can  not,  bv  any  hours  of  labor,  earn  a  sufficiency  to  supp<jrt 
thtMnselves.  It  is  true  that  the  work-house  is  the  legal  retuge  of 
the  poor;  but  the  tender  mercies  of  the  work-house  havt.-  patwed 
into  a  proverb.  The  ix)licy  of  the  poor-laws  as  administered  is  to 
deter  the  needy  from  applying  for  relief  except  in  very  extreme 
cases.  Hence  many  rules  are  made,  and  much  formality  is  inter- 
posed, which  render  the  legal  provisions  so  irksome  and  unbear- 
~^  able  that  many  fly  to  the  nearest  means  of  satisfying  their  wants 
■^      rather  than  demand  liieir  legal  rights. 

Domestic  Servants  are,  in  resjiect  of  their  removal  from  ab- 
\  solute  want  while  in  service,  more  happily  .situated  than  those  who 
'^  are  thus  dependent  upon  the  needle.  But  they  are  ojjen  to  influ- 
ences of  another  kind — we  mean  seduction  by  masters  and  male 
memlx'rs  of  the  household.  Wliv're  this  evil  begins  is  an  exeeed- 
ingly  difficult  question  to  det(;rmine.  When  corrupted,  they  Vje- 
come  themselves,  by  the  very  opportunities  they  possess,  ready 
and  dangerous  instruments  of  corruption,  and  contribute  to  dis- 
seminate the  poisons  of  immorality  and  ol' hmlily  diseiLse.  We 
have  already  incident^illy  mentioned  that  this  class  is  at  times 
open  to  a  great  deal  of  [wverty  and  di.stre.>«,  namely,  when  out  of 
service,  and  at  such  times  they  are  j)eeuliarly  the  mark  for  the 
lures  of  persons  who  make  seduction  their  business  and  profitable 
occupaticiu.  • 

The  domestic  servants  and  the  sewing-women  are  the  principal 
adult  laborers  of  Great  Britain,  except  the  factory  girls.  In  1851 
there  were. 

Seamstreeaes    ....     72.940 
Stay-makeni    ....     12,969 

and  oi'the.s^'  one  third  were  umler  twenty  years  of  age. 

Places  of  Public  Amisement  in  England  are  few  when  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  Continent,  and  their  influence  mast  be  pro- 
portionately less.  On  the  Continent  dancing  salo<jns  are  a  prom- 
inent feature ;  in  England  this  character  of  eiiterUiinment  is  al- 
most unknown.  In  London  there  are  a  few  places  of  this  sort, 
such,  for  example,  as  Cremorne  Gardens.  Mr.  Tait  lays  some 
stress  on  the  evil  effects  of  dancing-houses  in  Edinburgh.  We 
should  be  inclined  tf)  tiiink  the  aiscs  of  misconduct  traceable  to 
these  places  actually  few  in  numlKT,  though  not  unworthy  of  no- 
tice. The  single  females  who  frequent  dancing-nxjms,  theatres, 
and  other  .similar  places  in  England,  without  friends  or  familv  es- 
cort, have  very  little  virtue  to  risk.    The  country  fairs  are  far 


Female  domestic  servants,  905, 165 
Dress-Biakere     .     ,     .     270,000 
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more  injurious;  they  are  indiscriminately  attended  by  all  tigea 
and  sexes,  and  their  effects  upon  the  female  agricultural  popula- 
tion are  often  very  pernicious.  Greenwich  Fair,  a  three  day:j' 
scene  of  rollicking  and  junketing,  was  held  at  Easter  and  Whit- 
suntide, in  the  outskirts  of  Loudon,  but  is  now  aV)olished.  It  had 
its  uses  a  century  or  two  ago,  but  recently  had  been  attended  by 
idl  the  idlers  of  London,  of  both  sexes,  and  was  justly  dreaded  by 
the  friends  of  youth.  It  is  proverbial  that  muiv  young  women 
were  debauched  at  Greenwich  Fair  (allowing  for  its  duration)  than 
at  any  other  place  in  England. 

Ill-assorted  Markiages  are  decidedly  a  cause  of  prostitution. 
Certainly  breach  of  the  marriage  vow  is  one  thing,  prostitution  for 
hire  another.  In  estimating  the  number  of  prostitutes  in  Edin- 
burgh at  eight  hundred,  Mr.  Tait  adtls  two  hundi-ed  to  them  under 
the  head  of  marrie<l  women,  which  he  considers  accrue  from  ill- 
assorted  marriages.  That  the  marriage  was  ill-assorted  is  plainly 
shown  by  its  result,  and  tlial  want  of  congeniality  and  tempera- 
ment is  the  cause  of  prostitution  to  the  extent  thus  uamed  we 
have  no  ground  to  question.  He  speaks  of  such  women  sell- 
ing their  favors  generally  to  one  lover  only,  occasionally  to  any 
one  who  will  pay;  although  the  latter  forms  what  is  commonly 
known  as  prostitution,  no  other  construction  can  be  put  upon  the 
former. 

Love  of  Dress  is  another  incident  which  many  writers,  and  ilr. 
Tait  among  them,  have  introduced  into  the  direct  causes  of  prosti- 
tution. We  should  consider  it  douV>tful  if  any  woman  ever  posi- 
tively sold  her  virtue  for  a  new  gown  or  a  knot  of  ribbons.  Of 
course,  after  the  Rubicon  is  crossed,  all  subsequent  steps  are 
easy,  and  may  be  taken  from  any  motive.  The  lovi-  of  admi- 
ration, which,  under  regulation,  is  sometimes  a  commendable  in- 
stinct, when  uncontrolled,  becomes  a  snare.  The  love  of  dress 
is  a  modification  of  this  sentiment,  and  may  help  to  work  mit 
the  effect  when  other  ciuises  have  overthrown  the  balance  of  the 
mind. 

JfVEXlLE  ProstitI'TION. — Wi;  have  now  arrived,  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  causes  of  prostitution  in  England,  at  decidedly  the 
mo^t  painful  of  all  the  phenomena  connected  with  this  condition 
of  human  life,  namely,  the  immense  extent  ofjuvenilc  depravity. 
We  have  already  sketched  the  evils  of  insufficient  house  accom- 
modation and  its  noxious  effects  upon  the  morals  of  the  rising 
generation.     In  this  connection,  also,  bad  example  is  particularly 
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pixjiuiuent;  perhaps,  indeed,  with  respect  to  the  young,  evil  com- 
municiitions  are  the  greatest  dangers. 

The  work-house  was  formerly  one  great  hotbed  of  vice,  and  the 
greatest  license  and  irregularity  prevailed  in  every  deimrtnient. 
That  children  bom  or  brought  up  in  such  a  pltur  should  grow  up 
debased  was  perfectly  in  the  exj)ected  course  of  things.  Now, 
however,  under  the  new  PfKir-Law.-*  Commission,  the  scene  is 
stripped  of  its  niore  revolting  accessories.  The  .sexes  do  not  min- 
gle, children  do  not  as3tx.-iat»'  with  adults:  some  modicum  of  edu- 
cation is  given.  The  sweetest  and  holiest  of  all  ties,  that  of  family, 
— ^  yet  wanting,  and  self-respect  is  totally  deficient.  In  the  absence 
of  the.-ie  protective  influences,  the  wonder  is,  not  that  so  many 
children  should  tuni  out  ill,  but  that  so  many  girls  should  turn 
out  well.  Formerly,  also,  then-  wjis  a  .system  of  compulsory  pau- 
per apprenticeship,  and  the  interests  of  tht  parish  apprentice  out 
of  doors  were  very  little  looked  after.  Thi.s,  again,  has  been  alter- 
ed, both  in  Uiwn  and  cwuntry,  and  the  improvement  is  marked. 

Even  with  all  this,  it  is  recorded  in  the  Londoti  Thnts  (June, 
1848)  that  a  correspondent,  visiting  one  of  the  mctropohtan  work- 
houses, was  struck  by  the  happy  and  healthy  appearance  of  the 
female  children,  and  inquired  of  the  master  of  the  work-house 
what  became  of  all  of  them.  He  was  informed  that  they  were 
sent  out,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  as  servants  or  in  other  capacities, 
and  that  ni'ue  tenUis  of  them,  after  coming  backward  ami  forward 
from  their  places  Ui  the  work-house,  eventually  got  corrupted  and 
took  to  the  streets. 

Factories  are  made  accountable  by  many  writers  for  much  ju- 
venile immorality  and  prostitution.  Factories  in  England  are,  as 
most  of  our  readers  are  aware,  in.stitutions  materially  differing  in 
some  respects  from  those  of  our  own  country.  In  nofeatui-e  is  there 
so  wide  a  di.>*similarity  as  in  the  character  of  the  work-people. 
The  factory  children  of  England  an>  the  ofispring  of  the  poorest 
of  the  community,  whose  only  beritiige  is  pauperism,  with  wages 
at  no  lime  too  gcxKl,  and  often  at  starvation  point.  The  miserable 
earnings  of  the  factory  operatives  are  still  farther  reduced  by  con- 
stant strikes  and  contests  with  their  emi>loyers,  in  which  it  is  a 
ftrcgone  conclusion  that  the  workmen  must  yield.  Maeaulav  tells 
ustliat,  two  centuries  ago,  the  employment  ofcliildren  in  faclnries, 
and  the  dependence  of  the  parent's  bread  nixin  the  ehililn-nV  earn- 
ings, was  a  notorious  fact,  much  condemned  hy  philanthropists 
The  introduction  of  machiuery  and  the  value  of  child-labor  grad- 
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there  is  a  public  dexnarnl,  no  repressive  laws  will  ever  prevent 
trade.     The  attempt  at  repression  but  makes  it  more  profitable. 

To  the  I'orruption  of  the  youthful  mind  and  the  preparatives 
for  prostiiutiuii  these  publications  must  contribute.  It  is  matter 
of  question  what  number  of  prostitutes  have  become  such  directly 
from  this  caust\  The  resultii  of  visitorial  inspection  do  not  show 
among  London  prostitutes,  any  more  than  elsewhere,  a  taste  for 
books  and  prints  of  uu  obsctne  tendency.  Their  taste  in  litera- 
ture is  that  which  would  prevail  among  persons  of  low  intellect- 
ual calibi-e.  Startling  tales,  romances  with  a  plentiful  spice  of 
horrors,  thrilling  love-stories,  highly  wrought  and  exaggerated 
narratives,  are  their  taste.  In  the  practice  of  prostitution,  the  use 
of  indecent  or  prurient  prints  is  chiefly  for  the  adornment  of  visit- 
ors' rooms  in  brothels. 

Edl'l'ation. — In  the  relations  between  education  and  crime  are 
found  no  distinctive  marks  whereby  prostitution  may  he  separated 
from  any  other  development  of  vice  or  immorality.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  same  general  laws  which  apl>ly  to  the  unregu- 
latttl  manifestation  of  the  passions  apply  to  those  with  which  pros- 
titution is  chiefly  implicated. 

In  the  present  generation  it  is  generally  assumed  that  crime  is 
ttie  ofispring  of  igmjrance,  therefore  Education !  is  the  cry.  Edu- 
cation hjus  become  a  jiarty  watchword  in  England.  The  neces- 
sity of  education,  the  quality  and  the  quantity,  with  all  the  minor 
propositions  that  branch  olf  from  the  main  question,  are,  and  have 
been  for  years,  the  subjiK-'t  of  the  hottest  polemics.  But  recent  re- 
sults, evolved  from  statistical  iiiquirie.s,  would  seem  to  call  up  the 
previous  question  as  to  the  valuf  of  education  at  all.  The  pres- 
ent work  is  not  the  place  in  which  to  discuss  the  fact,  or  to  point 
out  a  remedy,  or  indicate  the  deficiencies  of  a  sj-stem  which  can 
sufl'er  such  a  question  to  ari.se.  We  give  the  facts.  From  the 
Parliamentary  ivpt)rt«  of  1846-1848,  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  educated  criminals  in  England  was  at  that  time  more  than 
twice,  an<l  in  Scotland  more  than  three  and  a  half  that  of  the  un- 
educateil : 


Ve.n. 

1646 
1847 
IMS 

Eoglud. 

■iTDtUnd.                  1 

MiimrinL 

I'DMluntrd. 

Kfluemttsl. 

(  D«flurst«d. 

IB,  963 
19,.S07 
20,176 

7698 
flOaO 
»671 

31.5.') 
3.i«2 
398.'. 

908 
1048 
911 

In  calculating  a  percentage  on  certain  criminal  retuma  during 
the  undermentioned  years,  the  results  were : 
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the  opinion  of  all  wluj  ha\e  investigated  the  subject  shonld  be  fair- 
ly recorded.  In  sulmiittiug  the  various  arguments  adduced  in 
favor  of  factory  labor  tmd  its  bearing  on  immorality,  we  present 
merely  subjects  for  consideration. 

Disease  in  Children. — A  fact  of  importance  to  public  health 
is  the  disease  acquired  by  children.  In  the  fii-st  address  issued  by 
the  Ijondon  Society  for  the  Protection  of  young  Females,  it  is 
stated  tliat  in  three  of  the  London  hospitals  during  the  preceding 
■  eight  years  there  had  l)pen  no  less  than  two  thousand  seven  hvmd- 
red  cases  of  venereal  disease  in  children  between  eleven  and  six- 
teen years  of  age. 

Dr.  Ryan,  on  the  same  subject,  speaking  from  his  professional 
experience  as  medical  officer  of  several  charities,  mentions  the 
shock  he  felt  on  seeing  numerous  cases  of  venereal  disease  in 
children. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Ghisgow.  testifies  to  the  same  fact. 

The  very  imperieta  data  which  exist  on  this  imjxtrtant  branch 
of  our  subject  will  not  enable  one  to  form  any  sound  opinion  on 
the  spread  of  dis^^-use  from  these  juvenile  sources.  It  is,  however, 
reasonable  tt>  conclude,  from  the  few  facts,  and  from  the  very  fa- 
cilities afforded  at  their  age  for  intercommunication  between  chil- 
dren, that  the  spread  of  di.sease  from  direct  contamination,  and  the 
deterioration  of  health  and  constitution  from  unknown  excesses, 
must  be  very  great. 

Obscene  Pi'blio.-vtion.s, — Of  these  there  are  vast  immbers,  and 
the  extent  of  juvenile  eontamiuation  from  this  .source  must  Ije 
very  great.  The  Society  for  the  Su]>pression  of  Vice,  in  London, 
reports  having  seized,  at  different  perimU.  thousands  of  obscene 
books,  cojjper-jjlates,  and  prints,  all  <.>f  which  they  caused  to  !« 
destroyed.  Within  a  period  of  three  years  they  procured  the  de- 
struction of 

Blajsphemoii.s  n lid  impure  books  .  279  OhsoeneaongB  (on sheets).  1.495 
Obscene  publication.s  ....  1,162   Obacene  printe  ....  10,493 

and  even  this  was  but  an  item  in  the  calculation. 

The  ])olice  of  London  take  but  little  interest  in  this  matter. 
The  above-mentioned  .swiety  is  the  princijjal  agent  in  the  repres- 
sion of  this  infamous  S|)ecies  of  depravity.  There  are  certain 
places  in  London  in  which  the  trade  still  lives  and  flourishes,  not- 
withstanding tlie  attacks  made  u])on  it.  Holywell  Street,  in  the 
litnmd,  and  the  vicinity  of  Leicester  Square,  are  places  of  dis- 
graceful notorietj'  in  this  resjject.     The  secret  is,  that  wherevei 
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there  is  a  public  demand,  no  repressive  laws  will  ever  prevent 
trade.     The  attempt  at  repression  but  makes  it  more  profitable. 

To  the  eorruptiou  of  the  youthful  mind  and  the  preparatives 
for  prostitution  these  publicatioii.s  must  eoutribute.  It  is  matter 
of  question  what  number  of  prostitutes  have  beeome  such  directly 
from  this  cause.  The  results  of  visitorial  inspection  do  not  show 
ainonjr  London  prostitutes,  any  more  than  elsewhere,  a  taste  for 
books  and  prints  of  an  obscene  tendency.  Their  taste  in  litera- 
ture is  that  which  would  prevail  among  persons  of  low  intellect- 
ual calibre.  Startling  tales,  romances  with  a  plentiful  .spice  of 
horrors,  thrilling  love-stories,  highly  wrought  and  exaggerated 
narratives,  are  their  taste.  In  the  practice  of  prostitution,  the  use 
of  indecent  or  prurient  prints  is  chiefly  for  the  adornment  of  visit- 
ors' rooms  in  brothels. 

Education. — In  the  relations  between  education  and  crime  are 
found  no  distinctive  mjirks  whereby  prostitution  may  be  separated 
from  any  other  development  of  vice  or  imnjorality.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  same  general  laws  which  upi)ly  to  the  unregu- 
lated manifestation  of  tlie  pjussiuns  apply  to  those  with  which  pros- 
titution is  chiefly  implieiited, 

In  the  present  generation  it  is  generally  assumed  that  crime  is 
the  offspring  of  ignorance,  therefoi-e  Education !  is  the  cry.  Edu- 
cation ha.s  become  a  party  watchword  in  England.  The  neces- 
sity of  education,  the  quality  and  the  quantity,  with  all  the  minor 
propositions  that  braiieh  off  from  the  main  question,  are,  and  have 
been  for  years,  the  .subjiK-'t  of  the  hottest  polemics.  But  recent  re- 
sidts,  evolved  from  statistical  inquiries,  would  seem  to  call  up  the 
previous  question  as  to  the  value  of  education  at  all.  The  pres- 
ent work  is  not  the  place  in  which  to  discuss  the  fact,  or  to  point 
out  ft  remedy,  or  indicate  the  deficiencies  of  a  system  which  can 
suffer  such  a  question  to  ari.se.  We  give  the  facts.  From  the 
Parhamentary  reports  of  1846-1848,  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  educated  criminals  in  England  was  at  that  time  more  than 
twice,  and  in  Scotland  more  than  three  and  a  half  that  of  the  un- 
educated : 


Yun. 

fUlgUod. 

ScotUnd.                 1 

F/lnaita4. 

raMtacaU^,  1 

Kiluc«ti>d. 

1  UMlucsted. 

1846 
1847 
1848 

16,963 
19.307 
20,176 

7698        1 

90,'iO 

9671 

.SI  55 
a.56L' 
3985 

{ion 

1048 
911 

In  calculating  a  percentage  on  certain  criminal  retuniB  during 
the  undermentioned  years,  the  resultii  were : 
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IMKi.    1    lS4a 

IS4I. 

I84IJ. 

1643.        1S44.        IMA. 

imr 

XJncducftted 

83-53 

53-48 

10-07 

0-82 

2-60 

i(:t-32 

8-2» 
0-37 
2  4.^ 

88-21 

.i«-e7 

7-40 
0-45 
2-27 

32-a.'i 

M-3'i 
fi-77 
t)-22 
2-34 

.HI -IN)    ■»!»-77    3U-ttl 

a«-«6 

.VJ-.il 
7-71 
fl»4 

1-78 

Imperfectly  educated.. 

Weil  educated 

Superior  educatioD  — 
Unflsccrtained     

■i7-iJ<l 
H-02 
0-47 
2-91 

.')!»-2H 

e-12 

0-42 
2-41 

W-S4 
8-3« 
0-37 
2 -SO 

too- 

100- 

JOO- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

This  tabk',  which  on  its  face  concluaively  establishes  an  increase 
in  criniina!.'^  imperfectly  educated,  and  a  decrease  both  in  those 
who  could  read  and  write  well,  and  those  who  could  not  read  or 
■write  at  all,  may  be,  and  has  Ix'en  made,  the  subject  of  much 
pseudo-philo.«ophicAl  ivinark,  as  proving  the  injury  of  education. 
In  tlie  fii-st  place,  it  only  shows  the  effects  of  partial  education,  if 
it  shows  any  thing.  But  the  misfortune  of  statistical  result-s  is 
that  they  are  relied  on  too  implicitly,  with  a  narrow-minded  sub- 
servience to  figures  and  facts,  whereas  they  require  to  be  accom- 
panied with  e-xplanatoiy  cireum.stance.s,  which  may  cither  enhance 
their  value  up  to  the  jxtint  of  mathematical  demonstration,  or  may 
so  pare  them  away  as  to  render  them  pe?-fectly  worthless.  In  the 
consideration  of  the  alxive  figures,  all  that  would  stK-m  to  appear  is 
that  there  was  an  increase  of  education  keeping  pace  with  the  in- 
crease of  population,  and  that  in  the  statistics  of  crime  the  increase 
of  imperfectly  educated  people  would  be  as  perceptible  as  else- 
where. Mere  reading  and  writing,  unaccompanied  by  moral  ele- 
vation, will  not  reform  mankind.  Alone,  they  will  not  prevent  a 
hungry  man  from  .satisfying  his  hunger.  The  words  of  Cesar 
ap])ly  to  eriiiiinii!'<  <-i(ual]y  as  to  conspirators: 

'•  Li't  me  have  men  about  mc  that  are  fat, 
Slwk-hi'tuliil  iiiL-ii,  uiid  siifli  uji  >ilif|i  o'nighte : 
Yoii  CuaaluH  liua  a  lean  aitd  liungry  luuk." 

Pureuing  this  question,  and  turning  to  the  pojuilation  tables 
of  1851,  the  perio<l  of  the  last  census,  we  find  that  Miildlcsex  was 
the  most  generally  edncatiHl  county,  taking  the  signature  of  the 
marriage  register  as  the  test  of  education.  Eighty-two  per  cent 
signed  the  marriage  register,  yet  in  the  list  of  criminality  Middle- 
sex sttK>d  thiril  of  all  the  counties  of  England,  Gloucester,  which 
was  first  in  crime,  was  far  from  being  the  most  ignorant  There 
sixty-five  per  cent,  signed  the  register.  The  general  average  of 
the  whole  population  by  the  same  list  is  forty  per  cent.  Here 
again  is  a  qualif^-ing  circumstance.  Ijondon  is  includefi  in  Mid- 
dlesex, with  its  vast  .seething  nna.ss  of  human  misery  ami  corrup- 


tion  to  swell  tlie  record  of  crime,  while  its  general  popuuniun 
is,  of  coui-se,  about  the  iiiosi  intelligent  of  the  British  empire, 
so  thut  in  the  same  spot  is  found  at  once  the  greatest  intelli- 
gence and  the  greatest  misery.  We  are  not  aware  of  such 
qualifying  circumstances  in  Gloucestershire. 

Dr.  Ryan,  writing  tin  this  point,  refers  to  the  Melro|x>litan 
Police  Report  for  1837,  bv  which  it  appears  that  of  prostitutes 
arrestwi  in  that  year  there 

Could  not  rend  or  write 1778 

"      read  and  write  imperfectly 1237 

"      "        "      wtll 89 

Had  received  a  good  eduottion 4 

Total 3103 

This  is  a  tolerably  fair  criterion  ;  for  although,  as  before  said, 
the  jiolice  only  interfere  with  j)eace- breakers,  and  all  these  came 
under  the  technical  term  of  "drunk  and  disorderly,"  still  we 
believe  the  state  of  prostitution  in  Lonilon  to  be  such  that  an 
average  projKH'tion  of  all  classes  of  courtesans  pass  through  the 
hands  of  the  [lolice  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Tail,s|.)eaking<if  Edinburgh,  confirms  the  view  put  forward 
as  tu  educational  influences.  A  large  proportion  of  the  Edin- 
Ijurgh  prostitutes  (eit^iity-seven  |)er  cent.)  rea^l  and  write.  The 
Scottish  peasiintry  are  ]>erhaps  the  hest-eilucated  in  Eumj>e,  and 
those  girts  wlio  come  to  Edinburgh  from  the  country  are  no  excep- 
tion to  the  rule.     The  uneducated,  Mr.  Tait  thinks,  are  city  girls. 

As  to  the  religious  denomination  of  prostitutes,  for  that  a  pros- 
titute may  have  a  religion  we  may  say,  in  the  kindly  spirit  of 
Cor]M)ial  Trim,  hut  doul)tingly,  "A  negro  has  a  soul,  your 
honor."  In  Edinburgh  they  include  all  sects  except  Independ- 
ents, Baptists,  and  Quakers.  There  may  l>e  those  who  smile  at 
the  idea  of  a  prostitute  having  any  belief.  Of  London  we  have 
no  data  on  this  point. 

Ili.eoitimatk  Births  seem,  by  common  consent  of  most  writ- 
ers, to  be  classed  with  details  of  prostitution.  In  France,  it  is 
said  by  those  who  profess  intimate  local  knowledge,  there  is  al- 
most a  prejudice  against  niarrijige,  altliough  it  ain  be  performed 
as  a  legal  ceremony.  We  think  Bayle  St.  John  states  this  fact. 
In  the  poorer  districts  of  Ijondon,  the  east  end,  for  example,  it  is 
notorious  that  numbers  live  in  a  state  of  concubinage.  Again  :  in 
the  country,  and  away  from  the  dense  population  of  towns,  a 
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woman  of  immoml  habits  may  often  be  found  who  has  had  two 
or  three  illegitimate  children  by  different  men  with  whom  she 
has  cohabited.  Such  u  woman  would  most  pnjbably  have  been 
a  prostitute  in  a  town ;  as  it  is,  she  is  no  lietter ;  still,  she  is  not 
a  prostitute  for  hire.     But  to  proceetl  to  details. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  in  every  thousand  births  in 
the  various  counties  is  as  follows : 


Cumberliind  . 
Norfolk    .    .    . 
Hereford     .    . 
Salnp     .    .    .    . 
Nottiogham   . 
Chesliire  .    .    . 


1081  Suflolk 81 

105    Dcrliy 81 

100    Berks 79 

98  I  LciofSter    ...     79 


91 

89 


WeNtmnreland  .     87 


North  Wales 
Stmtli  Wales  . 


78 
72 


York 71 

Stafford  ....     «9 

Sussex 68 

f'ainbridge  .  .  66 
Lincoln  ....  64 
.Middlesex  ...     40 


Cuml)erland  is  a  pastoral  anti  mountainous  county,  with  a  thin- 
ly-settled ]K)putation.  Norfolk  is  an  agricultund  and  giuzing 
county,  broken  up  into  large  farms.  Neither  county  has  many 
large  towns.  Stafford  is  a  maiuifucturing  county,  with  a  long  list 
of  tliickly-populateil  small  towii.s,  in  wliich  asgivatintligenceand 
misery  can  be  found  as  in  any  part  of  England.  Middlesex  con- 
Uiins  London.  Here,  then,  we  see  that  illegitimacy  and  prosti- 
tution ai-e  not  the  same  thing.  Wliere  there  are  no  prostitutes 
there  are  bastards,  but  the  women  in  the  country  are  mostly  em- 
ploye<l ;  they  arc  obliged  to  work  in  the  tields,  or  in  some  domes- 
tic manufacture  such  as  button-making,  stocking-making,  etc. 

An  apjwrent  paradox  may  Ije  iiere  mentione<l,  althouj:!!  not  in- 
timately afft^ning  these  investigations.  The  preponderance  of  biis- 
tardsisacconipanietl  by  a  pre|)onderanco  of  early  marriages.  This 
has  been  accounted  for  by  the  theory  tliat  b<»th  are  dependent 
on  sexual  instincts  precociously  or  excessively  stimulated,  which 
secik  marriage  when  practicable,  or  illicit  intercourse  where  not' 

Illegitimacy  is  somewhat  i-egulated  by  the  disproportionate 
number  of  the  sexea.  In  an  excess  of  females  there  are  few  bas- 
tanls ;  in  an  excess  of  males  there  are  many.  U|K>n  this  fact,  un- 
attended  by  qualify  ingcireumstances,  might  lie  ba.setl  an  argument 

I  It  wonid  be  interesting  to  know  whether  this  illicit  intercourse  is  br  way  of 
cohnbitation  or  merely  tem|>orar>'.  Iiistanoes  are  not  rare  of  jieople  colialiitini; 
who  ullej^e  tlieiitselvi-a  lo«i  p<j<>r  to  pay  the  [iiarriaKi*  fws.  In  onler  to  nhviate 
this,  it  is  customary  fur  minivers  in  poor  and  [Kjpuloiis  (>nri<btfs  in  Fii;;laml. 
wherr  the  ciroiirastances  of  individual  parishioners  are  no!  known  to  tli'-uj.  to 
invito  all  |>arties  who  are  livini;  in  roncubinage  to  oome  and  be  married  free 
of  vX|H<ns«.     Many  avail  Uicuisvlves  of  this  offer. 
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as  to  the  innate  sexual  instinct  in  females.  It  might  have  been 
expected  the  relations  woiiliJ  be  somewhat  different,  namely, 
an  increase  of  prostitution  with  an  excess  of  men,  but  an  in- 
crease  of  bastards  nitli  an  excess  of  women. 

The  number  of  rupes  in  England  seems  to  be  governed  by 
the  excess  of  men  over  women.  Where  the  number  of  illegiti- 
mate children  exceeds  the  average,  ra|)e  is  less  frequent. 

The  cases  of  abuse  of  children  between  the  ages  of  ten  and 
twelve  are  three  in  every  ten  million  of  the  whole  population. 
There  is  some  ciifflcuity  in  this  matter,  arising  from  a  legal 
technicality  on  tlie  subject  of  age.  In  any  case,  neither  of  the 
last  items  of  criminality  is  of  any  value,  inasmuch  as  they 
include  only  those  cases  judicially  investigated.  Many  are 
guihy,  yet  acquitted  ;  and  many  more  are  never  chargetl  with 
the  offense.  Shame  prevents  parties  prosecuting  ;  or,  in  the  case 
of  children,  the  fact  does  not  transpire,  or  else  it  is  compromised. 

Keeping  a  brothel  is,  as  we  have  said,  an  offense  at  common 
law.  We  have  a  computiiliun  uf  the  number  of  offenses  of  this 
kind  biised  upon  every  ten  million  of  the  |)opulation.  In  Middle- 
sex it  was  two  hundre<l  aiul  ninety-six,  in  Lancashire  one  hundred 
and  eigiity-three.  Both  counties  inclmle  the  most  populous  towns 
in  England.  Lanciishire  contains  Manchester  and  Liverpool. 
This  fact  also  is  of  little  value,  owing  to  the  peculiar  administra- 
tion of  the  law  on  the  subject.  Remote  or  indirect  injuries  to  the 
public  safety  are  not  noticed  in  EnglanJ.  The  police  may  be 
well  aware  of  crime  meditated  ami  plannc*!,  and  of  the  haunts  of 
crime,  hut  the  theory  of  public  justice  is  cure,  not  prevention. 

Concealment  of  birth  is  an  offense  which,  as  it  emanates  from 
undue  sexual  intercouf-se,  is  generally  associated  with  prostitu- 
tion. In  Hereford  and  other  counties,  the  proportion  of  ille- 
gitimate births  is  eighty-eight  out  of  every  thousand  U>rn,  and 
there  were  twenty-two  concealments  to  every  thousand  bastanls. 

Infonrcounties  the  illegitimate  births  were  fiftv-eiffht  in  a  thou- 
sand,  and  the  concealments  thirteen  in  a  thousiind  illegitimates. 

In  fifteen  counties  there  were  fiftj' -three  illegitimates  in  every 
thousjind  births,  and  twenty-seven  concealments  to  every  thou- 
sand iilegititnates. 

With  the  largest  proportion  of  illegitimates  there  are  the 
fewest  concealments ;  namely,  with  seventy -nine  illegitimates 
out  of  a  thousand  births,  there  were  only  twelve  conceaiments 
to  a  thousand  illegitimates. 
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Il  is  absolutely  impossibletoascertain  the  numberof  prostitutes 
in  Ltjnilon  with  iiiiy  degree  of  certainly,  and  even  a  satistactory 
approximation  is  exceedingly  iJifficult;  nevertheless,  it  is  most 
im|w)rtant  to  attain  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  actual  facts,  be- 
cause without  this  knowledge  no  ailequate  idea  «in  be  foruH-d  of 
the  vast  seed-bed  of  disease  ami  corruption  in  constant  action  in 
a  gr-eat  capital  city  shedding  fort  hand  dissetninutingits|X'rnici<tus 
growth  on  every  si(le,throughch  an  nelsu  Ilk  tiow  II  and  uiisusju'cled. 

Mr.  Colquhoun,  a  magistrate  of  the  British  metJX)polis  towaixl 
the  close  of  the  la^it  century  (1796),  made  an  arbitrary  enunier- 
,  ation,  fixing  the  number  of  prostitutes  in  London  at  fifty  tlum- 
-^sand.  Di-s.  Ryan,  Campl>ell,  Mr.  Talbot,  and  others,  carry 
their  estimate  in  1840  to  eighty  thousiind  ! 

Mr.  Mayne  (now  Sir  Richard  Mayne),  chief  commissioner  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  in  1840,  made  an  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  regular  London  prostitutes,  whicli  ho  considers  were 
then  eight  thousand  ami  upwaitl.  The  seemingly  irreconcilable 
discrepancy  of  tliese  numbers  is,  no  doubt,  to  be  found  in  the 
loose  terminology  of  the  one  party  and  the  technicality  of  tiie 
other.  The  term  "prostitute''  would  seem  to  be  best  a|)plied 
Ut  those  unhappy  females  wliomake  prostitution  their  sole  will- 
ing, ami  may  therefore  be  style*!  "rfigular"  prostitutes,  while 
the  larger  estimate  includes  all  sluules.  Iwth  "  regular  "and  "  oc- 
casional" or  "  irregular."  by  which  is  umierstooti  those  females 
with  whom  prostitution  is  auxiliary  U>  some  reputable  calling. 

We  can  not  find  that  any  rehable  roturris  have  been  made  on 
this  branch  of  public  life  by  the  London  police,  although  they 
must  possess  {leculiar  an<l  exclusive  [Mowers  of  pre|mring  them. 
As  long  biick  as  1837  the  following  rough  calculation  was  made : 


t 


UI  (')«». 

M  cUh.     M  CUm. 

ToUI. 

Well-dreaaed  prostitutes  in  brotheU. . . , 
Well-dresBtd  prostitules  walking  the  ) 

streets \ 

Prostitutes  inteating  low  ueigbborhoodti 

818 

14(K) 
35^ 

<a        90 

70             78 
147           184 

895 
IftlS 
3864 

S80S    '388           277 

6a7I 

On  this  return  Mr.  Mayne  very  |)ri>bibly  based  his  estimate 
of  lS+0.' 

'  While  this  work  was  passing  thr<iii({h  the  prtss.  we  met  with  a  recent  pub- 
lication by  Win.  Acton,  Fm\..  M.lt.CS.  of  London,  entitled  "  Prostitution 
rnnsiilcri'rl  in  its  Moral,  Social.  Hnd  Sanitary  .Vspects,"  which  tpves  lator  irifor- 
nintiiin  on  ihii*  point.  The  Metrof«»lilan  Police  estimated  the  number  of 
prosiit4ite.'«  in  Loudon  in  1841,  and  ag-ain  in  I8o7,  with  the  following  results  : 
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Mr  TuU)ot,  the  secretary'  of  the  Society  for  the  Protection  of 
Young  Females,  matle  the  subject  one  of  special  inquiry,  both 
personally  and  with  the  aid  of  the  local  police  of  the  different 
cities ;  and  although  his  details  are  very  meagre,  he  professes 
to  have  satisfied  himself  of  the  general  accuracy  of  the  follow- 
ing figures,  showing  the  regular  prostitutes  in  various  cities. 


Edinburgh «00 

Gliiagiiw 1800 

Lirerpool 2900 


Leeds 
>I»uchester 


TOO 
700 


All  parties  are.  however,  agreeil  in  representing  that  it  is  imprac- 
ticable to  form  anything  like  a  correct  estimate  of  "  the  numl>er 
of  female  servants,  millinei-s.  and  wometi  in  tin;  upper  and  middle 
classes  of  society  whomiglil  properly  l>e  classed  with  prostitutes, 
or  of  the  women  who  fretjuent  theatri*s,  barracks,  ships,  etc." 

In  1851,  the  |xjlice  of  Dublin  [mblished  in  their  statistical 
returns  the  number  of  prostitutes  in  that  city,  which  is  the  only 
public  or  ofBcial  paper  on  the  |x>ini  having  any  appeaninoe  of 
system  or  accuracy.     It  is  as  follows: 


1848 
1849 
18M 

1851 


Brothels  385 Prostitutes  1843 

330 ••  1344 

"        272 "  1315 

297 •'  1170 


This  uble  shows  a  steatly  decrease  in  the  nnmber  of  tlnwe 
women.  We  are  uninformed  as  to  any  local  cause  for  this,  nor 
do  we  know  whether  it  has  been  balanced  by  an  increase  of 
"sly"  or  occasional  proBtiUition. 

From  the  preceding  figures  a  calculation  has  been  made  of  the 
regular  prostitutes  relatively  to  thepopulaticminllioseveral  towns. 
It  iappears  to  have  been  baseil  on  ilie  number  t.A  inhabitants  at 
the  date  of  the  various  estimates.  That  of  Dublin  isaccoi-ding 
to  the  census  of  1851,  the  remainder  aocortiing  to  that  of  1841. 


-I- 


1H1 


Well-dressed  prostitutes  in  brothels 2071 

WfU-dressed  prostitutes  walking  the  streets.  1994 

Prostitutes  iufestin^  low  neighborhoods. ...  5344 

Total !  9^r 


I8B7 


921 

aeiu 

5003 

moo 


Mr.  Aofon  says,  "The  return  gives,  after  all,  bnt  a  faint  idea  of  the  gmiid 
total  of  prostitution.  •  •  •  »  Wt-rf  thore  uny  {Mi.ssibility  of  reckoniiii;  nil 
those  in  Ijondoii  who  would  come  within  the  definition  of  prostitute*.  I  nin 
inclined  to  think  that  tlie  estimates  of  the  boldest  who  hAve  preceded  m* 
would  be  thrown  into  the  shade."— P.  16-18. 
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Pboportion  of  Prostitutes  to  Population. 


Number  of 
Pronliutai. 

To  Males.          To  Feoulss. 

To  total 
PopuUtioa. 

Liverpx)l .    ... 
Manchester  . . . 

l^eeds 

Edinburgh 

Glasgow   

Dublin 

Cork  ' 

2900 
700 
700 
800 
1800 
1170 
350 

1  to    43 

1  to  15G 
1  to    70 
1  to  106 
I  to    87 
1  to  101 
1  to  113 

1  to    45 

I  to  ion 

1  to    75 
1  to  130 
3  to    97 
1  to  IIB 
1  to  134 

1  to    88 
1  to  325 
1  to  145 
1  to  236 
1  to  184 
1  tu220 
1  to  247 

I 


The  mean  of  the  above  ra;i y  be  taken  as  a  fair  i^presentation  of 
the  general  state  of  the  kingdom.  The  qualifying  circumstances 
to  which  we  have  already  made  allusion  as  {wculiar  to  each  city 
or  district  are,  of  course,  neutralized  by  the  aggregate. 

For  example,  Liverpool  i.s  a  great  sea-port  town,  and  a  large 
number  of  regular  prostitutes  vvoukl  be  inevitable  there.  In  Man- 
chester, a  large  manufacturing  city,  with  an  inmiense  pauper  and 
factory  ojierative  population,  the  trade  of  pro.stitution  would  meet 
with  less  profitable  fusloiii;  we  tind  the  pniportiuii  much  suuiller. 
Glasgow  is  both  manufacturingand  commercial;  there,  again,  the 
]»ro|»ortion  is  lar<rei'.  Dublin  hius  but  little  commerce,  but  is  a 
capital  city,  has  a  ctjuit  anil  a  large  garrison.  The  combination 
of  all  tliese  circumstances  is  found  in  London,  and  a  fair  estimate 
would  b<»  obt.tiin*'<l  by  additig  all  the  precetling  proportions  to- 
gether, which  would  give  a  mean  of  about  1  in  •2-V2,  and  this  upon 
the  f>opulation  (2,3<'2.<tO'>)  is  witliin  a  fraction  often  thousand. 

We  have  seen  that  Mi',  ^fayne  in  l.*i40  statt^i  liisopinion  to  be 
that  there  were  ab(jut  eight  tliousand  regular  ptustitutes  in  Lon- 
<lon,(jU!ilifying  that  statement  by  a  profession  of  total  ignorance 
as  to  the  irregulars  who  did  not  make  prostitution  their  only 
means  of  living.  Mr.  Mayne  had  peculiar  sources  of  information 
open  to  him,  and  it  is  ninre  than  pit.hahle  that  his  opinion  was 
ivel!  founiled.  From  the  above  calculation,  from  the  best  sources 
available  to  us  on  this  very  obscure  qui'stion,  we  are  sjitisfied  to 
assume  ten  thousand  asat  leasta  |>rol)i(l)le  a(>pro.\iiuatiou  to  the 
numterof  regular  prostitutes  in  London. 

Mr.  Mayne,  in  his  statement  on  this  sniijtvt,  mentionetl  that 

'  An  estiinsle  of  Cork  was  nimle  in  1847  for  tlin  Meilim-Chiriirqiral  Rrview, 
which  gave  two  hundred  and  fifty  pro«titute»  living  in  flisthty  hrothel.s,  besides 
one  hundred  clandestine  prostitutes.  Their  ag«s  were  stated  as  between  sixteen 
and  twenty  years. 
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there  were  3335  brothels.  Some  authors  have  attempted  to  make 
a  calculation  of  the  number  of  prostitutes  on  the  baais  of  this  num- 
l)er  of  houses ;  one  hasassumetl  three,  another  ten.  Dr.  Wardlaw 
has  fixed  upon  five  women  jier  house,  without,  as  it  appears  to 
us,  any  precise  reason  for  preferring  that  figure.  These  differ- 
ent opinions  may  be  thus  worketl  out : 

a  women  in  each  liouse  wouUl  i^ve IS.ST.'i  prostitutes. 

4        "  "        "  (as  in  Dublin)  woald  give     13,340  " 

3        "  "        "  (as  in  Cork)  "        "        10,005  " 

We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  Mr.  Mayne's  statement  ijmissimia 
verbis,  and  failing  that  we  may  he  in  error,  but  we  should  be  in- 
clined to  think  that,  in  Lis  official  capacity  as  a  magistrate,  and  in 
his  pei-sonal  character  as  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Mayne  would  be  apt  to 
assign  the  term  "brothel"  indiscriminately  to  all  houses  trad- 
ing in  prostitution,  whether  houses  of  assignation  or  houses  in 
which  pi-ostitutes  habitually  i-eside.  If  our  reading  of  the  word 
"brothels"  in  this  sense  be  correct,  it  is  clear  that  any  attempt 
to  enumerate  on  the  basis  of  the  women  attache<l  to  each  house 
would  be  fallacious.  The  expression  used  by  the  Dublin  police 
is  "  houses  frequented  or  occu])ied,"  and  its  ambiguity  shows  that 
the  authorities  there  considered  the  word  "  brothel "  in  the  sense 
given  to  it  by  English  jurists. 

Row  does  this  number  of  ten  thousand  regular  prostitutes 
bear  on  the  population  i 

In  London  there  are,  above  twenty  years  of  age, 

Mule.  Female. 

Boehelors 196,857 

Spinsters 246,124 

Huslmnils 398,624 

Wives        406,266 

Widowers 37,004 

Widows 110,038 

Totals     ....  682.545     703,418 

Omitting  fnictions,  the  proportions  would  be, 

On  bachelors  nnd  widowers 1  in    93 

"    total  iiuile  |)<)|)iilutiot! 1  "    68 

••    fcinalf      "  1  "    76 

"   aggregate  po])uIutii>ii  above  twenty  years  of  age  1  '•  139 

This  would  establish  ten  thousand  as  the  nucleus  of  the  pros- 
titution system  of  London.  Those  females  who  come  within  the 
designation  of  "  irregular  prostitutes  "  are  in  no  respect  less  preju- 
dicial to  the  community  than  the  "  regulars."   The  difference  is 
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tliai  t  liey  have  some  otlior  real  nr  nominiil  »K'ciii>iilion.  vvliicli  they 
follow  ac(X>riling  to  firciiriistjiiu-fs.  A(t  even  HKKlenitelv  correct 
estiiiiiilo  of  their  nnml)er  is  little  l>etter  than  guess-work,  siinl  we 
tliei-efore  think  ft  ox|M?(iiem  to  |»iil  our  rentiers  in  possession  of 
our  own  hmitod  means  of  mi  format  ion.  a'ntl  take  them  on  to  a 
conclusion.  There  are  so  many  elements  in  he  taken  into  the 
account,  ami  tlie  liata  are  sti  seaiitv.  that  we  only  consider  oui'- 
selves  juslilieti  in. intimating  an  opinion  rather  than  antnamfiug 
a  satisfactory  conchision. 

To  show  the  extremes  to  which  the  doctrine  of  |)ossibilities 
may  lea<l  in  this  development  of  misery  and  vice,  we  will  rei'ur 
to  the  statement  of  some  of  the  Lotulon  prostitute  iiee«llp^ 
Women  themselves.  We  quote  from  ilayhew's  letters  to  the 
Morning  Chronicle : 

■■I  now  c.nmo  to  the  Sfcoiid  test  tlmt  whs  »(li>pte<l  in  (iri)er  to  verify  iiiy 
coiirlii=ioiis.  This  H  US  llic  con  vet  ling  of  such  a  iimnlni  of  ncfllc-wonifM  iind 
slop-"  orkers  as  would  fniililc  iiii-  lo  lurivf  at  a  cori"ect  iiveriij;<"  us  lo  tlie 
earnings  of  the  cIiihh.  I  »;is  \v.irtK»\nT\y  aux'wua  to  do  this,  not  onlv  with 
regitrd  to  the  iiiori"  re8|H'Ciiil(h;  portions  irf  the  opfrutiven,  lint  nUo  njth  ref- 
erenri-  tothogc  who,  1  IihiI  henv  jjivcii  to  uiulerstmid.  rcsoited  to  pioKlilution 
in  ord<'r  to  eke  out  Itifir  siibsislc-iice.  I  coii^ultril  ii  friend,  who  is  vvfll  iic- 
qiiiiint>-d  willi  the  li:itiit-<  and  ft-i  lin<;s  of  >Io|)-h nrkiTs,  iis  lo  the  imtwiliihTV 
of  ^iMllnrinj;  toj;etln'r  a  nuniliiT  of  women  "  lio  h  oiihl  tjo  willing  to  »(ttie  tlmt 
they  had  lieen  forced  t<i  take  lo  the  slii-itson  account  of  the  low  pricea  for  their 
work.'  He  told  me  he  wan  afraid,  from  tlie  ihume  nf  (heir  mode  of  life  lie- 
coming  known,  it  would  be  almost  inipoxgible  to  collect  together  a  ntllulK-r 
of  females  who  would  he  ready  !■'  say  Bs  iniicli  ))iililicl_\ .  However,  it  was 
decide. I  that  at  least  the  experinienl  should  l>e  made,  anil  that  every  tiling 
shonhl  l»e  done  to  assure  the  parlies  of  the  strict  privacy  of  the  tts»emlihige. 
It  wa^!  arrnoged  that  this  gentleman  and  myself  should  We  the  only  male 
per»on«  visilile  on  (he  occasion,  and  that  the  plan-  of  mrctin-r  »lioidd  he  as 
dimly  lighted  as  possilile,  so  they  could  scaifely  see  or  Ixv-oeen  In  oneanother 
or  liy  n-i.  Cards  of  admission  were  issued  privately,  ami.  to  inv  friend's  n»- 
toni^liment,  as  many  as  twenty  tivf  came  i>n  the  evening  nametl  to  the  ap- 
pointed plare,  intent  upon  iiiaking  known  thesorrows  and  sufferings  that  had 
driven  them  to  fly  to  the  streets,  iimrdertoget  the  li read  which  the  wretcif 
ed  prices  paid  for  their  lalior  wouli]  no)  |)ermil  tUeiii  ii>  ohtain. 

'■  Xevcrin  all  history  was  sncli  a  sight  sci'ii  or  .hucIi  talcs  heivnl.  There, 
in  the  dim  linzc  of  the  large  hare  room  in  which  they  met,  sat  women  and 
girls,  some  with  baliies  sucking  at  their  liri'iists.  others  in  rags,  and  eveti 
those  borrowed  in  order  that  they  might  come  and  n-ll  their  miserj'  to  the 

'  This  may  he  deemed  n  foregone  conclusion  but  it  was  Imsed  uikmi  previous 
incpiiries  in  individual  cases. 
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world.  T  have  witnessed  tniiiiy  ii  sci'iic  nf  sorrow  laU'fj"  ;  I  Imvc  heard  sto- 
rifs  that  have  uniuuiwicd  im-;  Imt  never,  till  l:i-*i  Wi'diii'sdiiy.  hiul  I  heard 
or  seen  any  thing  no  solemn,  so  tecrible  ns  this.  If  ever  eloquence  was  lis- 
tened to,  it  was  in  the  oiitpourinfrs  of  tliepe  poor,  loni  mothiTs"  hearts  for 
their  liasf-born  little  ones,  iis  each  told  her  woe»  and  ^itriljj^^leH.  and  pub. 
lisbed  her  sliatne  amid  the  convulsive  sobs  of  others — imy.  of  all  |)resent. 
Behind  a  screen,  rcnioveil  from  sight,  so  as  not  to  wound  the  mmlesty  of 
the  women,  who  were  nevertheless  aware  of  their  presence,  sat  two  re- 
porters from  this  journal,  to  take  down  verbatim  the  confessions  and  decla- 
rations of  those  nssemliled,  and  to  them  I  am  indebted  for  the  following 
report  of  the  statements  made  at  the  meeting." 

Tlien  follow  a  series  of  most  heart-rending  statements,  all 
bearing  all  the  internal  evidence  of  truth.  The  letter  concludes 
with  the  following  sentence: 

"  Tliey  were  unanimous  in  declaring  that  a  large  number  of  the  trade — 
probably  one  fourth  of  the  whole,  oroiic  half  of  those  who  had  no  husbands 
or  parents  to  support  them — resorted  to  the  streets  to  i>ke  out  a  living. 
Accordingly,  assiiniiiiL'  the  government  returns  to  tic  correct,  and  that 
there  are  upward  of  <'li*ven  thousand  females  under  twenty  living  by  needle 
and  slop  work,'  the  numerical  amount  of  pro.stitution  liecomes  awfal  to 
contemplate."' 

Tftiis.  liieii,  we  liave  it  in  evidence  that  "  pi-fjbabiy  "  one 
fourtli  of  all  vvometi  engage<l  in  sewing  ofuiipulioiis  for  a  liveli- 
hood are  com{)elled  to  have  occasional  recourse  t<j  prostitution 
as  their  only  and  compulsory  refuge  from  starvation. 

The  nmiilx'i-  of  women  engaged  in  thiise  sewing occu|)ations  is 
enormous.  According  to  the  census  of  1851.  they  constitnte,  in- 
deed, t  lie  main  !iiij>|)<irt  of  the  femaleworkingpoptilation  through- 
out (Jreiit  Bi'i  tain,  exclusive  of  domestic  .servanl.s,  laundresses,  and 
persons  employe<l  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  the  cotton  and 
linen  factories.  The  figures  for  the  titreekingdoms  are  as  follows : 

Hattein 3.500 

Straw-hat-inakers   .     .  20,.')00 

Bonnef-makers  .     .  7,800 

C'aj>-uiiikers   ....  4,700 

Furriers 1,!KK) 

Tailor* !7,liOD 

Shawl-makers    .     .     .  3,200 

'  We  do  not  understand  this  figure.  The  sura  of  the  sewing  trades  of  London  is 
nearly  twenty  times  this  tiiiml>er.  Perhaps  Mr.  May  hew  refers  only  to  slop-work, 
including  the  very  commonest  garmeuts.  both  woolen  and  cotton,  orcven  to  that 
portion  of  the  trade  that  have  their  princi|>al  abode  in  the  particular  localities 
visited. 


Milliners. 

.  2«7,40O 

Seamstresses      .     . 

.     72,!tno 

Stav-mak*-         .     . 

.     13,700 

Stocki:-^-makers  . 

.     .30,70(1 

Glovers    .... 

.    as.Jioo 

C'ase-nutkcrs .    .     . 

.     31,400 
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Ini 


i-Rt  Britain 
there  are  i: 


class  numbers 1,787.  (iOO 

•  twenty  years  of  age    .     .     .        458,108 

We  have  not  the  details  of  the  occupations  of  London,  but  the 
proportion  which  the  pojiuhition  of  the  inetropt>lis  bears  to  that 
of  Great  Britain  is  about  one  ninth.  One  ninth  of  the  above 
aggregate  would  give  for  London  about  190,500  women  engiiged 
in  the  sewing  trades,  all  of  whctni,  it  may  be  assumed,  art^  over 
fifteen.  We  omit  from  tlie  cunsiileration  of  female  trades  those 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  factories,  sucii  (x^cupations 
havingcomjianitively  few  representatives  in  t!ieinetro|K*litan  dis- 
tricts, ailiiougli  there  are  more  of  ihem  tiiaii  would  be  supiwsetl. 
Laumli-esses  are  also  mnitled,  iis  a  very  large  pn>|K)rtion  of  them 
in  and  idxtut  Lunduii  iire,  as  is  well  known,  married  and  middle- 
aged  womi'n.  But  ;iiu)ther  class  to  wliicli  all  writers  assign  a 
large  anioimt  of  |n()sUti)iiiin  ai'(!  domestic  servants,  a  Ixxly  most 
numerously  represeiitt'd  in  London.  Therearein  the  in(.'tro|X)lis 
lfi.">.l()0  domestic  servants,  tin'  peculiarly  unprotected  character 
of  whoiti,  as  a  class,  may  be  interred  fi'mn  the  singular  fact  that 
to  the  work-house,  the  hosjiitjil,  and  the  Lunatic  Asylum  they 
supply  a  numbi'r  of  inmates  excee<ling  tliat  of  any  other  class. 

Tims,  then,  are  shown  two  very  large  figures,  amounting  to- 
gether to  361,000,  as  the  stock  from  which  prostitutes  to  any 
extent  may  l)e  ]>rooiired.  Some  consideration,  jierhaps.  of  the 
ages  of  [irostitules,  and  of  other  circumstances  in  the  condition  of 
the  female  ix)pidation,  may  enable  us  to  appreciate  the  state  of 
the  case  without  being  driven  to  the  necessity'  of  looking  on 
these  enormous  totals  as  incapaltle  of  i-eduction. 

Nature  would  indicate  the  |>eriml  between  15  and  45  as  the 
age  during  which  the  trade  of  prostitution  must  be  carried  on. 
Mucli  h.is  hw>n  said  as  to  the  means  used  for  decoying  young 
children  for  purtV)si»s  of  [irostitution.  Of  the  fact  we  are  jK*r- 
fectiy  convinced,  but  should  tliink  it  of  little  numerical  imixjr- 
tance  in  the  ajrjrrejrate  IkxIv.  The  influence  of  evil  communica- 
tion  on  the  young  is  of  infinitely  greater  mischief,  ami  the  e.xtent 
of  youthful  depmvity  from  this  cause  is  very  great  among  the 
poorer  classes,  and  would  oblige  us  to  date  the  commencing  age 
of  prostitution  iiack  to  twelve  years. 

As  to  the  period  of  life  at  which  the  prostitute's  career  is  tenni- 
mitcd.it  iseont<^nde<l  by  somei>f  the  English  writers tliatoidy  an 
infinitesitnal  proportion  reach  the  ageof  furty-Hvein  the  exercise 
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of  their  soul  and  health  destroying  trade.  Mr.  Tait  says, "  In  less 
than  oneyear  from  the  commencement  of  their  \vicke<l  career  these 
females  Iwarevident  marks  of  their  approaching  decay, and  in  the 
course  of  three  years  very  few  can  be  recognizetl  by  tlieir  old  ac- 
quaintance, if  they  are  so  fortunate  as  to  survive  that  period. 
These  remarks  apply  more  especially  to  those  who  are  above 
twent}'  years  of  age  when  they  join  the  ranks  of  the  victims." 
From  the  average  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Tait  goes  on  to  assume  that 
♦'  not  above  one  in  eleven  survives  twenty-ti  ve  years  of  age ;  and 
taking  together  those  wlio  ])ersist  in  vice,  and  those  who,  after  hav- 
jngabaruionetlit.dieofdisejiseswhiciioriginatetifromtheexcesses 
they  were  addicted  toduringitscontinuance,|ierha|>s  not  less  than 
a  fifth  or  sixth  of  all  who  have  embrace<J  this  coui'se  of  sin  die  an- 
nually." Dr.  Ryan  seems  to  adopt  an  opinion  that  tlie  avei"age 
durationof  lifeaftercommencingprostitution  is  four  years.'  Cajv 
tain  Miller,  of  Glasgow,  thinks  that  "  the  average  age  at  which 
women  become  aljjindoned  is  from  tifteen  to  twenty,  and  theav- 
enigeduration  of  wunien  continuing  this  vice  is  about  fiveyeiire." 
The  ages  of  patients  ailmitled  into  the  Lock  Hospital  at 
Edinburgh  were  as  follows  : 


Under  15  years 42 

From  la  years  to  20  years       003 

"20      "     ••  25  "  •'  199 

"     35      "     "  80     "  69 

Total 1000 


From  30  years  to  35  years         16 

"     85  "  •■     •'    40     "  6 

Over  40  years 6 


These  figures  alone  would  go  to  make  out  the  presumption  that 
theagesof  prostitutes  are  between  twelve  and  thirty,  and  that  ^Wr 
are  between  Hfteen  and  twenty-five.  Aceordingli)  tlieabove  table, 
nine  tenths  of  the  numljer  at  twenty  have  dis;ip|jeared  at  thirty, 
and  as  cases  of  reform  and  abandonment  of  their  life  are  very 
rare,  the  conclusion  woulil  l>e  that  their  career  ends  in  death.* 

'  The  reader  will  nnlice  ttmt  ru'itlier  Dr.  Ryuii,  Mr.  Tail,  nor  llie  views  a.i  to 
the  duration  of  life  expressed  in  the  portion  of  this  work  devoted  to  Xcw  York, 
agree  with  those  German  autliors  who  have  asserted  tlie  healthfulness  of  pros- 
titution.    See  Chapter  XVI  ,  Ilttniburg. 

•  At  the  inei'tiiig  in  London  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  Mr.  Acton  (late 
Surgeon  to  the  Islington  I>i>|ien!>ary  and  Fi-llowofthe  Royal  Medical  ScK-iety)sMid 
that,  "in  hisopinioti,  the  subject  under  discussion  was  one  worth  legislating  for. 
Asa  surgeon,  he  had  investigated  thesubjeot  not  only iii  I/ondnn.bul  in  Parisand 
other  Continents!  capitals,  and  be  could  speak  witli  some  authority  as  to  the  statis- 
tics of  prostitution,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  women  became,  as  it  were,  ab- 
sorbet!  in  the  populat  i<m  by  whom  they  were  surrt)uiided.  From  culciilatioHjibiigfd 
uponlliectnsusiablei,  ithadcomtoutthatuf  ull  tlieunmarried  vomenof  fuUagtin 
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The  duration  of  prostitution  being  ascertained,  we  would  find 
the  number  of  women  lietwoen  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  I  wenty-tive. 
Inthewliole  feniate  [Mipulation  this  is  one  fiftli,l*ut  the  verv  aged 
or  tlie  verv  youthful  are  tiecesaarily  exclmleti  from  tlie  classes  of 
woriv-vvomen  and  servants;  of  servants, indeetl.theiv are  five  and 
upward  under  twenty  to  tliree  above  twenty  y  eai-s  of  age.  This, 
therefore,  wuuld  indicate  very  hltle  reduction  of  the  numbers. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  some  [wrtion  of  the  above 
are  married  women  having  husbands  living,  and  if  so,  it  is  not 
an  unreasonable  supposition  that  their  wives  are  not  obliged  to 
have  recouree  to  prostitution  ;  in  fact,  the  }xx)r  cfeiitures  tliem- 
selvesseem  to  imply  that  immunity.  The  numljerof  wives  is 
about  one  third  of  the  whole  female  popuUilion  ;  of  these  wives 
about  one  fourth  are  employed  in  trailes  apart  from  those  of 
their  husbands.  If  we  deduct  only  such  a  pi-oiHjrtion  from  the 
sewing-women,  it  makes  something  when  we  have  to  deal  with 
such  enormous  nuusses ;  we  should  strike  off  nearly  oO,(K>0, 
leaving  only  150,000  sewing-women. 

There  is  comfort,  liowever,  in  the  fact  that,  of  these  sewing- 

(hs  country  una  in  nrry  Hi  or  14  iferf  immoral.  This  mijrlil  H|i]«'Kr  a  stnrtlinK  iiii- 
niHinceinent,  buL  itie  I'BlculHliun  hud  been  iiimlc  upon  ri'lmM.>*,  thctriithof  wliich 
liiu.1  uot  been  queKtioric'il.  Il  svhmi  [MjpiihirerrurtostipjHiM-  (hiil  thi-wwdiiioiiihi-il 
young', (iiid  iiiixIp  their  I'xito  from  Life  in  huspilulsuiid  work-hi>iiM-».  The  UwX  unij 
not  so.  Wiriupti  orthnt  t'iMss uero nil  picket!  lives,  nnJ  ili.vsiiMittouiliil  not  u>UAlly 
kill  them.  TlifyK-il  a  life  uf  proslitutioii  for  two,  thire,  nr  four  yeiir-.nml  then 
either  luurrieit  or  i;<it  into  some  service  or  eiuploymeut,  hiiiI  Kwhiully  lKi.-«mo 
nMiiil||;uinul«ti  with  sucleiy.  It  wits  cetitiiitletl  (hut  in  (hi*  innuuer  iitx'Ut  ^'5  per 
cent,  uf  the  whole  initiiiier  HumlgfiiiiatoJ  uacti  year  with  rlu*  |>ci;)iiluliiin.  ' 

From  these  reinMrkK  we  umy  liethu-e  tbe  same  einiliinmnee  of  «  life  >•!  pn>sli- 
'iition  a-f  (fiven  in  ilu'  texl,  minit'ly.uii  uverage of  four  years  ;  Inil  ihey  mlviinee 
Hiiot her  theory  Hs  toils  lenninmioii,  siibslitiitiiig  refornmtioD  furiletiili.  Timt 
oasesof  i-eformuliou  ilo  tuke  pUer,  mid  probably  to  n  greater  extent  Ihiin  i>  j^en- 
eiiilly  imiigine<l,  cun  not  be  denied;  but  tlml  one  fourth  of  the  total  nuiuWr  of 
prostitutes  ttlwiuloii  tlieirsiiifnl  liteevery  ye»r,«nd  bceouie virtuous  im-rulH.-r> of 
»(K'iety,  is  a  conelusioii  llml  .\ineric«n  ex|>erience  will  not  support.  In  KnKhmd 
iitiil  on  tlie  Kurojieun  eouliiu'til  there  may  lie  a  ela.ss  of  men  in  llie  hover  runk* 
of  life  wliodo  nut  regard  virtue  as  a  nine  i/iiti  noH  in  Iheelioiecuf  a  wife:  indeed, 
I  lie  notorious  faeilily  with  wliieii  t  he  cast -off  mistresses  of  nohlenien  or  gentlemen 
ean  be  nnirrietl  to  a  d<'f>endent  siiftUienlly  pn)Ves  this;  but  in  tliiseountrj  pul>- 
li<-  opinion  set*  >lroiigly  in  the  opifosile  liin-elion.  Here,  if  a  w onian om-e eri>, 
or  is  even  siis[«'cted  of  error,  she  is  rigorously  exeluded  from  viHuoiis  xniety. 
ami.  although  her  «uhse<]ueiil.  life  may  lie  incpr()i«;hable,  the  lapse  is  seldom 
forgiven.  The  old  Roman  law,  "  <)nee  a  prostitute,  always  a  prostitute."  i» 
too  sternly  enforced  on  this  side  of  the  Allantie.  .Mr.  Acton's  speech  is  the 
^<^<  i!ii)iiiiit'<in  we  hawR  met  of  so  very  liltral  a  benevolence  iu  Ehigland. 
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women,  three  fourtlis  are  knnwn  to  be  over  twenty  years  of  ag«' ; 
and  if  we  assume  one  half  inntead  of  three  fourtlis,  allowing  tiie 
other  fourth  for  the  difference  between  twenty  and  twenty-live 
years  of  age,  it  brings  our  figure  to  seventy-five  thousand. 

All  these  deductions  are,  we  feiir,  in  excess  ;  and  it  must  be  rec- 
oli«'Cte<l,inore<>ver,tha!. liifulxjvi'  laige  sums  iiv  tiu  means  inciudf 
all  the  female  occupations  ul'  London,'  !mt  uicrely  lliose  classes 
which,  either  from  the  teiiijitatioii  iiicidi-nt  tn  tlu'ir  jmsition.  or 
from  tlie  imperative  demands  of  want  and  lu'ri'ssitv .  are,  by  com- 
|>etent  antliurity,  supposed  tu  be  ]H'culiarl_\  obiiuxious  to  llie  risk 
of  prostitution.  If  to  tiiis  large  iiitmbtT  of  wumen.  wliich  we 
can  not  assume  at  less  iliaii  2"y,oO(i  In'tween  the  aj»:esof  twelve 
and  tvventy-Hve,  be  added  all  the  «iiliei'  denizens  of  a  great  city 
unexampled  in  its  magnitude, embracing  in  itself  all  the  |)eculi- 
arities  of  all  other  cities,  at  once  a  iiianutacturing.  a  commercial, 
a  garti^on,  and  a  capital  city,  and,  linall  v .  coniatning  the  largest 
population  in  the  world,  one  such  item  being  nearly  lour  hundred 
tiiousaml  single  females  over  twelve  yeais  of  agi>.  then,  indeed, 
tile  mass  ut  nriseiy,  wretchedness,  \ice,  and  crime  lliece  accunui- 
lateil  appals  tlie  mind  seeking  to  grafipli'  with  it.  and  oppresses 
us  with  the  apprehension  that  even  eighty  thousand,  the  highest 
estimate  whicli  has  been  made,  is,  wiien  muicrstuoil  to  iiichale 
all  contingencies,  not  an  incretlibte  figure.' 

Englislimeii  pride  themselves,  and.  it  mast  he  admitteil.  not 
witiioiit  reason, on  theirnumerousand  atlmii'able  [lubhc charities. 
In  this  particular  direction  it  woidd  seem  thal|)id»!ic  munificence 
has  not  l>een  so  liher.nlly  <iisplaye*l  as  in  some  others.  "Joy  shall 
be  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  rejwnteth  more  than  over 
ninety  and  tiine  just  (lersons."  tl(M?.s  not,  we  fear,  sipply  to  mintis 
and  hearts  of  earthly  mould.  People,  in  charitable  iis  in  other 
institutions,  like  to  see  a  leturn  tor  their  investment;  an<l,  not. 


'  We  hiive  cHlciiliiti'd  tliMt  lliere  are  iipwnnl  of  six  liuiicliicl  ilnm-rtiiHl  women 
iu  t.oiiilcn  licUvii-ii  fiftfi'ii  iiikI  forly-fivc  years  old.     Tlio  jiiiijMjiiioii  of  iiiiirrii-<l 
1  iroiiieii  Biiioiif;  llicsc  wdiiM  lie  HTIMKNJ  niifl  tipwniil  ;  iiTiiimrricd  women  ovi-r 
•  twenty  vfhi-s,  iiiirl  widows,  »lniiil  JiU.OtKK 

'A  very  siiif^idnr  fiict  in  coiiiiwlioii  with  tin'  (thsus  i.~  llnit  there  is  not  a  sin- 

1  g\e  itidi»iil"Hl  relnrneil  as  a  iirostiliile.     Thit.  is  not.  that  llie  aiiihorilies  dii  not 

'take  eopnizttnw  of  yrinie,  for  tliero  are  22.41:1  femali-  pnrMPtiers  in  (iival    Uril- 

I  ain,  all  of  whom,  however,  exeejit  1274.  are  returned  as  having  some  legal  oc- 

onfMttion.     Ther<^  are  7000  female  vagrants,  sleeping  in  Imnis,  teuts,  etc.,  of 

whom  2fl<J0  are  under  twenty  years  of  age. 
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witbstaDtiing  the  immense  field  for  benevolent  labor  in  prostitu- 
tion, there  is  a  general  impression  among  both  the  public  and  of- 
ficials that  it  is  an  iri-etrievably  barren  waste,  ami  that  it  is  worse 
than  profitless  to  squander  money  and  time  upon  it.  The  results 
which  have  been  achievetl  would,  however,  show  that  the  exer- 
tions of  philanthropy,  although  not  pmdueing  so  much  fruit  as 
in  some  other  quarters,  have  not  Ijeen  entirely  vain.  In  refer- 
ence to  these  results,  too,  it  must  be  Iwrne  in  mind  that  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  various  institutions  is  severe,  and  even  refiellent, 
a  policy  ill  adapted  to  insure  a  large  amount  of  success. 

The  Lock  Hospital  is  the  oldest  institution  in  London  fur  the 
benefit  of  lost  females,  and  ia  devoted  entirely  to  the  cure  of 
venereal  disease.  It  was  fou ruled  in  the  year  1747,  and  in  a 
centurv  had  cured  4r),448  ciises. 

The  MagdiUen  Hospital  of  London,  founded  in  17.>S,  uptoJan- 
uary,  ls44,  had  receivwl  6968  females.     The  results  were  these: 

Reconciled   to  their  friends,  or  placed  in  service  or  other 

rL-|iiitnlilc  employment 4753 

Diticlmrued  at  their  own  reqU4!gt 1183 

"          for  improper  conduct 720 

Die.] 109 

Sent  to  other  institutions  (being  insane  or  afflicted  with  in- 

cunililf  diseases) 107 

Eloped 3 

Remaining  in  the  hospital 96 

Total 6968 

A  considerable  number  of  the  women,  when  discharged  from 
the  institution,  are  under  twenty  years  of  age;  and  it  is  an  in- 
variable rule  not  to  dismiss  any  one  (unles.s  at  Iht  own  (lesire, 
or  for  misconduct)  without  some  means  being  provided  by  which 
she  may  obfciin  a  livelihoo<l  in  an  honest  maimer. 

The  Lock  Asylum  was  foundal  in  n>>l.  for  the  ivception  of 
penitent  female  patients  when  discharged  from  the  L<x;k  Hospi- 
tal ;  and  up  Id  March,  IS37,  the  number  of  women  receiveil  was 
984.     The  results  weiti : 

Reconciled  to  their  friends ."    .   170 

Placed  in  service  i>r  employment 88! 

Die<l 38 

Remaining  iu  Asylnm 18 

Total 491 

Of  the  remaining  number,  many  had  been  sent  to  their  parishes; 
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some  had  eloped,  and  some  had  been  expelled  for  improper  con- 
duct, but  of  several  of  even  of  these  favorable  accounts  had  been 
afterwHnl  received  :  some  of  them  were  known  to  be  married, 
and  living  cretiitably,  and  others  were  earning  a  living  honestly. 
We  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  account  of  the  operations 
of  this  institution  since  the  year  1837. 

The  London  Female  Penitentiary  was  instituted  in  1S07. 
Of  fi939  applicants,  2717  were  admitted  into  the  house.  The 
results  were : 

Reconciled  and  restored  to  friends,  placed  in  service,  or 

otlierwise  provide*!  for 1M3 

Disclmrgeil  from  viirioiis  causes 631 

at  tlieir  own  request 350 

Emifrrnted 47 

Sent  to  tlieir  parishes 23 

Died 28 

Remaining  iu  Penitentiary 95 

Total 3717 

The  Guardiiuj  Society  was  establishetl  in  1812,  and  from 
that  pericnl  up  to  1843  had  admitted  l'.)'V2  wretchetl  outcasts  to 
partake  of  the  advaiitiiges  it  offered.     The  results  were: 

Restored  to  their  friends 533 

Placed  in  service,  or  satisfactorily  provided  for  ...     .  455 

Discharged  or  withdrawn 843 

Sent  tn  their  parishes 53 

Died 17 

Remaining  in  institution 31 

Total 1»82 

Besides  these  institutions,  others  have  been  established  with 
similiir  objects,  namely,  Tlie  Briti-sh  Penitent  Female  Refuge, 
The  Female  Mission,  The  South  London  Penitentiary,  and  one 
or  two  others.  As  compared  with  the  great  number  of  unfor- 
tunate  women  in  London,  these  institutions  have  effectetl  but  a 
very  small  amount  of  goo<l.  During  seventy -seven  years,  enil- 
ling  1835.  ten  thous:in«t  and  five  females  were  received  within 
the  walls  of  four  of  the  London  lusylums,  of  wliich  numlier  six 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  (more  than  three  fifths) 
were  satisfactorily  provide<l  for,  and  two  thoiisan<l  nine  hun- 
dred and  eighty  were  discharged  for  misconduct.  Taking  the 
whole  of  the  institutions  in  London  up  to  that  time,  it  may  be 
fairly  estimate«l  that  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  prostitutes 
have  had  tiie  opportunity  of  returning  to  a  virtuous  life. 

Those  who,like  the  Pharisee.content  themselves  with  thanking 
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GckI  that  they  are  not  as  other  men,  and  even  as  these  unfortu- 
nates, are  a  very  impracticable  set  to  ileal  with,  anil  if  such  there 
be  who  read  tliese  pages,  we  pass  lliem  by, and  pray  for  tlie  better 
health  uf  their  souls.  The  gentle  spirits  who,  imitating  a  blessed 
example,  think  it  not  pollution  to  extend  tlieir  sympathy  an<l 
saving  help  to  publicans  ami  barlots,  may,  in  tlie  foiluwing  lines. 
written  by  a  prostitute  and  found  in  her  death-bed,  see  matter 
for  meditation,  and  ground  for  the  belief  thai,  all  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  the  sinner  will  not  be  unsuccessful.    TJiey  werelieaded 

"TBR8BS   rOH   MT  T0MB-8T0RB,    IT   RVBR   I   SHOULD    BAVB  ONK. 

"The  wretclieil  vnctini  uf  a  r|iiick  iltcay, 
Relioved  from  life,  mi  Kiiinlile  beil  of  clay. 
The  Imd  and  only  rt'fu;;c  fi>r  my  woes, 
A  love-lost,  ruioed  female,  I  repose. 
From  the  sikI  liour  I  Ii8tciu-d  to  his  clmrms. 
And  fell,  half  forced,  in  the  deci-ivcr's  tin»ii», 
To  that  \v(insH>  awful  veil  hiiles  every  fault, 
Shelterin;;  my  sufffriuga  in  this  welcome  vault, 
Wlu'ii  pampered,  starved,  almndoneii,  or  in  lirink, 
M}/  tJioiijfhtu  irere  racked  in  utriuing  nM  Ui  think  ! 
Nor  could  rejected  conscience  claim  the  power 
To  improve  the  respite  of  one  serious  hour. 
I  durst  not  look  to  what  I  was  hefore  ; 
Hy  soul  shrank  hack,  and  wished  to  be  no  vuore. 
Of  eye  undaunted,  and  of  touch  impure, 
Old  ere  of  age,  worn  out  when  ^'carce  mature  ; 
Daily  deliiuscd  to  stifle  uiy  disgust 
Of  forced  enjoyment  in  affected  lu.st  ; 
Covereil  with  jfuilt,  infection,  cleht,  und  w  int, 
My  home  a  lirothel,  and  the  streets  my  Imunt, 
For  .seven  long  ycara  of  infamy  I've  pined. 
And  fundled,  lnathe<l,  and  preyed  u|)on  mankind. 
Till,  the  full  course  of  sin  and  vice  ijone  through, 
Mv  shattered  fabric  failed  at  twentv-two.'' 


The  enormous  extent  of  this  evil, itsdeej)-n3o ted  causes,  thediffl- 
culty  of  combating  it,  either  by  religious  arguments,  legislative 
provi8ion8,or  ap|K<aIs  to  common  sense  ami  physical  welfare,  may 
well  deter  the  philanthropist  from  the  attempt  to  jiiirify  the  sta- 
ble of  Augeas;  but  benevolence  has  accompiisheil  titsks as  ardu- 
ous, and  we  can  not  conclude  this  chapter  lietter  than  by  a  short 
description  of  ihediscou  nigeuiiMils  which  attendetl  the  first  efforts 
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of  Mrs.  Fry  in  the  rffbniiaiioii  oi'  the  pnjstitute  felons  in  Newgati-. 
and  of  the  blessed  resully  of  her  indomitable  perseverance  and 
immovabk'  faith.' 

This  admirable  woman,  on  her  first  visit  to  Newgate,  found  the 
female  aide  of  the  jsiil  in  a  condition  which  tio  language  can  de- 
scribe: "Nearly  three  hundred  women,  sent  there  for  every  gra- 
dation of  crime,  and  some  under  sentence  of  death,  were  crowded 
together  in  two  small  wards  and  two  cells.  They  all  slept,  a.s 
well  as  a  crowd  of  children,  on  the  floor,  at  times  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  a  ward,  without  even  a  mat  for  bedding.  Many 
of  them  were  nearly  naked.  They  were  all  drunk,  and  her  ears 
were  offended  by  the  most  terrible  imprecations."  The  authori- 
ties of  the  prison,  of  course,  advised  her  against  going  among 
ihem  :  Oiey  were  sure  tfial  nothinff  could  be  effected!  She,  however, 
determined  to  make  the  trial ;  she  went  alone  into  what  she  felt 
was  like  a  den  of  wild  beasts.  In  vain  the  governor  reasoned 
with  her:  ''  She  had  put  her  hand  to  the  plow  and  was  not  to  be 
turned  back."  In  one  short  month,  such  was  the  effect  of  her 
merely  moral  agency  and  religious  instruction,  that  she  felt  her- 
self justified  in  inviting  the  lord-mayor,  the  sheriffs,  and  sevend 
of  the  aldennen  to  satisfy  themselves,  by  personal  investigation, 
of  the  result  of  the  exertions  which  she  herself  and  some  few  lady 
memb«rs  c*"  ^he  Society  of  Friends,  who  had  joined  her  in  the 
good  H'oin,  liad  effected. 

Thus  was  conviction  Carced  upon  the  obtuse  intellects  of  corpo- 
rate authorities,  and  hence  was  dated  the  era  of  Prison  Reform  in 
England. 

In  our  own  country,  where  the  means  of  diffusing  intelligence 

I  are  unbounded,  and  whose  reformatory  .system  for  criminals  haa 
already  claimed  the  attention  of  Kuropean  statt-smen  and  {)liiJai)- 
thropists,  there  can  be  no  insuperable  barrier  even  in  so  liiffieiilf 

^an  undertaking  ii.s  that  to  which  our  labors  an>  directed.  Pm%- 
phnising  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  e.s.'iavists  of 
this  century,*  we  venture  to  assert  that  '"  it  is  impoasihle  thMt  so- 
cial abuses  should  be  suffen-d  to  exist  ii  untrv  umJ  in  i/jis 

stage  of  societ ^'  fiv  nuiiiv  vi-.Trs  .^f^cr  tip ^•'*'«n(7  miuuity 

have  been  Dl^  -••ofther  xa" 

I'  win  r 


/ 
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CHAPTER  XXn. 

GREAT   BRITAIN. — SYPftlLITIC    DISEASES. 

Finl  RecoKtiition  in  En|;land. — Ruf^nUliun^  of  Henn-  VI. — Lazar  Homes. — John 
of  G»dde»di'ii. — Qiicimi  ElitulKTli's  Snrpcon. — Hopiilftr  Ojiinions. — Prorlainacion 
ofJaDirs  IV.  ot'.Sidthinil. — .MidJK'xi^x  iind  LonJiiii  Ilc)»|>itiils. — Army. — Navy. — 
Merchant  ^>e^vi(:c■. — St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. — Estimated  Extent  of  Syphilia. 

The  lx\«t  English  ami  French  writers  an-  of  opinion  that  syph- 
ilis, as  it  exists  at  ])re,si!iit,  ha.s,  in  some  shape  or  tinother,  always 
existed  among  mankind,  although  it  was  not  known  to  science 
or  history,  in  a  distinct  manner,  until  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 

The  period  at  which  syphilis  first  made  its  apjjearance  in  En- 
gland is  involved  in  obscurity,  but  we  know  that  it  began  to  at- 
tract attention  early  in  the  fift<'enth  century.  The  first  official 
recognition  of  it  found  on  record  is  a  police  n-giilation  of  the 
year  1430.  during  the  reign  of  Henry  YI.,  excluding  venereal  j>a- 
tients  from  the  Lnmloii  ho.spiuds,  and  requiring  them  to  Ije  .'Strict- 
ly guarded  at  iiiglit.  In  the  time  of  Henry  VHI.  there  were 
six  laiiar  hou.ses  in  Lomion  for  the  reception  of  venereal  patients, 
namely,  at  Knightsbridge,  Hanunersmith,  Highgate,  Kingsland, 
St.  George's  Gate,  and  Mile-End.  These  localities  were  doubtless 
fixed  upon  as  being  some  distance  from  the  city. 

That  the  disejise,  however,  must  have  been  known  long  before 
the  period  above  specified  is  certain,  from  passages  which  are 
to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  the  previous  century.  John  of 
Gaddesdeii,  who  wrote  in  1305,  and  who  was  a  Fellow  of  Merton 
College,  Oxford,  thus  speaks  of  the  possibility  of  contracting  the 
disease  from  leprous  women :  "  Ille  qui  concubuit  cum  muliere 
cum  qua  coivit  leprosas  puncturas  intra  carnem  et  eoriinn  sentil 
et  aliquando  calefactiones  in  toto  corpore.'"  Mr.  Wm.  Acton,  upon 
whose  pages  as  an  English  standard  writer  on  this  subject  we 
draw  largely,  is  of  opinion  that  lepro.sy,  which  was  formerly  so 
common  in  Europe,  consisted  merely  of  what  we  now  call  sec- 
ondary syphilis.  Some  of  the  Jewish  observances  were  no  doubt 
dictated  by  a  scientific  appreciation  of  the  influences  which  pre- 
disposed the  body  to  the  effects  of  syphilitic  virus.     The  practice 

Ro»a  Anglir,,,  Pav|a,  1492. 


GREAT  BRITAIX. 


865 


of  circumcision  seems  instituted  with  a  direct  view  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  chosen  people  from  venereal  contagion,  to  which,  in 
a  hot  cliniitU',  ufid  with  the  extrenie  deficiency  of  means  for  gen- 
eral cleanliness,  they  would  be  liable. 

As  to  the  type  of  the  disease  in  former  times,  there  seems  no 
ground  for  believing  that  it  was  more  severe  than  at  present,  while 
its  numerical  importance  must  have  been  much  smaller.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  is  from  a  treatise  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  surgeon: 

"  If  I  Ix;  not  deceived  in  my  opinion,  I  suppose  the  disease  itself  waa 
never  iiiort!  rife  iti  Naples,  Itiilif,  France,  or  f^paii;,  tliun  it  is  in  this  day  in 
the  re-ahui!  of  England.  I  nuiy  sjieak  Iwiilly  teeauso  I  sjicak  tndy  ;  iind 
yet  I  sficake  it  witli  grief  of  minde,  that  in  tLu  Ilijspital  of  St.  Bartbolomew, 
in  Lomlun,  there  huth  been  cured  of  this  diseaa^  by  me  and  three  others, 
within  five  years,  to  the  number  of  one  thousand  and  more.  I  xj>eak  noth- 
ing of  St.  Tli(inia.>i'8  Hospital,  and  other  houses  aViont  thn  eitie,  wherein  an 
infinite  numher  are  daily  cured.  It  hnpfiened  very  seldom  in  the  Hospital 
of  St.  Bjirthiiloniew  while  I  i-taiil  there,  among  cver\-  twenty  diseased  that 
were  taken  into  tlie  said  house,  which  was  nuist  commonly  on  the  Monday, 
ten  of  them  wtre  infected  with  the  liut  penerta."' 

It  was  supposfd,  in  fnrtnrr  agrs,  that  syphilis  was  transmissible 
by  personal  conimunication,  touching  the  clothes,  drinking  out  of 
the  same  vessels,  or  even  breathing  the  same  air  with  infected 
persons,  and  accordingly  we  find  the  lower  orders  of  people  driven 
out  into  the  fields  to  die,  and  physicians  refusing  to  attend  the 
Mck  for  fear  of  infection. 

Some  writers,  indeed,  doubted  this  kind  of  contagious  influence, 
and  held  that  it  reqiiiretl  intercourse,  or  at  least  contact.  But 
nobles,  and  especially  the  clergy,  preferred  to  ascribe  their  mala- 
dies to  misfortune  rather  than  to  licentiousness,  and  sought  to 
"put  down"  such  innovating  d<x'trines.  The  consequence  was 
that  patients  were  shunned  universally,  and  left  to  die  or  get  well 
without  a-ssisUmce.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  in 
numerous  instances  the  disea.se  should  assume  its  most  inveterate 
aspect,  and  hence  the  notices  found  among  many  old  writers  as 
to  the  supposed  malignancy  and  incurability  of  what  they  were 
disposed  to  consider  a  newly-imported  malady.  That  the  di.sease, 
in  reality,  differed  little  from  that  which  exists  in  our  day,  is 
proved  bv  tlie  fact  that  cases  of  the  once  formi<lable  Black  Lion 
arc  occasionally  to  be  met  with  in  the  London  iiuspitals. 

'  A  brief  trcaiiKe  touchin);  thr  cure  of  the  duenKc  now  muallr  called  Lue«  V*> 
nerea.     By  W.  Clowcn,  one  of  her  Mijeny's  Chirurceons.     Ifi69:  p.  149. 
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Cardinal  Wolsey,  atnong  other  charges  made  against  him  by 
his  enemies,  was  accused  of  whispering  to  the  king.  Henry  VIII., 
and  thereby  casting  his  poisonous  breath  upon  his  royal  gnice,  be 
(Wolsey)  having  at  the  time  "the  foul  contagious  disease"  upon 
him.  The  belief  as  to  contagion  by  this  means  is  not  entirely  ex- 
tinct, but  is  cherished  by  the  laboring  classes  of  England,  many 
oi"  whom  entertain  great  prejudices  on  the  score  of  health  against 
drinking  from  the  same  vessel  out  of  which  an  infected  person  has 
partaken. 

In  1497,  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  in  consequence  ol'  the  frightful 
prevali-ni:e  of  venereal  disease  in  his  kingdom,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion baiii:<hing  the  infected  from  Edinburgii.  Elis  majesty  "charges 
straitly  ull  manner  of  persona  being  within  the  freedom  of  this 
hurt,  quilks  are  infectit,  or  has  been  infectit,  uncurit  with  this  said 
contagious  plague,  callit  tlie  grandgor  dcvoyd,  red  and  pjuis  furt 
of  this  town,  and  compcir  upon  the  sandis  of  Leith  at  ten  hours 
Itftorc  none;  and  thair  sal)  thai  have  and  find  Iwatis  reddie  in  the 
luivin  ordaiuit  to  them  by  the  officrs  of  this  hurt,  rcddy  funieist 
with  victuals,  to  have  them  to  the  Inche  (Inehki'ith).  and  thair  to 
remain  ijuhill  God  provyd  for  thair  health. "  Tlios^'  rviuling  this 
ordinance  "sidle  be  byrnt  on  the  cheik  with  the  marking  inie,  that 
thai  may  be  kennil  in  tym  to  cum." 

A  remnant  of  this  barburons  system  was  retained  in  the  n'gu- 
iations  of  Middlesex  IIospil;d,  London,  by  which  iui  admission  fee 
of  forty  .shillings  sterling  (ten  dollars)  wsw  directed  to  be  paid  by 
venerciil  [iatient«i.  The  rea-sou  x'^^'igncd  for  it  wa.'^,  that  a  hospital 
intended  lor  the  virtuous  might  not  be  made  subsidian'  to  pur- 
poses of  vice.  The  regidation,  however,  became  a  nullity,  and 
wan  ivpealed,  owinji  principally  to  the  fart  that  the  wrirk-house 
guardians  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  the  forty  shillings  and  s(.'nd- 
ing  in  pstuper  patients,  well  knowing  that  the  cost  of  cure  in  the 
work-house  would  far  e.xeeed  the  admi.Hsion  fees. 

in  the  London  Uospifal  a  similar  regulation  exists  even  now, 
but  is  openly  evaded,  however,  by  the  house  surgeon  describing 
the  disease  <\8  a  cutaneous  one. 

The  extent  of  this  di.seast;  in  Great  Britain  is  matter  of  opinion 
alone.  There  are  no  positive  data  whatever  upon  which  to  form 
any  conclusion  with  respect  to  the  genend  [loptilation,  wliile  the 
hospital  lists  are  very  imj>erfe<"tly  kept,  and  it  is  ordy  in  the  army 
and  navy  returns  that  we  can  find  any  real  assistance. 
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BRITISH   ARMY. 

The  army  reports  quoted  extend  over  a  period  of  seven  years 
and  a  qujirtt'r,  and  enter  into  the  details  of  the  various  venereal 
aifections  of  the  soldiers,  amounting  to  the  aggregate  strength  of 
44,611  quartered  in  the  United  Kingdom.     The  cases  admitted- 
into  hospitals  were: 

Syphilid  Primarj-    ....  1415  GrrjiiuirluBa 3449 

"       Coiii«cutive    .     .     .     335  liemia  Hmnoralis  .     .     .     .     714 

V](xr  Penis  iion  Syphiliticum    2144  Strifture  Urethra    ....     100 

Bubo  Simplex 844  Phymosis  and  Parapbyniosis .       27 

Cachexia  Syphilitica     ...       44  Total ^78 

Bado:  181  per  lOOU  men,  or  nearly  one  in  five  in  the  whole  num- 
ber. 

These  returns  show  that  the  venereal  disease  is  of  much  more 
frequent  occurrence  in  the  British  than  in  the  Belgian  army. 

BBITISH   NAVV. 

The  navy  reports  e.xtend  over  a  period  of  .seven  years,  and  in- 
clude 21,493  men,  employed  on  borne  service ;  that  is  to  say,  on 
the  coa.«t.s  or  in  the  ports  of  (ireat  Britain.  Of  this  number,  2880 
were  attacked  with  venereal  disease.     Batio :  one  in  seven. 


BRITISH   MERCHANT  SERVICE. 

The  returns  of  the  "Dreadnought,"'  hospital  ship  for  seamen  of 
all  nation.s,  extend  over  a  pericnl  of  live  years,  during  which  13,081 
patient.",  laburing  under  surgical  and  medical  di.seases,  were  ad- 
mitted. Out  of  these,  3703  came  under  treatment  for  venereal  af^ 
fection.*,  showing  a  ratio  of  two  in  seven. 

A.S  a  nuKle  of  testing  these  returns,  we  turn  to  the  analysis  of 
the  surgical  out-patients  of  Messrs.  Lloyd  and  Wormald,  assistant 
surget.>n.s  (if  Saint  Bartholomew's,  the  largest  of  the  London  hos- 
pitals. These  out-patients  are  attended  gratuitously  by  the  hos- 
pital officers : 


.\It«d«l  bf 

Vencnal  i  uf.                                | 

Mm. 

Wnnwo  mtui  \  hlldren. 

loUL 

Mr   Llovd       .  .      . 

1009 
986 

24.-. 

2T:t 

I2f>9 

Mr.  WoVmnld 

Total 

I99S 

.518 

2513 

These  cases  were  part  of  a  total  of  5327  general  patients. 

Thi.s  Inst  item  alone  would  not  enable  one  to  form  any  idea  of 
the  inuuher  of  sufferers  from  this  terrible  scourge.     Thei-e  are  in 


■4oii 


HISTOK^    OF  I'KOSTITUTION. 


London  nine  great  hospitals,  besides  smaller  ones,  niid  dispen- 
saries in  every  parisii,  or  division  of  a  large  parish,  and  other 
means  of  gratuitous  medical  assistance.  Suppose  the  smaller  med- 
ical foundations  put  aside,  and  their  patients  thrown  into  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  great  hospitals,  we  .-should  have  22,()17  venereal  pa- 
tients. Suppose  the  private  practice  of  the  London  army  of  med- 
ical men  to  yield  only  half  as  many  more,  we  have  SiJ.OOO  vene- 
real patient*  in  London  only.  Witlioiit  n;ekoning  the  Lock  Hos- 
pital, parisli  doctors,  barracks,  and  all  the  other  institutions,  on« 
would  very  readily  imagine  that  London  alone  furnished  oO.OCH) 
venereal  patients  per  annum. 

Again,  on  the  number  of  single  men  and  widowers  in  London 
above  twent}'  years  of  age  (upward  of  a  quarter  of  a  million),  the 
venereal  cases,  if  in  the  same  proportion  as  among  soldiers  and 
sailors,  would  in  the  same  period  amount  to  30,000  and  upward. 

There  is,  however,  another  way  of  conjecturing  the  amount  of 
disease  introduced  into  the  community  by  prostitution,  which  En- 
glish writers  have  adopted.  The  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  a 
periodical  of  high  standing,  speaking  of  the  extent  of  venereal  dis- 
ease and  its  eiVects  on  thf  [lopiihuioii.  s;iys : 

"  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  to  represent  the  public  prostitutes 
of  England,  Wulea,  and  Scotland,  fifty  thoiLsand  is  un  estimate  too  low.  We 
presunif  tlif  re  will  be  iici  ohjw'tion  madu  to  the  uisuuiption  that,  unless  each 
of  these  fifty  thousand  prostitutes  submitted  to  at  least  one  act  of  inter- 
course during  every  twenty-four  liours,  she  itiuld  rmi  ubtain  uicaiis  sufiRcient 
to  supjKjft  life.  The  result  of  the  evidence  (.•oiituiiieii  in  the  tiret  report  itf 
the  Constabulary  force  of  Kugiund  was  that  about  two  per  sent,  of  the  jiros- 
titutes  of  London  were  suffering  under  sonic;  form  of  venereal  disease.  But 
yet  we  will  descend  even  lower,  and  presiime  that  of  one  hundanl  healthy 
prostitutes,  if  each  subniit.s  to  one  indiscriminate  sexual  net  in  twenfy- 
Ibur  hours,  not  more  than  one  would  become  infected  with  syphilis ;  an  es- 
timate which  is,  without  doubt,  far  too  low,  yet,  if  admitted  to  be  correct, 
the  necessary  consequence  will  be,  that  of  the  fifty  thousand  prostitutes,  five 
hundred  are  diseased  within  the  aforesaid  twc^nty-four  hours. 

"  If  we  next  admit  that  a  fifth  of  these  five  hundre<i  diseased  women  are 
admitted  to  hospitals  on  the  day  on  which  di-seiuse  appears,  it  follows  there 
are  every  day  on  the  streets  four  hundred  disea-sed  women.  I^t  it  be  sup- 
posed that  the  power  of  these  four  hundred  to  iiifwt  be  limited  to  twelve 
days,  and  that  of  every  six  j^ersons  who,  at  the  rate  of  one  tich  uight, 
have  connection  with  theae  women,  five  become  infected,  it  wid  follow  that 
then  will  be  four  llununud  uitn  inj'tcttd  every  niijhl,  anil,  runiieffiieiitly,  dim 
million  four  hiinditd  and  sizly  Ihotuand  i.i  lite  year.     Farther,  :i.s  there 
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«i«  every  night  fntir  hunflred  women  di.sea.sed  by  these  men,  one  hundred 
and  eighty-two  thousand  five  hundred  public  prostitutes  will  be  syphilized 
during  the  year,  and  hence  one  million,  six  hufidrtH  and  fifty-two  Ihoiuand, 
five  hundred  cases  of  syphilis  in  both  sexes  occ^ir  every  Iweire  inuulhs.  If, 
then,  till.'  entire  population  had  intercourse  with  pro-rtitute.s  in  an  etjual  ra- 
tio, the  gross  jwpulation  r»f  Great  Britain,  of  alJ  ages  and  isexes,  would,  dur- 
ing eighteen  years,  have  been  affected  with  primary  syphilis.  Be  it  remem- 
bered, we  do  not  iiasert  that  mure  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  iier^ins  are 
attacked  ever}'  year,  but  that  that  number  of  nises  occur  annually  in  En- 
gland, Wales,  and  Scotland,  though  the  siiiue  individual  may  be  attacked 
more  than  once.  Although  it  is  evident  that  all  the  extimates  used  for 
these  calculation.s  are  (we  know  no  other  won!  that  expresses  it)  ridiculoa'<ly 
low,  yet  we  find  that  more  than  a  milliun  iuid  a  half  canes  of  syphili.s  occur 
ever)' year, an  annpunt  which  is  pmbabK  not  half  the  actual  niimlwr.  How 
enormoas.  then,  uiitst  be  the  number  of  children  b<jm  with  secondary  syph- 
ilis! how  immense  the  mortality  among  them  !  how  vast  an  amount  of  ])nb- 
lio  and  private  money  expended  in  the  ciu-e  of  this  disease  !" 
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MEXK'O. 

8]>anbb  CoTiquest. — Treaimcnl  of  Female  Prisoners. — Mcxirnn  Manners  in  It577. 
^I'rii'j.lli'XKl. — Modern  SiX'iety. — FiishUmnlile  Life. — liiJifferenre  of  Husbands 
to  ilieir  \S'ivp>. — Generui  Immoralilv. — Offenses. — Charitable  Insiiiutiuos. — The 
Cnna,  or  Founilliiit;  llo!>|iilal. 

The  social  condition  of  Mexico  is  of  importance,  as  it  was  for- 
merly the  chief  seat  of  Spani:?h  domination  in  America,  and  it.<» 
manner."!  and  government  gave  the  key  to  all  the  other  colonies 
and  viceroyalties  wliich  owed  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 
Whatever  tiie  state  of  the  native  population  may  have  been  when 
Spaiii.<h  Ifjulers  and  their  myrmidons  burst  upon  them,  and  broke 
up  the  kingdom  of  the  Mexican  emperors,  they  rapidly-  .succumb- 
etl  beneath  tlie  lust,  avarice,  and  eriielty  which  were  ever  the  dis- 
tinctive features  of  Spanish  warfare  and  eonque.-^t  in  every  clime 
and  against  every  ])eople.  Of  the  enormities  perpetrated  by  these 
soldiers,  the  history  of  the  Mexican  conquest  gives  us  innumer- 
able instances;  but  one  sohtary  example,  from  Bcrnal  de  Diaz, 
will  be  enougli.  He  tells  us  that  when  they  took  women  prison- 
ers, they  made  n  division  of  them  at  niirht  for  the  sake  of  greater 
peace  and  quietness,  and  that  they  branded  them  with  the  marks 
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of  their  owners.  Thej  were  thus  at  liberty  to  choose  the  hand- 
somest of  the  Indian  women,  and  reserve  them  for  their  own  uses. 
What  these  uses  were  can  be  easily  supposed.  The  fate  of  less  ta- 
vored  female  prisoners  is  left  in  doubt;  they  were  turned  over  to 
their  savage  allies,  to  be  butchered  in  cold  blood,  or  otherwi.se  dis- 
posed of  as  most  convenient. 

From  Mexic<j  the  flow!  of  Spanish  crueltj-  and  immorality  spread 
itself  like  a  stream  of  lava  over  the  whole  of  South  America.  The 
chivalry  of  the  soldiery  soon  degenerated,  and  the  self-denial  and 
lofty  motives,  darkened  though  they  weit;  by  bigotry  and  cruelly 
in  some  cases,  which  Inul  distinguished  the  priests,  were  lost.  In- 
glorious ease  and  luxurious  indolence  now  superseded  thai  love 
of  adventure  and  unconquerable  daring  which  dislinguisiied  (V)r- 
tez  and  Pizarro,  and  their  comrades:  no  trace  of  the  old  heroic 
character  remained  save  the  grinding  oppression  and  reckless  sel- 
tishueas  which  usually  accompany  ambition. 

An  illustration  of  the  loose  manners  which  prevailed  in  Mexico 
among  the  clergj'  is  to  be  found  in  the  voyages  of  Tiiomas  Page, 
a  Dominican  monk,  who  visit«?d  Mexico  with  some  of  his  order 
on  their  road  to  the  western  coast  of  America  and  to  Asia  as  mis- 
sionaries. 

From  this  work,  published  in  1677,  we  learn  ihat  the  writer 
and  his  companions  visited  the  prior  of  Vera  Cruz  en  their  jour- 
ney, and,  after  a  sumptuous  dinner,  adjourned,  by  invitation,  to  his 
cell.  The}'  tbuml  it  richly  tapestried  and  adorned  with  feathers 
of  the  birds  of  Michoacou;  the  walls  were  Imngwith  various  pic- 
tures of  merit;  rich  ruga  of  silk  covered  the  tables;  porcelain  of 
China  tilled  the  cupboards  and  sideboards,  and  ther*-  were  vases 
and  bowls  containing  preserved  fruits  and  sweetmeats.  '•  My 
companion.s,"  says  he,  "were  scandalized  by  such  an  exhibition. 
The  holy  friar  talked  tf)  ua  of  his  luice.stry,  of  his  good  parts,  of 
the  influence  he  had  with  the  Father  Provincial,  of  the  love  the 
principal  ladies  of  the  place  bore  him,  of  his  beautiful  voice  and 
skill  iu  music.  He  took  his  guitar  and  sang  us  a  sonnt-t  in  praise 
of  a  certain  lady."  Afterward,  speaking  of  the  Francis<^ans  of 
Jalapa,  Thomas  Page  says :  "  Their  lives  are  so  free  and  innnodest 
that  it  might  b<>  .suspected  with  reason  that  they  had  rennnnced 
only  that  which  they  could  not  obtain."  After  witnessing  a  gam- 
bling scene  in  a  convent,  he  concludes  that  "  the  cause  of  so  many 
Friara  and  Jesuits  passing  from  Spain  to  regions  so  distant  was 
libertinage  rather  than  lov»'  of  preaching  the  Gospel." 
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The  same  writer  subsequently  parses  from  portraiture  to  more 
general  delineation,  and  thus  depicts  the  body  of  the  clergy :  "  It 
seems  thiit  all  wickedness  is  allowable,  so  that  the  churuhes  and 
clergy  flourish.  Nay,  while  the  purse  is  open  to  lasciviousness, 
if  it  be  ulso  open  to  enrich  the  temple  walls  and  roof,  it  is  better 

than  any  holy  water In  their  lifetime  the  Mexicans 

strive  to  excel  one  another  in  their  gifts  to  the  cloisters  of  nuns 
and  friars." 

"  Among  the  benefactors  was  one,  AJonzo  Cucllar,  to  rich  that  he  waa 
reported  to  have  a  cliwet  in  lua  house  laid  with  bars  of  gold  iiwtead  of 
bricks.  Tliis  man  built  a  nunnery  for  Francisican  nuns,  which  cost  him 
thirt}-  iLoasund  dueat.s,  and  left  tt>  it  two  thousand  dollars  yearly.  And  yet 
his  life  wa.s  so  scandalouH  that  commonly  in  the  night,  with  two  .servant.-*, 
he  would  go  round  tlie  city  vi^iitiiig  seandalou-s  person."-,  mid  at  every  hou.se 
letting  fall  a  lieitd  and  tying  a  knot,  that  when  he  cunie  home  in  the  murn- 
ing,  he  might  number,  by  his  beads,  the  uncivil  stations  be  Lad  visited  that 
night. 

"  Great  alms  and  liberality  toward  njHgious  houaes  are  coupled  with  great 
and  scandalous  wickednesi.  They  wallow  in  the  bed  of  riches  and  wealth, 
and  make  their  alms  the  coverlet  to  conceal  their  1(k>8c  and  lu^iciTious 
lives.  .... 

"T  will  not  speak  much  of  the  lives  of  the  friars  and  nuns  of  this  city, 
but  only  that  they  enjoy  thc.c  more  liberty  than  in  Europe,  where  they 
have  ton  much,  and  that  surely  the  scandals  committed  by  them  do  cry  up 
to  heaven  for  vengeance,  judgment,  and  destruction. 

"  It  is  ordinary  for  the  friars  to  visit  their  devoted  nuns,  and  to  spend 
whole  days  with  them,  hearing  their  music  and  feeding  on  their  sweetmeats. 
For  this  purpose  they  have  many  chambers,  which  they  call  luquatories,  to 
talk  in,  with  wt^odeii  lurs  between  the  uuus  and  them,  and  in  thcM!  cham- 
bers are  tables  for  the  friars  to  dine  at,  and  while  they  dine  the  nuns  recre- 
ate them  with  their  voices." 

We  need  no  addition  to  these  deep  shadows  from  the  dark  pen- 
cil of  so  vigorous  a  limner  as  worthy  Thomas  Page,  to  delineate 
character  nearly  two  hundred  years  ago,  but  we  cau  scarcely  be- 
lieve it  equally  applicable  to  the  present  day.  The  reign  of  op- 
pression in  Mexico,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  approaching  it^s  end,  and 
recent  events  have  shown  that  the  population  is  alive  to  some  of 
those  ti-uths  which  were  long  ago  patent  to  all  the  world  except 
those  mo.st  intimately  concerned. 

Of  modem  Mexican  society,  an  accomplished  female  writer,  who 
had  the  best  opportunities  of  judging,  says : 

"  It  is  long  before  a  stranger  even  stupents  the  state  of  murals  in  this 
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coujitry,  for,  whatever  be  the  private  oonduft  of  indtviduuls,  the  most  per- 
fect decorum  prevails  in  outward  behavior.  But  inJolonoe  is  the  luothor  of 
vice.  They  rarei^^  jrossip  to  .strangers  about  their  neiphliore'  fault*.  Habit 
hiui  renderud  thum  tolerably  indifferent  as  to  tlie  liaisont  subsisting  umong 
partieular  friends,  and  aw  long  an  n  woman  attends  chuR'h  rcfrularly,  is  a 
patrouuHii  of  eharitable  iii»^titutioms  and  give«  no  8candal  by  her  nuiwanl  be- 
havior, she  may  do  pretty  much  as  ghe  pieai«i>.  Ai  for  tlirtiitioas  in  public, 
they  are  unknown."' 

Tl>o  prfsent  ami.abilitv  of  the  Mexican  ladies  is  admitt<?d  on  all 
himds,  Jis  is  the  genial  wunnlh  of  their  manner.  Smie  travelers, 
indeed,  and  among  them  Mr.  Waddy  Thoini)8on,  are  of  opinion 
that  this  is  attributed  to  them  its  a  Jiuilt,  and  that  the  reproach  of 
tnifhastity  is  unjustly  urged  .ngainst  tbein,  as  there  is  nt>  city  in 
Europe  where  there  is  less  iinuiorality.  The  ooustaut  jJivsi'noe  of 
a  duenna,  and  the  house-jwrter,  who  is  an  ajipurtenanee  of  every 
household  of  respectiibility,  are  excellent  checks  on  ininiomlity. 
But  this  wotild  rather  argue  the  necessity  of  a  safi'guard  not  found 
in  the  female  virtue  of  Mexico.  Besiiles,  these  uj)pendages  of  rank 
have  lost  their  real  meaning,  and  the  duenna  may  be  converted 
into  the  convenient  cloak  or  abettor  of  an  intrigue,  the  more  safe 
iw  she  is  th»!  supjxjsed  protectress  of  the  iiusband's  honor.  A  na- 
tive writer,  in  summiug  up  the  character  of  his  enuntrvmen,  sjiys 
that  "they  are  moderate  in  eating,  but  their  pjiaaion  ioi'  liquor  is 
carried  to  the  greatest  exci^ss.  The  attV-ction  which  husbands 
bear  their  wives  is  certainly  much  less  than  that  borne  by  wives 
to  their  httsbands,  and  it  is  i^ery  annmnn  for  Oie  men  to  hve  iheir 
neighhyrs^  wives  belter  tfiait  their  ouvi."'  This  onesided  censure 
presupposes,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  neighbors'  wives 
mu;st  show  some  recij)rocity. 

The  general  immorality  of  the  lower  classes  in  Mexico  would 
almost  exclude  the  expectation  of  a  system  of  prostitution,  as  we 
usually  imderstand  the  term.  Puebla,  a  manufacturing  town  near 
Mexico,  is  sunimarily  described  as  having  a  most  devout  female 
population,  and  a  most  abandoned  one;  but  this  is  matter  of  con- 
duct rather  than  of  calling.  The  enumeration  of  oftenses  in  the 
justice  list  of  Mexico  does  not  tell  of  one  prostitute,  although  it 
contains  a  large  number  of  persons  guilty  of  "  incontinence."  The 
exact  meaning  of  this  offense,  in  its  legal  and  technical  sense,  is 
not  given  us,  but  we  presume  it  relates  to  improjier  and  disgust- 
ing practices.  Tlie  charge  of  "  violation  of  public  decency,"  al- 
'  MadBtne  Caldrron  de  la  Barca.  '  Clavijero. 
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though  it  may  relate  to  mutual  tiimiliaritics,  will  probably  include 
Ixitli  iiiueeviiey  and  inunoialiiy. 

The  Ibllowing  tjible  gives  the  number  of  persons  arrested  in  the 
cdty  of  Mexico  in  1851. 
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Among  a  population  of  interior  intellect,  and  with  the  excess  of 
women  always  to  be  found  in  tropical  eountrie.*,  ihr  rharaoter  of 
the  priesthood  liecomes  of  primary  imj)ortanee.  On  lliJ!-  particu- 
lar, some  writers  are  of  opinion  that  what  was  written  in  1677  will 
apply  with  almi:)st  t-ipial  force  in  the  present  day  ;  a  position  cer- 
tainly o|)fii  to  d'lubt.' 

The  lower  orders  of  the  priests  and  friars  in  Mexico  are  gener- 
uni'ducated  and  fntpKntly  lieentiou.'^.  The  most  revolting 
[•taelcs  of  vice  and  immondity  are  exhibited  by  some  of  them. 
They  are  remarkable  for  the  roue  appearance  they  present,  but 
they  can  not  be  considered  types  of  the  ela.s8,  for  the  higher  orders 
and  respectable  meml>ers  of  the  priesthood  are  exempt  from  the 
imputation  of  such  flagrant  immorality.  Even  these  are  not 
l)lameles>  members  of  the  Church.  Many  of  them  have  nephews 
and  nieces  in  their  houses,  or  at  least  thos«-  wiio  c;dl  them  uncle, 
but  to  whom  scandal  ascribes  a  closer  relationship. 

Among  the  charitable  institutions  in  Mexico,  jKrliaps  the  most 
important  is  the  Cmui,  or  Foundling  Hospital.  It  is  supported  by 
private  individuals,  and  the  members  of  the  society  consist  of  the 
first  {lersons  in  the  capital,  male  and  female.  Tlie  men  furnish 
the  money ;  the  women  give  \\\cit  time  ami  attention.  When  a 
child  has  been  abotit  a  month  in  the  hospital,  it  is  sent  with  an 
Indian  nurse  to  one  of  the  adjacent  villagi-s;  but  if  sick  or  feeble, 
it  remains  in  the  institution,  under  the  immediat*>  insj>eetion  of 
the  society.  These  nurses  arc  subject  to  a  responsible  person,  who 
lives  in  the  village  and  answers  for  their  gin^d  conduct.  The  child 
'  W«ady  Thompson.  Mcxlo<.  in  >x4fi.  y.  1 15. 
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is  brought  batk  t<>  the  hospital  when  weaneti,  and  remains  in  its 
charge  for  life.  Few,  however,  are  left  to  grow  up  in  the  Jisyluin ; 
they  are  adopted  by  rfrtpeetable  persons,  who  bring  thara  up  either 
as  servants  or  as  their  own  children.  In  this,  iis  in  other  institu- 
tions of  the  saino  character,  tin-  mothers  olthe  children  oftei»  get 
themselves  hired  as  nurses.  There  are  usually  five  or  six  hund- 
red children  in  this  asylum.' 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

CENTRAL   AND  SOtfTH   AMERICA. 

Low  moral  Condition. — S«n  Salvador. — GuntcmnlH. — Yucatan. — Casta  Rica. — 
Honduras. — The  Caribs. — Depnivitv  in  IVru  mid  Chili. — "Children  of  the 
Honif." — Intrif;ne  in  Lima. — Infnniii-ide. — I.4ixity  of  Mnralu  in  Brazil  and  Par- 
afniav. — FoundlinR  Hospital  at  Rio  Janeiro. 

Thk  whole  peninsula  of  South  America,  and  the  states  com- 
prised in  Central  America,  are  involved  in  the  sjimc  social  system 
with  Mexico,  derived  as  they  are  by  common  origin  from  pure  or 
mixed  Spanish  blood.  The  same  political  L-ircumstancos  and  or- 
ganis«ition  have  always  affected  the  various  territorial  divisions, 
BJid  whether  we  consider  the  semi-civilized  nations  of  ancient 
Peru  and  its  dependencies,  or  the  savage  tribes  in  the  valleys  of 
the  Amazon  and  the  La  Plata,  we  find  them,  after  the  first  irrup- 
tion of  Spanish  conqueror's,  victims  of  indiscriminate  oppression, 
insatiable  avarice,  and  unsparing  lust.  South  America  was  long 
consideied  a  mere  treasure-field  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  to  be 
worked  without  liability  to  account  by  every  adventurer  who 
chose  to  encounter  the  hardships  of  foreign  travel,  or  the  perils 
of  residence  in  a  tropical  climate  and  amid  hostile  savages. 

The  natives  far  outnumbered  their  masters,  and  the  same  ruth- 
less system  of  depression  was  extended  to  them  as  to  Mexico. 
The  consequence  was,  that  before  the  lapse  of  many  generations 
from  the  Conquest,  there  were  but  two  classes  throughout  the 
vast  Spanish  territories — masters  and  slaves.  The  natural  and  in- 
evitabh*  result  of  .servile  institutions  could  not  long  be  postponed. 
The  de.sccndants  of  the  conquerors  rapidly  degenerated,  and  im- 
becility and  incapacity  took  the  pl.aces  of  heroism  mid  ability. 
The  original  hardihood  and  during,  which  had  vanquished  un- 
counted enemies,  had  traversed  unknown  wilds,  had  defied  every 
'  Madnme  Calderon  di-  hi  Banii,  |i.  259. 
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danger,  were  lost  iu  voluptuousness  aiid  sell'-mdulgen\«.  The 
posterity  of  those  men  wuo  bad  discovered  a  new  wo  Id,  and 
swayed  the  d;«iiiueis  of  the  old  b"  uod  or  the  stroke  ot  a  pen, 
were  unable  tc  urotect  themseives  against  tbe  weak  ministers  of  a 
woni-oul  despoiisH!  oi  aeainsT  any  unstrupulous  demagogue  who 
could  rally  a  ban^^  o.  ;oving  Indians  around  him,  and  maraud  the 
peaceable  and  weIl-dL<ipOvsed.  A  state  of  political  degradation 
reigned  supreme  over  the  whole  of  South  America,  only  tt>  be 
paralleled  by  the  debuseuient  of  its  social  condition. 

In  Centml  America,  including  San  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Yuca- 
tan, Costii  Rica,  and  Ilondunis,  the  condition  of  the  women  is  very 
much  the  same  a.s  in  Mexico.  The  statements  oi' travelers  in  those 
little-frequented  regions  are  very  vague  in  reference  to  the  subject 
of  public  morality,  and  give  us  no  reliable  or  detailed  information 
on  the  specialities  which  would  be  of  service  in  this  inquiry.  In 
Yucatan,  the  ladies  are  said  to  be  somewhat  more  domesticated 
than  their  Mexican  neighboi-s,  and  to  interest  themselves  in  the 
management  of  their  households  and  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren ;  but  still  the  standard  of  morality  is  not  very  high,  if  meas- 
ured by  United  States  habits  and  ideas.'  In  the  neighboring  re- 
public of  Guatemala,  the  free  manners  prevalent  in  the  country 
districts  of  the  kindred  territories  are  usually  met  with;'  but  these 
would  rather  indicate  low  ideas  of  decency  than  any  actual  immo- 
rality. Difference  of  climate  and  of  race  would  make  many  things 
tolerable,  or  even  reputable,  which  our  colder  skies  and  moi-e  rigid 
notions  would  totally  exclude  from  the  observances  of  civilized 
society. 

The  Indian  populations  of  South  America  have  become  so  com- 
pletely slaves  during  long  years  of  bondage  that  they  have  lost 
their  prominent  characteristics,^  and  are  but  a  reflex  of  their  mas- 

'  Nonnitn,  Yucaian.  Sterenii,  Treveln  in  Central  America. 

''  Amoni;  the  Napaalis  «  remimnl  of  the  ancient  Aztec  inhabitunts,  raurriat;e 
seems  u>  have  been  under  tlie  directiun  of  the  chiefs,  and  I'oiui.itcd  in  KrHt  siibmii- 
ting  the  partioi  to  liutratiunis  Miuh  tt.s  washing  them  in  a  river,  nnd  aftcrv »ril  1)^0^ 
them  lopethcr  in  the  bride's  house,  whither  the  ri'lations  bmiiKhl  [irescnts  to  thi- 
new  rouplc. 

It  was  riLitomnrr  for  only  the  kindred  to  lament  the  death  of  ordinnrj-  jierwins, 
bnt  the  de<«B.sc  of  a  cazique  or  war-chief  wait  si^alized  by  n  Kt'n<-'™'  monrninj;  for 
fonr  days.  Rape  wa.s  punished  with  death,  adultery  by  making  the  ufl'eiidcr  the 
•lave  of  the  injured  husband,  "unless  |)nrd(>ned  by  the  hiph-priesi  on  nnonnt  of 
pant  nerrices  in  war."  There  were  certain  dcRrec*  of  relatioiuhip  within  which  it 
waa  unlawful  to  marry,  and  «cxual  intcrcouKe  in  Kuch  limitu  wa>  punished  with 
ith.     Upon  maiiera  of  this  kind  there  existed  the  itreateat  ri((or,  for,  aajs  Her- 
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ters  in  the  lowest  state  of  ignorance.  Tho  women  maiy  be  gener- 
ally described  as  of  very  loose  morals,  yet  kind  and  gentle  unless 
roused  by  jealousy,  in  which  case  they  am  use  the  knife  as  promiit- 
ly  as  their  male  friends.  It  is  said  they  make  very  affectionate 
mothers. 

There  are  a  few  tribes  who  have  preserved  .some  semblance  of 
nationality.  The  Caribs  of  Honduras  are  a  hardy  and  athletic 
race.  Polygamy  is  general  among  them,  three  or  four  wives  be- 
ing a  not  uncommon  number.  The  husband  is  compelled  to  have 
a  separate  house  and  plantation  for  each,  and,  if  he  make  one  a 
present,  he  must  give  the  others  something  of  equal  value.  He 
mu.st  al.so  divide  his  time  among  them,  giving  a  week  to  each  in 
euccjession.  When  a  Carib  takes  a  wife,  he  fells  a  plantation  and 
builds  a  house ;  the  wife  then  takes  the  management,  ami  he  be- 
comes a  gentleman.  The  women  attend  their  plantations  with 
great  care,  and,  in  the  course  of  twelve  or  fifteen  moutlis,  have  ev- 
ery description  of  breadstuff" under  cultivntion.  About  Christmas 
they  engage  several  ereers,  and  freight  them  with  produce  for 
Trtixillo  and  Belize,  hiring  their  husbands  and  others  as  sailors. 
It  is  also  the  custom,  when  a  woman  can  not  do  all  the  work  re- 
quired on  her  plantation,  for  her  to  engiige  lier  husband  as  a  la- 
borer, and  pay  him  two  dollars  per  week.  Industry'  and  foi-e- 
thought  aiv  peculiar  trails  of  the  Carib  women,  C(>n.-»<Minent]y  they 
easily  surround  themselves  witli  nece.s.saries  and  eomforl.s. 

The  data  bearing  on  the  proixirtion  of  the  sexes  in  the  aggre- 
gate population,  although  too  iinjierfect  to  be  wfirtli  pre.senting, 
yet  go  to  show  that,  as  in  Mexico,  there  is  a  considerable  jirepon- 
derance  of  female."!.'  The  dis[>roportion  in  births  is  not  so  great 
as  in  deaths;  for,  while  tiie  number  of  mali-s  and  females  Ixu-n  is 
nearly  equal,  more  of  the  fonner  than  the  latter  die  annually. 
There  are  more  old  women  tlian  old  men,  ascribable,  no  doubt,  to 
the  greater  sol>riety  of  the  women,  drunkenness  l)eing  a  vice 
which,  under  the  tropics,  is  rapid  in  its  consequences.  In  Nica* 
raguu  the  women  number  two  to  one  of  the  male  population. 
The  Department  of  Cuseatlan  in  San  Salvador  has  an  excess  of 
1838  women  over  men,  and  of  17' »9  boys  over  girls, 

Peru  and  Chili,  though  ueighlxiring  countries,  and  both  in  the 
strip  of  western  coast  between  tlie  Andes  and  the  .sea,  present  con- 

rera,  "he  who  conned  or  mailc  sigii*  to  s  married  woman  was  hinlihed."     Fomi- 
CBlion  wa*  punished  bv  wlii|j]iiU|;. — .s'y«iVr'»  Sorts  on  Ctnlral  Amrrira,  p.  34C. 
'  Squier,  p.  SO. 
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eidorable  ditfcrencv  of  condition.  Chili  is  rapidly  rising  in  politi- 
cal iniportaiic*.-  by  uit-au;-  ol  tht-  internal  energy  of  the  people,  and 
the  development  of  natural  reamrces  by  native  and  foreign  enter- 
prise, and  capital. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  resident  eye-witnesses  that  female  vir- 
tue Wius  at  so  low  an  ebb  in  Chili  within  a  tew  years,  that  in  most 
families,  even  of  good  standing,  there  were  one  or  more  children 
who  were  called  "children  of  the  house,"  and  whose  parentage  was 
fhstributed  generally  among  the  ladies  of  the  family.  Nay,  we 
have  heard  that  the  rites  of  hospitality  sometimes  included  civili- 
ties in  respect  to  the  females  which  are  usually  considered  as  pe- 
culiar to  certain  Oriental  nations.  A  rapid  change  for  the  better 
is,  however,  taking  place  in  these  usages,  and  even  the  sea-port  of 
Valparaiso  is  described  by  Wilke.s  as  Ix-ing  greatly  improved  from 
the  period  of  his  tirst  visit,  when  few  sailors  left  it  without  having 
lost  both  their  money  and  health  among  its  women. 

Peru  has  made  but  little  advance  in  its  recent  political  changes. 
The  government  is  ni  a  state  of  continual  anarchy.  A  new  mine 
of  wealth  hits  l>een  discovered  in  the  guano  deposits  of  the  Chin- 
cha  Islands,  which  has  attracted  great  numb«.'rs  of  foreign  vessels 
to  its  shortis.  Bui  the  wealth  acquired  from  this  s<iurce  has  done 
little  for  the  jx'ojilf.  Lima,  the  ('aj)ital,  lias  long  been  remjirkable 
for  the  krvity  ami  dissipation  of  its  inhabitsmts.  The  very  dress 
of  the  ladies,  which  may  have  Ix-en  originally  intended  to  insure 
seeliision  and  privocv,  has  become  an  emblem  of  intrigue.  It  con- 
sists of  a  peculiar  ho«id  and  petticoat,  covering  the  wearer  en- 
tirely, who,  when  thus  in  domino,  is  styled  tapifla,  and  is,  by  com- 
mon usage,  held  to  be  secure  from  all  impertinent  interference  or 
insult.  The  same  term  is  a]>plieil  to  a  shawl  woni  over  the  head, 
so  as  to  cover  the  mouth  and  I'orehead.  Under  this  concealment 
the  wearer  is  known  only  to  the  most  intimate  friends,  and  ladies 
thixs  attired  frequent  the  t.hcatn.*s.  It  is  favorable  to  intrigue, 
and  so  peHect  is  tlie  security  that  any  place  of  amusement  may 
be  visited  with  impunity,  and,  even  if  suspected  by  the  husband 
or  relative,  she  is  protected  from  discovery  by  the  respect  attach- 
ed to  the  custom. 

Dr.  Tschudi  draws  a  very  cheerless  picture  of  the  state  and 
pro-sjiects  of  Peru.'  Its  moral  degradation  is  significantly  typified 
in  the  decline  of  its  jxipulation,  which  has  been  continually  diinin- 

'  Vern;  BeiseskiiitMi  in  .len  Jshren  1838-1842.  (Pern,  Skptchm  nf  TrareL) 
By  J,  J.  Von  Tsclnidi.      >  v.il«.     St.  Gallen.  IMfi. 
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iahing  since  the  establisbineiii  uf  iis  independence.  That  noble 
land,  which  cuiitiiiued  aii  fiKtniioits  jicijniliftioii  at  the  time  of  the 
Conquest,  numbered  in  IS'Sii  les-s  than  1.401), (.HJO  inhabituiits;  not 
SI  many  as  were  formerly  found  in  the  departme.ut  nf  Cuseo  alone. 
Tiie  deaths  in  Lima  vary  annually  from  250{)  to  28W)  out  of  a 
population  of  o3,(MX);  in  the  ten  months  from  January  1st  to  Ot- 
tober  Slat,  1841.  they  were  2244.  the  births  in  that  period  being 
1682,  of  which  8<j0  were  illegitimate. 

"  Not  less  remarkable  than  tlw  number  ot  illepitimate  diiltlrcn  is  that  of 
the  new-l)om  infants  exposed  Btid  found  dead  (495).  Tla-se  fift'ord  the  most 
Ktrikiiifr  pPHifs  (if  till'  ininionditv  wliieli  |ii-evuilri  in  Limu,  esjHX'iall^  auioug 
the  eolopwl  ix»plc.  To  them  belonji  iienrly  two  tliirds  of  tlie  illegitimate 
births,  and  fiilij-  four  fifths  of  the  ehildnni  cust  out  to  die.  There  is  nii.son 
to  susjKKt,  thoiijih  it  i-au  not  be  (xisifively  proved,  that  rm  >u)ull  |<iitii>ii  of 
the  latter  suffer  a  violent  death  In  the  hands  of  their  niothen..  When  a 
dead  child  is  picked  up  before  tliu  ehiirth  ,)f  Sun  l-izarihor  in  thi:  struetjit  is 
carried,  without  a  word  of  inquiry,  to  tlie  I'autheoii  ;  fai|uenth'  it  in  not 
even  fhoujiht  worth  wliile  to  hurv  it.  I  have  m-i'Ii  thi-  vulturi's  dnijf^fiiig 
about  the  twolterilig  aia-asses  of  iHf'Hiit.s,  and  devouring  tlieiu  in  [-opalous 
gtjfeetH.  •  •  *  •  On  comparing  the  list;?  of  birtlm  and  deaths  from  1826  to 
1842.  T  <iti!<fit"d  myself  that  tlie  annual  excet^  of  the  IntttT  <iver  the  f'uiuier 
aveniges  550. 

"  The  women  of  T/inui  uiv  far  Mijuirior  to  tlie  iiien.  fioth  nirjion'ally  and 
intellivtuaily,  though  their  ixiiiduet  in  nuuiy  rcsjieels  i.»<  any  thing  but  ex- 
emplary. They  eliiig  «itli  invincilde  tenacity  to  the  iLse  of  their  national 
walking  gJirh,  the  sat/a  y  maitto,  in  which  they  take  their  pteamire  in  the 
striH'tM,  making  kwu  play  with  the  one  eye  tliey  leave  uueoveretl,  and  rjuita 
seeure  in  that  disguise  firoin  detection,  even  by  tlio  naist  jealoum  scrutiny. 
The  veil  is  inviolable;  any  man  who  shouid  attempt  to  pinck  of!  a  woman's 
tiuiiilo  would  be  very  severely  handled  by  the  jxtpulaec.  The  bi.stury  of 
their  lives  comprises  two  phases ;  in  the  full  l)looin  of  their  faM.'inBting 
beauty  their  time  is  divided  U'tweeu  doing  naught  and  naughty  doings; 
when  their  chanus  are  on  the  wane,  tliey  take  to  devotion  and  scuudal.  A 
young  ladv  of  Lima  rises  laU»,  dresses  her  liuir  with  orange  or  jii-sniine  flow- 
ers, and  waits  t(»r  breakfa-st.  after  which  she  receives  or  pays  visits,  ihiring 
the  heat  of  the  day  she  swings  in  a  hammock  r>r  reclines  on  a  sofa.  ^mokiIlg 
a  cignr.  After  dinner  she  again  pays  x  isits,  jind  fiuisbcs  the  eTcning  either 
in  the  theatre,  or  the  Plana,  or  on  the  bridge.  Few  ladies  occupy  themseiveB 
with  needlework  or  netting,  though  mme  of  them  possess  great  skill  in  thoee 
artti. 

"The  pride  which  the  fair  Lunc'as  take  in  their  dainty  little  feet  knows 
no  bounds.     Walking,  sitting,  or  Btanding.  swinging  in  the  hammock  or  Ij- 
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mentioned  are   many  half-breeds,  children   of 
iul  Indian  mothers. 

ually  be  supposed  that  in  the  several  tribes  cora- 
[ile  there  would  exist  great  diversity  of  manners, 
:i>und  only  in  minor  particulars.  Tlie  social  in- 
!•  2<ortii  Americiin  Intlians  are  so  generally  uni- 
k>r  it  pi>ssible  to  sketch  the  whole  at  one  view, 
lions  are  still  conlined  to  the  chase  and  the  war- 
j  1  lurm  a  round  of  daily  labor,  even  though  it  insure<l 
ample  provision  for  his  wants,  would  be  contrary  alike 
clination  and  the  supposetl  tlignity  of  the  Red  Man,  who 
y  deign  to  follow  any  pursuit  which  does  not  combine 
and  excitement.  Woman,  therefore,  becomes  the 
id  slave  ;  upon  her  devolves  the  duty  of  cultivating  the 
whenever  an\'  attempt  is  made  to  Jissist  the  spontaneous 
f  Nature;  she  it  iswho  must  bear  the  load  of  gamewhich 
iband  hius  killed  ;  nmst  carry  wood  and  water,  build  huts, 
ke  canues.  In  fishing,  and  in  reaping  their  scanty  iiar- 
le  man  will,  at  times,  condescend  to  assist  her,  hut  other- 
all  the  laboi-  falls  to  her  siiare.  In  those  tribes  visitetl  by 
el's, lier duties  are  still  heavier;  she  must  join  in  the  liunt,and 
rward  dress  and  prepare  the  skins  and  furs  which  are  to  lie 
irexi  for  whisky  and  ottier  luxuries.  To  this  degradeil  con- 
n  tlie  w<jmen  seem  |)erfectly  i"econciled,  and  experlness  at 
assignee!  eniploynient  is  a  source  of  pride  to  them. 
he  treatment- of  the  female  sex  is  generally  admitted  to  be  a 
dard  by  which  man's  moral  qualities  can  be  estimated.  It 
be  doubted  if  this  rule  would  apply  to  the  Indian  tril)es,for 
who  treat  their  females  most  mildly  are  by  no  means  the 
^t  virtuous,  nor  is  their  deference  attended  by  any  increase  of 
attachment.  Where  they  aid  in  procuring  food  or  luxuries  for 
the  tribe,  they  are  held  in  more  esteem  ;  while  in  places  where 
the  chief  bunlen  of  providing  rests  upon  the  men.  they  are 
treated  with  severity.' 

Even  when  oppr-essetl  with  thase  laborious  occupations,  the 
women  have  as  mucli  native  vanity  in  respect  to  decoraticm  as 
the  sex  in  any  part  of  the  worki ;  and  an  accurate  observer  re- 
marks that,  "  Judging  from  the  time  a  squaw  often  occupies  in 
arranging  her  hair,  or  disposing  her  scanty  dress,  or  painting  her 
'  Lewis  and  Clarke's  Expedition  acitws  the  Rocky  Mountains,  vol.  ii.  p.  144. 
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"I  was  particnlorlj  atnick  by  the  extremely  free  nature  (to  use  the  very 
gentlest  expression)  of  the  conversation  which  was  itdopted  with  the  ladies, 
joung  uuU  Old.  It  wns  such  as  to  make  me  hlush  at  every  turn,  although 
•nch  modesty,  whenever  it  was  observed,  caused  a  hearty  laugh," 

The  same  author,  speaking  of  female  society  in  Rio.  says: 

•'There  is  no  society  at  Rio,  for  I  can  not  cul!  tlmt  society  from  which 
females  are  excluded.  Generally  speaking,  the  liuslmndof  a  Briizilinn  wife 
is  not  so  much  her  companion  as  her  keeper.  Mis  house  is  the  nlimle  of 
jealousy  and  distrust,  for  he  can  not  alway.s  stretch  his  confidence  to  the 
point  of  imn<pnini;  fidelity  in  the  wife  of  his  hosnni,  any  more  than  he  can 
rely  on  the  virtuous  forbearance  of  the  frien<l  of  his  heart.  Mis  daughters 
are  brought  up  in  Mnorish  seclusion,  and  his  wife  is  delivered  over  to  the 
keeping  of  a  train  of  sombre  slaves  and  domestics." 

It  may  be  tliought  that  some  of  these  romaiivs  are  applieable 
to  perio<ls  of  time  and  coniiitions  of  society  now  iiappily  pa-ssed 
away.  But  tlie  jMjison  of  itioral  depravity,  when  once  taiien  up, 
is  not  to  be  spee<lily  eliminated  from  tlie  system  of  nations  more 
than  of  individuals.  A  very  recent  traveler.  Mr.  Stewart,  testi- 
fies to  tlie  deumralization  of  female  society  in  all  chtsses.' 

With  sucli  uniform  representations  of  the  gerteral  immorality, 
and  of  the  low  estimate  in  wliicli  Female  virtue  is  lielil  in  South 
America,  it  is  not  to  be  ex|ieL-teil  tliat  there  are  any  s[)ecial  details 
on  tlie  subject  of  our  invesligJition.  Prostitution  is  in  sometlegree 
attendant  upon  a  slate  of  ()iiblic  feeling  in  which  the  purity  of 
wives  and  daughters  is  held  in  respect — not  viewed  with  jealousy, 
but  with  i"evei"ence.  In  South  America,even  in  the  present  time, 
females  mix  but  little  in  .society.  Their  education  is  very  limitetl, 
terminates  early,  and  tliey  ai-e  always  under  some  kind  of  guard- 
ianship or  cha|)eronage  in  public.  This  does  not  elevate  the 
female  character.  Freedom  and  set  f-res])ect  are  the  l)esl  protec- 
tives  to  virtue  and  honor.and  tlie  seclusion  of  women  from  general 
society  only  serves  to  invest  them  with  the.nttraction  (»f  mystery 
to  the  libertine,  wiiile  it  takes  away  from  themselves  the  exjieri- 
ence  and  self-reliance  in  which  they  finrl  a  safeguard. 

In  .South  America  generally,  the  eliaractt*r  of  tliepriesth(X)d  is 
unfortunately  ojwn  to  reprobation.  In  Brazil,  the  priests  are  re- 
puted to  \>e  free  livers.  Xear-ly  all  of  them  have  families,  anil 
when  seen  leaving  the  dwellings  of  their  wives,  or  of  the  females 
tbey  visit,  they  speak  of  them  as  their  nieces  or  sisters.     Some 

'  Stewart's  Brazil  and  La  Plata  :  New  York.  1AV). 
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unequivocally  admit  the  relationship  existing,  and  acknowledge 
their  children.'  Tlie  value  of  the  priestly  character,  in  estimating 
the  standard  of  moi-ality  among  a  jwpulation  is  unquestionably 
great. 

An  enlightene<l  native  said  to  Mr.  Ewbank,  "  The  priesthood 
of  this  country  is  sui)erlatively  corrupt.  It  is  impossible  for  men 
to  be  worse,  or  to  imagine  them  worse.  In  the  churches  they  ap- 
pear resi»ectiible  and  devout,  but  their  secret  crimes  have  made 
this  city  a  S(xiom.    Tiiere  are,  of  course,  honorable  exce|)tions."  * 

Anotljer,  a  man  of  unquestionable  autiiority,  said,  ''  Tiiey  are 
assuredly  the  most  licentious  and  profligate  jxirt  of  the  commu- 
nity. Tile  exceptions  are  rare.  Celibacy  being  one  of  their  dog- 
mas, ymx  will  Inul  nearly  the  whole  with  families." 

At  Rio  Janeiro  there  is  a  FounJling  Ilospital,  established  in 
1582.  which  is  a  n<tl>le  institution.  Tiie  boys  are  provided  for  at 
Botofoga,  and  are  in  due  time  ap|)renticed  to  trailes.  The  girls  re- 
side in  the  citj'  establishment,  and  are  taught  to  read,  write,  sew, 
etc.  At  each  anniversary,  bachelors  in  want  of  wives  attend  at 
the  festival,  and  if  they  see  girls  to  their  liking,  make  themselves 
known.  If  a  girl  accepts  such  a  lover,  he  makes  his  application 
to  the  managers,  who  inquiiv  into  his  character,  and,  if  sjitisfac- 
tory,  tiie  marriage  takes  ]»lace,  anti  a  small  dowry  is  given  from 
the  funds  of  the  .society.  In  the  management  of  the  institution 
or  the  reception  of  infants,  there  is  nothing  jieculiarly  worthy 
notice.  But  if  those  who  are  averse  to  such  institutions  con- 
tra.st  liie  blessed  i-esults  of  saving  these  helpless  infants  from 
misery,  and  the  horror  of  l>ehoIding  tiieir  dead  Ixxlies  cast  on 
dunghills,  to  l)e  devoured  as  carrion  by  obscene  animals  and 
birds  of  prey,  as  has  been  mentioned  ia  tlie  notice  of  Lima,  they 
would,  on  such  grounds,  even  if  there  were  no  better  to  be  urged, 
suspend  a  hasty  judgment  on  Foundling  Hospitals. 

'  Ewbanies  Brazil.  i>.  135.  '  lb.  p.  141. 
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NOETH    AMKRICAN    INDIANS. 

Decrease  of  the  Tmiimi  Race. — Tipttlmetit  of  FHmiile§. — Toiirtehip — Sipalinp 
Wives.  —  DDHieslic  Life  among  tlie  Crow  Iiuiimis. — "  Piiip  Leaf . "— Keniule 
Prisoners. — Marriage. — Conjugal  Relations.  — InSdrlity. — Polygamy. — I>i- 
voroe. — Female  .Morality. — Intrigue  ami  Revenge. — Decency  of  Out  ward 
Life. — Effects  of  Cont/wt  with  White  Men. — Traders. 

Thk  aboriginal  inliabitant^  of  the  vast  conlinenl  of  America 
have  been  variously  tiescribeil  by  different  writers,  one  man  laud- 
ing them  as  models  of  chivalry  and  virtue,  another  decrying  them 
as  the  iXM-sonitication  of  meanness  and  vice.  Hence  it  is  <)nly  at 
a  recent  period,  compjiralively  sjiejiking,  that  any  i-elialile  infor- 
mation has  been  obUiinable  on  the  subject.  In  the  liinite^l  space 
that  can  be  given  to  a  consideration  of  the  Indian  and  his  social 
habits,  we  shall  endeavor  to  reject  both  romance  and  vitu|)era- 
tion.  We  do  not  believe  him  so  stoically  virtuous  as  liie  former 
class  of  writers  depict,  nor  tlo  we  think  that  all  of  the  race  are 
so  deeply  sunk  in  depravity  as  the  latter  represent. 

In  addition  to  the  authorities  quoted  in  the  progress  of  the 
chapter,  we  are  under  obligations  to  Mr.  Horace  St.  John's 
article  on  Prostitution.  incoriK)pate<l  by  Mr.  Mayhew  in  his 
tracts  on  •'  London  Labor  and  the  London  Poor." 

At  the  time  of  the  settlement  «)f  Jamestown  and  Plymuuili,  it 
wasestiniated  that  tliere  WBr»ubout  two  millions  of  Indians  scat, 
tenxl  over  this  continent.  They  were  tlien  a  brave  and  hardy 
people  who  liveil  on  the  protluce  of  the  chase,  varying  their  loca- 
tions as  the  facilities  for  hunting  required.  When  the  last  census 
of  the  llnit«<l  Slates  was  taken,  their  numbers  wen^  about  four 
hundred  thoH.sjin<l,  exclusive  of  fifteen  thousiind  in  C'anadaanii 
the  British  possessions.  This  decrease  has  been  ascribetl  to  the 
<)ecu|mtion  of  their  hunting-grounds  hy  white  men,  and  the  con- 
sequent e.vterinination  ()f  the  game  u|wn  which  they  depende<l  for 
subsistence  ;  the  free  use  of  intoxicatint;  litjuurs,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  smallpox  and  other  fatal  tliseases.  Ttiese  causes  will,  in 
all  probability,  result  in  the  entire'  extinction  of  the  race.    In  the 
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small  number  mentioned  are  many  half-breecis,  children  of 
white  fathers  and  Indian  mothers. 

It  might  naturally  be  su|)j>ose<l  that  in  the  several  tribes  com- 
posing this  people  there  would  exist  great  diversity  of  mannere, 
but  these  are  found  only  in  minor  pirticulars.  The  social  in- 
stitutions of  the  North  Americ^in  Indians  are  so  generally  uni- 
form as  to  render  it  possible  to  sketch  the  whole  at  one  view. 

Theiroccuputions  are  still  conKned  to  the  chase  and  the  war- 
path. To  perform  a  roun<i  of  daily  labor,  even  though  it  insured 
the  most  ample  provision  for  iiis  wants,  would  be  contrary  alike 
to  the  inclination  and  the  supjKjsetl  dignity  of  the  Red  Man,  who 
will  scarcely  deign  to  follow  any  pursuit  which  does  not  combine 
enterprise  and  excitement.  Woman,  therefore,  becomes  the 
drudge  and  slave  ;  updn  Jier  devolves  the  duty  of  cultivating  the 
ground,  whenever  any  attempt  is  made  to  assist  the  spontaneous 
efforts  of  Nature;  she  it  is  who  must  bear  the  load  of  gamewhich 
her  husband  has  killed  ;  must  carry  wood  and  water,  build  huts, 
and  make  canoes.  In  Kshing.  and  in  reaping  their  scanty  har- 
vest, the  man  will,  at  times,  condescend  to  iLssist  her,  but  tttiier- 
wise  all  the  labor  falls  to  her  share.  In  those  tribes  visite<l  by 
tratlers,  her  duties  are  still  h«ivier;  she  must  join  in  the  hunl,and 
afterward  dress  and  prepare  the  skins  and  furs  which  are  to  l»e 
bartered  for  whisky  and  otlier  luxuries.  To  this  degradetl  con- 
dition the  women  seem  |>erfecllv  i-econciled,  and  exj^rtness  at 
the  assigneil  employ raent  is  a  source  of  prule  to  them. 

The  treatment  of  the  female  sex  is  generally  admitteil  to  be  a 
standard  by  which  man's  moral  cjuaiities  can  ite  eslimatetl.  It 
may  be  doubte*!  if  this  rule  would  apply  to  the  Indian  tril>es,for 
those  who  treat  their  females  most  mildly  are  b}'  no  means  the 
most  virtuous,  nor  is  their  deference  attende<l  by  any  increase  of 
attachment.  Where  they  aid  in  procuring  food  or  luxuries  for 
the  tribe,  they  are  held  in  more  esteem  ;  while  in  places  wiiere 
the  chief  burden  of  providing  rests  upon  the  men.  they  are 
treate<l  with  severity.' 

Even  when  oppressed  with  these  laborious  occupations,  the 
women  have  as  much  native  vanity  in  respect  to  decoration  as 
the  sex  in  any  psirt  of  the  world  ;  and  an  accurate  observer  re- 
marks that,  "  Judging  from  the  time  a  squaw  often  occupies  in 
arranging  her  hair,  or  disposing  her  scanty  dress,  or  paintin>;  lier 

'  Lewis  and  Clarke's  Expedition  across  the  Rocky  Mountains,  vol.  ii.  \>,  144. 
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round  cheeks  with  glaring  circles  of  vermilion,  it  is  evident 
ihul  {jcrsona!  ornunienl  occupies  as  much  of  her  thoughts  as 
among  fashionable  women  in  civilized  society."' 

Courtsliipand  inarriageateJifferentlvarrangiHl  among  various 
trilw's.  The  jMVtiominant  custom  is  for  a  man  to  procure  a  wife  by 
purt-hasf  fndti  her  father,  thus  acquiiing  a  pro|)erty  over  whicii 
he  has  al»s<ilulo  control,  and  whicli  he  can  barter  away  or  (lisjwse 
of  in  any  manner  ho  pleases.  Theexample  of  Powhatan,  who  was 
chief  ruler  over  I  liirty  tribes  in  Virginia  at  thetinie  of  the  English 
I'liloiii/ation.  is  a  case  in  point.  Ft  i.>  saiil  tiial  he  always  had  a 
multitude  of  wives  about  liiin,  and  when  he  wearied  of  any  would 
distribute  tliom  as  presi-nls  among  his  principal  warriors.  In  most 
cast's  the  woman  is  not  consulted  at  all.  tln>  whole  transjiction 
being  a  mercantile  one ;  in  others  an  infant  reinaic  is  iietrotlied 
by  her  father  (for  a  considi^riUion)  to  sonie  iii:in  wltu  retjuires  a 
wife  either  for  himself  or  for  1 1 is  son.  Thegicl  remains  with  her 
part«ntsimtil  the  age  of  pul)erty,  when  the  contract  is  completed, 
at  wliicli  time  the  father  often  makes  a  |>re.sent  ti>  the  hnsband 
equal  in  value  to  the  [irice  originally  paid  for  iiis  daughter.' 

Another  mode  of  obtaining  a  wife  is  to  steal  a  girl  from  some 
neighbiiring  tribe.  t'uptainClnrke.who  crossed  the  liocky  ^loim- 
tainsintheyeijrs  l'>04-lsiM),iis  one  of  the  leaileisof  an  ex|)edition 
ordew'd  by  the  executive  of  tlie  I'nibed  States,  reconls  instances 
of  this  kind.  He  Kiys,  *'One  of  the  Ahnahaways  had  stolen  a 
Minnetaree  girl.  The  whole  nation  immediately  es|)oused  the 
(juarrel.  and  one  hundreil  and  fifty  of  the  warriors  were  march- 
ingdown  to  avenge  the  insult.  The  chief  took  (xjssession  of  the 
girl,  and  sent  lier  by  mes.sengers  to  the  hands  of  her  country- 
men in  time  to  avert  the  threatened  calamity."'  "  A  young  Min- 
netaree had  carried  off  the  daughter  of  a  chief  of  the  ^[antlans. 
The  father  went  to  the  village  and  found  his  (laughter,  whom  he 
brought  home,  and  at  the  same  time  took  po.ssessiou  of  a  hoirse 
Iwlonging  t<»  the  offender.  This  reprisal  satisfieil  his  vengejince."* 

A  more  jvaceable  kind  of  preliminary  to  matrimony  is  for  a 
man  ilesiring  a  wife  to  offer  a  small  present  to  the  woman  :  if  she 
accept;s  it  an«l  offei-s  him  one  in  return,  the  match  is  complete; 
or  he  may  toll  her  his  wishes  without  any  intnxluctorv  gift,  and, 
if  agi^eeable,  she  will  reply  accordingly.  Othei-s  will  not  venture 


'  TliAtchpr's  InJuui  Tnits.  vol.  t  p.  81. 
•  Lewis  and  rikrkr's  Kxjieaition.  (.  !<!». 
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to  express  their  thouglits,  but  will  sit  quietly  by  a  girl's  side.  and. 
if  she  does  not  remove  from  her  seat,  her  assent  is  undei-stoo<l  to 
be  given.'  Still  another  custom  is  for  the  lover  to  enter  the 
woman's  tent  at  night,  bearing  a  lighted  torcli.  If  she  allows 
it  to  burn,.it  is  a  sign  that  his  attentions  are  not  desired  ;  but  if 
she  extinguishes  it.  she  tliu.s  iiitiinat«.'s  that  he  is  accepted.  It 
will  not  require  much  knowledge  of  human  nature  to  imatiine 
the  consecjuenc«8  of  the.se  nocturnal  visits. 

A  recently  published  work.  "  Life  and  Adventures  of  James  P. 
Beckwourth,  New  York,  1S5C,"  professes  to  give  an  accurate  ac- 
count of  the  domestic  life  of  the  Crow  Indians,  among  whom  he 
lived  for  some  years,  and  i)ecaine:i  chief  of  the  trilx\  who  lielievetl 
tliat  he  was  one  of  themselves,  ami  had  been  stolen  from  them  in 
infancy.  It  may  be  Jiecessary  to  say  that  we  only  quote  him  on 
points  where  corroborative  evidence  can  be  obtained  from  other 
sources.  His  character  for  veracity  is  questionable,and  among  the 
miners  of  California,  where  ho  is  known,  any  extra vag-ant  tale  is 
proverbially  c^dletl  "  one  of  Jem  lieckwourth's  lies.''  His  first  ex- 
perienceof  matrimony, showing  that  the  woman's  consent  wjis  not 
asked,  but  that  the  arrangements  were  made  by  the  parents,  is 
thus  stated :  ''  While  conversing  with  my  father,  he  suddenly  de- 
manded if  I  wanted  a  wife.  I  assented.  *  Very  well,"  said  he, 
'you  shall  have  a  pretty  wife  and  ag(xHl  one.'  Away  heslro<le 
to  the  lodge  of  one  of  the  greatest  braves,  and  asked  one  of  his 
tiaughters  of  him.  The  consent  of  the  parent  wjus  given.  He  had 
thre*'  very  pretty  daughters,  and  the  ensuing  day  they  were 
brought  to  my  father's  lodge,  and  I  was  recjuestetl  to  take  my 
choice.  The  eldest  was  name<I  •Still  Water,' and  I  chose  her. 
The  acceptance  of  my  wife  was  the  comi)letiou  of  the  ceremony, 
and  I  wiisa  married  man,ass{icre(lly  in  their  eyes  as  if  the  Holy 
Christian  (^liuix-h  had  fiistened  the  irrevocable  knot  U|)on  us."* 

Cases  are  also  recorded  by  Indian  iravelei"s  wherein  a  custom 
more  assimilating  to  civilize<l  notions  is  adopted.  A  young  tnan 
will  court  a  girl  for  a  length  of  time,  usinj,'  ail  his  en<leavors  to 
cultivate  her  affections,  and  the  vvonuui.  upon  her  part,  will  en- 
tertain an  equal  temloitiess  for  him.  Again  turning  to  the  pages 
of  Beckwourth,  we  find  ati  instance  of  this  in  the  case  of  a  woman 
who  attracted  his  attention.     It  must  not  be  considered  that  ho 

'  ludinii  Traits,  i.  1(M. 

•  Lite  and  Adventures  of  Jame*  P.  Beokrrourth,  p.  148. 
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was  a  victim  of  the  romantic  affliction  cultetl  "  tirst  love,"  for 
he  hatl  some  six  or  eight  wives  in  the  tribe  at  the  time.  His 
dest-ription  is  as  follows: 

"In  cnnnection  with  my  Indian  experience,  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  ilevote  a  few  lines  to  one  of  the  Kriivest  women  that  ever  lived,  nitmely, 
'Pine  Leaf — in  Indian,  Rnrrhfeinn/x.  She  p<m8es<!ied  great  intellectual 
]>owers  ;  her  features  were  iiletisiug.  runt  ht-r  ftirin  Hvinmetrical.  She  hud 
lost  n  twin  brother  in  an  attack  nii  tlic-  village,  hihI  whs  left  to  avenge  hU 
<Ieath.  She  wan  at  that  time  twelve  years  nf  age,  ami  solemnly  vowe<l  that 
she  would  never  marry  until  nhv  liad  killed  n  hundred  of  the  enemy  with 
her  own  hand.     Whenever  a  wur-|uu-ty  st-arted.  Pine  Leaf  was  the  first  to 

volunteer  to  accompany  llieiii. She  had  chosen  my  party  to  serve 

in I  began  lo  leel  more  than  acommim  iittHchirient   towarti   Iter. 

One  day,  while  riding  leisurely  iiloiiu;.  1  asked  her  (<>  many  me.  provided 
we  both  returned  safe.  She  laujjheil  and  said,  '  Well.  1  will  marry  you.' 
•When  we  return  ? '  "No,  but  when  the  |iine  leaves  turn  yellow."  I  re- 
flected that  it  would  soon  be  winter,  mid  regarded  her  promise  as  valid.  A 
few  days  afterward  it  occurred  to  me  that  pine  leaves  do  not. turn  yellow, 
an<I  I  wiw  I  had  been  praeticeil  upon.  When  T  ngain  spoke  to  her  c)n  the 
subject,  I  said,  '  Pinr  Leaf,  you  proniisK'il  to  marry  me  when  the  pine  leaves 
turn  yellow  ;  it  has  occurred  to  nir  that  they  never  turn  yellow.  .\m  I  to 
understand  that  you  never  inleuil  to  marry  mc  ?'  'Yes,  I  will  nmrry  you,' 
she  said,  w'rth  a  coquettish  smile.  '  But  when  7  '  '  When  you  shall  find  a 
reil-headud  Indian.'  I  saw  I  advanced  nothing  by  inij)ortuniag  her,  and  I 
let  till'  matter  rest."' 

It  would  occupy  too  much  space  to  recite  all  thu  details  of  a 
lonjj  coufUltip,  inchidin;^  scenes  in  wiir  and  ciiase.  at  the  camp, 
oron  liofse-stealiiig  excursions;  snflice  it  to  say  that  the  heroine 
accomplished  licf  vnw.and  seenuul  c(nivince<i  of  tlie  sincerity  of 
her  lover.     She  conclmled  lijc  courtship  thus  : 

"She  then  appnmclie<l  nie,  every  eye  being  intently  fixed  upon  her. 
'  Look  at  me,'  she  said.  '  I  know  that  your  heart  is  crying  for  the  follies 
of  the  people;  but  let  it  cry  no  more.  I  am  yours,  after  you  have  so  long 
been  seeking  me.  I  believe  yon  love  mc.  Our  lodge  sliall  be  a  happy  one, 
and,  when  you  depart  to  tUi-  happy  huntiug-groum),  I  will  be  already  there 
to  welcome  you.     Thi>  day  I  Ik-coibu  your  wife.'"* 

Women  will  sometimes  v<iluntarily  ask  men  to  marry  them, 
promising  to  be  faitliful,  gocHl-tem{)eretl,  and  obetlient.  This  re- 
quest is  seldom  refus«'d,  its  the  niiirrijige  tie  is  easily  dissolved  if 
the  union  proves  unpleasunt.  Ttinner.  who  was  taken  prisoner  by 
a  war-party,  and  lived  among  various  tribes  in  the  northwest  for 

■  Beckwourth,  p.  SOL  '  Id.  u  40L 
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nearly  thirty  years,  relates  a  case  in  point.  The  woman's  en- 
deavors to  secure  him  as  her  husband  commenced  with  an  invi- 
tation to  smoke  with  her.  He  acceded;  but  eitlier  his  blood  was 
not  so  warm  as  tlial  coursing  through  Indian  veins,  or  from 
some  other  cause,  it  was  long  before  he  consented  to  the  proposed 
companionship,  which  a  Red  Man  would  have  acceptetl  on  the 
sjKjt.  The  girl  pursued  him,  and  at  last,  with  the  consent  of  Ijer 
father,  took  f>ossession  of  bis  hut  while  he  was  absent.  When  he 
returned,  "  he  could  not  put  the  young  woman  to  shame  "  by 
sentling  her  back  to  her  friends,  and  they  Ijecaine  man  and  wife.' 

B+Hjkwourth  also  had  some  experience  of  this  custom.  "  A  little 
girl,  who  had  often  asked  me  to  marry  her,  came  to  me  one 
day.  and  with  every  importunity  insisted  on  ray  accepting  her 
as  my  wife.  I  said,  •  When  yon  are  older  I  will  talk  to  you 
abfjut  it ; "  but  she  would  not  be  |)nt  off.  '  You  are  a  great 
brave,'  she  said;  'anil,  if  I  am  your  wife,  you  will  jMiint  my 
face  when  you  return  from  the  war.  and  I  shall  be  proud.' 
The  little  innrjcent  usetl  such  powerful  appeals  that  I  told  her 
slie  might  be  niy  wife."*  He  lived  with  her  until  he  left  the 
hulians,  and  her  son  is  now  (1855)  chief  of  the  tribe. 

The  women  taken  prisoners  in  war  are  frequently  marrie<l 
int<i  the  tribe  tliat  ciiptureil  them,  but  never  to  the  captors,  who 
stand  in  the  ivlation  of  brothe»*s  to  them,  and  by  whom  they 
are  protecteii  fmm  insult.  A  warrior  who  has  taken  a  female 
]»ris<mer  usually  makes  an  exchange  with  another  who  has  had 
the  same  fortune,  each  Inking  thus  accommodated  without  infring- 
ing upon  custom.  If  a  man  has  seized  more  than  he  can  dispose 
of  in  that  way,  he  generally  gives  them  to  any  man  who  will  ac- 
cept them.^  In  the  same  manner,  a  woman  whose  husband  has 
been  killed  in  battle  will  ask  a  warrior  for  a  male  prisoner,  who 
aocjifdingly  becomes  the  suecessoiMif  one  whom  hehasprtiliablv 
slain.  In  these  cases  the  man  is  adopted  as  one  of  the  tril)e,  is 
kindly  treate<l,  and  entitle<l  to  his  shai-eof  all  their  advantages.* 

The  marriages  are  without  ceremony  of  any  kind  ;  the  |>arties 
agree  ti)  live  with  each  otiier  as  long  as  they  can  do  so  with 
mutual  satisfaction,  and  the  man  c<mducts  his  bride  to  his  hut 
at  once,  or  resides  with  her  at  her  father's  cabin.  It  must  not 
be  supposed  that  the  ordinary  requirements  of  a  married  life 


'  Indian  Traits,  i.  p.  114. 
'Beckwourth.  p.  312. 


•  BoL-kwourth,  p.  189. 
*  MurraT's  British  North  America,  voL  L  p.  US. 
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are  systematically  unliee<le»i,  for,  as  a  general  rule,  the  squaws 
are  faithful  to  their  husbands,  who,  ujxm  their  part,  rigidly 
exact  this  lideiity.  even  if  they  <lo  not  practice  it  themselves. 

Thegeueral  description  of  the  position  of  Indian  women  already 
giren  applies  equally  to  their  state  after  marriage.  They  con- 
tinue sometimes  theabjecl  slaves,  otherwise  the  ])atient servants 
of  their  imsiiands.  Wiiile  he  eats  the  f<x>d  she  has  cooked,  and 
probably  caught  hei"self,  she  must  wait  in  submissive  silence. 
At  all  times  she  approaches  him  with  the  deference  due  to  a 
superior  iieing.  An  Indian  will  never  evince  the  slightest 
symptom  of  tenderness  tow.ai-d  his  wife ;  this  would  l)e  opjwsetl 
to  his  iden  of  maidy  dignity;  but  the  eagerness  with  which  he 
will  revenge  her  wrongs  proves  that  his  apparent  apathy  springs 
only  from  pride,  or  a  fancie«l  sense  of  decorum.'  When  Catlia 
propose«l  to  paint  liie  jMirtniit  of  the  wife  (»f  a  Siou.v  chief,  his 
otferwasridicule«l.and  it  was  considered  marvelous  that  he  should 
honor  a  woman  in  the  siime  manner  he  had  honoi-ed  the  war- 
riors, as  the  former  had  never  taken  any  scalps,  never  done  any 
thing  but  make  tires,  ilre,ss  skins,  and  otherservile  employments. 

To  infei-  from  these  facts  that  there  is  no  conjugal  affection 
among  this  people  would  be  erroneous.  Xotwithstamiing  their 
assumed  indifference,  instances  are  not  rare  of  strong  mutual 
atlacliment.  To  an  Indian  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  with 
affection  in  his  indolently  walking  thi"ough  the  forests,  while 
his  wife  follows  him  bearing  the  heavy  wigwam  poles,  ifany 
pictures  of  domestic  happiness  are  exhibited  among  tin*  Indians, 
an<l  the  Blackfeet.  Sanee,  antl  BIfKMl  tribes  strongly  desire  that 
their  wives  may  live  long  and  look  young.  TIeckewelder  re- 
lates a  singular  instance  of  in<lulgence.  In  17<!2  there  was  a 
scarcity  of  fcKMl  among  many  lril)es,  ;ind  during  the  prevalence 
of  this  famine  a  sick  woman  wished  for  a  mess  of  Indian  corn. 
Her  husband  rtxle  about  a  hundred  miles  to  obtain  it,  gave  his 
hoi-se  in  exchange  for  a  hatful,  and  returned  home  on  ftx>t  with 
the  covetf'd  dainty.' 

Those'Mordsof  crealiiin"atteiupt  toenforcetheir  marital  rights 
with  much  severity,  and,  if  their  suspicions  are  excited  against 
their  wives,  liecome  very  indignant,  and  punish  them  by  beating, 
biting  off  the  nose,  dismissing  them  in  disgrace,  or  even  killing 
them.    The  wife  of  u  Miindan  Indian  ran  iiway  from  him  in  con- 

'  Murray's  Rritish  North  Aroericii.  vol.  i.  p.  04.     •  IniUan  Traits,  i.  p.  186. 


NORTH   AMERICAN"   INDIANS. 


379 


sequeDoe  of  a  quarrel.  By  so  doing  she  forfeited  Uer  life,  which 
custum  would  have  justified  the  husband  in  taking,  and  he  would 
have  murdered  her  but  for  the  interj)osition  of  the  travelers,  who 
"gave  him  a  few  presents,  and  iiereuaded  him  to  take  his  wife 
home;  they  went  off  togetlier,  but  b}'  no  means  in  a  state  of  much 
apparent  love."  This  trouble  aixjse  from  jealousy.'  In  another 
case,  a  Miiinetaree  had  much  abused  his  wife  for  the  same  reason, 
and  she  sought  refuge  in  the  camp.  Her  husband  followe<l  and 
demanded  lier,  and  she  ■  retiirntHl  with  him,  as  we  had  no  author- 
ity to  seimrate  tiiose  wliom  even  Indiiin  rites  had  united."  * 

Since  an  Indian  consider-s  his  wife  as  so  much  property,  equally 
valuable  as  his  horse,  and  for  the  same  i-esison — for  the  labor  she 
can  jwrfonn — we  can  easily  understand  that  polygamy  is  univer- 
sally allowed,  though  it  is  not  generally  practicetl,  being  confined 
to  great  chiefs  nnd  me<licine-men,  as  the  rank  and  file  are  often 
too  ])oor  to  buy  a  second  wife.  !Many  follow  the  cust<mi  for  the 
mere  jiurpose  of  amassing  wealtli,  but  othere  of  the  stoic  warriore 
delight  in  tiie  harem  for  the  sjune  .sensual  motives  as  a  Turk  or 
Hindu.  Among theconmiunttiesthatC'atlin  had  ttnop])ortunity 
of  visiting,  it  was  no  nncommmi  thing  to  find  from  si.\  to  fourteen 
wives  in  the  same  lodge.  I[(^  mentions  an  instance  in  which  a 
youngchief  of  the  Mandans  t<x>k  four  wives  in  one  day,  paying  a 
hoi-Sf  or  two  for  each.  These  brides  were  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
yeare  of  age.  An  Indian  marriage  at  this  age  is  far  from  uncom- 
mon, and.  indeed,  it  ap]>oai's  that  celibacy  Ix'Vond  the  age  of  ])u- 
l>erty  is  very  rare.  Some  of  the  females  are  mothers  l>efore  they 
are  twelve.  It  is  not  universal  for  the  wives  to  live  all  in  one  hut, 
son)e  trii>es  requiring  separate  lodgings  for  each.  This  custom 
is  in  force  among  the  Crows,  and  Beckwourth  lelaies  that,  on 
returning  from  one  of  his  excursions,  he  made  a  round  of  visits  to 
his  wives,  some  of  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  months.* 

It  is  not  uncoiumon  for  a  man  to  marry  his  wife's  sister,  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  family  of  girls,  on  the  supiH>sition  that  his 
household  Avill  thus  be  rendered  more  harmonious.'  Forthe  sjime 
reason,  a  Cherokee  will  marry  a  mother  and  her  daughter  at  one 
time,  though  he  will  not,  u|K)nany  account,  take  a  wife  from  his 
own  kindred.  Among  the  Oregon  triljes  it  is  strictly  required 
that  each  wife  should  be  purcha.sed  from  a  different  family. 

'  Lewis  und  Clurke's  Eipcdition.  i.  p.  13.5.  'lb.  i.  p.  151. 

"  Beckwourth,  p.  179.  •  Murray's  British  Americ«,  i.  p.  94. 
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So  well  established  among  Indians  is  the  custom  of  polygamy, 
that  civilization  meets  the  greatest  ditficulty  in  o|)p<>sing  it,  and, 
if  ever  abolished,  it  will  overthrow  their  vviiole  social  system.  Sir 
George  Simpson  relates  an  amusing  anecdote  of  an  Indian  who 
came  into  the  settled  districts  of  Biitisii  North  America,  learned 
tf)  read  and  write,  and  adopted  the  principle  of  monogamy.  Re- 
turning to  his  tribe,  he  endeavored  to  persuade  them  to  the  same 
coui"se.  I>ong  and  earnest  were  the  debates  on  the  question,  and 
the^naU  was,  instead  of  converting  them,  they  reconverted  him. 
He  took  a  great  number  of  wives,  fitreswore  books,  and  never 
again  appeared  in  the  chai-acter  of  a  social  reformer.  Another 
chief  offereil  to  renounce  polygamy,  he  having  five  wives,  and 
a  large  fortune  in  lior-ses  and  cattle.  Falling  in  love  with  the 
tlaughter  of  a  genlleraan  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, he<lisinissed  his  harem,  and  presented  himself,  with  great 
parade  and  citulidence,  to  make  his  matrimonial  proposal  to  the 
laily's  family.  To  his  extreme  disgust  and  mortitication.  they  re- 
jected the  honor  of  his  distitigiiisbetl  alliance.  He  revenged  hitn- 
self  by  retilling  his  hut  wiiii  wotnen  as  quickly  as  [wssible. 

If  the  obligation  of  marrijige  is  easily  contracted,  divorce  is  ef- 
fei^ted  with  asliltie  trouble.  It  is  not  often  thata  separation  takes 
place,  for  it  is  hekl  dishonorable  to  forsake  a  wife  for  a  trifling 
cause,  particularly  if  she  has  borne  children.  When  it  does  occur, 
the  offspring  are  usually  permitted  to  decide  vvliich  of  tiie  parents 
they  will  accompany,  although  usage  gives  the  mother  liie  right 
to  take  charge  of  lirem.  In  souie  instances  the  form  of  divorce  is 
simply  for  the  busbtmd  to  l)id  Ids  wife  g<»;  in  others  he  will  not 
take  the  tmuble  to  give  her  notice  of  his  discontent,  but  will 
ijuiflly  put  his  gun  on  his  shoulder  and  move  off  himself.'  There 
are  a  few  instat)c<'s  of  this  btiing  done  for  very  slight  reasons ;  but, 
in  addition  to  the  restraint  of  custom  just  menttone*!,  the  actual 
value  of  the  wife  is  a  subject  of  consideration.  Where  a  sepani- 
tion  iloes  take  place,  the  man  will  often  endeavor  to  renew  the 
connection.  A  missionary  mentions  a  woman  who  contracted 
a  new  uKirriage  after  her  husband  left  her.  He  returned  and 
claimed  her.  The  dispute  was  referred  U>  a  chief,  and  be,  either 
wanting  a  precedent  or  distrusting  his  judicial  capacity,  could 
tiiinkof  no  better  ex(KMlient  than  placing  the  woman  at  an  equal 
disUinoe  from  each  claimant,  and  then  ordering  the  men  to  run, 
>  Inilmn  Trnit.s.  i.  a.  12$. 
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promising  that  tbe  one  who  first  reuched  her  should  retain  pos. 
session  of  the  prize.'  In  some  tn.bes  divorce  rentiers  it  impos- 
sible for  a  woman  to  marry  agaiti,  but  in  othars  she  can  make 
11  new  alliance  as  soon  as  free  from  the  old  one. 

It  is  ditficult  t(»  foi'in  any  opinion  us  to  llie  iiiorulily  of  females 
among  a  people  where  marriages  are  contracteti  and  dissolved  so 
easily.  We  may  safely  say  that  they  have  very  little  idea  of 
chastity,  notvvitiisianding  tlieir  general,  although  nut  invarial)le 
fidelity  when  married,  vviiich  may  probably  be  induceil  more  by 
fear  of  consequences  than  senst^  of  duty.  Of  prostitution  for  a 
price,  as  known  in  civilize<l  comtnunities,  we  find  no  trace  in  the 
Indian  nations  while  in  a  normal  cumlition;  but  if  we  assume 
Webster's  iletinition,  "the  act  of  offering  the  Ixnly  to  an  indis- 
criminate intercourse  with  men,"  it  can  scarcely  be  cluimetl  that 
they  are  free.  Tlie  pre<lominiUU  motive  seems  to  be  an  inonlinate 
sexual  uppetitL'.  which  iiiust  begnitified.  if  not  in  legilimHle  m;ir- 
riajre,  then  bv  illicit  intercoui-se.  We  are  told  that  in  most  larjre 
asseml)lies  of  Indiuns  there  are  l<»  be  seen  vtihiptuous  looking 
feniiilfs.  whose  piissions  urge  them  to  this;  and  Carver,  in  his 
*'  Tnivels  in  Xorth  .\mei-ica."  says  that  among  the  Mune<lowessis 
it  wasa custom,  wltfii  a  \  (»un<rwi>nuin  could  ni)t  ijeta  htisbatul. for 
hertoassetuhicali  tlie  lea<liiig  warrioi'sorihetril)eatafeast;;inil, 
when  their  hunger  was  a  p|)eased.t<j  retiiflwliind  ascreen,andsub- 
mit  to  the  embraces  of  each  in  succession.  This  jj-ained  her  m-ent 
applause,  ami  always  insured  her  a  husband.  Though  the  cusUtm 
is  now  almost  obsolete,  the  principle  still  exisl-s,  and  [trostitution 
is  reganied  by  many  as  the  shortest  road  to  marriage. 

The  birtljof  a  bast^ird  child  entails  littleshame  u|K)n  agirl,  and 
thatsuchchiklren  are  not  mon*  frequent  is  due  less  to  their  chasti- 
ty than  to  the  means  they  em[)loy  to  [ircx-ure  abortion.  One  of  the 
re;is<jns  advanced  for  their  early  uuirriages  isthat  thei!ii|wtuosity 

I  of  thf  girls  would  render  it  difficult  to  obtain  a  virtuous  wife  if 
the  union  was  delayetl.  The  con  fessions  u])on  stiirting  for  war,  or 
what  iscalletlthe"  war-patli  secret,"  would  al.so  favor  the  opinion 

I  that  abstract  virtue  is  at  a  low  ebb.  At  these  times  every  war- 
rior is  required  to  relate  to  his  companions  each  act  of  illicit  inter- 
Cfjurse  he  hjis  committe<l  since  the  hust  excursion,  naming  his  part- 

'  ner.  and  enumerating  tlie  facLsatteuding  the  frailty.    Thisobliga- 

tion  is  enforce<l  by  the  most  rigid  oaths  known  to  Indian  customs.* 

'  Mumy's  British  Amertea,  i.  94.  *  Beckwotirth,  p.  157. 
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TIjis  immonilily  is  not  coiiliiied  to  tlic  single  women,  for  the 
stjuaws  iii-e,  ut  times,  as  reiuly  to  take  jKirt  in  an Jntrlgue.  Beck- 
wounli,  whose  exj)erience  of  Iiulian  niiinnei"s  seems  to  have  em- 
braceil  every  phase  of  life,  relates  his  adventures  in  this  way  : 

"A  bravo  named  ■  Big  liain  '  was  elected  chief  of  tlie  village. 
He  possessed  a  most  beautiful  squaw,  who  was  the  ailmirulion  of 
the  young  men,  atul  all  were  plotting  to  win  her  from  her  lord. 
I  determmed  tostwil  her,  be  tlie  consequences  what  they  might." 
Ilavingenticed  the  husband  U>  a  snutlcing-party,  ho  says,"  I  went 
to  Big  Ilain's  lo<lge,dressed  and  piinteil  in  iheextrenie  of  fashion, 
and  saw  the  lady  inclining  upon  lier  couch.  She  started  up,  ssiy- 
ing. '  Who  is  iiereT  •  iluslt !  it  is  I.'  '  What  do  you  want  here '<• 
'  I  have  come  to  see  you,  liectiuse  I  love  you.'  *  Don't  you  know 
that  I  am  the  chiefs  wife  ( '  '  Ves,  I  know  it,  but  he  does  not  love 
you  as  I  do.  I  am  paint  your  face  and  bring  you  tine  horses,  but 
as  long  as  you  are  the  wife  of  Big  Rain  he  will  never  j)aint  your 
face.  With  you  by  my  side  I  could  biing  liitTin-  ni;uiy  scalps, 
Then  we  could  often  dance,  and  our  hearts  would  be  merry.' 
*  *  *  *  'Go,  now,' she  pleaded,  "for  if  my  husband  shouM  return 
I  fear  he  would  kill  you.  Go,  for  your  own  sake  and  for  mine.' 
■  No.  I  will  not  go  till  you  give  me  a  pledge  that  you  will  be 
mine.'  Sho  liesiUitcil  for  a  moment,  and  then  slipped  a  ring  from 
her  finger  and  placet!  it  on  mine.  .\ll  I  had  to  do  now  was  to 
watch  for  a  favoi-able  chance  to  t^ike  her  away.  *  *  *  *  Tlie  ap- 
point*Hl  time  luwl  arrived, and  on  going  to  the  placeof  assignation, 
I  found  the  la«ly  true  to  her  word — in  fact,  she  was  there  first. 
We  joinwl  the  party,  and  were  absent  about  a  week.  We  sue- 
oeeded  incapluring  (xtwiling  ;)one  imndrfd  ;i ml  seventeen  lioi-ses, 
and  nrrivod  safe  with  them  in  the  cain[i.  Mi-anwhile  Big  Itain 
disc<ivei'ed  the  loss  of  his  wife.  When  vvc  rode  in,  he  to  >k  im  part 
in  the  rejoicing,  but  ordei-e*!  iiis  wife  and  me  to  be  ^slll•l■oundod, 
and.  with  half  a  dozen  of  his  sisters,  all  armed  with  scourges,  ad- 
minist«re<l  a  ?nost  unmercil'ul  whipping.  I  iec<  ivinl  itwithlndian 
fortitude.  If  I  hiul  resisU*il.  ihcy  would  have  been  juslifiod  in 
killing  me ;  also,  if  they  had  drawn  one  drf»p  of  blooti,  I  should 
have  been  justitie^l  in  tjiking  their  live.*;." 

Without  wishing  to  ilelay  the  progres.sof  the  narrative*,  wecan 
not  resist  the  impulse  to  express  admiration  of  the  Indian  ])unish. 
ment  for  a  se<lucer  of  married  women.  Could  the  aime  unro- 
mantic  |xnndty  1^  duly  and  zealously  inflicted  for  similar  tran^ 
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gresslons,  in  places  of  more  jiretensions,  some  of  tbescanduls  of 
civilized  life  would  becurtaileil.     To  resume; 

"  Isent  aoid  tn  the  wife  of  IJigRain  ilia  1 1  should  gooutagjiiit 
the  next  night,aad  siiould  ejcpecl  her<x»in|>any.  Site  returned  u 
favorahleaiiswer,  and  was  faithful  to  lier  promise.  0:i  my  return 
I  i-eceivod  anotluy  such  tioj'j'intr  as  the  first.  Two  ni<;hts  after- 
ward  I  slarle<l  ona  third  ex|)editi«n,  my  new  wife  accompanying 
me,aii<l  received  a  third  sound  tluashing  from  lier  husband.  Fi- 
nally, he  grew  furious  ;  but  my  soldiers  said  to  hira, '  You  have 
wlii|t[>t'd  him  three  times,  an<l  shall  whip  him  no  more;  we  will 
buy  yuur  claiui.'  He  aece*ied  to  the  offer,  and  consented  to  I'e- 
sign  all  iutere.st  and  title  in  Mrs.  Big  Rain  fur  the  consideration 
of  one  war-hoi-se,  ten  guns,  ten  cliiefs  coats  of  scarlet  cloth,  ten 
pairs  of  new  leggins,  and  the  same  numljer  of  moccasins.'" 

In  another  case  an  intrigue  resulted  tiugically.  One  of  tte 
wivesofaMiniietareechief  eloped  williaiuaii  wholuul  formerly 
been  her  lover.  He  deserted  her  in  a  short  time.  She  rtdurnert 
to  her  father's  hut,  whither  her  husband  tnkced  her.  He  walkeii 
deliberately  into  the  hut,  smoke<l  quietly  for  a  time,  ami  then 
tooli  her  by  the  hair,  led  her  to  the  door,  and  killed  her  with  a 
single  blow  of  his  tomahawk.*  The  caprice  or  genemsity  of  the 
siuiie  chief  gave  a  very  different  conclusion  to  a  similar  incident 
which  oocurre<l  some  time  afterward.  Another  of  his  wives 
eJope<l  with  a  young  man  who  was  not  able  to  supjiort  lier  as  she 
wished,  and  both  returned  to  the  village.  She  presented  herself 
before  her  husband  and  asked  his  pardon.  He  sent  for  the  man, 
inquired  if  they  still  love<i  each  other,  and  on  their  acknowknlg- 
raent  gave  up  his  wife  to  her  lover,  made  them  a  present  of  three 
horees,  anti  restore<l  them  both  to  his  favor.' 

With  the  exception  of  sonie  national  customs,  the  outwartl  life 
of  the  Indian  is  generally  decent.  A  temporary  interval  of  wild 
lic«nse,corres|K>nding  to  the  Saturnalia  of  the  ancients,  ami  calknl 
the  festival  of  dreams,  is  common  among  the  Canadian  tril)es. 
This  carnival  lasts  fifteen  days,  and,  laying  aside  all  their  usual 
gravity,  they  then  commit  every  imnginal)le  extravagance.*  Our 
authority  does  not  say  whether  immorality  forms  a  |Mjrtion  of  this 
relaxation,  but  from  the  custom  of  other  bands  it  is  not  improba- 
ble.    Lewis  and  Clarke  mention  several  instances  in  which  thev 


'  Beckwourth,  p.  288. 
•  Id.  ib. 


•  Lewis  and  C'Urke's  Expedition,  i.  160 

*  Murray's  British  Aincriuii,  i.  120. 


8»i 


HT55TORV  OF   PROSTITUTION. 


were  present  at  dancing  and  similar  festivals,  and  witnessed  ex- 
hibitions  of  the  most  foul  antl  revolting  imlecency. 

Mr.  Catlin  records  his  opinion  that  the  Old  World  hsis  rery  lit- 
tle of  superior  morality  or  viitiio  to  hold  as  an  example  to  ihe 
North  Aineiican  Indians.  The  manners  of  each  have  been  do- 
scribetl;  and  while  it  would  be  unjust  to  ex^wet  the  utitutoivil 
■on  of  the  foi-est  to  display  as  much  delicacy  as  liis  more  culti- 
vatetl  fellow-men,  it  would  be  equally  ungenerous  to  assert  that 
the  white  female  populutioti,  as  an  aggregate,  are  governed  by 
the  impulses  which  apjMirently  sway  the  Indian  woman. 

But  \vhaLever  doubts  there  may  exist  as  to  the  imn>orality  of 
the  Indian  women  in  tlieir  natural  state,  all  are  entirely  removed 
as  soon  as  they  come  in  contact  with  the  white  race.  Tho.se  in 
the  [trovincesof  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Canada  have 
rapidly  learned  the  worst  of  vices.  They  are  drimkfii,  sensual, 
and  depraved.  The  venei"eal  disease  commits  frightful  ravages 
among  them ;  in  fact,  most  of  their  sickness  arises  from  excess  of 
one  kind  or  another.  Maclean,  in  his  "Twenty-Hve  yeara'  Serv- 
ice in  Hudson's  Bay,"  says  that  the  men  einployetl  by  the  com- 
pany are  reconcihxl  to  their  hard  em})Ioy  ment  and  poor  remunei'- 
ation  by  the  immorality  of  the  women,  of  whom  numbei-s  are 
prostitutes,  selling  themselves  for  the  snnillest  remuneration.  On 
the  Northwest  Coast  chastity  is  scarcely  even  a  niimc.  The  sea 
tribes  are  the  most  licentious,  and  at  some  places,  where  slii|)s 
touch  for  8U|)plics,  hundreds  of  women  come  down  to  the  beach, 
and  by  indecent  exjwsures  of  their  persons  endeavor  to  obtain 
permission  to  come  on  boani.  Sir  George  Simpson  received  a 
visit  from  a  chief  who  wanted  to  negotiate  the  loan  of  Lady 
Simpson,  and  otfertHl  his  squaw  in  temporary  exchange. 

Many  of  the  traders  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  from  motives  of 
policy,  connect  themselves  with  women  of  the  tribes.  The  most 
beautiful  girls  aspire  to  this  station,  which  elevates  them  ab<}ve 
their  ordinary  servile  occupations.  These  engagements  are  not 
marriages  in  our  sense  of  the  wonl ;  a  price  is  paid  for  the  girl, 
and  she  is  transferred  at  once  to  the  trader's  house.  With  etjual 
facility  he  can  annul  the  contract,  for  which  her  fatlier  is  not 
sorry,  as  he  is  thus  enabletl  to  sell  her  over  again.  The  tariff  of 
prices  will  range  from  two  horses  toa  hand  ful  of  awls :  such  is  the 
remuneration  for  which  an  Indian  chief  will  prostitute  his  daugh- 
ter.    It  must  be  added  that  occasionally  the  couple  live  permo- 
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/leuily  together  as  muii  and  will-,  the  possibility  of  their  doing  so 
being  always  supposed  iu  the  liret  iustuuce. 
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Africa. — AiutraliuU. — We«l  Indies. — Jars. — Somatra. — ^Borneo. 

Tbe  relations  of  the  .sexes  among  unediu'iitfil  ratr.s  are  modified 
by  every  eircumstance  of  their  |X)sitioii,  but  the  natural  ascend- 
ency of  the  strong  over  the  weak  is  universally  displayed,  and 
wherever  woman  is  allowed  a  social  rank  approaching  that  of 
man,  it  will  be  found  that  a  degree?  of  civilization  has  been  attain- 
ed. Many  branches  of  the  human  family  have  advanced,  more  or 
less,  beyond  the  utterly  savage  .state,  the  love  of  ornament  and  the 
practice  of  exchange  having  rai.sed  them  one  .step  in  the  .scale, 
while  they  vary  as  much  in  the  characteristics  of  their  barbarism 
as  civilized  nations  do  in  their  rertiiement.  Waiving  generalities, 
a  better  idea  of  their  respective  castom.s  will  lx>  obtained  by  no- 
ticing the  pcsition  of  females  among  the  ditterent  nations. 

AFRICA. 

Some  of  the  most  wild  and  savage  tribes  of  the  human  familj 
are  to  be  found  in  the  immense  j>eiiinsula  of  Africa.  Oljscrvation 
has  proved  that  a  medium  stat<'  of  ii'tineinent  is  aec<jmpaiiied  with 
the  least  immorality,  and  that  it  is  among  the  merest  savages  and 
the  most  highly-ix>lished  eonmmuitics  that  the  greatest  profligacy 
exist.s.  In  order  t<j  present  the  subject  i^learly,  we  will  make  a 
geogra|jhie^d  arrangement,  and,  commencing  from  the  s<iuth,  pass 
over  the  euiitinent,  till  we  reach  the  viilley  of  the  Lower  Nile. 

The  Ilottentots  are  a  dissolute,  profligate  race,  and  have  borne 
ihiit  character  from  the  earliest  jxriod.  It  was  remarkefl  by  Van 
Riebeek  in  1655,  and  eonfirmrd  by  Colonel  Napier  in  1840,  the 
latter  describing  them  jt-s  "  j>inverbi;»lly  uiieliaste."  Inde<.'eney  and 
lewdness  are  their  characteristics;  and  even  now,  though  uerus- 
tomed  to  clothing,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  them  to  strip  them- 
selves, and  dance  in  a  lascivious  manner  at  iheir  festivals.     The 

'  The  )irincipiil  faitii  in  this  and  the  followini;  chapter  arc  taken  from  Mr.  Hor- 
ace St.  John'n  article  on  Prostitntion,  io  Mavheu'!>  "London  Latwr  and  the  LoiK 
don  Poor." 
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females  prostitute  themselves  readily  to  strangers,  aome  from  in- 
clination, otiiere  for  money  or  a  gift  of  finery ;  but  we  have  no 
means  of  estimating  the  numbers  of  this  disreputable  class.  A  few 
of  superior  order  are  scattered  among  these  degraded  creatures, 
and  intelligent  and  well-conducted  women  have  attracted  the  no- 
tice of  travelers. 

The  pastoral  Kaffirs  are  more  moral,  though  more  ferocious 
than  the  Hottentots,  being  more  addicted  to  arms,  and  less  to  de- 
bauch. They  practice  polygamy,  buying  their  wives  for  so  many 
head  of  cattle.  The  girls  undergo  a  probation  before  marriage, 
dunng  which  they  are  kept  in  seclusion.  As  the  tribe  wander 
from  place  to  place,  they  carry  their  women  with  them,  and  upon 
them  all  the  dome.•^tic  labor  falls,  even  the  chief's  wives  assisting 
in  grintling  corn  and  similar  work.  Divorce  is  easy  on  very  slight 
grounds.  We  occasionally  hear  of  women  committing  fornication, 
but  no  professed  class  of  prostitutes  has  been  des<:ribeil.  Marriage 
is  not  held  iis  a  sacred  tie,  but  adultery  by  a  wife  is  severely  pun- 
ished. Natural  aftections  apjjear  extremely  weak  among  the  Kaf- 
firs, and  mothers  have  but  little  attachment  to  their  cliildn^n,  the 
sickly  and  feeble  being  sciinetimes  abandonee!  to  avoi<l  the  trouble 
of  rearing  them.  Mrs.  Ward  knew  of  a  woman  who  buried  alive 
a  sickly  daiight<T.  The  little  creature  was  but  impeifwtly  inter- 
red; it  bui-st  fixiui  the  grave  and  ran  iiome.  A  .seeond  lime  it 
was  subjected  to  the  same  torture,  and  again  escaped.  A  third 
attempt  was  made  with  a  similar  n'i^ult,  when  its  mother  received 
it,  and  it  ultiumtcly  recovered.  Such  instances  of  inhumanity  are 
not  rare.  Husbands  frequently  drag  their  sick  wives  into  a 
thicket,  and  leave  them  to  die.  It  is  imyiortant  to  mention  that, 
where  these  people  have  embraced  Christianity,  their  manners 
have  toudly  change<l;  polygamy  has  been  renounced,  and  they 
niitnifest  an  incliniitinn  to  conform  to  the  morals  taught  them. 

Between  the  tropics  the  |)eoj)le  are  notorious  for  licentiou.sness. 
Morality  is  a  strange  idea  to  them,  nor  is  a  man  restrained  by  any 
social  law  from  intercourse  with  as  many  females  as  he  j)leases. 
The  result  is.  that  women  are  regarded  strictly  as  marketable  com- 
modities, and  tlie  commonest  feelings  of  humanity  are  unknown. 
On  the  Gold  Coast  hu.sbands  o]ienly  prostitute  their  wives  for 
money.  In  other  places  an  adulterer  pays  a  fine  to  the  hnsliand, 
and  many  urge  their  wives  to  commit  the  crime  for  the  sake  of 
the  penalty.  Wlien  Lain!  visited  the  Niger  in  1832,  he  found 
the  condition  of  the  females  upon  its  IwnJers  most  humiliating. 
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they  are  profligates  trorn  ihv  liigliest  to  the  lowest.  The  king  is 
superior  in  brutality  ami  liltLiiiK-ss  (traits  which  seem  hereditary 
to  the  throne  of  Dahorney)  to  any  of  his  subjects.  He  has  thou- 
sands of  wives,  his  (.'hiefs  have  hundreds,  his  .subjects  ten.s.  The 
royal  favorites  are  tou  sacred  for  the  gaze  of  coiiniioii  ptxipk',  who 
must  turn  aside  or  hide  their  faces  if  any  of  them  are  passing. 
Strangers  are  excluded  from  the  hiirem,  but  the  privileged  nobil- 
ity attend  the  kiugV  fi-iisUs,  at  wliicli  his  wives  take  a  Irading  part 
in  drinking  rum  and  conducting  the  debauch.  When  the  kiag 
desires  to  confer  hfuinr  on  any  favorite,  he  choixses  a  wife  for  him, 
and  presents  her  publicly.  She  hands  her  husband  a  cup  of  rum, 
which  is  a  sign  of  union. 

Tlic  King  of  Dahonn'v  suj>})ort,s  an  army  of  several  thousand 
araazons,  who  dress  in  inah*  attire,  do  not  marry,  and  arc  supposed 
not  to  have  intercourst-  with  men.  These  troops  were  long  con- 
sidered invincible,  Imt  a  few  yeai-s  ago  they  encountered  a  defeat 
on  one  of  their  inarauiiing  expeditions,  and  a  thousand  or  more 
were  killed  on  tlie  field. 

As  the  king  and  liis  wealthy  subjects  have  so  many  wives,  poor 
people  aiv  obliged  to  content  themselves  with  the  company  of 
prostitutes,  who  are  a  liccnsrtl  and  taxed  class  in  Dahomey.  There 
appears  to  lie  a  band  of  these  in  every  village,  but  their  profits 
lUX-  often  insufficient  fiir  sup|»ort,  and  they  resort  to  industrial  oc- 
cupation, hiring  themselves  to  carry  heavy  burdens,  etc.  One 
traveler  saw  two  liuiulred  and  filYy  ttollected  in  a  tnjoj),  and  an- 
other was  assailed  by  a  crowd  of  women  who  offered  to  "  l»e  hi.s 
wives"  for  a  drop  of  nun.  Many  of  the  poorest  class  stroll  a>K»ut 
naked,  and  a  gratuity,  linwever  .>iin:dl,  will  purchase  their  favors. 

The  dirty,  lazy,  dull  jteojilc  uf  the  Fantee  Coast  have  the  same 
moral  asjiect  as  the  subjects  of  Dahomey.  Parrmts  sell  their  chil- 
dren, husbands  sell  thi'ir  wive.s,  women  sell  themselves,  for  a  tri- 
fling .sum.  One  woman  was  so  anxious  to  make  a  bargain  of  this 
kind  that  she  took  jiossession  of  a  traveler's  bed,  and  forw  was 
necessary  to  expel  her.  M.irriage  is  a  men.^  pun.dja.se,  a  wife  cost- 
ing ahom  sixteen  dollars.  Women  arc  unsalable  when  moi-e  than 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old.  Any  man  committing  adulter}'  is 
forced  to  buy  his  paramour  at  her  cost  price. 

Along  the  coiist  of  Benin  similar  customs  prevail.  Public 
dancers  act  as  prostitutes,  and  offer  themselves  at  a  small  price. 
Every  woman  considers  it  an  honor  to  be  the  king's  companion, 
even  for  one  night. 
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[In  Ashantee,  where  also  polygamy  prevails,  adulterj"  is  com- 
~mon,  especially  among  the  king's  wives,  who  are  hewn  to  pieces 
if  discovered.  The  people  are  profligate  beyond  any  thing  which 
can  be  conceived.  A  practice  of  unusual  depravity  prevails 
among  the  Kroomen,  a  son  who  inherits  his  father's  property  tak- 
ing his  wives  also,  and  thus  his  own  mother  becomes  his  slave. 

The  Edeeyahs  of  Ft-mando  Po  offer  a  strong  contrast  to  the 
above,  treating  their  wonieii  with  consideration,  and  assigning 
them  far  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  work.  Polygamy  is  al- 
lowed. The  first  wife  taken  by  a  man  must  be  Ix'tnJthed  to  him 
at  least  two  years  before  marriage,  and  during  that  lime  he  is  in 
a  state  of  servitude  like  that  of  .Facob  fur  Rachel,  the  girl  being 
kept  in  seclusion.  When  she  appears  iis  a  married  woman,  all 
the  virgins  of  the  tribe  salute  and  dance  round  her.  This  cus- 
tom is  only  observed  with  the  first  wife,  the  others  being  con- 
cubines who  ai"e  governed  by  her.  Adultery  is  severely  pun- 
ished: for  the  first  offense  both  parties  lose  one  hand;  for  the 
second,  the  man  and  his  relatives  an*  heavily  fined  and  chastised, 
the  woman  loses  the  other  hand,  and  is  dnven  from  the  settlement 
into  the  woods — an  exile  more  terrible  than  mutilation. 

It  would  be  but  a  needless  repetition  to  pass  in  review  all  the 
various  groups  of  Afriejin  stiitrs.  We  have  seen  that  in  the  west 
profligai-y  is  a  universal  feature,  and  it  is  scarcely  less  so  in  the 
east.  In  Zulu,  for  example,  the  king  has  a  seraglio  of  fifteen  hund- 
red women.  The  manners  of  the  communities  in  the  Sahara  are 
imperfectly  known,  but  apjx'ar  to  be  above  tho.se  in  other  parts 
of  Africa,  though  many  customs  jinevail  which  sh<K'k  our  ideas  of 
decency.  A  chief  offered  Richardson  his  two  daughters  as  wives. 
Immorality  is  usually  a  secret  crime,  and  their  general  customs 
with  regard  to  sexual  intercourse  are  outwardly  decent.  Still 
the  condition  of  the  female  sex  is  degraded,  for  they  are  regard- 
ed nn  materials  of  a  man's  household,  and  ministers  to  his  sen- 
suality. 

Abyssinia  presents  various  characteristics  of  manners.  In  Taju- 
ra  men  live  with  their  wives  for  a  short  time,  and  then  sell  them. 
Parents  are  known  to  hire  their  daughters  out  as  prostitutes.  One 
chief  offered  his  daughter  as  a  temporary  or  permanent  compan- 
ion to  a  traveler,  and  a  woman  presented  herself  as  a  candidate 
for  a  similar  appointment,  8a\-ing.  hy  way  of  recommendation,  that 
she  had  already  lived  with  five  men.  One  strong  evidence  of  tiie 
immorality  of  Tajura  is  the  fact  thai  syphilis  affects  nearly  the 
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whole  population,  man  and  woman,  sultan  and  beggar,  priests  and 
tbfir  wives  inclusive. 

In  Shou  the  king  has  one  wife  and  live  hundred  concubines, 
the  hitter  scattered  in  various  parts  of  his  dominions.  He  makes 
a  presiMit  to  the  parents  of  any  girl  he  may  desire,  and  is  usually 
well  paid  in  return  for  the  honor.  The  governors  of  provinces 
and  cities  ibllow  his  example.  There  are  two  kinds  of  marriage 
in  Shoa:  one  a  mere  arrsuigement  to  cohabit,  the  other  a  holy 
ceremony.  The  former  is  almost  invariably  used,  the  man  and 
woman  declaring  before  witnesses  that  they  mean  to  live  together. 
Divorces  are  as  easily  obtained,  only  mutual  eon.sent  lieing  neces- 
sjiry.  A  wife  is  valued  aceonJing  to  the  amount  of  her  projwrty, 
and  the  owner  of  a  hut,  a  field,  and  a  bedstead  is  sun?  to  get  a 
husband.  When  they  quarrel  and  part,  a  division  of  property 
takes  place.  Concubines  are  procured  ius  well  from  the  Christians 
as  from  Mohammedans  and  pagans,  but  the  latter  are  forced  to 
declare  themselves  converted,  for  Shoa  is  professedly  a  Christian 
kingdom.  A  favorite  concubine  holds  the  same  position  as  a 
married  woman,  and  no  distinction  is  made  between  legitimate 
and  illegitimate  children.  The  court  overflows  with  licentious- 
ness, numerous  adulteries  take  place,  and  the  exam]>le  is  followed 
by  the  peojjle,  among  whom  a  chaste  married  couple  is  rare.  The 
sacerdotid  class  of  Slioa  is  nDtf)riously  drunken  and  profligate;  in 
a  word,  the  morals  of  the  country  are  of  the  lowest  <leseription. 
In  the  Mohammedan  states  of  the  neighlnjrhixKl  the  condition  of 
the  female  si'x  is  also  degraded,  and  if  there  is  less  general  prosti- 
tution, it  is  because  every  woman  is  the  slave  of  some  man's  lust, 
and  is  closely  watched  by  him. 

In  the  provinces  of  Kordofan,  south  of  the  Nul^ian  mountains, 
the  sentiment  of  love  is  not  altogether  unknown,  und  men  fight 
duels  with  whijxs  of  hippopotamus  hidt,'  on  account  of  a  ili.s])nted 
mistress.  The  wife  i.'!,  however,  a  virtual  slave,  and  is  still  more 
degraded  if  she  prove  barren,  the  husband  then  solacing  himself 
with  a  concubine,  who  is  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  wife  if  .she  bear  a 
child.  The  genera!  demeanor  of  the  girls  of  Kordofan  is  modest, 
and  their  lives  arc  chaste,  while  the  marrieil  women  are  addicted 
to  intrigue,  especially  if  neglecte<l  by  their  husbamls.  In  .some 
parts  of  the  country  men  consider  it  an  honor  for  their  wives  to 
have  intercourse  with  strangers,  and  often  assist  the  woman  to  this 
end.  There  is  a  class  of  pretty  dimcers  who  are  usually  prosti- 
tutes, and  are  celebrated  for  their  successes  in  the  lattiT  vocation. 
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Marriage  is  atrranged  witliout  the  woman's  couaenl ;  the  man  bar- 
gains for  her,  pays  the  price,  and  tjikes  her  home.  A  feast  and 
dance  sometimes  celebrate  the  event.  When  a  wife  is  ill  treated 
she  demands  a  divorce,  and  returns  home,  taking  her  female  chil- 
dren with  her.  Trifles  often  pnxluce  these  separations,  an  insiif- 
lieient  allowance  of  pomatum  to  grease  her  skin  being  a  valid 
wimpiaiut.  These  remarks  apply  to  the  fixed  pfipulation;  the 
wandering  tribes  of  Kordofan  are  a  moral,  modest  race,  naked,  but 
not  indecent. 

A  chief  of  the  Berbers  offered  a  late  traveler  his  choice  of  two 
daughters  fur  a  tenip)rary  companion,  botli  being  aJivady  married. 
Many  women  there  are  ready  to  prostitute  them.s»^Ives  for  a  present. 
A  virgin  may  be  purchased,  either  as  a  wife  or  a  concubine,  for  a 
horse.  A  young  Berber,  who  w;li  asked  why  he  did  not  marry, 
pointed  to  a  rolt  and  said,  "  When  that  is  a  lior*."  I  shall  marry." 

The  eon<lition  of  women  in  Khartum,  on  the  upper  borders  of 
the  Nile,  as  described  in  FeiTliniUHl  Wemc's  account  of  his  voyage 
to  discover  the  .'sources  of  the  White  Stream,  is  so  degraded  that 
it  may  be  said  with  truth  the  female  monkeys  of  the  neighboring 
woods  oeeu[)y  a  far  nobler  and  more  natural  |>osition.  Farther 
up  the  river  the  morals  arv  purer.  The  Keks  are  described  as 
leading  a  blameless  life.  Marriageable  girls  and  children  are  kept 
in  seclu-sion,  and  during  a  eonsiderjible  jiart  of  the  year  the  wom- 
en live  in  villages  apart  from  the  men,  who  possess  only  tempo- 
rary huts,  the  substantial  habitations  of  their  wives  being  accessi- 
ble to  them  durin<;  the  niiny  season.  A  man  dare  not  approach 
the  "  harem  village"  at  any  other  time,  but  some  of  the  women  oc- 
casionally creep  into  their  husbands'  huts.  Polygamy  is  allowed, 
but  is  t<xi  costly  for  any  but  the  chiefs. 

Among  some  of  the  tribes  on  the  banks  of  the  White  Nile, 
women  sell  their  children,  if  they  can  do  so  with  profit  The 
maidens  appear  naked,  but  married  women  wear  an  apron.  All 
experience  shame  at  appearing  unclothed  befon^  travelers.  Be- 
yond the  Mountains  of  the  Moon  Weme  found  a  people  whom 
he  describes  as  chaste  and  decent,  where  unmarried  men  and 
women  were  kept  separate. 

Our  information  is  so  limited  that  any  inquiry  into  the  morals 
of  Africa  miist  be  incomplete,  but  enough  has  been  stated  to  give 
a  fair  idea  of  the  average  morality.  Statistics  are  of  course  im- 
possible, but  from  a  description  in  general  terms  we  can  not  hesi- 
tate to  form  an  opiinon. 
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ACSTK*.LASIA. 

In  this  division  of  the  earth's  surface  are  generally  included  the 
great  island  ul'  Australia,  Pajiua  or  New  Guinea,  and  s<>n»«-  ud- 
jatent  islands,  comprising  New  Caledonia  and  Van  lUt-mcns 
Land.  Politically  and  geographically  the  islands  of  New  Zcidiuid 
are  also  in  this  division,  but  tLcrc  is  some  iinostion  as  to  the  jiro- 
priety  of  this  dLstribution  for  ethnographical  purposes.  Opinions 
vary  as  to  the  state  of  the  New  Zealaiidcrs.  There  is  rniich  simi- 
larity between  them  and  tlie  inhabitatit.s  oi"  some  of  the  Polyne- 
sian Islands,  while  there  are  equally  strong  {>oints  of  ri.-iin:b]ance 
between  them  and  the  Australian  aborigines.  The  New  Zen  land- 
er, when  discovered  by  CtX)k,  was  far  superior  to  the  -Australian 
in  intelligence  and  in  the  arts  of  life.  He  inhabited  a  decent  hut, 
could  build  a  stockade  fort,  and  lived  upon  cooked  feK»d.  The 
Australian  lived  in  a  hoHow  tree,  could  put  together  a  tenijxirary 
hut  made  of  bark  and  brush,  and  fed  upon  grubs,  roots,  and  raw 
flesh.  Among  such  a  race  as  the  Australian  blacks  it  is  nt^-dless 
to  say  that  the  positiou  occupied  by  women  wsis  of  the  mo.st  de- 
gratUng  and  brutal  character. 

The  Australian  savage  does  not  even  p.'iy  his  fiitnre  spouse  the 
compliineut  of  wooing  her.  Might  makes  light  in  their.ca.se.  The 
woiruui  is  often  betrothed  by  her  parent  or  kinsman,  and  becomes 
her  husband's  property  by  sale  and  bargain.  If  this  lias  not  been 
effected  in  the  usiud  way,  he  acquires  his  marital  privileges  by  an 
inroad  on  the  grounds  of  another  tribtf,  nnd  then  meeting  a  wom- 
an, he  knocks  her  down  with  his  icuddy  (a  heavy  club),  ami  eariies 
her  to  a  place  of  security,  where  he  makes  bimself  uuister  of  her 
person  by  force.  This,  indeed,  is  so  usual  a  course  of  procedure, 
that  it  has  given  rise  to  :i  belief  that  the  Australian  rival  bache- 
lors compete  for  a  wife  by  kiiucking  her  on  the  head,  and  whoever 
fells  Iter  Iiears  away  the  belle. 

The  habits  of  the  native  Australians  are  not  so  observable  now 
as  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  system  of  colonization. 
At  first  a  continual  intercourse  was  kept  up  between  them  and 
the  settlers.  The  reciprocal  injuries  inflicted  upon  each  other,  in 
which  the  whites  were  more  to  blame  than  the  natives,  brfnight 
about  an  exterminating  warfare.  The  black  race  has  graduidly 
wasted  away  from  the  settled,  or  rather  partially  settled  country, 
while  the  much-diminished  interior  trib«'s  have  reiivated,  in  South 
Australia,  New  South  Wales,  and  Victoria,  far  into  the  wilderness, 
beyond  ordinary  communication  with  the  white  man. 
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In  Van  Dieniens  Land  thr  tiaiives  were  almost  extirpated  by 
the  coiistAiit  warfare  carried  on  between  them  and  the  settlers, 
convict  as  well  as  free,  ami  the  govemmenl  was  obliged  to  take 
the  few  survivors  under  its  protection,  and  to  establish  a  place  of 
refuge  for  them.  They  were  accordingly  collected,  and  deported 
to  an  ishind  in  Bsl^s  Straits,  under  the  charge  of  a  special  commis- 
sioner. But,  iioiwilhstandiug  the  increased  comtbrts  of  their  con- 
dition, and  their  immunity  from  the  murderous  hostility  of  their 
white  foes,  they  liavc  languished,  and,  instead  of  the  inipulation 
increasing,  it  hsus  gradually  decreased,  until,  at  the  present  time,  it 
is  believed  that  the  numbers  are  under  one  hundred.  In  Central 
Australia,  north  of  tlie  Murray,  the  tribes  are  still  comparatively 
numerous,  and  in  some  cases  warlike  and  hostile  to  settlers. 

The  married  women  among  the  aborigines  are  called  "gins," 
and  the  single  girls  "  luhbras."  Tlie  women  follow  their  lords  on 
their  migrations  and  excursions,  carry  the  loads,  and  do  all  the 
work.  They  bear  patiently  and  submissively  the  blows  and  ill- 
usage  to  which  they  are  subject.  Polygamy  is  practiced  by  tlie 
moiv  powerful  men  of  the  tribes,  who  appropriate  to  themselves 
such  women  as  they  choose,  and  cast  them  off  at  pleusure.  Now 
and  then  they  stdl  or  present  a  "gin"  to  a  friend  in  wiuit  of  such 
a  connnodilv.  There  is  considerable  di.<proportinn  l>etween  the 
I  Bexes,  attribuUible  partly  to  continual  ill-usage,  partly  to  the  habit 
prevalent  among  savage  nations  of  destroying  female  infants. 

At  one  time  in  the  history  of  these  colonies,  the  outlying  stock- 
men and  shepherds  occasionally  endeavored  to  solace  their  loneli- 
ness with  a  "lubbra"  whom  they  had  managed  to  decoy  from  her 
lawful  owner,  but  the  half-breeds  from  such  unions  are  very  rare. 
The  natives,  notwithstanding  the  low  estimate  they  have  of  their 
women,  are  exceedingly  jealous  of  them  jis  property,  and  keep 
them  nway  as  much  as  possible  ftx)m  the  stations. 

Chastity  is  at  all  limes  of  little  account  among  savages,  always 
excepting  the  old  Celts  and  Teutons,  who  held  continence  in  high 
esteem,  and  whose  women  were  objects  of  general  respect.  From 
the  peculiar  habits  of  the  Australian  alM;)rigine8  themselves,  it  can 
scarcely  be  .said  that  prostitution  exists  as  an  in.slitution.  The 
woman  has  no  choice  in  the  matter,  xis  between  the  "  gins"  and 
"  lubbras"  and  tlie  white  settlers,  there  is  scarcely  any  chance  for 
];)rostitution.  A  woman  now  and  then  visits  the  towns  or  settle- 
ments, l)ut  always  in  company  with  h<T  nude  friends.  When 
quite  young,  the  girls  are  not  more  disagreeable  than  others  of 
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their  complexion.  When  more  advanced  in  years  they  are  abso- 
lutely repulsive,  and  are  rendered  hideous  by  scars  and  other  evi- 
dences of  brutality.  At  all  times  both  sexes  are  loathsome  in 
their  persons,  anil  arc  clad  in  filthy  blaiiketii  or  sheep-skins,  unless 
when  they  can  pick  up  tattered  remnants  of  European  clothing. 

Among  the  New  Zealanders  the  state  t>f  the  women  was  a  little 
better  than  among  the  Australians.  Tlie  amelioration  wi»s  rather 
in  degree  than  jirinctple.  They  were  subject  to  the  same  control 
by  jjarents  and  kiusuieii.  They  were  disposed  of  in  marriage  as 
matter  of  right,  and  were  often  betrothed  from  infancy,  in  which 
case  they  were  tupu  oi-  lahoci  to  other  j)ersons  than  the  young  chief 
or  warrior.who  had  piuxihased  the  reversion.  Cruel  puiiisliments 
of  the  women  for  iutidelity  were  general,  and  even  lor  minor  of- 
fenses they  were  subject  to  very  severe  chastisement.  In  one 
case,  even  recently,  a  New  Zealand  woman  waa  suspended  by  the 
heels  naked,  and  in  that  position  uiiuieR'iliilly  wliijiped.  Her 
sense  of  the  outrage  was  so  keen  that  she  committed  suicide.  Li- 
centiousness among  the  women  was  probably  more  rare  f<jrmerly 
than  now.  Adultery  was  punished  in  Ixjth  ptirties  by  death,  and 
the  family  of  the  male  ofteiider  were  often  involved  in  the  pun- 
ishment. Now,  however,  the  constant  visits  of  whalers  and  sea- 
faring men,  the  gradual  settlement  of  whites  in  the  ishuids,  and, 
above  all,  the  profits  and  advantages  derivable  from  illicit  inter- 
course, cause,  the  women  to  Ije  free  t)f  their  pereons.  Parents  and 
even  husbands  an*  oftentimes  the  principal  gainers  by  the  trans- 
action, and  even  negotiate  the  profit  to  be  made.  The  marriage 
ceremony,  tfMj,  was  fonnerly  of  so  ea-iy  a  character  that,  what«'ver 
the  New  Zealand  woman  might  have  thought  of  it,  no  st^ttler,  and 
especially  no  seaman,  would  feel  himself  Ixmnd  by  the  tie,  and, 
althougli  ass<x'iations  based  oi»  this  weak  bond  were  not  wrong  in 
the  woman,  they  paved  the  way  for  less  excusable  relations. 

The  influence  of  civilized  institutions  and  the  presence  of  a  reg- 
tdar  clergy  and  missionaries  is  eft'ccting  some  improvement  in 
native  morals,  and  many  lawful  marriage.^  have  taken  place  be- 
tween the  whites  and  the  native  women,  the  offspring  of  which — 
a  fine  race  of  half-breeds — may  be  met  with  throughout  the  Aus- 
tralian colonies.  The  example  of  the  consideration  in  which  the 
native  women  thus  married  are  held,  and  the  rights  and  s<^)cial  jio- 
sition  that  they  acquire,  is  not  without  influence  on  others,  and 
predisposes  them  to  the  same  course.  Among  the  tribes  removed 
from  the  coast  and  withdrawn  from  civilizeci  control,  the  ancient 
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c'ostoms  arc  :*till  ki-pi  up  in  their  integrity,  and  the  chiefs  and  na- 
tives jealously  resist  all  encroachments  on  their  independence. 
Among  those  chiefs,  even,  who  have  been  ct)nverted  to  a  nominal 
Christianity,  Rauperahu  for  instance,  heathen  institutions  of  re- 
venge for  injury,  polygamy,  power  of  life  and  death  over  their 
wives  and  followers  are  niaimained,  and  the  humanizing  lessons 
of  the  Gospel  have  made  but  little  way  ttiward  an  amendment  of 
their  barbarous  lives.  In  New  Zealand  it  is  asserted  that  the  ve- 
nereitl  ilisejts*-  is  v«tv  prevalent  among  the  natives,  and  from  their 
diet  an<l  licentious  habits  is  often  fatal. 

In  colonial  white  society  there  are  no  particular  incidents  to 
characterize  pr<:)stitution.  At  all  times  during  the  contimianee  of 
transportation,  female  immorality  has  been  very  prevalent.  The 
general  law  s<i  often  observed  as  attendant  upon  irregularity  of 
the  se.xes  has  bt-i-ii  powerfully  operative;  besides,  there  have  been 
local  influences  at  work  to  deteriorate  female  manners.  The  large 
importations  of  convict  women,  who  were  always  the  most  unruly 
and  vicious  of  the  felon  population,  and  who  notoriously  gave 
more  trouble  and  vexation  to  the  authorities  than  any  one  else, 
was  prejudicial  to  public  virtue.  Just,  however,  as,  on  account  of 
these  faults,  women  of  indifferent  character  were  lightly  esteemed, 
so  did  the  resjjeetable  females  gtuu  in  public  opinion,  however 
poiir  tlifir  worldly  condition.  There  was  not  much  regular  pros- 
titution, although  incontinence  jircvailed.  There  was  a  continual 
system  of  marriage  going  on  among  the  convicts.  When  a  man 
chose  to  marry,  he  brushed  hims(?lf  up,  put  on  a  clean  shirt,  and 
went  to  the  nearest  superintendent,  to  whom  he  intimated  his  de- 
sire for  matrimony.  Permi-ssion  was  alwa3'S  given.  Tiie  eligibles 
at  the  station  were  forwanled  for  his  inspection,  and  the  selected 
one  rarely  refused,  inasmuch  as  her  connubial  bonds  relieved  her, 
during  good  behavior,  from  the  more  galling  bomlage  of  the  law. 
Some  oflhe.se  unions  turned  out  more  satisfactorily  than  might  have 
been  expected  from  the  character  of  the  parties,  especially  of  the 
women. 

South  Australia  and  the  gold  colony  of  Victoria  never  were  pe- 
nal settlements.  The  detiinency  of  respectable  young  women  was 
ver}'  much  felt  by  the  colonists,  and  the  home  government  made 
many  well-intentioned  efforts  to  supply  the  want.  A  large  num- 
l)er  of  young  women  went  out  from  Great  Britain,  under  the 
charge  of  matrons  and  medical  officers,  and,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  their  arrival  was  hailed  with  great  satisfaction.     It  was  no 
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unusual  thing  for  a  voiiug  man,  n  settler  far  away  up  the  country, 
to  come  down  to  the  government  depots  at  Adelaide  or  Mflbourue 
on  the  arrival  of  a  female  emigrant  ship,  and  then  and  there  to 
pick  out  his  partner  for  life.  Of  course,  the  greater  number  were 
hired  out  to  service  by  the  colonists,  and,  in  the  order  of  cvcntfl, 
passed  from  service  to  independence.  Parental  care  and  [ireemi- 
tiori  were  exercised  by  the  authorities  over  the  young  women  thus 
sent  abroad.  They  wen*  not  allowed  to  hire  into  dram-shops  or 
lodging-houses:  tin'  parties  who  hired  them  required  to  be  known: 
they  hail  liberty  to  remain  at  the  depot  i'or  some  montlis  if  not 
8uite;d,  and  for  any  length  of  time  in  casi'  of  sickness  on  arrival ; 
and  afterward,  during  good  conduct,  the  depot  was  an  iisyhun  ior 
an  indelinite  length  of  time.  Notwithstanding  all  these  safeguards, 
thert!  v/as.  a  constant  !*u]»ply  of  j)rostitution.  The  good  intentions 
of  the  emigration  coiiimissiouei-s  in  London  were  too  frequently 
neutralized  by  the  dejjraved  character  of  officeijj  of  the  v<?8!;els  in 
which  females  were  sent,  or  hy  the  interestevl  conduct  of  the  local 
authorities  in  England.  A  go<xl  reputation  was  essential  to  the 
intending  emigrant,  liut  frequently  m.'istei's  t)f  work-houses  and 
parish  officers  shijiped  off  unworthy  or  trouble.<oine  characters, 
who  were  better  got  rid  uf  at  Jiny  price. 

During  the  gold  mania,  prostitution  in  Au.stralia  was  rampant. 
The  enormous  gains  and  flaunting  extravagance  were  a  great 
temptation  to  young  women  who  could  not  readily  suit  themselves 
with  situations,  and  who  disliked  the  moderate'  restniinls  of  the 
de])6t.  The  persuasive  arts  of  the  procuress  and  brothel -keejier 
were  not  wanting.  It  wiis  a  singular  fact  that  at  one  tinu-  all  the 
public  vehicles  were  owned  by  brothel-keepers.  The  profits  of 
these  joint  callings  were  perfectly  fabulous.  It  w;is  an  every -day 
sight  to  see  a  party  of  prostitutes  in  the  most  gimdy  costumes 
parading  the  stR-ets  in  open  carriages.  Indeed,  it  was  generally 
understixx]  to  be  part  of  their  contract  that  they  should  hiive  un- 
limited clothing,  of  the  mo.<t  garish  colors  and  .style,  and  expensive 
material,  and  also  Sunday  rides  in  open  carriages.  The  police  au- 
thorities did  what  they  could  to  check  this  shameful  dis])lay,  but 
thej'  were  powerless  liefore  the  reckless  extravagance  of  the  min- 
ers and  the  influx  of  women..  It  is  believed  that  this  excess  has 
now  tone<l  down,  and  miners  having  taken  to  buying  land  and  to 
marriage,  order  is  once  more  resuming  sway,  and  prostitution  in 
the  gold  colonies,  though  not  at  an  end,  is  much  shorn  of  its  pub- 
lic show  and  di.splay. 
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The  principal  group,s  ol'tlif  Pulynesian  Islanda  are  the  Society, 
Frieiully,  Sauiuan,  Sandwich,  and  Marquesas.  These  last  have 
been  rendered  famous  of  late  years  by  Mr.  Hermann  Melville's 
Typee  and  Onioo. 

The  South  Sea  L*lands  were  usually  depicted  in  the  most  glow- 
ing colors  by  early  navigators.  The  lauds  were  the  fairest  on 
earth's  surliice ;  the  climate  was  unsurpas.sed,  combining  the  genial 
warmth  of  the  tropics  with  the  frt-sh  breezes  of  ocean ;  the  soil 
spontaneously  bringing  forth  in  luxuriant  aViuiidauee  the  loveliest 
and  most  valuable  vegetable  productions;  and,  liually,  the  inhabit- 
ants were  Httod  both  in  person  and  disposition  to  tenant  such  an 
Eden. 

It  is  easy  to  comprehend  the  frame  of  mind  which  led  to  these 
descriptions.  The  seaman,  after  wandering  over  the  pathless 
ocean,  with  only  the  dark  waste  of  watere  in  view,  might  well 
recognize  a  paradise  in  the  green  hills  and  shady  groves  of  the 
islands  of  the  Paciiie,  and  angels  in  their  dusky  denizens.  But 
these  pictiires  were  eminently  fallacious:  the  virtues  of  savage 
life  disajipear  on  close  acqiiaintiinccshij).  Implacable  fei"ocity 
among  themselves;  .siinguinary  and  exterminatinf.'  warfare;  can- 
nibalism ;  unbounded  licentiousness  and  its  concomitants  of  un- 
natui'al  lust  and  lasciviousness ;  debasing  and  horrid  idolatry;  in- 
timticide ;  the  most  grinding  tyranny  "of  th<>  strong  over  the  weak, 
and  of  the  man  (jver  the  woman,  who  is  not  j>ermitted  to  live  in 
the  same  dwelling,  eat  the  sjune  food,  cook  at  the  same  fire,  or 
even  use  the  .same  dish  as  her  lonl  and  muster:  these  enormities 
are  the  orriiuary  conditions  of  savage  life.  Some  local  m<j<lilica- 
tions  may  be  found,  but  such  wci-e  the  main  incidents  in  Polyne- 
sian life  and  character. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  first  instance  the  natives  received  the  whites 
with  all  liiendshi[),  and  evinced  toward  their  visitors  much  hos- 
pitality and  gentleness  of  demeanor.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  wonder  and  revercmce  with  which  they  regarded  foreigners, 
looking  on  them  as  superior  beings  of  another  sphere,  and  awe- 
struck at  their  wonderful  powers,  at  the  astonishing  engines  they 
wielded  and  managed,  and  at  their  unknown  attributes.  But 
liuniliarity  lessened  respect;  some  ill-advised  and  unjustifiable 
tyranny  brought  out  the  offensive  points  of  savage  character,  and 
theft,  treachery,  and  murder  were  soon  practiced  as  freely  against 
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the  whites  as  against  eacb  t)thfr  whenever  fear  of  coasequenoes 
did  not  restrain  them.  The  murder  of  Captain  Cook  and  the  at- 
tack on  La  Perouse  were  remarkable  cases  on  account  of  the  bold- 
ness of  the  savages,  and  the  public  loss  in  the  death  of  the  preat 
navigator,  but  they  were  not  isolated  outrages.  Many  a  small  and 
feebly-manned  vessel  perished  among  the  islands,  and.  on  n-jjeatcd 
occasions,  when  landings  were  etteeted,  the  marinei"s  ran  great  risks 
from  the  uncertain  despotism  of  the  natives. 

Whatever  may  have  been  llieir  other  quitlities,  either  among 
them.selves  or  in  their  intercourse  with  foreigners,  licentious- 
ness was  the  universal  chfiracteristic  of  the  South  Sea  Islanders. 
It  was  not  merely  jx)lygamy  or  excess  among  a  il-w  of  the  more 
powerful  members  of  the  eommunit)',  but  the  ordinary  habit 
among  all  classes.  Chastity,  whenever  met  with,  wa.s  not  a  cus- 
tomary part  of  woman's  life,  but  only  an  incident  dependent  on 
particular  circumstances;  in  fact,  an  abnonual  condition.  It  was 
associated  with  either  marriage  or  betrothal.  A  peculiar  institu- 
tion of  all  these  islanders  was  the  tapu  or  to}»)o,  a  semi-religious 
ceremony  performable  either  by  priest  or  chief,  whereby  places, 
persons,  or  [iroperty  could  be  rendered  unapproachable  by  other 
than  the  lawful  owner.  The  breach  of  this  law  htus  always  been 
the  greatest  violation  of  propriety  and  public  feeling  of  which  a 
native  or  foreigner  could  Ik-  guilty.  When  young  girls  were  be- 
trothed at  an  early  age,  either  to  boys  of  corresponding  years  i;)r 
to  older  persons,  such  females  were  labootni.  This  insured  chas- 
tity until  they  had  reached  a  marriageable  age.  As  this  Ix'troth- 
al  system  was  almost  exclusively  confined  to  chiefs,  it  follows 
that  the  obligation  to  cha.stity  was  verj'  limited.  The  liirther  in- 
ference would  be,  that  cha.stity  was  associated  rather  with  j)rop- 
erty  in  the  female  than  propriety  in  the  wonjan. 

Another  institution  of  tlie  South  Sea  Islandere  was  that  of  the 
Areoi.  These  were  a  body  of  men  and  women  banded  together 
for  certain  purposes,  which  had  originally  been  of  a  religious 
character.  They  had  probably  been  once  (fi>l  men,  medicine- 
men, or  wizards,  as  among  the  negroes  and  Indians.  The  cus- 
tom, so  often  observable  among  heathen  nation.s,  of  incorporating 
amusements  and  festi\Hties  into  religious  rites,  had  Ix'cn  taken  up 
by  these  Areoi,  and  in  process  of  time  they  degeneratetl  into  mere 
mimes  or  buft'(X)ns,  and  yet  jireserved  to  themselves  by  prescrip- 
tive right  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  otherwise  acconied  to 
prii-sts.     They  traveled  about  from  place  to  place,  and  sometimes 
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from  island  to  islaud.  Their  observances  yet  retained  a  trace  of 
their  religious  origin,  inasmuch  fis  they  (.'onimeneed  with  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  gods,  after  which  they  entertained  the  jieople  \vith 
theatrical  peribrmances,  in  which  obscene  songs  and  lascivious 
dances  foriiRil  thr  t-hief  feutures.  They  gave  dialogues  and  reci- 
tations, in  which  they  I'rceiy  satirized  all  classes,  not  excepting 
the  priests.  They  were  every  where  gladly  received,  and  had  a 
right  t<.)  free  quarters  wherever  they  stopped.  It  i.s  said  tlie  mem- 
bers were  usually  the  handsomest  of  lx>th  sexes,  the  women  being 
the  most  profligate  among  the  inhabitants.  Tradition  maintained 
that  these  jjcrsons  had  been  nrigimdly  incorporated  by  the  gods, 
and  that  one  of  their  rules  wjis  perpetual  ceUbacy,  and  that  they 
should  have  no  descendants.  Tliis,  though  it  might  jjerhaps  in 
the  outset  have  been  a  prohibition  intemled  for  pui-e  jiurposes, 
has  ended  in  the  perversion  of  such  an  intention.  In  their  pres- 
ent condition,  whether  degenerate  or  not,  the  inhibition  is  not 
taken  to  exclude  them  from  sexual  intercourse  and  enjoyment, 
but  from  its  natural  cousequeueea.  Their  lives  were  accordingly 
most  abandoned,  and  abortion  and  infanticide  were  invariably 
practiced.  Nor  were  their  enormities  confined  to  their  own  lx)dy : 
after  their  representations  the  wildest  excesses  were  peqjetrated 
in  all  quarters.  Resistance  or  retaliation  was  impossible  by  the 
sufiFerer,  on  acexjtmt  of  the  fear  these  wretches  excited  by  the 
rnysteriou.s  powers  with  which  they  were  accredited,  and  which 
were,  in  reality,  the  secret  affiliations  of  all  the  bands.' 

When  performing,  the  Areoi  painted  their  b<Klies  black  and 
tlieir  laces  scarlet;  they  wore  dresses  of  bright-colored  plants  and 
flowers.  They  were  divided  into  several  classes,  named  sifter 
some  particular  ornament;  and,  taking  into  account  the  sutxirdi- 
nate  memliers  of  the  troops  and  the  attendants  who  performed 
the  menial  ofiices,  they  nnist  have  been  exceedingly  numerous. 
Places  were  specially  built  for  tlieir  i-cceptiou,  and  for  the  greater 
convenience  of  their  n'presentations.' 

Candidates  for  admission  into  their  number  were  received  by 
secret  ceremonies  akin  to  the  mysteries  of  paganism.  Solemnities 
intended  to  awe  the  vulgar  were  j^erformed,  and  the  idea  of  .special 
^ese^^•atiou  of  tlie  ble&sings'of  a  future  elysium  to  these  deceivers 
was  promulgated  and  believed. 

'  Russell's  Huitory  of  Pol)iic«ia,  p.  75. 

'  Their  iiutitution  U  astTibcd  to  Oro,  the  god  of  war.  The  resembliuice  between 
Arcoi  and  An/c,  tbe  Greek  i;nd  of  war,  is  a  coincidence. 
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Tin'  existence  of  sucli  orgauizt'd  societies  could  not  but  be  in 
tbc  liighest  <iegree  subversive  to  all  order  and  decency.  Accord- 
ingly, when  the  missionaries  first  arrived,  they  found  the  general 
depnivity  of  morals  the  greatest  difficulty  they  had  to  encounter. 
Obscenity,  libidinousness,  and  incoutinenoe  were  so  ingrafted  into 
the  very  natun>  of  the  people  that  they  seemed  ahiiost  ineiailica- 
blc.  Accordingly,  we  find  it  naiTati-d  of  an  intelligent  convert 
that  he  expressed  his  conviction  that  "  the  people  ought  to  be  in- 
duced to  discontinue  infanticide,  Imnian  siieritiee,  and  demon  wor- 
ship, but  that  pR'servation  of  fennde  virtue  and  Christian  marriage 
would  never  be  obtained."' 

The  Society  Islands  are  s;iid  to  have  been  formerly  proverbial, 
even  in  Polynesia,  for  the  licentiousness  which  is  still  remarkably 
prevalent  among  them.  The  missionary  regulations  have  ajipar- 
cntly  mitigated  the  evils,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  establi.shing 
laws  on  the  subject,  which  are  not,  however,  binding  ujK>n  stran- 
gers. The  foreigners  who  come  to  these  islandi?,  while  denounc- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants,  are  t^K>  ot^en  the  chief  instiga- 
tors to  vice,  and,  finding  themselves  checked  in  their  misconduct, 
they  vent  their  disappointment  on  the  missionaries. 

The  foreign  influences  at  work  in  these  islands  are  of  a  two-fold 
nature:  one  striving  for  the  improvement  of  the  imtives,  and  the 
inculcation  of  virtuous  principles,  and  the  encouriigement  or  en- 
forcement of  virtuous  practices;  the  other  including  all  the  base 
and  sordid  passions  and  motives  of  seamen  and  whalers  lx*nt  on 
the  reckless  enjoyment  of  tbc  passing  hour;  of  traders  and  ad- 
venturers eager  in  quest  of  gain;  and  atnong  the  worst  specimens 
of  runaway  seamen,  and  even  convicts  from  the  Australian  .settle- 
ments. All  these  influences  combine  to  check  the  ad\  anccment 
of  the  natives. 

The  Iwauty  of  the  women  in  these  islands  has  been  much  ex- 
aggerated. Commodore  Wilkes  says,*  "I  did  not  see  among 
them  a  single  woman  wliom  I  I'ould  call  handstime.  They  have, 
indeed,  a  certain  sleepiness  alwut  the  eyes  which  may  l)e  fasci- 
nating to  some,  but  I  should  rather  ascribe  the  celebrity  which 
their  charms  have  acquired  among  navigators  to  their  cheerful- 
ness and  gayety.'  Others,  who  visit  them  with  equally  cool  judg- 
ment, tell  us  that  they  were  disaj>pointed  in  their  appearance, 
for  "there  were  few  who  could  be  called  handsome;  nevertheless, 
they  had  eminent  feminine  graces,  their  manners  being  aflable 

'  South  Set  MU»iuii».  p.  88.  -  U.  S.  Explorini;  E\|ieiiitiuQ,  vol.  ii.  |i.  22. 
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and  engaging,  their  step  eiu^y  and  graceful,  their  behavior  free 
and  unguarded,  their  temper  mikl,  gentle,  and  unaffected,  slow  to 
take  offense,  easily  pacified,  seldona  retaining  resentment  or  re- 
venge, whatever  the  provocation."' 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  their  demeanor  was  winning  and 
affable,  and  their  conduct  sportive  and  playful.  Their  indu-stry 
was  not  very  great,  the  few  want;;  of  the  Lslanders  being  amply 
supplied  by  nature.  The  women  prejtared  the  poe  from  the  bread- 
fruit and  the  ava,  and,  till  Europeans  introduced  the  hog,  this  was 
their  usual  diet,  if  we  except  the  cannibal  feasts  of  the  warriors, 
in  wh it'll  the  women  took  no  part.  The  female  occupation.s  were 
weaving  flowers  and  grasses  into  garlands  and  mats.  Their  chief 
amusement  wjis  paddling  the  canoe  or  sjiorting  in  the  surf,  for  all 
the  islanders  took  to  the  water,  and  the  women  were,  perhaps,  fixjm 
the  greater  buoyancy  of  their  persons,  better  swimmers  than  the 
men.  Before  the  arrival  of  the  missionaries,  it  was  customary  for 
the  women  to  swim  out  to  a  ship  and  swarm  on  board,  where  scenes 
of  debauchery  and  indecency  commenced,  lasting  as  long  as  the 
ve.s3el  lay  in  the  harbor,  and  the  fajwination  of  which  worked  so 
powerfully  on  the  excited  pa.s.si(>ris  of  the  seamen  that  desertions 
and  mutiny  were  continually  occurring. 

The  earUest  intercourse  of  whites  has  never  yet  been  beneficial 
to  the  untutored  savage,  and,  had  these  occurrences  only  taken 
place  on  board  the  ships  of  foreigners,  it  might  have  been  laid  to 
the  account  of  foreign  corruption.  But  this  was  not  the  case. 
The  giiins  derivable  from  the  white  men's  visits  might  give  prof- 
ligacy a  greater  zest  for  both  sexes  of  the  natives,  for  indiscrimi- 
nate intercourse  was  a  time-worn  institution  ere  yet  the  European 
came. 

The  South  Sea  Islanders  are  no  exception  to  the  general  rule 
of  keeping  their  women  in  a  subordinate  and  inferior  condition. 
A  chief  is  sometimes  taboo,  and  his  women  may  not  approach  him ; 
he  may  see  them  when  he  pleases;  at  all  times  the  woman  is  in 
bondage.  Those  of  the  chief  live  in  separate  apartments  from 
their  master,  and  are  not  permitted  to  associate  with  him  on  equal 
terms  excepting  when  the  female  is  of  high  blood.  In  this  case 
she  is  perfectly  independent,  can  exercise  the  same  powers  as  her 
husbiuid,  and  in  some  particulars  can  even  throw  off  her  allegiance 
to  him. 

Polygamy  was,  and  still  is,  practiced  among  the  chiefe.     Evea 

MLiKionnrv  Vovage  of  Ship  Duff,  1 796,  ii.  336. 
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where  missionary  influcncea  have  Vjeen  successful,  the  chiefs  lock 
upon  the  aliolition  of  polygamy  as  a  most  objectionable  innova- 
tion. They  look  back  to  their  past  liberty  with  regret,  and  can 
not  understainl  why  they  are  restricted  to  one  wife.  Polygamy 
could,  of  coui-se,  only  be  practiced  by  the  powerful  at  the  expense 
of  the  weak.  Already,  from  various  causes  operating  among  .sav- 
ages there  was  a  prejionderance  of  males  over  females,  rendea-d 
still  more  gi-eat  by  polygamy.  This  again  depreciated  female  vir- 
tue, justifying  illicit  intercourse  to  those  who  lived  in  forced  celi- 
bacy, and  in  its  cunsequeiices  came  concA.'almei)t  and  infanticide. 
To  such  an  extent  was  illicit  intercourse  can-ied,  that  some  writers 
assert  that  no  girl  ever  reached  the  age  of  puberty  a  virgin.  The 
nature  of  the  tnarriage  bond  is  very  uncertain.  The  hn.sband 
could  get  rid  of  the  wife  at  pleasure.  There  seems  to  have  been 
a  slight  distinction  between  marriage  and  concubinage.  Most  of 
these  social  institution.s  are  extended  over  all  the  islands  jilikc,  with 
very  few  local  dillereuces.  Infonticide,  for  example,  has  been 
practiced  in  most  of  the  islands,  but  not  invariably  so.  At  Tutui- 
la,'  one  of  tlie  Sajnoan  group,  it  had  never  obtained.  Circumcis- 
ion was  c<')mmon  among  most  of  the  natives. 

Among  the  Samoans  the  women  are  treated  with  considera- 
tion.' The  men  do  all  the  hard  wurk,  even  to  cooking,  while  the 
women  perform  only  in-door  labor,  attend  to  the  children,  and  pre- 
pare the  foo<l  for  the  fire.  In  the  Sandwich  Islands  there  is  no 
such  chivalrous  sentiment.  At  the  arrival  of  the  missionaries 
there  were  no  marriage  institutions  among  them.  The  only  laws 
were  such  aa  to  regulate  somewhat  their  licentiousness.  There 
were  traditions  to  show  that  at  .some  past  time,  before  the  discov- 
ery of  the  island,  the  marriage  tie  had  been  held  in  respect  by  tlie 
natives,  and  that  the  marriage  ceremony  had  been  an  important 
one.  At  present.,  personal  chastisement  of  the  wife  by  her  hus- 
band is  not  infrequent,  and  it  is  spoken  of  by  them  as  a  matter  of 
course. 

The  relations  of  parents  to  children  diftered  much  at  different 
periods.  The  Samoans  seem  to  liave  been  the  most  observant  of 
moral  obligations  and  natural  ties.  Among  them  it  was  the  usage 
of  the  mothers  to  suckle  the  children  for  several  years,  and  to 
bring  them  up  with  great  care  and  attention,  so  much  so  that  a 
crippled  child  was  sometimes  discreditable  as  evincing  a  degree 
of  culpable  carelessness  in  the  mother. 

'  U.  S.  Exploriiic  Expedition,  vol.  ii.  p.  80.  •  lb.  148. 
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The  Society  and  Samlwicb  Islaiiclera,  whose  lives  were  habitu- 
ally dissolute,  shunned  all.  trouble  which  interfered  with  their 
freedom  of  intercourse,  and  children  were  considered  especially 
burdensome.  Infanticide  prevailed  to  a  frightfiil  extent  among 
■  them,  and,  as  if  the  ordinary  dissoluteness  of  the  people  had  not 
been  ample  inducement  to  this  most  flagitious  crime,  the  tyranny 
of  the  rulers  invented  a.  jwll-tax,  in  who.se  operation  children  over 
ten  were  included.  The  poorer  inhabitanta  of  these  blissful  re- 
gions, who  already  felt  the  rod  of  ojiprcssion  too  severely,  found 
in  this  an  additional  motive  to  child-murder.  But  in  its  operation 
it  was  even  more  cruel  than  infanticide,  for  many  children  who 
had  been  suffered  to  live  were  put  to  death  as  they  approached 
the  period  when  they  would  be  liable  to  taxation.  The  murder 
was  consummated  somt-time-s  by  the  parents,  at  times  mercifully, 
and  at  times  horribly.  There  were  a  class  of  persons  who  prac- 
ticed child-mui-der  profos-iionally. 

In  the  Samoau  group  the  girls  are  often  early  betrothed,  with- 
out reference  to  years,  the  girl  being  taboo  until  of  marriageable 
age.  During  the  intervening  period  the  bridegroom  accumulates 
property.  The  marriage  festival  i.s  held  with  all  circumstances  of 
uproar  and  debauchery,  and  the  guests  stay  as  long  as  there  is  any 
tiling  to  eat.  The  consummation  of  the  marriage  and  the  virgin- 
ity of  the  bride  are  published  by  the  proofs  required  in  the  Jew- 
ish law. 

When  a  man  in  this  group  wishes  to  take  a  wife,  he  must  ask 
the  chief's  consent.  This  obtiiineil,  he  presents  to  the  girl  of  his 
choice  a  basket  of  bread-fruit,  by  accepting  which  she  accepts  the 
donor.  The  husband  then  pays  the  parents  a  sum  of  money  for 
her,  according  to  her  rank  and  estimation ;  sometimes  the  court- 
ship is  to  the  fiunily,  without  consulting  the  girl,  who  is  expected 
to  conform  to  her  parents'  will  in  the  matter. 

A  Samoan  may  repudiate-  his  wife  and  marry  again  on  certain 
conditions,  but  the  woman  may  not  leave  her  husband  without 
his  con.sent. 

Adulterv-  among  the  Samoans  was  formerly  punished  by  death, 
and  the  marriage  vow  is  strictly  obser\'ed  by  them.  It  is  consid- 
ered highly  discreditable  for  a  young  woman  to  form  a  connection 
vrith  a  native  before  marriage,  although  temporarj'  intercourse 
with  a  foreigner  is  not  considered  objectionable.  It  may  be  that 
such  a  distinction  is  in  compliment  to  the  conceded  superiority  of 
the  white ;  but  the  explanation  of  a  chief  would  rather  put  the 
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question  on  convenience  than  morality,  for  he  objected  t<i  native 
young  men  as  always  hanging  about  the  premises,  and  attaching 
themselvea  to  the  j'oung  woman,  whereas  the  foreigner  gave  his 
presents  and  saileci  away  wheu  the  period  of  his  stay  was  ended, 
leaving  the  object  of  his  choice  free  again. 

The  Marquejuis  Islands  have  a  singular  institution,  similar  to 
one  prevalent  among  the  ancient  Lacedainioniaas.  A  woman  has 
more  than  one  husband.  This  has  been  called  jHilyandrism,  but 
it  does  not  seem  precisely  such.  A  wife  of  a  young  warrior  un- 
known to  fame  is  honored  by  the  advances  of  a  mort>  distinguish- 
ed individual,  by  whom  children  may  b«^  begotten.  The  sui:>erior 
chief  takL>8  the  wile  and  her  lawful  husband  under  hi.<(  protection 
and  into  his  hut. 

The  pojmlation  of  some  of  the  districts  in  the  Sandwich  Islands 
is  rajiidly  decreasing.  By  a  register  kept  in  Hawaii,  it  appears 
there  are  three  deaths  to  one  birth.  This  disproportion  is  attrib- 
uted to  low  habit  f>f  body,  the  consequence  of  venereal  disease. 
S^'philis  was  iiitnKiuccd  into  these  islands  by  Cook's  expedition, 
and  the  whole  of  the  natives  in  some  districts  are  now  said  to  be 
rcducecl  to  n  morbid,  sickly  state,  many  of  the  women  being  in- 
capable of  chitd-bearing,  and  but  few  of  the  children  attaining 
maturity. 

There  are  other  concurrent  causes  to  contribute  toward  this  de- 
cay, among  which  the  difference  of  flxjd,  and  the  iutrotluction  of 
clothing,  and  consequent  diminution  of  ablution  among  a  people 
who  spent  half  their  lives  in  the  water,  are  not  unimportant;  but 
the  tiistrict  of  Ilanapepc,  where  the  de<;rease  was  most  i-apid,  was 
that  in  which  the  virus  was  first  introduced,  and  here  it  is  still 
most  virulent  in  its  action  and  effects. 

Whatever  the  causes,  tlie  same  effect  Ls  in  powerful  operation, 
though  not  to  the  same  <lepo])ulating  extent,  in  other  places.  .Vt 
Waialua,  in  1832,  the  population  was  2640;  in  1835  it  had  fallen 
to  241.0.  There  had  been  no  war  nor  epidemic.  It  w;is  tlie  or- 
dinary condition  of  the  people.  Sterility  and  abortion  are  con- 
sidered the  most  potent  causes.  Abortion  is  ver\'  common,  and 
there  are  eases  in  which  women  have  had  six  or  seven,  and  some- 
idmes  ten  in  as  many  years,  and  no  children.' 

Personal  and  mutual  abuse  had  been  much  practiced  in  early 
life  among  the  s<"ttlers,  and  is  a  cause  of  .sterility. 

Previous  to  1840,  inlanticidi-  was,  as  we  have  shown,  common. 

Wilkes,  vol.  iv.  p.  77. 
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But  here,  as  elsewheif,  the  marriage  reguhitioiis  which  have  been 
enforced  by  the  missionaries  and  adopted  by  the  converted  na- 
tives are  already  operating  in  a  reiictionaiy  manner  against  the 
decrease  of  {Kjpulatioii,  and  infiuiricide  is  ahnost  unknown.  The 
poll-tax  for  children  over  ten  years  of  age  has  been  lepeiUed,  and 
in  its  .stead  premiums  are  given  for  rearing  large  famiUes  of  legit- 
imate children. 

It  i.s  a<iinitted  by  all  that  licentiousness  pi*evails  extensively 
among  tht-  people  even  at  pre.seiit,  but  to  a  far  less  degree  than 
formerly,  when  promiscuous  intcR-ourse  was  universal.  Men 
were  living  with  several  wives,  and  mt-e  verm.  All  improvement 
in  this  respect  is  to  Ije  ascribed  to  the  laboi-s  of  Christian  mission- 
arie.H.  To  them  the  Sandwicli  Islaudere  owe  their  moi-al  c«xle, 
and  the  enactment  of  laws  re.speeliiig  marriage,  as  well  as  their 
political  institutions. 

The  observance  of  outward  mondity  and  decency  of  behavior 
has,  as  we  have  mentioned,  Ix^en  made  compulsory  in  those  isl- 
ands in  which  the  mis.sioiiaries  have  permanently  li.xcd  themselves, 
and  acquired  sufficient  power  to  make  their  regulations  respected. 
They  have  interdicted  public  gatherings  for  the  purjiose  of  amuse- 
ment, and  even  suppressed  private  games  and  diversions.  This 
has  been  objected  to  as  an  interference  with  innocent  recreation 
and  pa.stime,  and  as  encouraging  formalism. 

But  the  mis.si<inaries  hfitl  no  choice  in  the  matter.  Paganism 
was  deeply  rooted  in  the  daily  life  and  habits  of  the  people.  In 
all  religious  festivals,  feasting,  dancing,  and  diversion  formed  so 
prominent  a  part,  that  the  only  method  of  eradicating  the  attach- 
ment of  the  people  to  their  heathen  practices  was  to  abolish  the 
usages  which  made  the  worship  attractive.  The  dances  are  al- 
ways irnmmlest,  often  lascivious  and  grossly  indecent.  They  con- 
sist of  little  more  than  contortions  and  twistiugs  of  the  limbs  and 
body,  and  ol'  throwing  themselves  into  p)Stures  which,  as  they 
art^  mostly  peiformed  by  females,  are  highly  conducive  to  im- 
morality. 

Even  among  the  Samoans,  the  dances,  as  performed  by  the 
women,  are  of  the  same  libidinous  character  with  the  others, 
though  the  dances  of  the  men  are  not  indecorous. 

The  disca.ses  generally  prevalent  are  skin  affections.  From  the 
delightful  climate  and  simple  diet  of  the  people,  these  are  not  of  a 
very  severe  character.  The  islanders  have  been  no  gainers  in 
this  resj>ect  by  their  intercourse  with  Europeans.     The  venereal 
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disea^  haa  been  introduced,  and,  from  the  deficiency  of  medical 
treatment,  makes  great  ravages.  Secondary  syphilis  is  sometimes 
severe.  At  Tutuila,  one  of  the  Suinoau  grotip,  it  i.s  said  that  ve- 
nereal disease  is  entirely  unknown,  while  in  the  other  islands  of 
the  group  it  is  very  rare. 

Political  circumstances ;  the  introduction  of  new  elements  into 
Polynesian  life ;  the  daily  increasing  intercourse  between  the  isl- 
anders and  foreigners,  all  contribute  to  make  the  alterations  in  the 
social  aspects  of  the  South  Sea  Islands  veri'  rai)i(l,  so  that  every 
year  may  work  new  changes.  Some  recent  writers  atlcct  ti'  doubt 
the  benefits  of  missionary  labors  among  the  islanders,  who,  as  they 
say,  have  bt>en  thereby  diverted  from  their  innocent  and  simple 
habits  of  lile;  in  pluc-  of  which,  it  is  allfgcd,  a  hai-sh  and  hyixi- 
criticul  austerity  has  Iwi-n  adopted ;  the  jiurity  of  their  morals  and 
the  vigor  of  their  constitutions  have  been  sipped  and  destroyed 
by  the  contact  with  Euroj_H.'aiis  and  ^Vnicricans,  and  the  whole  re- 
sult of  foreign  intercourse  has  been  unmixed  evil.  We  reject 
these  conclusions,  as  savoring  too  strongly  of  party  prejudice  and 
class  antipathies.  The  tendency  of  tlie  Gospel  alwa^'s  is  to  ]>urity 
and  elevate  sjivage  tribes.  The  missionaries  have,  perhaps,  over- 
estimateil  and  overstated  the  e.\tent  of  benefit  accomplished  by 
them,  and  the  gayety  and  cheerfulness,  »>  pleasing  in  apjK'arance 
to  the  casual  visitor,  yet  so  deceptive  in  reality,  may  have  been 
diminLshed.  But  the  purity  of  savage  life  is  a  delusion,  and  some- 
thing has  been  achieved  if  only  an  outward  conlbrmity  to  the 
laws  and  dictates  of  Christianity  has  been  produced. 

WEST  INDIES. 

A  very  slight  notice  of  the  West  Indies  will  suffice,  for  of  the 
savage  races  scarcely  a  vestige  remains :  of  the  negrr>  population 
a  general  view  is  all  that  is  required,  and  the  civilized  colonists 
retain  so  much  of  the  impress  of  the  countries  whence  they  came 
as  to  require  no  special  remarks.  When  Columbus  first  visited 
these  beautiful  islands,  he  found  them  inhabited  by  two  classes  of 
men — the  savage  Caribs,  who  delighted  in  war  and  preyed  upon 
the  weaker  tribes ;  and  the  simple  communities,  whose  pacific 
habits  made  them  victims  of -their  violent  neighbors.  The  people 
were  alike  distinct  in  the  treatment  of  women.  The  peaceJul  isl- 
anders admitted  females  to  a  participation  in  all  the  delights  of 
their  rural  lif  •,  allowing  them  to  mingle  in  the  dance,  to  inherit 
power,  and  to  share  all  their  pleasures.     Among  the  cannibal 
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Caribs  a  different  frishiou  j>rovaili(l.  The  handsomest  of  their 
war-prisoners  were  retained  iis  slaves,  the  rest  were  drowned. 
The  lot  of  these  exiles,  as  of  the  Carib  women  themselves,  waa 
hard  enough.  The  nation  was  low  and  barbarous,  and  its  women 
were  treated  aceordiiigly,  the  men  regarding  them  as  an  inferior 
race,  whose  degradation  was  only  natural.  A  wife  was  her  hua- 
baud'.s  sliive,  and  all  the  drudgt-ry  of  life  fell  upon  her.  She  ap- 
proached him  with  iibjeet  humility,  and,  if  she  ever  complainetl  of 
ill-usage,  it  was  at  the  risk  uf  her  life;  her  children,  however, 
were  loved  and  watched  with  t<'nder  ejirt-. 

The  original  inhabitant*  of  the  West  Indian  islands  have  dis- 
appeared, and  are  succeeded  by  a  mixture  of  races,  of  whom  the 
negroes  claim  our  attentioi,  now.  Among  the  blacks  of  Antigua, 
as  an  example,  immondity  is  characteristic.  Infanticide  is  fre- 
quently practiced,  even  since  the  Emancipation  Bill  was  passed. 
The  reason  for  this  is  clear.  Under  slavery,  negroes  could  not 
contract  a  legal  marriage ;  they  therefore  cohabited,  and  the  union 
lasted  as  long  as  their  afi'ection  or  appetite  existed.  No  disgrace 
attached  to  a  woman  wh<^«  had  hnrne  children  to  several  men. 
Now  an  idea  of  female  virtue  has  been  awakened,  and  they  seek 
to  escape  the  consequences  of  an  illicit  amour  by  destrojnng  its 
offspring,  upon  the  principle  that  where  no  tangible  evidence  of 
a  crime  existi*,  no  crime  has  been  committed. 

During  slavery,  concubinage  was  general ;  and  although  many 
masters  offered  rewards  to  such  as  lived  faithftilly  with  one  part- 
ner, the  vice  wa.s  all  but  uaiversjd,  and  a  permanent  engagement 
between  a  man  and  woman  was  seldom  formed.  Two  females 
frequently  lived  with  one  man,  one  being  considered  his  wife,  and 
the  other  his  mistress.  When  tlie  negroes  were  emancipated  in 
1834,  many  were  anxious  to  be  legally  marrif<l.  an<l  others  put 
away  the  partners  of  their  compnlsory  servitude  and  took  new 
companions.  Bigamy  was  not  uncommon  then,  nor  is  it  nire  now, 
many  devices  being  adopted  to  elude  the  stringent  laws  on  this 
matter.  Concubinage  is  less  general  than  formerly,  but  the  mar- 
riage covenant  is  by  no  means  respected,  nor  is  chastity  much  es- 
teemed. 

In  St  Lucia  sexual  intercourse  was  imrestrained  and  almost 
promiscuous,  and  the  negroes  of  the  island  are,  even  to  this  day, 
averse  to  matrimony  and  inclined  to  concubinage.  In  either  re- 
lation they  are  erjually  faithless,  the  only  redeeming  feature  being 
love  of  their  children. 
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The  same  low  state  of  morals  is  observable  in  Santa  Cruz,  but 
in  Jamaica  the  negroes  are  mostly  married  and  faithful  to  their 
engagements.  Formerly  the  intercourse  of  the  sexes  was  loose, 
proriigate,  and  lewd.  When  the  missionaries  attempted  Ut  refomi 
this,  any  who  submitted  to  their  teachings  were  ridiculed  by  the 
demoralized  of  their  comrades.  It  must  be  admitted  that  Euro- 
peans have  not  shown  any  gi  >ml  example  to  the  negroes,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  have  encouraged  their  vices. 

JAVA. 

A  curious  system  of  manners  now  prevails  in  Java.  Hindoos 
have  been  eueeeeded  by  Moliaiiiniediins,  mid  they,  in  turn,  iiave 
given  place  to  Duteh,  eueh  having  iin])ressed  .sunie  characteristic 
on  the  people.  As  elsewhere,  the  condition  of  the  female  sex  will 
indicate  the  general  char.tctcr.  The  institution  of  marriage  i.s  uni- 
versally known,  if  uui  jinictifcd  or  ivspected,  and  th*-  lot  oi' women 
may  be  considered  fortunate.  They  are  not  ill-used  in  any  man- 
ner, and  the  seclusion  impcwed  upon  the  more  u])ul('nt  is  ntther  a 
withdrawal  from  the  iudisciiminalc  gaze  of  the  [icoplf  than  that 
lonely  secrecy  exacted  by  jealousy  in  some  parts  of  the  East.  The 
condition  of  the  sex  in  Java  is  an  exception  to  the  habits  of  Asi- 
atics. Thev  a-ssociate  with  the  men  in  all  the  ple;t.siires  and  offi- 
ces of  life,  eat  with  them,  and  live  on  terms  of  mutual  equality. 
They  are  sometimes  permitted  to  a.scen(l  the  throne,  and,  in  short, 
nowhere  throughout  the  island  are  they  tivated  with  coarseness, 
violence,  or  neglect.  They  are  willing  and  industrious,  and  are 
admitted  to  many  honor«!>le  employments.  Men  .sometimes  act 
tvrannically  in  their  households,  but  this  only  shows  the  fault  of 
an  individual,  not  of  a  class. 

Polygamy  and  concubinage  are  practiced  by  the  nobility  with- 
out reference  to  public  opinion,  but  are  not  generally  adopted, 
being  regarded  as  vicious  luxuries.  The  first  wife  is  always  mis- 
tress of  the  household :  the  others  are  her  servants,  who  may  min- 
ister to  her  husband's  pleasures,  but  do  not  share  his  rank  or 
wealth.  No  man  will  give  his  daughter  as  second  or  third  wife, 
unless  to  .some  one  far  superior  in  rank  to  himself;  and  a  woman 
considers  it  dishonorable,  not,  in  the  abstract,  to  prostitute  herself, 
but  to  form  a  connection  with  any  man  of  humbler  birth  than  her- 
self. 

But,  though  polygamy  and  concubinage  are  seldom  known  in 
Java,  their  absence  must  not  be  considereil  as  implving  superior 
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morabty.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  most  immoral  country  in 
Asia.  A  woman  who  would  not  condescend  to  be  the  second 
wife  of  a  chief  would  not  s<.TUj)]e  to  commit  adultery  with  hint. 
In  general  lerm^,  both  sexejs  are  profligate  and  depraved,  although 
the  islanders  Ixjast  the  chastity  of  their  women  as  a  distinguishing 
oraameiit,  becaiise  a  married  woman  would  shriek  if  a  stranger 
att<'mpted  to  kiss  her  before  her  attcndanta. 

Divorce  can  be  pi-ocured  in  Java  with  the  utmost  freedom,  and 
is  a  j)rivi]ege  in  which  the  women  indulge  themselves  to  a  wanton 
degree.  If  a  wife  pays  her  husband  a  sum  of  money,  he  must 
leave  her.  He  is  not  legally  bound  to  accept  her  offer,  but  public 
opinion  considers  it  disreputable  to  live  with  a  woman  who  has 
thus  signified  her  wishes  for  a  separation,  and  he  yields  to  general 
wniiment  what  is  not  exacted  by  law.  The  husband  is  often 
changed  three  or  four  times  V)efore  the  woman  is  thirty  years  old, 
ami  stmie  boast  the  exercise  of  this  pnvilege  twelve  times.  As 
the  means  of  subsistence  abound,  and  are  procured  as  easily  by 
women  as  by  men,  the  former  are  independent  of  the  latter,  and 
find  no  difficulty  in  living  without  husbands.  Unfortunately  for 
the  theories  of  .some  female  reformers  of  the  present  day,  who  im- 
agine that  such  independence  foreshadows  the  miUenniuni  of  wom- 
an's rights,  it  must  be  admitted  that,  where  the  experiment  has 
been  tried,  the  sex  are  pn)verbially  dissolute. 

Among  the  wealthier  classes  the  utmost  immorality  prevails, 
and  in  the  great  towns  the  population  is  debauched  to  the  last 
degree.  Intrigues  with  married  women  continually  occur,  and 
are  prosecuted  almost  before  the  face  of  the  husbaniis,  who  are 
often  so  tame  and  servile  that  they  dan*  not  assert  their  conjugal 
rights.  Travelers  have  noticeil  flagrant  instances  of  the  looseness 
of  Japanese  manners,  but  one  case  will  suffice.  One  of  the  princes, 
who  had  seduced  a  married  woman,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  visit- 
ing her  at  times  when  her  husband,  an  officer  in  the  public  guard, 
was  on  duty,  was  surprised  in  her  company  on  one  occasion,  the 
chief  having  returned  home  earlier  than  was  expected.  He  knew 
the  rank  of  his  visitor,  and  discreetly  coughed,  .so  that  the  prince 
had  time  to  escape.  He  then  went  to  the  chamber  and  flogged 
his  wife.  She  complained  to  the  prince,  who  was  particularly  de- 
sirous, at  that  time,  to  conciliate  his  subjects.  He  sent  for  the 
husband,  made  him  many  rich  presents,  and  allowed  him  to  select 
the  handsomest  woman  in  the  royal  household  in  place  of  the  frail 
one  who  had  betrayed  him.     The  husband  jictiepted  the  peace-of- 
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ferings,  allowed  bis  wife  to  return  home  with  him,  and  all  the  par- 
ties  were  satisfied. 

In  Java  women  are  usually  married  very  young,  as  their  ehaa- 
tity  is  in  danger  as  s<}on  as  they  reach  niaturity.  At  eighteen  or 
twenty  a  girl  is  considered  to  be  getting  uld,  and  seait-ely  any  are 
umnarried  after  twenty-two.  Yet  age  does  not  exclude  a  woman 
from  the  probabilities  of  matrimony,  for  widows  often  procure 
husbands  at  lifty.  The  preliminary  arnmgements  are  madtt  by 
the  parents,  as  scandal  would  not  allow  the  yo\mg  peo])le  to  take 
any  part  in  a  transaction  in  which  they  arc  lnokcd  u])on.  as  tln^'  na- 
tives express  it,  as  mere  puppets.  The  father  nf  the  youth,  iiaving 
made  a  suitable  choice,  proj^K)S08  to  the  parents  of  the  girl.  If  they 
are  willing,  the  betrothal  is  ratified  by  somt-  trifling  piesent,  and 
visits  are  made,  that  the  intended  nuptials  may  be  publicly  known. 
Subsequently  the  price  of  the  lady  is  arninged,  varying  according 
tC)  the  rank  and  ciirumstances  of  the  family.  Sometimes  this  is 
plainly  called  the  '•  pun-hase-nnvney,"  and  sometimes  l)y  a  more 
deUeate  t«rm,  the  "dep(»sit."  It  is  considered  as  a  settlement  for 
the  bride.  The  only  religious  feature  in  the  marriage  ceremony 
is  an  exchange  of  vows  in  the  mosque.  This  is  followed  by  many 
observances  of  etiquette  and  parade.  Finally,  the  married  couple 
eat  from  tiie  same  vessel,  to  testily  their  common  fortune,  or  the 
bride  washrs  her  husband's  feet  in  token  of  subjection. 

The  Javanese  supjaort  a  large  cla.ss  of  women  as  public  dancers. 
The  inhabitants  are  ptussionately  fond  of  this  amu-^ement,  but  no 
respectable  woman  will  join  in  it,  ancl  all  its  female  partisans  are 
prostituti-s;  in  fact,  the  words  dam.rr  and  prontituk  are  synony- 
mous in  their  language.  A  chief  <>f  high  rank  is  not  ashamed  to 
be  seen  with  one  of  these  womon,  who  figure  at  most  large  enter- 
tainments, and  frequently  amass  enough  money  to  induce  some 
petty  chief  to  marry  them.  So  strong,  however,  is  their  ruling 
jiassion,  thev  soon  a.sceitain  that  domesticity  is  not  their  sphere, 
and  become  tired  of  their  hu.sbands,  whom  they  divorce  without 
ceremony,  and  C(K)lIy  return  to  their  public  life.  The  dress  in 
which  they  perform  is  very  immodest,  but  they  seldom  descend  to 
such  obscene  and  degrading  postures  as  may  be  witnessed  in  oth- 
er Eastern  coiui tries. 

Eurrtpean  example  has  not  done  much  for  Java.  The  Dutch 
merchant  has  usually  a  native  female  called  his  hou.sekeeixT. 
In  eveiy  city  jiublic  pntstitutes  abound,  while  about  the  roads  in 
the  vicinity  may  be  found  others  ready  for  hire'.  Their  disguise 
as  d:mc«Ts  is  thought  tu  uoiiucal  their  profligacy. 
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Sl'MATRA. 

The  population  of  this  islaiul  is  divided  into  several  tribes, 
slightly  differing  in  their  loauiiers.  The  Rejangs,  who  may  be 
supposed  to  represent  its  original  inhabitants,  are  rude  barbarians, 
scrupulously  attentive  to  the  show,  but  wanting  the  spirit  of  deli- 
cacy. They  drape  their  women  from  head  to  foot,  dread  lest  a 
virgin  should  expose  any  part  of  her  person,  and  yet  modesty  is 
not  a  characteristif  nl'  tin-  people  in  towii.s  and  villages.  Those 
in  rural  districts  who  are  not  st)  rigid  as  to  costume  are  more  dia- 
tingnishod  by  decency. 

The  customs  of  Sumatra  are  of  a  peculiar  charact<?r,  great  im- 
portance being  attached  to  i-equired  formulas;  and  the  ritual  is 
more  essential  than  the  principle.  It  is  curious  to  examine  the 
intricate  details  of  a  Suinatran  marriage  contract,  which  api^ears 
to  be  so  Uttle  understood  even  by  the  people  themselves  that,  we 
are  informed,  one  of  these  documents'  is  sufficient  to  originate  an 
almost  endless  litigation. 

There  are  several  modes  of  forming  a  marriage  contract.  The 
first  is  when  one  man  agrees  to  pay  another  a  certain  sum  in  ex- 
change for  his  daughter.  A  iwrtion  of  the  amoimt,  say  about 
five  dollai-s,  is  generally  held  back,  to  ktwp  the  transaction  open, 
and  allow  the  girl's  parents  a  chance  to  comjjlain  if  she  is  ill  used. 
If  the  hu.sbaud  wound  hei,  he  is  liable  to  a  fine,  and  in  many 
ways  his  authority  is  controlled.  But  if  he  insists  on  paying  the 
balance  of  the  purchase-money,  her  parents  must  accept  it,  and 
then  their  right  of  interference  cerises.  If  a  father  desires  to  get 
rid  of  a  girl  suffering  from  any  infinnity,  he  sells  her  without  this 
reservation,  and  she  has  fewer  privileges  in  consequence. 

In  other  cases  marriage  is  an  afiiiir  of  barter,  one  virgin  being 
given  for  another.  A  man  having  a  son  and  a  daughter  will  give 
the  latter  in  exchange  for  a  wife  for  the  former ;  or  a  brother  will 
dispose  of  his  sister  in  the  same  way.  Sometimes  a  girl  evades 
these  customs  by  eloping  with  a  lover  of  her  own  choice.  If  the 
fugitives  are  overtaken  on  the  road,  they  can  be  separated ;  but 
if  they  have  taken  refiige  in  any  bouse,  and  the  man  declares  his 
•willingness  to  obey  existing  rules,  his  wife  is  secured  to  him. 
The  Jewish  custom  of  a  man  marrying  his  brother's  widow  is  in 
force  among  the  Sumatrans,  ami  if  there  be  no  brother,  she  must, 
be  taken  by  the  nearest  male  relative,  the  father  excepted,  who  is 
made  responsible  for  any  balance  of  her  purchase-money  which 
mav  be  due. 
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Adultery  is  not  frequenth-  committed  uiidor  thisi  system,  but 
when  it  is,  the  hiitiband  uhustises  his  wife  himsell'  ov  else  Ibrgives 
the  ortensf.  If  lir  desire  to  divorce  her,  he  may  elaiin  back  the 
purehase-moucy,  less  twenty -five  doHars,  whieh  is  allowed  her  par- 
ents lor  depreciation  in  the  woman's  value.  If  a  man  who  has 
taken  a  wife  is  unable  to  pay  the  whole  price,  her  friends  may 
sue  for  a  divonx',  but  then  they  must  return  all  they  have  re- 
ceived from  him.  The  ceremony  of  divorce  consists  in  cutting  a 
ratan  in  two  in  presence  of  the  parties  and  their  witnesses. 

Another  kind  of  marriage  is  when  a  girl's  father  selects  some 
man  whom  hi-  adojits  into  his  family,  receiving  a  pnmiiura  of 
about  twenty  dollars.  The  father-in-law's  family  thus  acquire  a 
property  in  the  young  lm.«band ;  they  are  answcniblc  for  his 
debts,  claim  all  he  earns,  and  have  the  privilege  of  turning  him 
out  of  dixjrs  wlieii  they  are  tired  of  biin. 

The  Malays  of  Sumalda  have  geuerally  adojvted  a  third  kind  of 
marriage,  which  they  call  thtj'iee.  In  this  the  families  iijiproach 
each  other  on  an  ecpud  level.  A  small  .^imi,  about  twelve  dollars, 
is  paid  to  the  girl's  parents,  and  an  agreement  is  made  that  all 
projHjrty  shall  1h*  common  lM'twe»>n  husband  and  wife,  and  if  a 
divorce  takes  jihiee  it  shall  be  fairly  divided.  The  actual  cere- 
mony of  marriage  is  simple :  a  feast  is  given,  the  couple  join  their 
hands,  and  some  one  pronounces  them  man  and  wife. 

Where  the  female  is  an  article  of  sjile,  little  of  what  we  call 
courtship  can  be  ex{>ected.  It  is  opposed  to  the  manners  of  the 
country,  which  imiM)se  strict  separation  of  the  sexes  in  youth; 
ati<i,  besides,  when  a  man  pays  the  price  of  his  wife,  he  cimsiders 
he  is  entitled  to  possession,  without  any  question  as  to  her  predi- 
lections. But  traces  of  courtshij)  may  be  met  with.  On  the  very 
few  (X'casions  when  young  people  are  allowed  to  meet,  such  as 
public  festivals,  a  degree  of  respect  is  shown  to  women  contrast- 
ing very  favorably  with  the  observances  of  more  civilized  com- 
munities and  itiuiual  attachments  sometimes  spring  from  these 
jussiK-iations.  The  festivals  are  enlivened  by  dances  and  songa 
The  former  have  been  described  as  licentious,  but  an  English 
traveler  sjiys  lie  h,'us  often  s<;en  more  immodest  <lisplays  iu  a  ball- 
room in  his  native  country.  The  songs  are  extempore,  and  love 
is  the  <'onstant  theme. 

Polygamy  is  pormitttni,  but  only  a  few  chiefs  have  more  than 
one  wife.  To  be  a  second  one  is  considered  far  below  the  dignity 
of  n  respectable  woman,  and  a  m.'ui  would  demand  a  divorce  for 
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lu8  daughter  if  ber  husband  was  about  to  take  an  additional  com- 
panion. 

Mai-sdeii,  tlif  traveler  already  mentioned,  says  that  in  the  coun- 
trj'  parts  of  Sumatra  chastity  is  general ;  but  the  merit  is  lost  when 
he  adds  tliiit  interest  eaust^s  the  parents  to  be  watchlul  of  their 
daughters,  Ixjeause  the  selling  price  of  u  virgin  is  far  above  that 
of  a  woman  who  has  Ix^en  detiled.  If  a  ease  of  seduction  occurs, 
the  seducer  can  be  Ibrced  to  many  the  girl  iind  pay  her  original 
prict",  or  elsj-  give  her  parents  the  simi  which  they  would  lose  by 
her  error. 

Regular  prostitution  is  rare.  In  the  bazars  of  the  towns  some 
wonit'ii  of  this  uliLss  may  be  found,  and  in  the  sca-|H)rts  profligacy 
alMJunds.  troops  of  professional  courtesans  parading  the  streeta. 
No  onr  would  estimate  the  mondity  of  a  country  from  the  spec- 
tacles <'.\liil)ii('(i  in  maritiiue  cities.  As  a  geiieral  rule,  the  Suma- 
tran  is  content  to  marry,  and  is  faithful  to  his  wife.  This  may 
proceed  from  temper.uncnt  rather  than  morality,  as  their  ideas  on 
the  latur  are  not  very  rigid.  This  is  shown  by  their  opinion  of 
incest,  which  they  regard  as  an  infraction  of  conventional  law, 
sometimes  punishing  it  by  a  fine,  and  at  other  times  confirming 
the  marriage,  unless  it  octcurs  within  the  first  degree  of  relation- 
ship. 


BORNEO. 

Notwithstanding  the  attention  which  has  been  drawn  to  the 
island  of  Borneo  within  the  last  few  years,  it  is  yet  but  little 
known  to  the  general  reader.  The  investigations  of  Sir  James 
Brooke  and  others  have  enabletl  us  to  discern  many  of  its  social 
features.  Most  of  the  inluihitaiits  of  Borneo  are  in  a  state  of  bar- 
barism. .Some  wander  iiakeil  in  the  forest,  and  subsist  on  the 
spouijineous  productions  of  the  earth;  others  cultivate  the  soil, 
dwell  in  villages,  and  trade  with  their  neighlMji-s.  The  river  com- 
munities are  more  advanced  than  those  who  live  inland,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  sea-ports  are  more  educated  and  more  profligate 
than  any.  These  have  been  farther  debased  by  the  alwminable 
system  of  ])iracy,  which,  until  recently,  was  their  occupation. 

Among  the  Sea  Dyaks,  or  dwellers  on  the  coast,  there  is  no  so- 
cial law  to  govern  sexual  intercourse  before  marriage,  nor  is  the 
authority  of  parents  recognized  in  the  matter.  The  Dyak  girl  se- 
lects a  husband  for  herself,  and,  while  she  remains  single,  incurs 
no  disgrace  by  cohabiting  with  as  many  as  she  pleases.     After 
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marriage  she  is  subject  to  more  stringent  rules,  for,  as  a  man  is 
allowt'd  only  one  wife,  he  requires  her  to  be  faithful,  or  in  default 
punishes  her  with  a  severe  whipping.  If  he  is  incontinent  he  in- 
curs a  .similar  penalty.  Cases  of  udultery  are  not  frequent,  though 
they  sometimes  occur  in  time  of  war. 

The  ceremony  of  marriage  is  as  aim])le  as  possible.  The  con- 
sent of  the  woman  is  first  obtained,  then  the  bride  and  bridegroom 
meet  and  give  a  feast>  which  completes  the  contract. 

If  a  girl  becomes  pregnant,  the  father  of  the  child  ntnst  marry 
her,  and  this  is  a  common  way  of  securing  a  hu.ibimd.  A  man 
and  woman  live  together  for  ji  time,  and  separate  if  tin  re  is  no 
prospect  of  a  family.  During  this  probation  constancy  i.s  not  con- 
sidered indispensable.  Tlio  fear  of  not  becoming  the  father  of  a 
family,  a  misfortune  greatly  dreaded  by  the  Dyaks,  favors  tlie 
kx)se  intercourse  of  unmarried  people.  In  some  tribes  the  duties 
of  hospitidity  require  that  if  a  chief  is  traveling  he  .•shall  be  fur- 
nished with  a  pro  tempore  female  companion  at  every  place  where 
he  sleeps. 

Among  tlic  Dyaks  dwelling  on  the  hiUs  morality  is  of  a  higher 
standard.  Single  men  are  obliged  to  sleep  in  a  separate  building^ 
and  the  girls  are  not  allowed  t/:>  approach  them.  Marriage  is  con- 
tracted at  a  very  early  age,  and  jutuitcry  is  almost  unknown. 
Polygamy  is  not  allowed,  but  some  of  the  chiefs  indulge  in  a  con- 
cubine, for  which  they  are  generally  blamed.  There  are  certain 
degrees  of  (consanguinity  within  which  marriage  is  uidawful.  One 
man  shocked  public  feeling  by  marrying  his  granddaughter,  and 
the  people  affirm  tliat  niin  and  darkness  have  covered  the  liice  of 
the  sun  ever  since  that  act  of  incest.  As  they  marry  constantly 
within  their  own  tribe,  the  whole  conmionwealth  is  in  time  uniletl 
by  ties  of  blood,  and  to  this  is  ascribed  the  insanity  (>ommon 
among  them,  a  conclusion  warranteil  to  some  extent  by  the  im- 
becile state  of  well-known  royal  families  condemned  to  peri>etual 
intermarriages. 

It  is  .-yiid  that  many  prostitutes  may  be  fnuiid  among  the  people 
of  the  South,  but  this  rests  on  doubtful  testimony,  and  in  the 
Dyak  language  there  is  no  word  to  e.xpn'.ss  the  vie  ■. 

The  Sibnouau  females  arc  neitlier  concesded  from  stringers  nor 
shy  before  them.  They  will  bathe  naked  in  the  presence  of  men. 
The  unmarried  people  .^lecp  j>romis<niously  in  a  comnton  room, 
but  married  couples  have  ,«cparaie  apartments.  The  laljor  of  the 
household  is  allotted  to  females,  who  grind  rice,  carry  burdens, 
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fetch  water,  catch  fish,  and  till  the  ground.  They  are  not  .<»o  de- 
gnuleil  as  in  other  barbarous  nations.  They  eat  with  the  men, 
and  take  part  in  their  fe.slivals  Jis  well  as  their  labor. 

Among  the  Mohanunedan  Malays  there  Ls  more  civilization  and 
more  corruption.  They  are  |K)]ygamists,  indulge  in  eoncubimige, 
encourage  prostitutes,  and  ill  use  their  wives.  An  English  phy- 
sician lately  received  a  message  from  the  wife  of  a  chief  appoint- 
ing a  .secret  meeting.  He  was  punctual  to  the  assignation,  and 
met  the  lady,  who  asked  him  foi-  a  do.sc  of  arsenic  to  |)oison  her 
husband,  aa  he  ill-treated  her.  Rc]xirt  says  that  the  Englishman 
was  disappointed  in  the  nature  of  the  interview,  but  firmly  refused 
to  grant  her  request. 

The  rich  Malays  allow  their  wives  to  keep  female  slaves,  and 
the  jealousy  of  the  mistress  renders  their  situation  any  thing  but 
plejisant.  They  sometimes  serve  as  concubines,  in  which  ease  the 
law  renders  them  free,  but  many  refuse  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
advantage. 

We  have  no  definite  account  of  prostitutes  in  sea-port  towns, 
but  they  apjn-ar  U>  hv  of  several  claisses:  those  who  cohabit  tem- 
porarily with  the  Malays,  those  who  pro-stitute  them.selves  indis- 
criminately to  all  eotntTs,  and  those  who  are  supported  by  .sailors 
and  profligate  Chinese,  who  invariably  create  such  a  class  wher- 
ever they  settle.  It  is  certain  that  women  of  this  class  exist  in 
considerable  numbers  in  Borneo. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

SEMI-CIVILIZED  N.'VTIONS. 

Penia. — AfnlmnUtan. — Kashmir. — Imliii. — Ceylnn. — UlirH-Oancetic  Katlom. — 
CcIpIh'>. — China. — Jajiaii. — Tartar  Kaccs. — Circassia. — Turkey. — Northern  Af- 
rica.— Siberia. — Esquimaux. — Icelaml. — Greenland. 

PEKSLA. 
Women  occupy  an  inferior  position  in  Persia,  where  they  are 
hterally  the  property  of  men.  The  lower  classes  consider  them 
valuable  for  their  labor,  the  rich  regard  them  as  in.struments  of 
pleasure.  While  Persian  |X)etry  and  romance  are  devoted  to  the 
praise  of  female  charms,  the  realities  of  every-day  life  prove  that 
the  sex  is  held  in  slight  esteem.  Tlie  wives  of  the  Shah  vegetate 
within  the  walls  of  a  luxurious  prison ;  and  if  one  is  ever  permit- 
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ted  to  breathe  the  air  outside,  she  is  pai^aded  in  solemn  procession, 
guanled  by  a  troup  of  emmchs  armed  with  IoE«ded  muskets,  in 
oixler  to  dnvc  ofl'  any  curious  wayfarer  who  might  be  templed  to 
gaze  on  the  charms  of  a  royal  mistress.  Nor  is  this  isolation  pe- 
culiar to  them ;  it  pervades  all  the  upjxT  classes,  and  brothers  are 
not  allowed  to  see  their  sisters  after  a  certain  age. 

This  jealousy  is  not  decreased  by  tlie  polygamy  which  is  com- 
mon in  the  country.  The  religious  laws  limit  a  Persian  to  four 
wives,  but  allow  him  to  keep  as  many  concubines  as  lif  can  af- 
ford; and,  in  j>ursuance  of  this  piivilege,  the  liarcm  of  the  palace 
is  said  to  contain  at  times  more  than  a  thousjmd  women,  who  need 
a  stringent  discipline  to  keep  them  in  order.  Tliey  are  arranged 
with  a  strict  ix'gard  to  precedence.  The  chief  favorite  lives  in 
splendor,  her  attire  is  covered  with  costly  jewels,  and  she  has  the 
privilege  of  sitting  in  the  royal  presence.  Her  inferiors  are  sub- 
ject to  mucli  rigor,  and  the  eunuchs  preserve  dn-Minm  by  ndmin- 
istering  personal  chastisement  with  the  heel  of  a  >lipper  on  the 
(ace  of  a  refractory  wimian.  They  .seem  in.sensibli-  tu  any  degra- 
dation. Miinv  of  them  lead  a  plea.-iant,  idle  life,  lounging  for  hours 
in  the  warm  bath,  and  emerging  with  enerv^ated  frames  to  deck 
their  pretty  pei-sons  in  order  to  render  themselves  altr.-tctive  to 
the  Shah.  They  court  his  favor  as  much  a.«  they  fear  his  frown, 
and  with  g<x)d  reason.  The  former  can  raise  them  to  the  sunindt 
of  their  nmbition;  the  latter  can  eondenm  them  to  be  fastened  in 
a  sack  mid  tlitnwn  from  a  lofty  tower. 

Common  usage  permits  a  Persian  to  take  a  woman  in  three  dif- 
ferent ways:  he  may  marry,  purchn-sc,  or  liii-e  her.  In  the  first 
ease,  betrothal  .sometinit-s  takes  place  in  iiiiiincy,  luii  it  niu.st  be 
subsequently  confirmed  by  the  parties.  In  this  thi'y  .seldf)m  fail; 
for  if  a  girl  shows  any  repugnance  to  ratify  he)'  father's  contract, 
he  whips  her  until  she  consi-nts,  and  she  requires  liiile  of  this 
kind  of  argument  to  induce  compliance.  Tln^  nuptial  eeiemony 
must  1m'  witnessed  bv  two  jwrsons,  one  of  whdui  is  a  legal  officer 
to  iittest  the  et»ntract.  This  is  delivered  tn  the  bride,  and  hy  her 
c«refutly  preserved,  as  it  proves  her  title  tn  pvnvision  in  the  event 
of  widow lioixl  or  divorce.  Though  a  man  has  the  right  tn  put 
away  his  wife  when  he  pleases,  the  attendant  expense  and  scandal 
render  it  a  nire  |iroceeding.  Mohammedan  jealousy  farther  pro- 
tects the  woman,  as  no  one  will  willingly  allow  a  female  with 
whftm  he  has  lived  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  another.  In  :i<kiition 
to  this,  interest  restrains  a  hushaml  from  u.sing  his  privileges  in  a 
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direct  manner,  as  when  he  takes  the  initiative  he  must  pay  back 
the  dowry  he  received  with  his  wife.  If  she  applies  for  divorce, 
Le  is  free  from  this  obligation.  Thf  advaniiige  being  thus  »in  the 
man's  side,  a  species  of  tyranny  is  frequently  practiced  until  the 
woman  is  forced  to  open  the  suit,  when  he  gets  rid  of  her,  but  re- 
tain.s  her  property. 

A  Persian  may  purchase  as  many  female  slaves  as  he  desires. 
These  acquire  no  advantage  of  position  by  being  his  concubines ; 
he  may  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them  at  any  moment  he  thinks 
proper. 

The  custom  of  hiring  wives  still  prevails  in  Persia,  though  strict 
MohHruint'duiis  abhor  and  condemn  the  practice,  which  was  pro- 
hibited l)y  Oiiiiir,  the  successor  of  Mohammed.  In  operation,  it  is 
an  agreement  made  by  a  man  and  woman  to  cohabit  a  specilied 
time  for  an  agreed  sum  of  money.  The  ehildn'ii  springing  from 
this  union  mu.st  be  supported  by  the  father.  If  the  nuiu  terminate 
the  connection  prematurely,  he  must  stUl  pay  the  whole  stipulated 
atunuiit,  anil  the  woman  is  restrained  from  accepting  any  other 
prutfi'tor  until  a  sufficient  tiint-  has  flapsed  to  prove  whether  she 
is  pregnant  by  the  former.  Although  these  contracts  are  nuiked 
MS  marrijtgcs,  few  readers  will  be  inelined  to  think  them  any  thing 
but  systematic  prostitution. 

Formerly  there  were  numerous  open  and  avowed  prostitutes  in 
Persia,  anioiii;  whom  the  dancing  girls  were  conspieuous  for  the 
beamy  of  their  pei>oiis  and  the  melody  of  their  voices.  They  had 
considerable  sway  until  the  time  of  Futteh  Ali  Khan,  who  crowd- 
ed Ills  palace  with  concubines,  and  frnm  among  them  is.sne<l  edicts 
to  siqjpre.ss  imrnonility,  prohibiting  the  daueing  girls  from  ap- 
proaching the  court,  and  exiling  them  to  the  distant  provinces. 
Sijcia!  life  wa.s  most  depraved  under  the  Sefi  dynasty.  Public 
brothels  were  very  numerous,  and  hugely  contributed  to  the  na- 
tional revenue,  no  less  than  thirty  thousand  prostitutes  paying  an 
annua!  ta.\  in  Ispahan  alone.  The  governors  of  provinces  allowed 
snnilar  privileges  for  money,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  town  which 
had  not  one  licensed  brothel  at  least,  whose  inmates  (also  licen.sed 
and  taxed)  were  known  as  CaJiMia,  or  the  worthless.  As  R<H»n  as 
the  shops  were  closed  these  houses  wei-e  opened,  and  the  women 
repairefl  to  particular  localities,  where  they  sat  in  rows,  closely 
veiled.  With  each  company  was  an  old  harridan,  whose  business 
wiis  to  show  the  fjices  of  her  ti-oop  to  any  man  desiring  a  c-ompan- 
ion.  and  to  receive  his  pavinent  when  the  si-leetion  was  made.    Un- 
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der  the  reigning  family  tliis  system  hns  been  checked ;  no  licenses 
are  now  given,  and  j)rostitution  has  retired  to  secrecy.  But  the 
v\ce  has  in  no  way  decreased,  and  jjublic  brothels  abound  in  all 
the  cities  of  Persia. 


AFGHANISTAN. 

Marriage  in  Afglianistan  is  a  commercial  transaction,  the  wom- 
en being  sol<l  lor  prices  varying  according  to  circumstances.  This 
systi'm  is  carried  to  such  an  extent  that  if  a  widow  marries,  the 
friends  of  her  first  husband  can  recover  from  his  succe.ssor  the 
amount  originally  j)aid  for  her.  The  necessity  of  jmrcluising  a 
wife  ix'udei-s  many  of  the  pooRT  classes  unable  to  marry  until 
well  advanced  in  years,  in  opjwsition  to  the  custom  of  their 
wealthy  neighbors,  among  whom  bridegrooms  of  fifteen  and  brides 
of  twelve  years  old  are  common. 

The  prior  intercourse  of  the  sexes  is  regulated  by  various  cir- 
cumstanees.  In  crowded  towns  men  have  little  oppiortunity  of 
as.sociating  witli  women,  and  there  professional  niateli-niakers  ex- 
ist. Their  iunctions  are,  in  the  first  place,  to  see  and  report  upon 
any  g'ri  whom  a  man  may  wish  to  marry;  then  to  ascertain  if 
her  family  would  agree  to  the  match,  and,  finally,  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  a  public  proposal.  This  is  made  by  the  suitor's 
father,  in  e<impany  with  a  number  of  male  friends,  to  the  father 
of  the  girl,  while  a  similar  depuUition  of  females  waits  upon  the 
mother.  Presents  are  made,  the  selling  price  detenninc<l,  and  the 
couple  are  betrothed.  Soi^n  after,  the  parties  sign  a  mutual  eon- 
tract;  stipulation  is  made  for  provision  for  the  woman  if  divorced; 
a  festival  is  given ;  the  bridegroom  pays  for  his  wife,  and  she  is 
deliven^d  at  the  dwelling  of  her  future  master.  Similar  formali- 
ties take  place  in  the  coimtry,  hut,  as  the  social  intercourse  is  less 
restricted  there,  marriages  frequently  sjiring  from  attachment,  and 
the  negotiations  are  mere  matters  of  etiquette. 

A  romantic  lover  mav  obtain  his  mistress  without  the  consent 
of  her  parents  by  tearing  away  her  veil,  cutting,  off  a  kx?k  of  her 
hair,  or  throwing  a  large  white  cloth  over  her,  and  declaring  her 
his  affiaiued  bride.  The.se  proceedings  do  not  rtdease  him  from 
the  obligation  to  pay  for  her,  which  is  only  evaded  by  an  elope- 
ment, a  serious  step,  considered  by  the  girl's  family  as  equivalent 
to  murder,  and  revenged  accordingly,  unless  the  rouple  se<'ure 
shelter  and  protection  from  some  neighboring  tribe.  Sometimes 
a  mail  uevtT  sees  his  bride  until  the  inarringe  is  comjileteil.     In 
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certain  districts  where  this  rule  nominally  exists  it  is  practically 
violated,  secret  interviews  between  the  bride  and  bridegroom  be- 
ing tolerated,  and  cJiUed  "  the  ^jxirt  of  the  betrothed. "  The  young 
man  steals  ui'ter  dark  to  the  house  ol'  his  channer,  alleeting  to 
conceal  his  pi-esence  from  the  men,  and  is  introduced  by  the  moth- 
er to  her  daughter's  room,  where  the  couple  are  left  till  the  morn- 
ing luidisturbetl.  The  ordinary  residl  of  this  is  the  anticipation 
of  nuptial  privileges,  and  cases  have  been  known  where  the  bride 
has  borne  several  children  before  she  has  been  formally  delivered 
to  her  husband. 

Polygamy  is  allowed,  but  is  too  expensive  to  be  practiced  by 
the  majority  of  tlic  people,  although  some  rich  men  maintain  a 
large  number  of  concubines  in  addition  to  the  four  legal  wives. 

The  sociid  condition  of  females  is  low  in  Afghanistan.  Among 
the  more  barbarous  tribes  they  lab<ir  in  the  fields.  With  the  jxK>r 
all  the  drudgery  of  the  house  i'alls  upon  them,  while  the  rich  keep 
them  secluded  in  the  harems.  The  law  allows  a  man  the  privi- 
lege of  beating  his  wife,  but  custom  is  more  chivalrous  than  the 
code,  and  considei-s  such  an  act  disgi'aceful. 

Of  avowed  prostitutes  in  this  region  we  know  but  little  beyond 
the  bare  fact  that  such  a  class  exists,  and  that  their  profligacy  is 
materially  aided  by  the  ignorance  and  insipidity  of  tlie  wives  and 
concubines,  when  contrasted  with  the  knowledge  of  the  world  and 
coinpanitively  jiolished  maimt-rs  exhibited  by  courtesans,  whose 
society  is  frequently  sought  us  a  relief  from  the  monotony  of 
home. 


KASHMIR. 

Unoppressed  by  any  rigid  code  of  etiquette,  and  naturally  ad- 
dicted to  pleiisure,  the  people  of  Kashmir  find  much  of  their  en- 
joyment in  female  society,  and  from  the  earhest  limes  have  been 
noted  for  their  love  of  singers  and  dancers.  In  former  days  the 
capital  city  was  the  scene  of  constant  revels,  in  which  moraUty 
was  but  a  secondary  consideration,  and  now  the  inhabitants  re- 
lieve the  continujJ  struggle  against  misfortune  and  desjiotism  by 
indulging  in  gross  vices,  and  drown  the  sense  of  hopeless  poverty 
in  the  gratification  of  animal  jiassioiis.  The  women  of  this  de- 
lightful valley  have  long  been  celebrated  for  their  beauty,  and  are 
still  willed  the  flower  of  the  Oriental  race.  The  face  is  of  a  dark 
complexion,  richly  flushed  with  pink;  the  eyes  large,  almond- 
shaped,  and  overflowing  with  a  peculiar  liquid  brilliance;  the 
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features  regular,  !mniioiii<)ii>,  aixl  tine;  thu  limbs  and  bodies  are 
models  of  gmw.  Bui. nil  wriu-rs  agree  that  art  does  tiotLing  to 
aid  natuiv,  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  eyes  uusurpaaeed  fbi-  bright- 
ness and  expression  fla'^liing  tVoni  a  very  dirty  fae-e.  Among  the 
poorer  classes  tilth  and  degradation  lender  many  women  aetually 
repulsive,  notwithstanding  their  resplendent  be^iuty. 

Travelers  always  remark  the  dancing  girls  who  have  acquired 
so  much  renown  in  Kashmir.  The  village  of  Cliangus  was  at 
one  time  celebrated  for  a  colony  of  these  wnmen.  who  excelled  all 
others  in  the  valley ;  but  now  its  famous  beauties  iinve  disap- 
peared, and  live  only  in  the  tmditions  of  the  place.  The  dancing 
girls  may  be  divide<l  into  several  classes.  Among  the  higher 
may  be  found  those  who  are  virtuous  and  modest,  probably  to 
about  the  same  extent  a^  among  actresses,  ojjera  singers,  and  bal- 
let girls  in  civilized  communities.  Others  frequent  entertain- 
ments at  the  houses  of  rich  nu-n,  uv  public  festival.s  and  estimate 
their  favoi-s  at  a  very  high  price,  while  the  remainder  aiv  avowed 
harlots,  pro.stituting  themsi-lves  indiscriminately  to  any  who  desire 
their  company.  Many  of  these  are  devoted  to  the  service  of  some 
god,  whose  teniple  is  enriched  fi-oni  the  gains  of  their  calling. 

The  Watul,  or  Gipsy  tribe  of  Kashmir  is  remarkuliie  i'ur  many 
lovely  women,  who  are  taught  to  please  the  taste  of  the  volujitu- 
ary.  They  .-sing  licentious  .songs  in  an  amorous  tone,  dance  in  a 
lascivious  measure,  dre.ss  in  a  jHculiarly  fascinating  maimer,  and 
seduce  by  the  very  expression  of  their  countenances.  When  they 
join  a  company  of  dancing  girls,  they  are  uuilbrmly  successful  in 
their  vocation,  and  have  been  known  to  amass  large  sums  of 
money.  Now  that  the  valley  is  in  it«  decadence,  their  charms 
find  a  more  profitable  market  in  other  places.  The  bands  of 
dancing  girls  aiv  usually  accompanied  by  sundry  hideous  duen- 
nas, whose  conspicuous  uglmeas  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  their 
charge. 

The  Nach  girls  are  under  the  surveillance  of  the  govemment, 
which  licenses  their  prostitution.  They  are  actual  slaves,  and  can 
not  sing  or  dance  without  permission  from  their  overseer,  to  whom 
they  mnst  resign  a  large  portion  of  their  earnings. 

In  addition  to  these,  who  may  be  styled  poetical  courtesans;, 
there  exists  a  swarm  of  prostitutes  frequenting  low  hous«\s  in  the 
cities  or  boats  on  the  lake;  but  of  them  we  have  no  distinct  ac- 
count It  is  certain  that  tbey  are  largely  visited  by  the  more  im- 
moral of  the  population,  and  an  accurate  idea  of  their  slains  may 


SEMI-CIVIUZEI)  NATIONS. 


421 


be  formed  irom  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  traveler  Moor- 
craft,  who  gave  gratuitous  medical  advice  to  the  poor  of  Serina- 
ghur,  had  at  one  time  nearly  seven  thousand  patients  on  his  lists, 
a  very  large  number  of  whom  were  suffering  from  loathsome  dis- 
eases induced  by  the  grossest  and  most  persevering  pn)fligacy. 
In  short,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  maimers  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  interesting  and  beautiful  valley  are  corrupt  to 
the  last  degree. 


INDIA. 

India  exhibits,  in  its  different  communities,  many  aspects  of 
social  lift-,  but  it  may  be  said,  in  gencnd  terms,  that  the  state  of 
woman  is  degraded,  as  she  is  abs(jlutely  dependent  upon  man,  and 
can  do  nothing  of  her  own  will.  She  nmst  approiich  iier  lord 
with  reverence;  is  bound  to  him  so  long  as  he  desires  it,  what- 
ever his  conduct  may  be ;  and  if  she  rebel,  is  liable  to  be  chas- 
tised with  a  rojK-  or  a  caue  in  a  cruel  manner.  Debarred  the 
advantages  of  education,  not  allowed  to  eat  with  their  husbands 
or  to  mix  in  society,  women  are  yet  not  treated  as  abject  slaves; 
and  from  th.-  few  rfvelatiuns  of  tiie  zenana  which  have  been  made, 
it  may  be  inferred  that  'lU-i  inmates  receive  considerable  deference 
and  attention. 

Polygamy  is  permitted  in  India,  but  not  encouraged  by  the 
religious  law,  and  only  sanctioned  in  certain  cases,  such  a-s  barren- 
ness, inconstancy,  or  some  similar  cause,  and  then  the  wife's  con- 
sent must  b<'  obtained  before  a  second  and  subordinate  wife  can 
be  iidded  to  the  household. 

Marriage  is  viewed  as  a  religious  duty  by  the  RindfX)s,  only  a 
frw  being  exempt  from  the  obligation.  It  is  forbidden  to  purchase 
a  wifi'  lor  money;  but  the  girls  have  little  choice  xs  to  their  des- 
tiny, being  usually  betrothed  while  young.  A  father  has  the 
right  to  dispose  of  his  daughter  until  three  years  after  the  age  of 
pnberfy,  when  she  may  choose  a  husband  for  herst-lf :  not  many 
remain  single  till  that  time,  as  celibacy  would  be  account«?d  dis- 
graceful, and  few  men  would  marry  a  maiden  so  old.  In  Bengal, 
betrothal  takes  place  with  many  rites  and  much  ostentation.  The 
girl-bride  is  taken  to  her  future  husband's  house,  and  remains 
there  a  .short  time,  when  she  returns  to  her  parents  until  niMtiirf. 
The  anxiety  to  dispose  of  a  daughter  as  young  as  possible  arises 
from  the  fact  that  her  birth  is  regarded  as  inauspicious,  and  even 
as  a  domestic  calamity,  from  which  lu-r  parents  are  ghul  to  escape. 
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Hence  tlie  character  of  the  bridegrouin  is  a  secondary  cousidera- 
tiou,  atid  marriage  ofteu  resiiius  unhappily,  hi  fact,  little  else 
can  hv  expi'cted  where  tlie  parties  are  absolutely  strangers  to  each 
othi-r  until  the  union  is  effected.  The  uneducated  wife,  without 
a  gleam  of  knowledge,  amuses  herself  by  a  thousand  trivial  de- 
vices, such  as  adorning  her  person,  curling  her  hair,  or  listenijig 
to  the  gossip  of  her  slaves.  It  is,  nevertheless,  generally  admitted 
that  the  majority  of  Hindoo  women  are  faithlid  to  their  marital 
vows.  The  severe  laws  against  unchastity  are  framed  more  for 
preserving  caste  than  morals,  and  s*-verely  punish  any  woman  de- 
tected in  an  intrigue  with  a  man  of  dillerent  grade  to  herself. 

Divorce  may  be  easily  effected  by  the  hasViand,  but  the  wife 
has  no  corresponding  power.  A  man  who  calls  his  wife  •"moth- 
er," renoimces  her  by  that  act.  A  barren  wife  may  be  superseded 
in  the  eighth  year:  she  who  bears  only  daughters,  or  whose  chil- 
dren die  in  the  birth,  in  the  eleventh  year;  and  one  of  an  luikind 
disposition  may  be  divorced  without  any  delay. 

The  customs  that  prevail  in  different  provinces  re.s|jeeting  wives 
and  their  treatment  may  be  descrilwd  in  a  few  woitls.  In  Arra- 
can,  when  a  man  wants  money,  he  pawns  his  wife  for  a  certain 
sum,  or  else  sells  her  altogether.  In  the  southern  parts  of  the 
peninsula  ])olygamy  is  largely  practiced.  The  Shaynagas  of  Ca- 
nara  are  not  allowed  to  take  a  second  wife  uidu-ss  the  first  be  child, 
less.  The  Corannas,  the  Panchalura,  find  other  tribes,  permitted 
polygamy  and  the  purchase  of  wives.  Among  tlie  Wodilas  every 
man  had  as  many  wives  as  be  pleased ;  all  worked  ibr  him,  and  a 
lazy  one  was  divorced  sans  ceremomt.  The  Carruburru  took  no 
notice  of  an  iict  of  adultery  if  the  wife  was  a  hard-working  wom- 
an; otherwise  she  might  live  with  any  man  who  chose  to  keep 
her.  In  Rfijpootana  woman  holds  a  higher  position,  and  exercises 
considerable  influence  on  the  actions  and  tastes  of  men,  for  a  Raj- 
ptiot  consults  his  wife  on  everj'  important  o<;easion.  The  estima- 
tion in  which  they  are  held  is  indieate<l  by  a  national  proverb, 
which  say.s,  "When  wives  are  lionon-d  the  gmls  are  pleased; 
when  they  are  dushouored  the  gods  are  offended.''  This  district 
exhibits  the  Hindoo  women  in  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
and  even  here  they  hold  b\it  a  subordinate  plae*',  as  must  always 
be  the  case  where  polygamy  is  toleitited.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  review  all  the  lcx^aI  peculiarities  of  so  extended  a  people : 
enough  has  been  said  to  show  the  social  condition  of  married 
women.     It  remains  to  give  some  account  of  prostitution. 
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Some  of  the  danciug  womeu  and  musicians  of  Southern  India 
were  attached  to  every  temple ;  a  portion  were  reserved  by  the 
sensual  Brahmins  lor  their  exclusive  pleasures,  and  the  rest  hired 
themselves  out  indiserinnnately.  Etich  troop  was  uiider  a  chieti 
who  regulated  their  [lerfbrmunees  aiid  prices.  Li  the  temjile  of 
Tulava,  near  Maugalore,  a  curious  custom  existed.  Any  woman 
could  dedicate  hei"self  to  prostitution  by  eatuig  some  of  the  rice 
whicii  had  been  offered  to  the  idol,  and  \va.s  allowed  her  choice  to 
live  within  or  without  its  precincts.  In  the  former  case,  she  re- 
ceived a  daily  allowance  of  food,  and  her  prostitution  was  limited 
to  the  priests;  in  the  latter,  her  amours  were  unn^tricted,  but  a 
stipulated  portion  of  her  profits  must  be  given  to  the  temple.  In 
Sindh  every  town  has  a  troop  of  dancing  girls,  many  of  whom  are 
very  handsome.  Before  the  British  conquest  tbe  vice  was  largely 
encouraged;  numbers  of  the  women  acquired  considerable  fortunes, 
and  their  jwlitical  ijifluence  was  potent  in  the  durbars  of  the  de- 
bauched Amirs.  An  evident  reform  has  taken  place  of  late 
years. 

The  lascivious  scenes  of  the  southern  country  are  not  enacted, 
at  lea.st  to  iLe  .same  extent,,  in  Hindostan  proper,  where  the  inter- 
est of  the  English  government  has  been  directed  against  immoral- 
ity. Toward  the  close  of  the  last  century  an  official  re}X)rt  was 
made  on  thi-  morals  of  British  India.  It  was  bad  enough :  much 
laxity  prevailed  in  private  life;  receptacles  for  womeu  of  bad 
character  abounded ;  prostitutes  had  a  place  in  society,  made  an 
im{X)rtant  figure  at  great  entertainments,  and  were  admitte<l  to  the 
zenanas  to  exhibit  their  voluptuous  dances.  Contrasted  with  for- 
mer years,  a  great  improvement  is  now  perceptible,  and  the  profli- 
gacy of"  large  cities  scarc-ely  exceeds  the  vices  of  European  com- 
munilie>.  Thus  Benares,  with  a  population  of  180,000,  had  1764 
pnjstitutes ;  and  Decca,  with  nearly  67,(.MX)  iuhabitantts  hsd  771* 
prostitutes. 

Apart  from  governmental  influences,  it  can  scarcely  \w 
that  Europeans  have  oontribuU'd  to  Lhu  adflMMJlCna^  >"' 
temporary  coj  .     Tfc 
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tiau  festival  of  Bubastis,  and  mi  good  would  result  from  an  ex- 
tended deserijjtioii  of  dancejs  perloiuied  by  imde  or  seuii-uude 
womeu,  of  tbe  desecration  of  wives  by  a  licentious  priesthood,  or 
of  the  disgusting  polygamy  of  the  Brahmins.  Sufliee  it  to  say 
that  sueli  customs  existed,  but  are  now  yielding  to  more  refined 
observances. 

The  general  profligacy  of  the  country  has  introduced  syphilis 
in  most  piu'ts  of  Hiudostau.  Some  assert  that  it  was  carried  there 
after  the  discovery  of  America,  but  neither  history  nor  tmdition 
warrants  this  opinion.  It  may  be  noticed  that  it  is  not  called  by 
any  Sanscrit  word,  but  is  known  by  a  Persian  appellation. 

Our  notice  of  India  would  be  incomplete  without  an  allii.>*ion  to 
the  suttee,  or  burning  of  widows,  and  to  infanticide.  The  Shaa- 
Ires  are  full  of  recommeudations  to  j)eiform  the  fii-st  of  these 
shocking  observances,  and  promise  inefl'able  bliss  to  the  voluntary 
victim.  It  was  carried  to  such  an  extent  that  tillcen  thousand 
womeu  are  reported  to  have  perished  in  one  year  in  Bengal.  This 
is  doubtless  an  exaggeration,  although  the  number  was  confessed- 
ly very  large.  Among  the  horrible  delails  <>f  the  practice  we  find 
that  betrothed  children  of  eight  or  ten  years  old,  and  women  of 
eighty-tive,  have  alike  been  thrown  into  the  buniing  pile.  Fcin- 
ful  scenes  have  been  witnessed  on  these  occasions,  A  miserable 
wretch  has  twice  escaped  from  the  fire  and  clung  to  the  feet  of  a 
traveler,  vainly  imploring  him  to  save  her;  and  then,  naked,  and 
with  the  flesh  already  bunicd  from  parts  of  her  botly,  has  been 
boiuid  and  thrown  into  the  flames  by  tbe  frantic  relatives.  Let 
British  rule  in  India  be  what  it  may,  no  man,  no  "  Aborigines 
Protection  Society,"  can  regret  its  spread,  in  conjunction  with  the 
services  rendered  to  our  common  humanity'  by  the  abolition  of 
the  suttee. 

Infanticide  formerly  prevailed  to  a  great  extent,  but  is  now  al- 
most extirpati'il  from  British  India.  The  crime  was  smctioned 
by  custom,  but  not  by  religion  or  tradition.  Its  victims  were 
chieflv  females,  and  their  murder  was  in  consetiuence  of  the  difB- 
cuhy  of  marrying  them  within  the  i-equired  bounds  of  cas/f,  or  <»r 
the  ruinous  expenses  which  fashion  required  should  be  incurred 
at  the  wedding  ceremonies,  nither  than  from  any  other  cause.  It 
appeal's  to  have  been  the  custom  among  the  ancient  dwellei-s  on 
the  banks  of  the  Indus  for  the  father  of  a  female  child  to  carry  it 
to  the  market-place,  and  publicly  demand  if  any  one  wanted  a 
•wife.    Lf  the  reply  wius  in  the  affirmative,  it  was  betrothed  at  once, 
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and  carefully  renrotl,  but  otherwise  it  was  iniraediately  killed. 
Wilkinson  iissertecl  twenty-five  yeare  ago  that  twenty  thousand 
children  were  annually  murdered  in  Malwa  and  Rajpootana,  hut 
by  the  system  of  rewartling  parents  who  reared  their  offspring, 
and  the  gradual  introduction  of  salutary  laws,  a  mighty  reform 
has  been  effected. 

CEYLON. 

Under  the  original  institutions  of  the  Singhalese,  they  never  li- 
censed public  prostitution,  nor  made  brothels  of  the  temples,  as  in 
India.  Whatever  effect  the  Buddhist  religion  produced  was  in 
I'avor  of  virtue,  but  the  chantcter  of  the  people  is  naturally  scu- 
sual ;  profligacy  among  men  and  want  of  chastity  among  women 
are  general  characteristics,  and  even  those  who  profess  Christian- 
ity and  acknowledge  the  moral  law  of  England  are  not  free  from 
this  stain. 

In  Ceylon,  as,  indeed,  in  most  parts  of  Asia,  marriage  is  con- 
tracted at  an  early  age.  A  man  "attains  his  majority"  at  sixteen, 
and  a  girl  as  soon  as  marriageable  by  nature  is  marriageable  by 
law,  at  which  time  her  parents  or  relatives  give  a  feast,  inviting  a 
number  of  single  men.  Soon  after,  a  inau  who  may  desire  to 
marry  her  sends  one  of  his  friends  to  her  parents  to  mention,  in 
appai-ently  a  cijsuul  manner,  that  a  rumor  of  the  intended  mar- 
riage of  his  friend  and  llieir  daughter  is  in  circulation.  If  this  an- 
nouncement meets  a  favorable  reception,  the  father  of  the  bride- 
groom calK  inquires  the  amount  of  the  dowry,  and  carries  the 
negotiation  a  few  steps  farther.  Mutual  visits  are  then  exchanged, 
preliminaries  settled,  and  an  auspicious  day  fi.\ed  for  the  wedding, 
which  takes  place  with  much  ceremony.  The  stars  are  coiusidted 
in  every  stop,  and  .^liould  the  bridegroom's  horoscope  differ  from 
the  bride's,  his  younger  brother  may  act  as  his  proxy  at  the  cer- 
emony. The  whole  Buddhaical  ritual  is  a  tedious  succession  of 
formalities,  entails  enormous  expenses,  and  can  not  be  followed 
by  the  poor.  To  those  of  low  caste  it  is  positively  forbidden, 
even  if  they  are  rich  enough  to  meet  the  outlay,  and  with  these 
marriage  is  limited  to  a  simple  agreement  between  the  parents  of 
the  young  couple. 

Among  the  Kandians  polyandrism  prevails  to  a  great  extent,  a 
matron  of  high  ciiste  being  sometimes  the  wife  of  eight  brothers. 
The  people  justify  this  custom  upon  several  grounds:  among  the 
rich,  because  it  prevents  litigation,  saves  property  from  mmute 
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subdiviaion,  and  concentrates  family  influence;  with  the  poor,  be- 
cause it  reduces  expenses,  and  frequently  where  one  brother  could 
not  alone  maintain  a  wife  and  family,  the  assoeiatiou  of  several 
can  command  tlie  means.  This  plurality  of  husbands  is  not  neces- 
sarily confined  to  brothers,  for  a.  inau  may,  with  his  wife's  con- 
sent, introilucc  a  stranger,  who  is  called  an  "associated  husbaufl," 
and  is  entitled  to  all  marital  rights.  This  practice  does  not  ex- 
tend bevoud  the  proviiK^^  of  Kaiidy,  although  it  was  formerly 
prevalent  throughout  the  maritime  districts  ol'thc  island. 

Anotlier  Kandian  peculiarity  was  a  kind  of  marriage  called 
"Bema,''  in  which  ttur  husband  lived  at  his  wife's  house.  Ue  re- 
ceived but  littk-  R'spcct  from  his  relations,  and  could  be  ejected  at 
once  if  unpopular.  There  is  an  ancient  proverb  in  reference  to 
this  diibious  arrangement,  which  says  that  a  man  married  acc<jrd- 
ing  to  the  Bema  process  should  only  take  to  his  bride's  house  a 
piiir  of  sandals  to  protect  his  feel,  a  jjalm  leaf  to  shield  his  head,  a 
staff  to  8uj)]iort  him  if  sick,  and  a  lantern  in  case  ht*  .*lionld  be  ex- 
pelled in  the  dark,  so  that  he  may  be  picpared  to  depart,  at  Jiny 
hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

In  Ceylon,  women  frequently  seek  for  divon-es  for  the  nio.st  triv- 
ial causes,  and  as  separation  can  be  altjiined  by  a  mere  return  of 
the  marriage  gifts,  it  oflen  takes  place.  If  a  child  is  born  within 
nine  months  from  tliis  sepaiatiun,  tin-  husband  is  n-ijuired  to  sup- 
port it  fur  three  years.  If  a  married  wmnan  conimits  adultery, 
and  the  husband  is  a  witness,  he  may  kill  her  lover.  When  a 
man  puts  aviray  his  wife  on  account  of  an  intrigue,  In-  may  disin- 
herit her  imd  the  whole  of  her  offspnng,  even  if  the  latter  were 
bom  before  anj'  crime  had  been  committed  by  their  mother.  Khe 
Becks  a  divorce  from  caprice,  hi'  mu.st  n'linqnisli  all  his  wife's 
proj>erty,  and  share  with  her  whatever  may  liave  accumulated 
during  their  cohabitation.  The  Singhalcsi'  do  not  always  exercise 
their  privileges,  but  are  frequently  indulgi-nt  husbands,  and  forgive 
offenses  which  most  j)eo]»le  hold  unpardonable.  In  jinnif  of  this, 
a  Kandian  asked  the  British  authorities  to  compel  the  return  of 
an  unfaithful  wife,  pleading  )iis  love  for  her,  ami  promi.sing  to  for- 
get her  frailty.  English  jurisdiction  did  not  extend  so  far  iis  this, 
and  the  woman  coolly  turned  her  back  upon  her  hu.sband  and  ac- 
companied her  paramour,  whom  she  srvjn  after  de.'ierted  for  a  third 
partner.  Many  instances  of  this  kind  have  induced  the  native 
poeta  to  produce  a  number  of  satirical  effusions  upon  woman's  in- 
constancy, and  a  traveler  translates  the  following  sjiecimen : 
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•Pve  seen  the  adunibm-tree  in  flowtr,  wliite  plumage  on  the  crow, 
And  fixhes*  footsteps  on  the  dceji  have  uaeed  through  ebb  and  flow  ;' 
If  man  it  is  who  thus  asserts,  his  words  you  may  believe, 
But  all  that  woman  says,  distrust ;  she  speaks  but  to  deceive." 

To  (uitlirsUiiiii  tlic  tiivit  clause,  it  will  be  uecessarv  t')  icineniber 
that  the  adumbra  is  a  kind  of  fig-tree,  and  the  natives  assert  that 
no  mortiil  has  ever  seen  it  in  bloom. 

Infanticide  was  at  one  time  common  in  Ceylon,  and  all  female 
children,  except  the  first-born,  were  liable  to  be  sacrificed,  espe- 
cially if  burn  under  ;i  malignant  planet;  but  latterly  the  British 
government  Imve  denoujiced  the  crime  as  miinler,  and  punished 
it  accordingly.  This  has  had  the  effect  of  gradually  abolishing  it, 
and  the  jKipulation  hius  incrciised  in  consequence. 

The  social  condition  of  the  Singhalese  women  is  not  so  degraded 
as  in  other  parts  of  the  East,  but  their  moral  character  does  not 
correspond.  Profligacy  is  prevalent.  Ojxni  and  acknowledged 
prostitution  is  rare,  excepting  in  the  .sca-p<.)rt  towns,  aaid  of  its  ex- 
tent there  we  have  no  reliable  particulars.  Under  the  Kandiau 
dynasty  a  common  harlot  had  her  hair  and  ears  cut  off,  and  was 
publicly  whipped  in  a  state  of  nudity. 


ULTRA   GANGETIC   NATIONS. 

In  this  division  we  include  the  immense  tract  lying  between 
Hindostan  and  China.  Although  these  countries  present  some 
variety  of  customs  and  degrees  of  progress,  yet,  generally  speak- 
ing, their  manners  are  uniform.  la  all,  the  condition  of  women  is 
extremely  low.  They  are  held  in  contempt,  are  taught  to  abase 
themselves  in  their  own  minds,  and  employ  their  license  by  de- 
grachug  themselves  still  farther.  The  effect  of  Asiatic  despotism 
is  plainly  visible :  every  man  is  the  king's  serf^  and  the  support 
of  the  community  devolves  upon  the  women,  who,  in  Coc-hin  Chi- 
na especially,  plow,  sow,  reap,  fell  trees,  build,  and  perform  all  the 
other  offices  civilization  assigns  to  the  stronger  sex. 

The  marriage  contract  is  a  mere  bargain.  A  man  buys  his 
wife,  ami  may  extend  his  purchas<.'s  as  far  as  he  pleases,  the  first 
bought  being  usually  the  chief  A  simple  agreement  before  wit- 
nesses seals  the  union,  which  can  lie  dissolved  with  ecpial  facility, 
the  only  requisite  in  Ctxrhin  China  being  to  bretik  a  chopstick  or 
porcupine  quill  in  presence  of  a  third  person.  A  man  has  also 
the  privilege  of  selling  his  inferior  wives. 

The  unmarried  women  are  almost  universally  unchaste,  and  do 
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not  incur  infamy  or  lo.st«  tin*  i-hfincc  nl'  marriage  by  prostituting 
themselves.  Custom  nliows  n  lalber  tu  yield  his  daughkT  ici  any 
visitor  he  may  wish  to  honor,  or  to  hire  her  for  a  stipulaiinl  price 
to  any  oni'  desirous  of  her  company,  and  she  ha.s  no  j>ower  to  re- 
sist the  arrangement,  although  she  can  not  be  married  against  her 
will. 

A  wife  is  considered  sacred,  more  aa  the  properly  of  her  hus- 
band than  from  respect  to  her  cliastity.  The  theory  of  the  law 
is,  that  a  man's  harem  can  not  be  invaded,  even  by  the  king  him- 
self; but  Asiatic  absolutism  was  never  famed  for  its  adherence  to 
law  when  |)ei-sonyl  interest  was  in  the  other  scale,  and  there  is  but 
little  exception  in  this  c^ise. 

Adultery  is  punLsbcd  in  Siani  by  fine,  and  in  Cochin  China  by 
death.  In  Burniah  executions  of  females  are  very  ^;ln^  but  they 
are  disciplined  with  the  aid  of  the  bamboo,  husbands  sometimes 
flogging  their  wives  in  the  open  streets. 

Although  professed  prostitutes  exist  in  large  numbere  through- 
out the  region,  still  there  are  not  so  many  a.s  might  be  exjiected, 
because  no  single  woman  is  required  to  be  chaste.  Little  is  known 
of  their  habits,  peculiarities,  or  position,  except  that  in  Siam  they 
are  incapacitated  from  giving  evidence  before  a  justice.  This  re- 
striction dws  not  seem  to  ari.se  from  a  consideration  of  their  im- 
morality, but  from  local  prejudices,  and  the  disability  under  which 
they  labor  is  also  extt-nded  to  braziers  and  blacksmiths. 

CELEBES. 

Leaving  the  A.siatic  Continent  for  a  short  time,  we  will  now  ex- 
amine the  i^ondition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Celebes.  This  island  is 
noticed  here  rather  than  with  Java,  Sumatin,  and  Boraeo,  which 
are  included  in  the  list  ol' barbarous  nations,  because  it  enjoys  a 
considerable  degree  of  civilization,  and  in  its  j>olitical  and  social 
state  is  far  in  advance  of  other  countries  of  the  Indian  ArchifH'la- 
go.  The  idea  of  freedom  is  recognized  in  its  public  system,  and 
its  institutions  have  assumed  a  rt'publican  form. 

Women  are  not  excluded  from  their  share  in  public  business; 
and  though  their  influence  is  usually  indirect,  their  counsel  is 
sought  by  the  men  on  all  imjwrtant  occasions.  In  Wajo,  they  are 
not  oidy  elected  to  the  throne,  or,  rather,  t!ie  pn-sidential  chair,  but 
also  often  fill  the  great  offiees  of  state.  Four  out  of  the  six  coun- 
cilors are  frequently  females. 

Their  domestic  condition,  to  some  extent.  corresj>ond.«  with  their 
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political  privileges.  The  wife  has  the  uncontrolled  mauagemeut 
of  her  household,  eating  with  her  husband,  and  mingling  freely 
with  the  other  .sex  on  public  or  festival  occasions.  The  womou 
ride  about,  transact  busine-ss,  and  even  visit  foreigners  as  they 
pleasi',  and  their  chastity  i.s  better  guarded  by  the  sense  of  honor 
and  the  pride  of  virtue,  than  by  the  jealousy  of  husbands  or  the 
.surveillana>  of  parentis. 

This  is  the  bright  side  of  the  picture.  For  the  reverse,  we  find 
the  barbarian  practice  of  polygamy,  which  i.s  iitiiversally  penuitted, 
under  certain  rt'strictious.  The  moat  important  of  these  is  that 
two  wives  seldom  inhabit  the  same  house;  each  has  usually  a 
separattf  dwelling.  The  men  can  easily  procure  a  divorce,  and,  if 
the  wish  to  separate  is  mutual,  nothing  remains  but  to  do  m^  as 
quickly  as  possible.  If  the  woman  alone  desires  to  be  released 
from  the  matrimonial  Iwnd,  she  must  produce  a  reasonable  ground 
of  complaint.  Coiu'ubinagc  is  rarely  practiced,  although  some 
man  may  take  a  woman  of  inferior  rank  as  a  companion  until  he 
can  marry  a  girl  whasi-  birth  equals  his  own. 

The  morals  of  both  men  nmX  women  arc  siijjerior  to  those  of 
any  other  race  in  eastern  or  western  Asia.  Prostitution  is  all  but 
unknown.  The  dancing  girls  are  generally  admitt<.'d  to  be  of  easy 
virtue,  but  even  they  pres(^rve  decorum  in  their  manners,  and 
dre.ss  with  great  decency,  although  their  public  performances  are 
of  a  lascivious  nature. 


CHINA. 

In  the  immense  empire  of  China  a  general  uniformity  of  man- 
ners is  oij.servahle,  for  its  civilization  ha.s  been  cast  in  a  mould 
fashioned  by  dejipotisni,  and  the  iron  discipline  of  its  government 
forces  all  to  yield.  There  is  great  re}is<jn  to  believe  that  prosti- 
tution tbrms  no  exception  to  the  rule.  We  know  that  a  remark- 
able system  exists,  that  frail  women  abound  in  the  Celestial  Em- 
pire, and  form  a  distinct  class.  We  know  something  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  live,  and  how  or  by  whom  they  are  encour- 
aged, but  no  traveler  has  as  yet  given  any  lucid  account  of  the 
vice  and  its  eonnertion.s.  and  our  comparatively  meagre  knowl- 
edge is  drawn  from  u  multiplicity  of  sources. 

The  general  condition  of  the  female  sex  in  China  is  inferior  to 
the  male,  and  the  precepts  and  examples  of  Confucius  have  taught 
the  people  that  the  {(inner  wen!  created  for  the  <'onvenienceof  the 
latter.     Feminine  virtue  is  severely  guarded  by  the  law ;  not  for 
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the  sake  of  virtue,  but  for  the  well-being  of  the  state  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  meu.  But  national  morality,  iuculcuted  by  codes,  es- 
says, and  poems,  is,  in  fact,  a  dead  letter,  for  the  ChinesK.'  rank 
among  the  most  immoral  jx-uple  on  the  eajtk.  The  inferiority  of 
women  is  recognized  in  their  politics,  which  embrace  the  spirit  of 
the  Salic  law.  The  throne  can  be  ix;ciipietl  ojily  by  a  man,  and 
an  illegitimate  son  is  more  respected  than  a  legitiTiiafc  dinightcr. 

The  paternal  government  of  China  has  not  failed  to  legislate  on 
the  subject  of  marriage.  In  this  contract  the  inclinations  of  the 
parties  themselves  arc  practically  ignored;  parental  autliorit}'  is 
supreme,  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  weddings  to  take  pdace  between 
persons  who  have  never  seen  each  other  before  the  union.  Match- 
nifiking  is  followed  as  a  profession  by  some  old  women,  who  are 
remunerated  when  they  succeed.  When  two  families  commence 
a  negotitition  of  this  kind,  all  particulars  arc  required  to  be  fully 
exphiiiicd  on  both  sides,  so  that  no  deceit  can  be  practiced.  The 
engagement  is  then  drawn,  and  the  amount  of  ]ire.senfs  agreed  on. 
This  contract  is  irrevrxmble.  If  the  friends  of  the  girl  desire  to 
break  oil"  the  match,  the  one  who  hud  niuljority  to  di.sj>ose  of  her 
receives  fitty  strokes  of  the  bamboo,  and  the  marriage  ]>roc«*eds. 
If  the  bridegrcKim,  or  the  ft-i^Tid  who  controls  him  is  di.s.satisfied, 
he  receives  the  same  puuishiaciit,  ami  uiu.-<l,  I'lihill  his  engagement. 
If  either  of  the  parties  is  incontinent  after  betrothal,  the  crime  is 
punished  iis  adultery.  If  any  deceit  has  been  jtnicticcd,  and  either 
person  h;is  falsely  represented  the  party  about  to  be  married,  the 
offender  is  severely  punished,  and  the  marriage  is  void,  even  if 
completed.  In  spite  of  all  precautions,  such  instances  sometimes 
occur.  It  must  br  noticed  tliat,  though  betrothal  binds  a  woman 
positively  to  her  future  husbund,  yet  be  can  not  lorce  her  from 
her  friends  beforc  the  stijmlated  time  has  expired,  nor  can  they 
retain  her  beyond  the  as.signed  day. 

Polygamy  is  allowed  under  certain  restrictions.  The  first  wife 
is  usually  chosen  from  a  fondly  I'fjual  in  station  to  that  of  the  hus- 
band, and  acquires  all  the  rights  and  privijegt's  which  belong  to  a 
chief  wife  in  any  Asiatic  country.  The  man  may  then  fcike  as 
many  more  women  .'is  he  can  afford  to  keep,  but  th&se  are  inferior 
in  rank  to  the  first  married,  although  the  children  have  a  contin- 
gent claim  to  the  inheritance.  This  prisition,  if  it  brings  no  posi- 
tive honor,  brings  little  f<hame.  It  is  s;inctioned  by  usage,  but 
w.xs  originally  condemned  by  strict  monilists,  who  designated  the 
arrangement  by  a  word  compounded  of  crime  and  woman.     It  is 
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a  position  which  only  a  potir  ov  liumble  woman  will  consent  to 
occupy.  A  national  proverb  says,  "  It  is  more  honorable  ta  be  the 
wife  of  a  pour  man  than  the  concubine  of  an  emperor."  The  so- 
cial rule  which  makes  all  subsequent  vs-ivea  subordinate  to  the 
one  first  married  may  probably  have  had  some  eftect  in  forming 
this  opinion. 

The  Chinese  system  is  rigid  as  to  the  degrees  of  consanguinity 
between  which  marriage  may  be  contracted.  In  ancient  times  the 
reverse  of  this  seems  to  have  been  the  rule,  and  Iradiliou  .says  that 
much  immorality  was  the  result  The  law  now  prohibits  all  un- 
ions between  persf>ns  of  the  sjune  family  name,  and  is  attended 
with  some  inconvenience,  because  the  number  of  proper  names  is 
small.  If  such  a  marriage  is  contracted,  it  is  declared  void,  and 
the  parties  are  punished  by  blows  and  a  fine.  If  the  couple  are 
previously  related  by  marriage  within  four  degrees,  the  union  is 
declared  incestuous,  and  the  offenders  are  punished  with  the  bam- 
boo, or,  in  extreme  case.s,  by  stran^'ling  or  decapitation. 

Not  only  are  the  degrees  of  relationship  delinitely  .specified,  but 
the  union  of  classoa  is  under  restriction.  An  officer  of  govern- 
ment mu.st  not  marry  into  a  family  under  his  jurisdiction,  or,  if  he 
does,  is  subject  to  a  heavy  punislinient;  the  same  being  accorded 
to  the  girl's  relations  if  they  have  voluntarily  aided  him,  but  they 
are  exempt  if  their  submission  was  the  result  of  his  authority. 
To  marry  a  woman  absconding  from  justice  is  prohibited.  To 
forcibly  wed  a  freeman's  daughter  subjects  the  offender  to  stran- 
gulatii  m.  An  officer  of  government,  or  any  hereditary  functionary, 
who  niiirrii's  a  woman  of  a  ilisreputnble  class,  receives  sixty  strokes 
of  the  bamlK)o,  and  the  same  moditmm  awaits  any  priest  who  mar- 
ries at  all,  he  Vwing  also  expelled  from  his  order.  Slaves  and  free 
persons  are  forbidden  to  intermarry.  Tlu^ie  who  connive  at  an 
illegal  union  are  considered  criminals,  and  puni.shed  accordingly. 

According  to  Chine.st'  law,  any  one  of  seven  specified  causes  are 
allowed  t<j  jasti(y  divorct-,  namely,  barrenness,  his<Mviou.*ness,  liis- 
regard  of  the  husband's  jiarents,  talkativeness  (!),  thievish  propen- 
.sitie,-*,  an  envious,  suspicious  temper,  or  inveterate  infirmity. 
Against  these  the  woman  has  three  pleas,  any  one  of  which,  if 
subsumtiated,  will  annul  the  husband's  application.  They  are, 
tliat  she  ha.s  mourned  throe  years  for  her  husband's  family:  that 
the  family  has  become  rich,  having  bt>en  poor  at  the  time  of  mar- 
riage; or,  that  she  has  no  father  or  mother  living  to  receive  her. 
These  are  useless  when  she  has  wimmitted  adultery,  in  which  case 
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her  husband  is  positively  forbidden  to  retain  her,  but  under  other 
circumstances  they  present  a  check  to  his  caprice.  In  case.s  of 
adultery,  a  man  may  kill  both  his  wife  and  her  paramour  if  he  de- 
tect them  and  execute  hLs  vengeance  forthwith,  but  he  must  not 
put  her  to  death  for  any  other  crime.  In  the  same  connection 
may  be  mentioned  a  law  denouncing  severe  penalties  on  any  man 
who  lends  his  wife  or  daughter.  This  is  not  an  obsolete  enact- 
ment against  an  unknown  offense,  for  instances  do  sometimes  oc- 
cur of  poor  men  .selling  their  wives  as  concubines  to  their  richer 
neighbors,  while  others  prostitute  them  for  gain. 

From  this  view  of  the  social  c<mdition  of  women  and  the  laws 
of  marriage,  it  is  necessary  to  pass  to  a  subject  which  has  given 
China  an  unenviable  notoriety,  namely,  the  custom  of  infanti- 
cide. Two  cau.Hes  appear  to  have  encouraged  this  practice:  the 
poverty  of  the  lower  clas.st'S,  and  the  severity  of  the  laws  re-.spect- 
ing  illicit  sexual  intercourse.  The  former  is  the  principal  cause. 
When  the  parents  are  so  indigent  as  to  have  no  hope  of  main- 
taining their  children,  the  daughters  are  murdered,  lor  a  son  can 
earn  his  living  in  a  few  years,  and  assist  his  parents  in  addition. 
Among  this  class  the  birth  of  a  female  is  viewed  as  a  ailamity. 
Several  methods  arc  adopted  to  destroy  the  child.  It  may  l)e 
drowned  in  warm  water,  its  throat  may  be  pinched,  a  wet  cloth 
may  be  pressed  over  its  mouth,  it  may  be  choked  with  rice,  or  it 
may  1>e  buried  alive. 

When  Mr.  Smith,  a  missionary,  was  in  the  suburbs  of  Canton 
in  1844,  he  made  many  inquiries  as  to  the  extent  of  infanticide. 
A  native  assured  him  that,  within  a  circle  of  teti  miles'  radius,  the 
children  killed  each  year  ux)uldnote:cceed  finhioidfed.  In  Fokien 
province  the  crime  was  more  general,  and  iit  :i  place  called  Kea 
King  Chow  there  were  computed  to  bv  from  livi-  In  si.\  hundred 
cases  every  month.  A  foundling  hospital  at  Cauion  was  named 
as  preventing  much  of  the  crime,  but  it  seems  to  have  received 
only  five  hundred  infants  yearly ;  but  a  very  small  ]>roj)ortion  of 
the  births.  The  Chinese  generally  confess  that  infanticide  is  prac- 
ticed throughout  the  empire,  and  is  regarded  as  an  iniKjcent  and 
prop<^r  e.vpedieiit  for  lightening  the  presstire  of  j)overty.  It  is  not 
wholly  confined  to  the  poor;  the  rich  resort  to  it  to  conceal  their 
amours.  The  laws  punish  illicit  intercourse  with  from  seventy  to 
one  hundred  strokes  of  the  baml>oo.  If  a  child  is  born,  its  sup- 
port devolves  upon  the  father ;  but  in  cases  where  the  connection 
htis  been  concealed,  this  evidence  is  usuallv  de.Htroved. 
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Prostitution  prevails  to  a  prodigious  extent  "  Seduction  and 
adultery,"  says  Williams,  in  his  Survey  of  the  Chinese  Empire, 
'•are  comparatively  infrequent,  but  brothels  and  their  inmates 
are  found  every  where,  on  land  and  water.  One  ilanger  attend- 
ing young  girls  walking  alone  is  that  they  will  be  stolen  for  in- 
carceration in  these  gates  ol'  hell."  This  allusion  may  be  explained 
by  the  fact  that  in  1832  there  were  from  eight  to  ten  thousand 
prostitutes  in  and  near  Canton,  of  whom  the  greater  portion  had 
been  stolen  while  chiklren,  and  regularly  trained  for  this  life. 
Many  kidnappers  gained  a  living  by  stealing  young  girls  and 
selling  them  to  the  brothels,  and  in  times  of  want  parents  have 
been  known  to  lead  their  daughters  through  the  streets  and  oft'er 
them  (or  sal(\  A  recent  visitor  to  Canton  describes  the  sale  of 
children  as  an  every-day  affair,  which  is  looked  upon  as  a  simple 
mercantile  transaction.  Some  are  disposed  of  for  concubines,  but 
olhei-s  are  deliberately  bartered  tu  be  brought  up  as  prostitutes, 
and  are  transferred  at  once  to  the  brothels. 

Of  Chinese  houses  of  prostitution  we  have  no  particular  de- 
scription, but  one  singular  feature  is  the  brothel  junks,  which  are 
moorL'd  in  conspicuous  stations  on  the  Pearl  River,  and  are  distin- 
giii.shed  by  their  superior  decorations.  Many  of  them  are  called 
''  Flower  Boats,"  and  form  whole  avenues  in  the  floating  suburbs 
of  Canton.  The  women  lead  a  life  of  reckless  extravagance, 
plun«ring  into  all  the  excitements  which  are  offered  by  their  mode 
of  liti'  to  release  themselves  from  ennui  or  reflection.  Diseases 
are  very  prevalent  among  them,  and  visitors  suffer  severely  for 
their  temporary  pleasures.  They  are  usually  congregated  in 
troops,  under  the  government  of  a  man  who  is  answerable  for 
their  conduct,  or  for  any  violation  of  public  peace  or  decency. 
The  last  can  scarcely  be  considered  an  offense,  for  the  Chinese 
make  a  display  of  their  visits  to  brothels.  Persons  pass  to  and 
from  the  Flower  Boats  without  any  attempt  at  concealment,  and 
rich  men  sometimes  make  up  a  party,  send  to  one  of  the  junks, 
retain  as  many  women  as  they  wish,  and  collectively  pass  the 
time  in  debauch  and  litventiousness. 

Thi.<  is  not  the  only  form  prostitution  assumes  in  China.  Wom- 
en of  the  poorer  classes,  whose  friends  are  not  able  to  provide  for 
them,  are  lodged  in  prison  under  the  care  of  female  warders,  and 
these  employ  their  prisoners  in  prostitution  for  their  benefit.  An 
incident  which  Occurred  at  Shenshee  a  few  years  since  reveals  an- 
other phase.     A  young  widow  resided  there  with  her  mother-in- 
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law,  both  being  supported  by  tht-  prostitution  of  the  fomier.  Her 
charms  failt'd,  she  was  (lesetn.efl  by  her  visitors,  and  starvation 
seemed  inevitable.  The  old  woman  would  not  recognize  her 
daughter's  inability  to  sujiport  her,  :ind  Hogged  her.  The  prosti- 
tute, in  attempting  self-delen.se,  killed  her  mother.  She  was  con- 
victed of  the  crime,  but,  as  the  victim  had  acted  illegally  in  endeav- 
oring to  Ibrcc  her  to  pro.stitution,  the  sentence  of  the  court,  which 
bad  ordered  her  to  be  hewn  to  pieces,  was  commuted  into  decap- 
itation. 

As  before  renmrkcd,  it  is  iiuich  to  be  regretted  that  we  have 
not  mon'  reliable  lufbrmation  of  the  vice,  which  is  acknowledged 
to  be  all  but  universal  in  China.' 

'  Sin«!  thu  prccfJinp  jiaraKraplB  were  written,  the  opurations  of  llie  Allied 
Powers  aKftinsl  China,  anc)  the  cnfituTe  of  Canlun,  have  j^ven  Home  farther  iiisicht 
into  the  domestic  eeonomy  of  thl<  |)eo|ile.  The  sijecial  com's|ioiiilent  of  the  lyonilna 
Tallies,  writinj!  from  Hon);  Konp,  Fehmary  22,  1  tt-IH,  tliiia  ileseribes  Chinese  holidays : 

"  During  the  enlne  ncti:  all  Cliina  lias  hoen  explodinii  crackers,  and  Hoiik  Koti); 
has  been  celehratinp  its  '  Isihiniaii  iiiiiiics.'  Toward  the  elose  of  the  three  daj>  of 
festivity  the  Cfiincse  holiday  Iwiame  idimot  exoiiiii);.  If  they  had  kept  up  half  as 
sbar))  B  fire  hi  Canton  on  the  '.".Ith  of  DeoemlH-r  iis  thoy  did  on  the  14th  of  Febru- 
ary, wc  shoulil  ui-ver  have  not  over  tile  walls  with  a  less  Ions  than  'AH)  men.  The 
gtreeti*  Ixiih  of  Cuiiton  and  Hoiip  Konj:  were  [lilod  wiili  myriads  of  exploded  cracker 
curcasiies.  In  Hont'  Konp,  where  I  passed  the  Ian  ilay  of  thi'se  festivities,  prtve 
men  and  sedate  children  were  from  iiiorniu;;  till  midiiij-lit  hanirini;  stiinps  of  these 
noisy  ihiiiKs  from  iheir  biUeonies,  and  |«.'r|)etnally  renewinR  them  as  they  exploded. 
The  siuK-sonp  women,  in  their  rich,  handsome  dresses,  were  screechiup  their  shrill 
Donps,  and  'wanpinp  their  Iwo-striuped  lutes  on  every  veranda  in  the  Chinese 
quarter,  while  the  lords  of  creation,  aiksembled  at  a  round  (able,  were  cramming 
the  day-louc  rejiast.  The  women — hired  sinpinj;  women  of  not  doubtful  rejinta- 
tion — in  the  inter^-als  of  their  music,  take  their  seats  at  the  table  opposite  the  men. 
They  do  not  eat,  but  their  business  beinp  to  pnimotc  the  conviviality  iif  the  feast, 
they  challeuf^  the  men  to  the  pamshu  cu|),  and  drink  with  them.  It  is  astouishinK 
to  see  what  a  quantily  of  diluted  samshn  these  painted  and  brocaded  she-Celestialt 
can  drink  without  any  apparent  eH'cct.  Ever  and  anon  one  of  the  <'i>mpany  retire* 
to  a  couch  and  takes  at)  opium  l>i|>e,  and  then  returns  and  reiommences  hh  meal. 
I  was  invited  to  one  of  these  feast*;  the  dishes  were  excellent,  hut  it  Ia.stcd  till  I 
loathed  the  siphi  of  food.  I  believe  the  Chinese  s|M'nd  fabnloiis  sum.-  in  these  en- 
tertainments;  the  sinp-sonp  women  are  often  brouphi  from  dLsianiVs,  and  are  cer- 
tainly chosen  with  some  discriminaiiun.  They  are  an  imitation  of  the  Chinese 
lady,  and.  as  the  Chinese  lady  has  no  education  and  no  duties,  the  dift'erence  be- 
tween the  jmor  sinp-sonp  pirl  and  the  |H)or  abject  wife  Is  probably  not  observable  in 
a|i|icarance  or  manner.  The  dress  is  particularly  modest  and  Ix-cominp.  They  all 
have  preat  <|uantitit»  of  black  hair.  If  they  would  let  It  fall  disheveled  down  iheir 
backs  as  the  Manilla  women  do,  they  wouUl  he  m»rc  picluresipie,  hut  net  formal 
and  decent,  a.'  China  is,  even  in  it.s  wantonness.  The  Chinawoman's  hair  is  putnmed 
and  built  up  into  a  structure  rather  rescnililinp  a  linpe  t)al-iron,  and  the  cdil^ce  is 
adorned  with  combs,  and  jew<'ls.  and  tluwers,  urraiiped  with  a  certain  taste.  Ad 
embroidered  blue  silk  tunic  reaches  from  her  chin  nearly  tu  her  ankles.     Below  (he 
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The  recent  connection  established  by  American  enterprise  with 
the  semi-fabulous  empire  uf  Japau  (the  Zipangi  of  Columbus) 
makes  tbc  institutions  of  that  country  more  than  usually  interest- 
ing. From  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  Dutch  and  Jesuit  writers 
to  the  present  time,  we  know  that  the  Japanese,  like  the  Chinese, 
have  attiiiiied  a  high  degree  of  ci\'ilization,  and  among  lx)th,  the 
vices  which,  in  the  present  experience  of  mankind,  seem  the  ac- 
companiments of  that  improvement,  have  been  developed  in  a 
remarkable  degree. 

Among  savage  tribes  female  honor  is  held  in  very  httle  esteem ; 
the  woman  is  merely  property.  As  we  advance  in  the  scale  of 
intelligence  they  take  higher  grade,  and  virtue  and  modesty  are 
more  cherished.  Our  iuformaliou  concerning  Japan  is,  even  yet, 
comparatively  limited,  but  no  circumstance  of  ita  ordinary  life 
seems  more  clear  than  that  female  virtue  among  the  higher  classes 
is  much  valued,  and  that,  at  the  same  time,  there  is  an  enormous 
extent  of  public  prostitution,  in  which  men  of  all  ranks  indulge. 

The  Jesuit  Charleroix,  Koempfer,  Adams,  and  some  Dutch 
writers,  have  given  accounts  of  Japau  from  the  sixteenth  century 
to  the  present  time.  Like  most  Orienttd  nations,  the  manners 
and  habits  of  the  Japanese  have  undergone  so  little  change,  that 
the  practiee-s  of  a  century  ago  are  the  fashions  of  to-day.  The 
most  recent  traveler  (for  those  who  composed  Commodore  Perry's 
expedition  can  hardly  be  said  to  come  under  that  denomination) 
is  Captain  Golownin,  and  he  had  opportunities  for  close  observa- 
tion not  equaled  since  the  times  of  the  early  writers.  He  was 
commander  of  the  Russian  sloop-of-war  Diana,  and  visited  the 
Japanese  empire  in  1811.  Having  paid  a  visit  of  ceremony 
ashore,  he  was  induced,  by  the  duplicity  of  the  Japanese,  who  are 

tnnlc  appeiir  the  (fay  trowsere,  wmupht  with  pold  or  silver  thrc«d ;  the  iiutep  planc- 
inp  tbrouRh  the  thin,  white  silk  atockinps,  and  a  very  small  foot  (whi-n  left  to  na- 
ture the  Chiitesc  have  beautiful  feet  and  hands)  in  a  rich  slip|ier,  with  a  tremen- 
douM  white  aole  in  form  of  an  inverted  jiyramid.  In  these  sinp-sonK  irirls  you  le* 
the  original  of  the  ChinL-se  ijietHre-. — the  painted  faees,  the  bigh-arelied,  |)encile<l 
eyebrows,  the  small,  round  mouth,  the  rather  full  and  sliphtly  sensual  lip,  naturally 
or  artifieially  of  a  deep  vermilion,  the  lonp,  slil-sha|M-d,  half  closed  eyes,  suppestivo 
of  indolence  and  slyness.  What  the  voluble  and  Jocose  conversation  addressed  t* 
them  by  the  men  may  mean  I  can  not  tell,  but  their  manners  are  quite  decent, 
their  re|ilies  arc  short  and  rcsen'cd,  and  ever}'  pestnre,  or  song,  or  cup  of  sanuha 
Menu  lo  be  regulated  by  a  known  ceremonial," 
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adepts  in  all  the  political  arts  of  lyiii^f  aud  liypoorisy,  to  trust  hini- 
eelf  in  their  hands  a  second  time  without  arras  or  escort.  The 
Japanese  had  an  old  grudge  to  settle  with  the  Russians  on  ac- 
count of  injuries  done  them  by  certain  individuals  of  that  nation, 
and  took  the  opjwrtunity  of  rendering  a  >juu/  prv  (^i/c  by  entrap- 
ping the  unlucky  Golownin,  who  was  thus  made  prisoner.  He 
was  treated  at  first  with  much  indignity  and  severity  ;  afterwai-d 
with  more  indulgence,  but  did  not  regain  his  liberty  for  upward 
of  two  years. 

The  Japanese  can  marry  only  one  wife,  bitt  have  as  many  con- 
cubines as  tliey  please.  The  precise  value  of  the  distinction  is 
not  readily  appreciated,  as  the  concubine  does  not  lose  caste  by 
her  position.  There  are  great  facilities  of  divorce,  and  without 
cause  shown  ;  but  a  gentleman  who  exercises  this  privilege  loses 
his  character  as  a  husband,  and  can  only  procure  another  wife  or 
additional  concubines  by  [uiying  a  large  price  to  IjIs  father-in-law. 
Adultery  is  punished  with  death,  either  hy  law  or  at. the  hands 
of  the  husband.  Japanese  husbands  are  represented  as  jealous, 
and  as  keeping  their  wives  and  women  in  strict  aei'lu.-iion.  This 
strictness  is  rela.xed  in  the  eases  of  the  middle  and  jxxuvr  classes, 
the  necessities  of  the  household  removing  those  artificial  obliga- 
tions imposed  on  t!ie  higher  ranks  by  pride  or  fashion.  But  even 
the  women  of  the  humbler  ranks  do  not  converse  with,  or  even 
speak  to  strangers,  unless  in  the  presence  of  their  husbands. 

An  anecdote  is  told  in  Adams's  narrative  which  st>mewhat  re- 
Bembles  that  oi'  Lucrelta  in  Roman  historj',  and  which  would  im- 
ply great  self-respect  among  the  high  caste  of  Japanese  ladies. 
A  nobleman  made  dishonorable  advances  toward  a  lady  of  rank 
during  her  hu.sband's  absence  on  a  journey,  and,  notwithstanding 
a  repillse  from  her,  seized  an  opportunity  to  gratify  his  passion  by 
violence.  On  tJie  husV>and's  return  the  wife  treated  him  with  re- 
serve, and  declined  any  explanation  of  her  singular  cundurt,  which, 
however,  she  promised  to  aflford  at  a  banquet  to  be  given  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Accordingly,  during  the  feast,  at  which  the  author 
of  the  outrage  was  present,  when  the  guests  had  satisfied  their  ap- 
petites, the  lady  made  her  appearance.  She  told  her  husband  and 
his  friends  what  liad  happened,  denounced  herself  as  unworthy  to 
live,  received  the  caresses  of  lier  husband  and  relations,  Viy  whom, 
however,  she  refused  to  be  comforted,  and  then  leaped  from  the 
parapet  of  the  house,  and  so  killed  herself  Meanwhile  the  crim- 
inal had  escaped;  but  when  the  horror-stricken  guests  rushed  out 
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to  pick  up  the  devoted  wife,  they  I'ound  the  nobleman  weltering 
in  his  own  blood  at  her  side,  lie  had  ripped  himself  up,  the  or- 
dinary way  of  committing  suicide  in  Japan. 

The  Japanese  brothels  are  of  great  splendor,  and  very  numerous- 
ly frequented,  conlaining  thirty,  Ibrty,  fifty,  or  even  a  larger  number 
of  women.  Every  place  of  public  entertainment  or  refreshment 
maintjiins  prostitutes  as  a  pari  of  the  establishment.  On  stopping 
at  a  taveni,  it  is  customary  for  the  courtestms  of  the  house  to  come 
out,  painted  and  bedizened,  and  set  forth  llie  claims  of  their  house  to 
the  traveler's  patronage,  exhibiting  themselves  a-s  one  of  the  items 
of  the  bill  of  fare.  No  village,  however  insignificant,  is  without  one 
or  more  houses  of  ill  fame,  and  there  are  villages  on  much-frequent- 
ed roads,  in  popular  districts,  the  whole  of  whose  female  inhabit- 
ants are  prostitute's.  Two  in  j)ai-ticular,  Agasaki  and  Goy,  are 
thus  described  by  Koempfer.  The  females  are  designated  Keise, 
which  literally  signifies  a  castle  turned  upside  down.  It  is  uncer- 
tain whether  the  govenunent  licenses  these  places,  or  merely  tol- 
erates them.  The  former  is  the  more  j)rol}able,  when  it  is  consid- 
ered that  in  thi-tr  mythology'  they  have  a  goddess  analogous  to 
the  Coriiithiuii  Venus,  in  whose  worship  prostitution  is  a  recog- 
nized part  of  the  ceremony.  Attached  to  the  temple  of  this  im- 
pure deity  tire,  a  large  number  of  priestesses,  six  hundred  or  up- 
vard,  who  all  prostitute  themselves  to  the  worshipers.  Notwith- 
standing tlii-s  large  force,  there  are  constant  offers  to  recruit  the 
ranks  by  young  girls. 

The  extent  of  this  vice,  which  is  universal  throughout  the  em- 
pire, would  cause  it  to  be  taken  as  a  regular  institution  of  Japan- 
Nothing  is  done  sub  rosa.  Courtesans  form  part  of  a  pleasure  par- 
ty ;  parents  sell  their  children  to  brothel-keepers,  or  apprentice 
them  for  a  time  tn  such  places,  and  at  the  expiitition  of  their  term 
they  resume  (it  is  said,  but  this  is  doubtful)  their  places  in  society 
without  any  atum  on  their  reputations.  ITusViands  make  bargains 
for  the  transfer  (jftlieir  wives'  channs,  which  is  a  legitimate  charge 
over  and  above  the  gratuity  to  he  accorded  to  the  lady.  Koemp- 
fer, in  describing  the  prastitute  quarter  of  Nagasaki,  si»ys  it  con- 
sists of  very  handsome  houses.  The  j)oor  people  sell  their  piet- 
tiest  daughters  to  the  brothel-keepers,  who  bring  the  girls  uj)  with 
various  accomplishments.  The  price  of  these  women  is  regulated 
by  hiw,  and  many  of  the  prostitutes  are  enabled  to  abandon  their 
calling,  for  their  good  education  and  agreeable  manners  procure 
them  husbands,  and  in  their  married  condition  they  are  fully  as 
good  ius  otiieis. 
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In  his  lifetime  the  brothel-keeper  is  said  by  some  writers  to 
rank  with  the  skinner  or  tanner,  an  opprobrions  railing,  whih*  oth- 
ers say  he  ranks  with  nierehauts,  iind  his  eonipiuiy  is  not  deemed 
objectionable.  This  latter  statement,  if  true,  may  be  owiiiir  to  the 
circumstane*  that  he  holds  a  government  license.  In  Jii])an,  as  in 
China,  the  crown  is  the  fountain  of  all  distinction,  and  eveiy  gov- 
enmient  official  has  peculiar  privileges  and  a  distinct  position  in 
the  social  scale.  After  his  death,  however,  the  brothfl-ki'i^jier  is 
held  in  great  disesteem.  The  sanctity  of  the  burial-place,  to  which 
particular  reverence  attaches,  would  be  polluted  by  his  unholy 
presence,  ami  his  (hIIoiis  remains  arc  denied  the  rite  of  s<'piilture, 
and  are  liniggcd  in  the  clothes  iu  whicli  he  ilietl  to  a  dunghill, 
there  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beasts  and  birds  of  prey. 

Prostitution  as  a  pubhc  institution  is  said  to  have  l)een  intro- 
duced into  Japan  by  a  certain  warlike  emperor  or  usurjx-r,  who, 
leading  his  troops  from  one  place  to  another  in  the  empire,  feared 
lest,  fi-om  want  of  home  comforts  and  domestic  ties,  tliey  might  be- 
come disgusted  and  abandon  his  .sen-ice.  Acconlingly,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  lawful  enjoyments,  he  had  stations  for  bands  of  prosti- 
tutes at  various  points,  to  tlic  nearest  of  which  he  led  his  fatigued 
soldiers  after  his  engagements. 

Another  statement  as  to  the  origin  of  this  system  is  that,  on  one 
occasion  during  a  revolution,  the  sjiiritual  cmi^ror  having  fled, 
attended  by  his  foster-mother  and  a  numerous  oand  of  female  at- 
tendants, temporary  nuns,  the  emperor  and  his  foster-mother 
drowned  themselves  in  fear  of  capturt-  l>y  the  enemies ;  wheiv 
UjX)n  the  attendant  uun.s,  cut  oft"  from  all  other  resource,  adopted 
libertinism  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  and  this  gave  the  first  public 
example  and  sanction  to  a  reprobate  state  of  life. 

There  are  in  Japan  various  religious  institutions  of  a  character 
similar  to  convents  and  monasteries.  The  vow  of  cehbacy  and 
chastity  is  one  of  the  requisites  of  this  state,  yet,  notwiihsumding 
this  vow,  the  monks  are  described  as  living  very  intemperately, 
seducing  both  women  and  girls,  and  committing  other  shameftd 
enormities.' 

Among  the  mendicant  rehgious  orders  to  which  both  .sexes  be- 
long, the  nuns  are  nmnerous.  They  are  described  as  being  very 
fine-lookhig  women.  They  are  genendly  the  children  of  indigent 
parents,  and  good  looks  are  essentia]  to  success  in  their  calling, 
between  which  and  prostitution  there  seems  no  dift'ereuce  save  in 
Golownin,  vut  iii.  p.  fi2 
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ruuiiu.  Inilee<l,  many  of  ilx-sf  iiioiulioiuit  nuus  go  direct  from  the 
brothel  to  their  new  euiployiiu-ni,  whk-h,  i-ombinmg  Viirioud  quali- 
fications, is  probal)ly  more  luenitivi-. 

We  have  been  unable  u>  Hud  auy  iufuruiation  as  to  the  nature 
or  extent  of  venereal  dise^iae^  if  any,  in  Japan.  Of  iafanticide 
also  we  hiive  no  account 

ConimcKiore  Perry,  in  the  Narrative  of  his  Expedition,  confirma 
the  facts  aV>ve  stated  so  far  as  hiji  opportunities  for  i>bservuiion 
extended.  Ditliiiilties  were  at  first  thrown  in  the  way  of  his  see- 
ing the  Japanese  women,  and  when  he  walked  about  the  inter- 
preters preceded  him,  and,  under  a  show  of  doing  him  honor,  or- 
dered all  the  women  into  their  houses.  Ailerwurd,  on  the  com- 
modore's remonstrance,  the  women  were  allowed  to  make  their 
appearance,  and  their  manners  and  looks  were  not  by  any  means 
unpleaaing.  When  the  olficers  of  the  exjiedition  were  entertained, 
they  sometimes  waited  on  the  party  with  tea,  coffee,  and  other  re- 
freshments. Their  maimers  were  mild,  their  countenances  were 
soft  and  pleasing,  the  only  objectionable  point  about  them  being 
the  al:)ominable  habit  of  blackening  their  teeth  with  a  highly  cor- 
rosive pigment  partly  composed  of  iron  filings  and  a  fermented 
liquor  eallid  saki,  wliicli  alfeeted  the  giuns  very  offensively,  and 
caused  an  apj>ea ranee  and  (Klor  decidedly  unpleasing  to  the  tastes 
of  Western  travelers. 

Tlie  women  orihe  working  classes  were  engaged  in  hard  field 
and  out  «loi>r  labor,  but  not  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  densely 
populated  countries  in  most  parts  of  the  world.  Commodort!  Per- 
ry assumes  that  licentiousness  must  be  prevalent  in  large  cities, 
but  he  bears  his  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  women 
whom  the  people  of  the  exyjedition  met  while  on  shore.' 

The  o{iportunities  of  iiifonnation  and  particular  inquiry  were, 
however,  not  very  great,  owing  to  the  more  important  political 
objects  of  the  visit,  ami  the  not  ver\'  protracted  sU\y  of  the  squad- 
ron in  Jajian, 

Not  content  with  the  excess  of  incontinence  in  which  the  Jap- 
ane.sf  as  a  nsition  indulge,  they  lart:<'ly  pnictico  tmualural  vices, 
and  the  youihr^^^jMM  Kn.to,  which  is  the  peculiar  np- 

l'-  I'r  ^H  celebrated  on  account  of  their 

^  i__ii^  ^1  '  '^''•''  horrid  traffic 

n,  p.  •i»J2. 
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TARTAR    RACKS. 

Central  Asia  is  but  little  known  and  seldom  visited.  Among 
the  most  remarkable  of  its  poopk-  are  the  Kirghiz  Kazaka,  who 
form  a  nation  <>f  shepherds.  They  dwell  in  huts,  or  tein|HjmrT 
habiuitions  of  wicker-work  covered  with  fleeces,  and  are  a  robust, 
hanly  race,  addicted  to  sensual  enjoyments.  Their  manners  as  to 
the  treatment  of  the  ieniale  sex  are  coarse,  but  it  is  curious  to  re- 
mark that,  while  the  men  are  indolent  and  licentious,  the  women 
are  fond  of  exertion,  for  which  their  only  recompense  is  to  be 
treated  iis  slaves. 

The  Kirghiz,  when  rich  enough,  eagerly  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege  of  polygamy ;  indeed,  this  part  of  the  Mohammedan 
creed  is  the  one  they  have  embraced  with  most  ardor,  yet  few 
possess  sufficient  wealth  to  marry  more  than  one  wife.  The  price 
paid  for  a  woman  will  range  from  five  or  six  sheep  among  the 
jKXjrer  classes,  to  two  hundred,  five  hundred,  or  even  a  thousand 
horses  among  the  rich,  to  which  are  added  ditVerent  household  ef- 
fects, and  occjisionally  a  few  male  or  female  slaves.  A  consider- 
able share. of  the.sc  payments  is  absorbed  liy  the  Mohammedan 
moolahs,  who  lind  a  profitable  source  of  revenue  in  marrving 
these  people,  They  consecrate  the  union  as  soon  as  projected, 
and  inmiediately  the  amount  of  the  k-alym,  or  price,  has  been  ar- 
ranged between  the  parties,  the  moolah  solemnly  asks  the  parents 
of  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  "  Do  you  consent  to  the  union  of  the 
children  ?"  repeating  the  question  three  times  to  each,  and  then 
reading  prayers  for  the  happiness  of  the  couple  to  l>e  married.  No 
marriage  is  complete  till  the  whole  of  the  .'Stipulated  amount  is  paid, 
but  neither  party  can  honorably  retract  after  the  first  installment 
has  been  offered  and  accepted.  From  that  time  the  bridegr<x)m  has 
leave  to  visit  his  bride,  if  he  engages  not  to  take  away  her  chasti- 
ty. In  cases  where  this  liberty  leads  to  an  anticipation  of  the  final 
ceremony,  tlie  unpaid  portion  of  the  knlipn  is  not  allowed  to  pro- 
tnict  the  union,  which  is  htistened  as  much  as  possible.  If  a  man 
find  his  wife  to  have  been  incontinent  before  he  married  her,  he 
may  return  her  to  her  parents,  aitd  demand  the  restitution  of  her 
price,  or  the  suVjstitution  of  one  of  her  sisters.  If  he  actually  de- 
tects her  in  the  commi-ssion  of  adultery,  he  may  kill  her,  otherwise 
the  adulterer  is  fined,  and  the  wife  may  be  divorced  or  chastised. 

The  morals  of  the  Kirghiz  are  gixxl.  Chastity  in  the  woman 
is  highly  prized,  and  the  sensuality  of  t)e>  men  is  served  by  pros- 
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tituies,  who  live  in  each  camp,  either  in  companies  or  in  separate 
touts.  Numbers  of  these  women  appear  wherever  the  Russians 
have  encampments,  and  viru!«nl  disease  among  them  has  tended 
rapidly  to  thin  the  people.  The  prostitutes  are  composed  of  two 
classes — widows  antl  divorced  women,  who  have  no  other  means 
of  subsistence,  and  linger  out  a  miserable  life  in  dirt,  nigs,  and 
contempt ;  and  a  few  who  addict  themselves  to  prostitution  from 
mere  hcentiousneas. 


CIRCASSIA. 

The  race  known  as  Abassians,  considered  the  aborigines  of  the 
Caucasus,  were  described  by  Strabo  as  a  predatory  people — pirates 
at  sea,  and  robbt^rs  on  land.  These  characteristics  they  preserve 
to  the  present  day,  but  otherwise  they  are  u  virtuous  nation, 
strange  to  the  worst  vices  of  civilized  life,  and  humble  in  theii'  de- 
sires. Their  religion  pennits  polygamy,  but  as  wives  are  costlvi 
they  are  u.sually  contcnteil  with  one,  who  is  the  companion  rather 
than  the  mental  of  her  husband.  Tlie  women  are  industrious,  are 
allowed  full  liberty,  and  are  free  in  their  social  intercourse,  the 
veil  being  worn  only  to  screen  their  complexions,  and  not  for  se- 
clusion. 

Their  laws  against  immorality  are  stringent  An  act  of  illicit 
intercourse  is  punished  by  fine  or  banishment.  A  dishonest  wife 
is  returned  to  her  parents,  and  by  them  sold  as  a  slave,  as  is  also 
a  wanton  girl.  Illegitimate  children  can  not  claim  any  relation- 
ship, and  if  sold  as  slaves  or  assassinated,  no  one  is  expected  to 
redeem  them  in  the  one  case,  or  avenge  them  in  the  other.  When 
a  man  desires  to  divorce  his  wife,  he  must  give  his  reasons  before 
a  council  of  elders,  and  if  they  are  not  satisfied,  he  mu,st  pay  her 
parents  a  statotl  amount  to  recompense  them  for  the  burden  thus 
thrown  upon  them.  Should  the  woman  marry  again  within  two 
years,  this  sum  is  returned. 

Among  the  Circassians  themselves  women  are  not  secluded.  A 
man  will  often  introduce  his  wife  and  daughters  to  a  traveler,  and 
unmarried  women  are  frequently  seen  at  public  assemblies.  Thev 
observe  one  singular  custom :  a  husband  never  appears  sihroail 
with  his  wife,  and  scarcely  ever  sees  her  during  the  day.  This  is 
in  accordance  with  ancient  habits,  and  is  a  prolongation  of  the 
marriage  etiquette,  which  requires  a  man,  after  he  has  removed 
hia  bride's  corset  of  leather,  worn  by  all  virgins,  for  some  time  to 
refrain  from  openly  living  with  Ii-t. 
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Throughout  tlif  Caucjusus  a  high  state  of  morality  is  foiuid. 
Open  prostitution  is  unknown,  jinil  uny  girl  It^ading  a  notoriously 
imiuoral  life  would  bo  cani[K'lUHl  to  fly  Ix'yond  the  liounds  of  the 
territory,  if  she  escaped  being  sold  as  a  slave  or  put  to  death  by 
her  indignant  friends.  There  is  a  geueral  opinion  that  Cireassians 
will  sell  their  daughters  to  any  Turk  or  Persian  who  wishes  to 
buy  them,  but  this  is  not  the  fact.  They  are  particularly  eareful 
as  to  the  position  of  any  one  who  wishes  to  intermarry  with  them. 
Great  pn-e^autions  are  taken  to  insure  the  happiness  of  the  girls, 
and  long-continued  negotiations  frequently  lead  to  no  result.  The 
majority  o<"  feinaies  sold  as  Cire;issians  ai-e  either  children  .stolen 
from  the  neighboring  Cos.saeks,  or  slaves  procured  from  those  Cir- 
cassian traders  who  own  allegiance  to  Russia. 

TfRKEY. 

Proud,  sensual,  and  depraved  in  his  tastes,  the  Turk  is  too  in- 
dolent to  acquire  even  the  means  of  gratifying  his  most  powerful 
emvings.  Satisfying  his  pride  with  the  memory  of  former  glories, 
his  lust  lo<jks  forward  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  paradise  crowded 
with  beautiful  ministers  of  ple!i.<ure,  and  he  passes  his  time  in  an 
atmo.sphen.'  of  Epicurean  sjweulation,  lounging  on  cushions  and 
sipping  coft'ec  with  a  dreamy  iuditterence  to  all  external  objects. 
Even  the  poor  indulge  in  this  idleness.  They  measure  the  amount 
of  lalxir  necessary  t<J  keep  them  from  positive  want,  and  spend 
the  rest  of  their  time  waiting  the  sensual  heaven  promised  by  their 
profihet.  In  such  a  lelharg)'  the  most  vit>lent  pfissions  lu-e  foster- 
ed, and  when  these  become  excited  the  Turk  cun  not  In-  .surjiassed 
in  brutal  fury.  All  his  fancies  are  gross;  morid  {X)wer  is  an  in- 
eompn^hensible  idea,  and  lie  can  conceive  no  authority  not  en- 
forced by  whip  or  swonl. 

The  Turkish  character  thus  exhibited  corresponds  with  their 
estimate  of  th<'  female  sox.  The  person  alone  is  loved ;  intellect 
in  a  Turkish  woman  is  rarely  develop'd  and  never  prized.  She 
finds  her  chief  employment  in  decorating  her  person,  her  sole  en- 
joyment in  lounging  on  a  pile  of  cu.shions,  and  admiring  the  ele- 
gance of  her  costume.    Turkey  is  literally  the  empire  of  the  senses. 

Polygamy  is  now  growing  into  disrepute  there.  Recent  laws 
have  conferrc<I  many  privileges  upon  women  in  matters  of  prop- 
erty, and  their  comparative  independence  has  rendered  them 
averse  to  a  position  in  which  they  only  acquire  secondary  rank. 
Men  who  marry  wives  of  eqiinl  rnnk  to  themselves  fi-equently  en- 
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gag»^  in  their  marriage  contracts  not  to  form  a  second  alliance,  and 
this  stipulation  is  very  seldom  violated. 

The  customs  of  the  country  do  uot  permit  a  man  to  see  his  wife 
before  marriage.  She  may  gratify  her  curiosity  by  a  stealthy 
glance  at  liim,  but  tliis  privilege  is  seldom  used.  In  consequence 
of  the  .separation  of  the  sexes,  a  race  of  professional  match-makers 
has  arisen,  as  in  China,  who  realize  considerable  profits  from  their 
calling.  Children  of  three  or  four  years  old  are  sometimes  be- 
trothed, marriage  taking  place  about  fourteen.  When  a  wedding 
is  contemplated,  each  family  deputes  an  agent  to  arrange  prelimi- 
naries, the  terms  of  the  contract  are  emlx>died  in  a  legal  document, 
and  the  woman  is  then  called  "a  wife  by  writing."  This  is  con- 
cluded sonn-  days  before  the  actual  wedding,  but  the  interval  is 
occupied  with  n^joicings  and  ho.spitality,  ou  which  the  bridegroom 
generally  expends  a  years  income.  The  union  is  a  mere  civil 
contract  blessed  b}'  religious  rites.  All  concubines  are  slaves, 
even  in  the  harem  of  the  sultan,  since  no  free  Turkish  woman  can 
occujpy  that  jwsition. 

The  morals  of  Turkish  women  are  generally  described  as  very 
loose.  Their  veils  favor  an  intrigue,  the  most  jealous  liiusband 
passing  his  wife  in  the  street  without  knowing  her.  The  places 
of  assignation  ore  usually  the  Jews'  shops,  where  they  meet  their 
lovers,  but  preserve  their  incoffnito  even  to  them.  Lady  Mary 
Wortley  Montague  imagined  "  the  number  of  faithful  wives  to  be 
very  small  in  a  country  where  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a 
lover's  indiscretion." 

The  dancing  girls  of  Turkey  are  prostitutes  by  profession. 
Their  performances  are  much  enjoyed  by  all  classes,  and  they 
dance  as  lasciviously  in  the  harem,  where  they  are  oflen  invited 
to  amu.se  the  wives  and  concubines,  as  before  a  party  of  conviv- 
ialists  in  the  kiosks.  Their  costume  is  exceedingly  rich,  both  in 
color  and  material.  During  the  day  they  resort  to  coffee-houses, 
where  they  attach  theiu.selves  to  companions  whom  they  entertain 
with  songs,  tales,  or  caresses  until  night,  when  their  orgies  are 
transferred  Uj  hou.ses  belonging  to  their  chiefs.  Many  of  these 
habitations  are  fijmished  with  every  possible  luxury. 

Another  form  of  prostitution  is  temporary  marriage.  For  in- 
stance, a  man  on  a  journey  will  arrive  in  a  strange  city,  where  he 
desires  to  remain  some  time.  He  immediately  bargains  for  a  fe- 
male companion,  a  regular  agreement  is  ilrawn  uj),  and  he  suj> 
ports  her  and  remunerates  her  friends  while  he  remains.     When 
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he  is  tired  of  her,  or  wishes  to  leave  the  place,  she  returns  to  her 
friends,  and  patiently  waits  for  another  engagement  of  the  same 
kind. 

NORTHERN    AFRICA. 

A  very  brief  notice  only  is  required  of  the  semi -barbarous 
states  of  Northern  Africa,  particularly  as  an  account  of  Algeria 
under  the  French  has  already  hewn  given.  The  mass  of  the  pop- 
ulation are  Moors,  and  therefore  our  remarks  will  mainly  apply 
to  them.  Like  the  Turks,  they  are  proud,  ignorant,  sensual,  and 
dt'pntvcd,  and  their  treatment  of  women  exactly  accords  with 
this  character.  They  regard  the  female  sex  hut  as  matfrial  in- 
struments of  man's  gratitication  ;  and  this  idea  is  become  so  gen- 
erally received,  that  the  sole  i-dueation  of  a  girl  is  such  as  will 
render  her  acceptable  to  .some  gro.ss  sen.sualist.  Intellect  yiirl  st^-n- 
timent  are  not  the  possessions  which  will  recommend  her:  to  tie 
alfmctive,  she  miint  fiejhl.  A  girl  of  such  bulk  as  to  be  a  good 
load  for  a  camel  is  considered  a  jH^il'ect  lieauty,  and,  accordingly, 
the  mother  dcK?s  not  train  her  daughter  in  seductive  arts,  but 
feeds  her  into  a  .seduetivi-  appearance,  as  pigeons  are  ted  in  some 
parts  of  Italy.  She  is  made  to  .swallow  every  day  a  certain  num- 
ber of  balls  of  paste  saturated  with  oil,  and  the  rod  overcomes  any 
reluctance  she  may  have  to  the  diet. 

The  Moors  are  extremely  jealous  of  their  enormous  wives. 
Some  have  been  known  to  kill  their  women  bctbre  proceeding  on 
a  journey ;  othei-s  have  ibrbidden  them  to  name  an  animal  <>f  the 
masculine  gender.  They  are  entirely  shut  up  within  the  walls  of 
the  harem,  where  they  pass  their  time  peri'uming  and  decorating 
their  persons,  to  attract  the  favor  of  their  lords. 

The  general  marriage  laws  of  Mohammedan  countries  pivvail 
in  the  Barbary  States.  Four  wives  and  as  many  concubines  as 
he  pleases  are  the  limits  within  which  a  man  is  eonlined.  but  tew 
men  marry  more  than  one  woman. 

An  extensive  system  of  prostitution  prevails  in  all  the  cities. 
The  low  drinking-shops  are  crowded  with  women.  The  pubUc 
dancers,  who  all  belong  to  the  sisterhood,  exist  in  large  numlM>re, 
and  are  very  much  eYicouraged.  Their  society  is  a  favorite  recre- 
ation with  Moors  of  all  classes.  A  man  entt-rtaininp  a  party  of 
frifi.ds  will  send  for  a  company  <>!'  dancers  to  amuse  them.  There, 
amid  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  and  sometimes  of  liquor  (for  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  Koran  are  disregarded  oti  such  occasions),  the  women 
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quainwnces,  is  seduced  by  ont^  and  yields  to  another,  until  her 
protligncv  becomes  s<t  notr^rious  that  no  one  will  purchase  her  as  a 
wife,  iind  she  follows,  as  a  means  of  living,  the  habits  she  had  re- 
sorted to  for  the  indulgence  of  her  vicious  appetite.  It  is  said  that 
many  prostitutes  become  so  from  this  cause. 

ESQUIMAUX. 

The  Esquimaux  require  but  a  very  short  notice.  As  a  race, 
they  are  dirty,  poor,  and  immoral.  Dishonesty  is  a  prominent 
characteristic,  especially  manil'ested  toward  any  strangere  coming 
within  their  reach.  The  lamented  Kane,  in  his  "Arctic  E.xplora- 
tions,"  mentions  the  trouble  to  which  he  was  exposed  in  guanliug 
his  stores  from  their  pilfering  propensities;  but,  after  he  had  ad- 
ministered one  or  two  lessons  of  chastisement,  they  abandoned 
this  habit,  and  became  of  great  assistance  to  him.  He  says, 
"  There  is  a  frankness  and  cordiality  in  their  way  of  recei^Mng 
their  guests,  whatever  may  be  the  infinnities  of  their  notii)ns  of 
honesty  ;"'  and  when  he  parted  ironi  iliem  on  his  jx-rilous  juurney 
80Uth,  he  remarks,  "  When  trouble  came  to  us  and  them,  and  we 
bent  ourselves  to  their  habits;  when  we  IfMiked  to  them  to  jtnwure 
us  fresh  meat,  and  they  found  at  our  brig  shelter  during  tln-ir  wild 
bear-hunts,  never  were  friends  more  true.  Although  numbt.'rles» 
articles  of  inestimable  value  to  them  have  been  scattered  upon  the 
ice  unwatched,  they  have  not  stalen  a  nail."* 

Till-  Esquimaux  women  are  not  absolute  slaves;  their  duties 
are  almost  entirely  domestic,  and  during  the  winter  especially  their 
lile  IS  one  of  ease  and  pleasure,  so  far  as  their  notions  can  compre- 
hend such  advantages.  Crowded  inside  a  low  hut,  two  or  three 
families  together,  they  sjiend  their  time  in  eating  and  sleeping  al- 
ternately, both  sexes  being  perfectly  naked,  except  a  small  apron 
worn  by  the  women  as  a  badge  of  their  sex.  This  nudity  arises 
from  the  excessive  heat  of  their  cabins,  which  are  rendered  im- 
pervious to  the  cold  outside.  Dr.  Kane  mentions  one  <H-c4i.sion  on 
which  he  was  a  visitor  when  the  thermometer  outside  stood  at  fiO" 
below  zero,  and  inside  the  temperature  mounted  to  90°,  and  says, 
"  Bursting  into  a  i»rofuse  perspiration,  I  stripped  like  the  rest,  and 
thus,  an  hotiored  guest,  and  in  the  place  of  honor,  I  fell  asleep."' 

Respecting  the  morality  of  the  men  or  the  virtue  of  the  women 
little  is  known.  Parry  says  that  husbands  frequently  otl'er  their 
wives  to  strangers  for  a  very  small  sum,  and  also  that  it  is  not  an- 

'  Arctic  Explorarioiu.  vol.  i  p.  378.  -  Ibiil.  U  280.  '  Ihid.  ii.  116. 
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there  is  no  feast  or  form  of  any  kind:  with  others  every  marriage 
must  take  place  in  a  newly-built  hut,  whore  no  impure  thiugs  can 
have  been.  The  most  detailed  account  of  marriage  ceremonies  we 
can  find  is  among  the  Tschuwasses.  Tiiey  offer  a  sacrifice  of 
bread  and  honey  to  the  sun  on  the  betrothal,  that  he  may  look 
down  with  favor  on  the  union.  When  the  wedding-da}'  arrives, 
the  bride  hi<le.s  herself  behind  a  sereen  while  the  guests  are  .i.ssem- 
bling.  When  the  p.irly  i.s  comjilete,  she  walks  three  times  round 
the  room,  followed  by  a  train  of  virgins  bearing  bread  and  honey. 
Then  the  bridegroom  enters,  removes  her  veil,  kisses  her,  and  they 
exchange  rings.  She  is  now  ssxluted  a.s  the  '*  betrothed  girl,"'  and 
is  again  led  Itehind  the  screen,  whence  she  emerges  wearing  a  ma- 
tron's cap.  T!k*  concluding  rit<;  is  for  her  to  pull  offher  new  hus- 
band's boots,  thus  promising  obedience  to  liinj.  In  this  tribe  the 
husband  can  divorce  his  wife  by  merely  taking  her  cap  fiom  her 
head. 

Polygamy  is  practiced  by  many,  though  some  prefer  to  take 
one  wife  for  another  as  often  as  inclination  prompts  them,  rather 
than  t«ke  charge  of  several  at  the  same  time. 

Jealousy  is  little  known  anioug  any  of  the  races  of  Siberia. 
Moflesty  is  not  a  femjile  charactt^ristic,  nor  is  chastity  very  highly 
prized.  If  ii  wife  commit  adultery,  the  husband  usually  exacts  a 
fine  from  the  jyanimour  for  invading  iiis  rights  "  without  permis- 
sion." Tbeir  barbarous  maimers  would  not  induce  us  to  expect 
any  refined  modesty.  A  traveler  wiis  introduced  to  the  iannly  of 
a  rich  man,  the  bend  of  a  tribe,  and  ujhju  entering  his  low-roofed 
but  spacious  habitation,  found  himself  in  company  with  five  or 
six  women,  wives  and  daughters,  all  entirely  naki'd,  who  nj^jH'ar- 
ed  excA-ssively  diverted  at  being  iliseoverrd  in  siieb  a  state.  The 
dancing  women  are  as  lewd  as  can  possibly  be  ironceiviil :  indeed, 
obscene  postures  are  the  )>riucipal  features  of  th<  ir  ■  ntertain- 
ments. 

A  licentious  intercourse  between  unmarried  persons  is  almost 
universal.  With  some,  religious  dissensions  are  extremely  bitter; 
but  profligacy  is  more  ]x)\verful,  and  a  woman  who  would  rigidly 
refuse  to  eat  or  drink  with  a  man  of  some  other  creed,  will  pros- 
titute herself  to  him  from  sheer  lust.  Abandoned  women  ivside 
in  all  the  ttiwns  in  large  numbers,  and  are  scarcely  reprobated  by 
other  classes.  The  education  of  a  Siberian  girl  appears  to  be  sim- 
ply telling  her  that  marriage  is  her  destiny,  and  that  her  husband 
will  require  her  to  be  faithful.     With  this  view  she  forms  ac- 
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practice  the  most  degrading  i»l>seenities,  and  the  orgies  lj«H»me 
Buch  as  no  pen  can  describe.  These  prostitutes  are  of  various 
classes,  from  the  low,  vulgar  wretches  who  exist  in  miaerj',  filth, 
and  di.>^'a.<i',  u>  the  wealthy  courtesans  who  live  in  luxurj'  and 
spltiidcir. 

A  late  traveler  wa.s  introduced  by  a  friend  to  a  "  Moorish  lady," 
He  wa.s  usiiercd  into  a  spacious  apartment  hung  with  rich-colored 
silk.s.  Reclining  on  u  si>lendid  divan,  with  every  appliance  of 
wealth  around  her,  was  a  woman  of  extreme  loveliness.  Elegant 
in  her  nianncr.s  and  aildrcKs,  she  seemed  a  model  >»f  feminine 
grace,  nor  <hd  tl)c  visitor  diijcovcr  until  after  he  had  left  her  that 
he  had  been  conversing  with  a  Moorish  prostitute. 

SIBERIA. 

The  state  of  manners  to  which  the  population  of  tbeae  snowy 
traj'ts  lja.x  arrived  is  very  low.  They  are  rude,  ignorant,  and 
gross.  The  condition  and  charactt-r  of  the  female  sex  correspond 
with  that  of  the  male.  In  the  per]«nual  migration  of  tribes  they 
bear  the  heaviest  burdens,  and  in  their  habitations  the  man  re- 
gards his  wife  a-s  a  mere  domestic  slave,  to  whom  it  is  unnecessary 
even  to  speak  a  kind  word.  There  are  some  exceptions  to  this 
rule,  espiH-iaily  towanl  the  centre  of  the  district,  i-emoved  fn)in 
Russia  on  the  one  hand  and  the  sea  on  the  other,  where  more 
equality  of  the  sexes  is  observable. 

A  wife  is  jrencnilly  obtained  by  purchase,  and  if  a  man  in  not 
rich  cnuiiL:!!  to  pay  the  sum  demanded  by  the  parents  of  u  ^'ri 
for  the  privilege  of  marrying  her,  he  hires  himself  to  lliem  for  a 
term  ranging  from  three  t<i  Wn  years,  a«vonling  to  an  jigrwrnrnt 
ami  liis  servici'8  in  that  lime  are  consideivd  i-qnivalcnt  hi  tiw 
value  of  his  bride.     These  contracts  are  faitbfiiJIy  oltserrni  tke 
woman  i.s  invariably  given  up  at  the  speei/lt-d  tifaf.  aad  ikf  ^ 

relciweil  fnim  his  servile  condition,  and  adrn"'  ■' '1  ihf  ^t*^ 

ties  and  lights  of  a  s<^»n-in-law.    Wheiv  the  i 
dition  to  pay  for  his  bride,  the  jm 
aged  by  his  frienda  and  her  j)arii...~. 
ranged,  but  the  apirit  of  barcaininjr  t*  - 
8ti: 

well 

'  I  a.ses 

uith  and 

■tarre.     Nor 
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common  for  a  change  of  wives  to  be  iiuide  for  a  short  time.  He 
adds  that  in  no  covuitry  is  prostitution  carried  to  a  greater  extent, 
the  departure  of  the  men  on  an  expedition  being  a  signal  to  their 
wives  to  abiindou  all  restraint.  Lust  rules  paramount.  ;tnd  the 
children  are  taught  to  watcli  outside  the  hut,  lest  the  husband 
should  return  unexpectedly,  and  find  his  habitation  occupied  by  a 
stranger.  Their  marriage  contract  is  a  mere  .social  arranL'ement, 
ejisily  dissolved,  but  this  is  rarely  done,  the  general  custom  being 
for  a  man  to  chastise  his  wife  when  she  displeases  him.  The 
usuid  form  of  iimtiiiiionial  discipline  consists  in  forcing  her  tti  lead 
the  reindeer  while  he  rides  at  ease  ui  the  .sledge.  Their  laws  per- 
mit any  man  to  have  two  wives,  and  a  n^gal  perquisite  of  the 
great  chief  was  the  privilege  of  having  as  many  as  he  could  sup- 
port."' These  brides  were  not  unconmiunly  carried  v&  from  their 
parents  by  force,  the  ceremonial  rite  following  at  the  convenience 
of  the  parties.  Such  attempts  are  sometimes  lesisted.  An  :is- 
piraiit  for  tlie  favors  of  the  daughter  of  a  chief  succeeded  in  con- 
veying her  to  his  sledge,  but  the  lather  pursued  with  such  alacri- 
ty that  the  adventurous  lover  had  to  abandon  the  fair  nne,  and 
made  his  escape  with  some  difficulty,  leaving  the  i>quij>!ige  as 
spoils  to  the  victor.' 

Dr.  Kane  is  of  oj)inion  that  the  services  of  the  Liitlnrtin  and 
Moravian  missionaries  have  pro<lnced  a  beneficial  influence  on  the 
morals  of  the  people.  What  may  b*?  called  their  normal  religious 
notions  extended  oidy  to  the  recognition  of  supernatural  agencies, 
and  to  certain  usages  by  which  these  could  be  coueiliated.  Mur- 
der, incest,  burial  of  the  living,  and  infanticide,  were  not  consider- 
ed crimes,  and  these  have  aided  expostin-  and  disea.se  (the  sniull- 
pox  h;i.s  made  fearful  ravages  among  them)  to  thin  their  numbers, 
and  impress  them  with  the  idea  that  they  are  so  rapidly  dying 
out  as  to  be  able  to  mark  their  pr*jgress  toward  extinctioii  within 
one  generation.'  This  is  more  a]>pli('able  to  the  norths  ni  tribes, 
removed  from  the  effects  of  civilization,  among  whom  muider  and 
infanticide  still  exist,  though  not  to  .so  great  an  extent  as  former- 
ly, while  in  the  southern  latitudes,  where  it  was  formerly  unsafe 
for  vessels  to  touch  upon  the  coast,  hospitality  is  now  the  univer- 
sal characteristic;  and  inidi,  self-reliance,  ami  manly  hi>n<'st  biar- 
ing  have  been  inculcated  with  considerable  success,  tlmugh  not 
enough  to  render  their  notions  of  property  accordant  with  tiiose 
of  civilized  nations.* 

'  Aniiu  E\|'l<>ra(iunis  ii.  128.         Ibid.  iL  Vio.        Ibid.  ii.  109.     •  Ibid.  ii.  IM. 
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ICELAND. 

This  country  is  inhabited  by  a  .serious,  humble,  and  quiet  peo 
pie.  Isolated  front  the  rest  of  the  world,  they  remain  to  this  day 
in  an  ahnust  prijiiitivc  condition,  and  nine  centuries  have  pro- 
duced little  change  in  their  manners,  language,  or  costume.  The 
condition  of  the  sexes  is  somewhat  equal ;  the  men  divide  their 
labiji-s  with  the  women,  but  do  not  oppress  them.  Both  are  alike 
tilthy  and  coai-st-  in  their  habit.s.  Their  hospitality  assumes  some 
singular  fonns.  Women  salute  a  stranger  with  a  cordial  embrace, 
but  their  dirty  habits  generally  render  him  an.vious  to  escape 
iVoni  their  anns  as  quickly  as  possible.  A  mis-siunary  was  upon 
one  occasion  especially  scandalized.  He  was  visiting  at  the  house 
of  a  rich  man,  who  treated  him  libei-ally,  and  upon  retiring  to  his 
room  at  night  was  followed  by  his  host's  eldest  daughter,  who  m- 
sisted  upon  helping  him  to  undress  and  prepare  for  bed,  decluring 
that  it  was  the  invariable  custom  of  the  country. 

Few  absolute  taws  regulate  the  intercoui-se  of  the  sexes.  Chris- 
tianity has  abolished  |X)lygamy,  and  public  opinion  holds  a  strong 
check  upon  illicit  intercourse.  With  the  exception  of  their  sea- 
ports, the  people  may  be  called  a  moral  race.  The  proportion  of 
illegitimate  to  legitimate  children  is  about  one  in  every  seven. 

Lord  Karnes  relates  an  anecdote  which  would  stamp  the  Iceland- 
ers of  i.tne  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  »is  any  thing  but  monU. 
He  says  that  in  1707  a  contagious  distemper  had  cut  off  nearly  all 
the  people,  and,  in  order  to  repopulate  the  country,  the  King  of 
Denmark  issued  a  proclamation  :uithovizing  t^very  single  womaa 
to  bear  six  illegitimate  children  without  losing  her  reputation. 
RejTOrt  siiys  the  girls  were  so  zealou;;  in  this  patriotic  work  that 
it  soon  became  necessary  to  abrogate  the  law. 

GREEN  laANl;. 
The  population  of  Greenland  is  partly  compoeed  of  European 
colonists  and  partly  of  Esquimaux.  They  are  a  vain  and  indolent 
jR'oplo,  whose  virtm«  consist  in  the  negation  of  active  vice.  Their 
W(jmen  (x:cupy  an  inferior  position.  Marriage  is  essentially  a  con- 
tract for  mutual  convenience,  dissolved  when  it  ceases  to  be  agree- 
able. It  is  considered  etiquette  for  a  girl,  when  anv  man  demands 
her  in  niarriagc,  to  fiy  to  the  hills  and  hide  hers«'lf,  in  order  lo  be 
drugget!  home  with  a  great  shovr  of  violence  by  her  suitor.  If 
courted  bv  a  man  she  dislikes,  she  cnts  off'  her  hair,  which  is  a 
sign  of  great  hormr,  and  usual Iv  rids  her  of  her  lover. 
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The  Greenlanders  consider  tbemselves  the  only  civilized  people 
in  the  world,  and  consequently  pride  themselves  on  decoram. 
They  do  not  allow  marriages  within  three  degrees  of  affinity,  and 
consider  it  disrcputahle  for  persons  who  have  been  educated  in 
the  same  house  U»  marrj',  even  il"  no  relationship  exists  between 
them.  Prostitution  prevails  to  a  considerable  exteut,  widows  and 
divorced  women  almost  invariably  adopting  it  as  a  means  of  liv- 
ing. There  are  numerous  habitations  in  the  large  communities 
which  can  only  be  considered  as  brothels,  but  the  life  of  an  aban- 
doned  woman  is  generally  re])roh;itcd,  and  thosi.^  following  it  in* 
cur  the  must  undisguised  odium  of  the  people  at  large. 
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Schedalci  of  Qnestinm. — Ape. — .Invenilf  Dciirnvity. — Premarare  Old  Apre.^Jnd- 
nal  Descent. — Avcrape  Durnricm  of  a  Prfwtitiitp'.'*  Life. — Nntirlty. — I»roportion 
of  Prostinites  from  voriou.'i  Siate.«. — New  York. — Effeets  of  Ininii|!Tfttion. — For- 
ciimers. — Proportion  to  Population. — Proportion  to  Emigration. — Uani»i'r»  of 
Ports  of  Departure,  Emigrant  .Shljis,  and  BoardiDp-housp.s. — Length  of  Resl> 
denee  in  the  United  Stales. — Prosiituiion  it  Burden  to  Tax-jiuyers. — Lciijrth  of 
Residence  in  New  York  Slate. — Lenplh  of  Residence  in  New  Yoric  City. — Id- 
ducements  to  eniiftrate. — I.ulK>r  and  Ueinunerution  in  Euro|»'. — Axsistnnee  to 
emigrate;  its  Amonnt,  and  from  »h<ini. — F.dueation. — Neplect  of  Fiieilities  in 
New  York.— Social  Conditiun. — .Siiiglo  Women. — Widown. — Early  and  Injudi- 
cious Marriiips. — Hu>bnnds. — Children. — Illepitiniaie  Children. — Mortality  of 
Children. — Infaalieide, — Intlacnces  to  whith  Children  are  exposed. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  the  reader  has  already  perused  the  introduo- 
tion  to  this  volume,  containing  a  description  of  the  modus  operan- 
di adopted  to  obtain  the  necessary  inlbrmation  from  the  prosti* 
tutes  of  New  York  City.  The  following  schedule  of  questions 
was  prepared  ibr  this  purpose,  and  tlie  ensuing  pages  present  in 
tabular  form  the  answers  received  thereto. 

"  How  old  will  you  bo  next  birth-day  ? 

**  Were  you  bom  in  America  ?  and,  if  no,  in  what  state  1 

"  How  long  have  you  resided  in  New  York  City  .' 

"  If  bom  ubroud,  in  what  eounUy  ? 

"  How  loiig  have  you  resided  in  the  United  States  .' 

•*  How  lonfj  have  3'on  resided  in  the  State  of  New  York  t 

•'  What  induced  you  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States? 

"  Did  you  receive  any  ossistanoe,  and,  if  sii,  from  whom,  and  to  what 
amount,  to  enable  yon  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  ? 
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**  Can  you  read  and  write? 
"  Are  jou  single,  married,  or  widowed  I 

"  If  married,  is  your  husband  living  with  yon,  or  what  caused  the  eepara* 
tion? 

"  If  widowed,  how  long  has  your  husband  been  dead  ( 
*'  Have  von  had  any  children  ? 


«Ho' 


iw  many ! 


Boys 


Girls 


•'  Were  these  children  bom  in  wedlock? 
•'Are  they  living  or  dead  f 

"  If  living,  are  thi'y  with  you  now,  or  where  are  theyt 
••  For  what  length  of  time  have  you  been  a  prostitute  ? 
"Have  you  h(id  any  disease  incident  to  prostitution  !     If  so,  what? 
•'  What  was  the  cause  of  your  becoming  a  prostitute  ? 
"  Is  prostitution  your  only  meanx  of  sup|iort  I 
"  If  not,  what  other  means  have  you  ? 

"  What  trade  or  calling  did  you  fi^illow  liefnre  you  became  a  prostitute  f 
"How  long  is  it  since  you  abandoned  your  trade  as  a  nieanii  of  living? 
•'  What  were  your  average  weekly  earnings  at  your  trade  T 
"  What  business  did  your  father  follow? 

"  If  your  mutlier  had  any  husincss*  indef)endent  of  your  father,  what  was  it , 
"  Did  you  assist  either  your  mother  or  your  father  in  their  busines  f    If 
KS  vrhich  of  them  ? 

"  Ls  your  father  living?  or  how  old  were  you  when  he  died? 

"Li  your  mother  living?  or  bow  old  were  you  when  she  died? 

"Do  j'ou  drink  intoxicating  liquors?     If  so,  ti>  what  extent? 

"  Did  your  father  drink  intoxieating  liquors !     If  so,  to  what  estentt 

"Did  your  mother  drink  intoxicating  liquors?     If  so.  ti>  what  extent? 

"  Were  your  parents  "  Pnitestant's"  '*  Catholics,"  or  *•  iion-iirofessors  !" 

"  Were  you  trained  to  any  religion  I    If  so,  was  it  Protestant  or  Catholiut 

"  Do  you  profess  the  same  religion  now  ? 

"  How  long  since  you  observed  any  of  its  requirements  I" 

In  addition  to  this  comnrebenaive  series,  space  was  left  for  any 
remarks  the  examiner  might  wish  to  make  upon  other  {KJiJitb. 
The  queries  were  printed  on  a  large  sheet  of  paper,  with  suffi- 
cient blanks  lor  the  answers,  and  tin-  officer  was  desired,  as  soon 
as  he  had  ohiaiued  aJl  the  infbnnatiuu  required,  to  fold  tlie  sheet, 
and  sign  his  nanie  on  a  line  left  for  that  purjmse,  with  the  date 
the  inquiries  were  made,  the  locality  of  the  hou.s<'  in  which  the 
woman  resided,  and  the  police  district  in  whieli  it  was  comprised. 
It  is  a  matter  of  much  regret  that  in  the  burning  of  the  Island 
Hospital,  BlackwellV  Island,  on  Febniary  13th,  1858,  all  the  sched- 
ules were  destroyed.     Thcv  contained  many  facts  which,  from 
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want  of  space,  arc  but  .slightly  alluded  to  in  the  following  pages, 
and  would  have  been  of  material  st'n'iw  in  any  measures  hereafter 
taken  to  mitigate  the  sorrows  or  prevent  the  excesses  of  the  aban- 
doned women  of  New  York. 

Farther  prelude  is  unnecessary.     It  only  remains  to  give  the 
answers  as  received,  with  such  deductions  as  may  arise  from  them. 

Qufixtiou.   How   OLD   WILL   YOV    BK  NEXT  BIRTH-DAY? 

NuroWr.  I  *gi».  Nnmh«»r. 

2     '     40  rears 25 

7 

6 

6 

8 

A 

8 

8 

6 

8 

4 

1 

>         •         •         •         •  O 


vg<-. 

15 

fears 

U 

ki 

17 

u 

18 

u 

19 

<( 

20 

u 

21 

<c 

22 

tc 

23 

u 

24 

u 

23 

u 

26 

a 

27 

u 

28 

« 

29 

hi 

80 

a 

31 

ti 

82 

it 

83 

u 

84 

u 

85 

« 

86 

« 

87 

a 

88 

u 

89 

u 

17 

41 

i4 

62 

42 

{( 

143 

43 

<c 

258 

44 

(C 

268 

43 

u 

206 

46 

u 

no 

47 

u 

153 

48 

» 

96 

49 

a 

97 

30 

« 

75 

51 

a 

53 

52 

a 

58 

53 

u 

49 

65 

u 

44 

57 

« 

18 

58 

« 

16 

59 

« 

29 

60 

u 

IS 

62 

u 

19 

63 

u 

83 

66 

K 

n 

71 

<{ 

« 

77 

« 

7 

5 
8 

a 
a 


Total    .    .    2000 
Th(;  facts  exhibited  by  this  table  are  sufficiently  psdpabli'  to 
render  remarks  almost  unnecessary,  but  the  existence  of  juvenile 
deirradation  is  so  clearly  proven  as  to  call  for  a  few  observa- 
tions. 

Between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  twenty  yeiira  are  found  about 
three  eighths  of  the  whole  immber  embraced  in  this  return.  Be- 
tween the  age.s  of  twenty-one  and  twenty -five  years  nearly  three 
eighths  more  of  the  whole  number  are  included,  giving  in  the 
first  ten  years  of  the  table  three  quarters  of  the  aggregate  prosti- 
tution, while  the  next  period  of  five  years,  or  from  twenty-six  to 
thirty,  contains  one  eighth  more.  It  is  thus  upon  record  that 
seven  out  of  ever}'  eight  women  who  came  under  this  investign- 
tion  had   not  yet  reached  thirty   years  of  age.     Beyond   this 
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To  continue  this  chain  of  evidence,  the  following  cases  have 
been  selected  from  the  registers  of  the  Penitentiary  Hospital  (now 
remodeled,  and  calletl  the  Island  Hospital),  Bluckwells  Island. 
S.  A.,  of  New  Jersey,  was  admitted  as  a  patient  when  only  fifteen 
years  of  age,  suffering  from  dLsease  caused  by  leading  a  depraved 
life,  and  within  six  months  was  received  and  treated  therein  no 
less  than  four  timea  A.  B.,  bom  in  Scotland,  was  admitted  and 
treated  for  venereal  dLsease  at  fourteen  years  of  age.  L.  A.  D., 
bom  in  England,  was  admitted  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  two  years 
since,  with  similar  disease,  and,  with  only  short  intervals,  has  been 
an  inmate  of  the  hospital  continuously  from  that  time.  M.  H. 
was  admitted  at  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  endunxl  a  long  and 
painful  illness.  M.  J.  D.,  after  following  a  course  of  depravity  for 
a  year,  wjis  admitted  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  lingered  in  agony  for 
twenty-tive  days,  and  then  died,  solely  from  the  effects  of  a  life  of 
prostitution. 

It  is  not  neces.sar\'  to  pursue  this  subject  farther,  as  suflScient 
facts  have  been  adduced  to  support  the  assertion  that  youth  is  the 
grand  desideratum  in  the  inmates  of  houses  of  ill  fame.  Young 
women  have  been  tniced  from  the  proudest  re-sorts  to  the  lowest 
haunts,  and  have  been  shown  vis  suffering  pain  and  sickness  in  a 
public  institution,  or  dying  there  in  torture.  But  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  calculate  the  niiserv'  produced  in  the  respective 
families  they  had  abandoned.  The  excmciating  parental  agony 
caused  by  the  departure  of  a  daughter  from  the  paths  of  virtue 
seems  more  a  matter  for  private  contemplation  by  each  reader 
than  for  any  delineation  here.  We  have  witnessed  the  meetings 
of  parents  with  their  lost  children ;  have  stood  beside  the  bed 
where  a  frail,  suffering  wnmaii  was  yielding  her  last  breath,  and 
have  shuddered  at  the  awful  mental  agony  overpowering  her 
physical  suffering.  No  doubt  can  exist  that,  were  it  possible  to 
intniduce  the  n-ader  of  the.se  pages  to  such  scenes,  or  even  could 
they  l)e  adequately  described  in  all  their  accumulated  horrors,  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  all  the  friends  of  virtue  and  humanity 
would  be  secured  in  furtherance  of  any  plan  which  would  check 
this  mighty  torrent  of  vice  and  woe. 

From  the  fact  that  youth  is  the  grand  desideratum,  it  is  evident 
that  a  const^int  succession  of  young  people  will  be  driven  into  this 
arena,  either  by  force  or  treachery.  The  average  duration  of  life 
among  these  women  does  not  exceed  Jour  years  from  the  beginning  of 
ifieir  career!     There  are,  as  in  all  cases,  exceptions  to  this  rule, 
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will  any  deny  tliul  of  those  who  ci)inmenee  a  lile  of  shame  in  their 
youth  undtT  the  most  specious  and  flatt«riag  delusions,  the  major- 
ity are  found,  in  a  short  time,  plunged  into  the  deepest  misery  and 
degradation. 

Here  Ls  seen,  at  a  glance,  a  reason  for  the  large  number  of  ju- 
venile prostitutes.  Youth  is  a  marketable  commodity,  and  when 
ita  charms  are  lost,  they  must  be  replaced.  The  following  cases, 
from  life,  will  substantiate  this  view.  For  obvious  reasons,  the 
names  are  suppressed. 

C.  B.  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and  now  resides  in  the  Eighth 
Police  District  of  the  city.  She  is  twenty  years  o\i\,  ;md  Ix'came  a 
prostitute  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  through  the  harshiies-s  and  unkind 
treatment  of  a  stepmother,  her  own  mother  having  died  when  she 
was  an  infant.  Take  another  case  from  the  same  neighborhood. 
L.  B.  was  bom  in  Vermont ;  her  father  died  while  she  was  a  child. 
At  the  age  oi fifteen  she  was  enticed  to  the  city,  and  became  an  in- 
mate of  a  house  of  prostitution.  She  is  described  us  an  int<?lligent, 
well-educiited  girl,  of  temperate  habits.  One  more  instance  from 
the  same  locality.  F.  W.  is  a  native  of  New  York  City;  is  the 
child  of  honest,  hard-working  parents;  has  received  a  medium 
education ;  at  xevtntetii  years  old  was  setlna-d  under  a  promise  of 
marriage,  and  deserted.  She  then  embraced  a  life  of  prostitution, 
influenced  mainly  by  shame,  and  the  idea  that  she  had  no  other 
means  of  subsistence. 

These  women  are  residing  in  that  part  of  the  city  which  contiiins 
the  majority  of  the  first-claiw  houses  <>f  prostitution;  they  have 
not  yet  descended  in  the  scaIc.  The  eirsuing  selectifm,  taken  from 
the  Fourth  Police  District,  the  tuitipixles  of  the  fi>rmer  locality, 
will  forcibly  exhibit  the  operation  of  this  gradual  deterioration. 

E.  S.  was  seduced  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  suteen. 
She  accompanied  her  seducer  to  this  city,  and  for  a  season  lived 
here  in  luxur}'.  She  was  finally  deserted,  and  now  drags  out  a 
wretched  existence  in  Wat<^r  Street.  E.  C,  residing  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  is  now  nineteen  years  of  age.  She  was  married 
when  but  a  child,  and,  five  years  since,  or  when  she  was  on]\  four- 
teen  years  old,  was  driven  on  the  ttiwn  through  the  bnital  conduct 
of  her  husband.  Passing  through  the  various  gradations  of  the 
scale,  she  has  now  becftme  a  c*jnfirmed  drunkard;  has  endured 
much  physical  suffering ;  and,  lost  to  all  scn.se  of  shame,  will 
doubtless  continue  in  her  wTetched  career  till  death  puts  an  end 
to  her  misery. 
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To  continue  this  chain  of  evidence,  tlie  following  cases  have 
been  selectwl  from  the  registers  of  the  Penitentiary  Hospital  (now 
remodeled,  and  called  the  Island  Hospital),  Blaekwell's  Island. 
S.  A.,  of  New  Jersey,  was  admitted  as  a  patient  when  only  fifteen 
years  of  age,  suffering  from  disease  caused  by  leading  a  depraved 
life,  and  within  six  months  was  received  and  treated  therein  no 
less  than  four  times.  A.  B.,  bom  in  Scotland,  was  admitted  and 
treated  for  venereal  disease  at  fourteen  years  of  age.  L.  A.  D., 
born  ill  England,  was  admitted  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  two  years 
since,  with  similar  disease,  and,  with  only  short  intervals,  has  been 
an  inmate  of  the  hospital  continuously  from  that  time.  M.  H. 
was  admitted  at  sevenUnftx  years  of  age,  and  endured  a  long  and 
painful  illness.  M.  J.  D.,  sifter  following  a  course  of  depravity  for 
a  year,  wjis  admitt<id  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  lingered  in  agony  for 
twenty-five  ilays,  and  then  died,  solely  from  the  etfeets  of  a  life  of 
prostitution. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  this  subject  farther,  as  sufficient 
facts  have  been  adduced  to  support  the  assertion  that  yotith  is  the 
grand  desideratum  in  the  inmates  of  houses  of  ill  fame.  Young 
women  have  been  traced  from  the  proudest  resorts  to  the  lowest 
haunts,  and  have  been  shown  as  sulfering  pain  and  sickness  in  a 
public  institution,  or  dying  there  in  torture.  But  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  ealcuhitv  the  misi-ry  produced  in  the  respective 
families  they  had  abandoned.  The  excruciating  parental  agony 
cau-sed  by  the  departure  of  a  daughter  fn)m  the  paths  of  virtue 
seems  more  a  matter  for  private  contemplation  by  each  reader 
than  for  any  delineation  here.  We  have  witnessed  the  meetings 
of  parents  with  their  lost  children ;  have  stood  beside  the  bed 
where  a  frail,  suffering  woman  was  yielding  her  last  breath,  and 
have  shuddered  at  the  awful  mental  agony  oveipowering  her 
physical  suffering.  No  doubt  can  exist  that,  were  it  possible  to 
introduce  the  rciider  f>f  these  pages  to  such  scenes,  or  even  could 
they  l>e  adequately  described  in  all  their  accumulated  liorrors,  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  all  the  friends  of  virtue  and  humanity 
would  be  secured  in  fitrtherance  of  any  plan  which  would  check 
this  mighty  torrent  of  vice  and  woe. 

Frc)m  the  fact  that  youth  is  the  grand  desideratum,  it  is  e\'ident 
that  a  constant  succession  of  young  people  will  be  driven  into  this 
arena,  either  by  force  or  treachery.  The  average  duration  of  life 
among  these  2Vomen  does  not  exceetl  four  years  from  the  beginning  of 
Oieir  career!     There  are,  as  in  all  cases,  exceptions  to  this  rule, 


T'ROSTITUTION. 

but  it  is  a  tolerably  well  established  fact  that  one  fourth 
total  number  of  abandoned  women  in  this  city  die  every  year. 
Thus,  by  estimating  the  prostitutes  in  Now  York  at  six  thou- 
sand  (and  this  is  not  an  exaggerated  calculation,  as  will  be 
proved  hereafter),  the  appalling  number  of  one  thousand  live 
hundred  erring  women  are  Lurried  t*j  their  last,  long  homes  each 
year  of  our  existence.  Neglected  and  coutemued  while  living, 
they  pass  from  this  world  unnoticed  and  unwept.  But  their 
deaths  leave  vacancies  which  must  be  supplied;  the  inexorable 
demands  of  vice  and  dissipation  must  be  gratified,  and  who  can 
tell  what  inn<»€nt  and  happy  family  circle  may  next  have  to 
mourn  the  ruin  and  disgrace  of  one  of  its  members  ?  In  a  sub- 
sequent portion  of  this  work  it  will  be  necessary  to  notice  the 
means  employed  for  ensnaring  the  innocent  and  unsuspecting, 
and  to  show  that  this  is  a  danger  which  threatens  all  classes  o£ 
the  community. 

QuestMH.  Were  you  born  in  America?    If  so,  is  what 

STATE  ? 


8l«i>'.  Nntnber. 

Alabama      .....  1 
Carolina,  North      .         .8 

"        South      ...  4 

Columbia,  Diiitrict  of .     .  1     i 

Conuecticut 42 

Delaware 1 

Georgia  ...  1 

Ulinoia 1 

Kentucky 2 

Louisiana 4 

Maine 24 

Maryland 15 


:*t«t.'.  N'nmber. 

Massachusetts  .     .     .     .     11 

Missiniri 1 

New  Ilatapahire    ...      1 

New  Jersey 69 

New  York 894 

Ohio 8 

PeniMylvania    ....    71 
Rhode  Island     ....     Id 

Vermont IC 

Virginia 9 

Total  bora  in  United  I    --^ 
States    ...      i    ^''^ 

The  number  of  prostitutes  in  New  York  who  were  born  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  slightly  exceeils  three  eighths  of 
the  aggregate  from  whom  replies  to  these  queries  were  obtained. 
They  are  natives  of  twenty-one  states  and  one  district,  and  may 
be  subdivided  in  geographical  order  as  follows ; 

1.  The  Ea.stem  District,  containing  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  contributes 
one  hmidred  and  seventy-two  women  to  the  prostitutes  of  New 
York  City. 

2.  The  Middle  States,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
DiBtrict  of  Columbisi,  Ddawnre,  Murvland,  and  Virpma.  contrib- 
ute five  hundred  and  .si.vty-.six  women. 
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8.  The  Soutbern  States,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Geor- 
gia, Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  contribute  twelve  women. 

4.  The  Wesu-m  Stati-s,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Kentucky, 
contribute  also  twelve  women. 

On  what  hypothesis  can  these  proportions  be  explained  ?  Maine, 
on  the  extreme  northeast,  with  a  i<x'ky,  surge-beaten  coast  front- 
ing on  the  wild  Atlantic,  with  a  harsh,  cold  climate,  sends  twenty- 
four  women  from  her  population  of  580,U(Xt,  while  Virginia,  with 
1,421,000  inhabitants,  contributes  but  nine !  This  dift'ercnce  in 
favor  of  the  southern  state  can  not  be  explained  on  tht'  ground 
of  distance,  for  the  boundaries  of  each  state  are  nearly  equidistant 
Irom  New  York;  nor  can  it  be  sustained  by  the  idea  that  Maine 
has  more  sea-coast,  as  the  maritime  coast  of  the  southern  state  is 
at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  northern  one,  and  the  ordinary'  tend- 
encies to  imiiioralitv  in  sea-port  towns  would  be  equally  felt  in 
each.  The  case  is  still  farther  involved  by  the  fact  that  in  all 
southern  cities  the  majority  of  prostitutes  are  from  the  north ;  and 
it  is  a  well-known  circumstiincc,  that  at  certiun  periods  large  num- 
bers of  courtesans  from  New  York,  Boston,  and  other  cities  emi- 
grate southward.  Were  the  geiu-nilly  received  opinion  of  the  ef- 
fects of  a  warm  climate  upon  female  organization  to  be  adopted  in 
this  connection,  not  only  would  there  be  no  necessity  for  this  ex- 
odus, but  the  number  of  prostitutes  received  from  Virginia  should 
largely  exceed  those  from  Maine.  This  fact  is  suflBcieut  to  con- 
firm  the  idea  already  expressed,  that  fraud  or  force  is  used  to  en- 
trap these  females.  The  natives  of  a  bleak  northern  state  are  far 
more  likely  to  be  deceived  by  the  artful  misrepresentations  of 
emissaries  from  New  York  than  the  denizens  of  the  southern  por- 
tion of  our  Union.  The  foi-mer  lead  a  life  of  comparative  hard- 
ship, the  latter  one  of  comparative  ease.  In  Maine,  over  six  thou- 
sand women,  or  one  in  every  forty-six  of  the  female  [wpulation, 
are  immuied  for  six  days  in  every  week  in  a  crowded  factory;  in 
Virginia,  over  three  thousand  wotiien,  or  one  in  every  one  hund- 
red and  thirty-four  of  the  female  population,  are  similarly  employ- 
ed.' This  mode  of  life  will  form  a  matter  for  subsequent  consid- 
eration, so  far  as  its  tendencies  1<>  inmiorality  are  concerned. 

Again :  Place  in  contrast  RhtKle  Island  with  eighteen  women 
living  by  prostitution  in  New  York,  and  a  population  of  only 
HO.WHl,  and  Maryland  with  fifteen  prostitutes  in  New  York,  and 
a  population  of  418,000,  and  a  more  palpable  difference  in  favor 

'  U.  S.  Censu.,  1850. 
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of  the  southern  state  is  apparent.  The  Ibrmer  sends  one  prosti- 
tute out  of  every  eight  thousand  of  her  inhabitants ;  the  latter,  one 
out  of  every  twenty-eight  thousand. 

CalcuUiting  on  the  basis  of  tiie  respective  populations,  Vennont 
and  New  Hampshire  have  nearly  the  same  propurtiun  as  Maiue; 
MassachustJtta  exceeds  the  average;  and  Coniieelicut  (/«/•  e.iceJ- 
leiice,  "the  laud  of  steady  habits'')  has  a  still  larger  excess.  New 
Jersey  ha.s  the  largest  proportion  of  any  state  in  the  union,  and 
Pennsylvania  shows  about  the  average  of  MaiiK'.  The  Southern 
and  Western  States  have  but  iew  representatives.  New  York,  the 
honn'  state,  will  be  noticed  in  due  eoui-se.  The  preceding  facts 
will  su[>jily  materials  for  reflection,  in  coujuuction  with  the  ques- 
tion, "On  wbat  hypothesis  can  these  proportions  be  explained?" 

The  selfevideut  answer  to  this  query  would  se<'in  Ui  be  that  the 
excess  from  the  Eastern  and  Middle  Stat*?s  arises  from  the  employ- 
ment of  a  much  larger  projxirtion  of  females  iu  manufacturing  and 
sedentary  occupations.  A  young  woman  of  anient  temperament 
can  not  but  feel  the  hardship  of  this  pasition  in  life  as  compared 
with  her  more  favored  sisters  in  other  states,  and  when  such  an 
idea  has  once  obtained  p<>s.session  of  "lier  mind,  it  forms  a  subject 
for  constant  thought.  Thus,  when  already  pn'ilisjiosfd  in  favor 
of  any  change,  she  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  ti'm])ter  a  pliant  vic- 
tim. Beyond  the  hardship  attendant  on  her  d;iily  labor,  the  as- 
sociiations  which  are  formed  in  factories  or  work.sliops  where  both 
sexes  are  employed  very  frequently  result  disastn)usly  for  the  fe- 
male. Notwithstanding  aU  the  care  whieli  nuiy  be  tiiken  on  the 
part  of  employers- — and  it  is  a  subject  for  nalionjil  pride  that  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  are  doing  far  more  to  elevate  the  moral  char- 
acter of  their  employ<?8  than  the  sjune  class  of  men  in  othcF  lauds — 
it  is  morally  imj>ossible  that  thesi'  intimacies  can  be  entirely  suj>- 
pressed,  nor  can  their  ruinous  eftecls  be  prevcnte<l.  Study  the 
moral  .statistics  of  any  of  the  manufacturing  ttjwns  in  Great  Britain 
or  on  the  Continent  of  Eurojic,  and  the  siuue  results  are  presented, 
but  in  a  more  alarming  degrce,  Ix'cau.se  there  the  sujwrvision  is 
not  only  weak  in  itself,  but  is  frequently  intrusted  to  improper 
persona,  whose  interest  is  often  in  direct  opp)sitii>n  to  their  duty. 

A  few  words  in  resiwct  to  the  State  of  New  York.  The  num- 
ber of  pro.stitutcs  in  projwrtion  to  the  population  far  excccils  the 
ratio  from  any  other  state  eavepl  New  Jersey.  Bevond  the  efifect 
of  manufactures,  which  operate  here  to  a  corresjxMiding  extent  as 
in  other  states,  the  immen.se  maritime  lousiness  of  New  York  City, 
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and  the  constant  flood  of  immigrants  and  strangers  passing  through 
it,  must  be  taken  into  consideration.  This  constantly  fills  some 
localities  with  sailors,  men  proverbial  for  having  "  in  every  port  a 
wife,"  and  many  of  whom  are  notorious  frequenters  of  houses  of 
prostitution.  This  circumstance  proves  that  this  infernal  traCBc 
is  governed  by  the  same  rules  which  regulate  commercial  transac- 
tions, namely,  that  the  supply  is  in  proportion  to  the  demand.  If, 
by  any  miracle,  all  the  seamen  and  strangers  visiting  New  York 
could  be  trauslbrmed  into  moral  men,  at  least  from  one  half  to  two 
thirds  of  the  houses  of  ill  fame  would  be  absolutely  bankrupt. 

The  constant  flood  of  immigration  leaves  a  mass  of  debris  Ix-hind 
it,  consisting,  iu  the  first  phice,  of  men  idle  and  vicious  in  their  own 
lands,  who  transfer  their,  vices  to  the  country  of  their  adoption, 
and  for  a  time  after  arrival  here  devote  what  means  they  possess 
to  the  pursuit  of  debauchery,  and  materially  help  to  swell  the  tor- 
rent of  immorality.  Another  class  of  immigrants  are  women, 
many  of  whom  are  sent  here  by  charitable  (?)  associations  or  pub- 
lic bodies  in  foreign  lands,  as  the  most  ecoTi(>mical  way  to  get  rid 
of  them.  Many  of  these  females  become  mothers  almost  as  soon  as 
they  land  on  the.se  shores ;  in  fact,  the  probability  of  such  an  event 
sometimes  hastens  their  departure.  They  exist  here  in  the  most 
squalid  misery  in  some  tenement  house  or  hovel.  Their  children 
receive  none  of  the  advantages  of  education  ;  for,  as  soon  as  they 
can  bt^g,  they  are  compelled  to  aid  in  the  struggle  for  bread,  and 
the  most  frequent  result  is  that  the  boys  are  arrested  for  some  pet- 
ty thefl,  and  the  girls  become  prostitutes,  thus  contributing  to  meet 
the  di'tnaiul  ciiused  by  the  classes  already  mentioned. 

But,  in  addition  to  these  foreign  children  born  by  accident  in 
our  state,  the  jiroportion  of  prostitutes  from  New  York  is  increased 
by  the  facility  olVered  for  transit  from  the  interior  to  the  city. 
Doubtless  there  are  many  courtesans  from  the  eastern  and  south- 
ern districts  who  find  tlieir  way  to  some  of  the  large  cities  in  their 
own  part  of  the  country,  and  so,  on  the  same  principle,  when  a 
woman  in  this  state  has  fidlen  into  vicioiis  habits  her  natural  resort 
is  to  this  metrojK)li8.  In  addition  to  the  more  extended  market  it 
offers  for  her  charm.s,  its  ailvantjiges  as  a  great  central  rendezvous 
for  the  nation  must  not  be  overl(K)ked.  Here  a  prostitute  can  live 
until  her  attractions  wane,  and  hence  she  can  easily  reach  any 
southern  or  other  point  where  abandoned  women  are  in  demand. 
Despite  of  the  large  numlier  of  prostitutes  ascertained  to  have  been 
bom  within  the  bounds  of  New  York  State,  it  can  not  be  conceded 
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that  we  are  any  less  moral  than  our  neighbors  in  other  parts  of 
the  confederation. 

It  is  a.  matter  for  the  most  serious  consideration,  to  be  followed 
by  sound  and  judicious  action,  either  legislative  or  pei'sonul,  that 
80  large  a  Tiumber  of  American  girls  fall  victims  to  this  fell  de- 
stroyer in  M  land  when;  a  gootl  education  is  within  the  reach  of 
every  one;  where  industry,  if  properly  applied  in  the  right  chan- 
nels, will  afford  a  comfortable  maintenance  for  all ;  where  the  nat- 
ural resources  are  sufficient  to  support  nearly  hali'lho  inhabitants 
of  the  world. 

Question.  WeRE  YOl'  BORN  .\BROAD?  If  SO,  IK  WHAT  CXJUN- 
TRY '.' 


*  oiintri*--.  Numbers 

Austria 2 

Belgium 1 

British  North  Atnerioi     .  63 

Denmark 1 

England 104 

France 13 

Germany 249 

Ireland 706 

Italy 1 


I  ountrifti. 

Poland  .  . 
Prussia  .  . 
Saxony  .  . 
Scotland  .  . 
Switzerland  . 
Wales  .  . 
West  Indies 
At  Sea    .     . 


N  Ulll)jiT«. 

3 

6 

2 
52 
IT 

1 

4 
13 


Total  bom  abroad  .   1233 

It  has  been  frequently  remarked,  ami  as  geiientlly  believed,  in 
the  absence  of  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject,  that  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  pmstitutes  in  New  York  are  of  foreign 
birth;  but  the  facts  already  developed,  with  the  few  remarks  which 
will  be  made  upon  the  above  table  of  nativities,  go  far  toward 
falsifying  that,  opinion.  The  enumeration  shows  that  five  eighths 
only  were  born  abroad,  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  fimishing 
the  largest  proportion.  The  ratio  in  which  the  several  parts  of 
that  kingdom  supply  the  New  World  with  courtesans  may  be  stated 
in  round  numbers  as  follows :  Ireland  eontribittes  one  |irostitute  to 
every  four  thousand  of  her  population ;  British  North  America, 
one  prostitute  to  every  seven  thousand  of  |5opuIafioi) ;  Srotland, 
one  prostitute  to  every  sixteen  thousand  of  population  ;  England 
and  Wales,  one  prostitute  to  every  fifty  thousand  of  population. 
Of  course,  this  will  be  understood  a«  referring  to  all  prostitutes 
now  living  in  this  city,  assuming  1  lu'  average  nativities  of  aU  to  be 
fairly  represented  in  the  replies  obtained  IVoni  a  portion. 

But  these  numbers,  being  based  upon  thi-  populatioti  of  the  sev- 
eral countries,  give  but  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  ext*'Ht  of  vice 
among  that  portion  of  their  people  who  have  settled  in  America, 
and  u  more  satisfactory  comparison  can  be  drawn  from  the  reeorda 
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of  emigration.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  arrivals  in  each  year 
fix)m  the  lime  the  existing  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Emigration 
was  organized  to  the  end  of  1857  (a  period  of  ten  years),  it  is 
found  that  the  numbers  average  two  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand per  annum,  which  gives  a  proportion  of  one  prostitute  to  ev- 
ery two  hundred  and  fifty  emigrants.  This  i.s  bused  upon  the 
theory  that  one  fourth  of  the  abandoned  women  die  or  are  other- 
wise removed  from  tlie  city  every  year.  To  repeat  this  fact  in 
plainer  words :  of  every  two  hundred  and  dfty  emigrants — men, 
women,  and  children,  who  land  at  our  docks,  at  least  one  woman 
eventually  become.s  known  as  a  prostitute. 

This  demoralization  may  be  a<:couiited  for  in  several  ways. 
There  is  frequently  a  protracted  interval  between  the  time  when 
families  arrive  at  the  intended  j)ort  of  ilcparturc  and  the  day  on 
which  they  sail ;  and  during  this  space  they  an-  i-xposed  to  all 
the  malign  influences  invariably  existing  in  large  sea-port  towns, 
which  must  iinpai-l  vicious  ideits  to  young  people  who  have  re- 
cently left  some  secluded  part  of  the  countiy.  Take  Liverpool, 
for  instance,  the  port  whence  the  largest  number  of  emigrants 
come  to  U.S,  and  which  contains  one  prostitute  for  every  eighty- 
eight  inhabitanus,  and  the  wonder  will  h*-,  not  that  so  many  are 
contaminated,  but  that  so  many  escai>p.  When  the  dangers  of 
the  town  are  suinioimTi'd,  another  source  of  immorality  is' found 
in  the  steerage  passage  across  the  Atlantic.  This  occupies  from 
one  to  three  months,  during  which  time  the  females  an-  ueeessnri- 
ly  in  constant  eoniinunication  with  the  other  sex,  and  frequently 
exposed  to  scenes  of  indelicacy  too  glaring  to  be  described  here; 
and  this  in  addition  to  the  constant  machinations  of  the  aban- 
doned and  unprincipled  men  who  are  to  be  found,  in  greater  or 
less  numbers,  in  every  ship's  complement  of  crew  and  passengers. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  germ  implanted  in  the  sea-poit 
town  often  develops  into  its  legitimate  fniit.  But  when  the  ship 
has  reached  her  haven,  and  the  perils  of  the  sea  are  passed, 
there  arc  dangers  to  be  encountered  on  land.  The  present  ar- 
rangements for  disembarking  emigrants  at  Castle  Garden  have  re- 
moved many  of  the  most  objectionable  features  fonnerly  incident 
to  their  entry  into  the  land  of  their  adoption,  yet  there  are  many 
still  remaining.  If  a  family  desire  to  travel  to  the  interior  of 
the  country,  they  can  do  so  at  once;  but  should  they  remain  in 
the  city,  they  are  exposed  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  emigrant 
boarding-house  keepers,  generally  themselves  natives  of  the  "old 
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country,"  who,  having  l>een  swindled  on  their  arrival,  are  both 
competent  and  wiliing  to  practice  the  same  impositions  on  others. 
It  must  not  be  eoneludeil  th;it  all  who  follow  the  business  are 
worthy  of  this  sweeping  condemnation ;  many  of  them  are  un- 
doubtedly honest,  yet  it  can  not  be  denied  that  oiIrts  do  pursue 
this  nefarious  course,  and  when  they  have  drained  all  the  re- 
eources  of  their  customers,  they  turn  them  adrift  to  beg,  or  starve, 
or  sin  for  a  subsistence. 

To  one  or  the  other  of  these  causes  many  girls  owe  their  ruin. 
Indeed,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  a  majority  of  the 
prostittttes  of  foreign  birth  are  more  or  less  influenced  thereby. 
In  addition  to  these,  there  aiv  (jtlier  snares  constantly  set  for 
strangers,  to  which  we  shall  hereafter  allude. 

It  13  scarcely  within  the  ])roviiice  of  this  section  to  notice  meas- 
ures calculated  to  remove  the  evils  named.  With  the  first,  the 
American  people  have  no  possible  means  of  interfering.  With 
regard  to  the  second,  many  difficulties  must  be  encountered  and 
overcome.  The  Commissioners  of  Emigration  liave  taken  steps  to 
avert  some  of  the  evils,  and,  in  consequence  of  their  application  to 
tlie  present  Congress,  a  bill  has  been  introduced  making  it  a  penal 
ofteiise  for  any  officer  or  sailor  on  emigrant  shij)s  to  have  carnal 
intercourse  with  any  passenger,  whether  with  or  without  her 
consent. 

The  third  evil  named  is  a  local  question  peculiarly  and  entirely 
under  our  own  control,  and,  at  the  risk  of  anticipating  the  subject, 
it  may  be  suggested  that  the  most  effectual  way  of  obviating  it 
would  be  the  organization  of  a  plan  offering  inducements  and  fa- 
cilities for  young  women  to  leave  the  city,  thus  removing  them 
from  its  baneful  influences  to  a  pan.  of  the  country  where  their 
own  lalior  would  give  them  the  means  of  a  t!ondi*riabl<'  subsist- 
ence and  a  virtuous  life.  It  is  but  poor  policy  to  retain  in  New 
York  numbers  of  persons  who  can  by  no  possibihty  procure  em- 
ployment in  an  already  overcrowded  field  of  labor,  and  who  must 
eventually  consent  to  earn  a  precariovis  Uving  by  the  sacrifice  of 
virtue.  It  matters  not  through  what  agency  their  ruin  is  effect- 
ed, whether  by  the  oppression  of  a  boarchng-hous*-  keeper,  the  in- 
trigues of  an  intelligence-ofhce,  or  the  wiles  of  abandoned  i>nes  of 
their  own  sex.  The  degradation  is  an  indisputable  fact,  and  the 
expeiuses  to  every  citizen  from  the  extra  cost  of  police  supervi- 
sion, courts  of  justice,  hospitals,  and  penitentiaries,  would  proba- 
bly be  enough  to  remove  many  from  the  city  who  are  debauched 
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Nombrrs.  , 

9 
.     11 

t-^ngth  of  *''  *i>tenor. 

Under  5  years      .     . 
"   10    "     .     .     . 

\  umben. 

10« 
369 

.    21 
.     75 

10  years  and  upward 
Prom  Birth     .     .     . 

292 

.  762 

.  159 

Unascertained      .     . 

31 

.    99 

Total            .     . 

2000 

83 


fur  the  want  of  opportiiniiy  to  leave.  It  would  be  far  better  to 
try  the  system  of  prevt-ntion  in  the  first  mstjince,  and  this  would 
probably  be  successful  in  many  cases;  wiiereas  any  reformatory 
plan  is  almost  useless  where  the  Rubicon  has  been  passed. 

Question.  How  LONG  HAVE  Yor  resided  in  the  Cxited 
States  ? 

I^ntfth  of  ICiviflenoe. 

Under  2  months      . 

"3       "  .     . 

"      6      "  .     . 

"      1  year  .    . 

"      2  years  .     . 
"      3     " 
"      4     " 

In  intimate  connection  with  llu-  subject  of  the  nativities  of  pros 
titutes  now  in  New  York  are  the  answers  to  the  above  inquiry. 
Deducting  the  number  of  native-bom  women,  it  will  be  found  that 
five  hundred  and  sixty -three,  or  more  than  forty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  foreigners,  have  resided  in  the  United  States  less  than  five 
years;  and  of  this  number,  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  or  nearly 
twenty-one  per  cent.,  have  resided  here  less  than  one  year.  These 
averages  support,  to  some  extent,  the  opinion  already  advanced, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  prostitutes  in  New  York  City  were 
either  seduced  jjrevious  to  leaving  their  |>ort  of  departure,  or  oa 
their  passiige,  or  very  soon  after  their  arrival  hei-e,  when  they  com- 
menced fortbwith  a  practice  which  forces  them  eventually  to  be- 
come a  burden  upon  the  tax-paying  community.  In  a  majority 
of  case.s,  this  must  \k'.  thi-  result  of  their  career;  the  suceessive  fall 
fix)m  one  gradation  of  their  wretched  life  to  a  lower  finally  land- 
ing them  in  the  prisons  or  hospitals  of  a  city  toward  whose  ex- 
penses neither  their  pocuuian'  ability  nor  their  labor  have  ever 
contributed  a  farthing,  Their  support  thus  falls  upon  the  work- 
ing population,  an  arguiiicnl  of  dollars  and  cents  which  will  not 
be  witliout  its  intluence  in  a  consideration  of  the  immerous  evils 
of  prostitution. 

The  remaining  fifty-five  per  cent.,  having  been  in  the  United 
States  more  than  five  years,  are  by  law  entitled  to  receive  any  as- 
sistance which  their  necessities  may  demand  from  local  funds,  but 
of  this  number  there  am  some  who  have -doubtless  been  chargea- 
ble to  public  institutions  l>efore  they  had  completed  the  required 
term  of  residence,  as  there  are  unquestionably  many  who.  in  order 
to  procure  relief,  make  false  representations  as  to  the  time  of  their 
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arrival.  Reasoning  from  well-ascertained  facta,  there  can  be  little 
exaggeration  in  the  c-stimate  that  from  eighty  to  one  b.unvlred  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum  is  the  amount  which  the  citizecB  of  New 
Yoik  'jouiribute  to  the  support  of  foreigners  who  have  been  less 
than  five  years  in  the  United  States.  Nor  can  this  be  prevented 
yjoless  the  claims  of  sufi'ering  humanity  are  epriielv  ignored.  Of 
course,  the  idea  that  a  sick  or  disabled  man  oi  woman  is  to  he  left 
to  perish  can  not  be  entertained  lir  one  mometit.  If  they  are  in 
want  or  in  pain,  every  dictate  of  oui  eonimoi.  nature  demands 
that  they  shall  be  relieved.  Bui  ii  may  be  suggested  to  ibose  in 
terested  in  the  question  of  loc'^il  tiixation  to  give  their  prompt 
assistance  to  any  practicable  scheme  which  will  diminish  the 
amount  ot  vice,  and  consequently  reduce  the  expenses  resulting 
therefrom,  such  as  a  carefully-devised  plan  for  shielding  emi- 
grants from  corrupting  influences,  and  forwarding  llie  dL-stitute 
t<i  sections  where  labor  may  be  obtained.  U|X)n  the  moral  ef- 
fects of  such  an  arrangement  it  is  uniiecessarj'  to  remark,  as  they 
are  self-evident ;  of  its  successful  working  and  eventual  economy 
tut  little  doubt  can  be  entertained. 

Question.  How    LONG   have   voi'    RESIDED   IN   New   Vokk 
Btate  ■' 


I^ngili  of  llwldrooe 

Under  2  months 

Numl-'». 

.     35 

T^nder  5  years      .     . 

Nunihen. 

.  127 

u 

3       "     .     . 

.     .     20 

"   10  ■  "   .    .    . 

.  374 

u 
u 

6       "      .     . 
1  year      .     . 

.     .     43 
.     .  132 

10  years  iind  upward 
Fixi'iii  Birth     .     .     . 

.  433 
.  353 

u 

2  years     .     . 

.  186 

Unascertained      .     . 

.    as 

8    « 

4     « 

.  152 
.  110 

Total       .     .     . 

2000 

Question.    How    LO> 

'G     HAVK 

vol"     RESIDED    IN    N 

EW    Vo 

City? 

/ 

Under  2  months 

Nambcn*. 

.    46 

I.rnplh  I'f  I'Mldenc*. 

Under  5  years      .     . 

.  135 

ii 

3       "      .     . 

,     30 

'■    10     "    ,     .     . 

.  388 

<i 

6       «      .     . 

.     56 

10  years  and  upward 

.  427 

<i 

1  year       .     . 

.  140 

From  Hirth      .    .     . 

.  185 

c< 

2  years     .     . 

.  236 

Unascertained      .     . 

.     40 

(i 
Ii 

3  "    .     .    . 

4  "   .     .     . 

.  189 
.  128 

Total        .     .     . 

2000 

These  tables  require  no  comment.  The  attention  of  the  reader 
may  merely  be  called  to  the  fact  that  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  women  have  been  already  reporttMi  as  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  of  which  number  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  have 
resided  within  its  limits  continuously  from  the  time  of  their  birth, 
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and  that  one  hundred  and  eighty -five,  or  nearly  one  half,  were  na- 
tives of  New  York  City,  and  have  resided  therein  from  the  day 
thi'y  were  boni.  This  lact  alone  demonstrates  that  the  influences 
of  metropolitan  lile  are  not  very  favorable  to  the  advance  of  fe- 
male mordlity. 

Question.  What  indcced  yoc  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States? 


Came  as  stewardesses  .  .  2 
Ran  away  from  home  .  .  18 
111  usage  of  {«ircnt«  ...  34 
Came  with  thuir  .seducers  .  39 
Came  to  impro\e  their  con- 
ditioD 411 


Sent  out  by  pai  en t«  or  friends  81 

Came  with  relatives  or  to 

join  relatives  already  in 

the  United  Sutes     '.     .  t)19 

No  special  cause  assigned        34 

Total  of  foreignere     1238 


I 


This  table  shows  that  a  majority  of  the  prostitutes  of  (urcigi 
birth  were  induct;d  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  either  hy 
considerations  of  policy — four  hundred  and  eleven  iissipning  as 
their  reason  a  desire  to  irnpn>v>*  their  etuidition  in  lill — or  from 
fiunily  eoiuiectioiis,  six  hundred  and  iiiueteeu  having  arrived  with 
relatives  and  friends,  or  with  the  purpose  of  joining  relatives  and 
friends  ala'ady  in  this  country. 

It  will  not  be  denied  by  any  one  familiar  with  the  subject  that 
one  main  reason  for  emigration  is  always  found  in  the  compara- 
tive difficulty  of  earning  a  livelihood  in  the  plae*  of  the  emigrant's 
nativity  and  the  expectation  of  doin>f  better  in  a  strange  land;  a 
conclusion  sustained  by  the  fact  that  a  prosperous  year  in  Europe 
serves  to  check  the  arrivals  here,  and  vice  versa.  With  the  diffi- 
cult problem  of  labor  and  remuneration  in  the  Old  World  it 
would  be  out  of  place  to  interfere ;  but  it  may  be  remarked  that, 
badly  as  many  branches  of  female  employment  are  paid  for  with 
us,  they  are  still  worse  paid  for  in  England.  Relerence  to  a  pre- 
vious chapier.  treating  of  the  causes  of  prostitution  in  that  coun- 
try, will  at  once  establish  this  ix)iut,  and  the  instances  therein 
quoted  of  the  wages  paid  in  Loudon  will  remove  all  surprise  that 
this  country  should  be  a  receptacle  for  underpaid  operatives,  or 
that  the  hope  of  realizing  better  wages  should  be  sufficiently  j.>ow- 
erful  to  sever  all  ties  of  birth-place  and  home.  But  many  of  these 
impoverished  women  were  actually  dependent  upon  friends  for  the 
pajrment  of  their  passage-money,  and  consequently  arrived  here 
almost  literally  penniless,  with  vciy  slight  prospects  of  obtaining 
work,  and  frequently  with  but  one  alternative,  and  the  only  one 
they  had  before  coming  here,  which  the}'  must  embrace  or  starve. 
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Another  class  assign  as  a  reason  for  expatriation  the  ill  usage 
of  parents,  in  itself  a  prolific  cause  of  prostitution  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, but  more  especially  when  its  effects  Lave  lieen  to  drive 
the  girl  a  distance  of  four  thousand  miles  from  home. 

From  an  examination  ol"  these  causes  alone,  it  it?  apparent  that, 
however  well  qualified,  ph^-sically  and  morally,  to  add  their  quota 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  had  their  exertions  beeu 
properly  directed,  yet  the  circumstances  under  which  these  women 
emigrated  were  so  embarrassing  as  to  render  them  easy  victims  to 
those  whose  special  business  seems  to  be  to  ensnare  the  friendless 
and  unfortunate. 

This  branch  of  inquiry  may  be  continued  by  a  reference  to  the 
following  table,  giving  a  summary  of  answers  to  the 

Que.'ition,  DiD  YOU  receive  axy  assist.vnce,  and  if  so,  to 
what  amount,  to  enable  you  to  emigrate  to  the  united 
States? 

*  mount  of  AMbtjinnp 

Paid  their  own  expen.'«8     . 
RecVl  assistance,  auiount  t 
not  sfiecified     .     .     .\ 

Kec'd  aasistance,  $20  i-ach,  89 

«           "          25    "  94 

.  "           "          30     "  43 

"           "          35    "  15 

"           "          40    "  24 

•'           45     "  6 

•'          50     «  28 

«          55    «  3 

«          60     "  12 

"          65    "  2 

«  70      a  2 

"  Ih    "  2 

"         100     "        12 


26S 
618 


M 

« 
U 
W 
M 
« 
M 


Mnoint  of  .%(>|MaBcr.  Nui 

Received  as.|^Oeacb,  1 

«  «  120  "  3 

«  «  140  "  2 

«  "  150  «  3 

a  u  175  «  1 

«  «  180  "  9 

"  «  200  "  5 

«  «  220  «  1 

«  -  250  «  2 

«  a  300  « 

«  "  400  « 

u  «  goo  " 


4 

1 
_l    

Total.*     .     .     .     '.ne  269 
-  976 

Total  of  foreign-bora  prostitutes  1238 
It  appears  ilmi  only  twf)  hundred  and  sixty-two,  <»r  ab<->ut  one 
fif\h  of  the  total  number,  paid  their  owm  passage-monev.  the  re- 
mainder having  received  pecuniary  assistance  toward  that  object 
ranging  from  an  un.specified  amount,  which,  in  all  probiibility,  was 
not  more  than  the  jx)sitivc  expenses  of  the  voyage,  t<j  sLx  hundred 
dollars.  It  will  he  observed  that  the  majority  did  not  receive 
more  than  forty  dollars  e^h,  eight  hundred  and  eighty-three  of 
those  asaisUKl  stating  that  such  help  did  not  exceed  that  sum. 
This  certainly  was  but  a  very  inadequate  amount  to  pay  the  ex- 
p-nses  of  an  outfit  and  a  voyage  across  the  .\tlantie,  and  then  to 
support  a  person  in  a  .strange  land  until  employment  could  be  se- 
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cui-ed  ;  particnlarly  if  shti  was  but  one  of  a  family  eacb  meuibei 
of  which  had  die  same  imperat've  necessity  for  work  as  heraelC 
These  remaiks  may  be  thought  inconsistent  with  the  statements 
pubhshed  in  1856  of  the  amount  of  money  brought  to  this  comi- 
try  by  immigrants ;  but  it  may  be  suggested  that,  although  these 
reports  gave  a  correct  statement  of  the  sum  in  the  possession  of 
all  the  2)a9senger8  by  a  certain  vessel,  they  are  altogether  silent  as 
to  the  numbers  wlio  weie  destitute.  They  merely  proved  what 
has  been  universally  conceded  within  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
namely  thai  among  the  iiiiniigrants  arriving  are  many  with  con- 
siderable cash  means.  But  it  does  not  require  much  reflection  to 
convince  any  one  that  wiieu  a  family  bring  available  funds  with 
them,  they  will  leave  New  York  as  quickly  as  possible  in  search 
of  some  locaiity  wnere  tbeir  money  may  be  advantageously  em- 
ployed. This  is  still  more  likely,  as  the  fact  of  their  being  po.s- 
aesaed  of  capital  proves  them  to  have  practiced  habits  of  industry 
and  economy  at  home,  which  would  scarcely  abandon  them  when 
they  reached  the  New  World  The  aggregated  facts  as  to  pri)p- 
erty  do  not  toucL  isolated  cases  of  poverty,  the  most  dangerous  to 
this  coramuniry,  because  individuals  who  are  forced  to  remain  in 
the  city  from  want  of  means  to  leave  it  not  only  swell  its  long  list 
of  paupers,  but  are  in  circumstances  which  may  materially  influ- 
ence them  to  become  prostitutes,  and  have  the  spur  of  necessity  to 
urge  them  forward  in  this  or  any  other  course  which  may  offer  a 
respite  from  starvation. 

The  following  table  corroborates  this  theory ;  it  consists  of  re- 
plies to  the  other  part  of  the  same 

Question.  Did  Yor  receive  any  assistance,  and  if  so,  from 

WHOM,  TO  ENABLE  YOU  TO  EMIGRATE  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES? 
By  wbom  mwUtM.  Niim>Mtr< 

Paid  their  own  expenses 269 

By  relatives  or  friends 805 

By  money  remitted  by  relatives  or  friends  in  the  D.  8.    .  100 

Stole  money  from  their  friends 3-i 

By  seducers 28 

By  public  authorities 9 

Totals 976    26i 

—    976 

Total  of  foreign-bom  prosdtutea    ....  1238 

As  a  general  rule,  the  parties  by  whom  assistance  was  rendered 
were  not  likely  to  advance  any  amount  beyond  what  was  abso- 
lutely required.     Even  this  amount  would  perhaps  be  reduced 
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before  the  tennination  of  the  voyage,  if  it  should  prove  a  pro 
tracted  one,  and  the  piovisionj?  of  the  passengers  be  exhausted,  aa 
there  are  on  board  every  aliip  p^Tsons  who  are  willing  to  sell  arti- 
cles of  food  at  prices  ranging  from  three  to  six  times  their  value, 
and  who  an'  equally  ready  to  supply  deniands  fur  brandy  or  to- 
bacco also.  Oil  a  review  of  the  i-esponses  given  to  the  three  ques- 
tions which  have  been  uuder  consideration  iu  this  section,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  opiuioiia  expressed  are  legitimate  deductions  from 
the  premises.  They  may  Ix:  thus  recapitulated :  The  majunty  of 
those  immigrants  who  subsequently  become  prostitutes  in  New 
York  were  ahnosi  destitute  in  their  own  country;  they  arrive  here 
with  little  oi-  uo  means  of  sup|Jort ;  their  poverty  renders  them  pe- 
culiarly liable  to  yield  to  temptation,  ii^  indeed,  many  of  them  have 
not  previously  fallen.  Thus,  if  we  do  not  receive  them  as  prosti- 
tutes when  they  reach  our  shores,  we  receive  them  in  a  oonditioQ 
immediately  to  become  such  for  the  sake  of  subsisteDce. 
Question.  Can  Yor  READ  AND  WEITE? 

Pi'Bro''  I'f  Hiimtlon.  NnmtinK. 

Can  read  and  write  well 714 

Can  read  and  write  imperfeoUy •  546 

Can  read  only 819 

Unedaoated 681 

Total 8000 

Seven  hundred  and  Ibuiteen  of  the  women  who  were  examined 

in  New  York  City  say  that  they  can  read  and  write  vxU.  This 
must  uot  be  regarded  as  pi-oof  that  they  have  received  a  superior, 
or  even  a  medium  education,  but  is  a  phrase  which  may  be  inter- 
preted to  mean  that  they  can  read  a  page  of  printed  matter  with- 
out much  trouble,  and  can  sign  their  names,  although  troth  com- 
pels the  admission  that  their  writing  is  very  often  a  species  of  pen- 
manship extremely  difficult  to  decipher.  Beyond  such  acquire- 
ments as  these,  very  few,  seanrely  one  in  each  five  hundred,  have 
progressed.  Five  hundred  and  forty-six  win  read  and  write  tm- 
perfectly,  a  grade  of  education  which  may  be  defined  as  midway 
between  the  amount  of  knowledge  already  described  and  a  state 
of  total  Ignorance;  enough,  in  fact,  to  relieve  them  from  the  sus- 
picion of  Ix^ing  altogether  illiterate,  which  is  the  sole  advantage 
they  can  claim  over  the  two  hundred  and  nini?teen  who  can  read 
only,  or  the  five  hundred  and  twenty-<jne  who  confess  that  they 
cn.ii  nnlJier  read  nor  wrib:  A.s  a  whole,  there  is  little  doubt  that 
the  prostitutes  m  Now  York  bcUeve,  "  where  ignorance  is  bliss^ 
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Hob  folly  to  be  wise."    These  remarks  are  made  from  obecrvatiuiia 
opoQ  this  class  during  a  long  hospital  experience. 

Bat,  Beriously,  such  a  state  of  ignorance  is  meet  deplorable. 
To  give  an  idea  of  the  facUities  for  acquiring  education  in  the  va- 
hoos  oountries  fiom  which  these  prostitutes  reach  us,  the  follow- 
ing statement  from  the  United  States  Census  for  I860'  is  submited: 

The  ratio  of  persons  receiving  education  is  as  follows: 
United  States,  1  to  emy  6  of  total  popolation. 


DLiimarfe,        !  " 

M       5     «      '* 

u 

Bveden,          1« 

w   e  w  M 

a 

Anna,          1" 

M        g     U       M 

M 

NonrBT,          1  '« 
Oreat  !^tain,  I  " 

u     f    u     u 

M 

u     ^    u     u 

U 

Vtmm,            l" 

«  10  "    « 

H 

Austria,           1" 

«  X8  «     « 

It 

Eolland,          1  " 

u   J4    ((     a 

w 

IrRland,           1 " 

«   14    "     • 

M 

Tbe  following  is  a  Mr  average  estimate  of  the  nrquirements  of 

BBttre  and  fon?igii-bom  proslitutea : 

PitLim  of  FdnoitlMn. 

V»fH«. 

rowtgnwfc 

Ou  read  and  write  well   . 

.    .     95  per  oent 

lOfjeroeDt. 

"      «      «       "    imperfectly  .     50  "      « 

50   "     " 

Cneduoated 

.    .    2S  «     « 

40  «     « 

100 

100 

Tile  average  of  educational  fiicilities  in  the  United  States  is  aa 
one  to  five;  in  Eutxjpoan  countries  it  is  one  to  t^-n.  In  other 
words,  every  one  in  this  countiy  has  twice  tho  opportunitit*  for 
education  compared  with  those  bom  in  the  Old  World:  oppor- 
tonitics  which,  in  the  cases  of  these  women  at  lonst,  have  not  been 
improved  to  their  full  extent.  Ol'  those  who  claim  to  be  well 
edncated,  the  United  States  show  more  than  the  average.  In  the 
dasB  imperfectly  educated,  foreigners  show  one  half  of  their  num- 
ber, and  the  superior  advantagis  in  this  country  only  produce  ex- 
actly the  same  proportion.  The,  proportion  of  those  uneducated 
is  not  mnch  more  fevorabli-  in  natives  than  in  foreigners.  Some 
allowiinrx»s  must  be  made,  however,  in  this  calculation,  for  the  &ct 
that  many  children  of  fnnitm  hirth  arrivi'  here  at  an  early  age, 
and  gain  such  education  as  they  possess  in  American  institutions; 
but  even  this  will  but  slightly  aflect  tbe  disprojiortion  alluded  to. 
But  no  possible  modifleation  ot  the  facts  can  be  conceived  suffix 
dent  to  excuse  the  negligence'  of  the  parents  or  friends  of  one 
foortb  of  tbe  nadve-bom  prostitutes  in  this  city  at  the  present 

ComoeiKlium  of  U.  S.  Ceu^us,  ISflO,  p.  146 
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day,  when  education  may  be  obtained  literally  "  without  money 
and  without  price." 

Sectarian  bigotry  must  be  held  responsible  for  niucb  of  tliis  of- 
fense. "  If  our  children  can  not  be  educated  as  we  plea.se,  they 
shall  not  be  educated  at  all.  If  they  must  not  read  the  books 
we  wish,  they  shall  never  learn  the  alphabet,"  is,  in  eftect,  if  not  in 
words,  the  language  of  thousands  in  this  country  to-day.  What 
are  the  results  of  this  cruel  pjHcy?  The  children  go  forth  into 
the  world  :  the  boys,  to  earn  a  precarious  Uving  by  the  sweat  of 
their  brow ;  the  girls,  condemned  to  the  most  servile  work  in  any 
family  where  their  .stupidity  may  find  a  shelter,  until  they  meet 
with  some  man  of  their  own  iiienUil  calibre,  whom  they  marry, 
and  forthwith  bring  up  their  unfortunate  children  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  they  themselves  were  reared.  This  is  the  bright- 
est view  of  the  future  of  ignorant  children ;  the  darker  shades  are 
depicted  in  the  annals  of  Wee  and  crime — may  be  seen  daily  in 
our  prisons,  hospitals,  poor-houses,  and  pauper  burying-grounda. 

The  picture  is  not  oveitlrawn  ;  nor  will  the  reply  so  common  in 
this  generation,  "  These  are  the  children  of  foreigners,"  serve  to 
exonerate  the  parents;  for  even  if  all  the  micducated  native  wom- 
en who  have  answereii  these  questions  were  born  of  foreign  par- 
entage, a  fact  which  must  be  proved  belbre  it  is  admitted,  but 
which  we  are  not  inclined  to  concede,  yet  they  were  born  on  our 
soil,  where  public  schools  were  open  to  receive  them,  and  their  in- 
telligence would  enhance  the  cre<lit  of  the  land  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  their  ignonmec  diminishes  it.  A  love  of  their  adopt- 
ed country,  its  institutions  and  its  fame,  is  not  too  much  to  ask  of 
parents  who  derive  their  maintenance  from  its  resources.  It  Ls  a 
libel  upon  the  parental  instinct  (it  can  not  be  called  feeling)  to  al- 
low any  child  in  the  United  States  to  arrive  at  yeai-s  of  maturity 
without  acquiring  a  good  plain,  solid  education.  Fathers  or 
mothers  who  pursue  such  a  course  as  this  would  con.sider  them- 
selves unjustly  accused  if  told  they  were  training  their  daughters 
to  become  prostitutes,  but  such  is  the  fact  It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  imagine  any  thing  so  likely  to  lead  a  woman  from  the  paths 
of  rectitude  as  ignonmce,  coupled  with  the  conviction  that  such 
ignorance  is  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  her  progress  in  life ;  it 
drives  her  to  intoxication  to  drown  her  reflections,  and  from  in- 
toxication to  prostitution  the  transition  is  easy  and  almost  certain. 

Here,  then,  are  a  number  of  young  women  thrown  into  society 
every  year  without  the  least  education ;  untrained  for  good,  and 
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only  fit  for  evil.  Ignorant  of  their  <liitie.s  to  themselves  or  to  the 
world;  with  sensibilities  callous  because  they  have  never  been 
cultivated;  with  faculties  on  a  level  with  the  inferior  animals 
from  the  Siime  cause,  they  are  expected  to  succeed  in  life!  It 
would  bo  as  consistent  to  take  a  man  who  had  never  seen  a  steam- 
engine,  and  give  him  the  control  of  a  locomotive  and  a  train  of 
cai-s  without  anticipating  an  accident,  as  it  is  to  presume  in  this 
day  of  kuowletlge  that  an  uneducated  man  or  woman  can  ever 
become  a  respectable  and  useful  member  of  society. 

Could  our  liberal  fiicilities  for  education  l>e  duly  improved, 
much  would  be  done  tu  prevent  the  vice  of  prostitution.  No 
classical  or  extraordinary  tuiti(jn  is  required  to  accomplish  this 
end ;  merely  conunon  i^ense  rightly  cultivated,  and  conscience  en- 
lightened and  developed,  so  us  to  appreciate  the  dilierence  be- 
tween right  Hud  wrong,  will  do  nmch  to  aid  a  woman  to  pass  un- 
scathed through  trials  which  constantly  ruin  the  ignorant. 

The  question  has  sometimes  arisen  whether  it  should  not  be 
made  compulsory  on  parents  to  educate  their  chililren.  The  pres- 
ent is  not  the  place  to  discu&s  that  subject,  but  the  following  sta- 
tistics will  show  to  what  extent  the  duty  is  neglected. 

The  United  States  Census  for  1850  reports : 

Population  of  New  York  City 61o,54'I 

ProjKirtion  uf  populatioD  between  the  ages  of  five  and 

fifteen  years 101,006 

Children  attending!;  schiiol .    70.685 

Percentage  of  children  attending  school     ....  75^% 

The  N<>w^  York  State  Cfnsus  for  1855  repir?<: 

Populatiiin  of  New  York  City 629.904 

Pro|)cirtinn  of  population  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fif- 
teen ye&ra     116.627 

No  returns  an-  made  of  the  namlxrs  attending  s<jhix)ls,  and 
these  must  be  sought  from  other  sources.  The  report  of  the  Board 
of  Education  for  1856  statta  the  average  daily  attendance  at  the 
ward  or  public  schools  to  be  44,598.  The  same  document  gives 
datJi  from  which  the  attendance  at  religious,  corporate,  or  other 
public  schools  can  be  calciUated,  but  says  nothing  of  private 
schools.  An  approximatt:"  estimate  of  the  latter  c^m,  howcMT,  be 
made  with  the  help  of  the  United  States  Cen.siis.  In  1850,  the 
proportions  were  about  one  private  to  every  twelve  public  scliol- 
ars,  and  since  that  pt-riod  there  Las  probably  been  but  little 
change  in  the  ratio. 
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Frxira  these  feds  the  subjoined  may  bf  assumed  a  Teasonably 
correct  statement : 

Average  attendanoe  at  public  schools 44,598 

Allowance  of  twenty  per  cent,  for  abHentees,  whose  iiameii 

are  on  the  school  repisteis,  but  who  attend  irregularly  .    8,y20 

Corporate  schools  reeetvtug  state  astdstauoe      ....       t,51T 
"  '>       without       "  '>  .    (estimated)  10,000 

Private  schools "  6,000 

Total  children  attending  school 11,035 

This  would  give  a  .scln/ol  iim-iidaiice  of  sixty-six  per  cent,  of  the 
IMipulation  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years,  or  t<.'r  per 
cent.  Ifss  than  in  1850. 

That  the  proportionate  numbers  receiving  education  are  dimin- 
ishing is  susceptible  of  proof  from  one  fact.  In  1866,  the  pupils 
in  thi-  public  schools  wore  347  more  than  in  1855.  During  the 
last  fifteen  years  the  population  of  the  city  has  increased  more 
than  twenty  thousjuid  per  annum,  and  of  this  increase  about  one 
fifth  (or  four  thousimd)  are  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen. 
It  follows  that  in  185fi  there  were  four  thousand  additional  chil- 
dren in  New  York  as  compared  with  1855,  but  there  were  only 
347  atkljtional  attendants  at  the  public  .schools.  Admitting  that 
other  schools  received  the  same  increase  of  pupils — an  admission 
more  liberal  than  faci.s  would  warrant — the  education  of  seven 
hundred  only  would  be  provided  for,  leaving  three  thousand  three 
hundred  destitute  of  instniction. 

In  the  course  of  the  j'car  1856,  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
EduGUiou  Wits  directi'd  to  the  large  number  of  children  not  at- 
tending any  school,  and  upon  tlie  basis  of  a  partial  census  of  the 
city  they  were  a.ssumed  to  amount  to  sixty  thousand.  This  was 
conceded  to  be  an  over-estinuite.  The  figures  given  above  would 
make  the  number  39,594,  which  may  very  likely  l»  nearer  the 
truth ;  but  even  this  may  be  in  excess,  and,  to  allow  for  all  jrossi- 
ble  contingencies,  we  will  place  it  at  thirty  thousand.  Even  this 
is  an  alarming  statement:  the  suggestion  that  of  all  the  children 
in  our  city  nearly  twenty-seven  per  cent,  are  growing  up  in  a 
state  of  perfect  ignorance,  presents  so  many  frightful  considera- 
tions that  the  mind  revolts  at  the  bare  po.ssibility.  But  the  facts 
will  not  p4?rmit  any  other  construction.  If  this  criminal  neglect 
be  continued,  it  must  profluce  fatal  consequences  to  society,  and 
the  view  of  impending  results  would  almost  sanction  a  comptil- 
80ry  education.' 

'  Compendium  of  United  States  Cenx'as.  IA.M),  p.  143,  etc. ;  Censiu  uf  the  State 
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i»/«?ftbr?,  Abe  voir  sixgle,  married,  or  widowed? 

<  •.•DillU.in.  ViimU-rn. 

Single laifl 

Married 490 

Widowed    . ...  894 

Total 2000 


The  civil  condition  of  the  prostitutt^s  in  Nevi  York  City  ftir- 
nishes  mattor  of  st'rioiu  cousideradon  ia  view  of  the  slight  re- 
Btraiiits  which  the  ordinarily  received  rules  of  society  place  upoD 
the  piissions,  and  the  utter  iuofftciency  of  such  rogulatioiis  to 
counteract  the  influencfs  lending  to  female  degradation ;  influ- 
ences, in  fact,  which  they  very  frequently  augment  rather  thao 
checii.  In  the  cases  of  many  females  now  under  notice,  marriage 
was  invested  not  only  with  the  sanctions  of  a  civil  contract  be- 
tween the  jiarties,  as  recognized  by  our  state  laws,  but,  according 
to  the  tenets  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  Church,  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  seven  holy  sacraments  which  it  is  deemed  an  act  of  sacri- 
lege to  violate.  Yet,  in  the  faco  of  these  ordinances,  the  civil  con- 
tract is  broken,  the  sacrament  is  profaned  in  one  fourth  of  the 
total  niuaber  of  cases,  or  four  hundred  and  ninety  out  of  two 
thousand  which  are  now  under  notice.  It  would  be  out  of  plaoe 
to  enter  here  on  any  disquisition  rL-specting  the  duties  of  the  mar- 
ried state ;  regarded  in  its  abuses  as  provocative  of  prastitacion  it 
ia  noticed  hereafter.  Enjoined  by  the  precepts  of  Holy  Writ, 
supported  by  the  scntuncnt  of  the  world,  and  respected  by  all 
virtuous  men,  marriage  is  an  institution  which  needs  no  ai^gument 
to  enfoice  its  claims  to  the  moet  rigid  observance. 

That  this  sacred  compact  is  too  frequently  violated  by  one  or 
other  of  the  contracting  parties  is  proved  by  almost  daily  experi- 
ence either  in  courts  of  law  or  by  intercourse  with  the  world. 
Conflicting  testimony  somciuues  renders  it  doubtfbl  to  whom  the 
blame  ought  to  be  imputed,  but  there  can  be  no  uncertainty  what- 
ever as  to  the  o])inion3  entertained  by  society  at  laige  in  such  caaea. 
If  the  husband  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  hia  conjugal  duties, 
he  reads  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  graphically  reported,  with  oo- 
casjonal  embellishments,  in  the  columns  of  the  daily  papers,  flat- 
ters himself  that  he  is  acquiring  notoriety,  is  congratulated  by 
friends  of  his  own  predilections  on  his  success,  and  in  a  short 
time  is  fully  reinstated  in  his  former  social  position.    On  the  con- 

of  New  York,  tSR.n.  p.  16;   Bepoit  of  the  Board  of  Bdacation  of  New  Torfc  CUf, 
1867,  |).  l:i,  1 8.  a^  etc. 
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trary,  if  the  weight  of  evidence  is  against  the  wife,  the  whole 
artillery  of  the  world's  scoru  is  leveled  at  her  head.  She  is 
driveu  from  society,  crushed  hy  the  proudlj  virtaious  frowns  of 
her  own  sex  and  the  contemptuous  sneers  i>f  the  other.  Dishon- 
ored and  despised,  she  is  too  often  left  with  no  means  of  existence 
but  indiacnrainate  prostitution,  the  temptation  to  such  degrada- 
tion being  aggravated  by  the  eouseiousuess  of  her  previous  infi- 
delity and  its  results.  There  is  no  piKSsibility  of  salvation  for  her. 
The  moral  world  has  resolved  she  shall  not  repent,  and  the  least 
attempt  on  her  part  to  nUmc  for  an  error  over  which  she  mourns 
with  all  the  intensity  of  her  nature  is  sternly  resisted  by  the  vir- 
tuous indignation  rif  .society,  which  erects  an  impassable  barrier 
between  herself  and  her  hopes  of  reformation. 

Of  the  prostitutes  in  New  York,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  have  never  been  married.  Their  sin  is  the  less  be- 
caoee  they  have  not  to  answer  for  bix>ken  vows,  nor  have  they 
any  outraged  confidence  on  which  to  brood,  but  to  endure  only 
the  siu  and  odium  attached  to  their  present  condition.  Two 
hundred  and  ninety-five  prostitutes  are  widowed.  In  their  cases 
death  has  put  an  end  to  the  marit.'J  contract,  and,  thus  left  fi-ee 
to  act  for  themselves,  they  stand  in  nearly  the  same  condition  as 
single  women. 

An  investigation  of  the  nativities  of  these  women  shows  that 
about  one  third  each  of  the  single  and  married  prostitutes  are  na- 
tives of  the  United  States,  and  of  widows  about  one  half  were 
bom  in  this  country. 

The  qacstioD  may  ari.se  as  to  the  causes  to  be  assigned  for  the 
depravity  of  married  women,  and  for  the  large  proportion  of  wid- 
ows in  the  nmks  of  the  abiindoned.  It  would  certainly  appear 
that  one  of  the  principal,  if  not  (Jw  principal  cause  which  can  be 
specified  is  the  very  early  age  at  which  such  marriages  are  con- 
tnicied.  Young  pfo|ile  yield  to  the  impulse  of  a  moment,  ac- 
knowledge the  charms  of  a  person  they  meet  in  a  ball-iwjm  or 
public  assembly,  and  are  married  with  a  very  imperfect  knowl- 
edge of  each  other's  character,  with  but  little  reflection  on  the 
probable  result  of  the  alliance,  and  with  but  n  shght  appreciation 
of  the  obUgatJona  ihcy  are  contracting.  It  was  a  wi.se  regulation, 
whether  regarded  physically  or  morally,  which  fixed  the  earliest 
pt-nod  of  marriage  in  ancient  Germany  at  twenty-five  years,  and 
declared  the  union  invalid  if  the  parties  had  not  reached  thai 
time  of  life;  nor  would  tin-  morality  of  New  York  sullVr  if  a  sim- 
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"liar  restriction  was  the  rule  instead  of  the  exception  here.  The 
annexed  cases,  selected  at  random  from  the  replies  received,  are 
submitted  in  support  of  this  opinion. 

E.  C,  now  nineteen  years  of  age,  is  a  married  woman,  who  has 
been  separated  from  her  husband  five  years,  and  must  therefore 
have  been  married  when  less  than  fourteen  years  old.  C.  W., 
now  twenty-one  years  of  age,  has  been  a  widow  for  five  years, 
and  was  married  at  fifteen.  A.  S.  was  married  at  sixteen,  and 
E.  R.  at  fifteen.  C.  C,  now  twenty -eight  years  old,  has  been  a 
widow  more  than  twelve  years.  C.  G.,  aged  twenty-four,  has 
been  a  widow  seven  years.  Both  these  women  were  under  six- 
teen when  married.  The  list  might  be  extended  almost  indefi- 
nitely. 

The  following  inquiry,  as  a  continuation  of  the  same  branch  of 
the  subject,  is  enibodietl  iu  this  section. 

Queslion.  If  makkiek,  is  your  husband  living  with  you, 

OK  WHAT  CACSEK  TUK  SEPARATION  ? 

•  '•uwj.  .Viimbcn. 

Living  together 71 

Dl-usage  of  hiLsImnds 103 

Desertion  of     " 60 

"        "      "         to  live  with  other  women  ...     43 

Intemperance 45 

Hasbuuds  went  to  sea 39 

"        refused  to  support  thorn 29 

LifiJelity 25 

No  cause  assigned 75 

Totals 4l9     71 

—  419 

Aggregate  of  married  women 490 

The  most  striking  ami  |)ainrul  fact  in  these  answers  is  revealed 
in  the  first  line  of  the  table,  which  contains  an  announcement  so 
disgraceful  to  humanity  that,  but  for  the  positive  evidence  ad- 
duced by  the  figures,  it  would  be  scarcely  credited,  namely,  that 
of  four  hundred  and  ninety  married  women  now  living  as  prosti- 
tutes, seventy-one  (more  than  one  seventh)  are  cohabiting  with 
their  husbands.  It  can  not  be  controverted  that  such  cohabita- 
tion necessarily  implies  a  knowledge  of  the  wife's  degradation,  and 
a  participation  in  the  wages  of  her  shame.  Nor  will  any  argu- 
ment, however  plausible,  succeed  in  removing  from  the  public 
mind  the  conviction  that  the  man  is  far  the  more  guilty  party  of 
the  two,  and  he  can  not  escape  the  suspicion  that  he  was  the  pri- 
mary agent  in  leading  his  wife  to  prostitution,  or,  in  legal  parlance, 
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be  was  "an  acceasory  before  the  fact."  While  s«ich  a  eoiisidera- 
tioii  will  not  exonerate  the  woman  from  her  ofi'eiises-,  it  may  be 
justly  pleaded  in  extenmitiou ;  although  it  will  not  prove  her 
guiltless,  it  will  siuk  him  to  the  lowest  depths  of  disgrace. 

The  conduct  of  husbands  is  alleged  in  a  majority  of  the  cases 
as  the  cause  of  separation ;  two  hundred  and  thiity-live  out  of 
four  hundred  and  nineteen  women  give  tin'  Inllowing  causes: 

Husbands  refused  to  supprt  their  wives 29 

''       deserted  their  wives 60 

"  "        "    to  live  with  other  women     43 

Ill-usage  of  husbands 1U3 

Total 235 

The  cases  wherein  "  iuieiiiperaiice,  "  "  iulidelity,"'  or  "no  cause 
assigned"  were  replied,  are  vague,  and  may  be  oonstrueil  to  attach 
blame  to  either,  or  both. 

Sufficient  has  been  proved  to  show  that  in  many  Ciises  prostitu- 
tion among  married  women  is  the  residt  of  circumstances  which 
must  have  exercised  a  very  powerful  influence  over  them.  The 
reflisal  of  a  husband  to  support  his  wife,  his  desertion  of  her,  or  an 
act  of  adultery  with  another  woman,  are  each  (X'currences  which 
must  op<?rate  injuriously  upon  the  mind  of  any  female,  and,  by 
the  keen  torture  sueh  i>utrages  inflict  on  the  sensitiveness  of  her 
nature,  must  drive  her  into  a  course  of  dissipation.  Many  wom- 
en thus  circumstanced  have  actually  confessed  that  they  made 
the  first  false  step  while  smarting  from  injurii's  inflicted  by  their 
natural  protectors,  with  the  idea  of  being  revenged  upon  their 
brutal  or  faithless  companions  for  their  unkindness.  Morality 
will  argue,  and  very  truly,  that  this  is  no  excuse  lor  eiime;  but 
much  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  extreme  nature  of  the 
provocation,  and  the  fact  that  most  of  these  women  are  imedu- 
cated,  and  have  not  s\ifficient  ment.al  or  moral  illumination  to  rea- 
son correctly  upon  the  nature  and  consequences  of  their  volun- 
tarj-  debauchery,  or  even  to  curb  the  violence  of  their  passions. 

"  Ill-usage  of  husbimds,"  a  crime  particularly  rife  in  England, 
and  appaivntly  fast  becoming  nattiralized  here,  also  stands  as  a 
prominent  cause  of  vice,  and  is  one  which  can  not  be  too  pointed- 
ly condemned.  It  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  social  fabric,  and  mu.st 
invariably  Iw  denounced  both  on  account  of  its  enormity  as  an  of- 
fense, and  of  its  almost  inevitable  consequences  to  the  woman,  a 
sense  of  degradation,  too  often  followed  by  the  sacrifice  <>f  rfcti- 
tude  (\n  the  only  means  to  escflj^e  such  brutal  tyranny.     Without 
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advocating  capital  punishment,  it  inav  be  allowable  to  suggest  the 
query  whether  our  city  would  not  be  benefited  if  all  such  uninau- 
ly  oflenders  against  propriety  were  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  mar- 
ried women,  luid  hanged  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

The  following  table  will  conclude  this  section : 

Question.  If  widowed,  How  long  has  your  husband  been 

DEAD? 


1  wic  h  of  TImr. 

Nnmhen. 

I^TiRihnf  Time. 

S'nmlw 

Under  6  weeks    . 

.     .       2 

Under  5  years     .     .     . 

24 

"     3  months 

.     .       6 

"     6    "        ... 

21 

"6       "      . 

.     .       8 

«     7     "        ... 

n 

"7      "      . 

.     .       1 

"     8     "        ... 

18 

"8       "      . 

.     .       2 

*•      9     " 

16 

«      1  year       . 

.     .     22 

"    10     "        ... 

13 

«      2  jears     . 

.     .     30 

10  years  uud  upward    . 

32 

"     3    " 

.     .     .     38 

Time  not  Hix-cified    .     . 

11 

"     4     " 

.     .     .     33 

Total  .... 

294 

It  will  be  perceived  that  nineteen  prostitutes  have  been  widows 
less  than  one  year,  twenty-two  for  one  year,  thirty  for  two  years, 
and  90  throughout  the  scale.  The  table  presents  but  little  n<'ce.s- 
aity  for  obsiTvation,  the  principal  conclusion  to  be  drawn  iVoin  it 
being  that  the  majority  of  this  claas  are  driven  to  a  course  of  vice 
from  the  destitution  ensuing  on  the  busljand's  death.  It  has  been 
shown  that  a  large  number  of  thern  are  very  young,  and  it  can  l;e 
scarcely  necessary  to  repeat  that  tuay  young  woman  in  a  state  of 
poverty  will  In*  .surrounded  with  temptations  she  can  with  diffi- 
culty resist.  Much  as  this  state  ol'  society  may  be  deplored,  ild 
existence  can  not  be  denied. 

QuesiioH.  Have  you  had  any  children? 

I:rplli<«. 


<  oodltloD  i>f 
Wnrot-n. 

Single     . 

Marricij 

Widi>weii 


Ve 

.  357 
.  3.i7 
.  233 

.  947 


859 

133 

61 

1053 


Tntil  of 
W n. 

1216 
490 
294 


Totals  ....  947        1053       ....  2000 
The  woiii  II  who  H'ply  to  liiis  qii;-stii> '  liirMaiire  ai© 

Single  women 357,  or  30  |«r  cent. 


Murried 
Widows 


357,  "  73 
233, "  79 


In  continuation  of  this  subject  is  the 

Quaslum,  If  you  have  h.*d  children,  how  many? 
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Nomber  of 
Women. 

357  . 

367  . 

233  . 

941  . 


CODdltlon  of  \V 


Number  of 
(-'hildr*-!!  I'lprn. 

.    Single  women 490 

.     Miirried  women 791 

.     Widows 636 

Women  were  mothers  of    .     .     .     .1917 


The  replies  give  the  total  number  of  children  borne  by  each 
class;  thus  the  singk-  women  have  given  birth  to  four  hundred  and 
ninety-one  children,  the  married  women  to  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-one  children,  and  the  widows  to  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  children.  The  following  tables  exhibit  the  same  facts  in  & 
more  extended  form,  showing  the  number  of  childrt^n  which  each 
woman  has  borne,  and  specifying  the  sex. 

Question.   If  YOU  HAVE  HAD  CHILDREN,  HOW  MANY? 


REPLIES  OF 

SINGLE   WOMEN. 

Number  of 
Wonn»n. 

Rome  by  micli. 

TnULla.                                 1 

Bojn. 

GtrLii. 

Abortiotu. 

Boyi. 

ClrU. 

Abortloiu. 

1 

Mother. 

8 

*i 

8 

2 

10 

2 

Mothers. 

3 

A 

fi 

G 

12 

*) 

" 

2 

3 

4 

6 

10 

1 

Mother. 

1 

4 

1 

4 

6 

1 

<,t 

8 

2 

.1 

o 

h 

1 

" 

I 

3 

1 

3 

4 

1 

«» 

4 

4 

4 

1 

" 

3 

1 

A 

1 

4 

5 

Molherg. 

2 

1 

H) 

5 

16 

0 

it 

1 

2 

6 

13 

18 

a 

" 

8 

9 

9 

2 

u 

3 

G 

6 

8S 

ii 

1 

1 

S3 

33 

66 

4 

»i 

2 

8 

8 

17 

(( 

2 

34 

34 

ISO 

li 

1 

ir.0 

150 

99 

" 

I 

99 

99 

27 

1 

27 

27 

I 

Mother. 

4 

4 

4 

8.57 

in 

187 

81 

490 

I 


REPLIES   OF 

MARKlEn   WOMEN. 

Nomber  of 

WonMO. 

Borne  by  r»ch.                                                 TotlU*.                                 | 

Doyi. 

(ilrlf. 

AbortUme.     Vaft^. 

lilrlf. 

Ataortiooi. 

I 

Mother. 

7 

e 

i 

8 

16 

0 

Mot  hem. 

7 

7 

14 

14 

28 

Mother. 

7 

R 

7 

6 

13 

" 

S 

8 

4 

12 

n 

6 

6 

R 

12 

.( 

4 

4 

6 

10 

" 

5 

5 

4 

9 

Mothers. 

4 

8 

8 

16 

Mother, 

8 
7 

6 
7 

8 

14 

7 

" 

2 

4 

2 

4 

6 

Mothers. 

4 

2 

24 

12 

36 

■ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ifiw  YOKK.        ^^^^^^^^^479 

■ 

'Number  of 
Women. 

BoroD  by  ev:h. 

Tolmta.                        _| 

I 

Boys. 

(jlrU.    1  Abtirtiiiiu. 

Hnyi. 

<;irU. 

Abortioiu. 

ACKRVkt^ 

8 

Mothers. 

2 

3 

6 

9 

16 

^1 

7 

3 

2 

21 

U 

35 

^^H 

^B 

fi 

4 

I 

20 

6 

25 

^^H 

^1 

3 

4 

12 

12 

^^1 

^H 

8 

2 

2 

16 

16 

32 

^^H 

^H 

7 

3 

1 

21 

7 

28 

^^H 

^H 

5 

3 

IS 

15 

^^H 

^H 

11 

3 

33 

38 

^^H 

^1 

U 

1 

2 

11 

22 

33 

^^H 

^B 

23 

2 

1 

4« 

23 

69 

^^H 

^H 

4 

1 

1 

4 

4 

8 

^^H 

^H 

28 

2 

56 

56 

^^H 

^H 

28 

2 

66 

56 

^^H 

^H 

74 

1 

74 

74 

^^H 

^H 

lis 

1 

IIS 

lis 

^^1 

^H 

4 

1 

4 

4 

^^H 

1 

1 

Mnt6er. 

I         3 

8 

3 

■ 

367 

' 

459 

326 

7 

791 

REPLIES  OF  WIDOWS. 

■ 

Mnmber  of 
Womeo. 

Borne  by  Mich, 

Tntali. 

■ 

Boy». 

(.irl>. 

AUirtiomi. 

Itoyi 

GIrte. 

Abortlaai.  AggngsUk 

1 

Mother. 

6 

4 

6 

4 

10 

^H 

8 

Mothorv. 

fi 

4 

16 

12 

27 

^^H 

^1 

2 

" 

6 

3 

12 

6 

18 

^^H 

^1 

1 

Mother. 

6 

2 

6 

2 

8 

^^H 

^1 

6 

Mothers. 

3 

4 

18 

24 

42 

^^1 

^^ 

I 

Mothpr. 

5 

3 

5 

3 

8 

^^H 

^H 

4       1   Molliere. 

3 

3 

IS 

12 

24 

^^H 

^H 

1 

Mother. 

5 

1 

j; 

1 

6 

^^H 

■ 

1 

1 

4k 

2 
4 

4 
S 

2 
4 

4 
2 

6 
6 

H 

^1 

9 

Mothers. 

3 

2 

27 

18 

45 

^^^ 

^H 

6 

" 

2 

3 

10 

15 

25 

^^1 

^H 

2 

" 

4 

I 

8 

2 

10 

^^M 

^f 

1 

Mother. 

1 

4 

I 

4 

5 

^^^ 

^^ 

1 

•• 

5 

6 

5 

^^H 

^H 

3 

Mothers. 

4 

13 

12 

^^1 

^H 

9 

•' 

2 

2 

18 

18 

36 

^^1 

^^ 

4 

<i 

1 

3 

4 

12 

16 

^^1 

^^ 

1 

Mother. 

3 

I 

8    i       1 

4 

^^1 

^^^^_ 

4 

Mothers. 

3 

12 

12 

^^1 

^^^^B 

10 

It 

3 

30 

30 

^^H 

^^^^r 

14 

II 

2 

1 

28          14 

42 

^^H 

^ 

11 

(1 

1 

2 

11          29 

33 

^^1 

^H 

20 

11 

2 

40     1 

40 

^^H 

^1 

47 

ti 

I 

1 

47         47 

94 

^^H 

^B 

30 

it 

1 

30 

30 

^^H 

^1 

40 

11 

t 

40 

40 

^^H 

1 

1 

Mother. 

2 

2 

2 

H 

233 

369     1  26fl 

3 

636 

Cominencina;  with  the  offspring  of  single  women,  it  will  be 

H 

seen  that  one  was  the  mother  often  chiMren,  eight  boys  and  two           ^H 

■ 

firls.     Two  women  gave  birth  to  six  children  each.     Four  pave           ^H 

L 
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each.  SixtecK  gavt;  birth  U)  three  ehildreu  e^ieh.  Fifty-four  gave 
birth  to  two  children  eatih.  Two  hundred  and  fort^'-niiie  gave 
birth  to  one  child  e-.icli.  Twenty-seven  have  suffered  abortion 
once,  and  one  hius  suffered  in  the  same  manner  four  times.  The 
corresponding  tables  for  married  women  and  widows  express  sim- 
ilar facts  in  the  same  form.  It  is  not  necessary  to  quote  them,  as 
the  figures  give  all  the  required  information.  The  results  may  be 
recapitulated  thus: 

H4>v».  Olrln      .MiorH<m'      Ti^.Im. 

357  .Vingle  women  bore    ....    272       187        31         490 

357  married    "        " 459       325  7         791 

233  widow.s  bore ^9       265  2       jBSfi 

947  iTOO       777        40       1917 

Ezce&s  of  male  over  femiile  liirtli.-^.  223. 

Ratio  of  exoestj  upou  the  tutul  uumbt.'r  bum,  11^'^  per  cent. 

The  next  point  claiming  atteuliDii  is  tin-  number  of  illegitimate 
children  resulting  from  prostitution,  biised  upon  answers  to  the 
Question,  Were  these  c-uilkren  born  in  wei>uwk? 

Legitimate  children  of  married  women 469 

"        "  widows 358 

Total  legitimate     .  827 

Blegitimute  childreD  of  single  women 4^ 

"       "  married    "       322 

"  "       "  widows 279 

Total  illegitimate 1090 

Aggregate' 1917 

The  whole  of  the  children  borne  by  single  \vijiueu  aiv,  of 
course,  rliegitiinatc.  Of  the  children  of  married  wumt-n  over 
forty  per  cent.,  and  of  the  children  of  widows  forty-lour  per  cent, 
are  illegitimate.  Taking  the  total  number  of  children  of  the 
three  classes,  and  calculating  upon  this  broad  basis,  it  will  appear 
that  1090  illegitimate  children  were  born,  giving  an  average  of 
lifty-seven  per  cent ;  or,  to  speak  in  plain  terms,  of  every  hund- 
red children  b<3rnc  by  women  who  are  now  jirostitutes,  I'ortv-threo 
were  boni  before  the  mothers  (miirried  women  or  widows)  had 
ejnbraced  this  course  of  life,  and  the  remaining  fifly-seven  were 
the  fruit  of  promiscuous  inttiTconrse,  liuble  pliy.sieally  to  inherit 
the  diseases  of  the  mother,  inoially  tn  endure  the  di.sgraee  attached 
to  their  birth,  and  very  probably  to  be  reared  in  the  r7ndst  of 
blasphemy,  obscenity,  and  vice,  to  fijllow  in  the  footstep.-*  of  their 
parents,  and  perpetuate  the  sin  to  which  they  owe  their  origin. 

The  exeesjiive  mortality  among  this  class  of  children  is  devel- 
oped in  the  following  replies  to  the 


Question,  Ahk  these  ihii.ukkn  living  ok  heak? 

living  children  of  single  women 133 

«  "        "  niarried   "        334 

"  ''        "  widows 265 

Total  living 732 

Dead  children  of  single  women 357 

"  "        "  married    " 457 

"  "        "  widows 371 

Total  dead ~     1185 

Aggregate 1917 

The  ratio  of  iiiortiility  will  bt:  as  Ibllows: 

Children  of  single  women 73  ]«r  cent. 

"        '•  married    '" 58   "      " 

"        "  widows 59   *•     " 

Average  un  the  total  number    .     ,     .     .     62   '-     " 

or  more  than  six  deaths  for  every  ten  children  bom.     The  aver- 
age infantilo  mortality  of  New  York  City  for  three  years  is. 

Under  1  year  of  age "...     8499 

From    1  "  "    to  2  years 3259 

"      2    "    to5     "         2578 

Total 14,336' 

The  |>npulatiou  between  those  ages  iu  lHoo  was  77,btib.'  This 
would  give  a  mortality  of  18^  per  cent,  or  about  If  to  every  ten 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  It  is  not  exceeding  the  lx)unds 
of  probability  to  assume  that  the  greater  part  of  the  children  of 
prostitutes  die  before  they  reach  the  age  of  five  years,  which  will 
give  a  pro  rata  mortality  among  that  chiss  oi'  nearly  /our  tirnes  the 
averatje  ratio  of  New  York  City,  This  calculation  must  be  taken 
in  connection  with  the  cases  t)f  abortion  produced  by  extraneous 
means,  not  admitted  in  the  repUes  to  the  interrogatories,  and 
which  will  probably  never  be  known.  It  is  impossible  to  doubt 
that  these  are  far  more  frequent  than  recorded  in  the  tables. 

Under  the  heads  of  "Premature  Births"  and  "Still-bom"  the 
following  numbers  are  reported.^ 

Yam*.        I  rmmtiirv  Klrtlx.        Still-biim.  T„i«l. 

1854  .     .     435     ,     ,     1615     .     .     2060 

1855  .     ,     374     .     .     1564     .     .     1938 
1866     .     .     387     .     .     1556     .     .    _1943 

1196  4735  5931 

The  births  during  tlie  same  penoil  wen- : 

'  New  Ywk  City  Ins().Ttor'iiRp|H>rtm  1854,  ISS.'.   1856. 

-  New  Yi)rk  State  Cpiisim,  \H&\  p.  .S8. 

'  New  York  Ciiv  Ins|>ect(>r'»  B«?jn>ri!',  1S.'>4.  1855,  1866, 

Eh 
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1854 17  919 

1855 14  145 

1856 Hi.iaa 

Total 48,3-23 

This  would  show  ii  prtijHirtioii  of  124  P^^  cent.,  or  one  lo  every 
eiglil  of  ill!  the  children  bom  in  New  York  City.  It  is  not  to  be 
taken  for  granted  that  ull  tliese  are  the  result  of  ini])roperi'onduet, 
although  unt[uesticiu:ili]y  many  niv  s<.>.  Ajijilying  the  saiiii'  ratio 
to  tlie  ehildrcii  ul'  prij.stitule.s,  and  calculating  t!ie  1917  births  in 
these  tables  j»8  extending  over  a  period  of  five  years,  would  give 
forty-eight  cases  each  year;  but  multiplying  the  average  by  four 
(the  proportion  of  deaths  from  natural  eau.s<"s),  we  .shall  find  the 
appalling  number  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  case,s  each  year 
— an  arr.iy  of  infantile  mortality  pre.«enting  features  which  place 
It  almo.st  on  a  level  with  the  infanticide  of  some  Easti-rn  nations. 
Were  it  possible  to  form  any  definite  idea  of  the  nlmrfions  actu- 
ally procured,  and  which  are  suspected,  on  rea.sonaT)le  grounds,  to 
amount  to  a  very  considerable  number,  the  amount  would  be 
startling.  The  sacrifice  of  infant  life,  attHbute  it  to  what  cause 
you  may.  is  one  of  the  most  deplorable  results  of  prostitution,  and 
urgently  demands  active  intci-ference. 

The  attention  of  the  American  Medical  Association  has  been 
drawn  to  this  subject,  and  from  a  "  Rejiort  on  Infant  Mortality 
in  large  Cities,  by  D.  Meredith  Ree.se,  M.I)..  LL.D.,  etc.,"  published 
in  their  Tran.sactions,  we  extract :  "  The  causes  of  mortality  among 
childrtMi  of  tender  age  are,  in  a  multitude  of  ca.se.s,  to  be  found 
oidy  by  exlemling  our  inquiries  to  their  inirn-uterine  life,  and  the 
physiological  state  of  the  parents,  but  especially  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  mothers,  their  hygienic  and  nmral  habits  and  eir- 
ciunstancvs.'  *  *  »  Celibacy  should  lie  ret  juired  of  all  syphi- 
litic persons  of  either  sex."'  It  will  at  once  occnr  to  the  mind  of 
the  reader  that  enforced  celibacy  w<:)uld  not  affect  the  matemit}' 
of  prostitutes.  They  are  liable  to  give  birth  to  eliildrcu,  and,  as 
their  physiological  condition  is  such  as  to  preclude  the  p)ssihility 
of  their  children  being  healthy,  the  only  Wiiy  to  check  intant 
mortality  in  this  class  is  to  deal  with  the  mothers,  ami  adopt 
means,  if  not  to  prevent  their  infection,  at  lea-st  to  limit  the  rav- 
ages of  di.sease  as  much  as  possible.  This  point  is  discussed  more 
fiilly  in  the  chapter  on  Remedial  Measures.     To  men  tainted  with 

'  Report  on  Infant  Mortality  in  Urge  Cities,  by  D.  Mpreditb  Reexc,  M.D.,LL.D., 
p.  8.  '  lb.  p.  13. 
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syphilis  the  same  course  of  rcasoiimg  would  apply.  If  debarred 
from  marriage,  the  sexual  appetite  would  drive  them  to  commerce 
with  proijlitutes,  and  their  illegitimate  children  swell  the  total  of 
mortulitv.  The  health  of  parents  must  be  protected  before  we 
can  hopi'  for  healthy  childreii. 

Dr.  Reese's  very  able  ptuiiphlet  contains  some  remarks  upon 
abortionisni,  and  its  extent,  thus :  "  The  ghastly  crime  of  abortion- 
ism  has  become  a  murderous  trade  in  many  of  our  large  cities, 
tolerated,  connived  at,  and  even  protected  by  corrupt  civil  author- 
ities. These  murderers — for  such  they  are — are  well  known  to 
the  police  authorities:  their  names,  residence,  and  even  their 
guilty  customers  are  no  secret.  Would  that  it  were  only  the 
profligate,  or  even  the  unfortunate  of  their  sex,  whose  guilty  fear 
or  shame  thus  seeks  to  hide  the  evidence  of  illicit  amours."'  That 
prostitution  largely  contributes  to  this  crime  can  not  be  doubted, 
but  to  what  extent  iiiiisl  remain  unkmiwn,  from  the  secrecy  which 
surrounds  it.  The  revolting  ciises  which  appear  at  intervals  in 
the  daily  papers  are  but  a  mere  fraction  of  the  total. 

Question.    Are   these   children    living    with    vor,   or 


WHEKE    ARE   THEY.' 


Children  living  with  the  mothers  .  .  .  , 
"  boarding  at  the  cxyiense  of  mothers 
"  "  with  mothers'  relatives 

"         supfiorting  thein-selves     . 
"       •  living  with  the  fiithrrs   .     .     . 
"         in  [niblic  or  charitablf  institutions 
"        adojited  by  families    ,     .     .     . 

*<        uuaticertaiueii 

Totals  . 


247 

140 

129 

5» 

36 

20 

28 

659 

73 

Aggregate  of  children     .     .     733 

This  table  shows  the  social  inilueui-e.s  lu  which  the  .-• 
of  this  ill-fale<l  band  of  childi-en  are  exposed.     There  a-*  - 
three  suited  to  be  living  with  their  mothers,  and,  * 
are  concenied,  no  reas^)uubl<'  person  <■  i 


73 


73 


illi.ir  fiirnrr-  iTionilitv. 


IJoni  in  the  : 
M]iialid  iiii- 
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nominated  ''dangerous?  classes"  by  the  Fi-cnch  authorities,  and 
irorn  theii-  ranks  are  obtained  many  of  the  inmates  of  prisons  and 
brothels.  The  children  stati'd  to  be  with  their  fathers,  fifty-nine 
in  number,  it  may  be  conelnded  were  born  before  the  mother's 
fall  from  virtue,  and  are  decidedly  the  most  Ibrtunate  of  an)'  com- 
ing under  notice,  while  those  li-vang  with  the  parents  or  relatives 
of  the  mother,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  forty,  or  Awarding 
at  the  mother's  expense,  of  whom  there  are  two  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  stand  leas  chance  of  contamination  than  if  actually 
residtn.cf  within  thi'  domains  of  \ief.  Those  living  in  jMiblic  or 
churitabli'  institutions  exhibit  one  uiuse  of  taxation  upon  the  gen- 
eral body  of  the  citizens,  and  show  that,  indirectly,  every  man  in 
New  York  is  compelled  to  contribute  toward  the  maintenance 
of  vice  or  its  oftspring.  A  visit  to  the  public  institutions  on 
Blackwell's  and  Randall's  Islands  will  prove  that  this  is  but  one 
item  of  the  expenses  which  prostitution  inflicts  upon  the  commu- 
nity. 


CHAPTER  XXXin. 

NEW    YOKK. — STATISTICS. 

Continuaim>  of  Prostimtinn. — ATersije  in  Paris  and  Np»v  York, — Dani;ere  of  Pros- 
titution.— Dineane. — Causes  of  Pros tiluticm. — Incliniition. — Dpstilution. — Seiluc- 
tiiin. — ImemiKTanre. — Ill-treamcni. — Duties  cif  Paronts,  FlnKbantls,  and  Kela- 
tivPB. — Inflaence  of  Prostitntes. — Intelliftence  Offit-es. — BoardinK-schooU. — Ob- 
scene Literatnre. 

Question.  For  what  length  of  time  have  you  been  a  pros 


TITl'TE  .' 

Time, 

Nnmticr. 

Time,                  Nmnbeiv 

'  Imp.                     Nomben. 

1  month    . 

.    Tl 

6  yeare    .     . 

87 

20  years    .     . 

4 

2  monfh.'^  . 

.     49 

7  ■  "       .     . 

56 

21" 

2 

3      • 

.     76 

8     "       .     . 

69 

22     " 

I 

4      « 

.     62 

9     "       .     . 

32 

23     "       .     . 

2 

5      "        . 

.     51 

in    ••     .    . 

26 

24     «       .     . 

2 

6      '• 

.  126 

11    ••     .    . 

R 

25     «       .     . 

7      " 

.  129 

12    '        .     . 

14 

27     "       .     . 

8      " 

.     17 

13     '•       .     . 

6 

29     «       .     . 

9      " 

.     21 

14     "       .     . 

7 

30     «       .     . 

10      " 

.     32 

15     "       .     . 

9 

32     "       .     . 

1  year .     . 

.  325 

16     "       .     . 

13 

34     " 

2  years 

.     .     55 

17     «       .     . 

3 

35     ••       .     . 

3     ••    .     . 

.     .  245 

18     "       .     . 

4 

Unascertained 

53 

4     «    .     , 

.     .  20.^ 

19     "       .     . 

8 

TotaJ      , 

2000 

6     "    .     . 

.  125 
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It  has  already  Wen  stated  that  the  average  duration  of  the  life 
of  a  prostitute  does  not  exceed  four  j'eare  from  the  commencement 
of  her  career.  This  is  one  year  beyond  the  estimated  duration  as 
given  by  some  English  writers,  but  very  far  below  the  average,  as 
ascertained  in  Paris,  in  which  city,  at  the  time  M.  Parent-Duchat- 
elet  instituted  his  elaborate  system  of  investigation,  he  found  in 
the  gross  numljer  of  3517  prostitutes,  two  hundred  and  forty -two 
wbo  liiid  led  that  life  for  upward  of  fourteen  years,  and  six  hund- 
red ami  forty-one  who  had  continued  their  course  upward  of  ten 
years.  What  a  contrast  to  tlic  table  given  above!  In  Paris,  t>f 
per  cent,  had  survived  the  horrors  of  courtesan  life  for  fourteen 
years;  in  New  York,  only  2|  per  cent,  have  reached  the  same  j>e- 
riod.  In  Paris,  17^  |)er  cent,  existed ;  in  New  York,  8f  f)er  cent, 
exist  after  ten  years  of  cxpo.sure;  or,  in  other  won  is,  where  .seven 
exist  in  Paris,  only  three  have  survived  in  New  York,  or  where 
seventeen  exist  in  Paris,  only  fonr  survive  in  New  York.  It  can 
not  be  as.serted  that  Pari.-*  is  a  more  healthy  city  than  New  York, 
and  this  difference  must  arise  from  the  fact  that,  while  judicious 
arrangements  arc  enforced  in  the  fonner,  a  similar  |x)liey  has  not 
been  rt'cogiiized  in  the  latter,  If  this  relative  mortality  were  the 
only  fact  known  on  this  matter,  the  economy  of  human  life  would 
be  an  irresistiblt-  argument  in  favor  of  mea.sure»  of  supervision  ju- 
dic)(jnsly  conceived  and  promptly  executed. 

Ill  the  city  of  New  York,  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  women, 
more  than  thirty-one  per  cent.,  have  been  on  the  town  less  than 
one  year,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty -five,  or  more  than  seven- 
teen per  cent,  for  a  space  of  time  ranging  from  one  to  two  years. 
Here,  then,  is  one  half  of  the  total  number,  the  experience  of  the 
remainder  extending  through  various  periods  up  to  thirty-five 
years.  With  reference  to  those  who  assign  such  an  extent  of 
dunition.  it  may  be  remarked,  as  "was  done  in  considering  the 
question  of  age,  that  the>'  are,  with  scarcely  a  solitary  exception, 
those  who,  having  been  prostitutes  in  their  younger  days,  are 
now  engaged  in  brothel-keeping,  und  are  thus  exempted  from 
many  dangers  attending  the  ordinary  life  of  a  harlot.  If  the  same 
rule  had  been  observed  here  in  their  cases  as  was  done  in  the  in- 
quiries at  Paris,  namely,  to  exclude  them  from  the  list  of  prosti- 
tutes, the  relative  mortality  given  above  would  have  shown  still 
more  unfavorably  for  New  York. 

It  may  be  asked,  What  peculiar  dangers  attend  the  liff  of  a 
prostitute  in  this  cit}'  ?     There  is  a  frightful  physical  malady  to 
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which  all  are  liable,  and  which  will  be  alluded  to  under  its  proper 
head.  There  are  other  dangers  to  which  prostitutes,  in  a  greater 
<jr  less  degree,  are  exposed.  It  is  not  necessarj'  to  remind  the 
reader  that  at  inter\'al8  the  public  is  shocked  by  accounts  in  our 
daily  papers  of  cowardly  and  outrap'ous  iissaults  upon  these  un- 
fortunate women,  jierpetrated  by  rulliaii:*  of  the  other  sex.  Some- 
times it  is  an  onslaught  made  by  a  party  of  men,  for  little  or  no 
provocation,  on  a  number  of  females ;  or  it  may  be  an  attack  of  a 
paramour  on  his  victim.  To  this  latter  description  of  ill-tn'ut- 
ment  common  women  are  peculiarly  liable;  for.  beyond  their  hal>its 
of  promi.<^cnous  intcivoursc,  almost  every  one  of  theiii,  particularly 
those  in  the  middli'  or  lower  classes,  hit'i  attached  hei-seU'to  some 
indolent  fellow  who  iicts  as  her  protector  ("bully"  or  "lover"  is 
the  common  designation)  wh«;n  she  becomes  involved  in  any  diffi- 
culty with  strangers,  but  who  exercises  an  arbitrary  and  brutal 
control  over  her  at  other  times.  In  many  crises,  singular  as  it 
may  appear,  an  actual  love  is  felt  by  the  woman  for  "  her  man." 
In  others  it  is  a  mere  arrangement  for  nrutual  convenience,  the 
man  taking  her  part  in  all  quarrels,  and  the  woman  pro\'iditig 
funds  to  maintain  him  in  idleness.  The  intemi)erate  habits  oi'  the 
prostitutes  also  tend  materially  to  shorten  their  lives. 

In  addition  to  physical  dangers  must  be  considered  the  mental 
anguish  they  undergo,  which  inevitably  preys  upon  the  con.sti- 
tuiion.  To  this  even  the  mo.«t  depraved  of  them  are  at  times  sub- 
ject In  the  earlier  stages  of  their  career  is  an  agonizing  memory 
of  the  past;  thoughts  of  home  ;  regrets  for  the  fK)sition  they  have 
lost.  As  they  proceed  in  their  course  they  sutFcr  from  nn  antiiii- 
pation  of  the  future ;  the  grave,  a  nameless,  pauper  grave,  3-awn3 
before  them ;  thoughts  of  the  inevitable  eternity  intrude ;  and  a 
jjust  of  shame,  a  present  of  anguish,  a  future  of  dread,  are  the  sub- 
jects of  thought  indulged  by  many  who  would  never  be  suspect- 
ed by  the  gay  world  of  entertaining  a  serious  reflection.  It  may 
be  said,  in  the  words  of  Byron. 

"  But  in  an  instant  o'er  her  soul 

Winters  of  memory  seem  to  roll, 

And  gather  in  that  drop  of  time 

A  life  of  pain,  an  age  of  crime." 

The  periofl  for  their  nocturnal  revelry  returns,  and,  though  with 

a  breaking  heart,  they  must  deck  themselves  with  tawdry  finery, 

and  forcing  a  smile  upon  their  faces,  resume  a  loathsome  trade  to 

earn  their  daily  food.     With  such  torments,  physical  and  mental. 
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can  long  life  be  expected  as  their  lot?  Can  any  human  frame 
withstand  these  incessant  attacks  for  a  lengthened  period?  It 
would  not  be  at  all  surpnsing  if  the  ratio  of  mortality  among 
prostitutes  were  greater  than  it  is. 

Question.  Have  you  had  axy  disease  ixcidevt  to  prostttu- 

TIO.N?      If  so,  WHAT? 

I>UaU«.  ItMfiL*.  ^  llllih-T-. 

Gonorrhoea 1  Attack  153 

"           ■i  Attaclw  53 

•'            3       "  44 

Gk)norrh(Ba  and  sv-pbilia 3H 

Syphilis I  .\tt«ck  395 

•'        2  Attacks  81 

«         3       "  38 

«         4        "  12 

«        5       "  4 

«         6       "  4 

«         8        "  1 

Total  attacked 821 

The  nature  and  ett'ects  of  venert-:!!  disease  have  b^-tn  alR-ady  so 
fully  speeilied  in  notices  of  the  various  systems  adoptrd  for  its 
prevention,  given  in  the  preceding  pages  of  this  work,  that  it 
would  be  a  neeiUess  repetition  to  dwell  upon  them  here.  It  is 
sufficient,  for  the  present  purpose,  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
more  than  two  filUis  of  the  t«")tal  numb<;M'  of  |>rostitutes  examined 
during  llio  investigation  confess  that  they  have  sufVeri'd  from 
B\'phili9  or  gonorrhoea.  The  probability  is  that  the  real  number 
far  exceeds  this  average ;  that,  alarming  as  is  the  confession,  the 
actual  faets  arc  much  worse.  This  fipinion  is  based  upon  tiie  re- 
sults of  professional  experience,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  difficulty 
which  exists  in  obtaining  any  voluntary  reliable  statement  on  the 
subject. 

Even  assuming  that  the  answers  obtained  are  correct,  they  in- 
dicate arnjtle  cause  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  disease,  and  its  in- 
trofluctioQ  into  almost  every  branch  i>f  society.  One  half  of  the 
total  number  who  confess  that  they  have  sufteivtl  f)x  are  suffering 
from  tliis  disea.se.  state  that  they  have  been  .so  afflicted  once  oidy. 
In  other  fonns  of  sickness  which  admit  of  a  perfect  cure  this 
would  be  no  cause  for  alarm,  but  in  this  in.stance  it  is  a  mooted 
point  among  medical  writers  whether  the  syphilitic  tiint  can  ever 
be  eradicated  from  the  system  where  it  has  Invn  imj)i!inteil.  :ind 
the  arguments  on  each  side  are  urged  with  great  ability.  With- 
out presumuig  to  pass  an  opinion  on  the  question,  or  expressing 
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any  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  those  learned  men  who  think  it 
possible  to  rt-move  the  taint  from  the  body,  it  is  policy  to  urge,  in 
this  case,  the  views  of  their  opponents  that  it  can  not  be  eradi- 
cated. Upon  this  ground  every  citizen  is  competent  to  determine 
for  himself  the  amount  of  public  mischief  resulting  daily  from  a 
mass  of  prostitutes,  two  out  of  every  five  of  whom  are  confesseiUy 
diseased. 

Question.  WHAT  WAB  THE  CAUSE  OF  TOCB  BECOMING  A  PROS- 
TITtJTE? 

( autei.  >  nrahpra. 

Inclination 513 

Destitution 525 

Seduced  and  abandoned 258 

Drink,  and  the  desire  to  drink 181 

Dl-tretitment  of  parents,  rclativeg,  or  husbands    .    .     .  1 64 

As  an  easy  life 124 

Bad  c-ouipny 84 

Persuudoil  by  prostitutes 71 

Too  idle  to  work 29 

Violated 27 

Seduced  on  board  emigrant  ships 16 

"       in  emigruiit  boarding  liouses 8 

Total 2000 

This  question  is  probably  the  most  important  of  the  scries,  as 
the  replies  lay  t)pen  to  a  considerable  extent  those  hidden  springs 
of  evil  which  have  hitherto  been  known  only  from  their  results. 
First  in  order  stands  the  reply  "  Inclination,"  which  can  only  be 
understood  as  meaning  a  voluntary  resort  to  prostiititioji  in  order 
to  gratify  the  sexual  passions.  Five  hundred  and  thirteen  wom- 
en, more  than  one  fourth  of  the  gross  number,  give  this  as  their 
reason.  If  their  representations  were  borne  out  by  facts,  it  would 
make  the  task  of  grajipling  with  the  vice  a  must  arduous  one,  and 
afford  very  slight  grounds  to  hope  for  any  amelioration :  but  it  is 
imagined  that  the  ciifumstance.s  whieh  induced  the  ruin  of  mtist 
of  those  who  gave  the  answer  will  j)rove  that,  if  a  jxisitive  incli- 
nation to  vice  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  fall,  it_was_but  the 
result  of  other  and  controlling  influences.  In  itself  such  an  au- 
fiwer  would  imply  an  nTtratir"depravity,  a  want  of  true  woman- 
ly feeling,  which  is  actually  incredible.  The  force  of  desire  can 
neither  he  denied  nor  disputed,  but  still  in  the  bosoms  of  moi^t  fe- 
males that  force  exists  in  a  slumbering  state  until  aroused  by 
some  outside  influences.  No  woman  can  understand  its  power 
until  some  positive  cause  of  excitement  exists.  What  is  sufficient 
to  awaken  the  dorrniint  ii-^*>;iiin  is  a  que.^tion  thsii  ndiiiiif-  iunu- 
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merable  answers.  Acquaintance  with  the  opposite  sex,  particu- 
larly if  extended  so  far  as  to  become  a  reciprocal  affection,  will 
tend  to  this;  so  will  the  companionship  of  females  who  have 
yielded  to  its  power;  and  so  will  the  excitement  of  intoxication. 
But  it  must  be  repeated,  and  most  decidedly,  that  without  these 
or  some  other  equally  stimulating  cause,  the  full  force  of  sexual 
desise  is  seldom  known  to  a  virtuous  woman.  In  the  male  sex 
nature  hsis  provided  a  more  susceptible  organization  than  in  fe- 
males, apparently  with  the  beneficent  design  of  repressing  those 
evils  which  must  result  from  mutual  appetite  equally  felt  by  both. 
In  other  words,  man  is  the  a/jgrtstsive  animal,  so  far  as  sexual  de- 
sire is  involved.  Were  it  otherwise,  and  the  passions  in  both  sexes 
equal,  illegitimacy  and  prostitution  would  be  far  more  rife  in  our 
nn'dst  than  at  present. 

Some  few  of  the  cases  in  which  the  reply  "  Inclination"  was 
given  are  herewith  submitted,  with  the  explanation  which  ac- 
companied each  return.  C.  M. :  while  virtuous,  this  girl  had  vis- 
ited dance-houses,  where  she  became  acquainted  with  prostitutes, 
who  persuaded  her  that  they  led  an  easy,  merry  life ;  her  inclina- 
tion wiis  the  result  of  female  persuasion.  E.  C.  lefl  her  husband, 
and  became  a  prostitute-  willingly,  in  order  to  obtain  intoxicating 
liquors  which  had  been  refused  her  at  home.  E.  R.  was  deserted 
by  her  husband  because  she  drank  to  excess,  and  became  a  pros- 
titute ill  onli.-r  to  obtiiiu  liquor.  In  this  and  the  preceding  case, 
inclination  was  the  result  solely  of  intemperance.  A.  J.  willing- 
ly sacrifici'd  lu-r  virlu  :  to  a  man  she  loved.  C.  L. :  her  inclination 
was  swayed  by  the  advice  of  women  already  on  the  town.  J.  J. 
continued  this  course  from  inclination  afler  having  been  Beduce<l 
by  her  lover.  S.  C. :  this  girl's  inclination  arose  from  a  love  of 
liquor.  Enough  has  been  quoted  to  prove  that,  m  many  of  the 
cases,  what  is  called  willing  prastitution  is  the  sequel  of  some 
communication  or  circumstances  wliiuli  undermine  the  principles 
of  virtue  and  arouse  the  latent  passions. 

Destitution  is  assigned  as  a  reason  in  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  cases.  In  many  of  these  it  is  unquestionably  true  that  posi- 
tive, actud  want,  the  apparent  and  dreaded  ajvproach  of  starva- 
tion, was  the  real  cause  of  degradation.  The  following  instances 
of  this  imperative  necessity  will  appeal  to  the  understanding  and 
the  heart  more  forcibly  than  any  arguments  that  could  be  used. 
As  in  all  the  selections  already  made,  or  that  may  be  made  here- 
after, these  cases  are  taken  indiscriminately  from  the  replies  re- 
ceived, and  might  be  indefinitely  extended. 
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During  the  progress  of  this  investigation  in  one  of  the  lowor 
wards  of  the  city,  attention  was  drawn  to  a  pale  but  interesting- 
looking  girl,  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  from  whose  replies  the 
following  narrative  is  condensed,  retaining  her  own  words  as- near- 
ly as  possible. 

"  I  have  been  leading  this  life  from  about  the  middle  of  last 
January  (1856).  It  was  absolute  want  that  drove  me  to  it.  My 
sister,  who  w:w  about  three  yeui-s  older  than  I  am.  livrrl  with  me. 
She  W!U5  deformeil  and  a  eripple  from  :i  ikll  she  had  while  a  ehild, 
and  could  not  do  any  hard  work.  She  eould  do  a  little  sewing, 
and  when  we  both  were  able  to  get  work  we  could  just  make  a 
living.  When  the  heavy  .snow-sjnrni  oatne  our  work  stojjped, 
and  we  were  in  want  of  food  and  coals.  One  very  cold  morning, 
ju.st  after  I  had  iK'cn  to  the  store,  the  landlord's  agent  called  for 
some  rent  we  owed,  and  told  us  that,  if  we  could  not  pay  it,  we 
should  have  to  move.  The  agent  was  a  kind  man,  and  gave  us  a 
little  money  to  buy  some  coals.  We  did  not  know  what  we  were 
to  do,  and  were  both  crying  sdwiit  it,  when  the  womiin  who  keejw 
this  house  (where  she  was  then  living)  came  in  ami  brought  some 
sewing  for  us  to  do  that  day.  She  said  that  !»he  had  been  recom- 
mended to  us  by  a  woman  who  lived  in  the  siime  hmise,  iiut  I 
found  out  since  that  she  had  watched  me,  and  only  said  this  for  an 
excuse.  Wlien  the  work  w:is  dune  I  brought  it  home  here.  I 
had  heanl  of  such  places  l«l(iri',  but  had  never  been  inside  one. 
I  was  very  cold,  and  she  made  nie  .-sit  down  by  the  fire,  and  began 
to  talk  to  me,  .saying  how  mncli  b:  ;;i-r  off!  should  be  if  J  would 
come  and  live  with  her.  I  tolil  her  I  could  not  leave  my  sister, 
who  was  the  only  relation  I  hatl,  and  could  not  help  herself;  but 
she  said  I  should  be  able  to  help  my  sister,  and  that  she  would 
find  some  light  sewing  fur  her  to  do,  s<:>  that  .she  should  not  want. 
She  talked  a  good  deal  mon-,  and  I  felt  inclined  to  do  as  she 
wanted  me,  but  then  I  thought  how  wicked  it  would  be,  and  at 
last  I  told  her  I  would  think  alxjut  it.  When  I  got  home  and 
saw  my  sister  so  sick  as  she  was,  and  wanting  many  little  things 
that  we  had  no  money  to  buy.  and  no  friends  to  helj>  us  to,  my 
lieart  almost  broke.  However,  I  said  nothing  to  her  then.  I  laid 
awake  all  night  thinking,  and  in  the  morning  I  made  up  my  nund 
to  come  here.  I  told  her  what  I  was  going  to  do,  and  she  Injgged 
me  not,  but  my  mind  w:\s  made  up.  She  said  it  would  be  sin, 
and  I  told  her  that  I  should  have  to  answer  for  that,  and  that  I 
wa.s  forced  to  do  it  Wcause  there  wa.s  no  other  way  to  k<>i'p  my- 
self and  help  her,  and  I  knew  she  coiitd  not  work  much  for  her- 
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i^ieili^  and  I  wa.s  sure  she  would  not  live  a  day  if  we  were  turued 
into  the  streets.  She  tried  idl  she  could  to  persuade  me  not,  but 
I  was  determined,  and  so  I  came  here.  I  haled  the  thoughts  of 
such  a  lil'e,  and  my  oiJy  reason  for  coming  was  that  I  might  help 
her.  I  thought  that,  if  I  had  been  alone,  I  would  sooner  have 
starved,  but  I  could  nut  bear  to  see  her  suffering.  She  only  lived 
u  few  weeks  after  I  came  here.  I  broke  her  heart.  I  do  not  like 
the  life.  I  would  du  almost  any  thing  to  get  out  of  it ;  but,  now 
that  I  have  ouct  Jont  icroug,  I  eaji  not  get  any  one  to  give  me 
work,  and  I  must  stop  here  unless  I  wish  to  be  starved  to  death." 

This  plain  and  affecting  narrative  needs  no  comment.  It  re- 
veals the  history  oi'  many  an  unfortunate  vvcjnmu  in  this  city,  and 
while  it  must  appeal  to  every  sensitive  heart,  it  argues  ni<i.«t  forc- 
ibly for  some  intervention  in  such  cases.  The  following  state- 
ments of  other  women  who  have  suffered  and  fallen  in  a  simUai' 
manner  will  show  that  the  preceding  is  not  an  isolated  case.  M. 
M.,  a  wid'jw  with  one  child,  earned  §1  50  per  week  as  a  tailoress. 
J.  Y.,  a  servant,  was  taken  sick  while  in  a  situation,  sj)ent  all  her 
money,  and  could  get  no  employment  when  she  recovered.  M. 
T.  (quoting  her  own  words)  "  had  no  work,  no  money,  and  uo 
home.''  S.  F.,  a  widow  with  three  children,  could  earn  two  dollars 
weekly  at  cap-making,  but  could  not  obtain  steady  emploj-meut 
even  at  those  prices.  M.  F.  had  been  out  of  place  for  some  time, 
and  had  no  money.  V..  II.  earned  from  two  to  three  dollars  per 
week  as  tailoress,  but  had  been  out  of  employment  for  some  time. 
L.  C.  G. :  the  exaauning  officer  reports  in  this  case,  "  This  girl  (a 
tailoress)  is  a  stranger,  without  any  relations.  •  She  received  a  dol- 
lar and  a  half  a  week,  which  would  not  maintain  her."  M.  C, 
a  servant,  was  receiN^ng  five  dollars  a  month.  She  sent  all  her 
earnings  to  her  mothi-r,  and  soon  after  lost  her  situation,  when  she 
had  DO  means  to  supfjort  herself.  M.  S.,  also  a  serwant,  received 
one  dollar  a  month  a-iu/rs.  A.  B.  landed  in  Baltimore  fivim  Ger- 
many, and  was  robbed  of  all  her  money  the  ver}-  day  she  reached 
the  shore.  M.  F.,  a  shirt-midcer,  earned  one  dollar  a  week.  E. 
M.  G. :  the  captain  of  police  iii  the  district  where  this  woman  re- 
sides says,  "  This  girl  struggled  hard  with  the  world  before  she 
became  a  prostitute,  sleeping  in  station-houses  at  night,  and  living 
on  bread  and  water  during  the  day."  He  adds :  "  In  my  experi- 
ence of  three  years,  I  have  known  over  fifly  cases  whose  history 
would  be  similar  to  hers,  and  who  are  now  prostitutes." 

These  details  give  some  insight  into  the  under-current  of  city 
life.     Tlie  most  prominent  fact  is  that  -i  hirL'e  ntniibcr  of  females, 
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both  operatives  and  domestics,  earn  so  small  wages  that  u  tempo- 
rary cessation  of  t.lieir  business,  or  being  a  short  time  out  of  a  sit- 
uation, is  sufficient  to  reduce  them  to  absolute  distress.  Provi- 
dent habits  are  useless  in  their  cases ;  for,  much  as  they  may  feel 
the  necessity,  they  have  noOiiivj  to  save,  and  the  very  day  that  they 
encounter  a  reverse  sees  them  penniless.  The  struggle  a  virtu- 
ous girl  will  wage  against  fate  in  such  circumstances  may  be  con- 
ceived: it  is  a  literal  battle  for  life,  and  in  the  result  life  is  too  oft- 
en preserved  only  by  the  sjicrifice  of  virtue. 

"  Seduced  and  abandoned."  Two  hundred  and  fifty -eight  wom- 
en make  this  reply.  These  numbers  give  but  u  faint  iilea  of  the 
actual  total  that  should  be  recorded  under  the  designation,  as 
many  who  are  included  in  other  classes  should  doubtless  have 
been  returned  in  this.  It  has  already  been  shown  tliirt  mider  the 
answer  "  Inclination"  are  comprised  the  responses  of  tnatiy  who 
were  the  victims  of  seduction  before  such  inclination  existed,  and 
there  can  be  no  «picstion  that  among  tho.se  who  a.ssigu  ''  Drink, 
and  the  desire  to  drink"  as  the  cause  of  their  beconiuig  prosti- 
tutes, may  be  found  many  whose  first  departure  from  the  rules 
of  sobriety  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  drive  from  their  mem- 
ories all  recollections  of  their  seducers'  falsehoods.  Of  the  num- 
ber who  were  persuaded  by  women,  themselves  already  fallen,  to 
become  public  courtesans,  it  is  but  resisonable  to  conclude  that 
many  had  previously  yielded  their  honor  to  some  lover  under 
ffdse  protestations  of  attachment  and  fidelity. 

It  is  needless  to  resort  to  argiunent  to  prove  that  seduction  is  a 
vast  social  wrong,  involving  in  its  consequences  not  only  the  en- 
tire loss  of  female  character,  but  also  totally  destroying  the  con- 
sciousness of  integrity  on  the  part  of  the  male  .sex.  It  matters  not 
ujider  what  circumstances  the  crime  may  Ix-  perpetrated,  none  can 
be  found  that  will  exonerate  the  active  oftender  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  fhiud  and  treachery.  A  wonum'.s  hcjirt  longs  for  a  recip- 
rocal affection,  and,  to  insure  this,  she  will  occasionally  yield  her 
honor  to  her  lover's  importunities,  but  only  when  her  attachment 
has  become  so  concentrated  upon  its  object  as  to  invest  him  with 
every  attribute  of  perfection,  to  find  in  every  word  he  utters  and 
every  action  he  performs  but  some  token  of  his  devotion  to  her. 
Love  is  then  literally  a  passion,  an  idolatry,  and  its  power  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged. 

But  this  passion  can  not  be  the  growth  of  an  hour.  Its  devel- 
opments are  gradual.     From  the  first  stage  of  mere  acquaintance, 
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it  ripens  progressively  under  the  influence  of  tender  words  uud 
solemi)  vows,  frequently  sincere,  but  often  simulated,  uulil  the 
woman  owns  to  herself  and  admits  to  her  lover  that  she  regards 
him  wnth  att'ection  Such  an  acknowledgment,  virtually  placing 
her  future  life  m  his  custody,  should  inspire  him  with  the  high 
resolve  to  protect  her  name  and  fame,  lo  justify  the  confidence 
she  has  rejx)sed.  But  not  unfrequently  is  it  made  the  medium 
lor  dishonorable  exactions,  and  for  a  momentary  gratific<>tion, 
valueless  to  him  except  as  a  proof  of  her  fervent  adoration,  and 
fatal  in  its  consequences  to  her,  he  tramples  on  the  priceless  jewel 
of  her  honor,  confidingly  surrendered  to  this  love  and  truth. 

It  should  be  remembered  that,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  base 
end,  he  must  have  resorted  lo  base  means;  must  either  have  pro- 
fessed a  love  he  did  not  feel,  or  have  allowed  his  affection  to  cool 
as  he  approached  its  consummation.  Pure  and  sincere  attach- 
ment would  efi'ectuully  prevent  the  lover  from  performing  any 
act  which  coidd  possibly  c<impromise  the  woman  he  adores.  None 
but  an  unmitigated  ruffian  can  calmly  and  dehberately  wrong  an 
unsuspecting  female  who  has  acknowledged  a  tender  sentiment 
toward  him,  thus  placing  herself  so  entirely  in  his  power.  The 
crune  of  .seduction  can  Vje  viewed  only  as  a  mean  and  atrocious 
perjniy,  and  strangely  callous  must  he  be  whose  conscience  in 
after  life  does  not  pursue  him  with  scorpion  stings  and  fiery  tor- 
tures. 

But  how  account  for  the  participation  of  the  female  in  the 
crime?  Simply  by  viewing  it  as  an  idolatry  of  devotion  which 
is  willing  tn  surrender  all  to  the  demands  of  bim  she  worships; 
to  the  intensity  of  her  affections,  which  alisorbs  all  other  consid- 
erations; to  a  perfect  insanity  of  love,  excited  and  sustained  by  a 
Buppo.sed  equal  devntioii  to  liersiMf  As  soon  as  this  conviction 
of  a  mutual  love  possesses  her  mind,  as  soon  as  her  heart  responds 
to  its  magic  touch,  she  lives  in  a  new  atmosphere;  her  individu- 
ality is  lost ;  her  thoughts  revert  only  to  her  lover.  Devoted  to 
the  promotion  of  his  happiness,  she  thinks  not  of  her  own ;  and 
only  when  it  is  too  late  does  she  awake  from  the  spell  that  lures 
her  to  destruction.  In  such  a  case  as  this,  a  woman  docs  not  merit 
the  contempt  with  which  her  conduct  is  visited.  She  has  sinned 
from  weakness,  not  from  vice ;  she  has  been  made  the  victim  of 
her  own  unbounded  love,  her  heart's  richest  and  purest  affections. 

Moralists  say  that  all  human  passions  should  be  held  in  check 
by  reason  and  virtue,  and  none  can  deny  the  truthfulness  of  the 
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assertion.  But  while  they  apply  the  sefitiment  to  the  weaker 
party,  who  is  the  sufferer,  would  it  not,  be  advisable  to  recom- 
mend the  same  restraining  influences  to  him  who  is  the  inflictor? 
No  wom;ui  possessed  of  the  stnalltat  share  of  decency  or  the 
slightest  appreciation  of  virtue  would  voluntarily  surrender  her- 
self without  some  powerful  motive,  not  pre-existent  in  herself,  but 
imparted  by  her  destroyer.  Well  aware  of  the  world's  opinion, 
she  would  not  recklessly  defy  it,  and  precipitiite  hei-sell'  into  an 
abyss  of  degradation  and  shame  unless  some  overruling  influence 
had  urged  her  forward.  This  motive  and  this  influence,  it  is  be- 
lieved, may  be  uniformly  traced  to  her  weak  but  truly  feminine 
dependence  upon  another's  vows.  Naturally  unsuspicious  her- 
self, she  can  not  believe  that  the  being  whom  she  has  almost  de- 
ified can  be  aught  but  gootl,  and  noble,  and  trustworthy.  Sincere 
in  her  own  jirofe.ssions,  she  believes  there  is  equal  sincerity  in  his 
protestations.  Willing  to  saorilice  all  to  him,  slie  feels  implicitly 
as.sured  that  he  will  protect  her  from  hami.  Thus  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that,  in  most  ca.scs  of  8i>duction,  female  virtue  is  trust- 
ingly surrendered  to  the  specioua  arguments  and  false  promises 
of  tlishononible  men." 

'  Since  these  papcs  were  prc|inrt'd  f">r  ihe  press,  a  work  has  been  reprinied  in 
Ni-w  Yr)rk,  callcil  "A  Womim's  Tlioujilits  ii(h>ii  Women,  hy  the  Author  of  '.John 
Halifax,  IJcntlcmnn,"  whicli  coniainn  niiiny  piissatrt'^  [ii-rtinpui  to  thi?  inqniry. 
The  hiph  reputhtion  of  its  mithor  (Miss  Miiloek),  not  only  for  llti-rary  nhility,  hiit  for 
priu'tical  lictievoleiiie  uuii  woniBiily  charity,  will  be  siifflciont  oixdocy  for  subniit- 
linK  some  of  her  renmrks  to  the  reader  in  the  shape  of  notes.  It  I*  satisfactory  to 
know  that  moiiy  sentiments  advanceil  licrein  are  such  08  Mibs  Muhn-k  hos  ndro- 
eated  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.     On  the  subject  of  seduction,  she  remarks: 

"I  think  it  can  not  he  doubted  thnt  even  the  loss  of  )» rson.il  chnstity  does  not 
indictiic  loinl  corni|  tion.  or  entail  jwrmnnent  dejn'adation  ;  that  after  it.  and  In 
spite  i.f  it,  miiny  cstinuiblc  iiiid  womanly  <jiiiilitir'«  mity  \v  found  exi>linB,  not  only 
in  our  picturi'«iiio  .W//  (iirj/nnm  ami  Pri/  HV)//»ny/onx,  but  our  ]n)(jr  evi-ry-dny  sin- 
ners:  the  servant  obliped  to  lie  dismissed  without  ii  character  and  with  a  baby; 
the  seamstress  quitting  starvation  for  elopant  infamy :  the  illiterate  villape  Ia«s  who 
thinks  it  so  t;rnnd  to  be  made  a  lady  of — so  much  better  to  b<>  a  rich  man's  mistress 
than  a  working  man's  ill-used  wife,  or,  rather,  slave. 

"  Till  we  allow  that  no  one  sin,  not  even  this  sin,  necessarily  corrupw  the  entire 
character,  we  shall  scarcely  be  able  to  judne  it  with  that  fairness  which  (rive*  ho|w>s 
of  our  remedvinp  it,  or  tryini?  to  lessen,  in  ever  so  minute  a  depree,  by  our  indi- 
vidual dealing  with  any  individual  cnse  that  comes  in  our  way,  the  enormous 
•ggrcpate  of  misery  that  it  entails.  This  it  behooves  ns  to  do,  even  on  sellish 
BTounds,  for  it  touches  us  closer  than  many  of  us  are  aware — ay,  in  our  own  hearths 
and  homes;  in  the  sons  and  brothers  that  we  have  to  si-nd  out  to  stnicKle  in  m 
world  of  which  we  at  the  fireside  know  absolutely  nothinp:  if  we  marnr.  in  the  fa- 
thers wc  (rive  to  our  innocent  children,  the  servants  we  Inist  tb"ir  infancy  to,  and 
the  influences  to  which  we  arc  obliged  to  expose  them  daily  and  hourly,  unless  we 
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The  every -day  experiences  of  life  arc  amply  sufficient  to  justify 
this  opinion,  for  it  is  a  fact  that  tht'se  specious  arguments  and  lalae 
promises  aR>  continually  resorted  to  by  many  men  for  the  express 
purposes  of  seduction ;  and,  nefarious  as  these  cases  confessedly 
are,  still  they  form  common  incidents  in  the  lives  of  some  who 
cl.'iim  to  Vh?  what  the  world  calls  respectable !  Men  who,  in  the 
ordinury  relations  of  life,  would  scruple  U)  defraud  their  neighbors 
•  )f  a  dollar,  do  not  hesitate  U>  rob  a  confiding  woman  of  her  chas- 
tity. They  who,  in  a  business  point  of  view,  would  regard  ob- 
taining gooils  under  false  pretenses  as  an  act  to  be  visited  with 
all  the  severity  of  the  law,  hcsitjite  not  to  obtain  by  even  viler 
ff.uid  the  surrender  of  woman's  virtue  to  their  fiendish  lust.  Is 
there  no  inconsistency  in  the  social  laws  which  condemn  a  swin- 
dler to  the  state  pri.son  ffr  fiis  offences,  and  condemn  a  woman  to 
perpetual  infamy  yJjr  her  wn/iigx?  Undoubtedly  there  are  cases 
where  the  woman  is  the  seducer,  but  these  are  so  rare  as  to  be 
hardly  w(^rlh  mentioning. 

Seduction  is  a  social  wrong.  Its  entire  consequences  are  not 
c<imprised  in  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  woman,  or  the  sense  of 
perfidy  oppressing  the  conseii'ncc  of  the  man.  Beyond  the  fact 
that  she  is,  in  the  ordinary  language  of  the  day,  ruine<l,  the  vic- 
tim has  endured  an  attack  u]ion  her  principles  which  must  mate- 
rially affect  her  fiit.ure  life.  The  world  may  not  know  of  hi-r  trarts- 
gression.  and,  in  consequenc*',  public  ohloriuy  may  not  Vk-  added  to 
her  b\irden  ;  but  she  is  too  painfully  conscious  of  her  fall,  and  ev- 
ery thought  of  her  lacerated  and  bleeding  heart  is  embittered 
with  a  sen.'^e  of  man's  wrong  and  outrage.  Memory  points  to  the 
many  bright  pa.s.sages  in  their  actjuaintanw,  and  Siiys,  these  shone 
but  to  ensnare  you;  to  the  many  tokens  of  endearment  received 
from  her  betrayer,  and  says,  these  were  but  so  many  arguments  to 
effect  your  ruin ;  \n  the  many  vows  he  breathed,  and  siiys,  these 
were  but  perjury ;  to  the  many  smiles  with  which  she  was  gn'et- 
ed,  and  says,  these  were  but  so  many  hypx;rilical  ilevices.  She 
remembers  the  thrill  of  joy  with  which  her  heart  so  gayly  bound- 
ed when  he  first  told  her  she  wtts  Ix^loved,  and  she  contrasts  her 

were  to  hrinn  them  op  in  «  sort  of  Unmpiicic  Happy  Valley,  which  ihi-ir  first  effort 
wiiold  ho  til  \:rX  nut  cif  *.  fimt  as  ever  they  could.  And  »uji)ioiiini;  we  are  ^nred  from 
all  this;  that  our  jiosiiiiin  i<  one  |«ruliarly  exempt  from  evil ;  that  if  |>t>lliitiiin  in  any 
form  comes  niph  ns,  we  sw-ep  it  hn.stily  and  noiselc*sly  nway  from  our  door>,  oiid 
think  ne  are  ripht  and  Mife — alas !  we  forf^t  that  a  refuse-heap  outside  her  pate 
muv  breed  a  plaptie  even  in  a  queen's  palace." — .4  Woman't  Thougho  upon  Wont' 
M  (New  York  ed.),  p.  261. 
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ecstasy  then  with  her  agonies  now.  She  remembers,  with  de- 
testation, the  caresses  he  wtis  wont  to  bestow.  But,  above  all,  she 
remembers,  and  her  blood  boils  with  indignation  as  the  thought  is 
forced  upon  her,  that  by  these  means  he  has  wrought  her  shame. 
She  has  leanied  in  the  school  of  sorrow  that  man's  promises  of 
fidelity  are  valueless;  and  her  future  life,  whether  sjient  in  sor- 
row and  repentance  for  the  piist,  or  in  a  wild,  imp<'tuous  career  of 
subsequent  vice,  wfil  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  remembrance 
of  his  treachery.  It  can  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that,  with  this 
feeling  of  injustice  and  insult  burning  at  her  heart,  her  oareor 
should  be  one  in  which  she  becomes  the  aggressor,  and  man  the 
victim ;  for  it  is  a  certain  fact  that  in  this  desire  of  revenge  upon 
the  sex  for  the  falsehood  of  one  will  be  found  a  cause  of  the  in- 
crease of  prostitution. 

The  probabilities  of  a  decrease  in  the  crime  of  seduction  are 
very  slight,  so  long  as  the  present  public  sentiment  prevails; 
while  the  seducer  is  allowed  to  go  unpunished,  and  the  full  me:>- 
ure  of  retribution  is  directed  against  his  victim;  while  the  otfti.- 
er  escapes,  but  the  oftendod  is  condemned.  Unprincipled  U/. :.. 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  woman's  trustful  nature,  abound,  and 
they  pursue  their  diabolical  course  uimiolested.  Legal  enactments 
can  scarcely  ever  reach  tliein,  ahhough  sometimes  a  poor  man 
without  friends  or  money  is  imlieted  and  convicted.  Tlie  remedy 
must  be  lefl  to  the  world  at  large.  When  our  domestic  relations 
are  such  that  a  man  known  to  be  guilty  of  this  crime  can  obtain 
no  admission  into  the  family  circle;  when  the  virtuous  and  re- 
spectable memliers  of  the  community  agree  that  no  such  man 
shall  be  welcomed  to  their  stK-icty;  when  worth  and  honor  assert 
their  supremacy  over  wealth  and  boldness,  there  may  be  hopes  of 
a  reformation,  but  not  till  then. 

The  following  cases  will  exhibit  some  of  the  results  of  seduc- 
tion: M.  C,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  seventeen  years  of  age,  was 
induced  to  run  away  from  home  with  her  lover,  who  promised  to 
marrv'  her  as  soon  as  they  reached  Philadeljihia.  Instead  of  keep- 
ing his  word,  he  deserted  her.  She  was  afraid  to  go  home,  and  had 
no  means  of  living  except  by  prostitution,  which  she  practiced  for 
eight  months  in  Philadelphia,  and  then  came  to  New  York  to  n  - 
side.  Her  father,  a  physician,  <lied  when  she  was  about  ten  years 
old,  and  her  mother  subsequently  married  a  hotel-keeper,  in  whose 
house  the  girl  was  reared,  and  to  the  a.ssiX'iations  of  which  she 
probably,  to  some  extent,  owes  her  fall  from  virtue. 
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In  one  of  the  most  aristocratic  houses  of  prostitution  in  New 
York  wt«s  found  the  daughter  of  a  merchant,  a  man  of  large  prop- 
erty, residing  in  one  of  the  Southern  states.  She  was  a  beautiful 
girl,  had  received  a  superior  education,  spoke  several  languages 
fluently,  and  seemed  keenly  sensible  of  her  degradation.  Two 
years  before  this  time  she  had  been  on  a  visit  to  some  relations  in 
Europe,  and  on  her  return  voyage  in  one  of  her  father's  vessels, 
she  was  seduced  by  the  captain,  and  became  pregnant.  He  sol- 
emnly asserted  that  he  would  marry  her  as  soon  as  they  reached 
their  port,  but  the  ship  had  no  sooner  arrived  than  he  left  her. 
The  poor  girl's  parents  would  not  receive  her  back  '\nU.>  their 
family,  and  she  came  to  New  York  and  prostituted  herself  for 
support. 

A.  B.,  the  child  of  respectable  parents  in  Germany,  was  seduced 
in  her  native  place  by  a  man  to  whom  she  was  attached.  He 
promi.sed  to  marr\'  her  if  .she  would  accompany  him  to  the  United 
Stiit<.'s.  She  obtained  the  pennission  and  neceasary  funds  from 
her  parents,  and  two  days  after  they  landed  in  New  York  her  se- 
ducer deserted  her,  carrying  off  all  the  money  she  had  brought 
from  home.  H.  P.,  a  school-girl,  sixteen  years  of  age,  was  seduced 
by  a  married  man  who  now  visits  her  occasionally.  C.  A.  was  se- 
duced in  New  Jersey,  brought  to  New  York,  and  deserted  among 
strangers.  M.  R.  was  seduced  by  her  employer,  a  married  man. 
A.  W.  was  seduced  while  at  school  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
ashanie<l  to  return  to  her  parents.  L.  H.  followed  a  lover  from 
England  who  Lad  promi.sed  to  marry  her.  When  she  arrived  in 
New  York  he  seduced  and  diseased  her,  and  then  she  discovered 
that  be  was  a  married  man.  There  is  no  necessity  to  multiply 
these  cases. 

"  Drink  and  the  desire  to  drink."  We  will  alter  an  old  sa^nng, 
and  render  it,  "  When  a  woman  drinJcs  she  is  lost."  It  will  be 
conceded  that  the  habit  of  intoxication  in  woman,  if  not  an  indi- 
cation of  the  existence  of  actual  depravity  or  vice,  is  a  sure  pre- 
cursor of  it,  for  drunkenness  and  debauchery  are  inseparable  com- 
panions, one  almost  invariably  following  the  other.  In  some  cases 
a  woman  hving  in  service  becomes  a  drunkard;  she  forms  ac- 
quaintances among  the  depraved  of  her  own  sex,  and  willingly 
join.s  their  rank.s.  Married  women  acquire  the  habit  of  drinking, 
and  forsake  their  husbands  and  families  to  gratify  not  so  much 
their  .sexual  appetite  as  their  passion  for  liquor.  Young  women 
are  often  persuaded  to  take  one  or  two  glasses  of  liquor,  and  then 
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their  ruin  mny  he  soon  expected.  Others  are  induwd  t<>  driuk 
spirits  in  which  ;i  narcotic  hits  Ijeen  infused  to  render  ihcni  insen- 
sible to  their  ruin.  In  short,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  enumerate 
the  many  tempiutions  which  can  be  employed  wlnui  intoxicating 
drinks  are  u.sed  as  the  agent. 

"Ill-treatment  of  parents,  husbands,  or  relatives"  is  a  prolific 
cause  of  prostitution,  one  hundred  and  -sixty-four  women  assign- 
ing it  as  11  reason  for  their  fall.  In  consideration  of  their  import- 
ant relutious  to  society,  it  may  be  well  to  inquire,  What  are  the 
duties  of  parents,  ImsbauJi^,  and  relatives? 

In  all  countries  wlicrc  the  obligations  of  the  marriage  contract 
are  recognized,  one  of  its  most  stringent  requirements  is  found  in 
the  necessity  to  provide  for  the  children  of  such  union.  This  is 
acknowledged  a-s  a  moral  duty  on  account  of  the  relationship  be- 
tween parents  and  children;  it  is  recognized  as  a  religious  duty 
becau.se  specially  enjoined  in  IToly  Writ,  and  it  is  retfarded  as  a 
civil  duty  because  the  future  welfare  of  any  community  must  de- 
pend upon  the  training  of  its  future  citizens. 

As  to  the  moral  duty,  what  argtmients  would  be  effectual  to 
prove  to  a  hard-hearted  parent  the  nece.>isity  of  lie.«towing  a  kindly 
education  upon  his  child?  Sun^ly  miture  it.self  would  supply  all 
the  necessary  reasons.  The  still,  small  voice  of  conscience  will 
whisper  to  him,  I  have  been  the  in.strumcnt  of  bringing  this 
child  into  the  world,  and  I  am  therefore  responsible  for  its  wel- 
fare. And  even  plain,  old-fa.shioned  common  sense  (despised  as  it 
is  since  a  certain  [jliilosopliy  lias  come  into  fiushion)  would  say,  I 
am  the  father  of  a  child,  and  it  is  my  interest  to  do  the  best  I  can 
for  it. 

The  religious  duties  are  abundantly  enforced  in  the  Scriptures. 
These,  while  requiring  iu  explicit  terms  the  obedience  of  children 
to  their  [)areiits,  and  annexing  to  such  eonunandment  the  only 
promise  which  the  Decalogue  contains,  are  equally  phiin  in  speci- 
fying the  duties  of  parents.  These  [>ointa  are  acknowledged  by 
all  se<'ts  and  parties;  and  conimeiitiitors  or  preachers,  liowever 
much  they  may  dift'er  on  questions  nf  theology,  or  articles  of  faith, 
or  ndes  of  Church  government,  are  unanimous  upon  the  extent 
of  jiarcntal  obligation. 

The  civil  duties  are  imjiortant  for  the  reason  already  assigned. 
Children  will  be  our  successors  in  this  arena,  as  we  have  succeed- 
ed the  patriut  fathers  who  achieved  our  independence,  and  made 
r.s  the  people  that  we  an'.     The  ]irinciplcs  niunciated  by  every 
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shot  fired  during  tin-  Kt-vnliitionaiv  w:»r  liuve  desceuded  to  as, 
but  we  are  only  trustees  Ibi'  tlieir  safe  timismissiou  to  the  uext 
generation,  and  we  shall  be  recreant  to  our  duty,  false  to  the 
memory  of  our  ancesioi-s,  and  iiuitoi's  to  our  country,  if  we  allow 
our  children  to  assume  the  resiwnsibililies  that  will  naturally  de- 
volve vipon  them  without  due  preparation  for  the  sacred  triLsi. 

Having  thus  brielly  alluded  to  the  duties  of  parents,  it  remains 
to  give  some  information  as  to  the  majiner  in  which  such  obliga- 
tions ar  •  performed,  selected  from  the  returns  received  in  the 
progres-  of  this  investigation. 

L.  M.,  a  very  well  educated  girl:  "I  was  seduced  at  eighteen 
years  of  age,  tmd  forced  to  leave  home  to  hide  my  disgrace."  Ad- 
mitting ihiit  this  girl  had  been  led  into  an  error,  the  plain  duty 
of  her  parents,  in  every  jwint  of  view,  was  to  endeavor  to  reform 
her  instead  of  driving  her  from  home.  Human  nature,  in  its  moat 
favorable  condition,  is  fallible;  all  are  liable  to  error;  but  as  all 
jopi'  for  forgiveness,  so  should  they  forgive.     This  is  the  doctrine 

'the  sublime  prayer  taught  by  our  Savior  to  his  apostles;  this 
"m  the  duty  of  humanity.  "The  bruised  reed  He  will  not  break," 
is  a  Divine  promise  from  which  poor  finite  man  might  draw  a 
valuable  lesson. 

E.  B. :  "  My  parents  wanted  me  to  marry  an  old  man,  and  I  re- 
fused. I  had  a  very  unhappy  home  afterward."  This  case  was 
directly  in  conflict  with  the  dictates  of  nature.  She  had  formed 
an  attachment  for  a  man  who  would,  in  all  human  probability, 
have  made  her  a  good  husband,  and  caused  her  to  remain  a  vir- 
tuous member  of  society ;  but  her  parents  wanted  her  to  marry  an 
old  man,  and,  in  consequence  of  refnsal,  treated  her  with  uukind- 
ness.  She  has  now,  poor  girl,  to  answer  for  her  sin  of  inconti- 
nence, but  who  can  tell  what  other  offenses  would  have  been  laid 
to  her  charge  had  she  mamed  as  desired  by  her  parents?  How 
many  awftU  deeds  recorded  in  the  annals  of  criminal  jurispru- 
dence have  been  producetl  by  ill-as.sort«l  marriages !  How  many 
outrages,  how  much  bl*»(xlshed,  owe  their  origin  to  such  a  cause! 
Parents  who,  for  their  own  selfish  ]}urposes,  would  drive  a  daugh- 
ter into  a  marriage  repugnant  to  her  feelings,  deserve  the  severest 
condemnation.  So  far  from  performing  their  duty  in  the  matter, 
they  are  acting  in  diametrical  opjxwition  to  it. 

C.  B. :  "My  sU^'pmother  ill-used  me."  The  stepmother  in  this 
case  .stands  in  the  place  of  the  natural  parent.  In  assuming  the 
duties,  she  assumes  all  the  resjxmsibilitii's  of  the  relation,  and  is 
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equally  guilty  iu^  if  this  girl  were  her  own  child.  Women's  feel- 
ings, in  a  normal  state,  are  generally  kind,  geuile,  and  forgiving ; 
but  when  they  are  perverted,  she  becomes  more  inveterate  than 
man.     So  it  was  in  this  instance. 

E.  G. :  '•  My  mother  ill-treated  me  and  drove  me  from  home. 
My  father  was  very  kind,  but  he  died  when  I  was  seven  years 
old."  A  similar  case  to  the  preceding  in  the  perversion  of  femi- 
nine feelings,  coupled  with  the  melancholy  fact  that  the  girl's  fa- 
ther, who  had  always  used  her  kindly,  died  when  she  was  a  child. 
It  would  be  natural  to  conclude  that  all  the  affections  of  a  widow 
would  coucentrale  upon  her  children,  but  the  reverse  of  this  is  too 
frequently  foinid  to  be  true,  and  as  soon  as  the  husband  to  whoni 
her  vows  were  pledged  is  laid  in  the  grave,  and  the  children  are 
deprived  of  his  protecting  hand,  her  love  is  alienated  from  them. 
A  mother's  duties  to  her  offspring  are  increased  by  her  husband's 
death,  but  she  neglects  them,  and  does  violence  to  the  maternal 
instinct. 

M.  B. :  "  I  support  my  mother."  It  may  possibly  be  objected 
that  this  case  docs  not  come  within  the  scope  of  thi.s  section,  as 
showing  no  positive  neglect  of  jwi-ental  duty,  but,  by  implication, 
it  is  decidedly  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  eatjdftgue.  It  is,  unfortu- 
nately for  the  .sake  of  morality,  but  one  ofniuny  similar  instances 
which  have  bwn  encountered,  and  some  of  which  will  be  noticed. 
in  due  course.  The  self-evident  conclusion  is,  that  if  this  mother 
had  properly  trained  her  daughter  in  early  life,  she  would  not 
now  have  to  endure  the  Jtgony  arismg  from  the  knowledge  that 
every  morsel  of  food  she  cats,  every  article  of  clothing  she  wears, 
is  purchased  with  the  proceeds  of  her  child's  shame.  It  is  difl&- 
cult  to  imagine  any  position  more  disgusting  than  this — any  cir- 
cumstance more  horrible  than  that  of  a  mother  quietly  depending 
for  existence  upon  the  prostitution  of  a  daughter,  with  the  cer- 
tainty that  the  inevitable  result  of  such  a  vicious  course  of  life 
will  drive  the  child  of  her  affection  to  a  premature  gi^avc  and  a 
dreadful  eteniity. 

J.  C. :  "  My  father  ae<;used  me  of  being  a  prostitute  when  I  was 
innocent.  He  would  give  me  no  clothes  to  wear.  My  mother 
was  a  confirmed  dnmkard,  and  used  to  be  away  from  home  most 
of  the  time."'  Here  we  have  a  combination  of  horrors  sean.-<>ly 
equaled  in  the  field  of  romance.  The  unjust  accusations  of  the 
father,  and  his  conduct  in  not  supplying  bis  child  with  the  actual 
neees-saries  of  life,  jriiird  with  the  drunkenness  of  the  mother, 
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present  such  an  accumulation  of  cruelty  and  vice  that  it  would 
have  been  a  miracle  had  tlie  girl  remained  virtuous.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  no  one  will  claim  for  this  couple  the  perlbrmance 
of  any  one  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  their  position. 

S.  S. :  "I  had  no  work,  and  went  home.  My  father  was  a 
drunkard,  and  ill-treated  me  and  the  r»'St  of  the  family."  Here 
is  a  apeciuifn  of  a  father's  cruelty.  His  daughter  is  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  has  no  home  but  with  her  parents,  and  he,  mad- 
dened with  liquor,  abuses  her  for  flying  to  her  natural  protectors. 
Where  was  she  to  expect  aid  and  comfort  but  from  the  authors 
of  her  being,  and  how  was  such  expectation  realized  ?  She  was 
forced  to  resort  to  prostitution  as  a  means  of  living. 

C.  R. :  "  My  parents  are  rich.     They  would  not  let  me  live  at 
home,  becaust?  I  had  been  seduced."     In  tliis  ciise  there  was  no  ex- 
cuse for  parental  unkindness.     Bles.sed  with  an  ample  supply  of 
this  world's  treasures,  they  could  calmly  see  their  daughter  ex- 
pose<l  to  want  and  penury.     Living  in  the  enjoyment  of  opulence 
thenuselves,  they  could  doom  her  to  earn  a  miserable  siibsistence 
by  a  life  of  shame.     Satisfied  with  their  own  lot,  and  complacent- 
ly surveying  the   comforts  which   surrounded  them,  they  con- 
demned her  to  a  course  of  infamy  in  which  no  enjoyment  could 
be  found  to  cheer  her  path ;  where  every  day  must  jidd  fresh  tor- 
tures to  her  lot,  every  hour  sink  her  yet  lower  in  the  social  scale. 
"Why?     Because  an  indiscretion  or  a  crime — call  it.  which  you 
please — had  made  her  a  fitting  object  for  their  kindness :  because 
her  own  act  had  placed  her  in  a  position  where  she  felt  her  dis- 
grace, and  asked  their  sympathy  and  aid  to  retrace  her  steps. 
Can  there  be  a  more  pitiable  object  than  a  woman  who  has  sacri- 
ficed her  \-irtue  to  the  importunity,  the  entreaties,  or  the  vow?'*'' 
her  lover,  when  .she  reflects  upon  her  conduct?     The  delirium  <^ 
love  is  past,  but  the  overwhelming  sense  of  shame  l«  /Wt;  «** 
feels  th.'it  a  momentary  act  hfis  blasted  her  fiirnn-  lifi-;  sbekoo^ 
that  the  world  will  condemn  her,  and  the  onlv  rrs»vir»T -«*«'^ 
is  an  Jippeal  to  her  parents.     If  they  kindly  r. 
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drunkard,  and  would  not  .siipjxirt  his  children.  I  have  supported 
my  parrnls,  brothers,  mid  sisters  for  the  liu»t  live  years."  This  is 
an  example  of  an  outrageous  social  crime  which  can  not  be  con- 
templated without  horror;  the  parents  of  a  family,  with  their  re- 
maining children,  relying  for  subsistence  upon  the  aid  furnished 
fixjm  the  sinful  earnings  of  the  tirsl-bom !  In  this  inst^uice  the 
economy  of  nature  is  reversed.  The  iilial  atteetion  which  h-ails  a 
child  to  support  her  aged  and  intinu  jwreuts  can  be  understood 
and  appreciated,  but  it  i.s  iin{»ossible  to  reprobate  too  severely  the 
conduct  of  a  man  whose  own  aetion.';  have  reduced  him  Ui  pov- 
erty, and  who  then  encourages  hi.«  daughter  to  lead  a  life  of  pros- 
titution that  he  may  revel  on  money  produced  by  a  course-  <>f 
debauchery  wliieh  he  was  niaialv  iuslnMiiental  in  producing. 

A.  B. :  "  My  lover  sedm-rd  and  diseasi'd  nie  while  I  was  work- 
ing iji  a  factory.  I  went  hoiiu',  and  niy  parents  turned  me  out," 
Neither  loss  of  cliaraeter  nor  jihysieal  sntliring  were  suflicit  nt 
punishment  for  this  poor  girl,  only  eighteen  years  of  age ;  nur 
could  the  probability  of  a  future  moral  life  induce  her  paants  to 
pardon  the  fii-st  offense.  They  had  sent  her  to  work  amid  as.soci- 
ations  which  were  almost  certain  to  cause  her  ruiu,  Tiiis,  of  it- 
self, is  a  sufficient  ground  for  their  condemnation,  for  they  were  in 
comfortable  eireum.stances,  and  eould  not  ]>lead  poverty  as  an  ex- 
cuse; and  when  this  ruin  W!l>  aeecinij)lished,  they  added  to  their 
former  crime  by  refiLsing  a  shelter  to  the  sufferer. 

These  cas(\s  are  takt'u  from  actual  facts.  The  words  included 
in  invert<:'d  eomums  are,  as  nearly  as  possible,  those  used  by  the 
women  wlien  being  questioned.  As  to  the  truth  ><[  the  state- 
ments, we  hesitate  not  to  believe  them  ir/l  to  be  substaiitiallv  cor- 
rect. They  are  not  a  tiflietli  jiait  of  the  instaiic 's  in  wineh  simi- 
lar disclosures  have  been  made,  but  they  are  .sulHcieut  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  argument,  and  to  prove  that  the  assertions  niaile  in  other 
places  rest  upon  a  solid  foundation,  and  are  not  mere  fancies  of  the 
brain.  It  would  certainly  be  much  more  to  the  credit  of  society 
if  their  authenticity  were  not  so  indisputable. 

The  ibregoing  exajuples  strongly  suggest  and  justify  a  farther 
consideration  of  the  duties  of  parents.  While  these  include  the 
obligation  to  furnish  a  child  with  f(X)fl  and  cloiiiing,  they  do  not 
stop  at  that  point.  It  woidil  l)e  erroneous,  indeed,  for  any  father 
to  imagine  he  had  fidtilled  all  the  requirements  of  his  position 
when  he  gave  a  child  enouifb  to  eat  and  to  wear.  He  would  at- 
tend to  the  wi»ut8  cf  liis  cuttle  in  the  same  way,  but  there  is  some- 
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thing  more  to  be  done  in  the  cjisc-  of  his  bhildren.  He  must  so 
treat  them  as  to  induce,  on  their  part,  a  sentiment  of  gratitude. 
Children  are  proverbially  keen-sighted,  and  they  seem  to  have  a 
natural  faculty  f(.>r  logic,  so  far  as  they  themselves  are  concerned. 
They  can  very  soon  discriminate  whether  a  parent  is  doing  bare- 
ly just  as  much  as  the  laws  of  the  country  and  the  voice  of  pub- 
lic opinion  require,  or  whether  be  is  acting  toward  them  with 
true  paternal  affection.  lu  the  former  case  they  Ix'come  selfish, 
and  practice  all  tlieir  little  arts  to  oljtain  jis  many  advantages  that 
the  law  allows  them  as  possible,  williout  entertaining  any  feelings 
of  respect  or  affection  toward  their  parents,  because  they  know 
that  .''uch  obligations  can  not  be  evaded  \vithf>ut  censure.  In  the 
latter  aunc  their  gratitude  and  affliction  forms  a  return  for  the 
kindness  bestowed.  They  immediately  perceive  that  they  are 
loved,  and,  its  a  natural  consetjuenee,  endeavor  to  manifest  love  in 
return,  by  acting  in  a  manner  most  pleasing  to  their  pan-nts.  By 
simply  encouraging  this  .sentiment,  children  can  Ix'  moulded  much 
as  the  father  wishes,  whoiva.-*,  by  destroying  it,  he  loses  one  of  the 
most  effective  aids  to  liis  government.  There  are  so  many  differ- 
ent ways  by  which  this  affection  for  children  can  be  manifested, 
and  they  are  all  so  simple  and  .so  certainly  effective,  that  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  conceive  how  any  man  or  woman  of  the  most 
ordinars'  intelligence  can  ovcrhwk  them. 

In  addition  to  providing  for  the  personal  wants  of  his  family, 
their  education  claims  a  large  portion  of  the  parents'  care.  Not 
only  the  mere  tuition  imparted  in  schools,  but  a  careful  training 
at  home,  as  preliminary  to  their  conflict  with  the  world,  is  re- 
quired. It  is  the  instruction  and  advice  given  in  the  quiet  of  the 
domestic  circle  that  exercises  the  most  powerful  influence,  most 
effectually  shapes  the  destiny  of  the  fiiture  man  or  woman.  No 
person  is  justilied  in  delaying  the  pcrtbrmauce  of  this  duty.  So 
soon  as  a  child  can  talk  and  walk,  so  .s(M>n  is  this  guidance  neces- 
sary. It  would  be  an  inteivsting  and  iniponant  matter  of  investi- 
gation to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  time  of  life  at  which  children 
become  influenced  by  the  temptations  which  surromid  them.  The 
result  would  show  a  much  earlier  agi-  than  is  generally  supposed. 
A  boy,  when  playing  with  his  companions,  overhears  an  improper 
expression  from  one  of  them.  His  mind  retains  it,  and  it  may 
prove  the  genu  from  which  habits  of  profanity  subsequently 
spring.  A  girl  may  notice  an  improper  action,  which  will  rest 
upon  her  memory,  and  produce  sad  fruit  hereafter.     Thus  the  ed- 
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ucation  of  ebildron  tor  lUv  urdiiiury  duties  of  life  can  not  be  com- 
niL-iic<'<l  too  sotiii.  If  delayed,  the  probabilities  are  that,  when  you 
attempt  to  cultivate  the  soil  in  after  years,  you  will  find  it  already 
choked  with  weeds,  which  require  more  time  iind  trouble  to  erad- 
icate than  woukl  the  inculcation  of  proper  principles  in  early  life. 
A  lady  remarked  upon  one  occasion,  in  presenc*  of  an  ejninent 
preaeher,  that  she  thought  children  should  not  be  trained  to  any 
religious  exercises  until  they  had  arrived  at  an  age  when  they 
could  fully  understand  such  subjects.  The  reply  of  the  aged  min- 
ister is  appropriate  to  the  present  subject.  He  said,  "  Madam,  if 
you  do  not  implaut  good  doctrines  in  your  children's  minds  be- 
fore that  time,  the  devil  will  fill  them  with  mischievous  ones." 

A  somewhat  prevalent  error  in  the  training  of  children  must 
not  be  passed  unnoticed,  namely,  excessive  rigidity.  This  prac- 
tice 18  common  in  many  well-meaning  but  unthinking  families 
professing  Christianity.  Every  thing  is  conducted  with  }»s  much 
mathematical  precision  as  if  they  were*  demonstrating  a  problem 
in  Euclid.  Such  a  system  is  open  to  very  grave  objections,  from 
the  numerous  cases  in  which  it  has  proved  prejudicial  to  the 
child's  best  interests.  It  acts  precisely  like  the  spring  ol'a  watch, 
which  you  can  retain  in  a  fixed  position  by  a  mechanical  contriv- 
ance, but  which  resumes  its  ela.sticity  and  power  the  moment  the 
pressure  is  removed.  Children's  raiiifls  are  elastic  also;  you  can 
confine  them  within  any  circle  you  please  by  the  exercise  of  pa- 
rental authority,  but  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  the  end  sought 
to  be  attnined  is  surely  defeated.  Many  justly  blame  this  cause 
for  the  mishaps  of  their  future  lives.  It  presents  virtue  and  relig- 
ion in  a  repulsive  aspect,  picturing  them  only  as  connected  with 
aaceticism,  not  recognizing  the  beauty  and  haj>pincss  which  are 
their  chief  attractions.  Thus  is  engenderetl  in  the  minds  of  chil- 
dren an  intuitive  dislike  for  what  they  are  taught  to  consider  aa  a 
bondage.  It  i.s  not  uncommon  to  hear  men  describe  the  way  in 
which  their  youthful  Sabbaths  were  spent,  and  attribute  to  the 
irksome  monotony  of  that  day's  «3iscipline  their  subsequent  dis- 
taste for  even  a  few  hours'  conlinement  in  church.  This  strict- 
ness, like  ambition,  "  overleaps  itself,"  and  extinguishes  the  spirit 
it  is  designed  to  foster.  The  proper  way  to  educate  children  for 
lives  of  usefiilne.ss,  honor,  and  hnppiness,  the  most  eftective  plan  to 
reach  the  desired  end,  is  to  cultivate  their  aflections  and  reason, 
instead  of  repressing  the  one  and  fettering  the  other  by  stringent 
applications  of  arbitrary  rule. 
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lit'.'  no  mm  or  ■n-nniuii  can  cilueati.'  cLiMreii  |)r<ipi.Tly  unless 
tbeir  pivcepts  an?  confirmed  by  exuniple.  Talk  to  your  son  ua 
long  as  you  please  ujwn  the  advantagi^  of  temperance,  and  then 
let  him  see  you  in  a  state  of  intoxication  the  next  day,  and  all  your 
labor  will  be  fruitless.  Enlarge,  in  the  presence  of  your  daughter, 
upon  the  value  of  integrity,  and  then  allow  her  to  hear  you  utter 
a  falsehood,  and  she  will  contrast  the  theory  and  practice,  and 
conclutk-  that  tl»e  former  is  worthless.  Parents  must  educate 
themselves  before  they  can  hojje  to  instruct  their  children,  and 
must  leail  a  life  in  coiifnnuiiy  with  the  principles  they  teach,  if 
they  expect  any  benclicial  rcsulta  fnnii  their  endeavors. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject  another  matter  may  be 
mentioned,  naincly,  thj  neoe.ssity  of  winning  the  confidence  of 
chililreu.  Tlieir  hearts  pine  for  sympathy.  If  they  are  in  troubU', 
encourage  them  to  reveal  tlieir  perplexities  to  you;  sigh  with 
them  when  they  are  sad,  and  rejoice  with  them  when  they  are 
happy.  A  girl  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  imparting  all  her 
childish  sorrows  to  her  mother,  and  has  there  found  a  heart  which 
would  beat  in  uni.son  with  her  own,  will  not  withhold  her  c<jni3- 
dence  as  she  grows  in  yeare.  Remember  that  children,  while  a 
blessing  to  their  parents,  are  also  a  responsibility.  You  have  the 
power  to  train  them  for  good  or  evil ;  you  can  win  their  trust,  or 
inspire  them  with  distrust;  you  can  make  them  useful  membera 
of  society,  or  render  them  nuisances  to  the  community ;  to  you 
their  destiny  is  contided  to  a  great  extent,  and  from  you  will  bo 
required  an  account  of  the  stewardship. 

The  length  to  which  these  observations  have  been  extendetl 
can  be  justiH  'd  by  the  importiuice  of  the  subject,  and  the  convic- 
tion that  a  more  careful  fullillment  of  parental  duties  would  go 
very  far  toward  diminishing  pi-ostitution.  Evert'  man  must  ad- 
roit it  to  be  his  duty  to  aid  in  effecting  this  desirable  consumma- 
tion ;  and  while  it  would  Ix-  Utopian  to  imagine  that  the  vice  can 
be  eradicated  by  family  influences,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  its  extent  may  Ix;  mau»rially  curtailed. 

Great  as  are  the  duties  and  asponsibilities  of  a  father,  they  are 
equaled  by  those  devolving  upon  a  husband.  He  has  to  provide 
for  the  welfare  of  his  wife  besides  caring  for  the  interests  of  his 
children.  When  he  marries  he  vows  to  remain  faithful  to  the 
woman  of  hus  choice,  to  "love,  honor,  and  cherish  her" so  long  as 
they  both  shall  live.  This  is  an  implied  oath,  if  not  audibly  ex- 
pressed in  all  circumstances,  and  any  violation  of  it  is  neither 
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more  nor  Icim  tbiui  jHMJury.  Of  eniirse,  the  obligation  Ls  ti  mutual 
oue;  the  wile  is  boiiiul  by  tbt-  siiiiie  ties,  and  in  as  stringent  a 
form  as  the  husbmul.  It  can  not  be  said  that  every  cas».-  of  pros- 
titution in  a  inarried  woman  i.s  the  resuh  of  her  husband's  tois- 
I'onduct,  but  it  is  notorious  that  many  women  arif  induced  or  eotn- 
jiclleil  by  such  miscoiiduct  to  abandon  a  Hfe  of  virtue.  All  mar- 
ried jirostitules  can  not  be  exoncrau-d  fnim  the  charge  of  guilt, 
yet  the  facts  which  will  be  hereafter  (jnoted  prove  that  many  were 
driven  to  a  life  of  shame  by  those  who  had  solemnly  sworn  to 
l)rotect  and  cherish  them. 

The  violation  of  any  kno\\Ti  duty  is  a  positive  crime  against  so- 
ciety, but  it  becomes  ujcreased  in  magnitude  when  it  involves 
more  than  one  person  in  the  ofFen.se.  It  is  then  the  cause  of  a 
second  transgression,  and  sophistry  would  vainly  attempt  to  prove 
that  the  man  who  committed  tlie  first  and  caused  the  commission 
of  the  second  ofl'enst^  wa.s  not  morally  responsible  for  both.  De- 
.scending  from  generalities,  it  may  be  truly  asserted  that  the  man 
whose  conduct  to  his  wife  is  such  :is  to  lead  her  to  vicious  prac- 
tices is  guilty  in  both  respects.     Hciv  are  .some  few  cases  in  point. 

C.  C :  '•  My  husband  deserted  me  and  four  children.  I  had  no 
meims  to  live."  In  this  case  the  husband  vii^lated  the  law  of  God 
in  forcibly  rending  the  matrimonial  bond,  and  violated  the  laws 
of  his  country  by  leaving  his  wife  and  children  as  burdens  on  so- 
ciety. For  the  former  of  these  oft'enses  he  mu.st  answer  at  the  bar 
of  Infinite  Justice;  for  the  latter  he  is  liable  to  puni.shment  in  this 
world.  "Then  why  not  punish  him?"  tisks  some  one.  For  the 
very  simple  nvison  iliat  lie  could  not  be  found.  In  this  day  the 
law  does  not  assume  the  latitude  claimed  by  the  Spanish  Inqui- 
sition, and  sentence  a  man  to  punishment  without  giving  him  an 
opportunity  to  jili-ad  his  cause.  A  woman  in  a  state  of  ilrstitu- 
tion,  with  four  hungry  ohihlren  looking  to  her  for  bread,  has  nei- 
ther time  nor  means  to  pursue  a  delinquent  husband.  Her  pres- 
ent necessities  require  her  immediate  attention,  and  so  he  escapes 
the  penalty  the  laws  have  awarded,  and  can  live  (although  it  may 
he  with  an  uneasy  eonseienee)  in  some  <ither  place,  mid  probably 
repeat  there  the  iniquities  he  has.jtracticed  here.  The  cu.stom  of 
<leserting  wives  and  children  would  receive  a  severe  check  wei\* 
It  possible  in  every  instance  to  enforce  the  legal  provisions  re- 
specting abandonment. 

J.  S. :  "  My  husband  committed  adultery.  I  caught  him  with 
another  woman,  and  then  he  left  me."     This  individual's  turpi- 
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TuJi."  was  enhanced  l)y  his  boldness.  He  seems  lu  have  recklessly 
defied  all  conseqiienecs,  to  have  Ix-eu  entirely  callous  to  aiiy  sense 
of  shame,  aud,  when  detected  in  his  adulterous  iuiercouise,  he 
adds  desertion  to  his  offence.  He  regarded  not  the  feelings  ol'  her 
whom  in  early  life  he  had  won  to  his  side  by  vows  of  otiection ; 
he  outraged  the  laws  of  decency,  and  trampled  upon  the  statutes 
of  his  country.  His  wife's  agony  may  be  conceived,  although 
words  would  be  feint  to  express  it,  and  the  mental  sulleriugs  she 
must  have  endured  before  .she  abandoned  herself  to  indiscriminate 
prostitution  as  a  means  of  living  will  not  aggravate  her  offeu.se. 

A.  G. :  "  My  husband  eloped  with  another  woman.  I  support 
the  child."  Here  the  husband  was  morally  as  guilty  as  in  the 
previous  ca.se.  but  without  the  disgusting  bravado  which  charac- 
terized that.  He  had,  however,  another  claim  which  should  have 
seeuj-ed  his  fidelity,  namely,  an  infant  child ;  but  this  tie  was  pow- 
erless to  restrain  him.  Fasciuateil  by  the  charms  of  another,  for- 
getting all  the  rights  of  his  wife,  all  the  obligations  of  paternity, 
and  all  the  requirements  of  morality,  he  biisely  abandoned  those 
dcpeudent  on  him,  and  (!)rced  the  wife,  whose  virtue  he  was  bound 
to  prott^ct,  into  a  career  of  vice  to  support  his  child. 

A.  B. :  "  My  husband  accused  me  of  infidelity,  which  was  not 
true.  I  only  lived  with  hitn  five  months.  I  was  pregnant  by 
him,  and  alYer  my  child  wsis  born  I  went  on  the  town  to  support 
it."  The  first  idea  derived  from  this  statement  would  be  that  five 
months  of  matrimonial  life  had  been  sufficient  to  change  this  hus- 
band from  a  devoted  lover  to  a  revengeful  tyrant,  who  would  not 
scruple  to  resort  to  a  groundless  accusation  to  eflfect  hi.s  purpose. 
In  this  short  space  of  time  he  conveniently  forgot  the  promi.ses  he 
had  made,  repudiatinl  the  bonds  in  which  his  own  act  had  placed 
him,  imd,  to  accomplish  a  separation  from  his  wife,  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  bear  false  witness  against  her,  placing  her  in  a  position 
from  which  she  could  extricate  herself  only  by  performiiig  a  log- 
ical impossibility,  namely,  by  proving  a  negative.  Nor  could  the 
pnibalile  destiny  of  his  unborn  child  influence  his  determination. 
It  mattered  not  to  him  whether  tlie  infant  first  saw  the  light  in  a 
den  of  infamy,  nor  whether  his  uukindness  killed  it  before  it  was 
born,  so  that  he  could  desert  his  wife.  Neither  did  it  make  any 
difference  to  him  wliether  she  starved  to  death  or  maintained  her 
existence  by  the  most  loathsome  means.  He  wjus  satiated  with 
possession,  and  neither  the  voice  of  nature  nor  the  dictates  of  con- 
science could  arrest  his  purjwse.     The  result  was  precisely  what 
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might  have  been  expected :  she  became  a  prostitute  rather  than 
starve  and  let  her  child  starve. 

R.  B. :  "  My  husband  brought  me  here  (a  house  of  ill  fame).  I 
did  not  know  what  kind  of  a  place  it  was.  He  lives  with  me,  and 
I  follow  prostitution."  Another  variety  of  unnatural  conduct. 
The  wife  in  this  case  was  a  very  gootl-lookiug  young  woman,  not 
exceeding  eighteen  years  of  age ;  the  husband  held  a  respectable 
and  well-paid  employment,  and  was  in  possession  of  ample  means 
to  support  her.  By  false  representations  he  induced  her,  within 
three  months  after  raarriiige,  to  board  in  a  fashionable  house  of 
prostitution.  She  soon  discovered  its  character,  but  eventually 
succumbed  to  his  ordere,  and  became  guilty.  He  resides  with  her, 
and  is  supported  by  her.  What  language  can  be  used  adequately 
to  denounce  such  u  cold-blooded  piece  of  treachery  on  the  part  of 
a  wretch  claiming  to  be  human  ? 

L.  W. :  "  I  came  to  this  city,  from  Illinois,  with  my  husband. 
When  we  got  hen;  he  deserted  me.  I  have  two  children  depen- 
dent on  me."  This  man  brought  his  wife  from  a  distant  state  to 
a  strange  city,  where  she  hud  no  friends  nor  relatives  to  advise  and 
assist  her,  and  there  abandoned  her,  with  two  helpless  children,  to 
the  mercy  of  the  world.  Had  he  left  her  where  she  had  been  liv- 
ing previously,  it  is  possible  she  might  have  found  sufficient 
friends  to  assist  her  until  she  was  able  to  support  herself;  but 
with  a  rt?finemcnt  of  cruelty  he  tran.sferred  her  to  a  place  where 
she  was  unknown,  and  then  effected  his  escape.  The  entire  cir- 
cumstances favor  the  supposed  existence  of  a  determination  to 
abandon  her  as  s<K)n  as  they  arrived  in  New  York,  where  he  could 
act  thus  with  more  safety  than  in  her  native  place. 

C.  H. :  "  I  was  married  when  I  was  seventeen  years  old,  and 
have  had  tliree  children.  The  two  boys  are  living  now ;  the  girl 
is  dead.  My  oldest  boy  is  nearly  five  years  old,  and  the  other 
one  is  eighteen  months.  My  husband  is  a  sailor.  We  lived  very 
comfortably  till  my  la.'^t  eliild  was  bora,  and  then  he  Ijegan  to 
drink  very  hard,  and  did  not  support  me,  and  I  have  not  seen  him 
or  heard  an}-  thing  about  him  for  six  months.  After  he  left  me  I 
tried  to  keej)  my  children  by  washing  or  going  out  to  day's  work, 
but  I  could  not  earn  enougla.  I  never  could  earn  more  than  two 
or  three  dollars  a  week  when  I  had  work,  which  was  not  always. 
^ly  father  and  mother  died  when  I  was  a  child.  I  had  noltody  to 
help  me,  and  could  not  support  my  children,  so  I  came  to  this 
place.     My  boys  arc  now  living  in  the  city,  and  T  support  them 


I 


NEW  YORK. 


509 


with  what  I  earn  by  prostitution.  It  was  only  to  keep  them  that 
I  came  here."  These  were  the  words  used  by  an  honest,  sorrow- 
ful looking  woman  encountered,  in  the  course  of  this  investiga- 
tion, in  the  tburth  police  di.strict  of  the  city.  No  reasonable  doubt 
can  be  entertaint'd  of  the  truth  of  the  story ;  the  manner  in  which 
she  told  it  plainly  indicated  that  she  was  narrating  facts.  Some 
inquiries  were  made  re.sfKJcting  her  of  the  keeper  of  the  house, 
and  he  (for  it  was  a  man)  stated  that  he  knew  her  story  to  be  cor- 
rect. H"'  had  at  first  cinployud  her  as  a  servant  because  he  wish- 
ed to  help  her,  but  the  wages  he  could  pay  were  insufficient  to 
support  her  childn-n.  and  she  eventually  prostituted  herself  be- 
cause she  coukl  earn  more  at  this  horrible  calling,  and  was  thus 
enabled  to  discharge  her  maternal  duty.  But  at  what  a  sacrifice 
was  this  obtained!  In  order  to  feed  her  helpless  offspring  .she 
was  forced  to  yield  her  honor;  to  prevent  them  suffering  from 
the  pains  of  hunger,  she  voluntarily  chose  to  endure  the  pangs  of 
a  guilty  conscience;  to  prolong  their  lives  shi-  periled  her  own. 
And  at  the  time  when  this  alternative  was  forced  upon  her,  the 
husband  was  lavishing  his  money  for  intoxicating  liquor.  If  she 
sinned — and  this  fact  can  not  be  denied,  however  charity  may 
view  it — it  was  the  nou-performuiice  of  his  duty  that  urged,  nay, 
positively  forced  her  to  sin.  She  must  endure  the  punishment 
of  her  offenses,  but,  after  reading  her  simple,  heart-rending  state- 
ment, let  casuists  decide  what  anion tU  of  condeniuation  will  rest 
upon  the  man  whose  desertion  compelled  her  to  violate  the  law 
of  chastitv'  in  order  to  support  his  children. 

E.  W. :  "  My  hu.sband  had  another  wife  when  I  married  him. 
I  left  him  when  I  found  this  out.  I  was  pregnant  by  him,  and 
had  no  other  way  to  live  than  by  prostitution."  In  jxiint  of  law, 
this  is  not  a  married- woman,  the  exi.^tenee  of  the  former  wife 
rendering  the  second  union  invalid ;  but  this  is  no  excu.se  for  the 
man's  conduct ;  in  fact,  it  mat^'rially  aggravates  his  guilt.  In  the 
fii-st  place,  he  deserts  a  wouiaii  whom  he  was  legally  bound  to 
support,  leaving  her  to  battle  her  way  through  life,  to  resist  the 
temptations  which  would  be  sure  to  as-sail  her,  careless  whether 
she  lived  or  died,  and  heedless  whether  she  retained  her  charac- 
ter or  sank  into  vice ;  and  then,  with  the  greatest  nonchalance, 
goes  through  the  ceremony  of  marriage  with  another  woman.  It 
is  easy  to  imagine  the  feelings  of  the  latter  when  .•iln"  discovered 
the  fraud  which  had  been  practiced  to  secure  ht-r  hand,  and  the 
indignation  which  can.sed  her  to  leave  him  iiiiiiu'tliatfly,  iiotwith- 
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stitniling  her  condition;  nor  will  it  n^quire  much  stretch  of  fancy 
to  picture  the  niental  sufl'ering  .<he  endured,  her  agony  during  the 
hour  of  nature's  trial,  before  she  consented  to  earn  a  precarious 
living  afl  a  prostitute.  Suih  cases  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  and 
even  the  prohiiV>ility  of  a  eriniinii]  indictTnent  is  insufficient  to  de- 
ter tfonif  men.  No  punishment  cuuld  be  too  severe  for  such  of- 
fenses, even  considering  them  without  any  reference  to  this  par- 
ticular instance,  because  ihvy  jiervert  om^  of  our  most  solemn 
contracts,  and  destroy  all  couiidenee  in  the  security  of  the  mar- 
riage tie. 

C.  H. :  "  My  husband  wa."?  a  drunkard,  and  beat  me."  TTow 
much  of  misery  imd  crime  is  contained  in  these  few  words !  Ei- 
ther of  the  vices  practiced  by  this  fellow  is  enough  to  make  a 
woiiiiin  wn-tched ;  the  combination  is  siiflfieient  to  drive  her  mad. 
She  would  doubtless  sit  and  jxjnder  during  the  long  and  weary 
night  hours  when  he  was  carousing  with  his  drunken  eompan- 
ion.s,  and  would  contrast  her  present  wreteheil  state  with  the 
happiness  of  early  days.  Her  thoughts  would  revert  to  the  time 
he  won  lier  love,  to  the  day  on  which  he  brought  her  to  his  home 
a  bri<le,  and  then  she  would  east  her  <'yes  nronnd  tlie  room,  now 
robbed  of  ahnast  every  thing  portable  to  supply  his  in.«ane  appe- 
tite for  liquor,  and  a  heavy  sigh  would  burst  from  her  heart 
But  still  she  would  eontiiuie  her  sad  reminiscence.s,  and  think  of 
the  kindness  he  displayed  then,  and  of  his  brutal  iL-rocity  now — 
wouH  remember  his  considerate  tenderness  and  compare  it  with 
his  iimniae  fury.  And  then  something  would  whi.sper  to  her, 
"Why  do  you  endure  it?"  and  her  woman's  nature  would  be 
aroused,  resistance  would  take  the  place  of  submis-ion,  and  she 
would  leave  her  home  and  him  who  had  desecrated  it,  and  immo- 
late lierself  upon  the  altar  of  \nce,  a  victim  to  her  husband's 
drunkenness  and  cruelty. 

C.  N. :  "My  husband  left  me  bi'cause  I  was  sickly  and  could 
not  do  hard  work."  This  woman's  husband  may  be  pictured  aa 
a  lazy,  worthless  fellow ;  probably  one  who  married  not  to  secure 
a  helpmate  and  a  j>artner,  but  to  obtain  a  slave.  Her  health 
would  not  allow  her  to  perform  as  nmch  dnidgery  as  he  expect- 
ed :  the  speculation  did  not  turn  out  as  well  as  he  had  anticipated, 
and  he  left  her  destitute,  to  8tar\'e  or  sin,  as  she  thonght  fit. 

P.  T. :  "  My  husband  was  intemperate,  and  turiied  out  to  be  a 
thief  He  was  .sent  to  prison."  Still  another  victim  of  a  drunk- 
en httsbiind.  })i't  li    earried  his  vicious  habits  to  a  point  where  the 
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laws  of  bis  country  would  reach  him.  Had  he  merely  deserted 
bis  wile,  nobixly  would  have  thought  it  his  business  to  arrest  biin, 
but  he  stolf  some  person's  property,  and  all  the  enginery  of  the 
law  was  forthwith  arrayed  against  him.  In  the  one  instance,  his 
conduct  cuiuk-nuis  his  wife  to  shame  in  this  world  ami  perhaps 
perdition  in  tiif  iifXt,  and  the  gooil-tem^)ereil  public  looks  tpiictly 
on  and  says  nothing.  In  the  other  cuse,  he  defrautls  his  m-ighlwr 
of  some  dollars  and  cents,  and  the  indignant  community  demands 
his  condign  ptinisliineiit!  What  conclusion  can  l)e  drawn  from 
these  facts?  Honor,  character,  and  life  are  ruined,  and  the  of- 
feiidt-r  escapes:  money  is  .stolen^  ami  he  is  punished!  Is  money 
uion-  valuable  than  the  character  and  life  of  woman  '! 

It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  that  when  the  care  of  a  child 
is  assumed  by  it»  relatives,  the  parental  obligations  also  devolve, 
upon  them ;  nor  can  there  l>e  any  dittereiicc  of  opinion  as  to  the 
duty  of  relations  to  assi.st,  to  the  utmost  of  their  jjower,  any  child- 
ren whom  death  or  other  circumstances  may  have  deprived  of 
their  natural  protectors.  Were  tiot  these  principles  generally  rec- 
ognized, all  large  cities  would  be  crowded  with  destitute  orphans. 
The  benelieial  results  often  arising  from  such  guardian.ships  argue 
very  strongly  in  their  favor;  Viut  still  the  imjx'rative  duty  is  fre- 
quently evaded,  or  acknowletiged  and  made  the  opportunity  for 
an  exhibition  of  tyranny  which  naturally  t<^'itds  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  vice.     Take  the  following  cases  in  illustration: 

J.  F. :  "I  support  my  aunt."  In  this  case  the  duties  of  the 
aunt  were  not  merely  evaded,  but  she  adds  to  her  neglect  a  posi- 
tive approval  of  the  girl's  abandoned  life,  by  voluntarily  receiv- 
ing a  portion  of  her  earnings.  What  species  of  education  she  be- 
stowed u])on  her  niece  may  be  inferred  from  its  results.  Such  dis- 
closures are  almost  l<xj  disgu.sling  U>  be  critici.sed. 

S.  B. :  "  My  parents  were  dea<l.  I  came  to  this  country  with  an 
uncle  and  aunt,  who  ill-us<.'<l  me  from  the  time  I  lande<l  till  I  ran 
away.''  The  death  of  her  jiari'Uts  should  have  be<'n  a  passjMiit  to 
the  idfection  of  the  relatives  to  whose  charge  she  was  intrusted, 
but,  instead  of  prmlneing  .such  an  effect,  they  brought  her  to  a 
strange  land,  and  practiced  a  succession  of  enielties,  until  she 
could  endure  them  no  hmger.  It  is  more  than  pmbable  tliat  this 
w.as  a  plan  intendcil  to  ibive  her  from  their  home.  They  neither 
acknowledged  their  duty  to  supply  the  places  of  the  father  and 
mother  she  hat!  lost,  nor  did  they  recognize  the  force  of  relation- 
ship, which,  at  least,  should  have  j)rotix;ted  her  from  positive  un- 
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kindnt-as.  Nor  did  they  possess  any  of  those  feelings  of  sympathy 
which  every  well-disposed  person  must  entertain  toward  an  or- 
phan. They  could  not  have  beeu  unaware  of  the  probability  of 
her  falling  into  bad  company  and  vicious  habits  if  she  left  their 
care,  but  no  regard  for  her  hapjnness  or  ebaracter  seems  to  have 
entered  into  their  calculations,  which  may  have  been  somewhat  in 
this  form :  She  is  an  expense  to  us,  so  we  will  contrive  to  drive 
her  away ;  if  she  can  make  her  living  honestly,  so  much  the  bet- 
ter ;  if  she  tunis  out  a  pr<jstitute,  that  is  her  own  concern.  It  was 
not  solely  *'  her  own  concert}"  but  it  involved  them  also  in  its  con- 
sequences, through  their  agency  in  its  accomplishment,  and,  mor- 
ally speaking,  they  are  us  liable  for  her  ruin  as  if  they  had  actu- 
ally, and  not  indirectly,  caused  it. 

The  following  cases  closely  resemble  each  other,  and  are  pre- 
sented m  cuiijunction : 

A.  D. :  "  My  parents  were  dead.  I  lived  with  my  uncle,  who 
treated  nic  very  unkindly." 

L.  S. :  "  My  parent.s  died  when  I  was  young.  I  lived  with  an 
uncle  and  aunt,  who  used  me  ill."  The  deprivation  of  each  of 
these  unfortunate  women  in  the  death  of  their  parents,  a  loss  al- 
most inealculiibJe  in  its  results,  place<l  them  under  the  guardian- 
ship of  those  who  alike  neglected  their  duties  and  rendered  the 
tnist  a  medium  for  unkindncsa  to  the  orphans.  It  seems  ,<urpri8- 
ing  that  the  memory  of  a  clec-citsed  brother  or  sister  can  rmt  secure 
even  ordinary  care  for  their  children.  It  can  not  be  expected  that 
the  surviving  relatives  would  exhibit  the  same  amount  of  affection 
as  would  have  been  sht>wn  by  the  parents,  but  disippointment  must 
be  experienced  if  they  make  no  pretensi(ms  to  kindness.  The  dic- 
tates of  nature  are  violated  when  harshness  takes  the  place  of  sym- 
pathy, tuid  destitution  is  considered  a  sufficient  warmnt  for  delib- 
erate and  continuous  ill-treatment.  Such  cxmduct  rendci's  a  girl 
reckless  and  misanthropic,  and  will  drive  her  to  seek,  in  nnhallow- 
ed  love,  the  aifection  her  guardians  iiave  refused. 

L.  M. :  "I  was  taken  by  my  sister-in-law  to  a  house  of  prostitu- 
tion, and  there  violated."  It  is  not  often  .such  a  case  of  barbarity 
is  found  in  civilized  life,  nor  indeed  in  less  polished  communities, 
as  this  forcible  violation  of  a  young  girl  through  the  aid  and  con- 
nivance of  her  sister-in-law.  The  mind  re<'oils,  with  disgust,  from 
the  instances  of  rape  sr)  frequently  ooeurring,  liut  this  ease  is  so 
peculiarly  aggravated  that  it  can  not  be  contemplated  without  a 
feeling-  :^f  shame  for  the  depriivifv  i>f  liuman  nature.     In  the  one 
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case,  the  brutal  passions  of  a  man  are  displayed  in  a  brutal  man- 
ner ;  in  thf  ntlier,  tlif  same  cause  exists  to  a  similar  extent,  coupled 
with  the  blackest  jiertidy  of  a  female  relative.  To  such  a  shame- 
less violation  of  the  laws  of  consanguinity,  such  an  outrageous  con- 
spiracy between  a  vile  man  and  a  monster  of  a  woman,  the  sister 
must  have  been  induced  to  lend  her  aid  by  some  means  best  known 
to  herself.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  imagine  she  possessed  a  single 
spark  of  virt.xie;  on  the  contrary,  she  must  have  sunk,  long  before 
this  occurrence,  to  the  lowest  depths  of  vice,  or  she  never  would 
have  been  an  instrument  in  such  an  infernal  scheme.  The  con- 
sideration she  received  is,  of  course,  known  c)nly  to  the  parties 
themselves,  but  it  would  give  a  iartber  insight  to  her  character  if 
the  reader  could  be  informed  of  the  estimate  set  by  a  sister-in-law 
upon  an  orphan's  virtue.  The  result  of  the  outrage  is,  no  doubt, 
exactly  what  the  criminals  anticipated.  The  victim  knew  that 
her  character  was  ruined,  that  slie  had  no  alternative  but  prostitu- 
tion, .'111(1.  while  the  guilty  pair  who  literally  forced  her  to  sin  can 
ctHigratulate  each  oth.-r  on  the  succ<'ss  of  their  machinations,  she 
must  endure  the  penalty  in  a  life  of  crime  and  misery. 

G.  H. :  "I  was  detected  and  exposed  by  ray  brother."  This 
girl,  who  had  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  a  man  whom  "she  loved, 
not  wisely,  but  too  well,"  may  assign  her  subsequent  career  of  vice 
to  the  criiidncf  of  iier  brother.  He  must  have  been  sadly  deficient 
in  all  kindly  ft'eling  thus  \a  jiarude  his  sister's  dishonor,  and  also 
possessed  of  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  human  nature,  or  a  large 
amount  of  malevolence.  It  can  .scarcely  lie  imagined  that  he  act- 
ed from  ignorance,  aa  he  must  have  been  certain  that  such  an  ex- 
posure would  most  probably  induce  his  sister  to  continue  an  in- 
tercoursi-  which  was  pidilicly  knowni,  and  therefore  could  not  aug- 
ment her  disgrace ;  nor  can  it  be  conceivi'd  that  a  malicious  desire 
to  blast  her  character  governed  his  conduct.  But,  whatever  his 
motive,  tlu'  n-sult  was  the  same.  She  was  forced  to  a  life  of  pro.s- 
titution,  from  which  she  might  have  I)een  rescued  had  kind  and  af- 
fectionate means  been  employed,  instead  of  the  cruel  and  heedless 
course  which  was  ado[ited. 

C.  \V.:  "My  parentj*  died  when  I  was  young.  I  was  brought 
up  by  relatives  who  went  to  California  when  I  was  sixti-in  years 
old,  aiid  left  me  destitute.  I  had  no  trade."  There  is  no  allega- 
tion that  this  girl's  relatives  used  her  unkindly  during  the  time  she 
lived  with  them,  but  they  deserted  her,  in  a  helpless  condition,  at 
the  very  time  when  she  most  needed  their  guardijuiship.     They 
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could  not  have  been  ignorant  oi  iLe  many  temptations  ti>  which  a 
young  woman,  without  jirotectoi's  or  means  of  liveUhood,  is  ex- 
posed in  New  York,  and  \'et  the}'  removed  to  a  distance,  and  hift 
her  to  meet  these  trials  alnue.  A  girl  whom  they  had  reared  from 
infancy,  and  for  whom  thoy  must  have  entertained  considerable 
atl'ection,  they  tamely'  abandoned  to  an  almost  certain  fate  far 
worse  than  death.  To  say  the  least,  it  was  a  most  iuconsideratf 
step,  and  has  resulted  very  disastrously. 

E.  R. .  "  My  husband  deserted  me  to  live  with  another  woman ; 
my  paivnts  were  deatl ;  1  went  to  my  brother's  house,  and  he 
turned  me  out."  Fraternal  uakiuduess  farther  exemplified !  An 
orjihun  sister,  deserted  by  her  husband,  asked  from  her  brother  the 
shelter  of  his  roof,  and  he  drove  her  from  the  house !  Such  con- 
duet  would  have  been  barbarous  if  even  a  stranger  had  made  the 
appeal ;  in  the  present  instance,  it  exhibits  a  cruelty  which  can 
not  be  too  severely  reprobated. 

C.  B. :  "  My  parents  were  dead.  I  was  out  of  place.  I  had  no 
relations  but  an  uncle,  who  would  not  give  me  any  shelter  unless 
I  paid  him  for  it.  I  went  on  the  town  to  get  money  to  pay  for 
my  lodgings."  This  uncle's  name  ought  to  be  handed  down  to 
jK>sterity  as  a  synonym  of  Inud-hearted  selfishneas,  and  as  indi- 
cating another  manner  in  which  money  can  be  made.  His  miser- 
ly propensities  must  have  been  very  strongly  developed  when  he 
refused  a  shelter  to  his  destitute  niece  unless  she  paid  for  it.  It 
certainly  did  not  matter  to  him  how  or  where  she  obtained  the 
means,  and  doubtless  his  equanimity  was  not  disturbed  when  he 
ascertained  that  the  money  she  paid  him  was  the  price  of  her 
shame.  The  coin  was  as  bright  in  his  hand,  as  useful  to  hini  to 
hoard  or  to  spend,  as  if  it  had  been  her  honest  earning.  Probably 
he  would  have  been  excessively  annoyed  (it  is  the  characteristic 
of  such  men)  if  any  plain-spoken  person  bad  told  him  that  he  was 
the  means  of  making  this  girl  a  prostitute;  but  can  it  be  denied 
that  such  was  the  fact,  when  he  received  some  portion  of  the 
money  earned  by  his  niece's  prostitution  before  he  would  allow 
her  to  sleep  in  his  house? 

Ij.  S.  :  "  My  sister  ill-treated  me  because  I  had  no  work."  Here 
a  sister  seems  to  have  regarded  money  as  the  chief  good.  The 
applicant  was  out  of  employment,  in  itself  enough  to  enlist  one's 
sympathies ;  she  was  in  want,  which  should  have  been  an  ad- 
ditional reason  for  kindness ;  and  yet,  for  these  causes,  a  sister  ill- 
treated  her. 
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In  thus  endoavoring  to  show  the  sevi-nil  duties  of  pare i its,  hus- 
bands, and  n'hitivos  to  those  dependent  femaira  who  are  liabli'  to 
Ix-  exposed  at  any  nionniil  to  ti-niptations  K-ading  from  the  jiatli 
of  virfup,  cjtses  liave  b<'en  i-xhibitvd  in  which  a  dej)artiire  from 
the  univorsjilly  rccojmized  obligation.s  of  these  classes  has  added 
recniil.s  to  tiie  ranks  of  prostitution.  In  these  remarks,  the  i-n- 
deavor  has  been  to  advance  nothing  resting  ou  a  theoi^- ;  to  ad- 
vocate nothing  unless  sui>port<'d  by  facts  or  aeknowledge<l  by 
conmiou  sens;-;  to  exonerate  no  one  from  blame  when  circum- 
stances demand;  d  a  censure,  and  to  condemn  none  in  favor  of 
whom  there  eouM  Ix-  an  existing  doubt. 

The  recorded  extracts,  giving  an  insight  beyond  the  scene  of 
public  view,  exhibiting  the  secret  niachinerj'  of  the  family  circle, 
can  not  be  contemplated  withont  a  mingled  feeling  of  sorrow  an<l 
shame.  Sorrow,  that  so  many  femak's  who  might  have  been  n.<- 
ful  members  of  8(v;iety  have  been  forw-*!  into  the  ranks  of  sin ; 
and  .shame,  that  the  instruments  in  these  proceedings  were  those 
who  should  have  exerted  every  j:>ower  to  j>revent  such  a  result. 

Cases  have  now  been  presented  to  the  reader  where  a  sorrow- 
ing, heart-broken  girl  has  been  denied  the  opportunity  of  ivjvnt- 
anee,  and  driven  fiom  a  father's  borne;  where  another  has  l>een 
expelled  from  the  family  circle  because  she  would  not  consent  to 
an  ill-ius-soitcd  marriage ;  where  stepfathers  and  stepmothers  have 
\aolated  thvir  duties,  and  despised  the  obligations  they  had  volun- 
tarily assumed;  where  a  mother's  ill-treatment  hsui  driven  her 
daughter  to  ruin ;  where  parents  wen.-  living  and  reveling  upon 
the  wages  of  their  children's  dishonor;  where  false  accusiitions 
and  imkind  treatment  wen.'  resorted  to,  and,  from  their  natural 
effects,  dnjve  a  girl  from  liotuc  and  virtue;  where  drunkenness 
and  deV)auehery  made  lujme  a  hell  upon  earth;  where  parents  in 
affluent  circumstinces  have  driven  a  child  from  their  home ;  where 
prostitution  was  willingly  embraced  as  an  escaptj  from  parental 
tyranny. 

Again:  Instances  have  been  eit<^d  where  husbands  have  de- 
serted their  wives  and  ehildn.-n;  where  the  marital  vow  lias  been 
broken  in  the  most  glaring  manner,  and  the  crime  followed  Ijy 
deliberate  abandonment;  where  the  wife's  affections  liave  been 
slighted,  and  lier  lovi-  relinquished  for  the  piurchased  caresses  of 
aJiolher  woman;  wiiere  a  charge  of  infidelity  has  been  made 
against  a  wife  without  cause;  where  a  husband  has  deliberately 
brought  his  wife  to  a  hou.se  of  prostitution,  and  is  now  leading  an 
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idli-,  worthless  life  upon  ber  earumgs;  where  another  huabaiitl 
brought  his  wife  to  u  strange  city  in  order  to  desert  her  and  her 
children ;  where  the  solemn  contract  of  marriage  has  been  per- 
verteil ;  where  a  drunken  hiislmnd  hua  raised  his  hand  ajfainst 
the  woman  he  hud  .sworn  to  protect ;  where  a  wife's  sickness  and 
incapacity  for  labor  was  made  a  reason  for  her  husband's  deser- 
tion ;  where  a  man's  insane  thirst  for  intoxicating  liquor  has 
forced  a  woman  to  prostitution  for  a  maintenance;  where  the 
husVvand  has  been  comuiitte<l  to  prison  for  theft. 

Further:  Csuses  have  b<*en  g^ven  where  an  aunt  lives  ufwn  the 
proceeds  of  a  niece's  prostitution  ;  where  nncles  and  aunts  have 
systematically  ill-used  their  t>rphan  relatives;  where  a  sister-in- 
law  procured  and  assisted  at  the  violation  of  a  child ;  where  a 
brother's  unkindncss  forced  his  sisU-r  to  continue  a  lile  of  shame; 
where  relatives  to  whom  an  orphan  child  was  intruste<l  abjuidoned 
her  when  slie  most  needed  their  care ;  where  a  brother  refused  an 
asylum  to  a  deseited  and  suffering  sister;  where  an  uncle  forced 
a  girl  to  prostitute  hereelf  for  money  to  pay  him  for  her  lodgings. 

As  already  slotted,  these  cii.ses  are  all  facts,  collected  in  the 
course  of  this  investigation,  and  are  beheved  to  be  substantially 
correct.  With  such  disclosures  as  these,  can  any  one  be  sur- 
pri.sed  at  the  continued  spread  of  prostitution?  The  family  cir- 
cle is  one  of  the  s«jurcc8  whence  it  emanates;  so  is  tiie  matrimo- 
nial bond ;  and  so  are  the  different  branches  of  consanguinity. 
When  fathers,  husbands,  and  relatives  thus  forget  their  duties, 
and  lentl  their  influence  to  .swell  the  tide  of  vice,  it  is  no  matter 
of  surprise  that  strangers  should  be  found  ready  and  eager  to 
contribute  their  share  to  the  j>(>lhued  current. 

But  the  evil  is  not  incurable,  if  public  opinion  can  be  enlisted 
on  the  side  of  public  morals,  and  parents  arc  satisfietl,  by  unmis- 
takable demonstrations,  that  the  voice  of  an  indignant  jteople  will 
be  raised  against  them  if  practices  similiir  to  those  narrated  con- 
tinue to  occur.  Husbands,  too,  must  be  convinced  that  any  in- 
fraction of  their  marriage  vows  will  expose  them  to  popular 
odium ;  and  if  they  have  contracted  an  ill-assorted,  hasty  alli- 
anc«,  the  resjionsibility  nmst  be  borne  by  themselves.  The  con- 
tracts they  voluntiirily  made  must  be  fulfilled.  Relatives  also 
must  be  warned  that  the  performance  of  their  duties  will  be  rig- 
idly requiiTii.  There  is  no  deficiency  of  legi.slation  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  all  that  is  wanted  is  determination  to  enforce  existing  laws ; 
and  when  this  is  done,  some  of  the  main  causes  of  prostitution 
will  be  removed. 


NEW  TORK. 


517 


To  resume  the  analysis  of  the  table  of  replies:  Seventy -one 
women  were  persuatled  bv  prostitutes  to  embrace  u  life  of  de- 
pravity. One  <»f  the  most  eommou  mcxies  by  which  this  end  is 
accomplished  is  to  inveigle  a  girl  into  some  house  of  prostitution 
as  a  servant,  and  this  is  frequently  done  through  the  medium  of 
an  intelligence  office. 

Mo.st  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  are  ae<juainted  with  the 
arranjremenfs  and  routine  of  business  in  tliosi'  offices,  but  they 
may  be  de3cril)etl  ius  a  matter  of  information  to  othei-s.  Imaguie 
a  large  nx>m,  generally  a  basement,  in  some  leading  thoroughfan.*. 
lJ|K>n  entering  from  the  stre«t  you  will  observe  tw<Ml(Kirs,  marked 
re-six-ctively  '•  Entk.\xce  for  Emi'Lovcius"  :inil  "  Enti{.\nc:k  for 
SEKV.tNT9."  Passing  through  the  first,  you  approach  a  desk, 
where  the  piv>priet<»r  or  his  clerk  is  seated  with  his  register  books 
before  him.  Ydu  make  known  your  wish  to  engage  a  servant, 
specifying  her  duties  and  the  wages  you  are  willing  to  pay. 
This  is  registered  with  your  name  and  addre.ss,  the  fee  is  paid, 
and  you  an-  invited  to  walk  int*.i  the  other  department,  and  ascer- 
tain whether  any  of  the  throng  who  are  waiting  tliere  will  suit 
your  [lUrjMise.  If  successful  in  the  search,  it  is  merely  necessary 
U)  infona  the  l"H)k-kccj>er  that  you  are  suited,  and  U>  iiiko  your 
servant  home  witli  you;  Imt  if  you  do  not  8uc«eeii,  a  woman  will 
bi'  sent  to  the  rt-gistercd  address,  and  tlie  office-keeper  will  con- 
tinue to  send  until  you  an-  sjitisfied. 

Servants  who  wisli  to  obtain  situations  register  their  wants  and 
]>;iy  n  fee.  If  there  are  no  places  likely  t*>  suit  them  on  the  list 
of  employers,  they  have  pennission  to  remain  in  the  waiting-rootu 
until  nn  applic«nt  appeal's.  In  these  waiting-rooms  may  be  found 
a  crowd  of  exjH-ctiuits  varying  from  twenty  to  one  hundred,  ac- 
cording to  the  liusiness  transacted  by  the  office. 

In  theory  tiiis  arrangement  is  a  veiy  goo<^l  one;  in  practice  it 
IS  tre<|ticnt!y  al)use<l.  A  respectable  hou.'^ekceper  who  wishes  to 
engage  a  servant  will  find  but  iit'ie  trouhle  in  doing  .so,  and  any 
piTSon  wishing  to  make  the  office  a  me<lium  for  securing  females 
for  iniproper  purpo.ses  will  seliloui  be  dis;i|ipitinii'il.  It  is  nin'ly 
that  the  proprietors  notice  the  arrangements  made ;  they  merely 
ju:t  as  brokers,  and  make  known  the  wants  of  each  party,  and  do 
not  interfere  with  the  character  of  either  unless  it  is  .so  notoriou.s- 
]y  bad  us  to  force  them  to  notice  it  for  their  own  -sjike.  So  long 
as  the  employer  and  servant  agree,  the  office-keeper  is  contented. 

The  following  facts  illu.strat4'  the  manner  in  which  young  worn- 
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en  are  sometimes  entrapped.     A  respectalily -dressed  num   wmt 
into  an  intelligence  office,  and  represented  liimsolf  as  a  storekeeper 
residing  some  twenty  miles  from  New  York.     He  wished  to  hire 
a  girl  as  seamstress  and  chambermaid,  who  must  go  hnme  witb 
him  the  same  alteniodii.     Glancing  arnuud  the  waitiiig-runm,  he 
^Oon  saw  one  ol'  suiUciently  attractive  appearance,  to  whom  lie 
made  tiie  proposition.     The  wages  hi-  ottered  were  lilx-ral,  the 
work  was  describetl  as  light,  and  the  woman  made  an  arrange- 
ment to  accompany  him  Ibrthwith.     lie  told  her  that  he  had  a 
little  business  to  tnmsjict  before  he  could  leave  the  city,  but  that 
she  coidd  wait  for  him  at  his  sister's  until  the  cars  were  n-ady  to 
start,     She  had  but  slight  knowledge  of  the  t<-mptations  of  New 
York,  and  went  with  him  to  a  brothel,  the  keeper  of  which  he 
stated  to  be  his  sister.    Here  she  remniued  for  some  houre  waiting 
his  return.     The  "sister"  expressed  her  surprise  at  his  absence, 
but  concluded  that  his  business  had  «letained  him,  and,  with  appa- 
rently a  kindly  feeling,  told  llie  girl  that  .she  would  be  welcome 
to  sleep  there  that  night.    Her  suspicions  were  hilled  by  the  seem- 
ing respectability  of  the  persfjus,  and  she  remained.     In  the  course 
of  the  evening  the  character  of  the  house  becfime  evident,  and 
then  the  pniprietress  ofFen^d  to  engage  her  as  a  servant,  solemidj 
promi.siiig  that  she  should  not  be  e.xpjsed  to  any  insult.     Almost 
a  totid  stranger  in  the  city,  and  destitute  of  money,  she  consented, 
A  very  few  days  in  such  a  hot-bed  of  vice  was  sufficieiu  to  deaden 
her  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  within  a  fortnight  she  wtu*  en- 
rolled as  a  prostitute. 

Keejjers  of  houses  sometimes  visit  these  offices  them.<elve.s  but 
generally  some  unknown  agent  is  employed,  or,  at  times,  one  of 
the  prostitute.^  is  plainly  dressed,  and  sent  to  register  her  name  as 
wishing  a  situation,  so  as  to  be  able  to  obtain  admis.sion  to  the 
waitiiig-rof>m.  There  she  enters  into  conversation  with  the  other 
■women,  whom  she  uses  all  the  art  she  possesses  to  induce  to  visit 
her  employer,  and  very  frequently  with  the  same  n-sult  as  in  the 
case  just  narnited. 

There  exists  among  many  prostitutes  a  fiendish  desire  to  reduce 
the  virtuous  of  their  own  sex  to  a  similar  degradation  with  them- 
selves. Since  they  can  not  elevate  their  own  eliaraeters,  tliey 
Strive  to  debase  those  of  others.  To  accnmjilish  this,  tliey  spare 
neither  trouble  nor  misrepresentation.  One  system  in  which  they 
are  commonly  employed  may  1x'  noted,  although  the  mixie  is  sim- 
ilar to  the  case  of  the  servant-girl  just  given.     A  man  bad  re- 
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solved  to  ruin  a  woraau  who  plac«l  implicit  confidence  in  his  sin- 
cerity, :iik1  admitted  that  she  luved  him.  He  found  that  her  mod- 
esty and  giKjd  fiena*>  were  prool'  against  his  persuasive  powers,  and 
he  finally  resorted  to  stratagem,  and  invited  her  to  walk  with 
him  to  visit  some  relations.  He  took  her  t<j  a  brothel,  introduced 
its  keeper  (who  had  already  been  instructed  in  her  part)  as  his 
aunt,  and  one  or  two  of  the  inmates  represented  her  daughters. 
The  deception  was  maintained  for  a  time;  family  matters  were 
discu.>*.seit,  und  refre.shiiieiits  introduced.  A  glass  of  drugged  wine 
was  handed  to  the  victim,  and  as  soon  us  its  efifecta  were  visible 
the  villainou.-^  deed  was  effected.  Such  machinations  as  this  show 
that,  not  iinly  are  many  of  these  prostitute's  dangerous  U)  society 
from  their  open  and  avowed  life  of  crime,  but  also  from  the  in- 
fliienees  they  exert  to  deceive  the  honest  of  their  own  se.v. 

Allusion  hfis  been  already  made  to  the  numerous  dangers  which 
surrounil  younj.'  women  during  their  passage  to  this  country  on 
crowded  enii<ji;nif  sbi]w,  ur  after  their  arrival  in  the  equally  crowd- 
eil  emigrant  iM>ardiug-lu)tises,  and  it  is  needless  to  rcj^at  them  in 
this  section ;  but  an  incomplete  statement  of  the  causes  of  prosti- 
tution would  ht-  presented  if  the  injurious  effects  of  some  of  our 
itishionabie  boarding-.^choola  were  suffered  to  pass  without  notice. 
Startling  as  such  an  assertion  may  appear,  it  is  no  more  strange 
tlian  true.  A  system  of  education,  the  jirominent  design  f>f  which 
is  to  impart  a  knowledge  of  the  (so-called)  modern  accomplish- 
ments to  the  almost  total  exclusion  of  moral  training;  to  make 
the  pupils  present  the  most  dazzling  appearance  in  society,  regard- 
less of  tlieir  real  interests  and  duties,  does,  in  some  cases,  lead  to 
unhappy  results.  Filial  affection,  or  early  training,  or  innate  vir- 
tue, enable  many  to  overcome  the.>*e  temptations,  but  others  suc- 
cumb lu  them.  One  case,  in  particular,  it  is  desirable  to  record, 
although  several  of  a  similar  nature  were  met  with. 

A  girl,  eighteen  years  of  age,  boni  in  Louisiana,  of  highly  re- 
spectable parents,  was  induced  to  elojx-  from  a  boarding-school  in 
the  vicuiity  of  New  Orleans  with  a  man  who  accorded  with  her 
romantic  ideal  of  a  Io%ir.  No  marriage  vows  ever  pa.s.sed  Ix-- 
tween  them;  she  trasted  him  as  the  heroine  of  a  modern  novel 
would  have  done,  and  he  dect  ived  her,  as  all  modem  rakes  deceive 
their  victims.  She  livrd  with  him  for  a  considerable  time.  When 
he  de.sert  d  her,  she  was  letl  almost  destitute.  She  was  afraid  to 
return  to  her  jiarents,  knowing  that  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
life  she  had  been  leading,  and  she  had  no  other  means  of  support 
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than  open  and  avowed  prostitution.  These  t'eaturee  of  her  histury 
should  present  a  warning  to  both  parents  and  daughters  of  the 
dangers  attending  a  superficial  and  improjxT  system  of  education. 

Of  course  it  must  not  be  inlerri'd  that  all  schools  are  open  to 
such  objections.  In  the  numen>us  institutions  of  the  kind  scat- 
tered throughout  t!ie  linid,  the  niujority  an'  worthy  of  every  con- 
fidence. Instances  like  this  juv  pi'uViably  exceptions  to  the  rule, 
but  still,  what  has  been  pernicious  in  one  case  may  be  in  another; 
and  the  education  of  young  women,  forming,  as  it  does,  their  char- 
acter for  life,  should  be  conducted,  as  far  as  jiossible,  so  as  to  si- 
cure  their  sal'ety,  honor,  and  usefulness.  In  a  subsequent  chapter, 
this  superficial  education  will  be  farther  noticed. 

One  of'tlie  rml  improvements  of  modern  times  is  the  introduc- 
tion of  physiology  its  a  branch  of  education  in  our  schools.  Yet 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  knowledge  enuimunicated  to  youth 
upon  a  subject  so  iniportiint  is  still  extremely  limited.  Indeed, 
such  is  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  that  any  text-bfiok  or 
teacher  that  snould  impart  thorough  instrnction  in  reganl  to  all 
the  organs  and  functions  of  the  human  body,  would  Ix-  conside:""  d 
entirely  unfit  for  u.se  or  duty.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  young 
of  both  sexes  do  become  informed  upon  the  subjects  of  marriage, 
procreation,  and  maternity.  And  how?  By  force  of  natural  cu- 
riosity and  injurious  ass<wiation.  It  b  the  imperative  dutj*  of  pa- 
rents to  rightly  inform  their  childn^n  concerning  the  things  which 
they  must  iiii'vitsibly  know.  In  consequence  of  tlieir  neglect  of 
this  duty,  both  boys  and  girls  are  left  to  find  out  all  they  can 
about  the  my.steries  of  their  bt-irig  from  ignonmt  servants  or  cor- 
rupt companions.  Ix't  fathers  teach  their  son.-^,  and  mothers  their 
daughters,  at  the  earliest  practicable  age,  all  tliat  their  future  well- 
b<'ing  makes  it  necessary  for  them  to  know.  The  information 
thus  acquin-d  will  be  invested  with  a  sacrcdness  and  delicacy 
entirely  wanting  when  obtained  from  unreliable  and  pemiciouB 
sources. 

Thus  would  many  of  the  injurious  influences  incident  to  the 
present  secrecy  upon  such  subjects  he  avoided.  Of  the  evil  halt- 
its  and  practices  common  among  youth,  physicians  are  well  cog- 
nizant, and  many  a  jiareiit  hjis  had  to  mourn  their  sad  rf^sults  ill 
the  premature  death  or  dethr<nied  reason  of  children  who,  with 
proper  physical  training,  might  have  lieen  their  ]>riilf  and  joy. 

Next  to  the  resp«}nsibility  of  parents  in  this  matter  is  that  of 
teachers,  who,  with  all  judiciousness  and  delicacy,  should  sujiply 
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the  deficiencies  of  ignorant  or  incapable  parents  in  the  physiolog- 
ical education  of  all  committed  to  their  care. 

And  here  a  word  in  regard  to  the  bad  effects  of,  so  called,  chis- 
sical  studies.  Are  they  not  f)fteulimes  acquired  at  the  insk  of 
outniged  delicacy  or  undermined  moral  principles?  Mythology', 
in  partieuhir,  intrmluces  our  youth  to  eourtesjins  wh<j  are  described 
as  goildei^ses,  and  godde8s«-8  who  are  but  courte.saiis  in  disguis*:. 
Poetry  and  history  as  frequently  huve  for  their  themes  the  ecstii- 
sies  of  illicit  love  as  the  innocent  joys  of  pure  affection.  Shall 
these  branches  of  study  be  totally  ignoi-ed?  By  no  means;  but 
let  their  harmless  flowers  and  wholesome  fruit  alone  be  culled  for 
youthful  minds,  to  the  utter  exclusion  of  all  p<3lsonous  ones,  how- 
ever Ix'autifiil. 

This  lack  of  information  has  resiiltetl  in  another  evil  in  the  im- 
petus it  has  given  to  ilif  sale  of  ohscene  V)ooks  and  prints,  lie- 
eent  k'gal  proceedings  have  checked  this  nefarious  trade,  but  it 
still  exists.  Boys  and  young  men  may  be  found  loitering  at  all 
houi-s  round  hotels,  steam-boat  d<xrks,  rail-road  depots,  and  other 
public  places,  ost(;nsiVjly  selling  newspapers  or  pamphlets,  but  se- 
cretly offering  vile,  lecherous  publications  to  those  who  are  likely 
to  be  customers.  They  generally  select  young  and  inexperienced 
j)ersons  for  two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  these  are  the  most 
probable  purchasers,  and  will  submit  to  the  most  extortion ;  and, 
in  the  second,  they  can  be  more  «isily  ini|X)se<l  upon.  The  vi-ud- 
ers  have  a  trick  which  they  fniqufrilly  perform,  and  which  can 
scarcely  be  regrettetl.  In  a  small  b<mnd  volume  they  insert  about 
half  a  dozen  higlily-colored  obscene  plates,  which  are  cut  to  fit 
the  size  of  the  priuied  page.  Having  fi.xed  upon  a  vieiim.  they 
cautiously  draw  his  attention  to  the  pictures  by  rapidly  turning 
over  the  leaves,  but  do  not  allow  him  to  take  the  book  into  his 
hands,  although  they  give  him  a  good  opportunity  lo  note  its 
binding.  He  never  dreams  that  the  plates  an-  loose,  ami  feels 
sure  that  in  buying  the  book  lie  buys  the  pictun>s  also.  When 
the  price  is  agreed  upon,  the  salesman  hints  that,  as  he  is  watched, 
the  customer  had  better  turn  his  back  for  a  moment  while  tiiking 
the  money  from  his  pocket-b<x)k,  and  in  this  interval  he  slips  the 
plates  from  between  the  leaves  and  conceals  them.  The  next 
moment  the  parties  are  again  face  to  face,  tlii>  price  is  handed 
over,  and  the  book  ho  had  seen  beiore  is  handed  to  the  purchaser 
under  a  renewed  caution,  and  is  ejirefully  pocketed.  The  book- 
seller leaves,  and  at  the  first  opportunity  the  prize  is  covertly 
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drawn  forth  to  b*  examined  more  minutely,  and  the  unwary  one 
finds  that  he  has  paid  several  dollars  for  some  few  printed  pages, 
without  pictures,  which  would  have  been  dear  at  as  many  cents. 

Deapit*^  all  precautioas,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
manufacture  of  these  obscene  books  is  largely  carried  on  in  this 
city.  It  is  needless  Uj  remind  any  i-esident  of  the  large  seizures 
mode  in  New  York  during  the  last  two  years,  or  to  particularize 
the  stock  condemned.  More  caution  Ls  observed  now,  and  the 
post-office  is  made  the  vehicle  for  distribution.  Circulars  are  is- 
sued which  describe  the  |iublicalious  and  their  prices,  modes  of 
transmitting  money  are  indicated,  and  the  advertiser  plainly  says 
that  he  will  not  allow  any  pers(.:>nal  interviews  on  account  of  the 
dimgere  which  .surround  the  traffic.  By  using  an  indefinite  num- 
ber of  alimes,  and  often  changing  the  address  to  which  letters  are 
sent,  he  succeeds  in  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  and  secures 
many  remittaiKvs. 

Not  less  dangerous  than  the  directly  obscene  publications  is  a 
class  of  voluptuou.s  novels  which  is  rapidly  circulating.  Some  are 
translations  from  thf  French  ;  but  one  man,  now  living  in  En- 
gland, has  written  and  published  more  disgustingly  minute  works, 
under  the  guise  of  hone.st  fiction,  than  ever  cmanateil  from  the 
Parisian  presses.  He  writes  in  a  strain  eminently  calculated  to 
excite  the  passiims,  but  so  cart-fidly  giiardtnl  as  to  avoid  al>solute 
obscenity,  and  embfMlishes  his  works  with  wood-ciit-s  which  ap- 
proach lasciviousness  fus  nearly  as  po.ssible  without  being  indict- 
able. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  publishers  have  been  found,  in 
this  and  other  cities,  who  are  willing  to  u.st^  thi-ir  imprints  on  the 
title-pages  of  his  trash,  and  sell  works  which  can  not  but  In*  pro- 
ductive of  the  worst  consequences.  Thftse  who  have  seen  much 
of  the  cheap  pamphlets,  or  ''yrllow-covcred"  literature  offered  in 
New  York,  will  have  no  difficulty  in  recalling  the  name  of  the 
author  alluded  to,  and  those  who  are  ignorant  of  it  would  only  be 
injured  by  its  disclosure.  There  can  be  but  one  opinion  m*  to  the 
share  obscene  and  voluptuous  books  have  in  ruining  the  character 
of  the  young,  and  they  may  justly  be  considered  as  causes,  indi- 
rect it  may  be,  of  prostitution. 

S<jme  of  the  sources  of  prostitution  have  been  thus  examined. 
To  expose  them  all  would  require  a  volume ;  but  it  is  hoped  that 
sufficient  has  been  developed  to  induce  observation  and  inquiry, 
and  prompt  action  iu  the  premises. 
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QueMinii.   Is  PROfTITfTION   YOUR   OKLY   MK.\XS  OF  SITPPOBT? 

RMonrra  ■  ml.Ti.. 

Dependent  miely  upon  prortitution     .......     1  fi98 

Have  other  nieaas  nf  isuppiirt 302 

Total -2000 

No  surpiTJk.'  will  1)1"  i.\ciu<l  liy  ilic  fact  iutlicated  abovf,  tUat 
seventtrn  of  fverv  twoiity  women  f xaniined  in  New  York  reply 
to  this  question  in  the  uffirmalive,  for  it  is  almost  inipos-sible  to 
conceive  that  any  honest  occupation  can  be  associated  with  vice 
of  siu-h  ehfirficter.  The  smidl  minority  who  have  other  means 
consists  jjrineipally  of  women  who  work  at  their  trades  or  txru- 
pations  at  intervals,  or  who  receive  some  slight  payment  for  as- 
sisting in  tlie  ordiniiry  work,  or  for  sewing,  in  the  houses  of  ill 
fame  where  they  reside.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  women  working 
as  domestics  in  brothels  are  virtuous  themselves;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  a  well-known  fact  tlwit  they  are,  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
prostitutes;  the  only  diflerence  being  that  they  work  u  portion 
of  the  time,  while  the  "  boardere"  do  not  work  at  all. 

Tho.se  who  follow  an  employment  at  intervals  are  mostly  wom- 
en who.se  trades  are  uncertain,  and  who  are  liable  at  certain  sea- 
sons of  the  year  to  be  without  employment  Then  real  necessity 
forces  them  on  the  txiwn  until  a  retwrn  f)f  Ini.sjness  provides  them 
with  work.     They  are  more  U)  be  pitied  than  blamed. 

There  is  another  class  not  entirely  dependent  on  prostitution. 
It  consists  mostly  of  German  girls,  who  receive  from  fivi-  to  ."ix 
dollars  ]>er  month  as  dancers  in  the  public  ball-rooms.  In  the 
first  ward  of  New  York  there  are  several  ofthe.se  establishments, 
and  the  Captain  of  Police  in  that  district  has  attached  some  in- 


524 


HISTORT  OP  PKOSnTUTION 


U-TPwting  memoranda  to  his  returns,  from  which  is  gleane<l  the 
following  iiifonnation  respecting  these  places  and  their  inhabits 
ants.  It  is  (iuhinitted  to  the  reader,  in  order  that  he  may  draw 
lii«  own  ooncl(i8ions  as  to  the  virtue  of  the  dancers. 

"TlietM?  dance-houses  are  generally  kept  by  Germ;ins,  who  con- 
sider diiiicing  a  pr<i]«r  and  legitimate  bu.siness.  They  are  in  geii- 
<Tal  very  quiets  Tliu  girls  employed  to  d!mc«  do  not  consider 
themselves  prostitnte.s,  because  the  proprietors  will  not  allow  them 
til  111-  known  as  such.  Each  girl  receives  monthly  frnni  five  to 
.six  dcillars  and  her  VxMinl,  and  almost  everj-  one  of  them  hires  n 
room  in  the  neiphborhixid  for  the  piirpo.se  of  prostitution.  I  have 
el:L>wi*(l  tliem  all  us  jiro.stituti's,  bfcjinse,  in  addition  to  the  previous 
fact,  I  know  that  the  majority  of  them  have  lived  as  such.  Very 
few  of  these  pirls  are  exces.sive  drinkers.  Although  the  regida- 
tions  of  the  liiiil-rooni  require  them  to  drink  after  each  dance 
with  their  partners,  yet  the  proprietor  hits  always  a  bottle  of  water 
slightly  colori-d  with  port  wine,  from  which  they  drink,  and  he 
chnrjri'S  the  jiartiirr  the  siime  price  as  for  li(|Uor." 

Allurling  to  the  kei'per  of  one  of  these  places,  the  same  officer 
says : 

'•  The  proprietress  of  this  house  is  a  German  woman  over 
sevetity  yeare  of  age.  She  established  the  house  over  eighteen 
years  since,  to  my  certain  knowledge.  Her  husband  had  just 
then  arrived  from  Germany  with  thrir  four  children.  They  were 
not  worth  one  hundred  dollars  at  that  tiiiu'.  The  man  died  three 
years  ago,  and  by  his  will  directed  forty  thousand  dollars  to  be 
divided  among  his  children.  The  widow  is  pussesst>d  of  an  equal 
amount  in  her  own  name." 

Qu'Stion.    WH.\T    TRADE    OR    CALLIXU    DTll    YOr    FOLLOW    BK- 

FYiKK    Voir    BEOAMK    A    PRO.'STtTrTK  ? 
'lr€iiit>»ttoni».  NiimlMT-. 

ArUst 1 

Nurse  in  BellfViic  IlospitJil,  N.  V.    1 


Sc'hool-tciifhprs . 
FViiit-lmwktTs   .     .     . 
Paipfr-lmx-niiikiTS  . 
Tobaini-jMifkers 
Atti'iiilitl  Ntores  or  bars 
Atti'uilfij  school      , 


KmliniiiK-rers 8 

Fiir-.«fWiT8  .......  8 

Hut-trimniur> 8 

Unilirvllii-niHkers 8 

Plnwt-r-iiiskers 9 


Opru|>Elloiii».  Numh#r». 

Shiie-binders 16 

Vi-st-rimkiTs 21 

riip-iimkers 24 

H.«ik-fol(UTs 27 

K;ifti>rv  pirls 37 

Hiiiist'kiv()erK    ......  39 

.Miiiim'i> 41 

Seanistn'.s,<<'s 59 

Tttiloresses 10.5 

Dress-makers 121 

Serv-nnts 933 

Liveil  with  piirpnta  or  friendi*      499 
ToUil 2?KK) 
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Wherever  the  social  couditioD  of  woman  has  been  considered, 
one  fact  Las  always  been  painfully  apparent,  niimeiy,  the  iliffieul- 
ties  wLieh  )<nrround  ber  in  any  attempt  to  pnxmv  eniploynient 
beyond  tbe  bealen  track  of  needlework  or  domestic  service.  Nu» 
inerous  ]i_L'lit  or  st'dentary  employ nieiits  now  pursued  by  men 
might  with  much  greater  propiiety  be  cuiitided  to  women,  but 
custom  seems  tt>  have  fixed  an  arbitrarj-  law  which  can  not  be 
altered.  If  a  lady  enters  a  dr^'  grnxls  stoR-,  she  is  waiti-d  ujxjn 
by  some  stalwart  young  man,  whose  eiierg)'  and  muscle  would  be 
far  more  useful  in  tilling  the  ground,  or  in  some  other  out-door 
employment.  IF  she  wisLes  to  make  a  ]tiireli!i.<e  of  jewelry,  she 
is  served  by  the  same  cIilss  of  attendants.  Why  shouM  not  fe- 
males have  this  bnmch  of  eiiipjoytuent  at  their  couimuud?  It 
would  in  a  majority  orea.«ie.s  be  more  consonant  with  the  li-elings 
of  the  purciuu-MT.s,  and  eon.si-queutly  more  to  the  intea»st  of  store- 
keepers. It  would  open  an  honorable  field  of  exertion  to  the 
women,  and  imjirove  the  condition  of  the  nii-n  who  now  monop- 
olize such  employments,  by  toreing  them  to  obtain  work  suita- 
ble to  their  sex  and  strength,  and  diiviiig  from  the  crowded  cities 
into  tlif  open  country  some  whose  effeminacy  is  fast  bringing 
them  to  j^Hx^iitive  idleness  and  ruin. 

Many  jieople  are  prepan-d  to  frown  upon  any  attempt  to  im- 
prove the  social  eonililion  of  dependent  women.     They  regard  it 
as  a  part  of  that  myth  which  they  call  ojipositifm  to  cxjiistituted 
authoritie.*,  without  any   reference    to   the  consideration  which 
shonld  form  the  basis  of  nil  society,  namely,  ensuring  the  greatest 
amount  of  good  to  the  greatest  uiuuIht.     Others  who  are  opposed 
to  any  amelioration  sustain  their  views  by  a  libel  ujxjii  woman, 
and  upon  her  Almighty  Creattir.     They  assert  tliat  lilie  hsj?  not 
sufficient  intellect  lt>r  any  thing  beyond  routine  einploniicnt,  or 
blame  her  because  she  has  re<;eived  only  such  an  iniptv/irf  ••da- 
cation  us  the  world  has  thouglit  proper  to  award  her.  nnrf  lljitf  htts 
not  had  an  op|x<rtunity  to  eidtivate  her  fiienif"-"     U  '<-^  n.-t  m>o- 
essary  to  point  to  the  productions  and  acli 
even  in  our  own  ilays,  omitting  all  mention  "( ' 
hcre<'><'"<         ••vpcMe^^^^ll^^f  thi~  ]>•■■ 
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shame  would  be  h:i]>j)y  mid  virtuous  members  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

In  the  list  of  occupations  pursued  by  the  women  who  are  now 
prostitutes  in  New  York,  a  most  lamentable  monotony  is  visible. 
Domestic  service  and  sowing  arc  the  two  priiieijial  resi'>urces, 
Fruui  the  gross  number  nf  two  thuusaud  di'duct  tliuso  who  lived 
with  their  parents  or  friends,  children  attending  school,  domestic 
8ervant.<,  and  LoiLSi-kt-ciiers  aiiumiitiug  in  tliL^  aggregate  tu  1322, 
and  thi'io  i.s  ;i  bdaucc  of  rt78,  nearly  six  hundreil  nfwhom  dejxMid 
ii|Kiu  needles  and  thivad  for  an  existence.  In  the  total  number 
re[pi)i-trd  there  are  only  foin-,  or  ejvctly  one  in  i-vri/  Jivir  huiidrr^, 
who  relied  for  suppurt  ujiun  any  occupation  nquiring  mental  cul- 
ture, that  is,  one  artist  and  three  school-teachers.  This  fact  in 
itself  sustains  the  theories  that  niontjil  cultivation  and  sufficient 
employiuent  are  restricti<jns  to  the  sjiread  i>f  prostitution. 

If  women  are  compelled  to  undergo  meivly  the  slavery  of  life, 
no  moral  advancenient  can  ever  he  expected  from  tliem.  If  every 
appiouch  to  ri'muiierative  employment  is  systematiciilly  closed 
agaiiift  them,  nothing  but  degradation  can  ensue,  and  the  moralist 
who  shuddered  with  honxjr  at  the  bare  pxssiliilitv  nf  a  woman  be- 
ing allowed  to  eani  a  eornjietent  living  in  a  respeetable  manner 
will  ejaculate,  "  What  awful  depravity  exists  in  the  female  sex !" 
He  and  others  of  his  class  drive  a  woman  to  sfiirv'ation  by  ri'ftis- 
ing  to  give  her  cmjtloyment,  and  then  ccjiidenm  her  for  nuiintain- 
ing  a  wretched  existence  at  the  price  of  virtue. 

But  to  notice  more  particularly  the  employments  which  the 

'  Miss  Mulock  rotniirks  nn  female  nrcapations :  "Equality  of  «ex<>t<  i-  not  in  the 
nature  uf  iliiiit;*.  '  •!"•  "fly  Tinlil'  we  have  tti  assert  in  eoninioii  willi  niaiikinil, 
and  iIiBt  is  ns  miioli  in  mir  hands  ns  theirs — the  rit:hl  of  himnc  siimelhint:  to  do." 
—.1   M'oman's  Tftout)liU  ii/ion  ll'owicn  (New  York  ed.),  |i.  13. 

'•The  Father  «>f  all  ha.s  never  [uu  one  man  or  one  woman  Into  thin  world  without 
(fivinp  eneh  sometliinp  to  do  there." — Ihid.,  [>.  J9. 

"This  faet  remains  puleni  tr)  any  jn'rson  of  eommnn  sense  and  ex[ierienee,  that 
in  the  present  day  one  half  of  our  women  are  ohliped  to  take  rare  of  tlteiuselres, 
obli|n-d  to  look  solely  to  themselves  for  maintenance,  potiition,  oc-cupalion,  amuse- 
ment,  repniation,  life." — Ibid.,  p.  29. 

"  Is  Roeietv  to  draw  up  a  code  of  reculatioiu  as  to  what  ia  proper  for  os  to  do^ 
and  what  not?" — Ibid.,  p.  31. 

"The  world  Ls  slowly  disooverinp  that  women  are  rapablo  for  far  more  crafts 
than  was  »npiK»e(f.  if  only  they  are  properly  educated  for  them ;  that  they  are  Kood 
accountantf,  shof>-keepers.  drapetli'  o-ssistants,  teleiirnjih  elerks,  wateh-makers  .  and 
donhtless  would  Ito  better  if  the  ordinary  trainiiic  w  hieli  almost  every  youiic  man 
hnc  a  elianee  of  getting  were  thought  equally  iudispeiisable  to  yuun);  women." — 
Ibid.,  p.  76. 
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"oonitesans  of  Now  York  have  followed.  The  domestic  servants 
amount  to  931.  No  modern  fashion  hiw  yet  been  introduced  to 
deprive  feratdes  of  this  sphere  of  labor,  but  im  progressive  is  the 
age  that  rven  that  may  'je  accomplished  within  a  few  years,  and 
till'  advertising  cnhmiiis  of  the  m-wspajxM's  teem  with  auuounce- 
iiunts  of  some  newly -in  vented  "  scrubbing-machine."  The  space 
will  not  |i(Tiiiit  any  extended  reniark.s  on  this  employment,  but, 
while  allowing  that  many  employers  tn-at  their  »«'rvant.s  as  hu- 
man beings  gifted  with  the  same  sensibilities  and  feelings  as  them- 
selves, it  must  be  rr>grelted  that  theix'  are  others  who  use  them  in 
a  manner  which  w<5uid  bring  a  blush  to  the  cheek  of  a  southern 
slave-driver.  With  such  mistresses  the  incapacity  of  servants  is 
a  constant  theme,  nor  do  they  ever  ask  themselves  if  they  have 
learned  the  science  of  governing.  Assuming  that  they  themselves 
are  right,  they  conclude  that  the  ''help"  is,  of  coarse,  wrong.  Is 
it  any  wonder  that  irirls  are  driven  to  into.xication  and  disgnice  by 
this  conduct?  Another  reason  which  forces  servtuit-girls  to  pros- 
titution is  the  excessive  numlxT  who  are  constantly  out  of  em- 
ployment, estimated  at  one  foiiiili  of  those  resident  in  the  <"itv,  an 
evil  which  would  be  diiuiuished  w«'re  then»  more  opportunities  for 
fl-male  labor. 

What  is  the  ]K)sition  of  the  needle-woman  ?  Far  worse  than 
that  of  the  servant.  The  latter  has  a  home  and  food  in  addition 
to  her  wages ;  the  former  mu.st  lodge  and  keep  herself  out  of 
I'aniings  which  do  not  much  excee'd  in  amount  the  s<Tvant.V  pay. 
Tiie  later  by  which  this  miserable  j>ittance  is  earned,  so  truthful- 
ly depicted  in  the  universidly  known  "Song  of  the  Shirt,"  is  <1ls- 
tre.ssing  and  enerA-ating  to  a  degrtr.  Working  from  earlv  dawn 
^ill  late  at  night,  with  trembling  fingers,  aching  head,  and  very 
often  an  empty  stomach,  the  poor  seamstress  ruins  her  health  to 
obtain  a  spare  and  insufficient  living.  There  is  no  variety  in  her 
employment;  it  is  the  same  endless  roiuid  of  stitches,  varied  only 
by  a  wearLsome  journey  once  or  twice  a  week  to  the  store  whence 
she  receives  her  work,  and  where  the  pn)babilities  are  that  a  por- 
tion of  her  scanty  wages  will  be  deducted  for  some  alleged  de- 
li<'iency  in  the  work.  She  has  no  redress,  but  must  submit  or  be 
dis("harged. 

Nor  is  the  position  of  a  milliner  or  dress-maker  much  superior 
to  this.  She  has  a  room  provided  for  her  in  the  employer's  estab- 
lishment, and  there  she  must  n'main  so  long  as  the  inexorable  de- 
mands of  fashion,  or  the  necessity  of  preparing  bonnets  or  dresses 


528 


HISTORY  OF  PROSTITL'TIttX. 


i(>r  some  special  occasion  require.     It  matters  not  if  she  faint  from 
exliaustion  and  fatigiiL- ;   Mi-s. 


wants  lier  b:ii!-ilivss  to-nior- 


mw,  and  the  poor  slave  (we  use  this  word  advisedlv)  must  labor 
jis  if  her  eternal  salvation  rested  on  her  nimble  tingeis.  But  the 
gay  rolw  which  is  to  deck  the  form  of  beauty  is  completed;  the 
hour  of  release  has  come  at  last ;  and,  us  at  night  the  wearied  girl 
walks  feebly  tlirnngh  the  almost  deserted  streets,  she  n\eet8  some 
of  the  frail  of  her  own  sex,  bideeked  in  finery,  with  countenances 
beaming  fixjm  the  eflects  of  their  potations,  and  the  thought  fljjsh- 
es  across  her  mind,  "'They  are  better  oft'  than  1  am."  Her  human 
nature  can  scared}'  repress  such  an  exclamation,  which  is  t(n>  oft- 
en but  the  precui'sor  of  her  own  ruin. 

Paper-box -makers,  tobaceo-packei-s,  and  book-folders  are  no  bet- 
ter off.  TIrv  must  work  in  crowded  shops,  must  inhale  each 
other's  breath  iluriug  the  whole  day  (for  such  work-shops  are  not 
the  best  ventilated  buildings  in  New  York,  generally  speaking), 
and  receive,  as  their  remuneration,  barely  suftieient  to  liiid  them 
food,  clothes,  and  shelter. 

It  is  needless  to  ptirsuc  this  subject.  Enough  has  surely  been 
advanced  to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  a  more  extended  field 
of  female  labor. 

Qwstioi}.  How  LONG  IS  IT  .mXCE  YOf  ABANDOKED  VOIK  TRADE 


AS  A  MEANS  OF  LIVTNC  .' 

T.—>cr<h<vf  ■''Iron  Xnmlieni. 

3  months 174 

6      « 151 

1  year 2T3 

2  vean    .....  254 
S"  '•        147 

4  «       104 


Len^hofTlme.  ^  iimh-'iM. 

5  jears 117 

10    " 90 

12    "      and  upward   .     .  Iti 

.Vot  aliimdiiiitil  ....  29<J 

rimscortaint'il    ....  378 

Total    .     .     .      2000 


A  \"ery  few  words  will  suffice  on  this  table,  as  the  remarks 
which  would  arise  from  it  have  been  already  made  in  reference  to 
other  questions.  In  most  instances  the  m^cupation  is  al>and<)ned 
as  soon  as  the  first  false  step  is  taken,  unless  in  those  cases  of  dv-s- 
titution  where  a  previous  want  of  emjilovment  remlei-s  prostitu- 
tion necessarv  as  the  only  means  of  living.  nre<(ur.-*e,  as  before 
observed,  a  life  of  pro.stitution  must  be  incompatible  with  any  de- 
scription of  honest  emplovmeiit,  and,  in  those  cases  whert»  a  wom- 
an has  followed  any  trade  or  occupation  after  .she  had  yielded  to 
promiscuous  intercourse,  it  will  generally  be  found  that  her  mo- 
rive  Wfis  to  deceive  the  worM  as  to  her  own  pursuits,  or  else  to 
satisfy  her  con.science  that  she  was  not  cntireh'  depraved. 
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Question.   WhaT  WERE  YOUR  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  EARNINGS  AT 
TOI  R  TRADE? 


Avt-rMir<'  Kjirntng-.  *  iimlwp-. 

1  dollar 534 

2  ilollan 33(> 

3  " 230 

4  " 127 

5  "            «)8 

6  « 27 


.'  VfTMgi*  EarniDgH.  Niimlior* 

7  dollars 8 

8  "         5 

20      "         1 

50      "         1 

Uua>fcertained   ....  663 

Total.     .     .     .      2000 


This  questioD  is  ol'  equul  iiuponauce  with  that  referring  to  thw 
nuinbt-r  of  employments  available  for  females,  aiul  tlie  ivplies 
qiioU'd  above  will  give  im  maiiy  ivasoiis  for  prostitution  as  in  the 
former  (Sase.  From  the  work  of  a  French  author  on  this  subjet't 
the  following  is  condensed  as  indicative  of  the  hardships  and  in- 
sufficient  remuneration  of  women  employed  in  factories  in  France: 

"  Women  are  eniplo^'ed  principally  in  the  manvifacture  of  cot- 
ton, silk,  and  wimjI.  The  pn-pamtion  of  cotton  pii-sents  two  dan- 
gerou.<  features,  in  the  'beating'  and  "dressing,'  uhich  are  })et' 
forriied  solely  by  icometi.  In  the  manufacture  of  silk  there  are  also 
tw<i  processes  dangerous  to  life,  and  these  are  performed  by  worneti. 
The  woolen  manufacture  has  no  real  danger  but  in  the  'carding,' 
and  all  die  carders  are  women.  Of  these  mortal  occupations  there 
is  not  one  that  will  afford  the  workwoman  a  sufficient  maintenance, 
the  average  wages  being  from  sixteen  to  twenty-five  sous  per  day, 
subject  to  the  fluctuations  of  trade."' 

Commenting  upon  these  facts,  the  Westminster  Review  says, 

"  We  took  som»'  pains  to  ascertain  the  relative  wages  of  men 
and  women  employed  in  the  same  trades  (in  England),  and  almost 
in  every  instance  it  appeared  that  for  the  same  work,  perfonned 
in  the  same  time,  they  received  one  third  less,  sometimes  one  half 
less  than  men,  without  any  inferiority  of  skill  being  alleged.  One 
ma.'ster  gravely  said  that  he  ^'paid  uurmeii  less  because  they  ate  less.'"* 

In  a  subsequent  chapter  of  this  volume  will  be  found  some  par- 
ticulars of  the  wages  j)aid  in  manufacturing  districts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  same  diaparily  between  male  and  female  opera- 
tives will  be  noticed. 

M.  Parent-Duchatelet  assigns  insufficient  wages  as  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  prostitution  in  Paris.     He  says, 

'■  What  are  the  earnings  of  iir  laundresses,  our  seamstresses, 
our  milliners?    Compare  the  wages  of  the  most  skillfiil  with  those 

Histoire  Morale  dps  Feramos.     Par  M.  Ernest  Ix'Rnnve.     Paris,  1849. 
*  Wi-stminster  Review  (Londun),  Julv,  1850,    American  edition,  tuI.  xxx.  No.  3. 
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of  the  more  ordinary  and  nioiU-raU'ly  able,  and  we  shall  see  il  it 
be  possible  for  these  latter  to  procui-e  even  the  strict  necessaries 
of  life ;  and  if  we  &rther  compare  the  price  of  their  work  with 
that  of  tlit'ir  dishoiKjr,  we  shall  cease  to  be  surprised  that  so  great 
a  number  should  fall  into  improprieties  thus  made  almost  inevi- 
table.'" 

This  low  rate  of  wages  is  defended  upoti  the  plea  uf  competi- 
tion. A  manufacturer  practicidly  siiys,  •'  If  one  man  or  woman 
will  do  my  work  for  five  per  cent,  less  than  another,  I  must  em- 
])lov  him  or  her  uidess  I  :ini  ftrcpared  toicarry  on  niv  Imsinfss  at 
a  positive  loss;  for  if  I  do  not  give  them  work,  my  neiglibor  will." 
Valid  as  this  reason  may  be  in  the  old  countries,  where  the  sup- 
ply of  labor  far  exceeds  the  demand,  it  is  invalid  in  America, 
where  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  workers.  Our  cities  arc 
overcrowded;  remove  some  of  their  inhabitjints  to  the  country. 
In  our  cities  work  can  not  be  obtained;  in  the  country  bi">th  mule 
and  feiUiUe  laborers  are  urgently  required.  In  cities  an  unem- 
ployed woman  is  exposed  to  inimmerable  temptations;  in  the 
country  sin;  nee(l  never  be  uiu'nijiloyecl,  and  consequently  would 
escape  such  dangers.  The  difl'ereuce  between  the  New  and  Old 
worlds  is  simply  that  in  the  fonner  the  cities  arc  overcrowded, 
but  the  country  is  free ;  in  the  latter,  both  cities  and  country  are 
full  to  repletion. 

In  the  city  of  New  York  rine  fourth  part  of  the  domestic  ser\'- 
anls  are  constantly  out  of  emjiloyinent;  remove  them,  and,  while 
the  wants  of  the  community  will  be  amply  supplied,  the  market 
value  of  a  faitlifu!  serviuit  would  incn^nse  to  a  living  rale.  Send 
away  a  numlK-r  of  neeille-womcn,  reducing  the  su|)plv  of  lalxjr  to 
meet  the  actual  demand;  tailoi-s,  shirt-nndcers,  and  dress-makers 
must  employ  seamstresses,  and  in  such  cases  they  could  not  ob- 
tiun  them  withfuil  payiiii;  reniunenitive  wages.  The  pnces  of  our 
wearing  apparel  would  probably  Ik:  advanced  live  per  cent.,  with 
a  saving  of  firteen  per  cent,  taxation  in  the  reduced  expensies  of 
police,  judiciary,  prisons,  hospitsils,  and  eliaritable  institutions. 

The  experience  of  the  winter  of  lS57-b  has  proved  that  but 
very  slight  difficulties  attend  this  plan  when  efficiently  carried 
out,  and  to  the  "  Children's  Aid  Society"  and  the  othir  benevolent 
organizations,  which  have  shown  not  only  the  possibility,  but  the 
success  of  the  system,  all  praise  is  due.  No  man  entering  upon  a 
farm  in  the  West  requires  any  arginnent  to  convince  him  that  his 

'  De  I*  Prrrttitiilion  duns  la  Ville  dr-  P«ri»,  veil.  i.  ji.  96. 
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proptTty  will  increase  in  value  as  it  is  cultivated,  and  many  will 
gladly  advance  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  ser\'- 
ant's  journey  out.  As  fast  as  men  are  sent  to  fell  the  timber  or 
break  the  prairie,  the  farmer's  new^ssities  force  him  to  engage 
ivomeu  for  the  iuei'eusing  work  of  his  house  and  dairj',  and  to 
supply  the  places  of  those  who  obtain  husbands  in  their  new 
borne.  When  the  tide  ol"  emigration  to  the  Australian  colonies 
^mmenced,  nearly  the  whole  of  those  who  left  England  were  sin- 
gle mm,  ami  in  a  few  months  the  cry  was  ringing  from  one  end 
af  the  island  to  the  other:  "Semi  us  female  help,  send  us  wives." 
A  benevolent  woman,  resident  in  the  colony,  repeated  the  de- 
mand and  subsequently  lent  the  aid  of  her  powerfid  talents  to  it 
She  made  a  \'oyage  to  England,  and  there  influenced  public  opin- 
ion to  such  an  extent  that  the  Briti.sh  government  yielded  to  the 
outside  pressrt.ie,  and  many  ship -loads  of  well  -  R'commended, 
healthy,  and  vinuous  women  were  sent  out  at  the  national  ex- 
pense to  supply  the  want.  The  subsequent  advancement  of  the 
colony  hits  pr'>yed  that  the  mejisure  was  a  judicious  one,  nor  can 
the  abuses  to  which  it  became  subject  detract  from  its  merits. 

Similar  plans  wita  ri'.sf>ect  Ut  destitute  children  have  been  prac- 
ticed ill  New  York  for  s^-veral  years,  and  their  sub.sequent  exten- 
sion to  meet  the  want*  <.f  adult  females  lias  been  limited  only  by 
the  rneans  of  the  projecvo/s.  If  the  necessity  and  prospective 
benefit  of  this  emigration  wore  known  and  appreciated,  the  re- 
quired funds  could  be  raised  without  any  difficulty.  The  citizens 
of  New  York  are  never  dilato.y  iu  responding  to  calls  upon  their 
benevolence  in  aid  of  any  practivitble  and  judicious  scheme  of  phi- 
hinthropy,  and,  under  the  rnanagtment  of  an  energetic  business 
committee,  arrangements  could  be  made  which  would  render  the 
movement  self-supjx>rting  within  a  iew  years. 

The  competition  which  keeps  wages  at  star^'alion  point  is  ag- 
gravated by  a  notion  entertained  by  many  native  women,  and  by 
some  foreigners  who  have  l>een  long  in  the  country,  that  domestic 
service  is  ungenteel.  This  idea  drives  them  to  needlework  to 
maintain  their  respectability,  and  thuf,  while  service  is  aban- 
doned, the  ranks  of  seamstresses  are  augmented.  By  decreasing 
the  number  to  be  employed,  and  consequently  advancing  their 
wages  and  insuring  better  treatment  from  their  employers,  the 
servant's  life  would  be  divested  of  many  of  its  objet'tions,  and  old- 
fashioned  house- work  would  once  more  be  deemed  respectable. 
This  consummation  rests   more  with  mistresses  thiin   sei-vantflk 
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The  former  give  tone  to  the  maiiiiers  of  the  latter.  It  oin  not 
be  denied  that  many  young  women  date  their  ruin  from  unkind 
or  unwomanly  tn-atment  by  their  misti-esses,  who  have  given  a 
free  rein  to  their  eaprices,  eonfideut  that  if  a  girl  let^  them  they 
could  soon  suj)j)ly  her  pluee.  This  eontideuce  would  Ix-  .shaken 
il"  a  housekeeper  knew  that  servants  were  le&s  plentiful,  and  her 
own  interest  would  induce  her  to  use  well  those  who  suit<d  her. 
Such  a  euuelusioii  would  ix'  sin  impiirtanl  step  toward  ri'dueing 
prostitution,  and  elevating  the  eharucter  of  the  nia&ses.' 

It  eau  nut  be  expected  that  this  vice  will  decrease  in  New  York 
when  tive  huiidn-d  and  thirty-iimr,  out  of  a  total  of  two  thou^md, 
earn  only  one  dollar  wt-ekly.  No  economist,  however  closely  he 
may  calculate,  will  ]nct<'iid  thitt  fourteen  cents  a  day  will  supply 
any  woman  with  k>dgiiig,  food,  and  clothes.  She  who  should 
attempt  to  exist  on  such  a  sum  would  starve  to  death  in  less  than 
a  month,  and  yet  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  many  are  i-xju'Cted  to 
supp*>rt  themselves  ujmju  it.  How  stuh  exjjectations  aiv  realized, 
and  the  sad  uuuinei-  in  which  t!ic  deficiency  is  ni^de  up,  are  am- 
ply shown  by  the  ivsult  of  this  and  similar  investigations,  here 
and  elsewhere, 

Thus  far  manufacturers  have  Vjcen  blamed  for  the  depression 
of  wages,  but  is  not  the  consumer  eijually  open  to  censui-e?  He 
purchases  an  article  of  dre.ss  ii'om  A,  V>eeause  it  is  a  trifle  cheaper 
than  in  B's  ston*.  The  cost  of  the  raw  material  is  the  same  to 
eaeh.  and  each  uses  the  same  quantity  in  eveiy  article :  but  if  A 
can  find  eustoniei-s  for  three  times  the  anjonnt  of  giMxls  wliieh  B 
can  sell,  on  account  of  the  sa\nng  he  eft'ects  through  paying  lower 
wages,  it  is  scarcely  in  human  nature,  decidedly  not  in  coDuiiercijd 
nature,  to  ho  expected  that  iu-  will  reltisc  the  oj){H>rtunitv.  lie 
flatters  htms(df  that  eomix-tition  forces  him  to  make  the  re<luetion, 
and  as  the  public  do  not  denounce  his  acti(.iu,  but  (liK'k  to  his 
store  so  long  ns  his  price  continues  lower  than  his  ni-igldxir's.  he 
concludes  that  hia  cu,stomers  should  bear  the  blame.  Nor  ai*  his 
conclusions  false.  The  public  sanction  a  systi-m  which  eidbrcea 
starvation  or  crime,  and,  fur  the  sake  of  .-javing  a  tew  cents.  a<ld 
llicir  influence  to  swell  the  i-anks  of  prostitutes,  and  condemn 
many  a  prxir  woman  to  eternal  ruin.' 

"The  root  i>f  all  imiimvcmcnt  initiil  b<>  the  mwtrcM*'*  own  ii)nvirtiini.  rtlipiou* 
«nd  ninccrr,  nf  rlie  triicli  ihm  stir  nnil  hiT  MTvanin  share  one  oommon  wdniniihixxl, 
wilh  nims,  tinpcn,  and  intproi.ts  ilisiitiftly  di'fincit.  and  pursued  with  eqniil  enirer- 
nei-s  ;  with  «  life  here  meant  as  a  schixit  fi)r  itie  next  life  ;  with  an  immortal  «oul." 
— A  M  o/wna'*  Thou(jhtK  vjtnn  Wowtn  (New  Y*>rk  imI.).  j,.  130. 

"Neither  liil«>r  rmr  niaterinl  ran   |>i>s>ihly  hi'  (rot  'eheaiily,' tbmt  in,  below  it» 
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Before  leaving  the  question  of  einjdoyinent,  the  effects  of  ditter- 
ent  branches  of  female  oeeupatiou,  as  iudueing  or  favoring  ininu>- 
rality,  must  be  noticed.  Apart  from  the  Itjw  rate  <>f  wages  j>aid 
to  women,  thus  causing  destitution  which  forces  them  to  vice,  the 
associations  of  most  of  the  few  trades  they  are  in  the  habit  of  pur- 
suing are  prejudicial  to  virtue.  The  tmde  of  tiiiloress  or  wani- 
stress  may  be  cited  as  a  case  in  point.  One  m<Kle  in  which  this 
business  is  conducted  between  eniployer  and  employeil  is  as  fol- 
lows: The  woman  leaves  either  a  cash  deposit  or  the  guamntee 
of  some  responsible  jjerson  at  the  store,  and  rei-eives  a  certain 
amount  of  materials  to  \k-  made  up  by  a  sptvitied  tinn':  when 
she  returns  the  manufactuivd  g<KKls  she  is  paid,  and  has  more 
work  given  her  to  make  up.  This  may  sei  m  a  very  .simple 
course,  and  so  it  is,  but  one  feature  in  it  gives  rather  a  sinister 
aspect.  The  person  who  dehvers  the  matei-ials,  receives  the  work, 
and  pronounces  on  its  execution,  is  almost  invariably  a  man,  and 
upoti  his  decision  rests  the  question  whether  the  operative  shall 
\ye  paid  her  full  wages,  or  whether  any  |)ortion  of  her  miseraVjle 
eaniiiigs  shall  be  deducted  because  the  work  is  not  done  to  his 
satisfaction.  In  many  cxses  he  wields  a  p<»wer  the  determinations 
of  which  amount  t*>  this:  "Shall  I  have  any  foful  lo-ilay, or  shall 
Istsirve?" 

It  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  hardly  any  thing  short  of  ixw- 
itive  want  can  force  a  girl  U>  undertake  this  lal>or  at  its  present 
price,  and  it  is  reasonable  tt>  imagine  that  her  necessities  will  force 
her  to  use  everj'  metuis  to  accomplish  her  task  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  If  she  finds  that  a  .smile  bestowed  ujh)!!  her  employer 
or  his  clerk  will  aid  her  in  the  struggle  for  bread,  she  will  not 
present  herself  with  a  .scowling  face ;  or  if  a  kind  entreaty  will  be 
the  means  of  [)roeuring  her  a  dinner  sis  a  favor,  she  will  not  i-x- 
pose  herself  to  hunger  by  demanding  it  as  a  right.  In  this  there 
is  no  moral  or  actual  wrong,  but  there  are  instances  where  lul)iic- 
ity  hiis  exacted  farther  concessions,  and  the  sacrifice  of  a  woman's 
virtue  been  required  as  an  equivalent  for  the  privilege  of  sewing 
at  almost  nominal  prices.  If  this  is  c(mceded,  the  victim  may  be 
assured  of  the  l>est  work  and  the  most  favors  until  her  seduwr 
becomes  satiated  with  possession,  when  means  will  easily  be  found 
to  displace  her  for  some  new  favorite.     If  the  outrageous  request 

■Tcrm^  ark dowIm] fired  cost,  without  nomelnxit/  htinii  rhtaled:  cons«>qnentlT,  then* 
devotees  to  cheapness  arc,  very  frequently,  little  better  than  genteel  swindlers."—" 
A  Wonum's  TkomikU  upon  Women  (New  York  ed.),  p.  72. 
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is  denied,  she  will  get  no  inorf  work  from  that  shoj>,  and  may 
seek  other  employment  with  almost  a  certainty  ol'  meftiug  the 
same  indignity  elsewhere.  That  this  is  a  frequent  uctuneuce, 
unfortunately,  can  not  be  denied :  that  it  exercises  much  inHueuce 
on  jmblii;  prostitution  can  nut  be  doubted. 

The  employment  of  females  in  various  trades  in  this  city,  in 
the  pureuit  of  which  they  are  forced  into  constant  'lommunication 
with  male  ojieratives  has  a  diaastious  ett'ect  ujwn  their  characters. 
The  daily  routine  goes  very  far  toward  weakening  that  modesty 
and  reserve  which  are  the  best  prxitectives  against  the  seducer,  and 
rendei's  them  liable  to  temptation  in  many  shapes.  A  girl  fre- 
quently forms  an  attachment  to  a  man  working  in  the  same  shop, 
believing  it  to  be  a  mutual  one,  and  only  finds  out  her  mistake 
when  she  has  yielded  to  his  jH.TSuasJons  and  is  deserted.  Or 
women  contract  acquaintance  for  the  sake  of  having  an  escort  on 
their  holiday  n^crcatious,  or  because  some  other  wuinan  has  done 
so,  or  as  the  mere  gratification  of  an  idle  fancy;  but  all  tend  iu 
the  same  direction,  and  aid  to  undermine  principles  and  jeopaixi- 
izc  chanieter. 

In  this  connection  only  city  employments  have  been  mentioned, 
but  the  same  reasoning  may  be  applied  with  greater  force  to  fac- 
tory life  in  any  of  our  nianiifucturing  districts.  There  the  oj)era- 
tives  of  both  sexes  in  one  mill  may  .sometimes  be  counted  by 
h  undreds,  and  their  large  uumbei-s  cause  a  more  frequent  and  con- 
stant eomnmnication  than  iu  smaller  vvorkshop.s.  It  has  been 
urged  in  support  of  the  superior  morality  of  such  jilaces,  that  the 
very  nature  of  the  employment  requires  the  most  cfinstant  atten- 
tion tube  paid  to  it,  and  prechnli's  the  [lossibility  of  any  idle  time. 
We  freely  coni-ede  to  the  apologists  all  the  a<ivantages  they  claim, 
and  admit  that  during  the  time — say  ten  hours  daily — when  the 
machinery  is  running,  neither  luiiles  nor  females  can  abandon  their 
respective  positions;  but,  untVntunately  for  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment, the  motion  is  not  a  |>er]>etual  one.  A  steam-engine  or  a 
water-wheel  can  run  for  a  week  or  a  month  without  complaining 
of  fatigue,  but  human  machines  become  exhausted  after  a  few 
hours'  con.secutive  labor.  Machinery  can  receive  the  necessary 
attention  and  supplies  without  anesting  its  progress,  Init  men  and 
women  nmst  sometimes  cease  work  iti  order  to  eat  and  drink. 

Granting,  then,  that  during  actual  working  hours  a  young  wom- 
an can  not  leave  her  post,  yet  the  mind  is  free,  and  the  range  of 
thought,  when  locomotion  is  denied  her,  will  often  turn  to  the 
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form  the  1  tiuk-s  of  these  statistics,  aud  it  is  acarccly  necessary'  to 
say  that  hilnir  is  nowhere  atj  well  remunerated  us  with  us.  The 
average  wages,  for  instance,  nf  a  first-closs  ntechauicr  in  England 
or  Ireland  seldom  exceed,  and,  indeed,  rarely  amount  to,  nine  dol- 
lars jM-r  week,  and  an  ordinary  lalx-irer  is  very  well  paid  if  he  re- 
ceives half  that  sum.  This  estimate  refers  to  large  cities,  where 
the  expenses  of  maintaining  a  family  are  as  heavy  as  in  Now 
York,  and  it  iitdieiiUs  poverty,  which  has  already  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  main  causes  of  female  depravity. 

If  the  investigation  is  jn\rsued  into  the  rural  districts  i  if  Great 
Briiiiin,  the  wages  of  mechanics  and  laborei-s  will  be  found  luwer 
than  they  are  in  large  cities,  without  any  material  reduction  in 
the  necessary  expenditure  except  in  the  item  of  house-rent.  The 
pitifid  amounts  paid  to  agricultural  laborei-s  (oUen  only  twenty- 
five  ceiits  a  day)  will  suq>rise  any  one  who  is  not  fully  acqujunt- 
od  with  the  hardships  endured  by  this  unfortunate  class,  and  the 
stale  of  destitution  in  which  they  are  ciiinp;-ILd  to  &x-t.ft  (it  can 
not,  with  any  propriety,  be  called  living),  and  to  rear  their  fiun- 
ilii-s. 

More  than  one  half  of  the  tbreignere  are  from  Ireland,  and  no 
p<'if<on  acquainted  with  the  social  LLstory  of  that  unhappy  country 
ne  d  bc!  told  of  the  want  and  deprivation  endured  by  its  peasant- 
ry, of  their  useless  efforts  to  benelit  themselves,  or  of  the  ruin, 
starvation,  and  disease  with  which  they  are  so  frequently  afliictetl. 
To  constitute  a  Huiner  in  Ireland,  a  man  must  hire  an  acn-  or  two 
of  land,  for  which  he  pays  a  heavy  rent,  as  two  or  sometimes  three 
"  middle-men"  have  to  obtain  their  profits  before  the  landlord  re- 
ceives his  share.  In  this  field  he  plants  as  many  potatoes  as  can 
be  crowded  into  it;  and  in  his  hut  or  cabin  he  keeps  a  pig  or 
some  fowls,  regularly'  domesticated  as  members  of  the  family,  auil 
receiving  more  attention  than  the  children.  From  the  sale  of  the 
pig  the  rent  has  to  Ix-  obtained,  aud  from  the  proceeds  of  tin- 
poultry,  with  the  potatoes,  all  their  wsuits  have  to  be  supplied. 
Thus,  with  the  potatoes  he  raises  f<)r  almost  his  sole  means  of  sup- 
jKirt,  with  peat  from  some  b<jg  in  the  iieighljorhood  to  furnish  him 
with  fuel,  he  lives  until  the  impoverished  soil  refuses  to  yield  its 
annual  crop,  or  yields  it  iii  a  diseased  and  poisonous  state,  when 
fever  and  starvation  come  to  fill  his  cup  of  misery,  and  render  him 
dependent  upon  charity  for  an  existence.  And  this  in  a  land 
peculiarly  rich  in  all  that  is  necesaan"  to  make  its  people  a  great 
ami  happy  nation. 
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I  ..then'  builnnuw  ^ ^r- 

Tarpenters 139 

Cunneu 26 

(.Vijiers 19 

Clirks 32 

Coaditueii 10 

Clergymen 6 

CtKicb-niakera      ....  9 

f'abiiiot-makers      ...  16 

Div.-i 1 

Diiiver I 

Dvers 3 

Engineers 18 

Engraver 1 

Furnierf. 440 

Fisliernien C* 

Gr<Kfrs '^ 

GiUlm 2 

GiU<Uiier.s "^ 

GI;is-:-liliiwers.       ....  2 

Hoii !  and  Tavern  keepei-s  3fi     ! 

Htitters 13     ! 

Jewelers ^^     , 

LiUircrs 2^9 

I/n|ii<ir-<loalcr8     ...  22 

Law  vers 13     ! 

Luuiber-niercbante      .     .  7     i 

Livery-stable-keepers    .     .  ."S     | 

Millers 20     , 

Masnis 82 

Merebunt"! 37 

MiMilders 3 

Muuufauturers  ....  24 

Musicians. 8 


Fiitlii*r-'  hi]i)lil>v4  Vunt>MrM 

Men  of  Pnjperty       ...       5 

Naval  Officer.^  ....  31 

Overseers 5 

I'cddlers h 

Policemen 16 

Painters 16 

IMiiters 3 

Planters     .  ...  5 

Piivers 4 

Pliy.'iieiau.s  and  Surgeons  19 

Plumbers 2 

Pawnbrokers      ....  2 

.Slii|)-earj>«nters  ....  23 

Sailors 3iT 

.     .  48 

.     .         4 

.     .  37 

.     .  20 

.     .  14 

.     .         3 


.Sli(H?-niakers  .... 
iSUige-drivers     . 
.Store-keefR-rs 
Stone-cutters     .     .     . 
Scbixil-teacLers    .     .     . 
Silversiiiith.s       .     .     . 

Soldiers 38 

Sail-makers 4 

Sadillers 14 

Servants 4 

Surveyor 1 

Tailors S.") 

Traders 11 

Tanners  and  Curriers.     .  7 

Tinsniilks 2 

Weavers 20 

W'beetwrigbt 1 

Unascertained    ,     .     .     .  lOtt 


Total  ....      2000 

'I'liis  tiible  shows  that  almost  all  cla.ssfs  of  stjciety  aw  t'xjMised 
to  tiie  influences  which  result  in  prostitution,  froiu  the  childreu 
of  men  of  propertv,  bankers,  merchants,  and  professional  men, 
down  to  the  families  of  tnechaaic.s  »nd  hilxtrera.  The  nuniemud 
and  varied  occupations  of  the  fathers  of  (hose  women  who  an- 
swered the  question  renders  any  elussilication  of  them  almost 
impotisible.  A  majority  nf  the  parent.s  were  fithcr  nioohanics  or 
laborers,  men  who  earned  the  daily  Ibotl  f'lr  themselves  and  fam- 
ilies by  manual  labor,  and  whose  resources  would  be  governed 
by  the  ordinary  fluctuations  of  trade. 

In  following  the  propoitiou  of  natives  and  foreigners  as  exhib- 
ited in  previous  tables,  it  must  be  remembered  that  about  five 
eighths  of  these  fathers  were  residents  of  other  countries  than  the 
United  States  when  those  daughters  were  bom  whose  replies 
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form  the  basi-s  of  these  statistics,  and  it  is  scarcely  necessarj'  to 
Siiy  that  laljor  is  nowhere  so  well  remunerated  as  with  us.  The 
average  wages,  for  instance,  of  a  first-class  mechanic  in  England 
or  Ireland  seldom  exceed,  and.  indeed,  rarely  amount  to,  nine  dol- 
lars per  week,  and  an  ordinary  laltorer  is  very  well  paid  if  he  re- 
ceives half  that  sum.  This  estimate  refers  to  large  cities,  where 
the  expenses  of  maintaining  a  family  are  as  heavy  as  in  New 
York,  and  it  in<lieal<.n  poverty,  which  has  already  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  main  ciinses  of  female  depravity. 

If  the  investigation  is  jiursned  into  the  rural  districts  of  Great 
Briiain,  the  wages  of  mechanics  ami  laborers  will  Ix-  found  lower 
than  they  are  in  large  cities,  without  any  material  reduction  in 
tlie  necessary  exju-nditure  except  in  the  item  of  h<Misi'-rent.  The 
pitifid  amounts  jciid  to  agrieultui-al  labored  (ollen  only  tweiity- 
live  cents  a  dj\y)  will  surprise  any  one  who  is  not  fiilly  ae<piaini- 
e<l  with  the  hardships  endured  by  this  imfortunale  class,  and  the 
state  of  destitution  in  which  they  are  eonipi'll 'd  to  ej:iM  lit  can 
not,  with  any  propriety,  lie  called  h'ifiri(/),  and  to  roar  their  fam- 
ilies. 

More  than  one  half  t)f  the  foreigners  are  fromL-eland,  and  no 
jx-rson  acquainted  with  the  social  history  of  that  uidiappy  country 
nc  d  \x-  told  of  the  want  and  drprivation  endured  by  its  peasant- 
ry, cif  their  tiseless  cftbrts  to  brnefu  themselves,  or  of  the  ruin, 
starvation,  and  disease  with  which  they  are  so  frequently  afflictetL 
To  constitute  a  farmer  in  Ireland,  a  man  must  hire  an  acre  or  two 
tjf  land,  for  which  he  pays  a  heavy  rent,  as  two  or  sometimes  three 
"  middle-men"  have  to  obtain  their  profits  before  the  landlord  re- 
ceives his  share.  In  this  field  he  plants  a.s  many  potat^jes  as  can 
be  crowded  into  it;  and  in  his  hut  or  <'abiu  he  keeps  a  pig  or 
some  fowls,  regularly  domesticated  as  members  of  the  family,  and 
ivceiving  more  attention  tlum  the  eliildn.Mi.  From  the  sale  of  the 
pig  the  rent  has  to  be  obt^iiiied,  and  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
poultry,  with  the  potatoes,  all  their  wants  have  to  be  supplied. 
Thus,  with  the  [>otatcH?s  he  raises  for  almost  his  sole  means  of  sup- 
jiort,  with  peat  from  some  bog  in  the  neighborho<xl  to  tuniish  him 
with  fuel,  he  lives  until  the  imp.iverished  soil  refiisea  to  yield  its 
annuid  crop,  or  yields  it  in  a  diseased  and  jxjisonous  state,  when 
fever  and  stiirvation  come  to  fill  his  cup  of  misery,  and  render  huii 
dtpmdent  upon  charity  for  an  existence.  And  this  in  a  laud 
peculiarly  rich  in  all  that  is  uecesaarv'  to  make  its  people  a  great 
and  lia[i])v  nation. 
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This  hiis  been  known  iis  tlie  stato  ul'  Ireland  for  many  yt-ars, 
and  in  ibis  condition  it  unque«tional»lj  was  when  iht-  women  who 
here  are  now  prostitutes  were  born  there.  Whether  the  severe 
lessons  tiiught  V>v  the  hist  faiiiiiu',  tlie  more  enlijihlened  and  lib- 
eral policy  which  has  govcrtieil  England,  since  tlnil  trrribl,/  citlam- 
ity,  in  its  legistation  for  the  sister  island,  the  iutruductiou  of  An- 
glo-Saxon ca]tital  and  enteqirise,  and  the  large  exodus  of  the  na- 
tives of  the  soil,  have  been  of  advantage  to  the  couutrv.  it  i.s  dilli- 
cult  to  determine  in  the  face  of  the  conflicting  testinionv  furnished 
respectively  by  English  and  Irish  partisans.  It  seems  reasonaVjle 
to  conclude  that  an  iniproveineni  must  have  taken  place  under 
tliese  cirenmatiinces.  But  this  is  not  the  place  to  argue  the  polit- 
ical (piestions  so  often  agitated  tliere  and  elsewheiv;  it  is  enough 
for  the  purpose  of  this  work  tu  sliuw  the  poverty  of  twenty  years 
ago,  and  the  vice  resulting  from  it  now,  and  to  remind  the  reader 
that  becjiuse  of  tlie  lamentable  manner  in  which  the  Iiish  have 
suffered  in  their  own  country,  we  must  be  taxed  in  New  York  for 
the  sup{K>rt  in  hos]>itals,  alms-houses,  and  prisons,  of  the  women 
whose  poveity  comju'lled  their  crime. 

Question,  if  VOIR  MOTHER  HAD  .:VNV  BUSINESS  INDEPEND- 
ENT OF  yOlK   F.VTUEK,  WHAT  W.\S   IT? 

\foili«Tw*  hu'ini-.-*.  Viim»tt>n,  Mnthi'n*  fauainen.  NtimlMfB. 

No  hidf|:H.-udent  business  1880          Bakers 4 

Dri'ss-iiiiikoia    ....  35          Hut-trininiers       ...  3 

Tailnresse:*       ....  26  '      xMilllners 3 

S».'llmstre^st;s      ....  12           ArtitiiMtil  Flower-maker  1 

Store-kecfiers  ....  9          Mu.«i(;  teacher    ....  1 

Boar(iinj.'-liouse-kecpers    .  .7          Nurse 1 

Ser\'ants 6          Tniliri'llii-maker     ...  1 

A'est-makers     ....  6  '     Honse-fli';iiii>r      ...  1 

Laundresses    ....  41                     Total      .     .     .  2000 

Only  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  two  thousand  women  uuswer 
that  their  mothers  had  any  business  indejx^ndent  of  their  fathers, 
and  they  were  mostly  of  the  same  ill-paid  class  as  those  alluded 
to  in  the  portion  referring  to  the  occupations  of  the  women  them- 
selves. The  exceptions  were,  boarding-house,  store,  and  bakery- 
keejjers,  amounting  to  twenty  only,  the  remaining  one  hundred 
being  servants  or  needle-women.  The  fact  that  even  this  number 
found  it  necessary  t^  augment  the  income  of  their  families  by 
their  own  exertions  is  anotlier  evidence  of  poverty. 

Quexlimi.  DiD  YOr  ASSIST  KITIIER  YOIR  F.^THEB  OK  MOTHKB  IN 
THEIlf  hrSINE.SS?      If  so,  which  of  THE.M/ 
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Assisted  neither  parent 1515 

*'        botli  parents 149 

«        mutliers SOB 

«       faHiew 30         _ 

Totals 485     15l5 

485 

A^i^ate 2000 

To  this  question,  thirty  women  reply  that  they  weir  in  the 
habit  of  assisting  their  fathers,  three  hundred  and  six  say  they  as- 
sisted their  mothers,  ;ind  one  hundre<l  !Uid  forty-nine  aasisted  both 
parents.  The  two  latter  answers,  embracing  four  hundred  and 
fifty-five  cases,  must  be  construed  to  mean  such  assistance  in  the 
ordinary  work  of  a  family  as  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  cliildren. 
The  residue  say  that  they  never  assisted  either  father  or  mother, 
or,  in  other  words,  that  they  were  brought  up  in  habits  of  idleness, 
which  can  scarcely  have  forsaken  them  in  after-life,  and  proba- 
bly had  some  cxmsiilerable  agency  in  their  fall. 

Question.  I3  YOUR  FATHER  LIVING,  OB  HOW  OLD  WAS  YOP 
WHEN  HE  DIED? 

Agrt-  Hi  ffcrhorii'  death.  N'r'ilwr*. 

Fathers  living 651 

Under  5  years 289 

From    5    "     to  10  years 208 

"     10    *•     to  16     " 252 

"     15    '•     to  20     " 389 

Unaacert^ined 211 

Totals 1349    ~~65l 

1349 

Aggregate 2UU0 

Question.  Is   YOLTK    MOTHER   LIVING,  OB   HOW   OLD  WAS   YOU 

WHEN  .SHE  DIED? 

Mothers  living 766 

Under  5  years 268 

Prom    5     "     to  10  years 195 

"    10    «     to  15    " 277 

"    15    "     to  20    « 281 

Unascertained 213 

Totals 1234      "766 

1234 

Aggregate 2000 

From  the  preceding  tables,  it  appears  that  more  than  half  of 
these  women  are  orjihans,  1349  of  them  have  lost  their  fathers, 
and  1234  were  deprived  of  their  mothers.  In  both  cases,  the 
ages  of  the  children  at  the  death  of  their  parents  are  in  nearly  the 
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Hjune  ratio;  thus,  two  huiidrt'il  imd  figliiy-iiiue  fathei^  aiid  two 
hiiridrcJ  and  sixty-eight  mothers  died  whou  ilioir  eiiildren  were 
undtT  five  yeiu-s  of  iige;  Iwu  hundit'd  iiml  liglit  IUiIilts  and  ouc 
Imndred  and  niiiety-tive  mothers  died  when  their  childiva  were 
under  ten  years  of  age;  two  hundred  and  lifty-two  hnkcr.-  and 
two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  mothers  died  when  their  eiiildren 
^ere  under  fifteen  yeai-s  of  age.  The  average  of  the  deaths  of 
either  pareiit  will  therefort?  hv,  when  the  ehildren  were 

Under  5  j'ears  of  ago 279 

Prom    5     "  to  10  yeare 202 

"    10    "  to  15    " 265 

and  the  aggregate  result  that  1479  parents  died  before  their  daugh- 
ters had  reachetl  the  iige  at  which  a  female  most  needs  aid  and 
advice. 

At  any  time  and  under  any  cire.um.«itances  the  thought  of  death 
is  disjiiriting.  The  idea  of  rending  all  earthl}'  ties;  of  bur.-=ting 
iisunder  bonds  which  have  formed  fijr  years  a  pait  of  our  \t?ry  ex- 
istence, of  leaving  the  world  with  its  joys  and  pleasures,  its  cares 
and  griefs,  for  the  "nndi.sc^jvereii  bourne,"  is  appalling  in  contem- 
plation; more  apjialling  still  when  the  family  circle  is  invaded, 
and  a  father  whom  we  have  revered,  or  a  mother  whom  we  havt 
loved,  is  taken  from  us. 

The  death  of  a  father  is  a  sad  calamity  for  his  children ;  the 
hand  that  has  itounslicd  and  protected  them,  that  has  toiled  fur 
their  su[)poil,  is  cold  in  the  grave;  their  earthly  support  is  gone. 
Rut  a  more  gn'evous  affliction  still  is  the  death  of  a  mother.  It 
is  she  to  whom  the  children  look  in  all  their  iuihnt  siilferings;  it 
is  her  ear  that  is  ever  opi^n  to  their  sorrows;  it  is  her  bosom  on 
which  they  are  pillowed  in  sickness;  her  care  which  guides  their 
stejis  in  infiincy  ;  her  love  which  wants  them  of  the  dangers  that 
menace  them  in  after  life,  Rcn'fl  of  a  mother's  watchful  tt-nder- 
nes.s,  they  an*  comparatively  alone  in  the  world,  and  many  of  their 
sorrows  must  be  dat<'d  from  that  event. 

The  answers  to  these  questions  are  full  of  material  for  moumfu' 
reflection,  and  strongly  indicate  the  increasied  resjionsibilities  of 
surviving  relatives  toward  the  orphans.  This  point  h.-xs  been  al- 
ready s<j  strongly  insisted  upon  that  it  would  be  a  needless  reiter- 
ation to  argue  its  nece.'^ity. 

Qiieslioii.  Do  YOr  DRINK  INTOXICATING  UQUOB?  If  SO,  TO 
WH.'IT   EXTENT? 
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llrlt-ut  \untt>'r». 

Po  not  drink  liquor 359 

Prink  inoiji'iutely 647 

"      iiiti-nijienitflj' 75-1 

Habitiml  Jnilikanls 240 

TotaLs 1641       359 

ItUl 

Aggregate 2000    . 

X-  may  be  assuiued  as  uii  ultnost  invariabli'  rule,  that  tum  U'sana 
in  ad  countries  are  in  the  habit  of  ibiing  alcoholic  stimulants  to  a 
grea-,er  or  less  degree,  in  oi-der  to  maintain  that  artificial  state  of 
excitement  which  is  indisjR^nsably  necessary  to  their  calling.  One 
of  the  class  in  Ix>ndon  said  to  Mr.  Mayhew,  whi-n  he  wtus  making 
the  ijiquiries  alluded  to  in  the  chapters  upon  English  jirostitutioii, 
".Vo(/>>/.y  c"orLi>  kud  the  lift  at  do  irithout  '/in  "  i"'<i  drinking  is 
imdoubtedly  universal  among  abandoned  women.  Even  accord- 
ing to  the  most  favorable  view  of  the  replicji  to  the  query  now 
under  coi:aidei-atiun,  and  admitting  thein  to  b«'  strictly  correct,  it 
will  be  found  that  five  sixths  of  the  total  number  confess  they  are 
in  the  habit  of  using  intoxicating  liquors.  But  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  fiets  already  asceitained  in  other  ca.ses,  the  inquirer  will 
be  compelled  t(]  Ix^lieve  that  this  is  not  the  whole  truth,  for  it  i.s 
almost  certain  that  the  three  hundred  and  fifty -nine  who  claim  to 
be  total  alxstinents  indulge  themselves  in  occasional  potations.  In 
prosecuting  investigations  like  the  present,  there  are  many  diffi- 
culties to  encounter.  A  woman  wbo  is  found  residing  in  a  house 
of  ill  fame  will  .sean'oly  attcmjit  to  deny  that  she  is  a  jirostitute, 
although  even  this  hiis  l)een  done  in  s<iine  cases,  yet  she  will 
equivocate  ujxm  other  matters.  The  facts  of  her  birth,  family, 
and  life  will  probably  be  given  correctly,  because  there  exists  no 
motive  for  enneeidment :  but  the  answei-s  to  any  questions  which 
she  deems  degrading,  such  as  relate,  for  example,  to  her  habits  or 
the  state  of  her  hcidth,  must  be  received  with  sonie  considerable 
allowance,  and  compared  with  well -ascertained  facts. 

Among  the  more  arist<X'nitit;  pivistitutt-s  it  is  considered  a  dis- 
grace to  be  absolutely  int«i.xicated.  and  the  keejier  of  a  first-class 
house  would  scan'ely  retain  a  boarder  who  was  addicted  to  habit- 
nal  inebriety.  Still,  the  most  fa.stidious  are  ready  and  eager  to 
sell  champagne,  or  what  pa.sses  for  it.  to  any  visitor  of  liberal  di.^- 
fM-)sition,  and  will  generally  eoudeseend  to  a.ssist  him  to  drink  it, 
of  course  inviting  all  the  ladies  to  participate.  In  the  lower 
grades  it  is  not  deeTne<I  disreput,nble  to  Iv  inebriated,  but  tin-  pro- 
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prietors,  knowing  intoxication  would  interfere  with  their  business, 
interdict  it  until  late  at  uight,  when  "  the  mirth  and  fun  gruws  fast 
and  furious,"  and  when  visiu>rs,  women,  proprietors,  bar-keeix-rs, 
and  servants  hequeutly  ail  contrive  to  be  drunk,  and  close  the 
Dight  with  u  general  saturnalia.  The  following  morning,  every 
thing  is  changed.  The  projirietor  takes  his  stand  behind  the 
bar,"  and  tenders  the  inmates,  as  they  appear,  their  •'  bitters," 
uiimely  a  bumper  of  raw  spirits.  The  visitors*  depart  about  their 
business,  and  the  women  awiiit,  with  all  the  jiatienue  they  can 
connnand,  the  result  of  another  day's  campjugn.  anxiously  watch- 
ing for  any  contingency  which  may  arise  likely  to  bring  tlnrn 
another  glass  of  liquor.  Even  in  this  ease  they  are  narrowly 
watched,  and  as  soon  as  the  depression  from  the  previous  night's 
debauch  hits  been  overcome,  they  must  either  take  "temperance 
drinks,"  or  colored  water,  when  any  stray  customer  invites  them 
to  the  bar.  Our  decided  iriipression  is  thai  not  itm-  jirr  cent,  of  the 
prmtitutes  in  A^ewYork  practiw  their  calling  icithout  jmrliiking  of  in- 
toxicating drinks. 

The  effects  of  this  habit  are  well  known.  In  the  first  instance 
the  woman  drinks  but  little,  probably  just  enough  to  cause  a 
slight  artificial  excitement,  and  bring  a  color  to  her  cheeks.  Af- 
ter a  time  the  proportion  must  be  increased  as  the  effect  u|)on  the 
system  is  dimini.shcd,  until  the  finale  is  a  habit  of  confinned  and 
Cfinstimt  drinking.  As  a  general  rule,  the  horrible  consequences 
then  become  apparent.  The  whole  frame  is  relaxed,  and  every 
movement  of  the  linihs  is  a  motion  of  uncertainty ;  the  brain  is 
impaired  ;  the  reasoning  faculties  are  destroye<l ;  the  powere  of  the 
stomach  and  digestive  organs  are  weakened,  and  an  attack  of  de- 
lirium tremens  is  the  ultimatum,  usually  cured,  if  cured  at  all,  at 
the  public  expen.se  in  a  hospital  or  pri.son. 

A  work  of  fiction,  published  some  ten  years  ago,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing truthful  account  of  the  effects  of  drunkenness  on  prosti- 
tutes, by  one  of  whom  the  words  are  .snpjiosed  to  Ik-  used: 

'•  I  must  have  drink.  Such  as  live  like  me  could  not  l>ear  life 
without  drink.  It's  the  only  thing  to  keep  us  from  suicide.  If 
we  did  not  drink  we  could  not  stand  the  memory  of  what  we  have 
been,  and  the  thought  of  what  we  are,  for  a  day.  If  I  go  without 
food  and  without  shelter,  I  mu.i?t  have  my  dram.  Oh !  what  aw- 
ful night«  I  have  had  in  prison  for  want  of  it."  She  glared  round 
with  terrified  eyes  as  if  dreading  to  sec  some  supeniatura!  creature 
near  her,  and  then  continued :  ''It  is  dreadful  to  see  them.    There 
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they  go  rouud  and  rouiid  my  bed  the  whole  night  through.  My 
mother  carnnng  my  baby,  and  sister  Mary,  and  all  Itxiking  at  nn- 
witli  their  siid  stony  eyes.  Oh !  it  is  terrible.  They  doiil  turn 
back  either,  bm  pass  behind  tlje  head  of  the  bed,  and  I  feel  their 
eyes  on  me  every  where.  If  I  creej>  under  tlie  clothes  I  still  see 
them,  and,  what  is  worse,  they  see  me.  1  mast  /nn't-  ihitik.  I  can 
iiot  pass  hi-niijlit  tviOiout  a  dram.     J  dure  uof."^ 

Although  this  is  an  imaginary  pieture  its  count«Tpan  can  be  seen 
at  almost  any  time  in  the  hospiUils  under  the  ehiu'ge  of  the  Gov- 
eniors  of  the  Alms  House  on  Blackwell's  Island,  New  York  Citv, 
where  large  nimihers  of  such  etuses  are  eonstuntly  treated.  In 
185-4,  in  the  Peait*^'ntiary  Uo.'^pital  alone,  more  than  fourteen  hun- 
dre<l  jwrsons  received  medical  assistiinee  for  delirium  tremens  and 
other  maladies  arising  from  excess  in  drinking.  Tliis  fact  induced 
the  reniiirks  in  the  rejK)rt  for  that  year,  that  the  "eases  actually 
treated  here  iluring  the  last  year  were  directly  caused  by  the  low- 
est and  foulest  kin<ls  of  <lissi|.atioii  and  vice,  a  fact  which  sjieuks 
trumjH't-tongued  in  favor  ofslmtliug  up  'grogshops,'  and  shows 
the  aljsojiite  necessity  uf  adopting  some  j)lan  whereby  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  prostitution  now  among  us  shall  be  decreased."" 
Suice  then  an  alteratiun  in  the  law  has  sentenced  drunken  persons 
to  an  incarceration  in  the  City  Prison,  and  the  numl)er  sent  to 
BiackwcH's  Island  has  diiiiini.shed,  but  not  to  the  extent  which 
would  be  supjMised,  as,  during  1857,  the  hospitals  thereon  siftbrdcd 
relief  to  seven  hundred  and  ninety -one  inebriates. 

The  fearful  havoc  u|x)n  the  foustittitii>n  is  produce<l  as  well  by 
the  quality  as  the  quantity  of  the  lit|Uors  consumed.  Let  any  mau 
not  thoroughly  informed  on  these  subjects  iJisle  agla.ss  of  the  com- 
pounds retailed  at  these  places,  and  he  will  lie  immediately  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  quite  as  judicious  an  act  to  swallow  the 
siime  quantity  of  atinphene  or  sulphuric  acid  if  diluti'd,  sweetened, 
and  colored.  The  various  liquors,  gin,  rtmi,  brandy,  whisky,  or 
wine,  havmg  nothing  in  common  with  the  genuine  articles  of  com- 
merce but  the  name,  are  .so  many  varieties  of  the  cheapest  ami 
most  poisonous  "  raw  .spirits"  that  the  markets  affonl.  and  are 
manufactured  in  this  city  in  large  quantities  to  meet  the  ilemands 
arising  from  such  places.  Instances  have  been  known  where 
liquors  subsequently  sold  in  houses  of  ill  fame  as  pure  French 

'  Mm-y  Barton,  t)y  Mm.  Gankell,  vol.  i.,  p.  2.'i8  (London  pdition.) 
Report  of  the  Ro«ident  Physician,  Blackwell'i)  Uand.  to  the  Goremors  of  the 
Alms  House,  MRi,  p.  26. 
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brandy  have  Ix^en  furuisheil  h\  wholesale  dealers  at  prices  raug- 
ing  from  thirty-six  to  tifty  ei-nts  a  grdlon.  There  may  be  exwji- 
tions;  some  few  brothels  of  the  higher  ruuk  may  sell  what  is  cull- 
ed "good  liquor,"  but  they  are  very  rare  indeed.  Is  it  any 
matter  of  surprise  that  druiikentiess,  or,  more  pr-operly  speaking, 
stupefactiim  and  insensibility  tax-  so  rife;  that  so  many  ciinstitu- 
•.ions  are  ruined  and  .so  many  characters  destroyed  when  agencies 
like  these  are  lolerjiled? 

Question.  Dm  VOIR  f-ATHKK  DRINK  IXTOXICATING  LIQIORS? 
Ir  so,  TO  WH.\T  KXTEXT? 

F«ili<-ni'  linl.it-.  -'iimWr- 

Did  not  driuk  liquor 548 

Drunk  iiuxlerately 63t> 

•'       intoinjicrately 590 

I'DBScertained 220 

Totals 1452     548 

1452 

Aggregate 2000 

QlieStioii.  iHV  VOIR  MOTHER  DRINK  INTOXICATINU  LlylOHS? 
It  so,  TO  WHAT  EXTEXT? 

"ri'llT-"  hlllrll"  Niimli  r». 

Did  imt  drink  liquor 875 

Drunk  iiirMlfrut«.-i}' 514 

"       iiiteiiijierately 347 

Unaijcertiiiued 2U4 

Totals 112J     875 

—  1125 
Aggre^t« 2000 

How  nmi.i)  uf  thi-  intemj)erate  habits  of  these  women  nm>;  Ik." 
traced  to  the  influence  of  the  parent's  example?  One  thou>iind 
four  hundred  and  fifty-two  fathers;  one  lliousaud  one  hundred 
and  twenty-tive  mothers,  are  i-epresented  an  having  Vx'en  addicted 
to  the  um-  of  liquors  in  various  degrees,  tin-  modeiatc  in  both  eases 
exceeding  the  intemperate  drinkei-s.  .Vin!  yet  even  moderate 
drinking,  when  pursued  by  parents  in  the  pifsence  of,  or  tn  the 
knowledge  of  children,  is  a  practice  open  t(j  the  gravest  een.-iure. 
In  the  mind  of  a  child  any  action  is  deemed  right  if  performed  by 
a  father  or  mother.  As  the  children  advance  in  years  parentid 
customs  are  followed,  and,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  probabh-  the 
single  glass  of  beer  or  wine  of  the  father  lays  the  foundation  o( 
intemjjerance  in  the  children.  Without  undertaking  to  arguf  the 
question  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  total  abstinence  froiti  all 
liquors  under  all  circumstances,  the  proposition  may  be  seriously 
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.•iiibmitted  that  the  effect  of  this  personal  example  ujv>n  chiMreu 
is  satisfactorily  ascertiiimil.  from  iiiau y  different  sources,  to  bo  prej- 
udicial to  their  V)est  iiiterestj*,  and  a  natural  deduction  therefore  is 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  parents  to  abstain. 

Instances  are  upon  record  where  both  fathei's  and  mothers,  in 
the.  temporary  insjuiity  of  intoxication,  have  turned  their  daugh- 
ters from  home  into  the  streets,  and  that,  too,  in  eases  whi-re  not 
even  the  remotest  grounds  exist«'d  for  any  suspicion  of  inipi-ojx;r 
conduct  on  the  purl  of  these  children.  Occurrences  like  this  are 
sufficient  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  temperance  on  the  part  of 
parent.*,  in  view  of  the  fearful  responsibility  which  rests  upon 
them. 

Qiiejition.  Were  your  parents  Protestants,  Catholics,  or 

NON-PROFESSORS  ? 

Ppnteatants 960 

Roman  Catholics 977 

JJoii-jircifessoni 63 

Total 2000 

Queisiimi.  Were  vou  trained  to  any  religion  ?  If  &o,  ivas 
it  Protestant  or  C.\tholic? 

Protestant 972 

Roman  Catholic 977 

No  religious  training 51 

Total 2000 

QuefiiuH.  Do  YOU  profess  the  same  religion  now? 

I'TofrMlnn  Nnmbrn. 

Prjfess  religion  as  educated 1909 

Non- professors 91 

Total 2000 

Qujtstiou.  Ht)w  LoxQ  IS  it  since  you  have  observed  ant 

OF   ITS   KKyriKKMENTS? 

Time.  \ninlipn.  TUiif.  Vimilvra. 

1  ywr  and  under.  .  861  EVom  7  years  to    8  years .    42    • 

From  1  "  "    to2  vears.  .  310        "     8    "      «    9     ♦'     .    20 

"     2    "     "  3    "     .  .  226        "     9    "     «  10     "     .    36 

"     3     '     "4     "     .  .  135        "    10    "      "  12     *'     .    -20 

"     4     "     "  5     "     .  .  106  Unascertained 130 

"     5    "    "  6    «     .  .    72  Totals 2000 

«    6    «    «  1    «    .  .    42  ; 

It  certainly  seems  a  very  incongruous  association  to  conii<>cr 
religion  and  prostitution  ;  to  place  in  juxUifXisition  tlie  most  noble 
aspirations  of  which  the  mind  is  capable,  and  the  lowest  degrada- 
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tiou  to  which  the  Itody  can  ik-scfiul.  But  such  a  contrast  ia  not 
without  iu  moral.  It  i.s  not  too  givat  a  stret<!h  of  imagination  to 
supjKwe  that  nl' those  uiifurtuuati'  wonieii  who  .subsequently  last 
their  position  iu  society,  some  had  the  advantages  of  an  early 
Christian  education;  were  taught  to  lielieve  in  and  reverence  the 
Inspired  W'ritiugx;  were  taught  that  there  is  a  God  who  judgeth 
the  world,  and  that  there  exists  for  all  a  future  sUkte.  Reiiectiug 
upon  thiii,  and  considering  how  de]i!oni1)lv  such  have  fallen  fi'om 
the  ol>servanee  of  pi'eeepts  ineuleated  in  the  days  of  childhood,  all 
pereons  will  teel  the  necessity  of  watchfulness  and  cjiif  that  the 
{latne  fate  dtK'.-*  not  befall  tlieni.selves  or  their  connections.  The 
facts  may  teaeli  another  lesson.  It  may  Ik-  presumed  that  some 
of  these  women  were  trained  in  the  rigid  and  austere  manner  ani- 
madverted upon  in  the  remarks  on  the  eau.ses  of  prostitution,  and 
that  their  present  career  is  Imt  the  reeoil  fjom  that  uniiatural  re- 
Bti'aint.  Sneh  conclusion  would  ulTonl  a  .solemn  warning  to  all 
who  have  charge  ul'the  educjition  of  eliildi-en  t<j  choose  the  hap|iy 
mean  between  the  extremes  ol'  careles.s  la.xity  and  excessive  harsh- 
ness. Either  course  is  alike  faUd  to  the  welfare  of  their  trust,  and 
must  end  in  disapixiiutment  and  .sorrow. 

If  it  were  consistent  with  projiriety,  it  would  not  be  {xjssible  to 
make  any  comparison  between  the  results  ot  Protestant  and  Ro- 
man Catliolie  teachings,  becun.se  of  the  nearly  equal  nmnber  in  each 
ease.  In  the  table  e.\!iibitnig  the  religions  prole.«.seil  by  the  par- 
ents tlieiv  an'  seventeen  more  Roman  Catholics  than  Protestants; 
in  the  table  of  the  religions  profi's.'ied  by  the  prostitutes  them- 
selves there  are  five  more  Roninn  Catholic.s  than  Protestant.s.  The 
relative  value  of  the  two  creeds  as  rules  of  life  can  not  therefore 
1h^  made  the  subject  of  argument  from  sueh  data.  So  far  aa  our 
duties  to  the  Almighty,  to  our  fellow-men,  and  to  ourselves — so 
far  as  the  obligations  to  virtue  and  morality  are  concerned,  the 
adherents  of  both  [lartfes  an-  agn^ed,  and  in  the  investigation  of 
the  ititrieate  scx-ial  problem  of  iemale  depnivity  it  mfttters  but  lit- 
tle whether  a  majority  of  the  pitiable  subjects  of  the  inquiry  were 
edueat<Hl  in  the  tenets  of  the  Church  of  Ronu"  or  iu  the  doctrines 
of  the  Relbiination.  If  the  articles  of  faith  of  either  Church  are 
hotiestly  observed  by  those  who  professedly  believe  in  them,  they 
will  be  effective  in  preventing  immorality  ;  but  when  this  oKsen*- 
ance  is  confined  to  words,  and  not  exemplified  by  actions,  neither 
the  simplt!  rituals  of  Protestantism  nor  the  more  elaborate  and  ar- 
tiBtieally  arrangeil  ceremonials  of  Roman  Catholicism  can  be  of 
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any  avail.  Neither,  if  our  lives  accord  not  with  our  profession, 
will  it  make  an  iota  of  difference  in  our  fiiture  destiny  whether 
we  have  bowed  the  knee  in  a  temple  devoted  to  Roman  Catholic 
service  Ix-fore  the  image  of  a  crucified  Savior,  and  endenvorcn:!  to 
train  our  thought"*  to  a  contemplation  of  his  mercy  and  lieneli- 
cenee,  or  have  knelt  in  a  Protestant  Church,  and  there  joined  in 
the  public  confession  that  we  are  sinnere. 

The  facta  exhibited  in  the  tables  show  that  1937  women  had 
parents  who  were  professedly  members  of  one  or  the  other  of 
these  communions;  that  1949  women  out  of  2000  were  taught  to 
believe  in  the  necessity  of  some  religion,  and  that  l!t09  of  these 
women  still  assert  their  confidence  in  the  creed  in  which  they 
were  educated. 

It  can  not  be  expected  that,  living  in  the  constant  practice  of 
that  which  their  consciences  must  te^ich  them  is  sinfid,  these  wom- 
en would  have  continued  to  observe  the  outward  form  of  religion. 
By  eoiiiparing  the  table  uptni  this  point  with  the  one  franie«l  from 
the  replies  to  the  question,  "  For  what  length  of  time  have  you 
been  a  prostitute?"  it  will  be  observed  that  1674  admit  they  have 
been  prostitutes  for  six  years  and  upward,  and  1710  confess  they 
have  neglected  to  observe  the  requirements  of  religion  for  the 
same  space  of  time ;  a  coincidence  which  leads  us  charitably  to 
suppose  that  the  crime  and  the  omission  are  nearly  parallel,  so  far 
as  dates  are  concerned,  and  that  hypocritical  jjrofcssions  of  relig- 
ion do  not  rank  among  prostitutes'  offenses. 

But  even  with  their  neglect  of  the  outward  requirement*  of 
faith,  and  while  in  the  actual  commission  of  known  and  acknowl- 
edged sin,  they  still  preserve  many  traits  which  are  much  to  their 
credit.  They  pcw^sess  one  of  the  chief  virtues  belonging  to  the 
female  character,  which  never  .seems  to  become  extinct  or  materi- 
ally impaired ;  namely,  kindness  to  each  other  when  sick  or  des- 
titute, and  indeed  to  all  who  are  in  suffering  or  distress.  This 
has  attracted  the  attention,  and  called  forth  the  admiration,  of 
every  one  who  has  been  thrfiwn  into  contact  with  them.  A  very 
touching  instance  of  these  amiable  teelings  occurred  some  years 
ago,  and  is  narrated  in  the  Westminster  Review  for  July,  I860. 
A  poor  girl,  who  was  rapidly  sinking  into  a  decline,  alter  a  short 
but  impetuous  course  of  infamy,  had  no  mi-aiis  of  support  but 
from  the  continued  exercise  of  her  calling.  With  a  mixture  of 
kindness  and  conscientiousness  which  may  well  surprise  us  under 
the  circumstances,  her  companions  in  degradation  resolved  among 
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themselves  that,  as  ihi-v  sjiiil,  "at  Iwust  she  should  not  be  com 
pelled  to  die  in  sin,"  and  contributed  from  their  own  sad  earningrt 
H  sufficient  SOU!  to  einible  her  to  pass  her  lew  remaiumg  days  in 
i'<jiniurr  an(i  repentanee. 

This  is  far  I'nun  ln-ing  an  exc<'pti(>mil  cas*\  An  exU^'nded  hos- 
piiiil  experience  lias  bn)Ught  uiuler  our  pei-sonal  observation  many 
acts  of  real  synipathy  and  kimlness  toward  each  other  among  the 
prostitute  class.  If  one  of  their  number  is  discharged,  and  is  un- 
provided with  suitable  clothing,  they  will  club  their  scanty  re- 
souret's  to  supply  her  needs,  ffi'quently  coutiibuting  articles  they 
really  want  themselves.  In  any  ease  of  st^rious  sickness,  where 
prom|)t  attention  is  required,  they  form  most  reliable  nurses,  and 
will  cheerfully  siicriliee  their  own  rest  at  any  time  to  minister  to 
the  sufferer,  performing  their  duties  with  the  utmost  care  and 
tenderness.  Their  fidelity  to  each  other  is  strongly  marked.  It 
is  literally  impossible,  in  any  ease  where  a  breach  of  di.scipline  has 
occurred,  to  Und  a  woman  who  will  bear  witnes-s  against  any  of 
her  companions,  antl  neither  threat.s  nor  promises  are  suftieiently 
jHitent  to  extnu-t  the  ilesired  information. 

These  traits  iire  not  .submitted  with  any  intention  of  offering 
them  as  an  equivalent  to  the  morality  which  hius  heen  violated, 
but  merely  to  prove  that  heai'ts  which  can  conceive  and  execute 
such  kindly  purpo.se.s  can  not  be  entirely  lost  to  the  sense  of  vir- 
tue or  the  claims  of  iM^nevoleuee.  Truly  they  are  but  as  an  atom 
in  the  balance,  but.  like  an  oasis  in  the  desert,  they  sliow  that  all 
is  not  arid  and  sterile. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

"NEW  YOKK. — PROSTITITKS  AND   HOUSES  OF   HKOSTITL'TION. 

Fiisi  CluM,  or  "Parlor  Houses." — Luxury. — Semi-refincnieni. — Rate  of  Board.— 
Dress.  —  Moiiev. — Lavish  ExtravB(;«neo.  —  lustance  of  Ecfinomy. — Means  of 
Aiiiusemeni. — Houh<.'-keefkT8. — licnts. — Kstiinatetl  Receipts. — ManaKement  ot 
Huuses. — Assumed  Resjiectabilily. — Cunseqaeiiees  of  Exactiuiis  from  Prostitutes. 
— Afl'eitiun  for  Lovers. — Second  Class  Houses. — Strcct-wnlkers. — Dmiikeiine^ii. 
— Syphilitic  Infecliun. — Third  Class  Houses. — Germaas. — Sailor». — Ball-rooms. 
— Intoxication. — Fourth  Class  Houses. — Repulsive  Features. — Visitors. — Action 
of  the  Police. — First  Class  Houses  of  Asaixnalion. — Secrecy  and  Exclusivene^s. 
— Keeixirv. — .\rran(;enicnts. — Visitors. — Orifrin  of  some  Houses  of  Assipnntion. 
—Prevalence  of  Imripie.— Foreitm  Manners. — Effects  of  Travel. — Dress. — Sec- 
ond Class  Houses. — Vijitors. — Prostitutes. — Arranpemenu. — Wine  and  Liqoor. 
— Thinl  Class  Houses. — Kept  Mistresses. — Sewinp  and  Shop  Girls. — Disease. — 
Fourth  Cla.ss  Houses. — "Panel  Houses." 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  hen*  to  say  somewhat  concerning  the 
iTianner  of  life  among  prostitutes ;  how  they  occupy  the  time,  and 
what  facilities  they  possets  for  mental  or  bodily  recreation.  The 
domestic  life  of  a  number  of  women  whose  every  action  is  con- 
trary ti)  all  the  niles  of  virtue,  who  are  living  in  the  consUiiit  vio- 
latiou  of  the  law,  with  a  dail}'  subsistence  contributed  by  those 
whose  folly  or  passions  make  them  visitors  to  their  abode,  can  not 
but  posses.s  ironsiderable  interest  to  all  who  have  followed  thus  far 
in  this  painful  task.  In  entering  upon  the  subject,  the  endeavor 
will  be  to  give  such  particulars  as  will  enable  the  reader  to  fonn 
satisfactory  conclusions,  without  recording  what  would  merely 
minister  to  a  prurient  curiosity.  The  object  is  to  give  informa- 
tion as  explicitly  as  possible  without  offending  die  most  sensitive 
di'licacy,  wounding  the  most  refined  feelings,  or  unnecessarily 
parading  these  {x>or  women  before  the  public  eye.  The  subject 
is  invested  with  such  an  array  of  real  and  palpable  horrors  as  to 
render  minecessary  any  endeavor  to  excite  undue  emotion  by 
penetrating  the  mysteries  of  the  .saturnalia. 

There  is  a  wide  diversity  among  the  variotis  grades  of  prosti- 
tutes in  New  York.  The  first  class  fire  tluwe  who  reside  in  what 
are  t<'chnically  called  •' Parlor  Houses."  These  very  seldom  leave 
their  abodes,  unless  for  the  purpose  of  making  purchases  of  di-ess, 
jewelry,  or  articles  of  toilette,  of  taking  an  afternoon  promenade  on 
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the  fashionable  side  oIBroiulway,  excepting  when  they  accompany 
their  lovers  or  visitors  in  a  ride,  or  tu  some  public  place  of  amuse- 
ment. These  utterly  repudiate  the  luinie  of  "strt^et-walkers,"  aud 
very  seldom  perform  any  aet  in  public  which  would  expose  them 
to  reprobation,  or  attract  the  attentiuii  of  the  police.  They  assume 
to  be,  and  are,  in  fuel,  the  most  respectiiblc  of  their  class,  if  any 
respectability  ciui  \)e  associated  with  .so  vicious  a  course.  Being 
almost  invuriably  young  and  handsome,  and  always  very  well 
dressed,  they  pass  through  the  streetjj  without  their  real  character 
being  suspected  by  the  uninitiated. 

The  houses  in  which  this  eJass  of  courtesans  reside  are  furnish- 
ed with  a  lavish  display  of  luxury,  scarcely  in  accordance  with 
the  dictates  of  gcxxl  ta;5te  however,  and  mostly  exhibiting  a  quan- 
tity of  nuigniticent  furniture  crowded  together  without  taste  or 
judgment  fur  the  sake  of  ostentation.  The  most  costly  cabinet 
and  upholstery  work  is  freely  employed  in  their  decoration,  par- 
ticularly in  the  rooms  used  as  reception  ptirlors.  Large  mirrors 
adorn  the  walls,  which  are  freiiueutly  hand.soniely  frescoed  and 
gilt.  Paintings  aud  engravings  in  rich  fratnes,  vases  and  statuettes, 
add  their  charms.  Carjx^ts  of  luxurious  softness  cover  tlie  fliwrs, 
while  sofas,  ottomans,  and  easy  chairs  alxnnid.  Music  has  its  rep- 
resentative in  a  beautiful  pianoforte,  upon  which  some  professed 
player  is  paid  a  liberal  salary  to  perform.  Even  the  bed-cham- 
bers, passages,  halls,  and  stairways  are  furnished  in  a  similar  style. 
In  such  an  abode  as  this  probably  dwell  from  three  to  ten  prosti- 
tutes, each  paying  weekly  for  her  Ixjard  from  ten  to  sixteen  dol- 
lars, exclusive  of  extras,  which  will  Ix-  noticed  hereafter.  Their 
active  life  comprises  about  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  daily,  ranging 
from  noon  to  midnight,  or  early  morning.  Their  Visitora  are 
mostly  of  what  may  be  called  the  aristoi-nitic  class;  young,  mid- 
dle aged,  and  even  old  men  of  property,  of  all  callings  and  pro- 
fessions; any  one  who  cau  comman<l  a  lilx'nd  supply  of  money  ia 
welcome,  but  without  this  indispensable  requisite  his  company  ia 
not  sought  or  appreciated. 

None  of  the  dLsgusting  practices  common  in  houses  of  a  lower 
grade  are  met  witli  here.  There  is  no  palpable  obscenity,  and  but 
little  that  can  outrage  propriety.  Of  course  there  is  a  perfect 
freedom  of  manner  between  prostituti^s  and  visitors,  but  so  far  as 
the  public  eye  can  penetrate,  the  requirements  of  common  decency 
are  not  openly  violated.  Profanity,  as  may  naturally  be  expect- 
ed, exists  to  some  extent ;  it  is  an  almost  invariable  accompani- 
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ment  of  prostitution,  but  even  that  is  divested  of  its  grossness,  and 
is  not  of  frequent  occurrence.  There  is  no  bar-room  or  pubUc 
drinking  jilace  in  the  house,  but  it  is  a  general  custom  for  each 
visitor  to  invite  his  pro  leinjiure  inaiiioratii  and  her  coiiipunions  in 
take  champagne  with  hirn,  which  is  supplied  by  the  keeper  of  the 
place  :tt  the  charge  of  three  dollars  a  bottle.  As  i-emarked  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  excessive  drunkenness  is  rare,  Iwth  jirostitutes 
imd  keepers  trying  to  suppress  it,  because  an  inti  i.xieated  man 
would  be  hkely  to  give  them  trouble,  damage  their  furniture,  and 
injure  the  reputation  of  the  houisc.  By  means  of  a  small  aperture 
iu  the  front  door,  covered  by  a  wrought-iron  lattice-work,  the  can- 
didates lor  admission  can  be  examined  before  entrance  is  given, 
and  the  door  is  kept  closed  against  any  person  who  is  likely  t*> 
prove  an  anucjyance. 

As  a  natural  con.«equeuce  of  their  position,  the  women  exert  all 
their  powers  of  fiisciuation,  by  ado|)ting  the  latest  and  most  superb 
fashion.s  in  dre.<s,  and  by  a  very  Uisteful  arrangement  of  their  hair, 
fnr  wliich  purjjose  a  bail'  dresser  visits  them  every  day,  charging 
each  woman  two  or  three  dollars  a  week  for  his  assistance.  Be- 
sides these  they  prstctice  a  thou.smd  other  artifices,  unknown  to 
mere  lookei-s  on,  in  order  to  secure  the  favor  of  their  visitors. 

About  three  fourths  of  the  courtesans  of  this  grade  are  natives 
of  the  United  States,  and  mostly  from  New  England  or  the  Mid- 
dle States.  Some  of  them  an-  verj'  well  educated ;  aceomj)Iish- 
ed  musicians  and  artist^;  are  sometimes  found  among  them,  while 
others  sispire  to  literature.  With  the  greater  number  much  ele- 
gance and  refinement  of  manner,  or  a  close  obeervauce  of  what 
may  be  called  the  conventionalities  of  life,  is  seen.  Their  income 
is  large,  but  so  are  their  exjx'nses.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  state 
tliat  their  individual  rewipt.*  very  seldom  fall  .short  of  fiftj-  dol- 
lar per  week.  Frf)m  this  amount  deduct  the  sum  charged  for 
their  board,  an  additional  fee  which  they  pay  the  proprietress  for 
every  visitor  they  entertain,  the  expenses  nf  hiiir-dressing,  per- 
fumer\",  etc.,  the  cost  of  their  washing,  which  is  all  done  at  their 
own  charge,  away  from  tlie  house,  and  must  be  considerable,  and 
the  remainder  will  give  their  expenditure  for  dress.  All  are  not 
equally  extravagant.  Some  seem  Ui  consider  prostitution  a  busi- 
ness, and  act  upon  the  idea  of  saving  as  much  money  as  possible. 
In  one  case  a  woman  asserted  that  she  had  seven  thoiusand  dollars 
in  the  bank,  which  she  had  accumulated  by  prostitution  in  a  few 
years,  and  her  statement  was  confirmed  by  the  captain  of  police 
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for  the  district.  The  eL-onomical  ones  aiv  generally  shrewd,  «il- 
culating  "down-Easters,"  who  argue  that  if  they  can  save  enough 
during  the  zenith  of  their  charioH  to  support  them  when  their  at- 
tractions fail,  or  to  help  them  establish  a  house  of  this  description 
on  their  own  account,  they  are  only  doing  their  duty.  Others 
have  dependent  relatives  whom  they  suppoit,  or  illegitimate  chil- 
dren whom  they  maintain  and  educate,  frequently  appi-opriatiug 
considerable  sums  for  these  purposes,  lu  nearly  all  of  them, 
kindness  toward  the  unfortunate  of  their  own  sex  and  gi*ade  is  a 
striking  trait.  M\ich  iis  they  may  quarrel  among  each  other  when 
all  are  alike  in  health,  let  one  be  visited  with  sickness,  or  over- 
come by  misfortune,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  their  envy  or  jealousy 
is  forgotten,  and  they  freely  contribute  to  her  support 

Their  means  of  amusement  are  limited.  When  the)'  have  no 
visitore  they  generally  indulge  in  a  luxurious  indolence.  For 
any  useful  employment,  such  as  even  sewing  or  fancy  needle- 
work, they  have  but  little  inclination,  and  their  general  refuge 
from  cniiui  is  found  in  reading  novels.  These  are  not,  as  would 
be  generally  supposed,  works  of  Ittscivious  charsicter;  to  these 
they  seem  to  have  an  objection,  most  probably  because  their  own 
experience  has  proved  the  fallacies  of  the  highly-colored  descrip- 
tions of  the  delights  of  love  which  abound  in  such  productions. 
To  one  source  of  recreation  they  are  extremely  partial,  namely, 
driving  in  carriages  some  few  miles  out  of  town,  and  they  fre- 
quently persuatle  their  visittvrs  to  indulge  them  in  tliese  rural  ex- 
cursions. They  are  well  acquainted  with  the  most  pleasant  drives, 
and  know  exactly  where  to  find  quiet  ami  retired  hotels  where  jdl 
the  delicacies  of  the  season  can  be  served  in  the  most  approved 
style.  If  they  can  not  induce  their  friends  to  gratify  them  in  this 
manner,  they  will  endeavor  to  secure  an  invitation  to  take  lunch- 
eon or  oysters  at  some  fiishionable  saloon.  Dress,  gay  life,  and 
excitement  seem  nee<?88ary  to  their  existence. 

And  amid  all  this  array  of  luxurious  homes,  of  splendid  dresses, 
of  comparative  afHuence,  the  question  arises,  Arc  they  happy? 
A  moment's  consideration  wi]l  prompt  the  answer  that  they  can 
not  be.  Continued  indulgenc(»  in  tlu'ir  course  of  life  tends  to 
obliterate  the  sense  of  degradation,  .ind  makes  their  career  almost 
second  nature,  but  even  the  most  confirmed  must  at  times  reflt^X 
The  memory  of  what  they  have  been,  the  thought  of  what  they 
are,  the  dread  of  what  they  must  be,  haunt  their  minds;  con- 
science will  make  itself  heard.     Many  a  po<-)r  girl  dressed  in  silks 


or  salins,  gleaming  with  jewelry,  and  receiving  with  a  gay  wnile 
the  lavish  coiiiplinit'iits  of  her  "  friend,"  is  mentally  racked  with  a 
keen  jippreciatiuu  ui'  hor  true  position.  She  knows  that  the  world 
condemns  her,  and  her  own  heart  admits  the  justice  of  the  ver- 
dict. She  knows  that  he  who  is  w.i  ostentatiously  parading  his  ad- 
miration rcganls  her  but  as  a  purchaiied  instrument  to  minister  to 
his  gratification.  Slic  feels  that  she  is,  emphatically,  alone  in  the 
world,  and  her  merry  hiugli  but  ill  conceals  a  l)roaking  heart. 

These  houses  are  generally  kept  by  middle-aged  women  who 
have  themselves  passed  through  the  initiatory  course  of  a  prosti- 
tute's life.  In  some  cases  they  own  the  real  estate  and  furniture. 
In  others  they  hire  or  lease  the  house,  paying  an  exorbitant  rent 
(often  to  some  wealthy  man  who  considers  himself  a  respectable 
memlier  of  society),  and  provide  their  own  furniture;  in  other 
cases  they  rent  both  house  and  furaitui-e.  In  unr  huiist  in  Otis  city 
the  eiioiTiimis  siim  ofniue  thousand  one  hundred  (91(X))  dollars  is,  or 
u:as  III  Oie  time  of  examination,  paid  unnually  for  rent  and  use  of  fur- 
niture, the  owner  being  a  woman  who  formerly  kept  the  place,  but 
who  18  now  living  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  income  in  one  of 
the  Italian  cities. 

The  following  extracts  from  information  obtained  on  this  sub- 
ject will  givo  a  very  good  idea  of  the  facts: 
E.  51.  puys  $1300  per  year  for  rent  and  use  of  furniture,  which  is  o?nied  by 

H  woiauii  wliii  foniifrly  kejit  the  hou.se. 
M.  S.  pays  $1000  [ler  year  rent,  and  owns  the  furniture. 
M.  L,  owtw  tliL'  hoiiae  and  funiiture,  astimated  to  Jm?  worth  $15,000. 
M.  A.  T.  |«y«  $100  \yer  year  rent,  and  owns  furniture  valued  at  $.^000. 
J.G.  pays  $700  |»er  year  rent,  and  owns  furniture  valued  at  $3000. 
E.  T.  ownif  the  real  estate  and  fumiturt',  valued  at  $30,000. 
C.  G.  pays  $1800  jut  year  rent,  and  owns  fumitun*  valued  at  $6000. 
M.r.  K.  pays  $3900  per  year  for  rent  and  use  of  furniture. 
C.  E.  pays  $1400  jter  annum  rent,  and  own.s  fiimiture  valued  at  $15000. 
M.  B.  own.-)  the  house  and  furniture,  value<l  at  $1.5.000. 
J.  B.  pay."*  $5tiO  per  year  rent,  and  owns  funiitun'  vidui-d  at  $2000. 
E.  B.  pays  $1000  per  year  rent,  and  owns  fnniitim>  vnhied  iit  $3000. 
M.  M.owns  house  and  furniture,  valued  at  $1.5.000. 
C.  C.  pays  $850  per  year  rent,  and  owns  furniture  valued  at  $8000. 
M.  M.  pays  $750  fter  year  rent,  and  owns  funiitiu*  value<l  at  $2000. 
M.  G.  pays  $625  jter  year  rent,  and  owns  furniture  valued  at  $1000. 
V.  N.  imys  $1300  fier  year  rent,  and  owils  funiiture  valued  at  $3000. 
C.  E.  pays  $1400  [ler  year  riMit,  and  owns  furniture  valued  iit  $l»000. 
L.  C.  pays  $1000  [ler  year  rent,  ami  owns  furniture  valm-d  at  $2000. 
A.  T.  pays  $1000  [icr  year  rent,  and  own.s  furniture  valued  at  $3000. 
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654  HISTUKY  UF  FKUSTITUTlON. 

The  liuaiicial  effects  of  the  system  of  prostitution  will  furnish  a 
theme  for  some  remarks  hereafter.  These  facts  are  quoted  now 
to  explain  the  expenses  counecteil  with  first-class  houses.  Of 
coarse,  where  such  outlays  are  iiieurred  the  ri'ceipta  must  corre- 
spond. The  tbUowing  statement  will  exhibit  the  ininimum  week- 
ly receipt*  in  a  house  where  t<'n  boarders  reside : 

Board  for  ten  women,  at  $16  00  per  week  ea«;h $lt>0  00 

Fees  for  visitors,  ."My  one  eacli  ilay  to  each  woman  ( Jl  00  ttavU)         10  00 
Profit  from  sale  of  one  basket  of  ( 'iLxtupagne  each  day  (weekly)  .      108  00 

Total $398^00 

This  estimate  does  not  reacJj  the  daily  average  of  visitors,  and 
li  moi-e  correct  statenient  would  be: 

Board  for  ten  women,  at  S\*i  00  jxt  week  each $160  00 

Feesi  for  visitors,  wiy  two  I'aili  liay  to  each  woman  ($1   00  oueli)       140  00 
Profit  from  sale  of  two  babket.-<  of  ('liuiui)ugne  each  day  (weekly)      336  00 

Total $616  00 

Taking  the  mean  of  these  two  calculations  will  give  receipts 
exceeding  twenty-six  thousand  dollars  per  year,  or  frv'e  hundred 
dollars  weekly.  The  oust  of  maintaining  these  luxurious  estab- 
lishments, in  addition  to  the  rent,  is  considerable,  but  still  there  is 
a  very  large  excess.  This  is  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  fact  that 
the  woini'ii  who  own  the  houses  iu  which  they  conduct  their  tral- 
fio  have,  almost  without  exception,  purchased  them  gince  they 
commenced  housekeeping,  and  also  that  many  of  them  own  con- 
siderable personal  property  iu  addition  to  the  rejd  estate.  One 
woman  is  positively  affirmed  to  be  worth  over  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  many  are  rejx)rted  as  worth  sums  ranging  from  fifty 
thou.sand  downward,  and  many  more  are  reputed  to  be  rich,  but 
no  special  amount  mentioned. 

The  management  of  many  of  the  houses  is  confided  to  a  house- 
keeper, acting  for  the  principaJ,  who  Ls  rarely  visible  unless  spe- 
cially called  for,  and  under  this  housekeeper  are  a  number  of 
servants,  varving  from  three  to  seven,  acx-ording  to  the  .size  of 
the  house  and  the  number  of  boardci-s  it  aee<jniniotlates.  These 
servants  are  almost  invariably  colored  women,  and  no  difficulty 
is  ever  experienced  in  obtaining  a  full  complement.  Their  wages 
are  liberal,  their  jjerquisites  considerable,  and  their  work  light. 
A  neat  and  well-arranged  breakfast  is  prepared  for  the  "lady 
boarders"  about  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock,  and  their  dinner  is 
served  about  five  or  six  o'clock.  As  a  general  rule  these  are  the 
only  meals  sujiplied  them  in  the  course  of  the  day.     If  they  re- 
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quire  any  thing  more  they  send  out  for  it,  or  persuade  their  vis- 
itors to  escort  them  to  some  saloon. 

The  proprietiirs  of  this  chtss  of  houses  assume  to  be  respectable 
women  when  they  are  away  fixim  the  scenes  of  their  business. 
All  anecdote,  and  a  true  one.  htis  Iwen  related  of  one  of  them 
who,  on  a  recent  visit  to  Newport,  so  effectually  carried  out  her 
disguise  as  to  receive  the  escort  of  a  reverend  gentleman,  a  D.D. 
of  this  city,  to  the  diuiicr-iabk-  and  elsewhere,  with  his  family,  he 
thinking  her  a  most  amiable  and  deeply  afflicted  widow.  Some 
of  them  have  private  residences  up  town,  in  the  quiet  respectable 
streets,  and  coinc  to  their  houses  of  prostitution  every  forenoon, 
returning  at  night.  A  portion  of  them  profess  to  be  religious, 
frec^uently  attending  some  place  of  worship  the  better  to  preserve 
their  miusk.  Naturally  benevolent,  as  are  all  women,  they  con- 
tribute liberally  to  charitable  objects,  and  freely  relieve  imy  indi- 
gent persons  who  may  ask  their  assistance.  Even  in  pohtical 
matters  they  have  some  weight,  their  resources  and  connections 
proving  valuable  to  some  aspirant  for  local  distinction  who  has 
promised  them  that  he  will,  if  elected,  use  all  his  influence  to 
protei-i  thoni  from  annoyance. 

Toward  the  miserable  women  whose  vice  is  the  source  of  their 
wealth,  these  proprietors  act  as  interest  dictates.  A  girl  who  has 
not  the  tact  l^r  disposition  to  attract  visitora  is  seldom  treated  with 
much  consideration,  while  one  who  is  successful  receives  more 
favors,  but  favors,  generally  speaking,  of  a  nature  to  render  her 
subservient  to  their  wishes;  such  as  the  loan  of  money  to  pur- 
chase new  and  fiushionable  articles  of  dress,  a  short  credit  for  her 
board,  or  some  equivalent  which  will  place  her  under  an  obliga- 
tion, !md  render  it  ilifRcult  for  her  to  leave  the  house.  They  are 
actuated  in  this  by  a  desire  to  retain  an  attractive  girl ;  for,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  su'tual  cash  payments  she  makes,  she  also  possesses 
the  power  of  inducing  her  visitors  to  be  liberal  in  their  orders  for 
wine,  and  the  profit  from  its  sale,  about  two  hundred  per  cent.,  is 
an  important  source  of  revenue. 

The  excessive  demands  made  upon  the  eaniings  of  prostitutes 
by  these  women  has  lieen  productive  of  a  serious  social  eviL 
Many  unfortunate  girls  can  not  appreciate  the  advantages  of  lead- 
ing a  vicious  life  for  the  benefit  of  a  landlady,  and  in  self-defense 
have  hired  apartments  in  some  private  hou.se,  so  as  to  secure  their 
earnings  for  themselves.  This  is  generally  arranged  so  that  two 
of  them  engage  a  suite  of  rooms,  say  a  parlor  and  two  bed-rooms, 
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representing  themselves  as  virtuous  women,  governesses  or  seam- 
stresses,  and  frequently  as  the  wives  of  sailors  or  of  men  who  are 
in  California  or  some  other  distJiiit  laud.  Here  they  either  \xM\d 
themselves  or  resort  to  some  saloon,  and  to  this  lodging,  or  to  the 
house  of  assignation,  which  will  be  noticed  in  due  course,  they 
introduce  their  visitois.  It  is  a  fact  more  than  suspected  that 
many  prostitutes  are  living  in  this  manner  in  our  city.  It  is 
nee<lleas  to  enlarge  iipun  the  injurious  eft'ects  likely  to  result 
therefrom. 

Before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject,  there  is  another  char- 
acteristic of  kecpere  of  these  houses  which  must  he  noticed,  name- 
ly, an  exaggeratetl  art'eclion  for  somi^  man  to  whom  they  are  pas- 
sionatel}'  attached.  Some  few  of  them  are  professedly  living  with 
their  husband.s,  but  this  is  an  exception  to  the  ordinary  rule. 
Generally  .speaking,  they  are  the  mistresses  of  some  persons  upon 
whom  they  lavish  all  their  tenderness,  and  for  whose  gratification 
they  willingly  incur  any  amount  of  exp<'ns«\  Aniie  of  these  indi- 
viduals are  men  upon  town,  gamblers,  or  rowdies  of  tlu'  highei' 
class,  whose  noblest  aspirations  are  satisfied  by  a  liberal  supply  of 
money.  They  will  readily  ignore  all  social  virtues  for  the  same 
consideration.  It  is  related  as  a  fact  concerning  a  celebnited 
brothel-keeper  in  the  city,  that  when  she  was  residing  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  State,  some  years  .since,  she  b^^came  desperately  enam- 
ored of  a  young  man  whose  friends  discovered  the  connection. 
They  removed  him  to  the  far  West.  I'ndaunted  by  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  which  surroumled  her,  she  followed  him,  and  dur- 
ing her  journey  through  the  large  towns  had  many  oA'crs  of  pro- 
tection from  men  acquainU-d  with  her  antecedents.  True  to  her 
affection,  she  refused  them  all,  and  traced  her  lover  to  the  forests. 
Here  she  remained  with  him,  living  in  a  log  hut,  deprived  of 
many  of  the  necessaries  and  all  of  the  comforts  and  elegances  of 
life,  for  three  yeara  At  least,  infidelity  to  her  love  can  not  be 
charged  against  this  woman,  and  is  it  not  a  natural  conchusion 
that  a  heart  so  sincere  and  devoted  in  its  attachment  could  have 
been  led  to  a  more  virtuous  course  had  a  diftcrent  social  feeling 
existed  toward  her  and  her  former  transgressions? 

As  a  general  rule,  the  keepers  of  these  first-class  houses  will 
not  permit  the  boarders  to  have  the  men  whom  they  style  their 
"lovers"  residing  with  them,  although  they  allow  them  to  vi.sit; 
a  constant  residence  is  considered  as  likely  to  engross  too  much 
of  the  girl's  time  t<">  the  neglect  of  the  interest  of  the  proprietress. 
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We  come  now  to  the  second  grade  of  proetitutt' s  and  houses  of 
prostitution.  Many  of  the  women  of  this  rank  are  those  who 
mtide  tbt'ir  iMiut  in  iirst-ehi.''s  housea,  but  left  them  when  their 
charms  Vjegiin  to  fade.  To  some  extent,  they  endeavor  to  cany 
out  the  Same  niles  o{'  conduct  whielj  governed  them  while  there, 
and,  generally  speaking,  the  management  of  some  portion  of  the 
houses  of  this  grade  assimilati-s  very  much  with  the  former,  the 
same  privacy  being  olijjerved,  though  in  a  less  expensive  manner. 
In  others  a  marked  ilifl>n'n<'e  is  pereeptiV>!c',  and  these  will  now 
claim  attention. 

A  longer  continuance  in  the  habits  of  prostitution,  imd  the  asso- 
ciation with  a  le.s.s  aristtwratic  cla.-v-*  of  visitoi-s,  has  dimini.shcd  the 
refinement  of  the  women  and  imparted  to  them  coarser  manners. 
There  is  not  the  same  desire  to  "as.sume  a  virtue,  if  they  have  it 
not,"  or  the  same  ambition  to  make  vice  stfvm  unlikf  itself.  Deg- 
radation has  had  its  eflecl  upon  them,  and  now  that  they  are  re- 
d\ieed  to  a  humbler  splicrc  tlicy  feel  more  of  the  world's  pK'ssure, 
and  Iteeome  more  daring  and  n'ckless  in  their  conduct.  Many 
of  the  street-walkers  and  women  frequenting  theatres  are  of  this 
class,  and  any  one  who  has  e\er  come  in  contact  with  them  would 
have  found  no  difficulty  in  at  once  jvssigning  their  true  position. 
It  is  right  to  say  here,  that  many  of  the  managers  of  our  best 
theatres  have  abolished  tliethini  tier,  so  called,  and  if  any  im- 
proper woman  visits  them  she  must  do  so  under  the  assumed 
garb  of  respectability,  and  conduct  herself  accordingly. 

Other  women  in  this  griide,  or  r<itlier  this  se<'tion  of  the  second 
grade,  commenced  their  life  of  vice  in  it,  and  as  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  prostitution  is  to  depress  instead  of  elevating  its  follow- 
ei-s,  they  have  very  little  chance  of  ever  rising  beyond  their  pres- 
ent rank,  although  such  instance's  do  o<;easionally  happen,  the 
keeper  of  a  fiist-elass  house  sometimes  consenting  to  receive  a 
boarder  from  a  lower  nink.  if  she  has  only  recently  commenced 
prostitution  and  is  sufficiently  prejxxssessing  in  mannei"s  and  ap- 
pearance for  this  exaltation.  A  great  number  of  foreign-born 
women  are  found  in  this  class,  victims  of  emigrant  boarding- 
houses,  or  of  seduction  on  board  ship  during  their  passage  to  this 
country. 

The  houses  are  generally  conducted  in  a  similar  manner  to 
those  of  the  first  class,  with  this  distinction,  that  what  is  costly 
luxury  in  the  one  is  replaced  by  tawdry  finery  in  the  other, 
and  for  expensiv^e  mirrors  and  valuable  paintings  they  substitute 
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cheaper  ornajnentation.  Tlieir  reception-rooms  are  of  much  infe 
rior  finish.  They  also  furnish  wiue  and  braiidv  to  customers  who 
wish  for  them.  Drunkctiness  i.s  more  general,  both  with  the  pros 
titutes  and  their  visimrs,  and  the  mast  revolting  scenes  are  not 
uncommon.  Profanity  is  indulged  in  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  in  si)me  places  seems  the  veruaculai'  language.  The  attempti^ 
at  fascination  made  by  the  women  are  more  excessive,  and  fre- 
quently vulgar  to  a  degree  which,  while  it  excites  a  .smile,  a].s<} 
inspires  disgrust.  The  general  charge  for  boaixl  here  will  be  fium 
six  to  ten  dollars  a  week,  rarely  reaching  the  hitter  figure. 

When  evening  approaches,  if  there  Is  httle  or  no  company  in 
the  house,  the  girls  resort  Ut  the  streets,  dresst.>d  in  their  most  at- 
tractive finery,  in  the  expectation  of  finding  some  man  whom  they 
can  induce  to  accompany  them  home.  They  are  seldom  unsuc- 
cessful in  this  search,  and  very  frequently  repeat  it  several  times 
in  the  course  of  the  evening.  Others  of  them  visit  the  third  tier 
of  such  theatres  as  will  adniit  them,  and  there  exert  their  charms 
to  secure  ctmquest.  Intercourse  with  these  women  is  attended 
with  considerable  danger,  professional  experience  having  .shown 
many  of  them  to  l>e  infected  with  syphilis,  while  numbers  are  con- 
nected with  dishonest  men  who  woiUd  n<)t  scruple  to  rob  a  .stran- 
ger, if  any  opportunity  otiiMwl  lor  the  purpose,  such  opjiortunity 
being  not  unfrequently  afi'urded  by  some  arrangement  of  the 
woman  herself 

In  such  places  vice  |)resents  comparatively  few  attractions,  and 
yet  these  houses  ure  uumerou.sly  visited,  princi])ally  by  travelers, 
clerks  from  stores,  the  higher  class  of  inechauics,  etc.,  some  of  whom 
will  spend  in  an  evening  the  eaniings  of  a  week. 

The  women  who  preside  o%'er  these  brothels  are  usually  of  the 
strong-minded,  and  frequently  of  the  strong-handed  order,  the  hit- 
ter being  those  who  can  by  their  own  strength  8uj>|)re3s  any  riot 
that  may  occur  without  calling  in  aid  from  the  poliee,  and  gener- 
ally calculate  to  preser\'e  a  moderate  decorum  in  their  establish- 
ments. Their  profits  are  very  large,  derived  not  merely  from  tlie 
board  money  and  extras  paid  by  the  women,  but  :ilso  from  the 
wines  and  liquors  they  sell.  They  do  not  endeavor  to  screen 
their  own  character,  as  do  those  of  the  upper  class,  but  openly 
acknowledge  what  they  are.  and  do  not  hesitate  to  give  their 
personal  attention  to  the  business  of  the  jilace.  Anxious  to  accu- 
mulate money  as  rapidly  as  possible,  they  are  not  very  particular 
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about  the  means  they  employ,  and  although  they  would  not  al 
low  any  i>ositive  act  of  dishonesty  to  be  perlbrmed  toward  a  visit- 
or wbik-  he  was  in  the  house,  on  account  ol"  the  trouble  to  which 
it  might  subsequently  expose  them,  yet  they  would  scarcely  con- 
sider it  their  duty  to  warn  him  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
men  who  live  as  "  lovers"  with  the  prostitutes  under  their  roofs. 
The  virtue  of  these  keepers  is  certainly  not  of  a  very  rigid  order, 
itiul  their  fitvcired  lovers  are  universally  selected  from  among  men 
of  the  same  character  as  themselves. 

The  meals  provided  for  boarders  are  served  at  about  the  same 
hours  a.s  in  the  fa-shioiiable  hou.ses,  but  they  lack  that  neatness 
and  armitgenient  which  a  good  cook  would  give,  the  domestic 
matters  being  mostly  confided  to  inexjierienced  servants,  and  fre- 
quently to  some  old  prostitutes  who  are  retained  at  nominal  wages 
to  do  as  much  work  as  they  can,  and  in  their  own  style. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  some  of  the  second-class  houses 
of  prostitution  are  conducted  in  a  similar  manner  to  those  of  the 
first,  and  therefore  no  attempt  liius  been  made  to  give  any  detailed 
account  of  them,  which  would  be  a  mere  repetition  of  what  has 
been  once  described.  The  lower  chiss  have  been  taken  as  illus- 
trating the  second  grade,  and  consequently  the  account  must  not 
be  taken  as  a  sweeping  condemnation  of  the  whole. 

The  next,  or  third  grade  of  prostitutef*  and  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion may  be  found  very  fully  develojMf)  in  the  first  police  district, 
among  the  Germans ;  in  the  fourth  district,  where  sailors  mostly 
rt>sort;  and  also  in  the  third,  fifth,  sixth,  and  fourteenth  districts. 
A  majority  of  the  women  in  these  districts  are  of  foreign  birth,  the 
largest  proportion  being  Irish  and  German.  Although  rated  as 
third-ckiss  houses,  some  of  them  are  equal  in  all  respects,  and 
wimetimcs  superior  in  many,  to  bouses  of  the  second  class.  Most 
of  the  women  are  young,  and  many  of  them  are  veiy  good-look- 
ing, while  tlie  houses,  particularly  those  kept  by  Gennans,  are  in 
genenil  conducted  very  quietly.  Even  in  those  places  resorted  to 
by  sailors,  the  principal  part  of  any  noise  which  may  occur  is 
caused  by  the  Ixiisterous  mirth  and  practical  jokes  of  the  visitors 
themselves.  The  houses  arc,  in  every  .sense  of  the  word,  "pub- 
lic" places  of  prostitution,  and  neither  women  nor  keepers  seek 
to  disguise  the  fact  in  any  manner,  the  general  argument  seeming 
to  be,  "  We  live  by  prostitution,  no  matter  who  knows  it." 

There  are  many  distinctive  features  in  the  several  districts,  but 
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the  first  and  the  fourth  will  hv  fair  avemge  tyi)es  of  the  whole, 
and  these  we  will  uolice  biieliy,  coiuuieiieiug  with  the  Geniian 
houses  in  the  first  dislriet. 

Here  drinking  is  openly  carried  on,  although  seldom  to  such  an 
extent  lui  to  cause  absolute  iutoxicatiuu.  Theiv  is  a  public  bar- 
room opening  directly  from  the  street,  where  can  be  obtained  la- 
ger beer  and  German  wines,  as  well  iis  the  usual  liquors  sold  in 
porter-iiouBcs.  This  is  the  reception-room  of  the  establishment, 
and  a  stranger  in  the  city,  who  might  walk  in  to  get  a  glass  of 
lager  beer,  without  knowing  the  character  of  the  place,  or  l>eing 
aware  of  the  signiticalion  of  the  crimson  and  white  curtains  les- 
tooned  over  the  windows,  would  find  himself  followed  to  the  bar 
by  some  Gennan  girl,  who  would  ask  him  in  broken  English  if 
he  would  "  treat  her."  If  he  feels  inclined  to  gaze  arcmnd  hun 
and  study  human  nature  in  this  phas<?,  he  sees  that  the  room  is 
very  clean ;  a  conunon  sofa,  one  or  two  settees,  and  a  number  of 
chaii-s  are  ranged  round  the  walls;  there  is  a  small  t^ible  with 
some  German  newspapers  upon  it;  a  piano,  upon  which  the  pro- 
prietor or  his  bar-keeper  at  intervals  perfonns  a  national  melody ; 
and  a  few  prints  or  engraN-ings  complete  its  funiifure.  Two  or 
three  girls  are  in  diiJcrcnt  parts  of  the  room  engaged  in  knitting 
or  sewing;  for  German  girls,  whether  virtuous  or  prostitute,  seem 
to  have  a  horror  of  idleness,  and  even  in  such  a  [iluce  aa  this  are 
seldom  seen  without  their  work.  Every  thing  bears  an  uimiis- 
takable  Teut<jnic  api>eurauce ;  ironi  the  heavily-mustached  jjro- 
prietor,  or  the  recenth-iniported  bar-keeper,  to  the  mistress,  or 
madame  as  she  is  generally  called,  and  the  women  themselves,  all 
})lainl3'  tell  tlieir  origin.  He  is  surprisi-d  at  the  entire  aksenoe  of 
all  those  noisy  elements  generally  considered  insejxirable  fmrn  a 
low-class  house  of  prostitution.  lie  can  sit  there  and  smoke  his 
cigar  in  as  much  peace  as  at  any  hotel  in  the  city ;  and  if  he  once 
tells  a  woman  he  does  not  wish  to  have  any  conversiition  with  her, 
he  will  scarcely  be  annoyed  again,  unless  he  makes  the  fii'st  ad- 
vances. If  he  thinks  proper  to  enter  into  conversation  with  the 
proprietor,  he  will  be  certain  of  a  courteous  reply,  and  will  fre- 
quently find  hhn  an  intelligent  and  commimicative  man.  Finally, 
concluding  to  resist  the  temptations  around  him,  he  leaves  the 
place  in  the  most  perfect  security,  and  without  the  least  fear  of 
being  insulted. 

The  majority  of  the  girls  here  have  recently  arrived  in  the 
United  States.     Some  have  embraced  this  course  of  life  from  ab 
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solute  poverty  and  iriendleasness ;  some  have  iolJowed  it  m  their 
own  country ;  others  have  been  the  victinia  of  seduction  ;  and  with 
some  the  ruling  uiotive  seeius  to  have  been  a  desire  to  speuk  and 
be  spoken  to  in  their  native  tongue.  Their  pecuniary  arrange- 
ment with  the  proprietor,  for  there  is  almost  invariably  a  man  at 
the  Lead  of  each  estHblishnieut,  is  that  they  shall  gi\e  him  one 
half  of  all  the  money  they  receive,  for  which  he  provides  them 
with  V»oard  iind  lodging.  They  are  not  generally  inlemperaie 
women,  the  light  Gcrmau  wines  being  their  principal  l>everage, 
and  although  they  frequently  indulge  in  profanity,  yet,  as  it  is  in 
their  national  language,  it  is  unintelligible  to  those  who  under- 
Btiiud  only  English,  and  the  aunoyauce  is  consequently  restricted. 
They  are  generally  hone.st ;  in  feet,  it  is  the  testimony  of  tboae 
bi'.st  qualified  to  judge,  that  there  ia  verj'  stildom  much  disturb- 
ance, and  verj'  rarely  any  dishonestv  practicetl  in  this  cbu*  nf 
brotliels.  It  csin  not  be  said  that  literally  there  is  not  much  noiaK, 
for  any  one  who  has  been  in  a  UMta  where  two  or  three  GenuoiMt 
of  each  sex  were  talking  and  gesticulating  with  their  cfaaracnenatic 
eai7iej>tue.ss  will  be  of  opinion  that  they  talked  cjuitr  load  cmnafk; 
but  by  (li.stiirbance  is  to  lie  understood  quarreling  or  fighm^ 
which  sometimes  occurs,  but  not  very  frequently. 

As  before  remarked,  a  man  and  his  wife  ore  mostly  thi  k«< 
of  such  houses.     The  man,  sonietiin 
attends  to  the  bar-room,  and  taki-s  < 
does  the  cooking  and  general  house- worft,  aad  tii 
their  own  ro<Jiiis.     By  Ihls  division  of  Ijtbnr  lii'  v 
done  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  paniei*,  imd,  tin-  ttj- 
a  considerable  profit  is  nuule.    Thore  air  i 
.girli^  ill  each  house,  seldom  exoeedhi^  tl, 
'among  house-kee{>er8  is  to  oonader  an 
quisition  who  does  not  pay  thtau  Mi- 
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tablishmeuta  is,  at  least,  questionable.  The  ball-room  is  a  large, 
open  .ipartnieiiltlfvoiilofall  fiimiturt;  excepting  chairs  or  benches 
round  the  walls;  the  musical  arrangements  generally  coniprise  a 
piano  and  violin,  and  the  dances  are  national  waltzes  and  jwlkas. 
No  charge  is  made  tor  iuimission,  and  the  bar  is  the  only  sourt^e  of 
revenue.  The  "orchestrji"  occasionally  appeal  to  the  charitable 
lor  iis.<»istanc4',  and  the  call  is  mostly  respt>ndcd  to  in  a  liberal  man- 
ner. The  busiiii'ss  commences  in  the  evening,  and  is  invariably 
discontinued  at  niidniglit.  The  places  are  tiequeiitcd  by  very  few 
but  Germans,  and  order  is  well  maintained. 

Leaving  the  Germans  of  the  first  district,  the  reader's  attenliou 
will  now  bi^  asked  to  the  brothels  of  the  fourth  j.>olice  di.strict. 
Here  the  principal  part  of  the  women  are  of  Irish  parentage;  some 
few  are  natives  of  the  United  Stiites.  The  greater  jiart  of  tin-  visit- 
ors are  sailors.  When  a  succession  of  storms  which  have  dnvea 
homeward-bound  vessels  off  the  coast  is  followe<l  by  a  fair  wind,  so 
as  to  allow  them  to  enter  the  harbor  in  large  numbers,  these  houses 
are  crowded,  and  for  a  few  day.s,  or  while  the  sailoi-s'  wages  last, 
a  very  extensive  business  is  cnrrieil  on.  The  bar-room,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  German  hotisi's,  is  the  ri'ceptioii-rooin.  and  here  mav 
be  seen  at  almost  any  hour  nftlu*  day  a  immln-rof  wi'athiM-lii-aten 
sailors,  verifying  the  trtuh  of  the  old  proverb,  which  says  they 
resemble  two  distinct  animals  in  earning  and  spending  their 
money.  It  matters  not  who  it  may  be,  but  any  one  who  enters 
the  room  is  almost  sure  to  bi-  asked  to  take  a  drink  immediately, 
and  if  he  remains,  in  less  than  five  niinuti's  soniebodv  else  will 
ask  him  to  take  another.  A  .sailor  with  cash  in  his  pocket  has  a 
dcHi'ided  antipathy  to  drinking  alone,  and  generally  invites  every- 
one in  the  room,  male  and  female,  to  partake  with  him.  By  such 
a  course  he  very  scnm  gets  intoxicated,  when  tlie  girl  whom  he 
has  honored  with  his  special  attention  convoys  him  to  bed,  and 
leaves  him  there  to  sleep  himself  sober. 

In  these  houses  less  neatness  is  observable  than  in  those  just 
noticed,  but  they  have  entirely  a  different  class  of  customers,  A 
German,  in  the  midst  of  his  pleasures,  likes  fo  see  every  thing 
neat  liud  orderly  alx)ut  tiim ;  a  sjiilor  is  not  particular,  so  that  his 
]>lcasures  are  unobstructed.  A  curious  oKserver,  also,  does  not 
mtn-t  with  the  same  civility:  if  he  comes  to  spend  money  he  is 
welcome;  if  not,  the  landlonl  does  not  care  anout  his  company 
Considerable  card-playing  is  practiced  ;  not  what  may  be  termed 
gambling,  but  for  amusement,  the  stakes  being  seldom  more  than 
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intoxicating  drinks  for  the  phiyei-s.  There  is  leas  noisy  rowdyism 
than  might  be  expected,  since  the  men  who  genemlly  aiuae  such 
disturbances  lack  the  courage  to  impose  upon  a  crowd  of  hard- 
fisted  sailors,  who  are  always  able  and  willing  to  take  their  own 
part,  and  resent  any  interference.  Still,  occasional  quarrels  occur 
among  the  visitors  themselves,  frequently  resulting  in  a  pitchj'd 
batllf.  The  landlord  is  then  called  for,  and  his  knowledge  of  his 
customers  enables  liim  speedily  to  discover  the  aggressor,  who  al- 
ways happens  to  be  the  man  that  has  the  least  money,  and  he  is 
forthwith  pii.shfd  into  the  street  without  any  ceremony,  aa  a  kind 
of  ptacx-otlt'ring  to  the  rest  of  the  company.  . 

The  landloid  is  a  character  in  his  way.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
been  to  si»a  hinwelf,  for  no  one  else  would  bt^  deemed  fit  to  keep  a 
house  where  sailors  resort,  and  is  usually  a  large,  jxjwcrful  man. 
By  the  freemasonry  of  the  craft,  and  by  freely  joining  his  visitors 
whenever  they  sisk  him  to  drink,  and  rxx-asionally  treating  them  in 
return,  he  ia  sure  of  their  custom  until  their  w^ages  are  all  spent 
and  they  are  obliged  to  go  to  sea  again. 

The  wunu.'n  in  these  houses  use  liquor  very  freely,  but  they  are 
not  permitted  to  get  drunk  in  the  daytime.  If  the  landlord  ob- 
serves any  symptom  of  intoxication  he  gives  them  water,  instead 
of  gin,  the  next  tinje  they  are  asked  to  drink,  sis  he  knows  very 
well  his  prospects  for  business  would  be  injured  unless  the  girls 
were  kept  sufficiently  sober  to  be  on  the  watch  for  contingencies, 
or,  a-s  he  phntsi>s  it,  "to  look  out  for  chances." 

In  some  of  these  houses  it  ia  the  rule  that  all  the  money  re- 
ceived by  the  girls  is  to  be  given  to  the  landlord,  who  provides 
them  with  clothing  and  necessaries,  but  in  others  a  fixed  rate  of 
boanl — six  or  eight  dollars  a  week — is  paid,  and  the  women  re- 
tain the  surplus.  In  either  case  it  is  a  verj'  profitable  business, 
particularly  where  man}'  girls  are  kept  In  one  house  that  we 
visited,  in  the  fourth  district,  the  keeper  informe<l  us  that  his  ex- 
penses amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollare  weekly, 
and  of  course  some  estimate  can  be  made  from  this  as  to  the 
amount  of  business  he  transacted. 

The  dancing-saloons  in  this  neighborhood  are  not  conducted  on 
the  platonic  principles  of  the  Germans.  They  are,  in  fact,  so 
many  accessories  to  prostitution,  and  many  scenes  there  witnessed 
will  not  permit  description.  The  women  residing  in  the  house 
are  there,  dressed  in  the  most  tawdry  finery  they  can  command, 
manv  of  them  assuming  the  bloomer  costume.     The  band  consists 
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of  a  violin,  a  banjo,  and  a  tjiiiibourine,  and  whatever  u?  wanting 
in  inusic-al  ability  is  adequately  supplied  by  vigorous  exeeutioiu 
The  bar  is  very  liberally  patronized,  and  before  midnight  drunk- 
enness is  the  ruk*  and  stibrifty  the  exeeption. 

Passing  now  lu  tlie  fourth  grade  of  this  viee,  we  find  prostitu- 
tion in  a  most  repulsive  form;  the  women  themselves  diseased 
and  dirty,  the  houses  redolent  of  bad  rum.  The  prostitutes  are 
the  refuse  of  the  other  classes  who  liave  fallen  through  the  suc- 
cessive gradations  on  aceount  of  disease  and  drunkenness,  or  they 
are  some  of  those  children  of  iiii(juity  who,  ))<)m  in  scenes  of  vice 
and  squaliii  misery,  know  nothing  of  a  virtuous  or  happy  course 
of  life.  Destiny  seems  from  their  biith  to  have  intended  them  for 
vagi'ants,  aiifl  has  jilanted  them  ao  low  in  the  moral  scale  that  they 
can  scarcely  hope  to  rise. 

It  would  be  useless  to  attempt  a  specification  of  the  localities 
of  the.^e  houses;  any  one  who  has  been  thn>ugh  the  purlieus  of 
New  York  City  must  have  observed  some  of  them,  and  it  will  be 
quite  sufficient  to  glance  at  a  lew  of  their  peculiarities.  They  are 
generally  kejit  Viy  an  old  |»rostitute,  who  gathere  around  her  some 
of  the  most  debased  of  her  class,  takes  a  cheap  basement  wherever 
she  can  obtain  possession  of  one  suited  to  her  puqiose,  erects  a 
small  bar  furnislied  with  three  or  four  bottles  of  the  commonest 
liquoi-  she  ejHi  procure,  partitions  oft'oae  or  two  .small  hovels  of  be<l- 
rooms, and  forthwith  liegins  housekeeping.  Her  arrangemenLs  tire 
abijut  as  extensive  as  her  jireparatiotis.  She  seldom  professes  to 
board  the  girls,  generally  making  a  chiirge  for  every  visitor  they 
entertain,  and  giving  them  the  jirivilege  of  cooking  any  thing  they 
want.  These  dens  are  largely  patronized  by  the  vilest  of  the  male 
se.x;  the  petty  thieves  who  haug  amund  the  public  markets,  steal- 
ing from  the  wagons,  or  who  haunt  the  doors  of  grocery  stores  and 
abstraet  whatever  they  can  R'Su-Ii;  as  they  find  them  convenient 
places  of  concealment,  and  can  fn^quently  dispose  of  their  Iwoty 
by  means  of  the  women.  Another  class  of  visitors  consists  of  the 
lowest  order  of  rowihes,  who  assume  a  free  license  to  perpetrate 
any  mischief  they  please,  because  there  is  no  one  to  interfere  with 
them.  A  fatal  case  of  this  nature,  which  occurred  but  a  few 
months  sinc<>,  will  Ix?  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all  eitizcns. 

It  is  dangerous  for  a  stranger  to  enter  a  place  of  this  descrip- 
tion, for  if  he  does  not  get  his  pocket  picked  by  the  one,  he  will 
most  probably  be  assaulted  by  the  other  class  of  visitors.  Upon 
such  establishments  the  police  are  compelled  to  keep  a  watchiiil 
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eye,  and  although  they  have  inj  power  to  enter  them  except  some 
actual  necessity  calls  for  their  services,  yet  they  frequently  induce 
a  neighbor  U)  make  a  complaint  against  the  keepers  for  maintjiiu- 
ing  a  disorderly  house,  and  then,  duly  armed  with  a  warrant,  ihey 
enter,  and  arrest  every  one  tbund  on  the  premises.  Thi;  Jinale  of 
such  an  experiment  at  housekeeping  as  this  is  very  fivquently  a 
commitment  for  vagrancy  to  Blackwell's  Island.  Thi-  charactei 
of  the  place  will  be  a  sullicient  pnxjf  that  syphilis  abounds  there, 
and  its  i^laugers  must  be  added  lo  tbcAst'  already  enumerated. 

The  divisions  thus  made  are  presumed  to  be  accurate  as  fai-  as 
the  distinctive  ehuractei-s  nf  the  various  grades  are  concerned,  but 
the  lines  of  demarkation  are  of  cours*.-  arbitrary.  Any  attempt  to 
dassily  so  large  a  social  evil  must,  from  its  verj*  nature,  be  incom 
plete,  and  in  this  c:uie  farther  experience  or  a  more  extended  in 
quiry  wtiuKl  very  probably  warnint  !ui  alteration  in  the  arrange 
meut.  But  there  is  another  class  of  whom  a  few  words  must  be 
said,  namely,  those  truly  wi-etched  beings,  the  outcasts  of  the  out- 
casts. In  many  ciises  destitute  of  home  or  shelter,  diseased,  starv 
ing,  and  afflicted  with  an  insatiable  thirst  for  ardent  spirits,  they 
present  most  ghastly  and  heart-rending  spectacles,  retaining  scarce- 
ly any  vestiges  of  luimanity.  These  wretched  beings  can  be  Ibund 
clustered  round  the  bars  of  liquor-stores  in  low  neigh)x)rhcKxl8, 
begging  for  the  price  of  a  glass  of  gin.  Much  of  their  time  is 
spent  in  the  prisons  on  Blackwell's  Island,  from  which  they  are  no 
sooner  released  than  they  return  to  their  old  haunts  and  habit«. 
They  can  scarcely  l>e  called  prostitutes,  for  their  aspect  is  so  dis- 
gustingly hideous  that  all  feminine  characteristics  are  blotted  out, 
and  thoroughly  sensual  and  animalized  must  he  be  who  could  ac- 
cept their  favors.  They  are,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  outcasts ; 
compelled,  for  the  short  time  they  may  be  in  the  city — and  this  is 
seldom  more  than  a  few  days  at  once — to  eke  out  a  wi-etched  ex- 
istence by  stealing  or  begging ;  frequently  so  miserable  that  they 
gladly  hail  the  day  on  which  they  are  returned  to  prison.  They 
present  subjects  for  mournful  consideration,  and  the  reflection 
that  they  are  experiencing  the  degradation  to  which  every  prosti- 
tute in  the  city  is  rapidly  tending,  should  l)e  a  powerful  argument 
in  favor  of  any  remedial  measures  which  can  be  devised  to  amel- 
iorate the  condition  of  the  frail  women  of  New  York,  and  prevent 
them  from  falling  so  far  below  humanity. 
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HOL'SES  OF   ASSIGXATION. 

Every  resident  of  New  York  is  iiware  of  tlie  existence  of  hooaei 
used  especially  as  places  for  the  meeting  i>f  the  sexes  with  a  view 
to  illicit  intercourse ;  but  so  curel'ully  Lave  all  particulars  respect- 
ing them  been  concealed  from  the  public  gaze,  that  very  little 
more  than  this  nicre  fact  is  geuerally  known,  particularly  with 
reference  to  tluxse  of  a  higher  grade.  Secrecy  is  necessary  to  their 
continuance,  and  essential  for  the  maintenance  of  the  social  posi- 
tion of  their  pati'ons. 

The  most  exclusive  are  generally  situated  in  the  quietest  and 
most  respectable  portion  of  the  city.  They  are  fitted  up  neatly, 
and  even  luxuriously,  but  without  any  extravagant  or  gaudy  ths- 
play.  Their  aiTangemcnt.-*,  of  coui-se,  do  not  ronuire  reception  or 
sitting  rooms,  and  the  whole  care  bestowed  upon  them  is  lavished 
on  the  bcd-chanibers,  the  a[ii>ointments  of  which  contam  every 
possible  coailiirt  and  couvt'nifnci\ 

The  keepers  of  this  class  of  houses  are  generally  very  shrewd, 
quiet,  cautious  women,  wh<i  never  seek  to  penctmte  into  any  en- 
gagfuuiits  mail'  by  their  visitoi-s,  who  iicver  know  any  j_ierson 
that  enters  their  house,  and  I'rom  whom  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
information  by  any  means.  In  fact,  it  has  been  stiid  that  the 
keepers  and  servants  around  these  places  have  neither  eyes,  ears, 
nor  tongues.  Money  is  confessedly  their  object,  and,  as  they  re- 
ceive liberal  pay,  self-interest  dictates  qiiietne.'^s,  because  if  they 
adopUxl  any  other  coui-se,  their  houses  would  inevitably  become 
known  to  the  public,  which  would  be  an  eftectual  barrier  against 
visiiois,  imd  result  in  an  entire  loss  of  their  customers.  Conse- 
quently, if  a  liberal  bribe  could  ever  induce  treachery,  their 
shrewdness  enables  them  to  discern  that  such  an  act  would  at 
once  and  forever  close  their  establishments. 

It  will  be  readily  midersto<jd  that,  iis  the  intrinsic  value  of  these 
houses  as  places  for  meeting  (lepends  ujx>n  the  secrecy  and  select- 
ness  with  which  they  are  operated,  in  order  to  carry  out  this  prin- 
ciple fully,  arrangements  are  made  with  much  prmsion.  Two 
parties  are  not  allowed  to  meet  caaually  in  the  halls  or  staircases. 
The  keeper  maintains  a  .strict  watch,  in  order  that  ingress  and 
egress  may  be  free  and  uninterru]>ted,  and  th<;rc  can  l)e  little 
doubt  that  the  desire  to  make  money  on  her  side,  and  the  fascina- 
tion of  illicit  passion  on  the  part  of  her  visitors,  conjointly  tend  to 
insure  more  actual  secrecy  than  couM  !•  •  nbtained  by  any  s^'Stem 


NEW  YOBK.  567 

of  oaths  or  discipline.  In  some  of  the  most  exclusive,  tbc  system 
is  aimed  to  such  an  extreme  that  no  acconiinodation  will  be  af- 
forde<l  to  parties  unless  tlie  gentleman  has  been  previously  intro- 
duced to  the  proprietress,  and  his  character  for  secrecy  and  integ- 
rity vouched  for  by  some  person  with  whom  she  is  acquainted. 
This  rule  is  adopted  t<»  j^revent  the  j)Ossibility  of  thi-  house  be- 
coming known  as  a  place  of  assignation  to  any  one  who  might 
use  his  kiiowletlge  to  the  prejudice  of  the  keeper  or  her  visitoi-s. 

No  public  women  reside  in  these  houses,  nor  would  they  be  ad- 
mitted under  any  pretext,  as  such  a  course  would  attract  atten- 
tion and  defeat  the  purposes  conternphit<'d.  Many  of  tliera  art- 
open  for  mouths  withdul  the  knowledge  of  the  neighlxjrs  or  of  the 
police  of  the  distiict,  as  visitors  very  rarely  ejiter  or  leave  togeth- 
er, and  to  pn-vi'iit  any  delay  the  outer  door  is  generally  kept  un- 
locked, so  that  persons  pass  immediately  into  the  hall,  when-  a 
second  door,  with  a  bell  attached,  is  generally  found. 

The  business  i>f  the.se  houses  is  done  mainly  during  the  prome- 
nade hours  of  Broadway,  say  from  eleven  oi-  twelve  to  four  or  five 
o'clock.  The  visitors  are  crmfined  to  the  upjur  walks  of  life,  the 
men  Ix'ing  of  all  sorts  of  busini>s.s,  and  the  women  exclusively  from 
our  fa><hionable  society.  If  the  mysterious  "persomd"  advertise- 
ments in  the  daily  papers  could  be  understood  by  the  outside  world, 
it  would  l>e  seen  that  apptintmenta  are  not  nnfrequently  made 
through  their  agency.  AiTangements  for  a  meeting  are  generally 
made  with  the  keepers  in  advance,  and  at  the  designated  time  the 
parties  arrive  from  different  diri'cti(Mis  and  jiroceed  direct  to  the 
rcHim  which  lias  Ix'cn  already  selected.  If  they  wish  it  they  can 
obtain  wine  or  refreshments  by  ringing  a  bell  in  their  apartment. 

A  majority  of  the  females  who  visit  these  places  can  scarcely  be 
called  pro.stitute.s,  notwithstanding  their  undeniable  fall  fmm  vir- 
tue. They  sin  but  with  one  individual,  and  that,  in  many  cases, 
from  positive  affection,  and  in  others  from  the  desire  of  sexual 
gratification.  Whatevt>r  may  be  tht?  motive,  it  does  not  concern 
the  keeper  of  the  hoiise,  whose  only  business  is  to  receive  the  rent 
of  her  nwm,  which  ranges  from  two  or  three  dollars  upward  to 
any  amount  that  policy  or  the  desire  to  insure  secrecy  may  dic- 
tate. Donbtlesa  very  few  of  the  vi.sitor8  regard  money  in  their 
negotiations.  Females  are  very  frequently  closel}-  veile<l  when 
they  enter  the  house,  so  that  their  features  can  not  be  recognizc-d, 
as  has  been  illustrated  in  trials  for  divorce  in  this  city,  especially 
if  the  prior  arrangements  for  the  meeting  have  been  made  by  the 
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gentlemen.  K,  on  the  otliur  haiiil,  the  lady  takes  the  preliminary 
steps,  she  can  scarcely  be  niikuowu  to  the  proprietress,  in  whose 
keeping  she  consequently  places  her  character. 

The  unsuspecting  moral  men  of  New  York  will  scarcely  credit 
these  fiicts,  but  men  of  the  world  know  that  such  meetings  and 
places  for  meeting  are  not  unojmmon.  It  may  be  objecte<i  that 
the  exposure  of  these  mysteries  imparts  information  which  may 
lead  the  uninitiated  into  similar  practices.  It  is  believed  that  the 
iufonuation  here  given  is  not  sufficiently  definite  for  this  end,  and, 
certiiinly,  nothing  could  be  fiU'iher  from  the  design  of  this  work 
than  to  aid  an  immoral  jmrpose.  But  it  is  a  duty  to  record  the 
general  facts,  in  oi-der  that  our  citizens  may  be  aware  of  the  dan- 
gers that  abound  on  every  side;  and  particularly  is  it  necessary 
because  many  of  the  female  visitors  are  married  women,  who  take 
advantage  of  the  absence  of  their  husbands  at  business. 

A  question  will  arise:  "Who  arc  the  women  that  keep  these 
houses?"  Tiuit  they  can  not  have  lived  as  common  prostitutes, 
or  been  the  keepers  of  houses  of  prostitution,  is  evident.  In  the 
first  pluee,  the  acquaintances  they  would  have  made  in  either  of 
those  avocations  woidd  preclude  the  possibility  uf  their  maintain- 
ing the  inviolable  secn:;ey  accessary  in  a  bouiw  of  assignation ; 
and,  again,  no  female  would  enter  a  place  of  this  description,  the 
keeper  of  which  would  be  likely  to  betray  her.  It  is  apprehend- 
ed that  some  of  these  ^louses  originate  in  the  following  manner; 
in  fact,  we  know  of  more  than  one  that  did  eonmienc^  so  : 

A  female  engaged  in  an  inti'igue  which  she  can  not  carry  oat 
at  her  own  residence,  and  desiring  a  place  of  security  for  her  meet- 
ings, has  an  acquaintance  with  some  shrewd  wf>mim,  possibly  one 
who  WKfks  fiir  her  as  seamstress,  or  in  some  other  capacity,  whom 
she  makes  partially  a  confidant.  She  tells  her  that  she  is  desir- 
ous of  seeing  a  gentleman,  whom,  for  some  particular  n-ascm,  she 
can  not  invite  to  her  house,  and  asks  if  she  will  accommodate  her 
with  a  room  in  which  the  inter\-iew  can  take  phice.  It  is  not 
hkel  v  that  a  perstui  wh<t  felt  under  any  obligation  to  her  employer 
would  refuse  sueli  a  request,  especially  for  so  simjile  a  purpose  as 
a  short  conversiition.  The  meeting  accordingly  takes  jilace,  and 
a  handsome  present  is  made  her.  It  is  frequently  repeated,  until 
she  bt>comes  suspicious,  anfl  finally  Siitisfied  that  these  interviews 
are  for  the  purjxjse  of  sexual  intercourse.  By  this  time  it  has  be- 
come a  question  of  jxilici/  with  her.  She  argues  that  if  she  refuses 
to  extend  any  future  accommodation  she  will  lose  not  only  a  oon- 
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siderable  income  from  the  presents,  but  also  all  employment  from 
thf  lady.  She  knows  thatb}'  ullowiiig  such  meetings  she  realizes 
considerably  more  than  she  eau  procure  by  her  daily  labor,  and 
self-interest  is  genendly  strong  enough  to  overcome  her  scruples. 
She  goes  ou  extending  lier  ueeonnnodations,  and  enlarging  the  cb- 
cle  of  her  visitors,  until  she  beeouiea  mistress  of  a  select  house  of 
assignjition,  which  will  be  always  libei-ally  patronized  so  long  as 
her  jwwer  of  muinuiiuing  the  requisite  secrecy  remains  unim- 
piaehcd.  Some  of  these  women  are  from  distant  cities ;  entire 
strangers  in  New  York,  except  to  their  immediate  customers.  If 
they  are  widows  who  have  children,  these  are  invariably  educated 
away  from  home.  From  the  privacy  observed  it  is  ven-  diHiculi 
to  estimate  their  receipts,  which  nmst  be  large.  They  sometimes 
degenerate  into  keepers  of  hou.'^.'s  of  public  prostitution,  and  then 
V'cuuie  dangerous  members  of  society,  on  account  of  the  secrets 
which  have  been  intrusted  to  them. 

Proliubly  some  of  our  ultni-fashionable  citizens  might  be  en- 
abled to  give  m<jre  particulars  of  these  houses  than  are  here  col- 
lected. What  has  hecn  stau?d  is  gathered  from  authentic  sources, 
and  iiiJiy  command  implicit  belief.  Indeed,  so  trustworthy  is  the 
authnriiy  that  it  maybe  cunlldenlly  asserted  that  even  Fifth  Ave- 
nue and  Union  Square  are  not  exempt  from  these  resorts. 

Such  houses  miu5t  be  regarded  as  the  connecting  link  l)etween 
the  licentious  excesses  of  the  capital.s  of  Europe  and  this  city  of 
the  New  World.  They  are  dangerous  from  their  secrecy  and  ex- 
clusi\eness.  As  yet  they  are  rare;  and  it  speaks  well  for  the 
mi-irals  u{  our  upper  classes  that  they  are  so.  It  shows  that  the 
majority  of  people  in  the  higher  walks  of  life  are  untainted.  But 
the  coui-se  of  deterioniiion  has  commenced.  Will  not  American 
good  sense  and  American  morality  check  this  biise  imitation  of 
a  foreign  custom  ? 

The  recently  avowed  sentiments,  or  rather  the  resuscitation  of 
aentiments  which  were  proclaimed  yeare  ago  respecting  the  obli- 
gations of  marriage  and  the  theory  of  "  free  love,"  have  doubtless 
incretL>ied  tbe  patrons  of  houses  of  assignation  among  our  fashion- 
able novel-reading  people,  or  weak  romantic  heads  made  giddy 
by  the  sudden  acquisition  of  wealth.  For  the  last  fifteen  j'cars  a 
loose  code  of  morals  has  been  promulgated  among  ns,  the  foreign 
apostles  of  which — many  of  th<>m  pretending  to  nobility,  but  b<?ing 
in  truth  mere  adventurers — have  visited  us,  and  by  them  and 
tbroueh  their  influence  many  intrigues  have  originated.     A  spice 
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of  romance  in  the  American  chai-acter  has  iuduced  many  to  join 
tliis  movement  in  search  of  adventure,  while  a  portion  of  our 
female  society  are  ardent  admirers  of  every  thing  foivign,  be  it  a 
lord  or  a  lace  veil,  and  these  deUght  in  an  intrigue  because  it  is 
an  exotic. 

The  facilities  of  communication  with  Flurope  are  now  so  great 
that  Aineriean  travel  on  that  continent  is  largely  ou  tlie  increase, 
and  perhaps  there  are  at  this  lime  in  the  cities  of  continental 
Euroj>r'  more  representatives  of  our  society  than  of  any  other 
nation.  Many  of  our  people  go  there  with  the  laudable  desire  to 
improve  their  minds  by  general  culture,  or  for  the  study  of  par- 
ticular branches  nf  s^cience  or  art,  but  it  is  t^)  be  regretted  that 
s<)me  come  back  to  our  shores  with  idests  udculated  to  be  any 
thing  but  beneficial  to  their  native  country  in  a  scK'ial  or  moral 
{Kjint  of  view.  The  sons  of  our  staid  and  "solid  men"  go  to  the 
capital  of  the  French  empire  to  study  medicine.  Apart  from  the 
impropriety  of  this  course  when  there  are  tiie  same  tiieilities  for 
study  here,  where  a  few  seconds  of  lightning  inteivi>urso  will  place 
them  in  immediate  coinnuniication  with  their  friends,  instead  of 
their  being  se|)anited  four  thousand  miles  from  parents  and  guar- 
dians, does  till'  (Mul  justity  the  means?  What  course  do  these 
young  men  frequently  pursue?  L'^nable  to  speak  the  language 
intelligibly,  they  resort,  to  the  acquaintance  of  a  i/risft/i;  in  order 
to  study  in  her  company.  The  language  they  acquire  by  this 
means  is,  at  be.st,  a  vulgar  jmlois ;  but  they  also  obtain  a  knowl- 
edge of  intrigue  entirely  incompatible  with  the  sinqiliciiy  and 
purity  (jf  our  republican  institutions — a  species  of  male  and  female 
di|)lomacy  foreign  to  the  character  of  our  people. 

Young  ladies,  too,  when  they  return  i'mm  a  foreign  tour,  are 
more  fasfinatitl  with  the  charms  and  successes  of  the  favored  mis- 
tress of  some  European  prince  or  jvotentate  than  benefited  by  the 
useful  solid  lessons  of  travel.  With  them,  as  with  the  others,  it 
is  all  superficiality.  Suix-rficial  when  they  started,  superficial 
while  traveling,  they  are  still  more  superficial  wlien  they  return. 
There  are  always  weak-minded  people  in  this  country  who  will 
ape  foreign  manners,  and  to  this  cause  must  be  assigned  the 
gradual  approximation  of  (jur  fashionable  society  to  the  vices  of 
the  European  capitals,  their  ladylike  and  gentlemanlike  frailties, 
their  genteel  ptrcadilloes  and  atlectations.  The  effects  of  foreign 
travel  upon  such  persons  can  not  but  be  injurious.  It  demands  a 
clear  head  and  a  sound  heart,  to  decide  between  the  vicious  fri- 
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volities  and  the  positive  good  submitted  to  their  uotict',  aud  with 
the  elass  mentioned  it  requires  but  little  judgment  to  know  whieh 

will  first  attract  them.     They  must  see  Lord  A or  Count 

B ,  no  matter  whut  valuable  ^^pportUIlities  for  instruction  they 

niiiis.  Tiiey  must  become  a  a  /nil  in  the  observances  of  courts  and 
the  manners  of  courtiers,  no  matter  what  else  they  leave  undone. 

As  remedial  measures  for  another  evil  are  elsewhere  spoken  of, 
this  may  be  an  ajipropriate  place  to  suggest  for  profound  consid- 
eration whether  it  wuuld  not  be  a  wise  policy  to  adopt  some  piv- 
ventive  system  for  this  evil.  We  might  establish  a  phrenolog- 
ical and  psychological  bureau,  armed  with  full  powers  to  exam- 
ine all  persons  desiring  to  travel,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether 
they  may  safely  make  the  grand  lour,  and  have  sufficient  strength 
of  intellect  and  firmness  of  principle  to  resist  the  vitiating  influ- 
ences and  examples  which  will  surround  them  there,  so  that  they 
may  return  only  with  a  knowledge  of  the  good  and  valuable  les- 
sons taught ! 

But  the  evils  of  foreign  manners  and  customs  are  not  imported 
solely  by  the  traveling  class  of  our  own  eoininuuity.  The  ptilit- 
ical  turmoils  of  Europe,  in  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  have  thrown 
among  us  numerous  refugees  who  have  been  reared  in  the  hot-beds 
of  intrigue,  and  who,  styling  themselves  artistes^  depend  upon  our 
unexampled  prosperity,  the  increase  of  our  wealth,  the  improve- 
ment of  our  country,  and  our  known  predilections  for  foreigners, 
to  enable  them  to  make  a  living,  and  also  to  estabhsh  the  same 
state  of  morals  and  manners  existing  in  the  cities  whence  they 
came.  The  United  States  are  now  the  great  harvest-field  for  ait, 
which,  with  science,  music,  and  poetry,  aids  to  improve  the  mind. 
At  the  same  time  these  bring  with  them  an  excessive  devotion  to 
fashion,  both  in  dress  and  manners,  as  the  low-necked  dress  ami 
the  lascivious  waltz,  which  are  so  decidedly  positive  degeneraiious 
from  our  normal  stat*'  that  none  but  the  most  superficial  will  ever 
copy. 

That  we  are  rapidly  introducing  many  of  the  most  absurd  fol- 
lies and  worst  vices  of  Eurojje  is  a  patent  fact  Almost  every  one 
can  specify  acta  now  tolerated  in  respectable  families  which,  so 
far  from  being  permitted  fifteen  years  ago,  would  have  been 
thought  by  our  plain  common-sense  parents  amply  sufficient  U:) 
warrant  the  exclusion  nf  the  offender  from  the  domestic  circle ; 
and  it  is  an  equally  coiispicuous  fact  that  our  social  moralit}-  is 
deteriorating  in  a  direct  ratio  to  the  introduction  of  these  habits. 
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Every  (lay  makos  tbc  system  of  Now  York  more  like  that  ol  -hft 
most  depraved  capitals  of  continental  Europe,  and  it  remains  for 
the  ^owl  innate  sense  of  the  bulk  of  the  Aniericnn  people  t<>  say 
how  much  farther  we  shall  proceed  in  this  frivolous,  intriguing, 
and  despieublc  manner  of  living;  or  whether  they  will  not  .strive 
to  perpettiale  the  stern  morality  of  the  Puritan  fathers,  our  great 
moral  safeguai-d  so  far,  and  thus  put  an  etfeinual  harrier  agjtinst 
the  inniads  of  a  Uirrent  whieh  must  undermine  our  whole  s»>cial 
fabric,  and  tinally  crush  us  beneath  the  ruins. 

The  second  class  of  assignation-houses  are,  to  a  great  extent, 
private,  but  not  .so  rigidly  exclusive  as  the  others.  Their  furni- 
ture is  of  the  same  luxurious  style,  but  of  u  mon'  gaudy  character. 
Grenerally  the  same  routine  i«  observed  in  n?gard  to  entrance  as 
in  those  of  the  first  class.  The  principal  portion  of  the  females 
who  resort  to  them  are  married  women,  nuwt  of  whom  are  from 
the  upper  chiAses,  whose  sexual  passions  are  not  gratified  else- 
where, or  who  re.soft  tx>  this  means  to  obtain  more  money  to  ex- 
penil  in  dress ;  kept  inistres.se.s,  re.sidiug  with  their  lovere  as  hus- 
band and  wife  in  hotels  or  boanling-houses,  whose  attachment  is 
not  strong  enougli  to  keep  them  faithful  to  one  man  ;  occasionally 
the  best  clas.«  of  sfrviiig-womcn,  or  shop-women,  or  females  whose 
occupations,  such  as  milliners,  artificial  florists,  etc.,  lead  them  into 
conta«:t  with  the  fashionable  elapses.  It  is  told  on  good  authority 
that  there  ar<'  husbands  cognizjint  of  the  fact -that  their  wives  visit 
such  places,  and  wlii>  11  vi*  wholly  or  in  part  u^xrn  money  earned 
in  this  way.  The.-^e  ea-ses  are  not  supfmscMi  t"  be  numerou.-;,  but 
it  is  to  be  liopfd,  for  the  credit  of  our  iuaion;d  character,  that  the 
number  will  become  still  sn^aller.  A  few  pro.stitute8  of  the  uppt^r 
grades  sometimes  visit  this  ela.ss  of  houses ;  tliey  are  known  to  the 
keeju^r,  iuid  she  encourag<'s  them  for  the  following  n-ason  :  An 
habitue  of  the  place  will  make  an  appointment  to  visit  it  at  a  spo- 
i-ified  time,  and  he  tells  the  kwper  he  would  wi.sh  to  nu'i-t  a  fe- 
male there.  At  the  api}oint4xl  day  his  wishes  are  gratified,  the 
keeper  having  acted  as  negotiator  with  one  of  the  girls  mentioned. 
More  wine  is  consumed  in  the.s<'  housi-s  than  in  the  strictly  select 
ones,  probably  from  tlie  diffi^rent  eia.'ss  who  frequent  them. 

The  third-class  houses  of  assignation  are  not  situated  in  snch 
select  parts  of  the  city  as  are  the  other  two  classes.  Some  of  them 
are  managed  with  mudi  privacy  and  seclusion,  while  others  are 
simply  houses  of  public  pro.<5titution  on  a  large  scale.  Their  princi- 
pal fi-mnle  patrons  ari'  those  prostitutes  who  have  rebelled  against 
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the  exorbitant  charges  made  by  keepers  (jf  fashionable  Louses, 
and  shop-girls  who  resort  to  prostitution  to  augment  their  income. 
Muny  of  these  live  some  distance  up  town,  aud  uuy  one  who  is 
journeying  downward  in  the  after  part  of  the  day  may  see  num- 
bei-sof  theiu  going  tu  these  jjlaee;*  in  the  em's  and  stages.  This  is 
another  nnitiitiuii  of  the  French  uiid  English  systems.  Ven*  little 
disgui-sie  is  attempted  about  these  third-class  housea  Each  has  a 
parlor  or  rec<'fitioii-i'(Kjm,  where  a  man  can  have  a  bottle  ol'  wine, 
and  one  i  (r  two  of  the  girls  named  will  join  him.  Of  course  many 
couples  visit  there,  but  a  large  number  of  men  go  nlone,  knowing 
that  there  are  always  women  in  the  house.  Fust  3'oung  men 
about  town  are  in  the  habit  of  keeping  thi-ir  mistresses  at  these 
houses,  as  more  economical  than  bonrding  with  them  at  hotels. 
Considerable  disease  is  propagated  in  such  places,  a  contingency 
from  which  tlii'  tirst  and  secoud  chusses  arc  almo.st  entirely  exempt. 
Business  is  generally  over  here  in  three  or  four  hours,  commenc- 
ing in  the  dusk  of  the  evening;  but  it  is  unquestionably  a  source 
of  oon:>iderable  rev<Miue  to  the  keeper,  particularly  in  those  cuises 
where  she  acta  as  procuress,  since,  in  addition  to  the  rent  of  tlie 
room  which  the  num  pays,  she  always  receives  a  preM-iit  from  the 
woiniui. 

There  is  another  or  fourth  class  of  assignation-houses  to  which 
the  commonest  portion  of  street-walken*  take  theii-  company,  ami 
the.se  may  be  euipliatically  described  by  an  old  saying,  "Cheap 
anil  nasty."  Diit}-  and  insufficient  actommodations  are  the  equiv- 
alents (or  low  prices,  and  such  places  are.  in  the  general  estima- 
tion of  eonnoiseurs,  very  low  aud  desjticable.  Notwithstanding 
this  ihey  thrive  and  nmltiply,  from  which  it  may  safely  be  infer- 
red that  they  are  profitable  in  a  business  |xiint  of  view,  repulsive 
as  they  may  be  in  their  features  and  arrangements.  Some  of 
them  are  ingeniously  arranged  with  a  view  to  roV»l)ery,  and  are 
called  '•panel-houses."  The  plan  adopted  is  somewhat  as  follows: 
Sonir  man,  generally  a  countryman  not  ver^-  well  informed  in  the 
tricks  of  the  metropolis,  meets  with  a  prostitute,  and  agrees  to  ac- 
company her  to  an  fusaignation-house.  She  is  in  league  with  the 
"panel  thieves,"  luid  theiefore  introduces  her  victim  to  one  of 
their  rcMims.  The  apartment  seldom  contains  more  furniture 
than  a  bed  and  a  chair  or  lounge,  with  the  floor  covered  with  a 
thick  carpet.  To  make  '•  a.'^sii ranee  doubly  suiv,"  the  man  him- 
self locks  the  door  by  which  he  enters,  and,  when  undressing,  nat- 
urally throws  his  clothes  upon  the  chair  or  lounge.     The  bed- 
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steud  is  placed  so  that  the  feel  come  toward  the  only  apjMrmt 
door  in  the  rotun,  with  one  side  against  the  wall,  and  the  head  and 
other  sidf  huti^  with  eiirtuiiis,  whirh  ilu'  woman  carefully  draws 
as  son  as  the  man  lies  down  by  her  side.  At  the  head  of  the 
bed,  and  of  ctmi'se  concealed  by  the  drapery  from  any  one  occu- 
jiyiug  it,  is  another  door,  whieb  fonns  the  secret  entrance.  It  is 
so  adroitly  arranged,  and  so  neatly  covered  with  paper  the  same 
as  the  walls,  that  no  one  would  suspect  its  existence.  The  hinges 
and  fa.st(!ning  on  the  oiitside  aiv  oiled,  so  that  no  noise  can  be  per- 
ceived when  it  is  opened,  and  the  operator  steals  with  cat-like 
sti-p  over  the  carpet,  and  quietly  examines  the  clothes  without 
alarming  tlie  unsuspecting  stranger.  The  thief  completes  his  in- 
sppt'tion,  appropriates  as  much  as  he  thinks  proper,  and  the  tem- 
porary occupant  of  the  ajiurtment  resumes  his  clothes  and  pre- 
pares to  leave.  If  his  suspicions  are  excited  by  the  cLrcumstance 
that  his  wallet  looks  less  plethoric  than  it  did,  and  an  examina- 
tion reveals  that  some  of  its  contents  are  missint;:,  he  knows  not 
how  to  account  for  it.  He  is  j)erfectly  eeiiain  that  no  one  has  en- 
tered that  room  while  he  was  there,  and  if  he  has  "  visited"  much 
before  meeting  t!ie  girl,  he  concludes  that  he  mu.st  have  lost  some 
of  his  money  in  his  career,  and  that  the  only  way  is  to  take  the 
loss  contentedly,  and  avoid  New  York  fascinations  in  future. 
Sometimes  the  losei'  has  not  enough  philosophy  for  this,  and  if 
he  can  be  certiiin  that  his  money  was  right  when  he  entered  the 
room,  will  call  in  the  police,  and  thus  expose  the  secret  arrange- 
nii'nts  of  the  establishment.  This  is  comparatively  a  rare  case,  as 
most  men  would  rather  .submit  to  a  pecuniary  less  than  encounter 
the  trouble  and  exposure  attending  a  criminal  prosecution,  and 
the  knowledge  of  this  reluctance  enables  the  "  panel  thieves"  to 
pursue  their  operations  almost  with  impunity. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

NEW   YORK. — EXTENT,  EFFECTS,  AND  COST  OF  PROSTITUTION. 

Number  of  Public  Prostitutes. — Opinion  of  Chief  of  Police  in  186(5. — Effectx  no 
Prostitution  of  Conimercinl  Pnnir  of  18.17. — ExtmvDpnni  .Suriniw^. — Police  In- 
vestigation of  Mny,  1H.">S. — Private  Pn>stitHtcs. — .AiiirrcpBic  Prostitution. — Vis- 
itors from  tlir  Suburbs  of  New  York. — Strunpers. — Pro|iorti<in  of  Prostitute*  to 
Popululion. — Syphilis. — Uuntier  of  Infection. — Increiwe  of  Venereal  DuMjase. — 
Sintistics  of  Cases  trcnied  in  Island  Hoki'Itai.,  Blackwcll'i!  Ihlamu. — Primary 
Syjihilis  nnd  its  Inilicntions. — Ciutes  of  Vcnereul  Disease  in  Public  Inotitnlioiis. 
— Aluis-liouse.  —  \Vork-liou&<?.  —  IVnitentisni'.  —  Belleviie  Hospital.  —  Nursery 
Hospitul.  Uuniliill's  Island. — Emiprnnts'  Hospital.  Wanl's  Island. — New  York 
City  Hospital. — DUijwnsaries. — Medical  Colleges. — Kinjr's  Coiinty  Hospital. — 
Brwiklyii  City  Hospital. — Seamen's  Retreat,  Stalen  Inland. — Sunininrr  of  Cases 
treated  in  Public  Institutions. — Private  Trealraent. — AdvertL-i'rs. — Patent  Med- 
icines.— Drug-stores. — AgRTcgate  of  Venereal  Disease. — Probabilities  of  Infec- 
tion.— Cost  of  Prostitution. — Capital  invested  in  Houses  of  Prostitution  and  As- 
signation, Danciiig-saltHins,  etc. — Income  of  Prostitutes. — Individual  Expenses 
of  Visitors. — Medical  Ex|K'nsc«. — Vagrancy  nnd  Pauper  Exp<'nse». — Police  and 
Jndieiary  Exjienscs. — Correspondence  with  U'Hilinp  Cities  of  the  United  States. 
— Estimated  Prostitution  throughout  the  Tnion. — Remarks  on  " Tail's  fV<wrt«ii- 
tioii  IB  Eili»fmri/li." — I'tilViundc-d  Estimates. — National  Statistics  of  Popnlatioll, 
Births,  Education.  Oeenpation,  Wages  Pauperism,  Crime,  Breweries  and  Distil- 
leries, and  Nativities. 

The  pret'oding  chapters  have  given  a  statistical  aiid  descriptive 
account  oi"  prostitution  in  New  York.  Before  considering  wliiu 
mea.surps  ('an  bt*  Viost  ajijilied  for  the  amt'lioration  of  its  accoui- 
panying  evils,  it  will  hv  necessary  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
system,  nnd  this  inquiry  inii.'<t  include  the  number  of  abandoned 
women  in  tlie  city,  and  the  aiimunt  nf  venereal  infection  propa- 
gated tlirough  their  agency. 

It  has  been  assumed  in  these  pages  that  the  two  thousand  wom- 
en whose  replies  form  the  basis  of  the  stsiti.'^tical  tables,  represent 
about  one  third  of  the  aggregate  prostitution  of  New  York.  This 
is  allowing  an  increase  of  twenty  per  cent,  during  the  winter  of 
1857-8,  in  (/onsequence  of  the  commereiiil  panic  of  last  autumn, 
and  the  resulting  paralysis  of  trade,  and  suJlering  of  the  laboring 
community. 

In  the  progress  of  this  investigation  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  consult  those  whose  acquaintance  with  the  details  of  city  life 
would  entitle  their  opinions  to  confidence,  as  to  the  actual  num- 
ber of  proi^titutes  within  our  limits;  and  in  addition  to  much  in- 
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Ibrrnation  obuiined  privately,  the  following  correspondence  took 
place  with  tbi'  then  Chii/i' of  Police: 

(Copy.) 
>■  Resident  Pbyniciaii'ii  Office,  Blockwell's  UUuid, ) 
New  Yiirk,  Sc)iiL-iiilier  1,  1856.  > 

"  George  W.  Matsell,  Esq.,  Chief  of  Police  .- 

"  Deak  Sir,  During  the  last  twetitv  yeurs  various  estimates  have  been 
made  by  differeut  person.s,  foreigners  and  natives,  interested  and  not  inter- 
ested, na  to  the  nuinlver  of  prostitutes  in  the  city  of  New  Vork.  It  is  gcn- 
enilly  supposc-ti  thiit  they  reach  tlic  large  number  <if  twentj'-five  or  thirty 
thousand.  You,  ^'i^,  have  been  at  the  head  of  the  police  department  of  the 
city  for  tlio  past  fifteen  years,  while  previous  Ui  that  time  you  acted,  if  I 
mistake  not,  as  one  of  the  {xiliee  justices  of  the  city.  I  presume,  therefore, 
that  you  have  a  considerable  knowledge  of  prostitution  as  it  exists  here, 
and  consequently  can  give  a  very  correct  o|iinian  as  tu  the  number  of  proa- 
titutes  in  New  York  City. 

"  Yuu  will  greatly  oblige  me  if,  at  your  earliest  leisure,  and  in  any  form 
iiiu.st  convriiient  to  yourself,  you  wilt  state  what  you  believe  to  bo  the  total 
niuuber  of  prostitutes  now  in  the  city. 

"  It  is  proper  to  add  tliat,  witli  your  fKrmission,  I  intend  to  pubUsh  thia 
letter,  with  your  answer,  in  the  report  on  ['rostitiition  which  I  am  preparing, 
and  shall  soon  have  the  honor  bo  laj'  liefore  the  public. 

"  Yours  respectfully,  Wiluajj  W.  (^angeb, 

"  Resident  Physician,  Blackwell's  Island." 

(Ri'ply.) 
"Office  of  ill-  Oiii-f  .,r  Polk-f,  New  York,  Dec.  12.  185e.^ 

" Doctor  William  W.  Sanger: 

'*  IIear  Sir,  I  received  your  letter  asking  nic  to  express  in  writing  my 
estimate  of  the  whole  number  of  known  public  pnjstitute.s  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  In  the  absence  of  any  law  compelling  the  registering  of  public 
prostitute.-*,  it  would  l)e  very  difficult  to  testify  with  accuracy  to  the  exact 
number  of  such  perstins  in  the  cit_y.  I  have  no  heatancy  in  .stating  that,  in 
my  opinion,  they  do  not  mmilier  nver  five  thousand  persons,  if  indeed  tiiey 
reach  >f)  high  a  fignrt?.  Having  been  engaged  in  public  life  for  many  vears, 
my  opinion  is  based  on  the  observntions  made  by  me  from  time  to  time,  and 
from  varioufi  official  report**  made  to  nic. 

"  Yiiu  are  at  liberty  to  make  .vuch  use  of  this  answer  to  your  interrogatory 
u  you  may  deem  proper.  Wrv  rcsfiectfully  yours, 

"Geo.  VV.  Matsell,  Chief  of  Polioe." 

This  communication,  in  addition  to  the  ihct.s  f^ic.iiu'd  from  other 
sonrces,  was  amply  sufficient  to  w.irrant  the  conclusion  that  the 
known  public  prf)Stittite8  in  New  York  did  not  exceed  five  thou* 
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sand  in  number  at  the  close  of  the  year  1856.  Then  ensueU  ifae 
summer,  with  its  artificia!  inflation — that  false  prosperity  which 
oxcites  unlioumled  hopt-s  and  stimulules  to  measureless  extrava- 
giuice,  followed  by  the  revulsion  and  jmnic  of  the  fall  and  winter. 
Trade  wiui  literally  dead:  operatives,  la-ver  ttx)  well  paid,  wen- 
threatened  with  .starvation ;  fenjalcs,  particularly,  felt  the  rigid 
pressure  of  the  limes.  In  many  fjamilies  the  embarrassments  of 
the  Ihtliers  C()mi>clled  :i  redxiction  of  the  servants  employed,  and 
a  large  number  urciumeslics  were  added  to  the  aggregate  ol  that 
class  already  out  of  situations.  The  occupations  of  the  untiy  of 
aeani-stresses,  dress-makers,  milliners,  and  tiiilore>ises  were  sus- 
pended, and  their  struggles  for  bread  were  merwed  in  the  general 
cry  for  lalxjr.  It  was,  in  short,  a  trj'ing  time  alike  for  the  sutter- 
ers  and  the  observers.  But  one  resort  seemed  available;  the 
poor  workless,  houseless,  foixiless  woman  must  have  reeoursf  to 
prastitution  as  a  means  of  preserving  life. 

As  usual  in  any  time  of  great  excitement,  surmise  ran  actually 
wild  a.s  to  the  extent  of  the  con.'*equcncos,  and  extravagant  theo- 
ries abounded ;  one  gentleman  aetuaFly  stating  in  a  public  meet- 
ing thiit  a  thousand  virtuous  girls  were  becoming  prostitutes  ev- 
ery week  tlintugh  sheer  starvation!  An  assertion  so  appalling 
as  this  is  its  own  refutation.  It  lussumes  that  one  woman  in  every 
hundred  of  the  female  population  of  New  Vork  City,  1)etween  the 
ages  of  fifteen  ami  thirty  years,  became  a  prostitute  every  week ; 
and  therefore,  ('aring  the  six  months  of  fall  and  winter,  twenty- 
six  thousand  women,  one  fourlh  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  siges 
named,  one  in  every  four  of  all  the  wunien  under  middle  age, 
would  have  been  forced  into  vice !  The  practice  of  "jumping  at 
conclusions"  Ujion  serious  matters  like  this  is  much  to  be  n-jire- 
hended.  An  exaggerated  statement  made  in  the  fervor  of  enthu- 
siasm, while  advocating  a  benevolent  object,  must  always  recoil 
to  the  injury  of  the  cause  it  is  intended  to  juomote.  It  will  be 
necessary  only  to  consider  for  a  moment  the  financial  condition 
of  New  York  to  be  convinced  that  such  an  increase  of  prostitu- 
tion was  impos.'sible.  It  e«n  not  he  denied  that  the  number  of 
abandoned  women  is  regulated  V>y  the  demand;  or  that  the  only 
inducement  which  could  lead  virtuous  girls  to  the  course  alleged 
must  have  lieen  the  necessity  to  earn  money  for  subsistence.  But 
this  necessity  to  earn  money  was  fell  jus  strongly  by  men  :i.-^  Ity 
women.  The  revulsion  for  a  time  left  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity without  resources.     Merchants,  mainifacturers,  and  stow 
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keepers  found  their  receipts  inadequate  to  meet  their  expendi- 
tiuvK.  Commercial  employes,  book-keepers,  clerks,  salesmen,  and 
agents  were  discharged.  Mechanics  in  eveiy  branch  were  with- 
out work,  and  consequeutW  without  wages.  Merchants  from 
other  parts  of  the  cxjuntn-  had  no  money  to  meet  their  liabilities 
or  make  fresh  purchases,  and  therefore  did  not  visit  the  city  as 
usual.  These  causes  combined  to  reduce  the  business  of  houses 
of  prostitution,  and  instead  of  large  accessions  to  the  ranks  of 
courtesiins,  many  of  this  very  class  were  forced  to  seek  a  refuge 
in  the  public  charitable  institutions.  Hence  arose  the  incn'asi'  in 
the  deisizens  of  Blackweli's  Island,  where  hospital,  alm.s-lmuse, 
work-house,  and  penitentiary  were  alike  over-crowded.  Some  of 
the  places  vacated  by  these  recipients  of  eleemosynary  aid  were 
doubtkss  tilled  by  new  recruits ;  but  the  supposition  that  a  thou- 
sand were  added  every  week  would  imply  a  change  in  the  whole 
corps  every  six  weeks,  or  a  change  nearly  five  times  completed 
during  the  fall  and  winter. 

That  female  virtue  was  yielded  in  many  instances  can  not,  un- 
fortunately, Ix!  doubted,  but  the  sufferers  did  not  become  public 
prostitutes.  Ptxjr  cresitures !  they  surrendered  themselves  unwil- 
lingly to  some  temjjorary  acquaintance,  probably  in  gratitude  for 
aAsistance  already  rendered,  or  anticipating  aid  to  he  afforded. 
Tliere  is  s<j!nelhing  tnily  melancholy  ui  the  consideration  that 
bread  had  to  be  purehas<Hl  at  such  a  price ;  that  the  only  nltema- 
tive  lay  between  voluntjirv  ilisliDUdr  and  killing  iiidig  i..  It  is 
but  charity  to  conclude  that  the  woman  who  thus  acted,  if  her  sub- 
sequent course  was  not  a  continuous  life  of  abandonment,  was  im- 
pelled by  the  stem  nece8.<5itv  of  the  times  rather  than  induced  by 
a  laxity  of  moral  ieeling.  Unchaste  as  she  must  be  admitted,  she 
can  scarcely  bi;  deemed  a  pfListitute  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of 
t!ie  word. 

It  would  be  foolish  to  deny  all  increase  of  prostitution  since  the 
date  of  the  correspondence  just  tnmscribed.  The  population  of 
New  York  is  now  s<jme  thirty  or  forty  thousand  more  than  at  that 
time,  and  female  degradation  has  extended  Jis  Jt  natural  conse- 
quence. Relying  upon  the  estimate  of  five  thoasaud  as  correct  at 
the  time  made,  the  subsequent  augmentation  of  inhabitant.s  would 
suppose  an  addition  of  alwul  three  hundi-ed  prostitutes,  but  to  take 
the  widest  scope,  and  assume  that  the  deba.sement  required  by 
hungiM'  degeiienitod  into  a  habit  of  confirmed  vice,  it  m.iy  W  ad- 
mitU^  that  the  number  of  abandoned  women  in  New  York  has 
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increased  from  five  thousand  in  1856  to  six  thousand  in  1858. 
This  is  ;i  very  lil>eral  t-.«tiniatf.  and  the  tutal  assigned  is  certainly 
not  too  small.  How  inuth  it  may  b<-  in  excess  can  not  be  said 
with  precision,  but  in  an  argumt-ni  ol"  this  nature  it  is  safer  to  err 
in  tht'  direction  of  ovirstating  an  evil  than  to  be  lulled  into  false 
security  by  tuo  flattering  a  representation. 

The  known  jmblic  prostitutes  of  New  York  are  thus  presumed 
to  aniouut  to  six  tliuus-and  at  the  pn-sent  day.  But  to  this  num- 
ber cxcfptions  might  be  taken.  To  secure  farther  accuracy,  ad- 
ditional evidence  was  sought.  In  the  month  of  May,  1858,  the 
assistance  of  the  Board  uf  Metropolitan  Police  CommissioinTS  was 
requested,  and,  under  the  direction  of  its  president  (General  James 
W.  Nve),  to  whom  our  acknowledgments  are  respectfully  tender- 
ed for  his  courtesy  and  aid,  a  list  of  queries  was  submitted  to  thts 
Inspector  of  each  Police  precinct.  Below  is  a  copy  of  the  circu- 
lar, with  a  synopsis  of  the  replies. 

(Copy.) 
"Office  (if  ttie  Mptropolitao  Police  Commissionen, > 
New  York.  May  I,  1868.  T 

"  Inspector :        Police  Precinct. 

"  SiK,  You  will  plen^ie  refiort  to  tliis  uffic*  us  early  as  poesible  on  the 
questi(rti.s  j/iven  below.  Let  your  au.swers  be  full  and  explicit,  to  the  best 
of  your  knowledpir  and  belief.  Space  is  left  below  eiieli  query  tor  the  in- 
sertion of  your  rejilie.s,  and  you  will  therefore  write  thenx  on  thi.s  sheet,  and 
return  it  without  delay. 

"  1.  How  niufiy  houses  of  prostitution,  from  the  most  public  to  the  most 
private,  are  there  in  your  police  district  1 

"  2.  How  many  housea  of  ussignation  are  there  in  your  district  ? 

"3.  How  many  (liincing-saloon.s,  liquor  and  lager-beer  stores,  are  there 
in  your  district,  where  praxtitutes  lire  in  the  habit  of  assembling,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  known  Louses  of  prostitution  f 

"  4.  Haw  many  prostitutes  do  you  suppose  reside  in  your  distrut  ?" 
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SYNOPSIS   OK    HKPLIES. 


Pr»- 

diioti. 

Reported  by 

Uaatmot 
PmtUxitltiQ. 

HooMiof 
AHl<n>tlan. 

loocu,  Llqaor 

or  (.agw^ieer 

^Morw,  where 

HnadlDto 

ttMvmble. 

KtHmmlM 
Numlwrof 
I'nMtlnilet. 

1 

3 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

IS 

18 

U 

16 

16 

IT 

18 

19 

30 

31 

22 

Inspector  .lanics  Silvcv 

Hiiri  B.  WeVd 

"         J.  A.  1'.  Mupkins.. 
"          Miirri.s  !)<•  ('uni|i .. 

Heiirv  Hiii(liiii(;s.. 

ActiuK  Iii^|K'ct«>r  Liuli 

IiisiMTtor  John  Cam  Tdii 

C.  S.  Tiirntmll 

Jniiili  L.  Scbriiij;.. 

T.  C.  Dnvis 

Peter  Squires 

Gnlfii  1'.  Porlpr  ... 

"         Thiuniw  Stcprs 

"         J.  J.  Willinmson... 

G.  W.  Dilks 

'•         Shimhi'I  ('iir)ii'iil<T. 

.1.  W.  llartt 

22 

1 

9 

35 

63 

52 

*> 

43 

2(i 

15 

39 

5 

6 

20 

1 

5 
IS 
IB 

13 
7 
6 

i's 
i 

4 

6 
19 

4 
8 

1 

1 

10 

3 
1 

"s 

46 
12 

4 

4 

12 

"is 
"i 

10 
6 
3 
2 
h 
G 

14 

76 
8 

2C 
75« 
420 
228 
100 
300 

M 
100 

50 

iwi 

125 

175 

500 

150 

2.'J« 

30 

250 

75 

50 

ThiTiiii  R.  Bennett 
"         jBme.t  Brvan 

F.  M.  Curiv 

"         Francis  S|K'i);lii.... 
■•         James  E.  Coulter.. 

Totals 

37K 

«9 

151 

3857 

Upon  some  of  the  imports  are  notes,  which  may  be  extracted. 
Inspector  Silvc-y,  1st  district,  says,  in  answer  to  question  4, 
*'  Tliei-e  are  to  my  knowledge  seventy -six  common  prostitutes  living 
in  tliis  precinct." 

Inspector  De  Camp,  4th  district,  says,  in  answer  to  question 
4:  "350  who  resiilc  in  house.^  of  prostitution,  150  kept  mis- 
tresses, 150  wlio  reside  in  the  ward,  and  prostitut*^  themselves  in 
tliis  and  other  wards,  and  probably  UHl  occasional  prostitutes." 

Inspector  Hutchinga,  5th  district,  in  anawer  to  question  3.  claaai- 
ties  th'-  ri-sorts  a.'^ 

Daiiciiin-monis 3 

SalooiiK  tind  oigar-storca CI 

Lager-beer-stores 13 

u 

and,  in  answer  to  question  4,  subdivides  the  prostituti.s  inin 

Whites 360 

Black.s 60 

420 
Acting  Inspector  Lush,  6th  district,  says,  in  answer  to  question 
4 :  "  One  hundrctl  and  seventy-eight  known  prostitutes  whose 
names  we  have ;  supposed  to  be  at  least  fifty  more  residing  in  the' 
district." 
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Inspector  Cameron,  7tb  district,  in  answer  to  question  '6,  clasai- 
fi«j  the  reaort-s  into 

Lager-boer-storeB 3 

Cigar-store 1 

4 

and,  in  answer  to  qiaation  4,  says:  "Can  give  no  reliable  infor- 
mation ;  i^robubl  V  one  hundred." 

In.*peetur  Sebring,  9th  district,  says,  in  answer  to  question  1, 
"  This  precinct  does  not  contain  auy  houses  of  prostitution  that 
I  am  aware  of;"  and  in  reply  tu  question  4:  ''Scattered  through 
the  pieeiuet  theie  are  jh-ijIkiUj  lif'ty." 

Inspector  Squires,  11th  district,  says,  in  answer  to  question  1: 
"None,  piu]terly  sjx*aking.  There  are  many  low  drinking  places 
where  dissiputetl  persons  of  both  s«"Xes  often  meet,  and  where,  no 
doubt,  ]jrostitution  is  sometimes  practiced,  but  no  regular  bouses 
of  that  ohiiiiicter."  Tu  qtiestion  3 :  "  There  are  about  a  dozen  lager- 
beer-saloons  where  Dutch  girls  of  loose  character  assemble  and 
dance  at  night.  They  do  not  remain  long  in  the  same  place,  but 
when  driven  from  one  place  they  lot-att-  in  anothi-r."  To  question 
4 :  "  I  presume  there  aie  tifty  young  women  and  inai-ried  women, 
some  of  whom  psiss  for  respectable  {lersons,  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
going  aerofss  to  the  eighth,  fifteenth,  and  other  disrejnitable  wards 
for  purpos-.'S  of  prostitution,  and  s<.)iiie  ol  the  lowest  of  these  are 
even  said  to  visit  the  fifth  ward,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  as- 
certain this  faet  positively." 

Insjx'ctor  Porter,  r2th  district  «»ys,  "This  precinct,  comprising 
all  that  |^M)rtinn  ol  the  island  north  of  86th  street,  is  not  infested 
with  any  of  the  wils  cnuiui'ratj'*!  in  the  within  questions." 

Inspirtor  Williamsou,  14ili  district,  says,  in  answer  to  question 
4,  "  I  should  xuppose  about  125." 

InsjX'Ctor  Carpenter,  lOtli  distri<'t,  sjiys,  in  answer  to  question 
4,  "  It  is  generally  conceded  by  thosi-  of  us  who  presume  to  know 
that  there  are  in  this  pnniinct  at  lea.st  five  hundred  prostitutes,  of 
all  ages,  nations,  grades,  and  colors."' 

Inspector  Hartt,  17lh  district,  a»ys,  in  answer  to  question  4, 
"  This  being  a  hard  question  to  answer,  the  answer  must  \k'  taken 
as  entirely  guess-work :  supposed  to  be  about  one  hundred  and 

fifty." 

Inspector  Cuny,  20th  district,  says,  in  answer  to  question  4: 
"  Probably  two  or  thn-e  hundred,  but  this  is  mere  guess-work. 
We  know  there  are  a  gn-at  tnuny ;  some  of  them  very  young." 

Those  reports  from  which.no  extracts  have  been  ninde  consist 
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simply  of  figun-s  without  any  rt-marks,  and  arc  given  fully  in  tne 
synopsis.  It  will  be  observed  tiiat  all  the  officers  quoted  give  tLe 
number  of  prostitutes  more  as  a  conjecture  than  a  certainty ;  and 
altbuugli  tbeir  avocations  would  Iwid  theiu  to  know  nir)st  of  the 
disreputable  womeu  in  their  several  districts,  none  of  tlicni  :issume 
to  be  so  thoroughly  informed  as  to  be  enabled  to  answer  positive- 
ly. To  the  nnnibers  they  give  must  be  added  the  floating  prosti- 
tute population  of  station-houses,  city  and  district  prisons,  hospi- 
tals, work -house,  alms-house,  and  penite' itiary,  which  varies  firjm 
one  thousand  to  two  thousjind,  and  may  he  taken  at  an  a\-erage 
of  one  thousand  five  hundred.  This,  with  tho:^e  known  to  the 
police,  makes  a  total  of  5357,  and  the  balance  of  six  hundred  and 
forty-three  (6-43),  rcquinxl  to  raise  the  number  to  six  thousand 
(60UO),  is  but  a  moderate  allowance  for  those  who  have  escaped 
the  eyes  of  the  i  iffieers  when  taking  the  census.  As  before  re- 
marked, it  is  better  to  overestimate  than  imdereslimate  the  aban- 
doned women  of  the  city. 

But  to  this  number  are  to  be  added  those  whose  calling  is  so 
effectually  disguised  as  to  prevent  its  being  known — thosi>  who 
practice  prostitution  in  addition  to  some  legitimate  occupuiion,  and 
those  who  resort  to  illicit  pleasures  for  the  indulgence  of  their 
passions.  To  obtain  iuformation  on  these  [loints  some  sup|)le- 
mentary  questions  were  addressed  to  the  cnptuins  of  police  at  the 
commencement  of  this  investigation  in  185(j,  and  their  replies  are 
iiuw  submittt'd. 

The  first  inquiry  was,  ''  How  many  houses  of  assignation  are 
there  in  your  district?"  It  was  known  when  this  interrogatory 
was  propounded  that  the  secrecy  nuiintained  in  these  places  would 
in  some  instances  batHe  the  keenness,  not  often  at  fault,  of  onr 
shrewdest  polict;  officers,  and  no  suqirise  was  felt  when  their  re- 
plies indicated  that  only  seventy -four  (74)  of  these  hou.scs  were 
known  to  them.  Reliable  information  from  other  sources  led  to 
the  conviction  that  this  was  understated.  The  investigation  of 
May,  1858,  fixes  the  number  at  eighty-nine  (89),  which  is  also  too 
low  ;  and  we  shall  be  perfectly  justified  in  estimating  the  number 
of  houses  of  assignation  in  New  York  at  one  liundn'd  (100). 

The  next  question  was,  "  What,  to  the  best  of  your  belief,  are 
the  average  immber  of  visitors  to  such  houses  every  twenty-four 
hours?"  The  replies  gave  an  average  of  six  couples  to  each  house 
everv  day,  or  an  siggregate  of  six  hundred  women  every  twenty- 
Pmr  hours.  This  was  followed  by  the  query,  "Are  all  the  fe- 
males who  visit  these  hou.scs  of  assitmutinn  known  public  prosti- 
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tutes?  IS  not,  of  what  class  do  you  suppose  or  know  them  to 
be?"  From  the  replies  it  was  found  that  about  two  fifths  were 
known  an  prostitutes,  the  remainder  being  sewing  or  shop  girls, 
kept  mistresses,  widows,  and  some  mairied  women. 

Ag;du :  "State  your  opinion  as  to  how  many  kept  mistresses 
there  are  in  your  district?"  In  the  twenty -two  districts  two 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  (2Hy)  were  ascertained,  and  the  presump- 
tion wtis  that  there  were  more.  The  number  may  be  safely  taken 
at  four  hvuidred.  The  next  question  was,  "  How  many  women, 
to  the  best  of  3'our  belief,  and  that  you  have  not  previously  ex- 
amined, ai'e  there  in  _your  district  that  obtain  a  livelihood  in  whole 
or  iu  part  by  prostitution  ?"  To  this  the  niunlx-rs  are  .'Stated  (upon 
belief,  for  the  nature  of  the  question  jm-eludes  any  positive  infor- 
mation) as  about  four  hundred.  "  Can  you  form  an  opinion  as  to 
how  many  women  iu  your  district,  who  are  not  impelled  by  ne- 
cessity, prostitute  themselves  to  gratify  their  passions?"  No  def- 
inite answers  were  obtiuned  to  this,  the  general  sui>positions  rang- 
ing from  one  tliird  to  t>ne  fourth  of  those  who  were  not  recog- 
nized as  pubUc  prostitutes.  "To  what  exttrnt,  in  your  opinion, 
is  prostitution  carried  on  in  the  tenant  houses  in  your  district?" 
It  is  generally  admitted  that  there  is  some,  but  tw  calculation  can 
bo  made  with  any  accurac}-.  Many  ol'  what  ma}-  be  called  pi-i- 
vate  prostitutes  live  in  this  class  of  hou.ses,  but  their  visitors 
would  be  taken  to  houses  of  assignation,  where  the  rmmbers  are 
included  in  the  estimate  given.  "  It  is  believed  that  there  are 
many  women  who  follow  prostitution  living  in  nearly  all  the  re- 
spectiible  portioius  of  the  city.  They  (singly  or  in  couples)  hire  a 
suite  of  rooms,  and  under  the  garb  of  honest  labor,  sewing,  etc., 
pa.ss  as  re-sixK-table  among  those  living  near  them.  It  is  also 
known  that  such  its  these  are  the  great  frequenters  of  houses  of 
assignation.  IIow  many  such  women  (to  the  best  of  your  belief) 
are  there  in  your  district  ?"  The  officers  rej^ly  that  they  have  !is- 
certained  that  llicre  are  about  two  hundred,  but  they  believe  there 
are  many  more. 

Thus  much  for  the  information  we  have  been  enabled  to  col- 
lect. There  are  six  hundred  women  wiio  visit  these  houses  of 
assignation  every  day,  of  whom  two  fifths  are  known  as  public 
prostitutes,  and  the  remainder  are  of  other  classes.  It  may  be  as- 
sumed that  the  known  prostitutes  visit  such  houses  at  least  once 
every  twenty-four  hours,  which  leaves  over  three  hundred  visits 
daily  for  the  others.  Kept  mistresses  or  marrie<l  women  who  re- 
sort there  for  the  gratifieatiuu  of  their  passions  probably  amount 
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to  one  hundred  per  day.  It  can  scarcely  be  supposed  that  such 
visit  houses  of  assignation  more  than  once  a  week  its  a  general 
nile,  while  the  others,  sewing  or  shop  girls,  etc.,  who  resort  there 
to  augment  their  income,  would  probably  take  this  step  two  or 
three  times  per  week,  which  would  bring  their  number  to  about 
four  huTidred.  It  thus  uppetire  that  a  very  fair  estimate  of  thtr 
total  number  of  frail  women  who  are  now  in  New  York  may  be 
stated  JUS  follows: 

Known  public  prostitutes 6000 

WoniCMi  who  visit  houses  of  assignation  for  sexual  gratifiaition    .     .  li'tlO 

WuiiU'ii  who  visit  houses  of  assignation  to  aupoent  their  income  400 
One  half  the  iiiiiiihier  of  kept  mistros.se8,  a»suruiug  the  other  half  to 

be  included  iu  those  who  visit  houses  of  assignation 200 

Total 1860 

It  will  be  seen  that,  to  arrive  at  this  conclusion,  all  are  included 
who  are  suspected  to  be  lost  to  virtue,  although  of  the  number 
who  visit  houses  of  assignation  for  sexual  gratification  many  are 
guiltless  of  promiscuous  intercourse. 

This  total  number  falls  very  far  short  of  the  estimates  made  at 
diff'eri>nt  limes  by  various  persons,  that  there  are  from  twenty  to 
thirty  thousand  prostitutes  in  New  York  City  !  Such  i-aush  con- 
clusions, hastily  formed  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment — some- 
times influenced  by  the  fact  that  "  the  wish  is  father  to  the 
thought" — must  give  place  to  the  results  of  a  careful  and  search- 
ing investigation  made  for  this  special  purpose.  The  modus 
opem)idi  of  examination  in  the  city  rendered  it  incumbent  on 
those  having  it  in  charge  to  approximate  to  the  facta,  and  is  itself 
a  sufficient  guarantee  of  correctness.' 

If  it  were  possible  to  parade  the  six  thousand  known  public 
prostitutes  in  one  procession,  they  would  make  a  much  larger  d<-in- 
oastration  than  the  mere  printed  words  "six  thousfind"  suggest 
to  the  reader.  It  requires  a  man  who  is  in  the  habit  of  st-eing 
large  congregations  of  persons  to  comprehend  at  a  glance  the  ag- 
gregate implied  in  this  statement.  Place  this  number  of  women 
in  hne,  side  by  side,  and  if  each  was  allowed  only  twenty-f  )ur 
inches  of  room,  they  would  extend  two  miles  and  four  hundivd 


'  On  «  fDrmer  pugp  the  results  of  n  juilice  investiBHtion  of  the  number  n(  pmeti- 
tutes  in  London  in  ihe  year  18.17  i»  pivi-n.  It  will  be  rememU'rcil  that  only  H800 
eoromon  women  were  reported,  in  a  po)inlnlinn  "f  ni'arly  •J,r.lHt,riO0.  The  inqiiirie* 
in  New  York  and  London  wonld  alike  lead  lo  the  opiaion  ibat  the  extent  of  tbo 
vice  in  freneraily  owerrattrd. 
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and  eighty  yanls.  Let  them  march  up  Broadway  in  single  file, 
and  allow  each  woman  thirty -six  inches  (and  that  is  as  little  room 
as  possible,  considering  the  required  space  for  locomotion),  tind 
they  would  reach  from  the  City  Hall  to  Fortieth  Street.  Or,  let 
them  all  ride  in  the  ordinary  city  stages,  which  carry  twelve  jms- 
sengers  each,  an<l  it  would  be  necessary  to  charter  five  hundred 
omnibuses  for  their  conveyance.  These  simpli-  illustrations  will 
make  the  extent  of  the  vice  plain  to  many  wlio  could  form  but 
an  inadequate  idea  fnjni  the  mere  figures. 

Yet  the  estimate  will  prububly  appear  low  to  those  residents  of 
the  city  who  have  been  accustomed  to  believe  New  York  reeking 
with  prostitution  in  every  hole  and  comer,  while  it  will  seem  ex- 
cessively large  to  readers  residing  in  the  country.  For  the  in- 
formation of  the  latter  it  may  be  remarked,  that  vicious  as  Man- 
hattan Island  unqui'Stiouably  is,  much  a.s  there  may  be  in  it  to 
need  reform,  in  this  matter  of  jirostittilion  it  mu.st  not  bear  all  the 
blame  of  these  six  thousjmd  women,  for  although  they  certainly 
reside  in  it,  a  very  large  number  of  their  visitors  do  not  dwell 
there.  Brooklyn,  the  villages  on  Long  Island,  Fort  Hamilton, 
New  Utrecht,  Flushing,  and  others;  Jersey  City,  Hoboken,  Hud- 
son, Staten  Island,  Morrisania,  Fordham,  etc.,  contain  numlters 
of  people  who  transact  th^ir  daily  business  in  New  York,  but  re- 
side in  those  places.  In  very  few  of  these  localities  are  any  pros- 
titutes to  be  found,  nor  would  they  be  encouraged  therein  while 
New  York  is  so  clase  at  hand  and  so  easy  of  access.  Again,  the 
strangers  flocking  into  this  city  from  all  parts  of  the  world  aver- 
age from  five  to  twenty  thousand  and  upward  every  day,  and 
they  must  relieve  it  of  some  part  of  this  obloquy. 

The  population  of  New  York  at  the  last  census  (1855)  was 
officially  stated  to  be  (in  round  numbers)  630,000,  and  the  pro- 
portionate increase  for  three  years  to  the  jiresent  time  will  bring 
it  very  near  700,(X)0,  If  illicit  intercourse  here  were  carried  ou 
only  by  pennanent  residents,  its  pro|iortion  of  public  pnistitutes 
would  be  one  to  every  one  hundred  and  seventeen  (117i  of  the 
inhabitiuits;  but  the  calculation  must  include  the  denizens  of  the 
places  already  enumerated,  and,  adding  500,000  for  thi-m  and  the 
number  of  strangers  constfintly  visiting  the  city,  we  have  a  total 
of  1,200,(XK)  persons ;  making  the  proportion  of  prostitutes  only 
one  in  every  two  hundred,  including  men,  women,  and  children. 
It  is  desirable,  however,  to  asccrtiun  what  proportion  courtesans 
bear  to  the  classes  who  patronize  them,  and  the  census  shows 
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thai  males  above  the  age  of  Hfteen  form  about  thirty-two  per  cent 
of  the  population.  A  wider  range  might  have  been  taken,  as  it 
is  notorious  that  many  boys  under  fifteen  years  old,  especially 
among  the  lower  classes,  practice  the  vice ;  but  assuming  that  to 
be  the  standard,  there  is  one  prostitute  to  every  sixty-four  adult 
males,  certainly  not  a  large  proiX)ition  in  a  commercial  and  mari- 
time city.  It  is  impossible  to  form  any  idea  of  the  pro[>ortion  of 
male  inhabitants  and  visitors  who  encourage  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion. Marriage  is  not  always  a  cheek  to  iudiseriininate  inter- 
course, and  professions  of  religion  are  often  violated  for  illicit 
gratification.  Still  there  are  a  vast  number  whom  these  obliga- 
tions bind,  and,  if  they  could  be  exactly  ascertained,  this  would 
make  a  corresponding  diiference  in  the  proportions. 

As  the  case  now  is,  New  York  City  stands  somewhat  in  the 
position  of  a  seduct'd  woman,  and  has  to  endure  all  the  odium  at- 
tached to  the  nurnlior  of  prostitutt-s  residing  within  her  limits: 
while  her  neighbors  and  strangers  who  largely  particijiate  in  the 
offense  are  like  seducers,  and  escape  all  censure,  self-righteously 
saying,  "How  virtuous  is  our  town  (or  village)  compared  with 
that  sink  of  inicpiity,  New  York."  It  has  been  already  stated 
what  the  effect  would  be  if  all  visitors  to  New  York  were  moral 
men,  and,  although  the  remark  need  not  be  n^peated,  its  apposite- 
uess  is  apparent. 

From  the  prostitutes  within  our  bonlcrs  cmanat<*s  the  ]ilague 
of  syphilis,  and  when  the  number  of  abandoned  women  is  con- 
sidered in  conjunction  with  the  certainty  that  each  of  them  is  li- 
able at  any  moment  to  eontraet  and  extend  the  malady;  when 
the  probabilities  of  such  extension  an?  \newed  in  connection  with 
the  acknowledged  fact  that  eac^h  pro8titutt>  in  New  York  receives 
from  one  to  ten  visitors  every  day  (instances  are  known  where 
the  maximum  exceeds  and  sometimes  doubles  liic  highest  num- 
ber here  given),  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  danger 
of  infection,  nor  any  surprise  that  the  average  life  of  prostitutes  is 
only  four  years. 

The  actual  extent  of  venereal  disease  must  be  the  first  j>oint  of 
inquiry,  and  here  the  records  of  public  institutions  are  of  great 
service.  The  hospitals  on  Black  well's  Island,  under  the  charge 
of  the  Governors  of  the  Alnus-house,  present  the  largest  array  of 
cases,  the  principal  part  of  whieh  were  treated  in  the  Penitentiary 
(now  Lsland)  Hospital.     Tin'  numlx-r  of  these  cases  w:is  in 

1854 1541       I       1856 1639 

1855 1.^79      I       185t 20»rt 


J9 

-J 
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Upon  these  facts  the  writer  of  these  pages  remarked  in  his  an- 
nual report  to  the  Board  of  Governoi-s  for  1856 : 

"  The  nitio  of  venereal  disease  on  the  gross  number  of  patients  treated  in 

1854  was 37  i'g  per  cent. 

The  ratiu  of  the  same  (liseai^e  in  1855  was 68  "n       " 

Showing  au  intrpai-e  in  t\w  year  1855  of 21^7       " 

The  ratio  of  venereal  dixea^e  on  tliegniea  naniber  of  patienta 

treated  during  1856  wa,s 73  rV       " 

Showing  an  iiiercus*;  in  1856,  as  eonipared  with  1855,  of    .   14, ^       " 
Or  an  increase,  aa  compared  with  1854,  of 35j~t       " 

Thisi  stciidy  iucreas><.',  ^Ifij  p-''  iJ'-iii-  in  "I'l'  your,  aud  l+vV  per 
ceut.  in  the  next,  or  Soyu  per  cent,  within  two  years,  may  be  con- 
s^idcred  an  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  progress  of  this  rnalady  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  The  fact  that  the  people  regard  the  Peni- 
tentiary Hospital  as  a  dernier  resort,  an  institution  to  which  noth- 
ing but  the  direst  necessity  will  compel  them  to  apply,  justifies 
the  conclusion  that  the  cases  tR-ateil  are  but  a  fraction  of  the  dis- 
ease existing,  and  its  itici"ea8e  here  inay  be  taken  as  a  sure  indica- 
tion of  a  corresponding  or  larger  increase  among  the  general  pop- 
ulation,"* 

Again,  on  the  siune  subji-ct  in  1857 : 

"  In  my  last  rej>ort  I  ttwk  the  opportunity  to  submit  to  your 
Honorable  Board  facts  proving  the  increase  of  venereal  disease,  and 
I  then  gave  the  ratio  of  that  malady  on  the  gross  number  of  pa- 
tients treated  as  73-pj  per  cent.  In  the  year  1857  the  ratio  was 
65-1%  per  cent. ;  but  this  reduction  of  7-ny  ptir  cent,  must  be  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  fact  that  other  diseases,  nnich  be- 
yond the  general  average,  have  been  treated  in  the  last  year,  so 
that  a  larger  number  of  venereal  ctuics  will  yet  show  a  smaller  per- 
centage. The  cjises  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  (consumption),  which 
have  advanct^d  from  58  in  1856  to  159  in  1857,  sufficiently  ex- 
plain that  the  decrease  of  venereal  affections  is  apparent  and  not 
real."« 

An  investigation  beyond  the  stsitistics  upon  which  these  re- 
marks were  based,  and  including  the  Penitentiary  Hospital,  Alms- 
house, Work-house  and  Penitentiary',  had  shown  that  of  the  total 
number  admitted  to  these  several  institutions  59|  per  cent,  had 
suffered  or  were  suffering  from  venereal  disease  at  the  time  the 
inquiry  was  made.  Of  this  proportion  45  per  cetit.  of  the  total 
were  suffering  directly  at  the  time  of  investigation,  and  ly  per  cent 

'  Report  of  Resident  Physician,  Blackwell's  Island,  to  the  GoTernore  of  the  Alm*- 
hoiue.  New  York,  for  1856,  p.  40.  Ibid.,  ISfiT,  p.  26. 
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were  suffering  vidirtctly,  or,  in  non-professional  language,  were  la- 
boring under  diseases  more  or  leas  consequent  on  the  syphilitic 
taint. 

The  following  detailed  statistics  of  venereal  disease  treated  in 
the  Peiiiteiitiary  Hospitiil  for  four  years  ending  December  31,  1857, 
will  be  found  to  embrace  many  subjects  which  have  been  alluded 
to  in  these  pages. 

10!U        1i«^        low         1?S- 

Total  number  of  patients  trpsted 4058  2657  20S3  3158 

Owes  of  primary  syiihilis t>0(>     660     650     882 

"  of  sivondarj' and  other  forms  of  syphilia  .  935  919  989  1208 
Total  of  syphilitic  diseases 1541    1519  1639  2090 

NATIVtriES  : 

Nativi's  of  Unit«d  Sutee 410     48!)     531     673 

Foreignere 1131    lO'.tO  1108  1417 

1541   15T9   1639  2090 

Under  16  vears 65 


From  16 
21 
26 
31 
41 
51 


U>  20  years 
to  25  '  " 
to  30  ' 
to  40  " 
to  50  " 
(utd  u|)waid 


481 
490 
314 
128 
42 
21 


72 
457 
481 
304 
151 
99 
15 


77 
472 
494 
311 
165 
101 

19 


68 
593 
631 
423 
190 
157 

28 


Education  : 
Giwd. 


I54I  1579  1639  2090 


175 


Imperfect 787 

Uneducated 579 


227  231     175 

794  830  1161 

^558  678     754 

1541  1579  1639  2090 

From  the  total  number  of  venereal  patients  under 

trtatiiieiit 1541    1579  1639  2090 

DiHluct  tliotK!  diacharged  each  year 1253  1316  1389  1710 

Ldiving  to  add  to  the  next  year's  account  .     .     .     288     263  250     380 

Of  the  mtniltcrs  discharged  the  following  is  the 

Rbsult  of  Treatment: 

Cured 874   1051  1201    1491 

Relieved 370     263  183     218 

Not  relieved 7     1 

Died       2        i  '^     _? 

1253  1316  1389  17lO 

Duration  of  Treatment: 

5  days  and  under 13       16  17       83 

6  '•     to  10  days 57       36  68     108 

11      •     to  20    " 80       59  81     131 

21    ••     to30    '• 154     121  137     137 

1  month  to  2  months 293     833  453    528 
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2  months  to  3  months S04    443    340     328 

S      "      to4     >' 220     245     207     260 

4      "      and  upwaid j32       63       86     ^1 

1263  1316  1389  ifTO 
Some  few  remarks  may  be  made  on  the  subject  ol'  pniuary 
syphilis.    The  jnuportioii  of  the  cases  of  this  malady  to  the  groaa 
number  of  patients  treated  was  in 

1864    .     .     .     Ui'b  per  cent.      |       1866    .     .     .     Slfv*  percent 
1855   .    .    .    25,*,      "  I      1857    .    .    .     2T^      « 

By  the  term  "  primary  syphilis,"  uou-professional  readers  will 
understand  the  commencement  of  the  di.seaae,  or  symptoms  whieh 
are  the  direct  consequence  of  an  impure  connection,  in  contra- 
distinction to  "secondary  syphilis,"  which  is  the  comparatively 
remote  result  of  infection ;  never  appearing  until  after  the  pri- 
mary symptoms  are  well  developed,  and  frequently  not  until  all 
traces  of  tbeni  ai-c  removed.  He  will  thus  see  that  every  caae 
of  primary  syphilis  is  in  itself  a  proof  of  recent  intercourse  with 
a  diseased  person.  These  cases,  then,  have  increased  from  15  per 
cent,  in  lS."i4  to  31}  per  cent,  in  1856,  and  28  per  cent,  in  1867. 
The  remarks  recently  quoted  explain  how  882  cases  in  1857 
make  a  smaller  p'rcentage  than  650  in  1856.  Tlie  fact  of  this 
increase  compels  us  to  but  one  conclusion,  and  that  is  a  very 
important  and  suggestive  one,  namely,  that  commerce  iciOi  pi-w- 
titutes  in  1857  uxis  attended  wt'th  nearly  twice  the  ri'.sA-  of  tnfrrtioH  in- 
curred it!  1854;  and,  of  ajiirKe,  the  lie(dlh  vf  abandoned  icwnen  has 
deterityrated  in  the  sanw  proportion.  This  is  not  said  with  any  wish 
on  the  part  of  the  writer  to  be  considered  an  alarmist.  The  facts 
are  thost-  wUidi  have  cnme  uiidtT  liis  (lersuniil  observation:  the 
inference  is  but  ;i  plain  and  natural  deduction. 

But  the  riospitjil,  iilthough  the  eliiel',  is  not  tlic  only  institution 
im  Blackwell  s  Island  where  patients  are  treated  for  venereal  dis- 
ease. The  Alms-house,  Work-house,  and  Penitentiary  have  each 
a  share  of  suflk-rcrs  from  this  malady,  to  what  extent  will  be 
shown  bv  the  nrmfxfd  fnblp ; 

1«.%4         "iW         •R.-i«  IS'.T 

AtniM-houBe 33     173       85       62 

Work-houi« 65       31  5       56 

Pcnitcntiarj- 176     234     430 

Bellevue  Husj>ital,  New  York  City,  also  under  charge  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Alms-house,  is  not  professedly  available  to  ve- 
nereal cases.  By  a  report  from  the  Medical  Board  of  that  institu- 
tion, which  will  be  found  in  the  n«'Xt  i-hapter,  it  is  seen  that  they 
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e^stimate  "  not  far  from  10  per  cent,  of  the  inmates  of  Bellevne 
Hospital  are  atlmitted  for  atfections  which  have  their  origin  re- 
motely in  venereal  disease."  These  data  are  aufficient  to  fix  the 
numbers  lluus  treated  as  follows : 


,  TitUi  Dumber    Irt  per  c*nL  for 

.)f  ivntifiil*.        voni'ri*«l  f^Hf)". 


1854 
1855 


1033 
<i697 


703 
(•)7(l 


..  Tot&l  nurab«*r     10  p*r  oenL  for 

uf  pntiptitj^.        VKnt-nwI  nu«A. 


1856 
1857 


.  0392 

71)7(1 


639 

768 


In  regard  io  tlie  Nui-sery  Hospital  on  li;indiil!".s  Island,  it  is 
stated  b}'  Dr.  H.  N.  Whittlesey,  the  Resident  Physician,  that  '•  nine 
tenths  of  all  diseases  treated  in  this  hospital  during  the  past  five 
years  have  been  of  constitutional  origin,  and  for  the  most  part 
hereditary,  The  exaet  pivi[>ortioii  which  hereditary  syphilis  bears 
to  this  sum  of  constitutional  depravity  can  not  be  stated  with  ac- 
curacy." It  is  an  estimate  fur  mthin  the  bounds  of  probability  to 
assume  that  one  half  of  the  diseases  referred  to  by  Dr.  Whittlesey 
are  complicated  with  or  by  syphilitic  taint,  and  the  numbers  in 
the  Nursery  Ho.«pital  will  therefore  stand  as  follows: 

Total  number    SO  per  cent,  far 
of  pKilenu.       Tutwre*!  cmj 

.  .  1275      638 
.  .1469      734 


Vew. 

1854 

1855 


ToUil  nnmber    00  per  ooot  for 
of  jijillf-QU.        VfmtTttmt  ouMt. 

.  2199  1100 


2310 


1155 


1856 
1857 


Following  the  institutions  in  charge  of  the  (iovernors  uf  the 
Alms-house  is  the  New  York  State  Emigrants'  Haspital  on  Ward's 
Island,  New  York  City,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Emigration,  in  the  reports  whereof  the  following  ca.ses  of  ve- 
nereal disease  are  noted: 

1856 511 


1853 
1854 
1855 


657 

732 
856 


1857 


559 


The  New  York  Hospital,  Brofulway,  next  claims  attention. 
The  reports  for  the  under-mentioned  years  give  the  number  of 
venereal  cases  as  follows : 


r 


1853 
1853 


478 

338 


1856 
1857 


372 
405 


These  embrace  the  principal  public  hospitals  of  New  Yori 
There  are  other  institutions,  such  as  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  St  Vin- 
cent's HospitJtl,  the  Jews'  Hospital,  etc.,  but  they  are  of  recent, 
origin,  and  their  practice  will  not  form  an  element  in  this  calcU"^ 
lation. 

The  dispensaries  of  the  city  relieve  yearlj-  a  large  amount  of  j 
sickness.  In  the  New  York  Dispensary,  Centre  Street,  the  casevj 
of  venereal  disease  are  reported  as  follow^: 
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iere  are  also  a  very  large  number  ol'  advertisiog  preteudt  i-s 
lio  uffer  their  services  for  the  treatment  of  secret  diseases;  and 
«y  drug-stores  whose  rnaiu  business  is  derived  from  a  similar 
irce ;  together  with  an  infinity  of"  patent  medicines  announced 
will  si)ld  a;>  specilics  (or  all  venereal  maladies.  Upon  the  simple 
pujiercial  principle  of  supply  and  demand  these  are  so  many 
>ofs  of  the  extent  of  the  evil  they  profess  to  relieve.  Should 
the  luunber  of  cases  of  venereal  disease  treated  in  private  practice 
by  qualified  physicians  and  by  advertisers,  added  to  the  number 
of  patients  who  supply  themselves  with  patent  or  other  medicines 
from  drug-stores,  be  regarded  as  equal  to  the  aggregate  of  those 
treated  in  public  institutions,  the  estiinate  could  not  be  deemed 
extravagant. 

The  design  is  now  to  ascertain  how  much  venereal  disease  exists 
in  New  York  at  the  present  time,  and  to  do  this  it  will  be  nece* 
sary  u.>  recapitulate  tbe  information  already  given.  The  case* 
below  aiv  tho.sr  tiH'iitcd  in  1^.07: 

n-tUutl'iai*.  '  4*.-. 

Penitentiary  Ha<*pita1,  Blackwull'a  Island 2000 

Alms-hoiist!,  Bkckwell's  Island 52 

Work-liouse,  Black wt-ll's  [.sluiid 56 

Peuiteutiary,  Blaekwell's  Likud 430 

Bellcvue  Hospital,  New  York 768 

Nursery  Hospital,  Raiidall's  Isluud 734 

New  York  StJitf  Kiiiigraiitii'  Hospital,  Ward's  Island  .     .  559 

New  York  Hospital.  Broadway 405 

New  York  Di.sjHiUsary,  Centre  Street 1580 

Northern  Dispensary,  Waverley  Place 327 

Eaatern  Dispensary,  Ludlow  Street 630 

Demilt  Disjtensary,  Second  Avenue 803 

Northwestern  Dispen.sary,  Eightli  Avenue 344 

Medical  Colleges 207 

King's  County  Hospital,  Flatbush,  Long  Island      .     .     .  311 

Brooklyn  City  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  Long  Island  .     .     .     .  186 

Seaman's  Retreat,  Stat«n  Island 365 

Total 9847 

Medical  men,  and  those  acquainted  with  the  intenial  arrange- 
ments of  public  institutions,  need  not  be  reminded  that  the  gen- 
eral system  of  record  in  hospitals  includes  only  what  may  be 
called  the  prominent  malady.  Thus,  if  a  man  were  admitted  with 
a  broken  limb,  it  would  be  registered  as  a  fracture ;  and  if  the 
same  man  were  suffering  indirectly  from  syphilis  at  the  same 
time,  no  entry  would  be  made  thereof,  although  the  physician 
rendered  him  every  professional  assistance  toward  it.«  euro.     It  is 

Pp 
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1855 
1866 
1857 


141 
159 
207 


As  many  oftbe  patrons  of  New  York  housts  of  ill  1..iik-  reside 
out  of  the  city,  some  further  information  must  be  sought  beyond 
our  own  limits.  Without  professing  to  inquire  into  the  public 
health  in  all  the  suburbs  previously  enumerated,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  take  the  reports  of  the  superintendents  of  the  poor  of 
King's  County  to  itscertaiu  what  amount  of  syphilitic  infection 
has  been  treated  at  the  public  cost  in  Brooklyn  and  its  environs. 
The  reports  of  Doctor  Thomas  Turner,  Resident  Physician  of  the 
King's  Oo\intv  Hospital,  show  the  following  cases: 

1853  , 165 

1855 362 

1857 311 

or  about  ten  per  cent,  on  the  total  number  treated. 

In  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital  the  cases  of  venereal  disease  re- 
ceived !ind  treated  were  in 


1854 
1855 
1856 


158 
173 
160 


1857  .     .     .     .     .186 

1858  (to  May  1)  .     .     65 


It  has  been  already  stated  that  sailors  are  great  patrons  of  proe- 
titute.**,  and  to  obtain  any  true  statement  of  venereal  disease  among 
thciii,  some  estimate  respecting  this  class  must  be  made.  For  this 
purpo.-^e  the  reports  of  Dr.  T,  Clarkson  Moffatt,  Physician-in-chief 
of  the  "Seaman's  Plt'treat,"  Staten  Island,  New  York,  are  avail- 
nbk'.  The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  several  years  is  here 
given : 


1854 

is.in 
1856 


657 
473 
355 


1857  .     .     . 

1858  (to  April  1) 


365 

83 


Thie  i:>  nearly  twenty-four  per  cent,  on  the  gross  number  treated. 
This  concludes  the  published  reports  of  charitable  institutions, 
and  the  question  next  arises,  Wliat  amount  of  syphilis  is  treated  by 
phyj^icians  in  private  practice?  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  re- 
liable daUi  upon  this  head.  The  Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, composed  of  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the  profession 
in  the  city,  state  that  they  "are  unable  to  say  what  proportion  of 
the  practice  among  regular  and  qualified  physicians  in  this  city  is 
derived  from  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases,  but  they  know  it 
is  large,  and  that  many  receive  more  from  this  source  than  from 
all  other  sources  together." 
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1855 1154 

1856 1393 

1857 1580 

This  gives  Mil  average  of  about  three  per  ceutolall  the  patieuta 
treateil. 

Thi'  Northern  Dispcnaary,  Waverley  Place,  does  not  publish 
any  detailed  report  of  the  diseases  treated,  and  to  make  an  esti- 
mate it  will  be  necessary  to  assume  that  the  proportion  is  the 
same  ns  in  tlie  New  York  Dispensary,  luunely.  three  per  cent 
By  this  rule  the  following  results  are  obtained : 

y  Toul  number    S  prr  oaat.  fori         ,.  Tola]  aumhv       SperwoLfor 

of  patlcnU.  ven.  au«a.  of  pAtlenta.  von.  ca»e». 

1860  .  -  19,615  588  '     1855  .  .  12  378  371 

1851  .  .  20.f)80  620  1856  .  .  11.797  354 

1852  .  .21.941  658  1857  .  .  10,895  327 
1854  .  .  14,075  422 

The  Eastern  Dispensary,  Ludlow  Street,  does  not  give  any  de- 
tailed report  of  the  diseases  treated,  and  the  same  approximation 
will  be  made  as  previously : 

.  „,,  Toul  onmbfr         S  prr  c«nL  for 

MI  p«ll**nl#.  Ti'li.  rmsai. 

1855 25.612       768 

IS:'\ 21.017       630 

To  the  Demilt  Dispensary,  Second  Avenue,  the  same  system  of 
approximation  will  W  applie<l : 

y  Total  namber    3  per  cent,  fori  v«ir  TnU  Innmlwr    .^  i^tr  reoL  ftr 

nfpiititvUu  vrn.  cjtMw.  .if  {>Hli.•^t^.  vfn.  cMtca 

18.53-3.     .2.197  fifi     '     18,55-6.     .20  004  600 

1853-4  .     .  9,006  270  1856-7  .     .  20,684  620 

1854-5  .      14,034  421  1857-8  .     .  26,785  803 

The  Nonhwesiem  Dispensary,  Eighth  Avenue,  suhjeeted  to  the 
same  rule  gives 

y  Tolml  Ritmbvr     S  per  oeul.  for 

of  putirnu.  vrn.  r^t*, 

1854 9,264  277 

1855 11  581  347 

1856 II  477  344 

Cases  of  venereal  disease  are  treated  in  the  Clmieul  Leciuivs  at 
the  three  medical  colleges  of  New  York  City.  From  the  New 
York  University  Medical  College  the  following  report  of  patients 
has  been  nbuiined.     It  is  undoubtedly  much  t(H>  low  an  estimate. 

1855 47 

1856 53 

1867 69 

and  assuming  that  the  practice  of  the  others  is  ol  the  siune  extent, 
we  have  m  the  venereal  eases  treated  in  the  three  colleges: 
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estimated  that  in  this  manner  a  large  miinber  of  the  cases  of  ve- 
nereal disease  treated  in  all  public  institutions,  except  such  as 
make  a  specialty  of  those  maladies,  is  never  recorded  elsewhere 
than  on  the  private  cjise-books  of  the  attending  physicians.  More 
particularly  is  this  the  rule  in  institutions  suppoited  wholly  or 
in  pait  by  voluntary  contributions.  Their  benevolent  directors 
have  not  yet  outlived  the  prejuthce  wliieh  fomierly  held  it  almost 
as  disgraceful  to  treat  as  to  contract  syphilis.  Some  of  the  .spirit 
which  drove  the  unhappy  men  and  women  so  afflicted  from  civil- 
ized life  to  perish  in  the  tields  or  woods,  as  in  Lundon,  Edinburgh, 
and  Paris,  during  the  dfteentb  and  sixteenth  centuries,  mid  at  a 
later  period  drew  from  the  Papal  government  a  bull  recognizing 
the  afflietion  as  a  direct  jMiiiishriieiit  from  the  Almighty  for  the 
sin  of  incontinence,  .still  survives  in  the  j>resenl  generation.  The 
trustees  of  more  than  one  of  the  dispensaries  in  New  York  have 
directed  their  medical  officers  not  to  prcscrilxi  for  such  complaints, 
and  a  hospitjd  in  a  .si.ster  city,  which  receives  a  yearly  gi'ant  from 
public  fiind.'*,  has  in  its  [jrinled  ndes  and  regulations :  "  No  per- 
son having  '  Gnnorrhtsa'  or  '  Syphiji.s'  shall  be  admitted  as  a  char- 
ity patient."  Some  remarks  are  made  hereafter  upon  this  course, 
and  the  facts  are  mentioned  now  to  exjilain  why  many  cases  of 
venereal  disease  never  appear  upon  the  reports  of  institutions 
where  patients  are  treaU'd. 

Practically  such  prohibitions  are  a  dead  letter.  No  physician 
of  a  public  institution,  applied  to  by  a  poor  wretch  suffering  from 
syphilis,  could  pass  iiini  by  without  attempting  to  relieve,  let  the 
orders  of  the  board  of  tnistees  be  what  they  may.  His  mission 
is  simply  to  apply  the  aid  of  .science  and  skill  to  the  alleviation  of 
any  aihnent  which  may  \>e  presented  to  his  notice,  and  his  appre- 
ciation of  the  responsibihty  of  his  office  is  too  keen  to  allow  him 
u>  refuse  tht-  ]>rayer  of  such  an  applicant,  ricnce  arises  the  cir- 
cuinstiuUM^  that  the  case  is  treated  under  some  other  name. 

If  then  the  cases  recorded  are  but  two  thirds  of  the  aggregate, 
the  numlwrs  stand  thus : 

Caeea  recorded  in  public  institutions      .     .     .      9847 
Cases  not  ruciird<<d 4923 

Total  .   • imo 

cases  in  the  year  18o7  in  public  institutions. 

The  difficulty  of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  vene- 
real disease  treated  in  private  practice  has  been  already  mention- 
ed.    In  the  absence  of  all  information,  collateral  circumstances 
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form  the  only  guide  to  a  conclusion.     The  amount  is  unquestion- 
ably very  large ;  so  large  that,  11'  its  full  magnitude  could  be  dis- 
covered and  announced,  every  reader  must  be  astonished.    The 
first  C'unsideration  to  support  this  view  may  be  found  in  the  army 
of  advertising  empirics  who  make  it  a  source  of  revenue.     Each 
of  these  men  must  have  numerou.s  jiatients ;  he  could  not  keep  up 
his  business  without  them.     Any  practical  advertiser  knows  that 
to  insert  an  anuooncemeut  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  hues  every 
day  in  at  least  two  daily  papers,  to  repeat  the  same  in  weekly 
journals,  and,  in  atiditiou  to  this,  to  post  handbills  on  the  comer 
of  every  street,  and  employ  men  or  boys  to  deliver  them  to  pas- 
sengers at  steam-lKiat  docks,  ferry  landings,  and  rail-road  dej^ts, 
can  not  be  done  without  a  considerable  outlay,  whatever  its  pro- 
spective advantages  may  be.     No  <jne  supposes  fJiese  cijarJatans 
to  be  actuated  by  pure  disinterested  benevolence    Ther  crowd 
the  columns  of  our  journals,  and  insult  us  with  their  printoi  an- 
nouncements  in   the   public   thoruiighfares,  simply  l)ecause  "it 
pays."     These  means  obtain  them  customers,  and  whenever  this 
result  ceases  the  announcements  will  lx>.  discoritiDutHi,    Wliile 
they  appear  there  is  positive  proof  that  their  issuers 'W  .^thering 
patronage. 

The  number  of  patent  medicines  always  in  the  imrkel  for  the 
cure  of  secret  diseases,  and  whicli  the  vcndois  aimouDce  "can  be 
sent  any  distance  securely  packed,  and  sjiie  6om  observation," 
affords  a  corroboration.     They  are  made  and  sold  as  a  business 
speculation.     Wlien  their  reputation  dimintsit*  fl"d  the  public 
become  doubtful  if  uU  the  virtues  of  the  mf/rii  rntdica  are  com- 
prised in  a  single  bottle  of ''Red  Drop,"  or  "rDfortuaate's  Friend," 
the  manufacture  will  soon  stop,  and  tie  mmiots  will  resort  to 
some  other  employment  for  their  capital.   The  eitent  to  which 
advertising  empirics  and  patent  mrtiji.'io«  Jif^  doorishing  is  an 

f^  they  professed - 


ther  link  in 
ims,  almost 

if  medicine  (or 
c.indidiv  tel/ 

id  a.-;k  iiini  V 


596 


HISTORY  OF  PROSTITUTION. 


ious,  and  obtained  some  infallible  recipe  from  one  of  them.  In 
short,  there  are  so  many  diflerent  means  taken  by  persons  who 
have  contrat^ted  disease  that  it  is  impossible  to  enumerate  the 
vaiious  methods  in  which  the  aid  of  the  drug-store  may  be  in- 
voki'd. 

There  are  many  traditional  recijies  which  can  be  used  without 
the  necessity  of  purchasing  ingredients  of  a  druggist.  One  favor- 
ite remedy  among  the  lower  t.-lasses  is  "  Pine  Knot  Bittei-s."  Bot- 
tles of  this  prepa ration  are  kept  for  sale  in  liquor  stores,  particu- 
larly in  those  neighborhoods  where  prostitutes  "  most  do  congre- 
gate." 

Another  reason  may  be  submitted  why  a  large  amount  of  vene- 
real disease  must  be  treated  privately.  Many,  of  the  victims  are 
men  who  move  in  a  respet'tabie  sphere  of  .stK-iety,  and  have  prob- 
ably been  led  to  the  aet  which  resulted  .so  disastrv>u.sly  in  a  mo- 
ment of  uncontrollable  passion.  Their  social  |)osition  would  be 
irreparahlj'  damaged  should  they  enter  a  public  Lospital,  and  the 
de-sire  to  retain  their  .statw^  forces  them  to  .-^xTccy.  even  if  the  nat- 
ural repugnance  of  every  man  to  the  former  course  did  uot  exist. 
It  is  vain  to  deny  that,  while  medical  iiLstitutious  designed  for  the 
public  gO(xl  are  .so  managed  as  to  inflict  a  disgniee  tijxjii  their  in- 
mates, their  benefits  are  circumscribed,  and  will  never  be  accepted 
by  any  but  the  poor  unfortunates  who  have  no  other  means  of 
obtaining  relief.  In  the  ca.se  of  .syphilis  this  is  particularly  to  be 
regretted  from  the  nature  of  the  disease.  Every  day  it  is  neglect- 
ed it  becomes  in  a  tenfold  <k"grce  more  aggravated,  and  entails 
propnrtionate  misery  in  after  liti?. 

If  it  be  assumed  that  the  private  cases  of  venereal  disease  equal 
in  number  those  treated  in  (lublic  in.stitutions,  an  aggregate  is  ob- 
tained i»f  moiv  than  29,o(>()  ca-ses  everv  year.  If  the  former  are 
double  the  number  of  the  latti^r,  the  sum  will  be  over  44,iXX>  cases 
per  annum.  Either  of  these  conjectun>s  is  below  tlie  iiiuh,  and 
we  are  .saiistied,  from  professional  experience  and  incpiirv,  that 
there  is  no  exaggeration  in  estimating  the  numlK-r  of  patients 
treated  privately  every  ^-ear  for  lues  vmerHt  lus  at  lesist  quadruple 
the  cases  ivceiving  assistance  in  hospitals  and  charitiible  estab- 
lishments. Thf  7'esult  is  the  enormous  sum  of  seventy-four  thousand 
cases  every  year!  If  each  ]}<^rson  suffered  only  one  attack  each 
year,  this  would  represent  one  sixth  of  the  total  [jopulation  above 
fifteen  years  of  age.  But  many  persons,  especially  among  aban- 
doned women  and  profligate  men,  are  infected  several  times  in  the 
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course  of  twelve  months,  and  any  attempt  to  say  what  proptirtiou 
of  individuals  are  represented  in  these  74,000  cases  would  be 
mere  speculation  without  a  particle  of  conclusive  evidence  to  sup- 
port it. 

Notwithstanding  the  magnitude  of  the  ivsult,  a  very  brief  con- 
sideration will  show  that  it  is  not  extnivagaut.  h\  addition  to 
the  arguments  already  advanced  in  this  chapter,  the  reader  will 
recollret  that  in  a  previous  seetiun  it  ha.s  been  shown  that  two  out 
t>f"  every  five  prostitutes  in  New  York  cuiijetstii  the  xypliilitic  loiiiL 
Supposing  a  girl  relinquishes  her  calling  as  soon  as  she  becomes 
aware  of  Vkmiij^  iliseased,  si'venil  days  may  have  olapsed  befon^  she 
discovered  her  conditiuii,  and  during  that  intej-val  she  must  have 
infected  every  man  who  had  intercourse  with  her.  To  take  the 
most  liberal  view,  it  may  be  conceded  that  thf  i>i>rtion  who  ac- 
knowledged iufeetion  were  not  all  suttering  from  the  pjimary  or 
communicable  form ;  many  of  them  had  iloubtless  recovered  from 
that;  but  if  only  one  half  were  so  siiflering,  and  I'ai.li  of  these  in- 
fected only  one  man,  the  result  would  be  366,UU0  men  diseased 
every  year. 

This  is  not  an  exaggerated  estimate.  As  was  said  when  allud- 
ing to  the  prostitutes  who  admitted  their  contamination,  there  ain 
be  no  possible  suspiinon  that  they  would  acknowledge  siekness  if 
they  could  avoid  doing  s<.»,  and  consequently  the  sick  are  certaiidy 
not  overrated.  It  may  be  objected  that  the  numbere  who  owned 
disease  were  spread  over  a  considenible  spac«  of  time,  but  this  can 
be  met  with  the  fact  that  the  inquiry  which  j)ro<hieed  this  result 
was  in  progr<>s8  simultaneously  in  all  parts  of  the  eity.  At  thi-  far- 
thest it  did  not  extend  three  months  from  the  time  of  commence- 
ment to  completion,  and  the  natural  presumption  would  be  that,  aa 
during  that  time  the  health  of  the  women  wiu*  neither  Ix'tter  nor 
worse  than  in  any  other  three  months  of  any  year,  the  same  pro- 
ptirtion  of  diseased  women  could  be  found  whenever  an  investiga- 
tion was  made ;  in  other  words,  that  two  out  of  five  prostitutes  in 
New  York  are  diseased. 

The  calculation  that  of  these  disea.sed  women  one  half  only  are 
afi'ected  in  a  manner  which  renders  them  liable  to  infect  their  par- 
amours is  also  a  lil>eral  one.  Syphilis,  when  manifested  in  its  sec- 
ondary stage  in  the  shape  of  sores,  emptions,  and  bl{)tches  upon 
the  face  or  person,  is  so  disgusting  that  n(j  pro.stitute  thus  disfig- 
ured could  retain  her  place  in  any  brothel,  unless  it  was  one  of 
the  very  lowest  grade,  because  her  appearance  would  immediate- 
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ly  repel  all  visitors.  In  its  primary  or  local  form  it  is  of  c 
concealed  from  her  customers,  und  may  be  so  concealed  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time.  These  fiicts  borne  in  mind,  is  it  not  al- 
most too  liberal  an  estimate  to  assume  that  owe  half  who  admit 
syphilis  are  suflering  in  the  at»condary  or  palpable  Ibrm? 

This  line  of  argument,  supported  by  the  facts  given,  is  perfectly 
justifiable,  view  it  in  what  light  you  may,  and  proves  that  the  es- 
timate of  74,000  cases  of  venereal  disease  annually  is  much  too 
small. 

Another  course  of  reasoning  may  be  adopted.  The  time  occu- 
pied in  taking  the  census  is  stated  at  three  months.  This  in- 
cluded all  the  needful  preliminary  measures,  the  instructions  to 
exaniiiuTs,  the  conferences  with  police  captains,  etc;  and  the  final 
proceedings,  such  as  arranging  and  writing  out  re[x>rts.  Allow 
one  third  of  the  time  for  these  introductory  and  concluding  ad- 
juncts, and  it  will  leave  about  sixty  days,  iticludiug  Suiida3-s,  or 
fifty-two  working  days  devoted  to  the  actual  inquiry.  The  in- 
quiry resulted  in  the  discovery  of  syphilis  in  such  a  proportion  of 
women  as  would  amount  U)  an  aggregate  of  two  thousand  on  the 
total  number  of  publie  prosstitutes.  Suppose  the  disease  of  two 
thousand  women  equally  distributed  over  the  fifty -t wo  daj's;  or, 
in  other  wonls,  that  an  average  number  wore  infected  and  con- 
fes-sed  it  every  day,  and  the  result  is  thirty -eight  women  diseased 
every  twenty-four  hours.  We  wish  to  make  this  argument  as 
phiin  as  possible,  and  the  reader  will  pardon  what  may  appear 
needless  repetition.  If  this  disease  existed  in  each  woman  for 
four  days  before  she  was  conscious  of  it,  or  it  became  so  trouble- 
some as  to  force  her  from  her  calling,  and  during  this  inter%'al  of 
four  days  each  woman  had  intercourse  with  only  one  man  per 
day,  over  fifty  thousand  men  would  be  exposed  to  the  risk,  al- 
mast  the  certainty  of  contracting  infection  in  the  course  of  the 
3'ear.  As  the  Medico-Cliinirgicnl  Review  said,  in  the  course  of  a 
similar  argument  upon  syphilis  in  London,  this  estimate  is  "ridic- 
ulously small."  In  the  first  |"ilace,  a  majority  of  the  women  would 
not  abandon  their  calling  in  four  days  after  infection,  but  would 
continue  it  as  long  as  they  could  jiossibly  submit  to  the  suffering 
involved.  Ever}'  resident  of  New  York  will  rememlier  the  ex- 
citement caused  in  the  spring  of  the  year  185.")  by  the  arrest  of  a 
large  number  of  prostitutes  in  the  public  streets,  their  committal 
to  Blackwoll's  Island,  and  tlirir  .~iibs<>quent  discharge  on  writs  of 
habeas  corpus,  on  account  of  infnrnialitv  in  the  proceedings;  but 
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it  is  not  generally  known  that  of  those  arrested  at  that  tinie  a 
very  large  proportion,  certjiinly  more  than  one  half,  were  suffer- 
ing from  syphilis  in  its  primary  form,  and  many  of  them  in  its 
most  inveterate  stage.  We  uuike  this  assertion  from  our  own 
knowledge,  the  result  of  a  professional  examination,  and  mention 
the  eiitrumstance  now  to  prove  that  women  will  not  abandon  their 
calling  when  they  know  themselves  dis<.'ased,  so  long  as  they  can 
possibly  continue  it.  If  the  i-stimate  had  been  made  that  each 
woman  eoniinned  ]>rostitution  for  eight  days  instead  of  four  days 
after  she  wjts  infected,  it  would  have  been  a  closer  approximation 
to  the  truth,  and  it  would  have  shown  over  one  huudred  lliousand 
(10U,0(X))  men  exposed  to  itd'ectiou  every  year. 

Again :  The  supjiosition  that  a  jtnistitute  submits  to  but  one 
act  of  jirostitution  every  day  is  "  ridieidously  small."  No  woman 
could  j)!iy  her  btwrd,  dress,  ami  live  in  the  expensive  manner  com- 
mon among  the  class  ujxjn  the  money  she  would  receive  from  one 
visitor  daily ;  even  two  visitors  is  a  very  low  estimate,  and  four  is 
very  far  from  an  unreasonably  large  one. 

But  suppositions  might  be  muliiplied,  and  the  argument  ex- 
tended aliiiosi  wl  iitJinlUtm.  One  more  calculation  shall  be  sub* 
mitted,  and  then  the  reader  can  form  hi.s  own  conclusion  upon  the 
question  whether  the  theory  of  seventy-four  thousand  eases  of 
venereal  disease  in  New  York  ever}-  year  has  not  been  supported 
by  a  mass  of  evidence  far  more  weighty  than  can  ordinarily  be 
adduced  to  establish  a  controverted  point. 

Itshidl  l>e  asstimed  that  the  thirty -eight  women  infected  every 
day  continue  their  calling  for  six  days  aftier  the  appearance  of 
venereal  disease,  and  during  such  six  days  one  hsdf  of  them  shall 
submit  to  one,  and  the  other  half  to  two  sexual  acts  daily.  Then, 
in  the  course  of  a  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
men  would  be  exjwscd  to  contamination.  To  this  add  the  num- 
ber of  women  infected,  which,  at  thirty -eight  daily,  would  amount 
to  nearly  thirteen  thotisand  in  the  year,  and  a  total  of  one  hund- 
red and  thirty-right  thousan<l  will  be  presented,  or  nearly  double 
t1>e  numW'r  a.s.«ume(l  as  a  basis  for  remark.  It  is  needless  to  ad- 
vance farther  reasons  in  support  of  the  soundness  of  that  opin- 
ion. 

Next  in  order  will  be  the  consideration  of  the  amount  of  money 
prostitution  costs  the  jvublic.  The  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
houivs  of  ill  fame,  and  the  outlay  con.sequent  thereupon  presents 
a  tot/il  which  can  not  but  surprise  all  who  have  not  deeply  re- 
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fleeted  upon  the  ramifications  of  tlie  evil.  Tlie  police  investiga- 
tion of  May,  1858,  quoted  a  lew  pages  back,  gives  tlie  total  num- 
ber of  houses  of  prostitution  as  378,  and  the  woith  of  property 
thiis  employed  can  be  ascertained  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  accu- 
racy from  information  obtained,  in  many  aises,  by  actual  inquiry. 
The  value  of  real  estate  where  it  was  owned  by  the  keepers  of 
thfse  houses  has  been  already  given  in  some  iustuuces,  and  in 
otUcrs  the  rent  may  be  assumed  equivalent  to  ten  per  cent,  per 
auinun  upon  the  cost  of  the  property,  which  is  certainly  not  an 
luidue  valuation.  Dividing  the  total  number  of  houses  into  four 
c-hi--;';;  the  e.stiinafe  stands  ar-  follows; 

80  houses  of  the  first  class  are  estiiuuted,  ^lu  actual  inquiry, 
to  be  worth,  including  real  estate  and  furniture,  $13,800 

each,  or  a  total  uf $1,104  000 

100  liouHS  of  the  siecond  class  are  estimated  at  twenty-6vf  |»t 
ci'ut.  less  than  those  of  the  first  dona,  niuaely,  $10,350  tor 

each,  or  a  total  of" 1,03.'),(»00 

120  houses  of  thi' third  class  at  $5000  each 600.000 

7S  hou«?s  of  the  fourth  class  at  $1000  each 1«.000 

37S  houses  of  prostitution  arc  o.xtimutcd  worth $2,817,000 

Add  for  houses  of  iissignation  : 

25  houses  of  the  first  class  at  $12,000  each 300,000 

25  "  second     "         9,000     " 225  000 

35  «  third       "         5,000     " 175  ()(I0 

15  «  fourth     "         3,000     •• 45  000 

100  Total  for  houses  of  [irostitution  and  a.ssignation  .  .  .$3,562,000 
In  addition  to  this  are  151  danciiig-siiloous,  licjunr  and  lager- 
beer  stores,  mainly  dependent  u|)on  the  custom  of  prosti- 
tutes and  their  companions.  Any  plais;  in  which  it  is  [i08- 
sible  to  carry  on  either  of  these  busines-'^cs  nni^t  Ix-  worth 
$200  a  year  rent,  which  would  give  a  value  of  $2000  each, 

or  a  total  of 302.000 

The   necessary  stock,  fixtures,  and    implements  can    not  be 
worth  leas,  on  an  average,  than   $100  in  each  place:   tliis 

gives  a  total  of 15,100 

aiid  an  aggregate  capital  of $3,879,100 

invested  iu  the  business  of  prostitution.  'J'lmt  ibis  is  not  :in  ex- 
travagant estimate  will  be  admitted  by  any  real  estate  owner  or 
person  acquainted  with  the  value  of  property  iu  the  city;  espe- 
cially if  he  tjdies  into  consideration  the  location  of  many  of  the 
houses,  and  calculates  how  much  more  the  adjacent  lands  and 
buildings  would  be  worth  if  these  resorts  of  vice  and  inliuuy  were 
removed. 

On  a  scale  correspondingly  large  is  the  amount  of  money  actu- 
ally spent  upon  pro-stitutes.     The  weekly  income  of  each  woman 
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can  not  be  less  than  ten  dollars.  Many  pay  much  more  than  that 
sura  for  their  board  alone,  and  in  flrst-class  houses  it  ijs  not  un- 
common for  a  prostitute  to  realize  as  much  as  thirty  or  fifty  dol- 
lars, or  upward,  in  a  week.  But  if  the  income  is  taken  at  the 
lowest  point,  the  aggregate  receipts  of  six  thousand  courteaana 
amount  to  $60,000  per  week,  or  §3.120,000  per  year. 

Every  visitor  to  a  house  of  prostitution  exjjends  more  or  less 
money  for  wines  and  ]i4Uoi-s  therein.  In  some  cases  this  outlay 
will  be  larger  than  the  esish  remuneration  given  to  the  women,  but 
other  men  are  not  so  lavish  in  their  hospitality ;  and  it  is  fair  to 
assume  that  such  expenditures  amount  to  two  thirds  of  the  pre- 
vious item — a  weekly  total  of  $40,000,  or  $2,080,000  sj>ent  for  in- 
toxicating drinks  in  houses  of  pro-stitution  every  year. 

In  describing  the  customers  of  houses  of  assignation,  it  has 
already  been  remarked  that  in  the  first  class  many  of  the  female 
visitors  take  that  step,  not  lor  gain,  but  impelled  by  att'ection  or 
sexual  desire.  They  would  spurn  the  idea  of  being  paid  for  their 
company;  but  the  hou.ses  at  which  their  intrigues  are  consum- 
mated being  luxuriously  fumishtJ,  and  conducted  by  women  of 
known  discretion  and  sccivcy,  have  a  Ligh  tarill'  of  prices  as  one 
of  their  features.  Visitors  must  pay  as  much  there  for  accommo- 
dation as  the  rent  of  a  room  and  com{)ensation  to  a  female  would 
ajiiount  to  in  places  of  less  pretension.  It  is  assumed  that  4200 
visits  are  paid  to  houses  of  assignation  every  week,  and  for  the 
foregoing  reason  estimating  them  to  cost  the  men  the  same  in  ev- 
ery instiince,  juid  fixing  that  cost  at  three  dollars  for  each  visit, 
this  item  will  amount  to  $12,600  per  week,  or  $655,200  per  year. 

The  consumption  of  wine  and  liquor  is  small  in  houses  of  as- 
signation, as  c(jnipared  with  hoiwes  of  prostitution.  It  may  prob- 
ably amount  to  $5000  per  week,  or  $260,000  per  year. 

Tlie  income  of  the  dancing-saloons,  liquor,  and  lager-beer  stores, 
frequented  and  mainly  supported  by  prostitutes  and  their  friends, 
can  not  be  less  than  $30  per  week  for  each  house,  and  as  there  are 
151  establishments  of  that  description,  the  aggregate  ot  money 
disbursed  in  them  will  be  $4530  per  week,  or  $235,560  per  year. 

These  sums  exhibit  the  outlay  lor  the  pleasures  of  prostitution : 
the  ensuing  items  give  its  penalties.  Of  the  inmates  of  the  Island 
(late  the  Penitentiary)  Ho.spital,  in  1857.  over  66  per  cent,  were 
afflicted  with  venereal  disease.  The  total  expense  of  that  institu- 
tion for  the  year  was  $35,(X)0,  and  the  pro  rata  amount  lor  syphi- 
litic patients  would  be  $22,750  during  the  vear,  or  $438  per  weeL 
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B'^llt'vue  riospital  cost  to  iiiaiiituiii  it  during  1857,  $70,00<J  in 
round  iiumbers.  Thf  Mfdic^tl  Boiiid  say  that  ti'ii  per  ct-iit.  of  its 
inmates  are  treated  for  diseases  originating  in  the  syphilitic  taint, 
luiil  this  proportion  of  the  expenses  being  chargeable  to  prostitu- 
tion amounts  to  $7(100  per  year,  or  $135  ]»er  week. 

The  Nursery  Hospital  on  Randall's  Ishnid  cost  the  city  of  New 
York  $17,000  for  maintenance  during  1857.  One  half  its  infant 
patients  are  treated  lor  diseases  resulting  from  venereal  infection, 
and  $8,500  per  year,  or  $168  per  week,  is  the  quota  of  expense 
caused  by  this  vice  ami  it.s  sequel. 

The  tuinibei-  of  eases  oi'  vetiereal  disease  treated  in  the  New 
York  State  Euiigrauts'  Hospitid  on  Ward's  Island  was  6J  per  cent 
of  th<'  total  relieved  on  that  island.  The  expenses  for  1857  were 
$lOlt,(>00,  and  the  share  chargeable  to  prostitution  will  be  $7075 
per  year,  or  $186  per  week. 

In  the  New  York  City  nosjutal,  Broadway,  14  per  cent,  of  the 
patients  during  1857  were  treated  i'or  venereal  disease.  The  cost 
of  maintenance  for  that  year  was  $59,000,  and  the  share  caused 
by  prastitution  was  $8260  per  year,  or  $159  per  week. 

The  caaes  treatiMJ  in  diapensar}'  practice  have  been  averaged  at 
three  per  cent,  throughout  the  city.  The  yearly  expenses  of 
tho,si'  eliarities  are  a.s  fnlln«s  : 

New  York  Dispensary  .  .  $9100  Deniilt  Pi.speasary  .  .  .  $.')300 
Nortlierti  PL«pensary  ,  .  Sa.'iO  Nortliwi'stcm  Disqtcii.sary  .  *2630 
Ea»U'm  DigixjDsary    .     .     .      3700  "  Total $24,280 

and  the  projxirtion  chargeable  to  syphilis  must  be  §728  j>cr  viar, 
or  $14  per  week. 

Very  little  expense  is  incurred  by  the  medical  colleges  in  the 
cases  of  syphilis  treated  at  their  clinical  lectures,  as  the  relief  is 
generally  confined  to  a  prescription  or  a  slight  operation,  and  if 
medicine  is  supplied  in  a  few  ca.ses  the  amount  is  so  small  that  in 
a  calculation  oi'  this  s<'jrt  it  is  not  worth  notice. 

The  exjMjnses  of  the  King's  County  Hospital,  Long  Island,  for 
1857,  amounted  to  $75,300.     Alxiul  ten  per  cent,  of  the  patients 
treated  were  venereal  .sulFerers,  and  the  cost  for  them  amounts  t^J 
$7530  per  year,  or  $145  per  week.  ^| 

In  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital  the  proportion  of  venereal  pa- 
tients is  twenty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate.  The  lotjd  an- 
nual expenses  are  $17,200,  and  the  amount  incurred  on  account 
ot  this  disease  is  Iberefore  ,$4rt44  per  year,  or  $89  per  week. 

In  the  Seaman's  Retreat,  Staten  Island,  New  York,  twenty-foi 
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per  cent  of  the  iumates  suffer  from  venereal  disease.  The  ex- 
penses during  the  year  1857  were  $43,50<),  of  which  $10,540  per 
year,  or  $208  per  week,  must  be  considered  the  pnjj)ortion  ren- 
dered necessary  by  syphilis. 

To  as<M?rtain  the  amount  e.\i>ended  for  private  medical  assist- 
ance it  will  be  necessary  to  recapitulate  the  outlay  of  the  public 
institutions  mentioned. 

flulUu-lani.  ^l•tr''      iitUy.       \Ve<-lilv  uiitUy. 

Island  Hospital,  Bliickweirs  Isknd  .     .     .  $2S750  $438 

Belleviie  Hiwpitjil,  New  York      ....       1000  135 

Nursery  Ilosjiiul,  Rjindall's  Idiind  .     .     .       8500  163 

Emigrant.^'  HnspiUil,  Ward's  kland       .     .       7076  136 

City  Iluspitaf,  NVw  York 8260  159 

Dispensarif.s 72H  14 

Kinji's  County  Hwpital,  Ijorig  Island    .     .       7530  145 

Brijoklyii  City  Hospital,  Lon^  Island     .     .       4ti44  89 

Seauiuii's  Retreat,  Staten  Lslan.l  ....      10540  203 

Total 77027  1482 

These  tntals  mu.st  be  multiplied  by  four,  ;u.  .  la-  prudi:t-;  will 
show  the  amount  paid  lor  private  medical  assistance  as  $5928 
weekly,  or  $308,108  yearly.  This  is  calculated  on  too  libenU  a 
scale,  for  no  one  Ix^lieve.*  that  an  individual  requiring  profe,ssioaal 
aid  can  obtiiin  it  so  economically  in  private  life  as  in  a  public  insti- 
tution ;  nor  would  even  the  fact  that  in  the  latter  case  the  patients 
are  boarded  and  supplied  with  all  necessaries  more  than  counter- 
balance the  sums  which  must  be  paid  for  individual  medical  at- 
tendance. The  desire  not  needlessly'  to  exaggerate  facta  which 
are  sufficiently  corn|)reheusive  without  such  a  procedure  is  the 
only  reaiion  that  induces  so  low  an  estimate. 

But  there  are  yet  other  items  of  e.xpenditiire  which  mijst  be 
noticed  before  the  long  array  is  completed.  Foremost  of  these  is 
the  cost  for  support  of  abandoned  women  in  the  Work-house  and 
Penitentiary  on  Blackwell's  Isdaud.  The  proportion  of  females 
committed  to  the  Work-house  during  1857  was  three  fifths  of  the 
total  commitments.  It  is  not  asserted  that  all  these  were  prosti- 
tutes, but  it  is  certain  that  the  larger  part  were  unchaste,  and  for 
argument's  sake  we  will  take  the  ratio  as  two  abandoned  to  one 
virtuous  woman,  the  latter  representing  the  class  whom  jMJverty, 
sickness,  or  friendlessness  may  have  driven  to  accept  a  shelter  in 
the  institution.  The  expenses  of  the  Work-houiie  for  liie  year 
amounted  lu  $76,000,  and  the  share  of  cost  incurred  on  behalf  of 
prostitutes  would  therefore  be  $30,400  per  year,  or  $585  per 
week. 
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The  feoiales  sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  IVnui  courts  of  crim- 
inal jurisdiction  during  1857  amount  to  twenty-seven  per  cent, 
of  the  total  nuinlxT  iueaix;e rated.  It  will  violate  no  probability 
to  assume  that  all  these  women  were  prostitutes :  there  may 
exceptions  to  the  rule,  but  so  rare  are  they  as  not  to  inviUidate' 
the  principle.  The  Penitentiary  was  supported  during  1857  at 
an  outlay  to  the  tax-payers  of  nearly  $89,000,  and  the  proper 
tioH  I'hargeable  to  prostitutes,  at  the  ratio  given  above,  is  $2-t,03C 
per  year,  or  $4:62  per  week. 

A  farther  portion  of  the  expi>n8.";8  of  the  Work -house  and  Pcni^ 
tentiary  might  very  |>lauaiV>ly  be  included  in  the  list;  mimely,  the' 
share  incurred  by  the  maintenance  of  thosi'  men  who  owe  their 
iinprisorunent  either  to  crimes  committed  at  the  instigation  of 
eonnnon  women,  or  for  the  sake  of  supporting  them ;   or  to  a' 
^•ourse  of  idleness  and  dissipation  resulting  from  the  companion- 
ship of  prostitutes.     To  pursue  this  subject  in  all  its  mint 
would  lead  to  the  eonehusiuti  that  nearly  every  male  prisoner  owes' 
his  conflucment,  less  or  more  ix^motely,  to  one  or  the  other  of , 
these  cauBes,  and  hence  it  could  be  argued  that  all  the  expena 
of  male  iinprisoiiincnt  .should  l>e  taken  into  this  account.     On  the' 
other  hand,  such  a  course  ennld  be  o]j])o.sed  with  the  plea  that. 
Crimea  which  send  ineu  to  Blaekwell's  Island  are  otdy  inc 
results  of  the  sv.stem   under  diseuasion,  and  to  recognize  them 
would  force  the  recognition  oi'niany  other  iuilin'ct  consequences, 
daily  occurring  elsewhere.   Strictly  sp-aking,  the  position  is  scar 
ly  demonstrfd)le  enough  to  form  im  arithmetical  ealeulation,  but 
its  moral  certainty  is  so  far  acknowledged  as  to  make  it  a  serioua, 
matter  of  reflection  in  connection  with  the  attendant  evils  of  pr 
titution. 

To  resume  :  About  fit\v-fivu  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the 
Alms-hou.sfs,  Blaekwell's  Island,  are  females.  Some  of  these  ar 
f>ld  decrepit  women  whom  it  would  be  !mpo.s.Hible  to  consider 
[iro.stitutes;  others  are  virtuous  women  whose  poverty  has  driven' 
them  there ;  but  many  are  broken  down  prostitutes  who  liave  lost 
wliatcver  of  attraction  they  once  passe.s.<«'d,  and  with  ruined  health 
and  debilitated  constitutions  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  exist, 
even  in  the  lowest  brothels,  They  make  the  Alms-house  theii 
last  resting-place,  and  there  await  the  final  summons  which  sliall 
•'lose  their  career  of  sin  and  misery.  Yet  another  class  in  this  in- 
stitution is  composed  of  women  with  young  <!hildren.  Some  claim 
to  be  respectable  married  women,  while  others  are  known  as  di»j 
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reputable  cbaractora;  but  tLf  ibmit-r  have  little  to  support  thfir 
pretensions  except  their  own  jftssertion,  and  collateral  testimony 
wjmetiines  invalidates  that.  It  is  not  im  uneharilahle  eonelusion, 
that  at  least  one  hull'  ol'  the  female  inmates  of  the  Alms-house  owe 
their  dependence  ujMjn  charity  to  their  own  prostitution.  The 
support  of  the  Alms-house  in  1857  cost  the  city  of  New  York 
$63,000.  and  the  pro[x)rtion  resulting  from  f)rostitution,  on  the 
above  data,  is  J  15,751')  per  year,  or  $803  p-r  week. 

The  ehildreu  on  Randiiirs  Island  may  be  classified  according  to 
the  rule  already  adopted  in  reference  to  disejise  in  the  nursery 
hospitai  there;  namely,  to  a.ssume  that  om-  iudf  owe,  if  not  tlieir 
exi.stene*',  certainly  their  support  from  public  funds  to  causes  that 
originated  in  vice.  The  nursery,  exclusive  of  the  hospital,  cost 
during  last  year  $60,000,  one  half  of  which  umst.  in  accordance 
with  the  pn-vious  estimate,  l)e  chargt-d  to  ju-ostitution ;  namely, 
$30.0(:h»  jxm-  year,  or  $57/  per  week. 

The  final  charge  arises  from  the  police  aud  judiciary  ex])enses 
of  the  city  of  N»'W  York,  of  which  it  is  believed  that  ten  j)er  cent, 
is  caused  by  pj-<)stituti<in  and  its  concomitant  crimes  and  suffer- 
ings. The  aggregate  form.s  a  larg«'  amount,  and  will  Ix*  rather  a 
Burmise  than  an  jissertittn.  The  maintenance  of  police-officers  and 
Station-houses,  of  |iolice-ju.stices  and  their  court-rooms,  of  the  city 
judge  and  recorder,  with  their  respective  courts,  of  the  city  and 
district  prisous,  and  numerous  c/mtingent  expenses,  can  not  be  less 
than  two  million  dollars  a  year.  The  percentage  chargeable  to 
prostitution  will  therefore  be  $2(X),(M>  f)er  year,  or  $4tX)0  f>er 
week. 

Thus  much  for  preliminary  explamitions.  It  will  now  be  pos- 
sible to  present  the  reader  with  a  Utbular  statement  of  the  weekly 
and  yearly  cost  of  the  system  of  prttstitution  existing  in  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  New  World.  Those  who  have  followed  us  througii 
this  argument,  and  noted  the  facts  upon  which  every  calculation 
i.«  ba-sed,  will  l>ear  witness  that  nothing  luis  Ijeen  exaggerate*!,  that 
no  dollar  is  debited  tf>  the  vice  without  strong  presumptive  evi- 
dence to  su|iport  such  charge,  and  that  the  endeavor  has  been 
thntughout  rather  to  underestimate  than  exceed  the  ^>ouuds  of 
strict  probability.  Upon  this  ground  the  attention  of  the  public 
is  earnestly  requested  to  the  first  exposition  ever  attempttni  of  the 
amount  paid  by  citizens  of  and  visitors  to  New  York  for  illicit 
sexual  gratification. 
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Recapitulation. 

I'jipeudlture. 
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outlay 


iHOtTIDl'AL  Kxi'ENSES: 

Paiil  to  jirustitutes $60,000 


YfHj 

otttUjr. 


40.000 
12,«00 


$3,120,000 
2.080,000 
«o5.200 


5,000.  2f.O  000 


S|*nt  (ill-  wine  and  licjnor  by  visitors      .     . 

Paid  by  vi.siton*  to  liouse.f  of  assigntttiou 

Spent  for  wine  and  licjuor  b}'  visitors  to 
huu!<ex  of  a.-<.signatiiin 

Spent  in  daneiiip-suUions,  liijuor  and  lager- 
beer  stores  i're(|ueuted  by  ]irostitutes  and 

tiieir  friinils 

MkdicaI-  KxI'KVSES; 

Island  Ili>s)iital,  Ulackwell's  Lslaiid  .     .     . 

Bollevue      "       New  York 

Nurserj-      "       RanduIIV  Wand      .     .     . 

Eniigrant.s'  Hos|iital,  Ward'.'<  Inland       .     . 

New  York  City  llnsjiitiil.  New  York      .     . 

Dispensaries 

King's  County  Hwpital,  Long  Ldand    .     . 

Bnwklyn  City       "  '« 

Seamen's  Itetreat,  Staten  Island  .... 

Private  medical  a.s8ist«nee  .  .  • .  .  . 
Vaoran'cv  and  Paci-er  Expenses: 

Work-liouse,  Blnckwell's  Island  .... 

Penitentiary  "  "       .     .     ,     . 

Alms-honsc  "  ''.... 

Nursery,  Ilaiidall's  LtlauJ 

Police  anh  Jimcubv  Expenses: 

Pn i]K)rt it m  I »f  aggregate 

Totals $135,467 

Tlij  fiMitiiijrs  of  the  colmims  show  the  total  expjii.>    !<>  li- 

Weekly $135  467 

Yearly $7,036,075 

over  SEVEN  M1LWON8  of  dollars  I  or  nearly  as  much  as  the  annual 
timnieipal  exix-nditure  of  New  York  City. 

Corammit  upon  these  figures  would  be  superfluou.s.  Tliey  pre- 
sent the  monetary  effects  of  prostitution  in  a  ct)nvincing  point  of 
view,  and  will  prejiare  tlu-  reader  for  an  attentive  jx-msal  of  the 
suggested  remedial  measures  which  fonn  the  subject  of  the  next 
chapter.  The  American  mind  is  said  to  be  proverbially  open  to 
argument  based  upon  dolhirs  and  cents.  Without  giving  an  un- 
qualificil  assent  to  the  jtrnpositimi.  we  may  be  permitted  to  hope 
that  financial  considerations,  eoinliined  with  the  claims  of  benevo- 
lence and  hamanity.  the  ajipeak  of  virtue  and  mornlity,  the  de- 
mands of  public  health,  aixl  llie  future  physical  well-being  of  the 
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462 
303 

577 

4.000 


235.560 

22.750 
7.000 
8.500 
7.075 
8,260 
728 
7.530 
4.644 

10..540 
308.108 

30.400 
24  030 
15  750 
30  000 

200  000 
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coinmimity  at  large,  will  exercise  that  influence  on  the  public  mind 
which  is  uecessury  to  the  acconiplishmeut  of  any  valuable  prac- 
tical R'sult  from  the  present  investigation. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  the  extent  of  prostitution  it  may 
be  ajipropriat**  to  remark  that  it  was  considered  advisable  to  as- 
certain the  prevalence  of  the  vice  in  some  of  the  leading  cities  of 
the  United  States,  and,  in  order  to  do  this  efl'ectually,  a  circular 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  Mayors  of 

Mubile,  Alabama, 


Albany,  New  York, 
Biiltiinore.  Mar^lurid, 
BiisttJD,  Ma^iMiehusetts, 
Bruiklyn,  New  York, 
Buffalo,  New  York, 
Charleston,  Suitli  Curolina, 
Cliieugo,  Illinois, 
Cinoiiiiiati.  Ohio, 
Detriiit.  Miehigiin, 
1  lartt'i  iril,  C<  mneeticut, 
lyiniisi-ille,  Kentucky, 
Memphis,  Tennessee, 


Neivurk,  New  Jersey, 
Neic  Haven,  Connecticut, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
Noifolk.  \'\rg\\\\a, 
Philadelphia,  FeniL<ylvania, 
Piltxburirh,  Pennsylvania, 
I'drtlaiid.  Maine, 
TiiL'hiiiontJ,  \'irginia, 
Suraiuiiih,  (i>^)rgia, 
8t.  Louis,  Miswjuri, 
Washington,  District  Columbia. 


(The  names  printed  in  italics  are  those  of  cities  from  which  re- 
plies were  received.) 

The  circular  forwarded  was  as  follows: 

(Copy.) 
••  .MuyorV  Offirc.  New  York  City.  Scpe.  1,  IS-ifi. 

"  To  Ills  Honor  thk  Mator  of  the  City  of : 

"  Dear  Sir,  Below  you  will  rei«ive  frum  Dr.  Sanger  a  note  containing  a 
few  ((uestions  conceining  Pnw(ituti«n  aixl  Pmstitntcs  in  your  city,  which  I 
shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  have  the  kinduesH  to  answer. 

"  Very  truly  yours,  Fernando  Wood,  Mayor  New  York  City." 

"Dear  Sir,  During  the  pa.st  six  months, .with  the  aid  of  His  H<iaor, 
May<ir  Wood,  ipf  this  city,  iidJ  the  police  fon-e  at  his  cotnnmnd,  I  have  been 
collecting  materials  for  a  re|)ort  on  I'rostitution,  as  it  exists  in  New  York  ut 
the  present  time.  I  inclose  you  a  list  of  (juestiou':  that  have  been  asked  all 
the  women  examined  here.  Of  t-ourse  1  do  not  exj)ect  that  you  will  or  can 
give  answers  to  these  questions  fmm  the  jirostitute*  in  your  city,  but  I 
woultl  wish  to  have  your  replies  to  the  following  queries : 

"  1.   How  many  houses  of  prostitution  are  there  in  your  city? 

"  2.   How  many  houses  of  assignation  are  there  in  your  city  ! 

"  3.  How  many  public  pn)8titut«3s  are  there  in  your  city  ? 

<'  4.  How  many  private  prostitutes  are  there  in  your  city  1 

Th  '  list  ur(|iif.«lirin)>  induwU  wa»  a  printed  co|iy  of  the  ioterro^torie*  used  in 
New  Tork,  and  already  ^ren  in  those  pages. 
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"6.  How  many  kept  mistresses  are  thire  in  yonr  dty? 


f 


"  6.  What  is  the  present  juipulattun  i>f  yt^mr  t-ity  1 

"(M"  couige  these  questions  can  Ik-  anstwurwi  to  you,  by  your  chief  of  po- 
lice and  ofliccni,  only  a«  to  the  hei^  of  their  knowledge ;  but,  u  a  general 
thing,  shrewd  police-officers  will  be  able  to  give  correct  unswers  to  them.  I 
do  not  wish  uanies,  only  the  round  numbers  in  each  claaa. 

"  I  shall  do  iuy«c!f  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  copy  of  the  report  when 
completed,  und  Nhall  be  glad  to  receive  your  replies  to  the  above  ijueries 
by  the  30tli  i>f  thio  month.     You  will  |ilea^  direct  your  answer  to 
"  Voui-!i  resi>fctfiill_v,  Wii.uAU  W.  Sanger, 

"  Resident  Physician,  blackwell'»  Island,  New  York  City." 

The  Ibllowiiig  are  tlie  ivplic--  r  (vivfd: 

BrrFALo,  N.  Y. 
(Co|.y.) 
••Mnynr'.  Offlc".  BiiffnK  October  2,  I856. 

"  Dear  Sis,  I  received  your  circular  of  the  1st  of  September,  asking 
that  certain  ijuustions  concerning  houses  of  prtjstitution,  prostitutes,  etc., 
might  he  answered. 

"  I  inimtniiately  directed  our  chief  to  collect  the  notvjvsjirv  information 
through  the  ]iolice,  and  I  have  just  received  his  report ;  1  here  inclose  the 
answers. 

"To  show  how  far  the  report  can  he  relied  on  fur  acciunoy,  I  here  copy 
from  his  rejiort  :  *  The  captains  inform  me  that  they  experienced  much  dif- 
ficulty in  their  endeavors  to  make  a  correct  report  luid  answer  to  the  several 
<|uestion8  projiOHed  ;  they,  however,  believe  that  the  returns,  so  far  at  least 
as  the  number  of  houses  and  public  prostitutes  is  concerned,  are  very  near 
wirreut,' 

"  Any  farther  information  you  may  desire  I  will  cheerfully  give,  so  fer 
as  I  am  able.     I  am  resjiectfully  yours,  V.  1'.  .'^TEVENa,  Mayor." 


"  Houses  of  Prostitution 

of  Assignation 

Public  Prostitutes  .  .  . 


87 
31 


Private  Prostitutes 81 

Kept  .Mirtresses 31 

Population 75.000." 


LonsviLLE,  Ky. 

i«o|jy.) 

•-I'..lii-  Offlpi*.  t»ai(Tille.  Ky..  December  26,  IWifi, 

"  Hon.  JoH.v  Barber,  Mayor  : 

"  Dear  Sir. — Below  I  give  a  statement  of  such  matters  as  called  for  by 

Dr.  Wm.  W.  Sanger,  Kisident  Physician  of  Bhiekwell's  Island.  New  York 

City,  which  I  think  you  will  tind  correct,  or  as  near  as  can  be  arrived  at 

from  the  facilities  afforded.      Hojiing  that  it  will  prove  satisfactory  t<i  the 

doctor,  and  that  it  will  mo«i/  talta  tiiiJM.  I  rfiiciin  respectfully  yours, 

"J  AS.  KiBKPATRicK,  Chief  of  Police. 


* 
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"  Honses  of  Prostitution  ...    79     Kq)t  nitHtreasei< 60 

"       "  Assignation  ...    39     Population  of  city  (sup- 

Publiu  proHtitutw 214         posal  to  be) 70,000 

Private        ••  ....    93 

"  I  ani  now  preparing  to  take  tlic  ccii>itK  (or  1857." 

Newabk,  N.  J. 

••  N.«»rk,  N.  J..  October  4.  1856. 
"  Wm.  W.  Sanger,  M.  D.  : 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  can  nut  make  any  excuse  for  not  answering  your  letter 
of  inquin'  that  will  justify  mc.  (Yours  of  September  Irt  wa«  unfortunately 
Kiislaid.) 

"Our  |>opulat:on  in  1855  was  5.^000  fiy  census. 

••  We  hiivc  no  houses  of  ill  famt  in  our  city  ;  none  of  assignation  ;  there 
are  no  public  prostitutes. 

"  It  may  appear  strange  to  you  that  the  above  should  be  the  case,  but 
tliere  is  pxtd  reaaon  for  it.  From  the  best  information  that  I  can  get 
there  are  perhaps  fifty  private  prostitutes  in  this  city,  composed  of  girU  liv- 
ing at  scrvic"  or  as  seamstresses,  but  who  conduct  themselves  so  as  not  to 
be  known.  Our  city  is  so  ne^r  tu  New  York  that  as  soon  as  a  girl  turns 
out  she  make*  her  way  to  it,  where  as«)eiatious  and  cougeuiol  amuaemeDta 
make  it  more  agreeable.  It  is  rather  singular,  but  so  soon  as  it  becomes 
known  that  u  girl  is  loose,  she  is  marked  and  fiiilowed  in  the  streets  by 
half-grown  boys  hooting  at  and  really  forcing  her  to  leave  town.  Occa- 
sionally it  is  made  known  to  the  pilice  that  a  couple  of  girls  stiid  a  night 
or  two  at  some  Luarding-house,  when  they  are  arrested  as  vagrants,  or 
warned  off,  anii  they  an'  gone. 

•'  New  York  iR'iiig  so  much  greater  field  for  them,  they  are  the  least  of 
our  troubles.     Truly  and  respectfully  yours,  H.  J.  Pointer,  Mayor." 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
(Coiir.) 

"New  {{iivi-n.  September  18,  18SB. 

"  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Sanger  : 
"  Dear  !^ir, — Herewith  I  hand  you  the  report  of  our  chief  of  police  in 
answer  to  your  intjuiries  relative  to  prostitution  in  this  city. 

"  Your  obedient  servant,  P.  8.  6aij>in.  Mayor." 

I  IlH'lll'll'-    ,  • 

"  To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City  or  New  Haven  : 
"  Sm, — I  have  had  the  communication  addressed  to  you  by  Wm.  W.  San- 
ger, Resident  Physician.  Blackweli's  I>liiiid,  N.-w  York,  in  regard  to  pneti- 
tutes  and  prostitution  iu  the  city  of  New  Haven,  under  coiuiideratiuu,  uud 
beg  leave  to  report: 

Qq 
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"  That  the  answers  to  the  questions  propounded  are  given  in  a  general 
manner,  with  near  upprosimatiun  to  exactness  without  pretending  to  be 
minutely  accurate. 

"  And  to  t!ie  first  tjucirtion.  namely, '  How  many  htiu.ses  of  prostitution 
are  there  in  the  city  ?'  I  nimwer.  That  the  nuaibor  now  known  us  such  to 
the  {lolice  is  Uii,  and  that  these  an;  only  such  (Bome  of  them)  occasionally  ; 
and  that  none  of  thens  would  be  so  called  iu  New  York,  being  inconsider- 
able, in  jxxir,  out-of-the-wiiy  houses,  and  conducted  with  great  secrecy,  and 
are  constantly  liable  to  tlie  penalties  of  a  law  jieculiar  to  Connecticut,  which 
punishes  reptilalioii,  rendering  it  iuiiHissible  for  tbeni  to  gain  strength  and 
become  permanent. 

'■  Anil  to  the  second  iii(|uiry, '  How  uiiiiiy  houses  of  assignation  are  there 
in  tlie  city  !'  I  answer.  There  are  known  to  Ix-  *ij-,  and  others  suspected ; 
but  these  all  are  not  such  prosier,  but  are  connected  with  some  bu^^nes8,  as 
eating-houses,  hotels,  dance-houses,  etc. 

"And  to  the  third  innuiry, '  How  many  public  prostitutes  are  there  in 
the  city  ?'     There  an-  kuiiwn  by  name,  ninety-three,  all  well  known. 

"And  to  the  fourtli  iiii|uiry,  *  How  many  private  pRistitutes  art^  there  in 
the  city  V  I  answer.  That  there  are  thirty,  with  many  married  women  ;  and, 
indeed,  this  class  is  mostly  composed  <if  niarriwl  women. 

"  And  to  the  fifth  (jnestitm,  '  How  many  kejit  mistresses  are  there  in  the 
oity?'  the  answer  is.  That  the  n'uml)er  is  not  known,  but  is  small,  and  no 
one  instance  is  certainly  known  to  us. 

"  The  jfopulation  of  the  city  is  thirty-two  thousand. 

"  Ail  which  is  itespectfuUy  submitted.  John  C.  Hayden, 

"  Chief  of  Police  City  of  New  Haven. 

"Dated  at  New  Haven,  SeptemlH-r  Iti.  IM.'iii." 

NoRFOUi,  Va. 
(Copy.? 

"  Mnvi.r's  Office,  Norfolk.  Vs.,  Sept.  15,  18.i6. 

"  Dear  Sir,  -  Yonrs  of  Ixt  instant  was  duly  received,  and  in  reply  would 
state  that  I  have  endeavored  to  Ije  as  accurate  as  possible  in  my  replies  to 
your  several  interMga tones,  namely, 

"  1.  How  many  houses  of  prostitution  in  your  city  ? 

"Answer.  About  forty. 

"  2.  How  many  housed  of  assignation  in  yonr  city  t 

"  Aiiirwer.  None  as  such ;  there  being  no  places,  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
nsed  as  meeting-places. 

"  3.  How  many  public  prostitutes  are  there  in  your  oity  ? 

"  Answer.  About  one  hundred  and  flfty. 

"  4.  How  many  private  prostitutes  are  there  in  your  oity? 

"  Answer.  About  fifty. 

"  6.  How  many  kept  mistresses  are  there  in  your  city  t 
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"Answer.  About  six  or  eight. 

"  6.  What  is  the  {ire^cnt  |>o|>u!ati(in  of  yoiir  city? 

"Answer.  About  eighteen  thousand. 

"■I  would,  in  connection  with  the  iibove,  state  that  ubout  twenty-five  of 
the  forty  ii(msL's  lire  used  ahiiost  exclusively  hy  Miilors  and  seafaring  men, 
and  are  sonietiraes  improperly  called  '  Sailor  Boardiug-houst*,'  especially 
the  most  ilecent  of  them. 

"  Any  other  information  I  can  give  you  I  will  moet  cheerfully  do,  should 
you  desire  any. 

"  I  am  very  respectfully  yours,  F.  F.  Fergcson, 

"  Mayor  City  or  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

"To  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Sangeb,  Kesideot  I'liyniiiuii,  Bluckwull'ii IitlauJ,  New  York." 

Philadelphu,  P*u 
(Copy.) 
"Office  of  the  Muyorof  theCllyof  Philiidelphia,  Sept.  8.  1«56. 
'  Dear  Sir,  -  As  near  aa  we  can  arrive  at  the  fects  (of  course  no  great 
r^tiimcc  ran  be  placed  on  this  gonoral  answer)  the  following  are  the  figures : 

1.  Houses  of  prostitution     .  130     3.  Public  Prostitutes      .     .  475 

2.  Houses  of  assignation      .     bO      4.  I^ivate         "  .     .  105 
6.  (Say)  six  hundred  tlniiisand  [wpulation. 

"  Our  city  has  one  huiidrc«l  and  twenty-nine  (129)  square  miles  of  police 
jurisdiction,  and  six  hundred  and  fifty  (650)  [lolicemen  besides  officers. 
V'ou  will  therefore  make  some  allowances  for  the  want  of  time  to  enable 
me  more  fully  to  state  answers  to  your  questions. 

"  The  answers  given  are  from  estimates  made  by  the  lieutenants  of  polioe 
of  heir  own  districts. 

"  Respectfully,  Richabd  Xavx,  Mayor  of  Philadelphia. 

"To  Wii.  W.  SA.NOEB,  M.  1).,  Rtsideiit  I'hysiiiau,  HliiikHell's  Island." 


PrrrsBruoH,  Pa. 
(Cuj-y.) 
"  Mayor*!  Office,  PimbDrgh,  Sept.  18,  186€. 
«  Wm.  W.  Sanger,  M.  D.  : 
"  Dear  .Sir, — Vour  favor  of  the  1st  instant  came  to  hand  a  few  days  agO) 
requesting  answers  to  the  following  questions : 

"  1.  How  many  houses  of  pnkstitution  are  there  in  our  ciQr  ? 

"  Answer.  Nineteen. 

"  2.  How  m^ny  houses  of  aadgnation  t 

"Answer.  Nine. 

"  3.  How  many  public  prostitutes  ? 

"  .\nswer.  Seventy-seven. 

"  4.  How  many  private  prostitutes? 

"  Answer.  Thirty-seven. 
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"  5.  IIuw  many  kept  mUtreaaes  ? 

"  An.«wcr.  Sixteen. 

'•  6.  What  is  your  jiopulation  ? 

"Answer.  Seveuty-five  tlioiisand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  (15,750). 

"  The  above  \a  arrived  at  from  the  personal  knowledge  of  inine  of  oar 
policc-oflSc-ers ;  no  doubt  the  number  is  much  greater. 

""  At  the  lii.-*t  censu.«  our  popuiatiou  of  the  city  proper  was  over  sixty  thou- 
sand (60.000).  The  [MipulHtioii  ut  that  time  of  Pittaburgli,  Allt^hany, 
and  till'  -uburhs  of  Pitt*biu^li.  was  nearly  one  hundred  thousand. 

"  Reapectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant,  Wm.  Binuham,  Mayor." 

Savannah,  Ga. 
iCojiy.) 

"  Mavor's  fHfic*',  City  of  Savannah^  Ga.,  Sepu,  18,  1868." 
"  Wii.  W.  Sanger,  Resident  Physician,  > 
Bliickwell's  Island,  New  York  City  :  ) 
"  Dear  Sir,     In  this  city  there  are  fifteen  bouses  of  prostitution,  three 
ms8ignatiun-lRiiLse.s  ninety-three  white,  and  one  hundred  and   five  eolored 
prostitutes.     In  the  winter  seaaou  the  number  is  greatly  increased  by  su[>- 
plies  from  New  York  City. 

"  I  can  not  answer  what  number  of  private  pro8titutes  or  kept  mistreaBea 
there  are  here. 

"  Our  present  population  is  about  twenty-six  thousand. 

"  Very  truly  yours,  Edward  C.  Anderson,  Mayor.* 

These  replies  may  be  condensed  a»  follows : 


CttiM. 

Kvportad  by 

tloom. 

Pratttnta. 

1 

^1 

1  S 

Is 

i! 

< 

ii 

l\l 

Buffalo 

LuiiuTilli- 

Nrwark 

Ni"«-  Haven.. 

Norfolk 

Pliilailfl)>hia. 
Pittsbiirttli..., 
Snvantmti  .... 

Mayor  .Stovcn> 

'"•      Barber 

"       Pninicr 

"       Galpin 

"      Fertnuon  .. 

"      Vatix 

"      Binnham.. 

87 
79 

i'o 

40 

ISO 

19 

37 
31* 

"i 

50 
9 
3 

'2Vi 
214 

M 
160 

478 

77 

198 

81 
98 
60 
80 

to 

87 

31 
60 

"8 

105 

IB 

384      75,000 
3C7      70,000 
60  1  fi.'i.tMMl 
I2.M      32,000 
208      18.000 
580    (HM),000 
l."M)      7.'i.7BO 
198      26,000 

It  has  already  been  stated,  on  the  authority  of  the  state  census 
of  1855,  that  the  adult  nuile  pt)pulation  of  New  York  City  form 
nearly  one  third  of  the  total  inhabitants,  and  the  same  rule  may 
be  applied  to  these  cities  to  ascertain  the  comparative  number  of 
prostitutes  and  their  customers.  The  proportions  stand  as  fol- 
lows: 
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New  York,  on  the  resident  fwpulation  of  the  city  proper,  has 

1  prostitute  to  every  40  mea. 

hut  including  the  suburhs    .     .   1  "  "      '•      64  " 

Buflalo  ha.s 1  «  «      «      65  « 

Loiii.sville  has  1         «  «      "      64  « 

Newurkhas 1         «         «     "   366  « 

New  Haven  has I         "         «      «      87  « 

Norfolk  has 1         «         ««      «      29  « 

Philadelphia  has 1         «         «     "   344  » 

PitL-^burgh  has 1         «         ««      "    192  « 

SaviiDuah  has 1         "  «      «      44  « 

It  euii  scarctL'Jy  lie  doiihted  th:tt  llie  worthy  iiuiyors  nC  Newark, 
Philadelphia,  and  Pittsburg  havt;  been  misiaformed  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  vice  in  their  respective  cities.  Respecting  Newark,  for 
instance,  the  writer  was  recently  informed  that  prostitution  was 
not  so  rare  aa  Mayor  Poinier's  letter  would  imply,  but  that  prosti- 
tutes antl  known  houses  of  prostitution  were  to  be  found  scattered 
over  the  city,  and  that  the  fact  w:is  notorious  to  nearly  every  res- 
ident. This  iiilbnnatiou  wiis  received  from  a  gentleman  himself 
an  inhabitant  of  Newark.  There  is  no  doubt  that  much  of  the 
vice  of  Newark  finds  a  home  in  New  York,  as  the  mayor  says, 
but  it  is  equally  certain  that  it  ia  not  all  expatriated. 

The  mayor  of  Philadelphia  is  particularly'  wide  of  the  mark. 
There  may  not  be  its  inaiiy  public  prostitutes  there  as  in  New 
York,  but  it  is  proverbial,  and  is  as  widely  known  as  is  Philadel- 
phia it.self,  that  its  streets  alx)und  in  houses  of  assignation  and  pri- 
vate houses  of  prostitution. 

Pittsburgh  is  sitxmted  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Ohio 
River,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Alleghany  and  Monougahela  Riv- 
ers, both  navigable.  She  has  canals,  rail -roads,  and  large  maau- 
factories,  and,  if  closely  examined,  would  ]>robably  show  a  larger 
proportion  of  prostitutes  than  above  reported. 

Nori'olk  is  the  largest  naval  depot  in  this  country,  and  its  popu- 
lation can  not  be  held  responsible  for  all  the  prostitution  within 
its  limits.  In  both  Norfolk  and  Savannah  we  j^resunu'  that  the 
larger  portion  of  the  abandoned  women  at  the  time  the  census 
was  taken  were  colored  i.>eo])le,  whoso  virtue  is  always  at  a  dis- 
count under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  and  to  which  a 
seaport  is  always  fat^d. 

But  another  calculation  may  be  made  upon  the  assumption  that 
the  males  who  have  commerce  with  prostitutes  form  only  one 
fourtti  cif  the  population,  and  the  proportions  resulting  from  that 
are  a.'^  follows: 
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New  York,  on  tlu'  rt-sideiit  jiofiiilntlim  nf  tlu;  city  pmjHT,  h:is 

1  pnwtitute  to  i-very  30  men. 

hut  iiifludiiig  tiif  suburl»»     .     .   1  "          "      •«      50  " 

Buffiilu  hii.-^ 1  "         "      "      49  '■ 

L.ui^vill.-  hiis !  •'          "      ••      4S  " 

Nfwurk  hus     .                                      1  "          "      "    Tib  '♦ 

Niw  Havfii  lia> 1  "          "      "      65  " 

Norfolk  lius 1  "         "     .'     23  « 

P1iil!i.lcl|.l.iu  liiu< 1  "         "     •'   258  « 

Pitt.-lmijrii  liHS 1  "          »      ..    144  « 

Savaniiali  has 1  «         «      "      33  « 

To  arrive  ut  an  average  we  will  oinit  the  calculatioii  of  the  pro- 
portion oi  prostitutt^.s  to  the  popukitioii  of  New  York  City  proper, 
it  having  Ix'i'U  sliowu  alreatly  that  the  responsibility  of  much  of 
it  must  rest  upon  the  suburbs  ami  upon  visitors,  and  also  omit 
Newark,  Philadelphia,  anil  Pittsburg,  beeause  the  rejDorts  from 
those  cities  are  palpably  undernited.  This  done,  the  iru-aii  of  the 
two  estimates  stands  thus: 

New  York 1  prostitute  to  every  57  men. 

Buffulo 1         "         "     "     57     " 

Louisville 1         "         "      "      56     " 

New  Hiiven 1  "  «      i»      75     « 

Norfolk 1  •'         «      «      26     « 

Havumialj 1  "  "      "      39     " 

and  the  mean  of  the  whole  is ...  1         "        «     «     52    « 

Tliiw  mean  may  hi'  fairly  assuim'd  as  the  proportion  existing  in 
all  the  large  cities  of  the  Union,  and  the  farther  ;ussuniption  that 
the  men  who  visit  houses  of  prostitution  form  one  fourth  of  the 
total  population  will  give  a  basis  upon  which  the  total  number 
of  the  Prostitutes  in  the  United  States  may  be  estimated  with 
some  accuracy.  The  calculation  can  not^  of  course,  be  claimed  as 
absolutely  correct,  as  that  would  be  an  impossibility,  but  is  sub- 
mitted Jis  a  probability  on  which  the  reader  can  form  his  own 
conclusion. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  in  1858  was  estimated  by 
Professor  lie  Bow,  when  preparing  the  eonipendium  of  the  (.•ensufl 
of  1850,  and  his  calculation  at  that  time  was  that  by  the  present 
year  it  would  amount  to  29,242,13f*  persons,  which  may  1:)e  taken 
in  round  numbers  2i',UU0,Oil0.  From  this  must  l)e  deducted 
3,500,000  slaves,  which  will  leave  the  free  inhabitJints  25,500,000, 
and  the  proportion  of  adult  males  to  this  numU'r  is  6,375,000. 
It  mity  next  be  assumed  that  one  half  of  these  men  live  in  coun- 
try places  or  small  cities  where  prostitution  does  not  exist,  the 
other  moiety  being  inhabitants  of  cities  with  a  population  of  twen- 
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ty  thousand  or  upward;  and  upon  the  btwis  aln-ady  pi-uved  of 
oiit:-  [irostitute  to  every  fifty-two  men,  the  result  would  be  u  total 
of  61,29s  prostitutes.  Tlie  whole  area  of  the  UniU'd  States  is 
2,936, lti6  square  miles,  and  if  all  the  prostitutes  therein  were 
ecjuiilly  divided  over  this  surfiice,  there  would  be  one  for  every 
forty-seven  square  miles,  or  if  they  were  walking  in  continuous 
hue,  thiity-six  inches  from  each  other,  thej'  would  make  a  col- 
umn nearly  thirty-live  miles  long.  If  the  inhabitants  of  large 
cities  were  only  one  third,  the  number  of  prnstitutes  would  be 
41,058.  These  suggestions  are,  of  course,  mere  matters  for  con- 
sideration, and  are  not  given  as  definit*^-  facts. 

Allusions  have  already  Ix'en  ma<K*  to  many  exaggerated  opin- 
ions as  to  the  extent  of  jjrostitutiou  in  New  York  City,  and  it  may 
be  well  to  notice  in  this  place  some  passages  in  a  work  entitled 
"An  inquiry  into  the  extent,  causes,  and  con.sequences  of  Prosti- 
tution in  Edinburgh,  by  William  Tait,  Surgeon :  2d  e<lition,  l8-t2." 
The  author  staits  with  the  impression  that  the  capital  of  Scotland 
is  the  most  moral  city  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  after  fixing 
the  number  of  [lublie  prostitutes  in  Edinburgh  at  eight  hundred, 
or  one  to  every  eighty  of  the  adult  male  jx)pulation,  remarks: 

"  In  London  there  is  one  for  every  sixty,  and  in  Paris  one  for 
every  fifteen.  Edinburgh  is  thus  about  twenty-five  jter  cent,  betr 
ter  than  London,  while  the  latti^r  is  about  seventy  per  cent,  better 
than  Paris."  (Happy  Edinburgh!)  "And  what  is  to  be  said  of 
the  chief  city  of  the  United  State's  of  America,  of  the  independent, 
liberaf,  religious,  and  enlightened  inhabitants  of  New  York?  It 
will  scarcely  be  credited  that  that  city  furnishes  a  prostitute  for 
every  six  or  spven  of  its  adult  male  population !  Alas !  for  the 
religion  and  morality  of  the  country  that  affords  such  a  demon- 
stration of  its  depra\nty.  It  was  not  surpassed  even  by  the  me- 
tropolis of  France  during  the  heat  and  fervor  of  the  Revolution, 
when  libertinism  reigned  triumphant,  and  the  laws  of  God  and 
man  were  alike  set  at  defiance." — Page  H. 

This  picture  is  any  thing  but  flattering  to  our  national  pride ; 
but  it  loses  very  much  of  its  effect  liecau-se  it  is  contrary  to  the 
truth.  It  will,  however,  satisfy  our  readers  that  Mr. Tait  was  mis- 
informed, and  they  may  feel  a  slight  gratification  in  the  conclu- 
sion that  his  pathetic  lament  for  the  religion  and  morality  of  their 
countrv  was  unnecessary.     On  page  8  of  the  siune  work  wv  find: 

"  After  stating  that  then*  were  upward  of  ten  thousand  aban- 
doned women  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowall, 
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chaplain  to  the  New  York  Magdalen  Asylum,  goes  on  to  say : 
'  Besides  these,  we  have  the  clearest  evidence  that  there  are  hund- 
reds of  private  harlots  and  kept  mistresses,  many  of  wbonx  keep 
up  a  show  of  industry  as  domestics,  seamstresses,  nurses,  etc,  in 
the  most  respectable  families,  and  throug  the  houses  of  assigna- 
tion every  aight.  Although  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
the  number  of  these,  yet  enough  has  been  learned  from  the  facts 
already  developed  to  conviuee  us  that  the  aggregate  is  alarmingly 
great,  perhaps  little  behind  the  proportion  of  the  city  of  London, 
whose  police  report  asserts,  on  the  authority  of  accurate  research- 
es, that  the  numlx-r  of  private  prostitutes  in  that  city  is  fully  equal 
to  the  number  of  public  harlot^.'" 

In  this  passage  Mr.  Tail  shifts  the  responsibiUty  of  his  figures 
to  the  shouldera  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowall,  who  is  represented  aa 
declaring  the  number  of  public  prostiiut<'s  in  New  York  sixteen 
years  ago  to  be  ten  thoiisand,  and  assuming  the  private  prostitutes 
to  amount  to  the  same  number,  making  an  aggregate  nearl}-  three 
times  as  large  as  an  actual  and  searching  inquiry  has  found  at  the 
present  time.  During  the  last  sixteen  years  vice  has  not  de- 
creased in  New  York,  but  has  steadily  increased,  and  yet  the 
most  diligent  search  can  discover  in  1868  only  7860  public  and 
private  prostitutes,  instead  of  the  twenty  thousand  mentioned  in 
the  publication  under  notice !  We  imagine  it  to  he  ati  imperative 
duty  to  be  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  a  social  evil  before  at* 
tempting  to  write  upon  it,  and  although  Mr.  Tail's  book  can  not, 
by  any  possibility,  injure  our  city,  on  account  of  the  palpable  mis- 
representations it  contains,  we  allude  to  it  to  show  the  opinion 
entertained  of  New  York  and  its  vices  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Were  an  apology  necessary  for  the  present  work,  such 
statements  as  these  would  be  amply  suflScient. 

Mr.  Tait  loses  no  opportunity  to  hurl  a  sly  dart  at  New  York. 
Thus  (on  page  38),  ailer  quoting  the  words  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
M'Dowall  as  to  the  character  of  an  abandoned  woman  in  New 
York,  he  (Mr.  Tait)  continues : 

"  He  says  nothing  of  the  state  of  religious  feeling  among  the 
prostitutes  there;  and  if  we  are  to  regard  his  statement  of  the 
number  of  prostitute's  as  strictly  correct,  it  may  very  well  be  ques- 
tioned whether  any  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city  are  under  the  influence  of  sincere  religiou.s  feeUng." 

Some  of  our  New  York  City  readers  may  probably  recollect 
that  the  publication  of  Mr.  M'Dowall's  "Inquiry"  produced  very 
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considerable  excitement  here  at  the  time,  and  opinions  were  free* 
ly  expressed  that  he  was  cither  very  ignorant  on  matters  of  that 
nature,  or  intentionally  colored  bis  statenK-uts,  and  was  in  either 
^Case  entirely  unfitted  for  the  task  he  had  assumed. 

Mr.  Tail  assumes  the  population  of  Edinburgh  at  about  two 
hiuidred  thousand,  the  number  ofpubhe  prostitutes  at  eight  hund- 
red, and  of  private  prostitutes  at  nearly  twelve  hundred,  or  a  total 
of  two  thousand  ahandoiied  women.  This  gives  one  prostitute  to  ■ 
every  thirty-two  adult  mak-.s,  if  we  adopt  his  system  of  calcula- 
tion ;  or  one  prostitute  to  every  twenty-five  adult  males,  if  we 
adopt  the  system  of  calculation  which  has  been  applied  to  the 
United  States  in  the  present  work.  From  his  own  figures,  then, 
it  can  be  seen,  that  although  New  York  City  is  so  awfully  irre- 
ligious, it  has  less  prostitution  than  pious  Edinburgh. 

Again :  ou  |iage  189,  while  speaking  of  the  demoralizing  effects 
of  theatrical  representations,  Mr.  Tait  says : 

"  In  the  report  of  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  it  is  stated 
that  one  hundn.-d  and  filly  boys  and  girls,  out  of  six  hundred  and 
ninety,  are  guilty  of  theft  and  impurity  to  get  a  seat  in  the  thea- 
tre." He  does  not  mark  this  as  a  quotation,  nor  does  he  state 
the  report  from  which  it  was  extracted.  As  he  has  printed  it,  it 
must  be  supposed  correct,  although  we  must  confess  we  can  not 
see  very  clearly  whatj  connection  exists  between  the  New  York 
House  of  Refuge  and  prostitution  considering  the  ages  of  children 
generally  admitted  to  that  institution;  and  while  we  have  very 
little  doubt  that  many  of  the  inmates  thereof  have  committed 
theft  for  the  reason  he  assigns,  we  are  rather  dubious  as  to  the 
acts  of  impurity  alluded  to,  except  in  a  very  few  exceptional  cases. 

Farther:  on  page  19-i.  Mr.  Tait  quotes  "The  address  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowall  on  prostitution  in  America"  as  follows: 

"  At  the  very  hour  in  the  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  of 
every  Lord's  day  when  the  people  of  God  assemble  for  religious 
worship,  then,  in  a  special  manner,  do  the  children  of  the  wicked 
one  meet  in  troops  at  harlots'  houses.  On  the  Sabbath  days  the 
rooms  are  so  filled  with  visitors  that  there  is  no  place  for  them  to 
sit  dowTi,  and  on  that  account  many  are  refustid  admission  at  the 
doors."  These  palpable  exaggerations  require  no  contradiction. 
They  show,  however,  the  extremes  of  misrepresentation  to  which 
an  enthusiastic  and  incompetent  writer  may  be  led. 

Inclined  to  exaggeration  as  Mr.  Tait  has  been  proved  to  be,  he 
yet  protests  (in  page  251)  against  some  opinions  upon  infanticide 
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by  prostitutes  in  New  York,  uclvanccil  by  his  informant,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  M'Dowall,  and  quotes  the  opinion  of  Pareut-Dueliatelet  to 
prove  that  mothers  art;  generally  very  fond  of  their  children. 
This  fact  warrant.'*  the  conclusion  that  hi.s  other  ojiinions  upon  so- 
cial morals  in  New  York  an-  entirely  derived  from  Mr.  M'Dowall, 
■who  is  shown  to  be  any  thing  i)Ut  a  credible  witness.  His  reli- 
ance upon  such  a  source  is  much  to  bt^  regretted  as  materially  im- 
pairing the  value  and  truthfulness  of  his  otherwise  interesting  and 
useful  volume. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  "  Compendium  of  the  Seventh 
Census  of  the  United  States,  185D,"  will  be  interesting,  from  their 
relation  to  various  points  which  have  been  discussed  in  the  prog- 
ress of  this  work.  They  have  all  a  more  or  leas  direct  bearing 
upon  the  subject  of  prostitution,  and  the  condensation  of  them 
here  wilt  give  readers  an  opjwrtumty  of  verifying  many  of  the 
previous  remarks. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Union  at  the  present  time 
(1858)  has  been  aln^ady  given  as  29,242,139  persons  (including 
slaves).  Tlie  proportion  of  females  to  males  at  each  census  from 
1790  to  1850  is  stated  as  follows:' 


Males 

Fcmalea , 


ITOa 


100- 
96-* 


I80O. 


100' 
95-3 


ISIO. 


100- 
96-2 


laao. 
lOO- 
96-8 


lOO- 
96'4 


1S40.      I     iSBO. 


100- 
95-6 


100- 
95- 


This  n;lates  only  to  the  free  population.  In  enumerating  slaves 
no  distinction  of  sex  was  made  earlier  than  the  year  1820.  The 
ratio  of  male  and  female  slaves  since  that  date  is  as  follows  :^ 


1«W. 

1830.    ^ 

JMO. 

IBM. 

Males 

100- 
9S19 

100 

9e-3« 

100- 
99-55 

100- 
99-95 

Females 

From  these  tables  it  appears  that  the  males  in  the  free  poj)ula- 
tion  and  the  females  in  the  slave  population  have  been  steadily 
increasing,  but  with  no  determined  ratio  of  progression. 

Taking  the  total  of  free  and  .slave  p<3pu!ation  since  the  census 
of  1820,  the  excess  of  mah-s  is  .stated  thus  :^ 


1S8». 

1880. 
6,529,696 
6,386,324 

184a         [ UBO. 

8,688,.W2      U,837;661 
8,360,921      11,864,216 

Males 

*,B98,I2T 
*,740,004 

Females 

Exceiw  oT  males.. 

168,133 

198,872 

307,611          488,446 

It  will  l>e  seen  from  this  that  in  1850  the  males  were  in  excess 
at  the  rate  of  2-08  j>er  cent.,  and  by  applying  the  same  rule  m  the 
'  Compendium  of  ScTcnth  Census,  p.  49.  •  Ibid.  p.  87.         '  Ihid.  p.  101. 
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population  of  1868  a  fair  estimau*  of  the  relative  number  of  each 
sex  at  the  pn-si'iit  time  may  be  made  a«  fiillow? : 

Male.s  (1858) .•  U.92o,l88 

Feiuale* 14.316.951 

ExwMi  n(  muK'H  ....  »iOS,237 

Total  ustimut«(i  populutiou  .  29,242,1^9 

In  the  several  geographical  divifiious  of  the  L'uion  the  propor- 
tion of  white  males  to  white  females*  is  thus  shown :' 

Xeir  E111//4L111I  Sla(ai(M.Miii;,  New  Humpsiiire,  Vermont,  Mas:<achu- 
setts,  Rbode  Lsland,  and  Connecticut),  10n-s7  females  to  100  males. 

}fidilk  SluU's  (Ni'w  York,  New  Jei-s<n-,  PemL-iylvsmia,  Di-laware, 
Maryland,  and  District  of  Columbia),  97"70  females  to  IW  males. 

SouOiem  States  (Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Greor- 
gia,  and  Florida),  98-54  females  to  100  riiales. 

South imsteiii  Sluttx  (Alabama,  Missis^sippi,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
Arkansas,  and  Tennessee),  91"f5fi  females  to  lOt)  males. 

Xorlhivestern  States  (Kentucky,  Mis.soun,  IHinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Wiscou.sin,  and  Iowa),  9211  feraale.s  to  100  males. 

California  and  Territories,  36-73  females  to  100  uiides. 

Two  facta  are  developed  in  this  statement.  In  the  New  Eng- 
land Stales  females  are  iti  excess  of  males.  From  this  district 
comes  thi.'  majority  of  all  the  native-born  prostitutes  who  find 
their  home  in  New  York  City.  In  the  Nurtlswesteni  State's,  to 
which  it  has  been  proposed  to  remove  some  of  the  surplus  female 
labor  of  New  York,  the  males  are  in  excess,  and  any  women  sent 
there  would  aid  in  restoring  the  equilibrium  of  the  sexes. 

The  following  table  gives  the  relative  percentage  of  ieach  sex 
at  different  ages,  and  also  the  number  of  females  to  each  hundred 
males:' 


AB* 

PutJBOtttgB  of 

MalM. 

PsrorategB  of 
KenulM. 

PeniA]e>  to  emcb 
100  M^«. 

14-68 

13-69 

12-23 

10-39 

18-64 

12-86 

8-38 

4-97 

2-64 

1-11 

-31 

}        -04 

-07 

14-95 

13-98 

12-3S 

11-42 

18-46 

11-84 

7-86 

4-83 

2-69 

118 

-36 

-08 

96-76 

97  03 

96-00 

104-46 

94  08 

87-55 

89-09 

92-15 

96-88 

101-01 

11011 

12316 

120-43 

44-09 

From      5  year*  to    10  yeara 
"       10         "        15     '• 
••        15         ••        20     •• 
"       20         "        80     " 
"80         "40     " 
"40         "60     " 
"60         "60     " 
"       60         "        70     " 
"       70        "        80     " 
"80         "90     " 
"       90         "      100     " 
"     100  years  opward 

100- 

100- 

95- 

Compendiain  of  Screnth  Census  p.  49. 


Ibid.  p.  57. 


620 


HISTORY  OF  PROSTITUTION. 


Experience  baa  proved  that  the  age  at  which  female  virtue  ia 
exposed  to  the  most  temptatious,  or  at  least  the  age  at  which  the 
greater  part  of  the  jjrostitutes  in  New  York  have  embraced  their 
wretched  calling,  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  years,  and  the  table 
above  shows  that  at  those  periods  females  are  in  excess  over 
males  nearly  4^  per  cent.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  tlie  numer- 
ical pR^dominance  is  the  cause  of  the  temptations ;  or  may  it  not 
rather  be  concluded  that  both  are  co-existent,  and  equally  con- 
tribute to  the  sad  result;  or  even  would  not  temptation  be  more 
aggravated,  bt^jause  concentrated,  if,  at  that  critical  period  of  life, 
males  and  females  were  in  equal  uuiul>ers? 

The  fi;)llowing  table  gives  the  relative  ages  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation without  distinction  of  sex,  but  compares  the  white,  free 
colored,  and  slave  classes : 


PerwDtAp*  of 

Ages. 

white  I'npii. 

fiw  colored 

•lav*  Popa- 

lallnn.' 

lupulatl'jn.i 

Utloo.' 

14-81 

14-04) 

16-87 

From    5  years  to  10  vean< 

13-83 

13-36 

14-95 

"      10     •'      "    15     "     

12-28 

12  04 

13-61 

"      16     "      "  20     "     

10-89 

10-08 

11-15 

"     20     "      "  30     "    

18-55 

i7-8n 

17-86 

"     30     "      "  40     "    

12-36 

12-71 

11-04 

"      40     "      "60     "     

8-13 

8-73 

6-86 

"      60     "      "60     "     

+  •90 

5-60 

3-9fi 

"     60     "     and  upward 

4-20 

B-fitt 

3-li« 

Ji.gcs  unknown  ....     

■05 

•07 

•02 

100- 

100- 

UK)- 

BIRTHS. 

The  nitio  of  birth.s  i.-^  in  the* 
United  States    .     .  1  birth  to  every  36  persons,  or  2'75  per  cent. 


Great  Britain    .     .   1 

« 

ti 

31 

ii 

3-23 

France     ....  1 

u 

(C 

35 

ii 

2-86 

Russia     ....  1 

u 

t< 

36 

U 

2-75 

Prussia  and  Austria  1 

u 

<l 

26 

ti 

3-87 

EUf  CATION. 

The  importance  of  education  and  its  influence  upon  the  social 
problem  of  prostitution  is  a  sufficient  apology  for  the  following 
extracts,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said  already  on  the  subject 
There  are  in  the  United  States 

239  t-olleges  with  an  annual  income  of      .     $1,964,428 

80,978  [rtiblic  schools 9.529.543 

6,085  iifademies  and  private  schools  .     .     .       4,644,214 
87,302  udocatiooal  institutions  which  ooet     .  $16,138,184 


'  Com)»>u«liuiii  uf  ijeveuUi  Censiua,  p.  94. 
»  Ibid.  [..  91. 


Iliiil.  |>.  69. 
<  Ibid.  p.  104. 
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These  institutions  are  attended  by  3,644,928  scholars.' 
There  are  in  the  United  States 

Natives 858,306 

Foreigners 195,114 

Total 1,053,420 

persons  above  twenty  years  of  age  who  can  not  ivail  or  write. 
This  number  is  subdivided  thus :' 


vvbho. 

l-ree  oolond. 

Tvlal. 

Males 

389,664 
57.3,234 

40,722 
411,800 

430,38« 
623,  a-u 

Female* 

Total 

963,894 

90,522 

1,063,420 

This  shows  a  remarkable  preponderance  of  uneducated  voaa 
The  percentage  of  cliildren  attending  school  in  the  United  Snaa 
calculat<:^(l  on  idl  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  yeas  B 

Natives 80-81  pcrcot.' 

Foreigners 61-73      " 

a  proof  of  the  fact  intimated  already  that  foreign  put^  db  Mi 
endeavor  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facihties  provided  l>r lie  «fe 
cation  of  their  children. 
The  illiterate  of  the  population  are  thus  minntWr  malrwti^ 

White  illiterate  to  total  white    . tUfgtmL 

Free  colored  illiterate  to  total  free  colored JMI    " 

Native  white  anii  free  colored  illiterate  to  total  natireviife 

and  free  colored tH    ' 

Foreijn>  white  and  free  colored  illiterate  to  total 

white  and  free  colored 

Native  illiterate  white  and  free  colored  to  total  «/  kril 

(native)  over  20  years  of  age IMS 

Foreign  illiterate  white  and  free  colored  to  total  ^M 

(foreign)  over  20  j-ears  of  age ttU 

Foreign  illiterate  over  twenty  years  of  8g«     .    .  HSflU 
Foreign  illiterate  to  total  foreign  over  20  ytantt^t^ 

poaing  the  illiterate  to  be  all  white i|-$I 

Following  the  geographical 
results:^ 


Ht 


'MB  iW  fcOowiog 
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Mtetlou. 

of  IllUcraU'  ta 
NallT«. 

-  ercwnlAfff  of 
Ullb-raUi  to 
Narlvw  oTiir 
SO  V»ra  of 
««« 

of  lUiteniv  to 
Korvlgncn. 

I'uroentiMff  of 

llllterat<-  to 

ForeigDcn 

over  90  ^  ean 

of  ign. 

IVrcwnU^ 
of  UtUmtcto 
flm  I'otortd. 

New  Encland  States 

•2« 

■42 

1468 

24-89 

8-45 

Miiliili-  Siiiifb 

1-84 

3  00 

9-55 

16-92 

22  4  2 

SuiitlitTn  Stutii-s 

9-30 

20-i«) 

.■■.•28 

8-8(1 

21-20 

Snmlnvpati'rn   States 

8-41 

ic-(a 

9-12 

15-20 

1 8  •64 

Noitlnvi'stcrii  State-It 

4-97 

9  92 

4  63 

7-72 

21-44 

Ciilifoniia  and  Ti-rri- 

1  17'50 

21'63 

14-13 

23-51 

12-47 

OCCUPATION'S. 

In  the  tables  of  <>ecujmtious  thr  only  class  noticed  ia  the  white 
and  free  colored  male  jjopulation  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  no  re- 
turns of  female  employment  being  given.  As  interesting  to  the 
general  reader,  althougli  not  in  inunediate  connection  with  the 
subject,  the  following  is  given :' 

ftAtio  per  cent. 
Ownpatloas.  to  the  total 

eroployed. 

Commoree,  trade,  manufactures,  mechanic  arte,  and  mining    .     29*72 

Airrii-ulture 44'69 

Labcir  (not  ngricultural) •   .     .     1S50 

Army 10 

Sfii  iuk)  river  navipntion 2  17 

Law,  MiiJifiiif,  and  Difinity l'"6 

OtlitT  pursiiit.>*  reijiiiring  education I'78 

Government  civil  servioe "46 

Domestic  ner^'ice '41 

Other  occupations '41 

100-00 
A  similar  but  more  elaborate  statement  of  the  oeeupations  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  -was  publisheii  in  the  British  census 
for  1841,  and  w  reprinted  by  Professor  De  Bow  in  his  compen- 
dium.' 


OomiwtkKU. 

1  croi*ntage 
to  tuUI 
MkI«. 

I'crct'nt&gi: 
totoUI 
Fenulca. 

Percvntafc 
lotoul 

26-24 

IB -33 

6-99 

142 

2-86 

•6B 

1-17 

•48 

2  78 

1-47 

I  11 

40-06 

7-12 

•84 

1-21 

"-02 

•36 

•02 

948 

8-88 

1^01 

76-06 

16-52 

7^»B 

4-05 

-70 

117 

-34 

■76 

•23 

618 

2-69 

1-06 

58-Sfi 

Aiiriciiltiirv 

Vnvy  nnd  merchant  scampti,  boatmen,  &c.... 

Clcriial,  Icnal,  unJ  mcdiriil  firufessions 

Olht'T  pursititj*  rciiiiiriTip  cdiirrttloii  

Government  and  innntcijial  c\vM  licnrice 

Persotj"- »f  indeiwndi'Ttl  tncnnH 

Pensioners,  [laujiers,  lunatics,  and  jirinoners. . 
Unoccupied  (including  woineti  and  children).. 

100- 

100- 

100- 

Coropendinm  of  Seventh  Censo*,  p.  128. 
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WAGES. 

In  introducing  this  subject,  Professor  De  Bow  remarks,  "Tho 
money  price  of  wages,  unless  the  price  of  other  articles  be  known, 
gives  but  ail  unsiiiisfactxiry  idea  of  tho  condition  of  the  laboring 
classes  at  diJi'ercnt  perioils  and  in  dilTcrent  countries."'  In  the 
following  tables  of  the  rates  of  remuneration  in  1850  this  diffi- 
culty wil!  scarcely  exist,  so  far  as  New  York  is  coucenicd  at  least. 
The  large  lumibcr  of  domestic  servants  who  have  been  added  to 
our  population  since  that  year  precludes  the  possibility  of  any 
considerable  advance  iii  the  nite  of  wages,  and,  as  every  R'aderhas 
an  idcti  of  what  a  woman's  necessary  exfjeusis  must  be,  each  will 
be  enabled  to  decide  for  himself  whether  the  compeustition  is  suf- 
ficient, or  whether  society  at  large  would  not  b<>  bcuefited  were 
some  of  the  surplus  domestic  servants  removed  to  other  localities, 
and  thus,  by  increasing  the  demand,  augment  the  wages.  The 
following  was  the  average  weekly  wages  (with  board)  of  a  domes* 
tic  servant  in  the  year  1850:' 

Missouri  . 
Xow  H.tinjwhire 
New  Jersey   . 
New  York 
North  Caroliua 
Ohio    .     .     . 
Pi-ntisylvania 
Rlnxle  Liland 
South  ('iiruljna 
Tfennessee 
Texas  .     . 
Vermont  .     . 
Virginia   .     . 
Wisconsin 
f   r  Minuesota 
i  J  New  Mexico 
i  I  Oregon   , 
^  LUtoh       . 

The  fiL)llowing  is  a  table  of  the  monthly  wages  in  factories  in 
the  diifen'nt  states.  It  is,  of  course,  exclusive  of  board  and  lodg- 
ing. Looking  at  the  amount  received  by  female  operatives,  will 
any  one  feel  surprised  that  they  should  abandon  the  incessant  and 
poorly  paid  employment? 

Compendium  of  SoTcnth  Census,  p.  164^ 


H\Mlt». 

W'«g™. 

Alabama  .    .    . 

$1  41 

Arkansas .     .     . 

1  ti- 

Oalifriruiii      .     . 

ls  00 

f'oluinbia  (District 

of). 

1  31 

Connecticut  .     . 

1  3(> 

Pelawiire  .     .     . 

0  84 

Morida     .     .     . 

1  83 

1  52 

1   14 

Indiana    .     .     . 

0  90 

1  07 

Kentucky      .     . 

i  OS) 

Louisiana      .     . 

2  57 

I  09 

Maryland .     ,     . 

0  89 

Ma»iacbu.sett^     . 

1  48 

Mic'hipin  .     .     , 

1   10 

Misaissippi.   .     . 

I  52 

TilgM,. 

.     . 

$1  17 

3 

1  27 

0  97 

.     1  05 

0  87 

0  96 

0  80 

1  43 

1  43 

1  00 

2  00 

1    19 

0  96 

1  27 

2  25 

0 

0  78 

10  00 

I  46 
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WAGBS   PER   MONTH  (VVITHOI'T   BOARD). 

1 

SUtM. 

Cotton. 

Wool 

("Ig  Inm. 

[run  VmBt- 

iDgB. 

Wraufht 
Iroa. 

lUhmlat. 

M 

M. 

F. 

a. 

1 . 

M. 

r-.      M.      K. 

M.    1     K. 

M. 

f- 

S     c. 

«    c 

»  t 

9    c. 

»     c 

t  c 

4    r,   $  c 

«    c    »    c 

«    c 

Aluhumu  ... 

11  71 

7  98 

■  *• 

•  •• 

17  60 

80  05    ... 

16  29 

... 

■ 

Arkansas... 

U  61 

5  88 

*•. 

... 

.*• 

... 

•  •■              *•■ 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

... 

•.. 

■ 

California.. 

,,. 

..1 

... 

•  ■• 

«•• 

... 

28  83    ... 

•  .■ 

... 

... 

•■• 

■ 

D.  cifCul.... 

H  02)  8  00 

30  00 

,,, 

*■• 

... 

27  06]   ... 

t»« 

•  •* 

... 

■ 

CynniHticiit 

HI  08 

II  80 

24  12 

12  86 

26  80 

>.. 

27  02  8  00 

8169 

... 

30  81 

■ 

n*'lawar(*... 

1.1  a  1 

U  58 

18  79 

17  83     ... 

•>* 

23  86    ... 

26  63 

•  ** 

... 

■ 

FloriJn 

32  14 

500 

... 

... 

••»       1      ... 

•  •• 

ifiiS 

8  40 

■ 

[iiuirpia 

14  67 

7  39 

2747 

14  10 

1744 

5  (K) 

27  43;   ... 

11  35 

500 

... 

... 

■ 

IllinuL* 

... 

22  00 

12  52 

22  06 

... 

28  50    ... 

... 

*.■ 

... 

... 

m^ 

Inilianu 

13  02 

677 

21  81 

II  05 

26  00 

25  74:    ... 

27  45 

400 

... 

... 

lowu 

... 

... 

11  14 

.t. 

... 

... 

32  35    ... 

.•• 

.«■ 

... 

Ki-ntnikv... 

14  95 

9  3C 

15  80 

11  11 

20  23 

4  70 

24  89i4  15 

32  06 

... 

... 

... 

M 

^^^H                  ^LiiiiUiniin 

... 

... 

... 

, 

... 

35  60,    ... 

•  a. 

»•• 

... 

... 

■ 

Main:' 

29  3r>|12  15 

22  57 

11  77 

22  00 

29  00  5  00 

... 

■  ■■ 

19  12 

... 

■ 

Marvland  .. 

I.-.  42l  9  4K 

18  60 

11  89 

20  14 

27  501   ... 

24  31 

... 

■ 

Ma>>iK'ir>ts 

22  90il3C<l 

22  95 

H  22 

27  50 

.*• 

80  90    ... 

29  46 

12'79 

1570 

... 

^ 

Mi(hi(:nn... 

... 

.•■ 

21  65 

11  47 

35  00 

.•* 

28  68    ... 

r*. 

... 

23  43 

... 

Missis-iippi . 

!4  21 

8  94 

... 

... 

... 

37  91    ... 

.•• 

... 

.,. 

... 

MitiMKiri .... 

10  93 

IO(Hl!32<K) 

6  M 

24  28 

19  63    ... 

30  00 

*.* 

... 

... 

■ 

N.  l[:..ii|.... 

2fi  00 

13  47  22  Wi 

14  .53 

18  00 

... 

83  061  ... 

31  34 

... 

10  00 

... 

■ 

Nrw  Ji'rscv 

17  98 

9  56 

25  22 

«  (iO:21  20 

24  04):   ... 

27  31 

13  34 

... 

... 

■ 

N.-w  V..rk;. 

18  .'i2 

9  68 

19  97 

11  76 '25  (HI 

27  49    ... 

28  91 

... 

20.15 

■ 

N.  Carolina 

11  (15 

6  13 

18  00 

7  OOl  8  0« 

4  00  23  46    ... 

10  43 

4  78 

23  64 

11  "77 

^ 

Ohiu 

16  59 

17  85 

9  42 

9  91 

20  14 
19  23 

10  90'24  48 
H)  41  21  65 

5  11 

27  32    ... 
27  55  6110 

29  58i    ... 
28  31    6.57 

19  07 

... 

Pennsvlv'a. 

Rtio.  i.-land 

18  GO 

12  95 

20  70 

15  18 

>.■ 

1*. 

29  631   ... 

.57  85 

... 

3400 

•■  ■ 

is.  Carolina 

13  94 

8  30 

... 

... 

*.• 

13  59  4  00 

*.* 

... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

Tenncsste.. 

10  94 

6  42 

1  7  06 

6  00  12  81 

5  11 

17  96  4  50 

15  20 

600 

«•■ 

•  •• 

Tfxas 

... 

20  0(1 

20fKV     ... 

... 

43  43i   ... 

>■• 

..• 

•    ••• 

Vermont.... 

1.5  53 

12  65 

24  46 

n  81|22  08 

... 

28  27:   ... 

33  08 

■  .■ 

>.• 

... 

■ 

Virginia .... 

10  18 

6  9S  18  17 

9  91  12  76 

6  86 

19  91 19  44 

35  41 

*.■ 

31  70 

■  •• 

Wisconsin . . 

... 

...122  48 

...    |30  0<) 

... 

26  78|   ... 

... 

21  60 

... 

The  number  of  hands  employed  in  these  manufactures  is  ai 

'  1 

^H 

bllows :' 

g 

MsouflusturM. 

t'liiplov**»!. 

Men*.  .Tengc 
W.gM  per  Month. 

Womea 
employed. 

WoiiMn*.  ftT«nn 
WifM  per  MoBlk. 

1 

Cottiin 

33, 1. "ill 

f  16  79 

59,136 

ift9  94             1 

Wool   

22,678 
20,298 
2.S,54I 

21  49 
31  68 
27  38 

16,574 
1.50 

48 

Ti  86 
6  13 

5  87 

1 

Pi(l-iron  . 
Iron  casti 

ngs 

Wrouttht  iron 

16,110 

27  02 

138 

786 

■ 

Fisheries. 

20.704 

20  49 

429 

10  08 

1 

Total  employed 

136.481 

76,475 

PArPERISM. 

1 

From  tables  relating  to  pauperism  in  the  United  States  we 

leara  that  in  the  year  ending  June  1,  1850,  when  our  jwpulation 

was  23,191,876,  there  were  supported  {in  whole  or  in  part)  at  pub-          i 

lie  expense :'                                                                                            ^M 

'  CompeDdiom  of  Serentb  Census,  p.  180-184.                        '  Ibid.  p.  I6S.         ^M 
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Matives 66,434 

Foreigners 68,538 

Total 134,972 

The  cost  of  sm,-h  supp<jrt  waa  $2,954,806.  This  is  uiuch  less  than 
the  outlay  in  England,  where,  in  the  year  1848,  there  was  expend- 
ed £6,180,764  sterling  (or  over  thirty  tniDion  dollars),  the  popula- 
tion being  17,521,956,' 

CRIME. 
There  were  confined  in  the  various  state  prisons  throughout 
the  Union  on  June  1,  1850:* 

White  males 4643 

"      tcmales 115 

Total  wLites 4758 

Colored  males 801 

"       females 87 

Total  colored -  888 

Aggregate 5646 

Of  these  there  were 

Native  whites 3259 

"      colored 866 

Total  natives 4125 

Foreign  whites 1499 

«       colored 22 

Total  foreign 1521 

Aggregate 5646 

INTEMPERANCE. 
It  need  not  be  repeated  that  habits  of  intemperance  and  prosti- 
tution are  closely  allied.     The  following  figures  give  the  statistics 
of  the  breweries  and  distilleries  in  the  United  States  -.^ 

The  total  number  of  these  establishments  Lb 1217 

In  which  is  invested  a  capital  of $8,507,574 

They  employ  614(>  liaiids,  and  consume  during  tin 


Barley 
Com  . 
Bye  . 
Oats. 


Apples 
Hops. 

Molat 


526,840  bushels. 
1,294  tons. 
61,675  licigsheads. 


3,787,195  bushels. 
11,067,761      « 
2,143,927      « 
56,607      « 

Their  yearly  [iroduetion  is. 

Ale,  1,179,495  barrels,  or 42,471,830  gaUons. 

Whisky,  etc 41.364,224      " 

Rum 6.500,.500      " 

Total 90,336,544      " 

■  Compendiam  of  Serentb  Censos,  p.  162  (note).  IbiJ.  u.  1(>(;.     '  Ibid.  p.  18& 
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If  these  stimuliinU  were  used  in  the  United  States,  exclusive  of 
export  or  import,  the  average  allowance  for  each  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  community  would  be  nearly  four  gallons  fM.T 
year.  The  figures  show  how  much  we  produce,  but  will  not  aid 
the  inquiry  as  to  how  much  is  eoasuined. 

.    NATIVITIES. 

The  words  "  Natives"  and  "  Foreigners"  have  been  so  frequent- 
ly tised  in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  that  the  ofi&cial  census 
returns  us  to  tlv.'ir  relativr-  nuni1x>i-s  can  not  but  b"  interesting.' 

Ol'ilie  wliiti-  ]tt>pi(!{itii)n  urili"  T'liit'-d  ."^i;i:  s  ;)•  •• 

Boni  iu  the  state  in  whiuli  they  are  now  living .     .     67-02  [)er  cent. 
"        "      Unit*il  Suites,  but  not  in  the  state  in 

which  they  :ire  ntiw  liviug 21 '35         " 

Total  of  imtives 88*37         " 

Bom  in  foreign  countries 11*46        " 

Unknown  nativities '17         *' 

100  « 

Thus  of  every  hundred  white  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
eighty-eijflit  were  natives  of  the  soil. 

Ofthr  i\-rr  cojoifd  inhabitants  there  wen - 

NatiTes 98-59  ]H;r  cent. 

Foreigners -94       '' 

Unknown  nativitjes *47       " 

Too" 

The  slave  population  are  (for  all  practical  j>ui-j)08e8)  entirely 
native. 

'  Compendiam  of  Seventh  Censos,  p.  61.  '  Ibid.  p.  79. 
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CBAPTER  XXXVII. 

NEW    YORK. — REMEDIAL   MEASURES. 

Sffecu  of  Prohibition. — Ik-quinMl  Cliantu'  of  I'olifv. — Govcnimtntul  Oblicotioiu. 
— Prostitution  au):inctitod  bv  Swliision, — lQiix>s«ibility  of  bcDcrolvnt  Ai»i^tiince. 
— Necessity  of  sHtiitarv  Repulutions. — Yillow  Fi-ver. — Effctt  of  reinediiil  Mea»- 
uroB  in  Paris. — Sj'|jhilitif  lufeitioii  uot  u  Iwal  Question. — Present  Measures  to 
check  Syphilis. — Island  HiwriTAL,  Blackw^ll's  Island. — Mixlc  of  AdmiitsioiL 
— Vagrancy  Comniittiifnt  "on  Confessioti, "  und  it8  Action  on  Blackwcll'.s  Inl- 
and.— Poi'nniury  Ki'suli*. — Moral  ElTect*. — Perpetuation  of  Disease. — Inade- 
quacy of  Present  AiTannemente. — UiseliarBe*. — Write  of  Haheiu  Corjm*  and 
Ctrtiorari,  liow  obtiiini'il,  and  their  Effecis. — Public  Keiiponsibility. — Proposed 
medical  and  [Hjlice  Surveillatu:e. — Requirementiv. — /totpitui  Arrumjetitenta  to  be 
entirfljf  aeparatt^i  /rum  jtuiiitivv  luHtitutioris.  —  Medical  Vt&itution.  —  Power  to 
place  diseawd  Women  under  Treatment  and  detain  them  till  iiired. — Refutarion 
of  Objections. — Quark  Advertisers. — Constitution  of  Medical  Bureau. — Duties 
of  Examiners. — License  System. — Probable  Effects  of  Surveillance. — Ebipenses 
uf  the  proposed  Plan. — Ajritation  in  Enjiland. — The  London  Titnea  on  Prostitu- 
tion.— Objections  considered. — Report  from  Medical  Boahd  of  Bellevck  Hos- 
pital <m  Prostitution  and  S>-jiliilis. — Rt'jmrl  from  REstisBKT  Pht.sician,  Ras- 
oai.l'»  l8LA."<D,  on  Constitutional  Sy^jhilis. — Reliability  of  Statistics. — Resume 
of  itubstantlated  Facts. 

Havinit  traced  the  causes  and  delineated  the  extent  and  eflfccts 
of  the  evil  of  pnistitntiim  as  it  exists  in  New  York  at  the  present 
time,  an  evident  duty  is  to  inquire  what  measures  can  be  devised 
to  stay  the  march  of  this  desolating  plague  in  its  ravages  on  the 
health  and  morals  of  the  public.  This  is  a  problem  the  solution 
of  which  has  for  centuries  interested  philanthropists  and  states- 
men in  different  countries.  They  commenced  with  the  theory 
that  vice  could  lie  suppressed  hy  statutory  enactments,  and  the 
crushing-out  process  was  vigorously  tried  under  various  auspices, 
until  exjjcrienee  demonstrated  that  it  virtually  increased  and  ag- 
gravated the  evil  it  was  intended  to  suppress.  At  subsequent  pe- 
riods, however,  different  measures  have  been  adopted  with  differ- 
ent results. 

It  will  be  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  consider  the  effect  of 
stringent  prohibitory  measures.  The  records  given  in  the  previ- 
ous chapters  of  this  work  show  what  these  have  attempted,  and 
they  also  show  at  the  same  time  the  uselessness  of  endeavoring  to 
eradicate  prostitution  by  compulsory  legislation.  The  lash,  the 
dungeon,  the  rack,  and  the  stake  have  each  been  tried,  and  all 
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have  proved  equally  powerless  to  accomplish  the  object.  Admit- 
ting that,  in  religion,  morals,  or  polities,  it  is  iinpossible  to  force 
concurrence  in  .'tti y  particular  sentiment,  while  a  kindly  persuasive 
plan  may  lead  to  its  juloption  ;  admitting  that  all  attempts  to  com- 
pel prostitutes  to  be  virtuous  have  notoriously  failed ;  has  not  the 
time  arrived  for  a  change  of  policy?  If,  in  direct  ratio  to  the 
stringency  of  prohibitory  measures,  the  vice  sought  to  be  exterm- 
inated has  steadily  increased,  does  not  reason  suggest  the  expedi- 
ency of  resorting  to  other  niesusures  for  its  suppression? 

It  has  been  said  that  "  History  Is  philosophy  teaching  by  ex- 
ample," and,  if  such  insti-uction  is  well  considered,  none  can  fail 
to  sec  therein  an  unanswerable  argument  against  excessive  se- 
verity in  this  matter.  The  several  statutes  proscribuig  prostitu- 
tion have  been  detiiiled,  and  their  specific  results  given,  as  gather- 
ed from  the  exj>erience  of  various  countries.  At  the  time  these 
laws  v^ere  in  force,  it  is  hardly  probable  that  their  authors  regard- 
ed them  as  unsusceptible  of  improvement ;  and  the  ijucstiou  now 
arises  for  decision,  in  this  age  of  general  j)njgres.s,  is  it  not  our 
duty  to  try  the  eft'ect  of  sotne  otber  line  of  action  in  this  country? 

In  common  with  other. nations,  we  have  passed  laws  intended 
to  crush  out  prostitution  ;  have  made  vigorous  protests  (on  paper) 
against  its  existence ;  and  there  our  labors  have  ended.  The  ex- 
perience actjuired  in  this  course  of  legislation  only  demonstrates 
that  such  laws  can  not  be  enforced  so  as  to  produce  the  desired  _ 
eflfect.  But  why  are  they  still  retained  on  the  statute  books  ?  Is 
it  not  an  opprobrium  upon  our  national  character  to  allow  them 
to  exist,  ii'  they  arc  never  to  be  enforced?  If  they  are  powerlea3 
for  good,  efl'ective  only  to  increase  the  plague  they  were  designed 
to  check,  why  not  expunge  them  at  once,  and  substitute  others 
more  practicable  and  more  useful  in  tlu-ir  stead?  A  candi<l  ac- 
knowledgment of  error,  whether  by  an  individual  or  a  community, 
is  always  a  creditable  and  graceful  act.  It  .shows  that  experience 
has  dictated  a  wiser  course ;  that  reflection  and  experiment  have 
condemned  the  former  plan. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  system  of  laws  will  entirely 
eradicate  prostitution;  history,  social  arrangements,  and  physiol- 
ogy alike  forbid  any  such  Utopian  idea.  But  will  not  a  more  en- 
lightened policy  do  much  toward  diminishing  it?  Many  of  the 
present  generation  can  recollect  the  time  when  it  was  considered 
right  and  proper  to  imprison  an  insolvent  debtor;  but  this  idea 
is  now  wisely  repudiated  by  wx'ietv,  nnd  no  one  will  itssert  that 
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the  effect  of  the  change  has  been  to  place  any  additional  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  collecting  legal  claims.  Capital  punishment  has 
been  abolished  in  many  cases,  and  yet  it  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  crime  has  diminished  where  this  experiment  has  been  tried. 
This  is  more  particularly  the  case  iii  England,  where  forgery, 
which  was  punished  with  death,  is  comparatively  rare  since  the 
amelioration  of  the  law.  A  general  conviction  is  becoming  prev- 
alent that  the  most  ett'ectual  way  to  deal  with  criminals  is  to  at- 
tempt to  raise  them  above  what  they  were,  in  contnidistinction  to 
the  old  plan  of  sinking  them  lower.'  It  is  now  freely  acknowl- 
edged that  the  elevating,  instead  of  the  depressing  process,  is  eon- 
sonant  both  with  the  spirit  of  our  republican  institutions  and  with 
humanizing  policy.  Even  if  American  society  is  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  tfike  a  course  directly  the  reverse  of  its  present  prohib- 
itory practice,  prudence  dictates  the  adoption  of  some  medium 
rule  by  which  prostitution  can  be  kept  in  check  without  being 
encouraged  or  allowed,  as  in  the  Prussian  laws,  which  expressly 
declare  that  the  vice  is  "  tolerated  but  not  permitted." 

Government  should  be  patriarchal  in  its  character,  and  exercise 
an  eftective  but  parental  supervision  over  all  its  subjects.  This 
is  the  living  ])rinciple  which  gives  vitality  and  strength  to  any  or- 
ganization, and  no  satisfactory  government  can  exist  if  it  is  absent. 
Now,  in  regard  to  prostitutes,  fulmitting  that  they  have  erred,  still, 
the  people,  who  constitute  the  government  in  this  country,  are 

'  "Thai  for  a  !)inf;Ie  offense,  however  grave,  a  whole  life  nbould  be  blasted,  in  a 
doctrine  rf]in(inant  even  to  Nature's  own  dcalinpt  in  the  visible  world.  There  her 
voice  clearly  says,  'Let  all  these  wonderful  powers  of  vital  renewal  have  free  play; 
let  the  foul  ficsh  sloiiuh  itself  away ;  lop  off  the  i;aD|;reneil  limb ;  enter  into  life, 
maimed  if  It  ma.st  (k'/Iiih  never  until  the  laxt  moment  of  total  dissolution  docs  she 
say,  'Thou  shult  not  enter  into  life  at  all." 

"Therefon',  uijce  let  n  woman  feel  that  'while  there  is  life  there  is  hope,' de- 
pendent on  the  only  one  condition  that  she  shall  m'n  tio  more,  and  what  n  future  yon 
open  to  her !  what  a  Wtipht  yon  lift  oft'  from  her  [Mior  miserable  spirit,  which  might 
otherwise  be  crushed  down  to  the  lowest  deep,  to  that  which  L"  far  worse  than  any 
bodily  (KiUutif)!!,  ineradicable  corruption  of  s<ral." — .!  Woman's  Thoughlx  upon  Wom- 
m  fNcw  York  cd.),  p.  269. 

"  It  may  often  be  noticed  the  less  virtaons  people  are,  the  more  they  shrink  away 
from  the  slightest  whiff  of  the  odor  of  nnsanetity.  The  pood  are  ever  the  most 
charitable,  the  pure  are  the  most  brave.  I  believe  there  are  hundreds  and  thoa- 
sands  of  Enplishwomcn  who  would  willln(>ty  throw  the  shelter  of  their  stainles*  re- 
pute around  any  (sior  i-reature  who  came  to  them  and  said  honestly,  '  I  have  sin- 
ned, help  mc  that  I  may  sin  no  more.'  But  the  unfortunates  will  not  believe  this. 
They  are  like  the  poor  Indians,  who  think  it  necessary  to  pacify  the  evil  principle 
by  a  prcatcr  worship  than  (hat  which  they  offer  to  the  Good  Spirit,  because,  ihey 
say,  th<>  Bad  Spirit  is  the  slrfmper." — Ibid.  |i.  272. 
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concenied  in  the  matter,  and  lht;ir  mutual  obligations,  their  policy, 
and  their  pecuniaiy  interests  require  that  these  wandering  mem- 
bers of  the  body  corporate  should  have  a  reasonable  opportunity 
for  reformation.  Whieh  will  give  this  opj)ortunity  most  eft'ectu- 
ally — to  erusb  them  under  the  weight  of  their  own  niiadee<ls,  or  to 
adopt  a  liberal  course  likely  to  induce  them  to  abandon  their  de- 
praved habits?  One  tjf  the  secrets  which  bound  the  srildiere  of 
the  empire  to  the  stjindai-d  of  Napoleon  through  all  his  battles  and 
vicissitudes  was  the  knowledge  that  France  regarded  them  as  her 
ehiklr.'U,  and  woidd  not  fail  to  protect  an(l  support  them.  The 
words  "I  am  a  Koiiian  fitizcn'"  derived  their  Jiiagie  power  from 
the  fact  that  the  Roman  Empire  treated  ;ill  her  citizens  as  sons, 
and  watched  over  tbeir  interests  with  ]>iiri'ntal  care.  The  recent 
outburst  of  popular  enthusiasm  in  our  own  country  when  the 
commander'  of  an  Americjtn  national  vessel  rescued  a  citizen  from 
threatened  outrage  in  a  foreign  land,  wjis  an  enijihatic  recognition 
of  the  principle.  Can  we  now  eonsisU.Mitly  refuse  to  apply  the 
rule  to  all  who  need  our  kindly  care?' 

It  may  be  (!onsidered  a  bold  assertion,  that  our  present  mode  of 
dealing  with  prostitution  is  calculated  to  widely  extend  its  preva- 

'  Captain  InKrahom. 

'  "Siirt'ly  tlie  eon^t<'ioaflness  uf  lust  innopencc  must  hj-  tlu'  most  awful  [lanUh- 
ment  to  iiny  ivutiinn,  nnil  frnm  it  no  kimlncAii,  nn  synijintliy,  nii  euncenlmL-nt  of 
■hanie,  iir  cvrn  ri>>t<>ruti«n  tu  pood  repute,  can  entirely  fn'c  hiT.  Slip  must  bear 
hiT  hnrilcn,  lif;htrr  or  iieavicr  a>  it  may  seem  nt  Jiffi-reni  linies.  um<I  she  munt  bear 
it  til  the  day  (if  Iicr  death.  I  think  this  fiiet  akiiie  is  enimj:h  to  make  a  chaste 
woman's  first  feeling  toward  an  iiiiilmsle  tlirit  of  uiuiualilied,  unmiti);uted  pity. 

"  Allowing'  the  pity,  what  is  the  next  thinn  tu  l>e  ihme?  Surely  there  must  be 
some  li(.'hi  beyond  that  of  mere  compa.'i.sion  to  );uide  her  in  lier  after-conduct  to- 
ward lliera.  Where  shall  we  find  thin  lipht?  In  the  world  and  its  ordinary  code 
of  social  morality,  suited  to  social  conscience  ?  I  fear  not.  The  general  opinion, 
eren  amonp  rckkI  men,  seems  to  be  that  this  great  question  is  a  very  sad  thine,  !"•* 
a  sort  of  imeon<|uernble  necesnity ;  there  i«  no  nse  in  talking  ahont  il,  and,  indeed, 
the  less  it  is  talked  of  the  better.  Good  women  are  much  of  the  same  mind.  The 
laxer-prineipli'd  of  both  sexes  treat  the  matter  with  philosophieul  indiSerencv,  or 
with  the  kind  of  louph  that  makes  the  blood  boil  in  any  truly  vinuou»  heart. 

"  I  heticve  there  is  no  other  lipht  on  thli  difficult  question  than  that  piven  by  the 
New  Testament.  There,  clear  and  plain,  and  every  where  re|ieated,  shines  the  doc- 
trine that  for  ever>-  crime,  being  repented  of  anil  forsaken,  there  ia  forgivuDeaa  with 
Heaven,  and  if  with  Heaven  there  ought  to  be  with  men. 

"When  yoH  shut  the  d<Mir  of  hope  on  any  human  soul  you  may  at  once  gire  Dp 
all  chance  of  its  reformation.  As  well  hid  a  man  eat  without  food,  see  without 
light,  or  breathe  without  air,  as  bid  him  mend  hit  ways,  while  at  the  same  time  you 
tell  him  that,  however  he  amends,  he  will  be  in  just  the  same  position,  the  same 
bopelestily  degraded,  unpardoned,  miserable  sitiner." — A  l^omaa'a  ThoitgKt$  vpom 
Women  (New  York  ed.),  p.  266. 
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lence,  yet  the  historical  facts  already  given  are  sufficient  to  prove 
its  truth  without  further  argument.  The  existing  rule  of  treat- 
ment, instead  of  suppre.ssiiig  the  vice,  merely  drives  it  inUi  seclu- 
sion— a  result  far  diflereut  from  the  design,  and  infinitely  increas- 
ing its  power.  To  those  secret  hauuts  of  prostitution  resort  the 
lowest  and  moet  depraved  of  the  male  sex,  with  the  full  knowl- 
edge that  a  fundiiiuental  law  of  our  commonwealth  considers 
every  house  a  castle,  itito  which  no  offict'r  can  enter  unless  armed 
with  a  special  legal  authority,  or  called  in  to  suppress  an  outrage. 
The  result  of  such  seclusion  is  to  coniirm  the  vicious  habits  of  the 
prostitutes,  and  frequently  to  lead  iheni  to  the  commission  of  other 
and  more  heinous  ottenses. 

Again:  Secrecy  further  augments  prostitution  by  preventing 
the  approach  of  those  benevolent  individuals  who  would  feel  a 
pleasure  in  advising  and  directing  the  daughters  of  misery  for 
their  real  good.  Philanthropi.-<t«  have  organized  Prison  Associa- 
tions and  Magdalen  Asylums  to  bear  upon  prostitution,  but  they 
can  only  reach  it  in  its  lowest  grades,  w^hen  the  females  become 
inmates  of  public  institutions  from  destitution  and  disease.  Re- 
formers can  not  come  near  the  fountain-head,  and  they  are  con- 
sequently now  as  far  from  the  consummation  of  their  praiseworthy 
intentions  as  when  they  commenced  their  labors;  because  prohib- 
itory measures  force  prostitutes  to  take  shelter  in  aeclu-sion,  and  it 
is  only  when  worneu  are  consigned  to  our  hospitils,  workhouses, 
and  penit<"ntiaries  that  they  become  accessible.  By  this  time  they 
are  so  far  sunk  in  depravity  as  t<3  aft'ord  very  slender  hope  of  ref- 
ormation. This  is  more  especially  true  of  Magdalen  Asylums. 
There  is  indeed  a  "field  white  unto  the  harvest"  for  benevolent 
exertions  in  t!ie  most  secluded  haunts  of  prastitntion,  if  they  could 
only  be  made  accessible.  Sympathy  is  worthily  bestowed  upon  the 
sick  or  dying  women  tran.sferred  from  public  institutions  to  char- 
itable organisations.  To  alle\nate  the  sorrows  of  their  final  suffer- 
ings, to  soothe  the  agony  of  the  hour  of  death,  to  divest  of  its  ter- 
rors the  pa.ssago  from  this  world  to  the  dread  future,  is  a  work  in 
which  the  heart  of  any  Christian  must  rejoice.  But  it  is  only  a 
part  of  the  duties  contemplated  by  such  asylujns.  While  their 
projectors  gladly  admini.ster  the  consolations  of  our  holy  religion 
to  an  expiring  Magdalen,  they  al.so  seek  an  opportunity  to  direct 
erring  women  to  the  paths  of  virtue  during  the  life  that  still  re- 
mains to  them ;  to  guide  them  to  a  path  in  which  they  can  retrace 
the  false  .steps  nlreadv  taken,  and  become  n.«eful  members  of  soci- 
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ety.     This  opportunity  for  exertion  is  denied  under  the  syst 
which  drives  vice  into  seclusion. 

Turning  now  from  considering  the  operation  of  repreaaive  laws, 
we  notice  the  importance  of  suuitary  and  quarantine  regulations. 
One  of  the  first  cares  of  a  gixnl  go\'t'riinient  is  to  preserve  and 
promote  the  public  health.  An  illustration  of  this  position  oc- 
curred in  the  summer  of  1856,  when  fears  weii-  entertained  that 
the  city  would  Ije  visited  by  a  fnghti'ul  epidemic  fever.  Tiie 
public  voice  declared  through  the  newspapers  that  the  most  rig- 
orous and  careful  sanitary  niejisurcs  were  needed,  ;tnd  the  clean- 
ing of  streets,  the  removal  of  nuisances,  the  purification  of  tenant- 
houses,  and  many  other  measures  of  the  same  kind,  were  loudly 
called  for,  and  adopted  as  far  as  possible,  while  the  quarantine 
regulations  of  the  harbor  were  strictly  enforced.  In  view  of  tbis 
danger,  so  dreadful  and  apparently  so  imminent,  the  united  voice 
of  public  opinion  sanctioned  the  very  course  advocatt^d  here; 
lumiely,  the  adoption  of  remedial,  or,  more  properly  six'aking, 
preventive  measures.  Venereal  poison  is  as  destructive,  although 
not  so  suddenly  fatal,  as  yellow  fever,  and  every  motive  of  phi- 
lanthropy and  economy  urges  the  necessity  of  effective  means  tor 
its  counteraction. 

Since  remedial  or  preventive  measures  have  been  adopted  in 
Paris  the  number  ofaises  of  disease  and  the  virulence  of  its  form 
have  materially  abated.  This  fact  is  asserted  not  merely  on  our 
own  personal  knowledge,  but  also  from  the  corrol)orative  testi- 
mony of  physicians  who  have  had  recent  opportunities  of  investi- 
gating the  subject  in  that  capital.  The  diminution  can  be  easily 
explained  by  a  comparison  of  the  laws  and  regulations  applicable 
to  prostitution.  "We  in  New  York,  by  our  stringent  prohibition, 
drive  the  vice  into  seclusion,  and  deprive  ourselves  of  the  means 
of  watching  either  its  progress  or  results ;  while  our  French  con- 
temporaries insist  that  it  shall  Ije  at  all  times  open  to  the  /rurvnl' 
lance  of  properly  appointed  persons. 

The  extent  of  syphilitic  infection  in  New  York  has  been  por- 
trayed in  the  preceding  chapter,  but  the  danger  of  contamination 
must  not  be  viewed  as  a  merely  local  question.  From  its  com- 
mercial importance,  its  mercantile  marine,  its  centralization  of  rail- 
roads and  canals,  and  its  facilities  for  river  navigation,  this  city  is 
now  the  great  point  of  arrival  and  departure  of  travelers  and  emi- 
grants from  and  to  all  parts  of  the  Union.  Foreigners  reach  here 
in  large  numbers  every  day,  intending  to  travel  to  other  states.    K 
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they  remain  in  the  city  a  few  days  only,  they  are  exposed  to  its 
temptations,  and  may  contract  disease  which,  b^'  their  agency,  will 
be  perpetuated  iu  the  district  they  have  selected  as  their  future 
home.  Returned  adventurers  from  the  Pttcitic  shores  come  here 
to  find  the  readiest  transit  to  their  several  destinations.  They  are 
exposed  to  the  same  temptations,  with  a  probability  of  the  same 
result  Merchants  and  store-keepers  visit  this  commercial  empo- 
rium to  obtain  supplies  of  goods,  and  they  are  exposed  to  the 
same  fascinations  and  the  same  contingencies.  The  siulors  in  port 
are  similarly  liable.  In  short,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  imagine 
the  extent  over  which  the  syphilitic  poison  originating  in  the 
proud  and  wealthy  city  of  New  York  may  l)e  spread,  nor  would 
it  be  an  error  to  describe  the  Empire  City  as  a  hot-bed  where, 
from  the  nature  of  its  laws  on  prostitution,  syphilis  may  be  cul- 
tivated and  dissemiuated. 

Possessed,  then,  of  indubitable  proofs  of  the  existence  of  s\-phi- 
lis,  and  the  knowledge  that  its  range  is  more  widely  extended  ev- 
ery day,  gathering  additional  malignity  in  its  progress,  the  next 
point  is  to  inquire  what  mea-surcs  have  been  adopted  to  check  ita 
ravages.  These  have  hitherto  been  found  totjilly  inadequate,  be- 
cause, based  upon  an  erroneous  theory,  namely,  the  idea  of  sup- 
pression. The  principal  public  or  free  hospital  where  the  vene- 
real disejise  is  con/esseilly  treated  is  the  Petiiteutiary  Hospital  on 
Blackwell's  Island,  now  known  as  the  Lslaiid  Hospiud.  To  ob- 
tain the  benefit  of  mwiical  treatment  thennn,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  patient  should  have  been  sentenced  from  the  Court  of  Sessions 
to  the  Penitentiary  for  the  commission  of  some  crime ;  or  commit- 
ted to  the  Work-house  by  a  police  justice  for  vagrancy,  dnmken- 
ness,  or  disorderly  conduct.  From  this  fact  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  is,  strictly  .speaking,  no  "  free"  hospital  for  such  diseases,  as 
the  only  one  intended  for  their  treatment  will  or  can  receive  none 
but  those  sentenced  for  an  infraction  of  the  laws. 

Still  the  necessity  for  jirofessiouid  assistance  compels  many,  both 
males  and  females,  to  submit  to  the  degradation  of  a  police  com- 
mitment. Unfortunate  women,  or  laboring  men,  find  that  they 
are  suffering  from  uifection.  Possibly  they  have  no  money,  or 
probably  they  have  exhausted  their  funds  in  payments  to  char- 
latans, and  so  resort  for  aid  and  advice  to  s<jme  one  of  the  public 
dispensjiries.  Unless  the  case  is  a  slight  one,  the  medical  officers 
there  advise  them  to  resort  to  hospital  treatment,  to  procure  which 
the  poor  sufferers  are  furnished  with  a  certificate  of  their  state, 
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and  directed  to  apply  to  a  police  justice.  They  follow  this  ad- 
vice, and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  niagistr-dte'.s  only  ivmark  is, 
"Do  jou  want  me  to  send  you  to  the  Hospital?"  The  answer, 
of  course,  is  in  the  affinnative,  and  he  forthwith  signs  a  printed 
connnitnient  to  the  Penitentiary  or  Work-house  for  a  time  named 
lliereiu,  and  ranging  from  one  to  six  months  at  the  discretion  of 
the  magistrate.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  one  of  these  docu- 
ments: 

"  Cltfl  unit  CiiHi'UI  nf  \fir    >or<-,  .«.'. 

"  By ,  EsQL'iRB,  one  of  the  Police  Justices  in  and  for  the 

City  and  Ctiuiity  of  Now  Aoik. 

"  To  tbc  Constables  uiiil  Polieenien  of  the  said  City,  and  every  of  them, 

and  to  the  Warden  of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  City  and  Conn^  of 

New  York: 

"THESK  ARF:   in  the  NAME  OF  THE   PEOPLE  OF  THE   STATE 

OF  NEW  YORK,  to  conimund  you,  the  said  Constables  and  Pnlicemen,  to 

convey  to  the  said  P^nitentuky  the  body  of .  who  stands 

cbargMl  before  me  with  being  a  V.VUHANT.  viz.,  being  without  the  means 

of  supporting self,  and  baring  contracted  au  INFKt'TinrN  DISEASE 

IN  THE  I'liACTICE  OK  DEIIAICIIEUV.  viz.,  the  venereal  disease,  re- 
quiring charitable  aid  to  restore  to  liealth,  whereof  —he  i«  oonvictp 

tJ  of  i-econl  on  r<infession,  the  record  of  wbieli  eoiivietion  has  been  made 
and  filed  in  the  offii-e  of  the  Clerl;  of  the  Court  of  Su-s-sions  of  the  City  and 

County  iif(ire«iid,  and  it  npficiiriiig  to  iiiu  that  the  siiid  is 

an  inipro(«r  jtersttti  to  be  sent  to  the  Alms-bousc,  you,  the  i-aid  Warden, 
are  hereby  conitnanded  to  receive  into  your  cuxtody,  in  the  said  PENrrEN- 

HaEY,  the  Ixuly  of  tbo  said ,  and  safely  ]iyv\<  for  the 

space  of inoath     ,  or  until  -  he  nball  be  thence  di-livi/reil  by  due 

coiu><e  of  liiw. 

"Given  under  my  hiind  and  .seal,  this day  of ,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundatl  iind  fifty . 

" .  Police  Justice." 

This  is  technically  called  a  coinniitincnt  "'nu  coiifessiiiu,"  and 
its  etl'ects  are  precisely  the  same  na  they  would  be  if  the  individu- 
al had  been  convicted  of  any  tangible  act  of  vagrancy.  He  is  in 
law  and  in  fact  a  ]>risoner  for  the  .'^jxice  of  time  named  in  the  com- 
mitment; he  must  wear  the  prij^nn  garb,  juid  submit  to  the  prison 
discipline,  until  the  expiration  of  his  sentence.  It  is  well  known 
to  the  ju.stices  that  a  penal  commitment  like  the  above  will  im- 
me<liately  secure  the  suflerer  the  medical  attention  his  case  re- 
quires, but  they  have  no  power  to  send  any  one  direct  to  the 
Hospital. 
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And  here  an  inquiry  will  naturally  suggest  itself,  What  does, 
or  what  should  a  magistrate  know  about  committing  u  sick  per- 
son, and  how  cau  he  decide  the  time  such  invalid  shall  remain 
under  treatment?  A  self-evident  conclusion  will  be  that  the 
whole  process  is  an  absurd  oue  at  the  best,  and  its  requirements  a 
hardship  on  magistrates  already  overburdened  with  legitimate 
duties. 

The  reader's  attention  Ls  requested  to  the  pecuniary  etfects  of 
this  plan.  To  illustrate :  Supjwse  the  case  of  A  man  conmutted 
for  six  mouths.  He  is  suttering  from  .some  form  of  venereal  dis- 
ease, and  in  this  state  is  received  at  tht^  Pcuitcutiary  or  Work- 
house, where  his  clothes  are  taken  from  him,  the  institution  cos- 
tume supplied,  and  the  particulars  of  his  name,  age,  nativity,  oc- 
cuj)ation,  etc.,  are  registered  with  an  abstract  of  the  commitment 
by  virtue  of  which  he  is  detained.  He  is  then  subjected  to  medi- 
cal examinatit)n  and  transferred  to  the  Ilospital.  In  this  institu- 
tion he  remams  until  cured,  if  that  end  is  attained  before  the  ex- 
piration of  his  sentence,  and  is  then  re-transferred  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary or  Work-house.  The  average  time  required  for  the  success- 
ful treatment  of  the  disease  named,  in  the  Blackwell's  Island  Hos- 
pital, will  not  probably  exceed  two  month.s,  and  often  a  much 
shorter  period  is  sufficient.  But  the  man  has  been  committed 
for  six  month-s,  and  for  the  unexpired/'*/)'  months  of  his  incar- 
ceration he  has  to  be  fed,  clothed,  and  lt>dged  at  the  expense 
of  the  Alins-houstf  Department.  The  labor  he  can  perform  will 
never  amount  in  vsilue  to  the  actual  cost  of  his  support,  si >  that 
he  is  maintiiined  four  months  in  accordance  loiOi  law  at  a  j)ositive 
cost  to  the  tax-payers  of  the  city,  Ijecause  they  have  already  su])- 
ported  him  for  two  months  in  the  Hospital.  In  the  aggregate  of 
cases  during  a  year  these  costs  amount  to  a  very  large  sum. 
Need  any  farther  argument  be  adduced  to  show  the  palpable  ab- 
surdity of  the  system? 

A  few  words  upon  the  moral  effect  of  this  local  system  upon 
prostitution  in  New  York,  premi.-^ing  that  being  a  prostitute  is  ac- 
knowledged by  all  as  a  degradation ;  while  a  vagrancy  commit- 
ment to  the  Work-house  or  Penitentiary  is  a  positive  disgrace. 
The  system  Ls  a  portion  of  the  crushing-out  plan  already  men- 
tioned, and  it  says,  in  effect,  "  We  (the  people  of  New  York  City) 
will  give  you  an  opportunity  to  be  cured  of  your  loathsome  and 
destructive  malady,  but  only  upon  the  condition  that  you  become 
the  inmate  of  a  penal  institution.     We  know  that  you  can  not  be 
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cured  unless  you  afeej>t  our  tenns,  and  we  will  uiakt-  those  terms 
as  hard  and  repulsive  to  human  nature  as  ingenuity  can  devise." 
It  has  been  a  medical  axiom  that  no  two  poisons  can  exist  in  the 
system  at  one  and  the  same  time ;  but  the  citizens  of  New  York 
have  been  experimenting  for  some  years  to  ascertain  whether  two 
moral  poisons  can  not  be  coexistent  in  the  same  person,  by  add- 
ing farther  and  unnecessary  disgrace  to  the  vice  of  prostitution — 
thus  widening  the  gulf  between  the  sinner  and  her  possible  return 
tu  virtue. 

The  impoUcy  of  making  syphilis  a  reason  for  imprisonment, 
except  so  far  as  curative  measures  actually  nKjuire  it,  must  be 
apparent  to  all,  were  it  merely  from  the  fact  that  it  deters  many 
who  are  suffering  from  embracing  the  oj)portunity  of  cure  until 
they  are  absolutely  compelled  to  do  so.  How  excessively  wrong 
is  this  principle  in  a  hygienic  point  of  view  must  be  evident;  a 
directly  contrary  course,  making  the  hospital  attractive  instead  of 
repulsive,  would  be  the  true  iwliey,  and  would  be  the  most  eco- 
nomicid  in  its  results.  Nor  is  it  justice  to  the  medicsd  departments 
of  our  public  institutions  to  clog  their  labors  with  a  proviso  which 
prevents  their  aid  being  sought  until  the  last  extremity,  when  it 
can  only  exeit  a  pidliutive  sind  not  a  curative  agency.  If  syphilis 
could  be  reached  in  its  primary  stages,  their  task  would  be  much 
less  difficult  and  their  services  much  more  effectual ;  whereas  lit- 
tle or  nothing  can  be  accomj)lished  when  official  regidations  keep 
away  the  patients  until  the  diseiise  becomes  constitutional,  and  the 
mischief  is  done.  As  in  morals,  so  is  it  in  n)edieine.  Any  evil, 
to  1h'  treated  with  succes.*,  must  be  encountered  in  its  lirst  stage, 
and  if  our  regulations  preclude  this  opj)ortunity,  but  slight  ho{jes 
c^in  be  entertained  of  any  good  results.  Under  a  more  liberal  sys- 
tem, the  physician  and  the  jdiilanthropist  could  combine  their  .ei- 
forts.  The  former  would  not  have  to  encounter  disease  inveter- 
ately  fixed  on  a  broken-down  constitution ;  the  latter  would  not 
find  his  benevolent  designs  frustrated  by  a  lengthened  career  of 
depravity  now  become  habitual. 

The  effect  of  the  provision  which  offers  medical  aid  to  prisoners 
only  is,  that  every  woman  of  the  town  will  try  all  possible  means 
t«  t  dispense  with  the  treatment.  It  is  only  when  she  has  actually 
fallen  to  the  lowest  deep  of  her  class,  when  one  step  more  will 
plunge  her  into  a  bottomless  abyss  of  helpless  and  hopeless  woe, 
that  she  will  voluntarily  accept  the  proffered  aid.  She  will  en- 
dure torture  from  her  maladies,  or  rely  upon  the  assistance  of  em- 
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pirica,  and  submit  to  al!  their  extortions,  rather  than  become  a  pris- 
oner. But  when  every  resource  Ls  exhausted,  and  her  physical  tor- 
ments plainly  tell  her  that  she  must  obtain  medical  rehefordie,  then 
she  submits.  Once  in  the  hospital,  she  is  reheved,  after  a  period 
of  protracted  sickness,  and  leaves  it  to  return  to  her  old  haunts, 
because  she  can  go  nowhere  else,  the  law  having  atlixed  the  ad- 
ditional disgrace  of  iraprisounient  ujnan  her  lonner  bad  character. 
Sociality  is  a  cLaracteristie  of  human  nature,  and  if  these  women 

Ecan  not  gain  admission  to  any  company  but  that  of  the  vicious  and 
ftbandoned,  they  pi-efer  that  to  solituile.  Returned  <Kice  more  to 
ler  former  associates,  the  time  sewn  comes  when  farther  medical 
assistance  is  needed,  and  thus  she  alternates  for  a  few  months  or 
^ears  between  prison,  hospital,  and  brothel,  till  death  puts  an  end 

^to  her  sufferings,  and  a  nameless  grave  in  Pottere'  Field  receives 
the  remains  of  one  whom  eharitiible  measures,  properly  applied, 
might  possibly  have  made  a  useful  member  of  society. 

The  senst-  of  shame  which  ibllows  a  single  deviation  from  the 
paths  of  virtue  drives  many  women  to  prostitution.  Why  add  to 
the  existing  sense  of  shame  iuiother  infamy  when  she  unfortu- 
nately contracts  disease?  Can  we  consistently  blame  her  if  she 
becomes  eidlous,  when  every  legal  provision  directly  tends  to  in- 
durate her  sensibilities?  The  misconduct  of  parents  toward  chil- 
dren has  Ix'en  shown  as  one  of  the  causes  of  prostitutinn.  The 
father  or  mother  drives  from  the  paternal  roof  the  child  who  has 
committed  but  a  single  error.  Then,  under  the  pressure  of  hun- 
ger, she  inevitably  sins  more  deeply,  becomes  diseased,  applies  to 
the  public  for  relief,  and  is  sentenced  to  imprisonment !  The  first 
mistake,  that  of  the  parents,  makes  her  vicious :  the  second  mis- 
take, incarceration,  confirms  her  in  vice.  We  denounce  such  ill- 
treatment  in  the  parent^*,  while  practically  we  ourselves,  as  the 
natural  guardians  of  all  who  need  assistance,  are  doing  precisely 
the  same  thing.  Wliere,  then,  is  our  consistency?  If  it  is  right 
for  us,  a  body  corporate,  to  practice  such  cruel  op[)n-ssion,  is  it  not 
equally  justifiable  for  each  member  of  the  body  to  act  in  the  same 
manner  in  his  individual  capacity  ?  Of  course,  what  is  right  for 
the  multitude  must  be  right  for  the  individual,  and  onr  own  con- 
duct convicts  us  of  inconsistency.  We  have  no  warrant  to  con- 
demn parents  for  single  acts  which  we  perfonn  collectively ;  or, 
if  we  are  right  in  censuring  them,  wi'  are  wrong  in  |>erfnnning  the 
same  acts  ourselves:  if  they  are  reprehensible,  we  also  are  cul- 
pable. 
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This  sysU-'m,  with  all  its  absurdity,  its  prejudicial  effect  on  pub- 
lic health,  aiid  its  ohvioiis  tendeuoy  to  iimnorality,  is  not  adequate 
to  stay  the  ilcstroying  siwurgc;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  hkdy  to  ex- 
tend its  ravages,  Ha  prostiintf,  arrested  and  eointuilted  lo  Bhu-Jc- 
well's  Island  for  druiikennest:  or  any  disorderly  conduct,  \n  1bu«<l 
to  be  diseased,  or  if'shi-  coniinits  hi'i^'Il' knowing  that  she  is  in- 
fected, she  is  innnediately  placed  under  medical  charge.  She  will 
probably  remain  contentedly  in  the  hospital  until  the  worst  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  are  subdued :  by  this  time  the  di.scipline  of  the 
institution  has  become  irksome  to  her.  She  commimicates  with 
the  brothel-keeper  with  whom  she  formerly  Ixianled,  or  with  somt; 
"  lover"  or  acquaintance,  who  sues  out  a  writ  of  ceiiiorari  or  hohois 
corpiis,  which  instantly  effects  her  discharge.  She  now  returns  to 
her  former  haunts,  lialf-eun>d,  again  tt)  aid  in  disseminating  ilis- 
eas^,  farther  to  undermine  her  own  constitution,  and  to  infect  meu 
who  will  in  turn  become  a  charge  upon  the  tax-payers,  or  by  their 
agency  cause  others  to  become  thus  liable.  The  in.^tance  of  whole- 
sale release  mentioned  iu  the  previous  chapter  will  recur  to  the 
mind  of  the  reader. 

The  experience  of  almost  every  day  confirms  these  statements. 
It  is  Well  known  that  there  are  those  who  bang  art>und  the  various 
police  courts  expressly  to  attend  to  such  business,  and  who  make 
a  large  income  from  this  source,  exclusive  of  other  matters  per- 
taining to  prostitution  in  which  they  occasionally  exert  their  abil- 
ities. The  vagrancy  commitments  by  which  women  are  "sent 
up"  arc  generally  insufficient,  and  there  is  no  Kgal  power  to  de- 
tain them,  and  force  them  to  submit  to  the  treatment  ihey  so  much 
require.  It  has  been  asserted  by  legal  men  of  high  standing  that 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  commitments  is.sued  by  police  justices  are 
defective,  and  that  there  exists  in  law  no  inqjcdiment  to  the  im- 
mediate discharge  of  eveiy  prostitute  now  on  Blackwrll's  Island, 
The  public  can  readily  perceive  the  necess;ir\'  inefficiency  of  these 
institutions  so  far  as  the  prevention  of  venereal  disease  is  con- 
cenied. 

Tlie  facility  with  which  prostitutes  committed  to  Blackwell's 
Island  can  t)l>tain  their  di.scliargc  may  be  attributed  lo  want  of 
care  in  mfdiing  out  the  commitments.  A  recent  statute  (1864) 
prescribes  the  form  in  which  these  should  be  made,  requiring  the 
recital  of  admitted  or  substantiated  facts,  and  the  filing  of  a  copy 
of  the  original  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Sessions. 
These  requirements  are  not  observed,  and  the  reason  assigned  by 
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Btratea  is,  that  their  own  time.',  and  the  time  of  their  clerks,  is 
illy  iiccupied  by  the  press  ol"  business  befbie  them  that  laey 
can  not  proceed  as  uiinutely  as  the  act  directs.  This  confinns  the 
view  already  expressed  of  the  itupolicy  and  impropriety  of  placing 
such  onerous  and  extra-judicial  duties  upon  the  justices.  But  as 
they  would  be  hable  to  be  sued  for  false  imprisonment  if  they 
committed  imder  this  act  without  ubserviug  all  its  requirements, 
they  issue  their  commitments  in  the  old  ibrm  required  by  the 
Revised  Statuti'S,  and  are  sheltered  thereby  from  ulterior  conse- 
quences. These  commitments  direct  the  jjcrsons  to  he  confined 
in  the  Penitentiary,  but  the  lociil  arrangemt-uts  of  Blackwell's 
Island  require  them  to  be  sent  to  the  Work-house,  and  unless 
this  transfer  is  actually  made  in  each  case  by  the  Governors  of  the 
Alms-house — for  they  can  not  deputize  their  jxjwer — it  is  a  waiver 
of  the  right  of  cust*Hly,  and  ennsequently  entitles  the  prisoner  so 
transferred  to  a  discliaigi'.  It  hiis  been  cluinu'd  that  the  Work- 
house is  a  part  of  the  Penitentiary,  but  this  jmint  has  been  over- 
ruled, because  the  statute  estjiblishing  the  Wurk-house  plainly 
shows  a  contraiy  intent. 

A  pri-soner  is  entitled  to  a  discharge  on  another  ground,  name- 
ly, because  the  commitment  hiis  not  been  filed  as  directed ;  or,  on 
another  ground,  that  the  commitment  dix-s  not  recite  the  evidence 
by  which  the  fact  of  vagrancy  was  proved.  A  lin:d  gromid  of 
discharge,  which  is  never  pivssed  till  all  the  minor  technicalities 
have  failed,  is  that  the  whole  procecduig  is  illegal  because  the 
statute  of  1854  iias  not  been  compUed  with. 

On  these  grouud-s  a  writ  of  irrtiorarioT  habeas  corpus  is  sued  out, 
the  preliminary  st^^'ps  being  a  petition  from  the  prisoner  or  his 
friend,  setting  forth  that  he  is  illegally  detained,  an  affidavit  of 
verifiaition,  and  a  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Sessions 
that  the  commitment  has  not  been  filed  in  his  office.  Upon  the 
presentation  (jf  these  documents,  the  judge  to  whom  application 
is  made  issues  the  required  writ,  and  specifies  the  time  at  which 
it  shall  be  returnable.  The  action  of  the  two  writs  is  similar,  ex- 
cepting that  a  writ  of  halteas  corpus  requires  the  production  of  the 
prisoner  before  the  judge  in  addition  to  a  return  of  the  cause  of 
detention,  while  a  writ  of  certiorari  only  requires  a  return  of  the 
cause  of  detention.  The  return  is  made  by  the  person  having 
custody  of  the  prisoner,  and  eonsi-sts  of  a  copy  of  the  eominitment 
under  which  he  is  held;  and,  from  the  already -stated  informality 
of  these  documents,  it  will  be  apparent  there  can  be  no  legal  ground 
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for  his  detention.  The  judge  is  strictly  prohibited  from  entertMn- 
ing  any  question  beyond  the  legality  of  the  papers;  with  the 
moral  aspect  of  the  question  he  can  not  interfere,  and  as  the  com- 
mitments are  generally  informal  he  has  no  alternative  but  to  dis- 
charge the  prisoner. 

Application  for  these  writs  must  be  made  in  the  name  of  an  at- 
torney, but  such  name  is  ot\en  used  by  an  agent  who  transacts  the 
business,  and  divides  the  fee  with  his  principal. 

From  this  sketch  it  will  be  evident  that,  if  the  prescribed  form 
were  observed  in  these  commitments,  frequent  discharges  would 
be  avoided,  or  there  would  be  so  many  ditficulties  to  surmount 
that  they  would  be  very  rarely  attempted 

Does  no  responsibility  rest  upon  the  public,  and  on  our  law- 
makers, for  negligence  in  this  matter?  Without  conceding  that 
a  vagrancy  commitment  is  likely  to  reform  a  ))rostitute  (in  fact, 
the  weight  of  evidence  is  against  the  possibility  of  its  doing  so), 
the  case  stands  thus:  the  Legislature  has  providid  a  mode  of  re- 
lief which  was  deemed  eflfectual  at  the  time,  but  this  mode  is 
evaded,  or  can  not  be  observed,  by  those  upon  whom  its  adminis- 
tration devolves.  The  public  have  long  known  the  existence  of 
these  difficulties,  but  have  never  interfered  to  give  us  a  better  act. 
By  their  refusal  to  interfere  they  stand  in  the  position  of  aiders 
and  alwttors  in  this  neglect,  or,  worse  than  neglect,  the  actual 
propagation  of  a  dreadl'ul  disease.  Had  public  opinion  b(?en  con- 
centrated upon  this  matter,  an  inquiry  would  long  ago  have  shown 
the'  fallacy  of  our  present  system,  and  suggested  the  required 
amendments.  This  has  not  been  done ;  but  public  remissness  in 
no  way  dimifiishes  public  responsibility. 

This  d<>ctrine  of  public  accountability  may  be  profitably  exam- 
ined for  a  few  moments  in  connection  with  the  general  aspect  of 
prostitution.  Few  will  deny  that  the  mass  of  the  people  are  an- 
swerable for  many  of  its  evils.  They  are  cognizant  of  the  exist- 
ence of  vice  in  the  aggregate,  if  not  in  detail ;  they  can  understand 
iti  effects,  and  are  not  ignorant  of  the  principal  causes  which  lead 
to  it;  yet  they  make  no  effort  to  remove  existing  cau.ses  or  to 
prevent  future  evils.  They  practically  treat  women  as  an  inferior 
race  of  beings,  and  can  not  even  give  a  poor  seamstress  employ- 
ment without  saying,  in  fact  if  not  in  wonl.s,  "You  can  not  be 
trusted  to  make  this  unless  a  man  examines  every  button  hole, 
and  inspects  every  row  of  stitching,  to  see  that  you  are  not  de- 
frauding us."     The  only  way  to  secure  confidence  is  to  bestow 
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confidence;  but  if  a  person  is  treated'in  a  manner  likely  to  de- 
Btroy  self-respect,  tlie  inevitable  rei*iilt  will  be  a  recklessness  as  to 
bis  or  her  owti  cbaracter.  Despised  witliout  a  cjiuse;  treated  in 
mere  business  matters  as  imbeciles,  or  children,  or  thieves,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  women  become  careless  as  to  their  future  life, 
and,  smarting  under  the  injustice  of  their  position,  too  frequent- 
ly degenerate  into  the  wretched  beings  who  infest  our  streets 
and  pollute  the  atmosphere  with  their  deuclly  infLCtion. 

The  public,  then,  are  respou-sible  for  this  prostitution,  because 
they  have  never  bestowed  any  attention  upon  it.  It  is  one  of  the 
gravest  and  most  difficult  of  .simmiiI  problr'ms,  involving  the  in- 
terests of  every  man  in  the  eunirnunity,  and  yet  the  most  stupid 
indifFerence  has  been  shown  respecting  it.  The  subject  has  been 
canvassed  by  medical  men  on  account  (jf  its  sad  effects  upm  the 
physical  orgjuiizalion  ;  its  extent  has  Ihm-ii  known  to  judicial  and 
police  authorities  from  its  social  and  civil  results;  but  the  great 
body  of  the  public  have  hitherto  decided  that  they  know  nothing, 
and  want  U.y  know  nothing  abuut  it.  The)'  athuit  its  existence, 
being  too  evident  to  he  denied;  but  so  far  they  have  taken  no 
steps  to  ascertain  its  source  or  stay  its  progress,  because  it  was  a 
matter  with  wliich  they  were  afraid  to  interfere,  and  now  the  de- 
plorable consequences  accruing  from  it  must  be  laid  to  their  charge. 

It  can  not  be  denied  that  there  are  many  difficulties  attending 
any  investigation  of  this  vice;  that  many  well-meaning  but  timid 
people  entertain  the  opinion  that  it  is  one  of  those  gangrenous 
ulcers  njxjii  siK-iety  which  can  not  Ik*  alluded  to  except  in  whis- 
pep;  that  more  harm  would  result  from  instituting  inquiries  than 
if  it  were  allowed  to  exist  and  fester  on  unnoticed.'     This  apathy, 

'  "AVu  have  no  ri^ht,  mert'ifully  constitute  J  witli  less  temptation  to  eril  than 
men,  to  shrink  with  sanetimonions  altra-Ui'licacv  from  the  barest  mention  of  thinpi 
we  must  know  to  exist.  If  wc  do  not  know  it,  our  ipnoranee  is  at  once  both  helj>- 
less  and  dangerous ;  narrows  our  judgment,  exposes  us  to  a  thousand  painful  mis- 
taken, and  ureatly  limits  our  powers  of  usefulness." — A  Wonum'*  Thought*  upon 
Womrii  ( New  York  edition ),  p.  255. 

"No  single  woman  who  takes  any  thoivght  of  what  in  going  on  aroiind  her,  no 
mistmiii  or  mother  who  requires  oonstantTy  srrvnnts  for  her  house  and  nursemaids 
for  her  ehildrcn,  can  or  dare  htind  herself  to  the  faet.  Better  fare  truth  at  once  in 
all  its  harenes«  than  be  swaddled  np  forever  in  the  fold*  of  a  silken  fabttbood." — 
lb.,  ji.  2r.ft. 

"Many  of  us  will  not  investigate  this  subject  because  they  are  afraid  :  afraid  not 
■o  much  of  lieinp,  «.«  being  thonght  to  he,  especially  by  the  other  sex,  incorrect,  in- 
delicate, unfeminine;  of  being  supposed  to  know  more  than  they  ought  to  know,  or 
than  the  present  refinement  of  society — a  good  and  beautiful  thing  when  real — con- 
dndea  that  ihev  do  know. 
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which  hius  heretofore  been  the  {joUcy,  has  made  prostitution  the 
monster  evil  which  it  now  is,  and  upon  those  who  have  atlvo- 
cated,  or  may  advocate,  a  continuance  of  the  same  course  of  si- 
lence and  inaction  the  suJferera  from  the  vice  may  justly  charge 
their  destruction.  The  "  masterly  inactivity"  of  the  statesman  is 
unquestionably  justifiable  in  any  case  where  paaaive  resistance 
will  overcome  an  evil,  but  in  dealing  with  pnjstitution  a  diamet- 
rically opposite  metkud  must  be  pursued.  It  reijuires  an  ai-iive 
aggression  upon  all  old  prejudices;  an  explosion  of  still  older 
theories;  a  vigorous  comniena-ment  of  a  new  course. 

It  has  been  shown  elsewhere  that  the  j>ublic  are  respon.sible  for 
prostitution,  because  they  persist  in  excluding  women  from  many 
kinds  of  ernplnynient  for  whicli  they  are  fitti-d;  while  for  work  in 
those  occupations  which  are  open  to  liiem  they  receive  an  entirely 
inadequate  remuneration.  It  has  also  been  shown  that  the  com- 
munity are  equally  re>pi>nsible  on  account  of  their  non-interfer- 
ence with  known  and  acknowledged  evils.  Aiiivther  rt'ason  why 
accountability  can  not  be  evaded  may  be  designal<Ml ;  namely,  the 
carelessness,  or,  more  properly,  lieartlessne.'4S,  with  which  the  char- 
acter of  woman  is  treaieil.  Let  there  be  but  a  breath  of  suspicion 
against  her  tiiir  fame,  no  matt<.'r  from  what  vile  source  it  may 
emanate,  and  the  energies  <tf  man  seem  diiecte'd  toward  her  de- 
struction. "  She  is  down,  keep  her  down  !"  is  the  almost  univer- 
sal cry,  and  this  malignant  process  is  cfjntinued  until  the  victim 
is  positively  forced  into  a  life  of  undisguised  immorality.  The 
sacred  decision,  "  Let  him  that  is  without  sin  among  you  cast  the 
first  stone,"  is  entirely  forgotten,  and  the  moet  violent  in  their  de- 
nunciations are  frequently  those  who  are  the  most  blameworftiy 
theni.selves. 

The  whole  fo;v  of  the  world's  opinion  has  been  directed,  not 
to  tlie  censure  of  actually  guilty  parties  who  induced  the  crime, 
but  to  the  poor  wronged  sutt'erer.  She,  who  is  too  frequently  the 
victim  of  falsehood  jmd  deceit,  or  the  slave  of  an  alisolute  neces- 
sity, must  expiate  her  fault  by  submitting  to  a  constant  succession 
of  indignities  and  annoyances.     He,  whose  omduct  has  made  her 

"Oh!  women,  women!  why  hare  you  not  more  faith  in  j-ounvlvrs,  in  thu 
stronp,  inner  purity,  which  alono  cnn  raulte  a  womsn  brnvo !  whii-li.  if  -hi-  knows 
hrrself  to  be  rlenn  in  heart  and  desire,  in  body  anil  »onl,  liirine  eleflnni'>«  for  it* 
own  siike,  and  not  for  tlie  eredit  that  it  brings  will  give  lier  a  freedom  of  action, 
and  a  feurlessnes*  of  eonwqiienees,  wliirli  are  to  her  n  trreater  hafepiiard  than  any 
external  decorum.  To  be,  and  not  tu  »ccm,  u  the  amulet  of  her  iunoceuvc." — lb., 
p,  261. 
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what  she  is,  escapes  all  censui-e.  But  some  moralist  will  aak. 
"  How  woukl  you  have  us  Ueut  such  women ?"  Treat  them,  air, 
lis  lininaii  iK-ings,  ut-tuuled  by  the  Siiiiie  pas>sioii8  ;is  _voui>flf;  ua 
Kusceptible  l>eiugs,  keenly  sensitive  of  reprmurh ;  us  injuml  Iwirigs, 
who  huxr  a  I'laiin  upin  your  kiiuliieKs;  ji*  outraged  iH-mas,  wh<i 
have  u  tleinuiul  upon  your  jiirttii*.  I^ead  them  into  u  path  by 
which  they  can  eseajw  from  danger ;  protect  the  innocent  from  the 
snares  whieli  iMiviron  ihein  oii  everv  ssiile.  .\nd  when  tliis  is 
done,  i>our  the  vials  of  your  hottest  wratli  on  those  of  your  own 
sex  whfjse  machinations  have  blighted  some  of  Otxl's  fairest  created 
beings. 

Public  responsibility  must  be  uudt-rstuud  in  it.s  broadest  and 
most  literal  sense,  as  meaning  the  imliviilual  accountability  of 
everj'  meiiiber  of  the  community.  The  time  has  not  yet  arrived, 
unfortunately,  when  this  mutter  can  Ik-  left  in  the  liands  of  cor- 
porations or  legislatures.  Their  constituents  must  be  aroused  to 
considcr.itioii  of  its  importance  before  any  satisfactory  action  can 
or  will  be  taken  by  tlicni ;  and  it  is  to  the  thinking  mm  of  the 
age  that  these  pages  are  addressi-d,  in  the  full  confidence  that  so 
soon  as  their  sympathies  are  enlisted  pulilic  action  will  follow. 

To  this  end  an  endeavor  has  been  made  to  show  the  injurious 
effects  of  prohibition,  disappointing  expectation  as  a  means  of  de- 
creasing svi>hilis,  or  of  curUdliiig  the  limits  of  prostitution ;  the 
necessity  wlii<'h  exi.sts  for  eifectual  preventive  mea-surcs;  and  the 
inefficient,  or  worse  than  inefficient,  nature  of  the  local  arrange- 
ments of  New  York  to  accomplish  this  desideratum.  Thus  the 
way  for  a  consideration  of  the  remedial  prtfcess  lias  been  opened, 
and  now  with  such  evidence  as  he  has  before  him  the  reader  may 
be  asked,  in  all  sincerity,  if  he  does  not  seriously  believe  that  it 
imiihl  lie  n  prudent  step,  insleud  oflnjimj  to  extirjxile  the  eiu't,  to  place 
primtiliiles  anil  prostitution  under  the  surveillance  of  a  medical  bureau 
in  Oie  Police  Dtp(irtmr-iilf  Extirpation  never  has  been,  never  cim 
be  accomplished  in  any  community;  repression  and  restriction,  as 
proposed,  have  been  tried  and  liave  j^roved  8ucct?8.sful. 

Assuming  an  affirmative  answer  to  this  question,  and  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  inuigine  it  otherwise  if  the  facts  are  dispassionately  con- 
sidered, attention  is  respectfully  requested  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  change  could  be  effected. 

To  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case  there  are  required 

(1.)  A  suitable  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  di.>iease ; 

(2.)  A  legally  authorized  medical  visitation  of  all  known  hou.se8 
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of  prostitution,  with  i'ull  jiuwit  tu  onlor  the  immediate  removal  of 
any  woman  found  to  be  infected  to  tlie  designated  liuspitai ; 

(3.)  The  power  to  detain  infected  ptji'sons  under  treatment  until 
they  are  cured,  a  term  of  time  which  none  but  medical  men  can 
decide. 

By  a  suitable  hospital  is  meant  an  institution  devoted  to  the 
treatment  of  such  diseases,  like  the  special  hospitals  of  Parts  and 
other  Contiueiilal  cities,  and  entirely  removed  from  all  ctjnuection 
with  any  punitive  estabhshraent  The  rules  proposed  for  the 
govenuneut  of  the  Island  IK)spital,  when  its  name  was  changed 
from  Penitentiary  IIosj>ital,  do  not,  by  any  means,  meet  the  ur- 
gent requirements  of  the  case.  The  Penitentiary,  its  oflficers  and 
inmates,  must  be  entirely  shut  out  from  the  desired  hospital,  and 
no  prison-warden  or  keeper  of  crimirnds  must  have  any  jurisdic- 
tion within  its  walls  or  over  its  grounds.  Inmates  of  hospitals 
have  tou  long  endured  the  stupid  interference  of  iRin-medical  men, 
and  it  is  time  that  medical  law  exelu.sively  wsis  considered  m  the 
direction  and  management  of  buildings  devoted  to  medical  pur- 
poses. This  is  especially  nec«s.=iary  in  a  .syphilitic  hospital,  on  ac- 
count of  the  character  of  its  patients.  Ao  amount  of  iinjprimnmeiU 
as  a  punishment  ever  yet  reformed  a  prostitute,  and  it  vever  unU; 
all  inlercourse  itnth  prisoners,  be  it  ever  so  transient,  has  but  confirmed 
too'iii4m  in  vice. 

The  tendency  of  imprisonment  Ls  directly  contrary  to  any  ref- 
ormation, confirming  previous  habits  instead  of  rooting  them  out. 
The  instinctive  dreaii  of  incarceration  has  prevented  many  frum 
availing  themselves  of  the  medical  advantages  oflfered  them,  par- 
ticularly airinng  the  bi'tter  and  higher  grades  of  frail  women.  We 
want  a  hospital  exclusively  fur  the  treatment  oi'syi>hdis,  with  the 
power  to  place  and  keep  there  all  women  so  dL-«eased  until  cuied. 
Matters  of  deUiU  can  lie  arranged  in  such  a  maimer  as  to  admit 
of  a  proper  eJiissilieation,  b;used  upon  the  degree  of  moral  tuq)i- 
tude  belonging  to  each.  Pa\Tnent  could  and  should  be  required 
from  all  who  possi'ss  the  means,  for  exp*nses  actually  incurred, 
aiifl  this  would  contribute  a  considerable  sum  to  meet  the  expend- 
itures of  the  institution.  Among  tjiese  women,  as  a  body,  there 
exists  an  exceswive  amount  of  pride.  Those  of  the  upper  class 
will  not  associate  with  any  of  a  lower  rank,  and,  in  fact,  look 
upon  them  in  very  much  the  same  manner  that  moralists  regard 
the  whole  body.  To  be  enabled  to  reach  them  at  all,  a  lilieral 
management  must  l>e  adopt*"'!.     But  ^^^ll  not  this  be  deferring  to 
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vice  because  it  ia  dressed  in  silks  or  satins?  asks  some  one.  Most 
decidedly  not.  Let  the  arrangements  be  what  tbey  niiglit,  such  a 
hospital  as  described  would  afford  no  encouragemeut  to  vice,  for 
in  it  all  must  submit  to  the  same  course  of  Ireatmeat,  varied  only 
in  the  minor  accessories  which  surround  it. 

Even  if  the  arrangements  were  expost>d  to  an  objection  like  the 
above,  the  end  would  justify  the  means.  The  city  of  New  York 
contains,  at  this  day,  venttrea!  infi'ctiou  sufficient  to  contaminate 
all  the  male  population  of  the  United  States  in  a  very  short  space 
of  time.  It  has  been  proved  from  official  and  mtxlieal  sUitistica 
that  this  tnalady  is  rapidly  uu  the  increase,  anJ  a  paramount  ques- 
tiou  is,  how  to  be  relievetl  of  the  incubus.  Rigorous  prohibitory 
measures  will  not  effect  this;  they  only  make  the  matter  worse. 
Punitive  hospitals  will  not  effect  this ;  they  have  been  tried  and 
found  wanting.  Free  iustitutious  would,  in  all  pi-obability,  succeed 
in  accomjilishing  far  more  than  any  other  measure  our  citizens 
baVe  ever  tried.  The  question  iaone,  if  notaVisolutely  of  life,  cer- 
tainly of  healthy  existence,  aud  its  inestimable  importance  must 
over-nde  all  doubts  and  diffieidties.  In  view  of  the  dangers  sur- 
rounding uur  rising  generation,  even  supposing  the  men  and  wom- 
en of  the  present  day  exempt  from  them,  it  would  be  perfectly 
inexcusable  to  refuse  any  available  plan  because  some  one  of  ita 
features  might  not  please  all  tastes.  Adopt  an  arrangement  simi- 
lar to  that  suggested,  aud  if  any  crudities  are  disc:overed  they  can 
be  readily  cured  as  experience  points  them  out.  The  plan  is  not 
presented  as  a  perfect  one,  but  merely  as  an  outline  sketch  of  what 
is  necessiiry. 

A  regular  medical  visitation  of  all  prostitutes  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  scheme,  and  its  organization  should  be  a  matter  of 
serious  consideration.  The  Parisian  plan  already  submitted  might 
form  a  very  good  basis;  and  an  arrangement  which  throws  the 
whole  system  of  prostitution  open  U)  an  effective  police  super\-is- 
jon,  and  the  estaVjlisliment  of  a  medical  bureau  in  connection  there- 
with for  jirofcssional  purjwses,  is  suggested  as  most  desirable. 
This  medical  visitiition,  conducted  by  physicians  to  be  connected 
with  the  Police  Department,  and  sustained  by  the  power  of  that 
body,  should  be  conflded  to  men  of  recognized  skill  and  known 
integrity.  To  insure  public  confidence,  so  es-sentially  necessary 
in  the  inception  ot  any  social  innovation,  it  would  Ix^  necessary 
that  the  agents  upon  whom  its  execution  devolve<l  should  be  men 
of  tried  probity  and  acknowledged  reputation,  both  profiessional 


646 


HISTOBY  OF  PROSTITUTION. 


arid  personal.  The  slightest  symptom  of  Ji.seuae  should  be  .suf- 
ficient evidence  to  warrant  the  immediate  removed  uf  any  woman 
to  the  svphiUtic  hospital.  The  residence  of  any  woman,  he  it 
tem]>i)rary  or  permanent,  in  a  known  house  of  j>rostitution  must 
subject  her  to  a  rnediciU  examination,  as  it  would  afford  a  very 
strong  presumption  that  she  was  there  for  immoral  purpa^es. 

The  propriety  of  a  medical  examination  of  prostitutes  at  certain 
intervals  can  not  be  doubted,  and,  in  fact,  it  is  practically  admit- 
ted at  the  present  time  by  some  few  of  the  broihel-keepers  in  the 
city.  These  \>s\y  a  physician  a  liberal  salary  t«j  visit  their  boaniers 
every  few  days  for  the  express  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  plan 
suggested  now ;  resorting  to  treatment  whenever  he  finds  it  neces- 
sary. Some  of  the  most  aristocratic  houses  of  juostitulion  are  thus 
attended,  but  the  system  is  in  use  more  especially  among  those 
natives  of  Continental  Europe  who  are  now  keeping  houses  of  ill 
fame  in  New  York,  and  who,  in  bringing  to  the  New  World  many 
of  the  customs  of  the  old,  have  thus  testified  t<-«  the  benefit  of  the 
regulations  enforced  there. 

But  although  such  visiting  physician  may  pronounce  a  girl  in- 
fected, the  world  has  no  security  that  she  will  not  cfintinue  her 
avocation ;  and  in  order  to  remove  all  doubt  upon  this  question 
she  should  be  instantly  removed  to  an  iiLstitution  where  she  can 
not  possibly  propagaU;  the  malady.  This  must  be  done  under 
conjoint  medicid  and  police  authority.  Among  prostitutes  of  the 
Iow(.'r  grades  systematic  visitation  is  more  niiperatively  necessary. 
They  will  not  place  themselves  under  medical  treatment  unless 
they  are  aimpelleil,  but  until  their  disease  assumes  a  character  that 
prevents  the  possibility  of  farther  concealment  from  their  visitors, 
they  continue  to  ply  their  loathsome  and  destructive  tmde.  The 
simunit  of  ambition  with  them  is  to  keep  their  libert}- ;  so  long 
as  they  can  earn  enough  to  provide  themselves  a  shelter,  and 
feed  their  ravenous  appetite  for  intoxicating  liquor,  they  are  con- 
tent to  submit  to  the  pains  and  ravages  (jf  syphilis,  alike  heedless 
of  their  own  sufferings  and  the  injuries  they  inflict  on  others.  We 
have  had  cases  under  our  own  professional  treatment  where  wom- 
en have  !U-lually  jM'rsevere<l  in  this  course  for  manv  weeks  aller 
they  had  become  aware  they  were  diseased,  solely  for  the  reasoss 
indicated. 

It  nniy  be  objected  that  such  a  plan  would  offer  a  premium  to 
lewdness  by  circumscribing  the  dangers  of  infection ;  but  ibis 
argument  can  have  little  weight  as  it  is  scarcelv  poRsible  that 
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promiscuous  sexual  intercourse  can  be  carried  on  much  more  ex- 
tensively than  it  is  at  present.  The  vice  seems  to  have  reached 
its  culuiinatiug  point.  Experience  proves  that  in  all  ages  of  the 
world  there  have  been  many  men  whose  passions  were  so  violent 
and  so  ill  regulated  that  they  would  atuiiii  their  gratification  at 
any  risk,  even  though  that  risk  ineludud  the  probability  of  vene- 
real infection.  As  in  games  of  hazard  every  player  hopes  to  be  a 
winner,  so  in  carnal  indulgences  every  man  flatters  hini.self  that, 
because  some  gratify  their  lusts  unscathed  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  so  may  he;  that  as  hitherto  he  has  escaped  disease  in  his 
unhallowed  amours,  he  may  continue  equally  fortunate  to  the  end 
of  his  cai-eer.  This  is  eonfessedly  a  ]>ii<>r  dependence,  but  it  is  the 
reliance  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  the  followers  of  her  whose 
"  house  is  the  way  to  hell." 

Di.se!ise8  of  a  .syphilitic  nature  are  viewed  by  some  persons  as 
special  punishmenta  for  specid  sins,  and  hence  they  argue  that  it 
would  be  an  interference  with  the  order  of  Providence  to  attempt 
to  eradicate  them.  The  discussion  of  a  theological  question  w(ju1iI 
be  altogether  out  of  place  in  these  pages,  but  the  supposition  may 
be  met  by  a  parallel  case.  Delirium  tremens  is  tlic  result  of  an 
excessive  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  may  justly  be  considered 
a  special  punishment  for  that  offense ;  but  did  any  body  ever  know 
a  case  in  which  those  who  object  to  the  treatment  of  syphilis  ex- 
tended a  single  ohstacle  to  the  case  of  a  drunkard?  If  it  is  right 
to  adopt  curative  measures  in  one  case,  why  exclude  them  in  the 
other?  But  even  supjiosing  that  the  treatment  of  syphilis  is  open 
to  this  objection  so  far  ;is  the  guilty  parties  are  concerned,  shall 
their  descendants  be  involved  in  suffering  bt^cause  the  parents 
sinned?  If  a  rigorous  inwlical  fXiuiiitiittion  offers  additional  in- 
ducements to  prostitution  by  reducing  tlie  probabilities  of  disease, 
it  also  guarantees  that  helpless  wives  and  unborn  children  shall 
not  be  included  in  its  list  of  victims.  Go  to  the  thousjinds  of  mar- 
ried women  now  childle,«s  or  suffering  fi-om  iilxrrtion;  ask  their 
opinion.  Go  to  the  thousands  of  disappointetl  husbands  whose 
hopes  iif  offspring  have  been  blighted  in  consequence  oi'  their  own 
youthful  dissipation;  ask  their  opinion,  and  see  what  the  answers 
would  be.  Go  and  ask  the  diseased  children  on  Randall's  Island, 
and  in  their  emaciated  frames  read  their  testimony.  The  evidence 
thus  obtained  would  prove  unanswerable  arguments  in  f:ivor  <if 
the  plan  proposed. 

It  can  not  be  imagined  that  forcing  diseased  women  to  submit 
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special  hospital  invoh 


to  a  specific  routine  of  treatment  i 
any  undue  interference  with  their  personal  iilxirty.  The  right  to 
commit  a  wrong,  be  it  *x'ial,  moral,  or  physical,  never  can  exist; 
the  slightest  rctlectioti  upon  such  a  proposition  will  at  once  prove 
it  untenable.  Tlie  spread  of  venereal  disease  is  a  positive  wrong, 
and,  therefore,  a  woman  who  is  suffering  from  it,  and  is  certain  or 
likely  to  propagate  it,  is  as  legitimate  an  object  for  compulsory 
treatment  as  would  be  a  maniac  whom  we  should  find  roaming 
through  the  streets  of  the  city,  or  a  person  afflicted  with  small-jx  >x, 
yellow  fever,  or  any  other  contagions  or  infectious  malady.  If 
either  of  these  cases  were  to  come  before  any  niemlxT  of  the  com- 
miniitv,  he  would  not  for  one  moment  regard  it  au  infringement 
of  personal  liberty  to  place  the  subject  under  proper  wire  and  re- 
straint. On  the  contrary,  he  would  think  of  the  danger  to  which 
he  and  his  family  were  exposed,  and,  flinging  theory  to  the  winds, 
would  immeiliatc^ly  urge  prompt  and  practical  measures.  This  is* 
all  that  is  ju^ked  respecting  prostitution.  Let  the  public  be  once 
thoroughly  cflnvinced  of  the  extent  and  danger  of  syphilitic  infec- 
tion, and  there  would  be  but  few  object*>rs  to  these  suggestions* 
Among  that  few,  the  principal  p<5rtion  doubtl&ss  would  be  the  ad- 
vertising empirics  wliose  disgusting  jmnouneemeiits  occupy  so 
much  space  in  the  columns  of  our  daily  journals.  That  they  de- 
rive a  large  incomt^  from  this  source  is  indisputable,  and  it  is 
equally  certain  that  if  the  recommendations  now  made  were 
adopted  they  would  find  their  "  occupation  gone."  Sjwaking  in 
ail  candor,  the  health,  decency,  and  good  morals  of  the  city  would 
be  better  cared  f<>r  in  their  alxsence  than  it  now  is,  with  all  the 
combinations  of  their  "  extraordinary  success,"  "  unequaled  expe- 
rience," and  '■  unparalleled  facilities."  In  a  financial  view,  the 
money  they  I'xtort  (wc  refrain  from  using  a  harsher  term)  from 
their  credulous  patients  could  be  far  better  applied  than  in  con- 
tributing to  their  wealth. 

Farther :  Such  an  institution  and  organization  as  has  been  de- 
scribed would  be  useless  did  it  not  possess  the  absolute  power  to 
retain  every  patient  under  treatment  until  cured.  Whatever 
modification  of  principle  or  mode  of  action  may  be  ultimately 
adopted  (and,  sooner  or  later,  s&mething  must  he  done),  this  is  an 
indispensable  requisite.  One  half  the  danger  of  venereal  infec- 
tion arises  from  imperfectly  cured  cases.  Under  the  existing 
system,  as  already  explained,  writs  can  be  issued  at  an  almiwt 
nominal  cost  to  remove  any,  or  all  of  the  prostitutes  now  under 
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medical  treatment  on  Blackwell's  Island  ;  and  such  an  abase  of  a 
valuable  privilege  on  account  of  mere  technical  errors  must  be 
fatiil  to  the  success  of  any  remedial  project  It  would  be  as  rea- 
sonable for  a  lawyer  to  petition  the  courts  to  order  a  vessel  de- 
tained in  Quarantine  by  the  Board  ol'  Health  because  she  was  in- 
fected with  yellow  fever  to  be  brought  U)  her  wharl'  in  this  city, 
and  there  to  have  permission  to  disseminate  the  disease  on  botu-d, 
as  it  is  for  the  same  individual  to  apply  for  a  writ  of  certiorari, 
the  efl'ect  of  which  is  to  take  an  abandoned  woman  reeking  with 
^disease  from  an  institution  where  she  is  under  treatment,  and  al- 
low her  to  extend  the  venereal  jioison  to  every  one  who  may 
have  intercourse  with  her.  This  must  not  be  understood  as  indi- 
cating a  wish  to  curtail  the  constitutional  privileges  attached  to 
writs  of  halieas  corpus  or  certiorari,  but  merely  their  applicability 
to  cases  like  the  sujjpost>d  one.  How  tan  the  evil  be  prevented  ? 
Simply  by  making  any  legislative  enactment  on  the  subject  so 
plain  that  it  can  not  be  rni.sunderstood  or  evaded.  No  lawyer 
would  find  any  difficulty  in  di-afting  a  short  act  giving  the  Police 
Department  the  power,  ba«cd  upon  an  affidavit  made  by  a  mem- 
ber of  their  own  medical  bureau,  to  remove  any  diseased  woman 
to  a  projjer  haspital,  and  retain  her  there  uiUil  cured. 

It  may  appear  to  a  casual  observer  that  this  detention  woidd 
be  of  tlie  same  nature  as  the  iinpri.«onment  required  by  the  exist- 
ing mtnie,  but  a  little  thought  will  point  out  a  wide  difl'erence. 
Now,  w.e  force  a  woman  to  become  an  inmate  of  a  penitentiary, 
and  add  disgrace  to  her  di.sease  by  assuming  her  to  have  b-en 
guilty  of  crime.  Then,  we  should  re<iuire  her  to  become  an  in- 
mate of  the  Hospital,  with  no  additional  disgrace  but  that  arising 
from  the  fliet  that  .she  had  eontracti-d  syphilis  by  vicious  hubit.s. 
In  the  one  case,  we  make  her  the  companion  of  some  of  the  vilest 
wretches  on  the  face  of  the  eartli ;  in  the  other,  she  would  have 
no  as.'yx'iates  but  thostr  of  her  own  claiw. 

The  Medical  Bureau  to  whom  these  reforms  should  be  intrust- 
ed, although  connected  with  the  Puliee  Department,  would  re- 
quire to  be  an  independent  body  so  far  as  profe.ssioiud  duties  are 
coneemecl.  Its  connection  would  be  necessary,  becau.se  there 
would  be  many  crises  requiring  the  intervention  of  the  civil  pow- 
er; and  its  isolation  would  be  equally  imp<irtant,  Ix-cau-se  much 
■would  depend  on  the  discretion  of  the  examiners,  and  man}'  con- 
tingencies might  arise  where  a  strict  line  of  routine  duty  would 
defeat  the  object  in  view.     They  would  be  literally  a  "detective 
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ojrps,"  and  with  a  known  amount  oi'  duty  before  them  must  be 
left  to  choose  their  own  methurl  of  performing  it.  Any  definite 
arrangements  or  positive  orders  from  a  mm-inedieal  K)ard  would 
only  embarrass  their  action,  for  medical  and  iiou-medical  execu- 
tives always  clash  when  they  aim  at  one  coimnoii  object. 

Of  course  a  leading  requiremetjt  in  their  instruotion.s  must  l»e 
that  their  examinations  be  rigid  and  thorough.  Nu  half-way 
measures  in  this  respect  could  meet  the  absolute  detnaiids  of  the 
case,  or  satisfy  the  expectations  of  the  comiimnity.  It  must  he 
plainly  understood  by  the  world  that  the  Medical  Bureau  was  re- 
quired to  perform  its  whole  duty,  uncompromisingly  and  fearless- 
ly :  and  that  it><  members  were  men  who  would  not  evade  the 
responsibility.  In  their  investigations  many  cases  would  occur 
where  their  services  would  be  valuable  to  society,  beyond  the  pale 
of  professional  duty.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  would 
become  evangelists,  but  they  could  be  the  willing  and  efficient  co- 
adjutors of  those  who  delight  to  bear  the  Gospel  to  these  poor  de- 
gra<lcd  beuigs;  and  even  while  listening  to  a  recitjd  of  btxlily  suf- 
ferings, instances  would  arise  where  the  acts  of  the  good  Samari- 
tan would  be  reijuired  at  their  hands.  They  would  be  the  depos- 
itaries of  many  a  narrative  of  wrong  and  outrage,  of  sorrow  and 
suffering,  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that  of  the  histories  < 
poured  into  their  ears  some  would  imlieut^'  n  channel  by  which 
the  lost  one  might  be  restored  to  home  and  friends  and  virtue,  or 
point  to  some  chord  in  the  mind  which  would  give  a  responsive 
sound  when  touched  by  the  hand  of  pity.' 

'  "  RefoiTnaU>rie«,  MaRdHlenc  Ia«titiitinti.s,  unci  tln'  like,  iiix-  admirablr  in  ihrir 
way,  but  there  ure  nuniberlfss  case*  in  which  iiiiiiviilinil  jiiiipmc'nt  and  helji  iilotie 
are  possible.  It  is  llii»,  the  train  of  ilioufiht  which  RhiiU  result  in  net,  anJ  which  I 
detiire  to  t>U|;i!esl  to  itxliiidunl  iiiiiiils,  in  the  hi>|>e  uf  itrousin):  tlint  inipen'e|itililT 
Bmall  iiiHuence  of  the  many,  wtiicli  furni*  (he  flrotipcst  lever  of  nuiversnl  opinion. 

"All  I  can  do — all.  I  fear,  that  utiy  one  can  do  by  mere  s|wrih,  U  to  iinpn'd 
upon  every  woman,  and  ehietly  n]Kjn  those  who,  reared  innocently  in  safe  homex, 
view  the  wicked  world  Hithout  Boniewhnl  like  pazer*  at  a  dhow  or  !i|i<>rlatot»  at  k 
battle,  shocked,  wondcrini:,  perha]»  pityinp  n  little,  but  not  iinderstandiiift  at  all, 
that  repentatice  is  iKwsible.  Also,  that  once  liavint;  returned  to  a  chaste  life,  i 
woman'8  former  life  >>hould  never  be  'cast  up'  a(rainHt  her;  that  »hv  should  be  al- 
lowed to  resume,  if  not  her  pristine  position,  at  lea>^l  one  that  i«  full  of  UM>fulneM, 
pleasantness,  and  re»[>ect,  a  respect  the  atnount  t)f  which  must  bo  determined  by  ht"r 
own  daily  conduct.  She  .'•honld  be  jiidired  solely  by  what  she  U  now,  and  not  by  what 
Bhe  has  been.  That  jud)ftuem  may  be,  nuirbt  to  Im'  stern  and  fixed  ai>  juMice  itself 
with  reiraril  to  her  pre*eiit.  and  evi'U  Iter  past  so  far  as  concern*  the  crime  commit- 
ted:  but  it  on^rht  never  to  take  the  law  iulo  its  own  hands  toward  the  criminal, 
who  may  long  »iuce  have  become  less  a  crimiiiiil  thnii  ii  sudferer.     Virtue  de|;rade* 
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The  atloption  of  these  suggestions  would  be,  at  least,  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a  system  which  can 
be  gradually  enlarged  until  it  embraces  regulations  us  to  registn', 
management  of  houses  of  ill  fame,  etc.,  to  the  same  extent  as  is 
now  done  in  Europe. 

And  here  a  few  words  relative  to  the  licensing  system  may  not 
be  inappropriate.  The  propriety  of  granting  licenses,  and  thus 
making  vice  a  sort  of  revenue,  is  open  to  grave  objections,  but  on 
the  other  hand  acknowledged  social  evils  have,  ere  this,  been 
made  to  contribute  to  the  pubhc  fiuids.  Witness  the  dealing  in 
ardent  spirits.  The  city  does  now,  and  has  for  years  derived  a 
considerable  income  from  licenses  to  sell  liquors.  A  great  num- 
ber of  wi.se  and  good  men  contend  that  the  sale  or  use  of  intoxi- 
eating  beverages  is  not  only  an  unmitigated  evil,  but  even  crim- 
inal ;  they  have  entertained  and  publicly  declared  these  st-nti- 
ments  for  years,  but  still  the  license  system  is  continued.  It  may 
be  a  question  for  decision  whether  prostitution  is  not  as  liable  for 
taxation  as  drunkenness,  and  if  both  were  equally  taxed  whether, 
as  a  body,  we  should  be  more  responsible  for  the  results  of  one  or 
the  other.  £"'1  passant,  it  may  be  noticed  that  an  annual  tax  of 
one  ^>er  cent,  upon  the  property  engaged  in  thf  business  of  jirosti- 
tution,  and  a  similar  fissessment  upon  the  revenue  of  houses  of  ill 
fame,  would  amount  to  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollare. 

The  plan  here  shadowed  forth  would  nut  be  likely  to  extend 
prostitution,  but  on  the  contrary  there  is  very  little  doubt  but  it 
would  cheek  it.  Even  if  it  did  not,  the  conmiunity  would  reap 
an  advantage  in  the  sanitary  refonn  it  would  enforce.  In  low 
neighborhcxxls  many  of  the  brothels  are  as  dangerous  to  public 
health  on  account  of  their  crowded  and  exee.s.siveTv  (illhv  state,  as 
are  the  syphiliz«!d  inmates  tliemselves.  Such  pliiei-s  would  legiti- 
mately come  within  the  province  of  the  medical  inspectors,  and 
heir  reports  tlieroon  to  the  ])olice  executive  would  insure  inirne- 
attf«ntion  ^^^^ 
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leaat  as  places  of  residence,  if  they  knew  tbey  were  at  any  mo- 
ment liable  to  a  domiciliary  visit.  Again,  almost  every  person 
ha.s  in  kis  remembrance  some  female  who  left  bume  and  cuuid  not 
be  found,  because  securely  secreted  in  some  one  ol"  these  houses  of 
prostitution  ;  at  least  it  is  not  uncommon  to  read  of  such  cases  in 
the  daily  papers,  accompanied  with  au  account  of  the  unsuccessful 
search  of  her  friends  and  the  police.  Occurrences  like  this  could 
not  take  place  if  all  known  houses  of  bad  repute  were  under  the 
surveillance  of  the  Medical  Police  Department. 

Nor  is  it  unreasonable  to  hope  that  prostitution  would  be  di- 
minished. It  has  flourished  of  late  years  in  seclusion,  but  our 
plan  would  render  privacy  impossible.  Seclusion  has  ultracted 
many  uufortunati;  women,  whom  shame,  or  a  dread  of  ex{)osure, 
would  have  deterred,  had  they  known  that  houses  of  ill  fame  were 
always  open  to  the  visits  of  the  pulictr,  or  that  every  few  daj's  a 
physician  would  midce  a  tour  of  inspection,  and  a  personal  ex- 
amination, to  which  they  must  submit.  Generally  speaking,  these 
women  iuive  a  tlread  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  doctor,  and  in 
present  circiijns!annFB~they"krr6w  that  a  medical  examination  is 
optional  with  themselves,  until  they  become  so  sick  as  to  n-nder 
it  uiiavuidable.  But  if  their  miserable  life  were  burdened  with 
the  additional  annoyance  of  a  compulsory  medical  treatment  it  ia 
probabl.-  that  a  considerable  check  might  be  imposed  thereon. 

Public  decenc}'  would  be  advanced  by  such  visitations.  To  ef- 
fectually perform  their  duties  the  Medical  Bureau  and  the  Gen- 
eral Police  Department  would  find  it  necessary  to  make  them- 
selves personally  acquainted  with  these  women,  and  to  keep  & 
regi.'^ter  of  all  houses  where  prostitution  was  carried  on.  Now, 
the  prohibition  which  hjis  driven  it  into  secrecy  has  also  rendered 
it  difficult  t(3  determine  who  are  fmil.  Prostitutes  are  found  in 
hotels,  fashionable  restaurants,  8t<^^'am-boat  excursions,  watering- 
places,  and  suburban  retreat.s.  They  visit  halls  and  other  public 
entertainments;  sometimes  by  sufferance,  but  more  frequently  be- 
cause they  are  not  known.  It  is  needless  to  sjiy  how  virtuous 
women  can  be  annoyed  and  insulted  by  such  companionship,  or 
to  what  extent  pro.stitiUe.s  can  ns(>  tiicir  inflm-nce  in  misi-ellaneous 
society.  If  the  police  were  j>er8onally  acquainted  with  these  wom- 
en, they  could  act  in  the  same  manner  as  o!i  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope, n.amely,  touch  them  u|)on  the  shoulder  and  quietly  give 
them  a  hint  to  leave.  Or  another  reform  could  easily  be  intro- 
duced— theconfineiaent^all  proatitutes  toywrticularlocalitiea  in 
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the  city,  so  as  to  limit  their  influence.  This  would  be  tantamount 
to  the  anciefirregulations  prescribing  their  dress  or  some  distinct- 
ive mark ;  and  to  the  present  arrangements  in  Europe,  where  the 
houses  are  distinguished  by  some  specified  peculiarity.  It  woidd 
also  prevent  the  depreciation  of  pro[^>erty  which  takes  place  in  any 
neighborhood  where  a  brothel  is  established." 

Public  deoencj'  would  be  served  in  another  manner.  It  is  a 
most  humiliating  admission,  that  New  York  is  fa.st  npproaehing  to 
the  condition  of  certain  tbreigu  cities,  where  uimaturul  practices 
first  led  to  the  contemplation  and  adoption  of  these  or  similar 
remetlial  mea'sures.  In  our  ease,  tht-y  are  himo)  lo  t/ic  authorities, 
but  are  so  revolting  that  they  never  have  been,  and  never  «ui  be, 
made  public.  Of  course,  such  an  oi^anization  would  take  special 
cognizance  of  these  detestable  abominations. 

Objection.s  to  the  expense  of  the  plan  may  be  raised,  and  it  can 
not  be  denied  that  it  will  be  large,  yet  it  will  be  a  matter  of  econ- 
omy to  incur  it,  even  at  the  risk  of  iuerejising  taxation,  which  it 
wiM  not  do.  Recollect  that  every  year,  as  the  virulence  of  syph- 
ihs  was  abated,  the  cause  of  the  expense  would  diminish,  jmd  that 
in  a  direct  ratio  to  the  energy  disjjlayed  in  the  examination  would 
be  the  progressive  reduction  of  exjx>nditure.  It  has  already  been 
indicated  how  some  of  the  inmates  of  a  syphilitic  hospital,  from 
whom  hitherto  nothing  has  beeh  n^ceived,  could  l>e  made  to  con- 
tribute their  quoUt  of  the  co.st.  Now,  the  public  bear  all  the  ex- 
penses, either  as  assessments  or  as  private  payments  in  individual 
attacks.  The  magnitude  of  the  latter  item  has  been  already  esti- 
mated, and  were  it  possible  to  calculate  in  addition  the  value  of 
lost  time,  the  injury  to  business,  and  the  deterioration  of  the  con- 
stitution, the  total  in  one  year  would  be  far  mort?  than  sufficient  to 
carry  out  the  whole  of  this  plan  for  double  the  time. 

It  would  also  be  economy  to  incur  the  outlay  on  account  of  the 
benefits  to  succeeding  generations.  Syphilis  is  not  confined  in  its 
effects  to  the  life-time  of  the  men  or  women  who  contract  it,  but 
is  entailed  on  their  descendants.  These,  provided  they  .survive 
its  baneful  effects  during  infancy,  arc  mentally  and  physically  un- 
fitted for  business  or  the  active  pursuits  of  life,  and,  con.sequeiitly, 
are  frequently  indebt«HJ  for  the  means  of  sustenance  to  their  friends 
or  to  public  institutions.  If  the  liability  to  that  disease  among 
parents  can  be  removed,  no  feare  need  be  entertained  about  their 
children. 

We  are  not  so  sanguine  as  to  imagine  that  all  the  good  effects 
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above  enumerated  could  be  aocomplished  hvslanler.  It  would  be 
a  work  of  time,  but  tbe  sooner  it  is  commenced  the  bettiT  for  all 
the  interests  involved.  Muuy  persons  will  say,  "  Oh  !  tbese  evils 
do  not  concern  us;  these  diseases  will  never  injure  ua  or  ours; 
why  should  we  trouble  ouraelves,  and  give  our  money,  time,  and 
attention  to  .such  matters  ?"  Stop,  reader!  Whiltliuntan  passion 
exisU,  and  while  t/ie  vieaiui  of  gratififing  it  can  be  ofjUtineJ,  you  and 
yours  can  and  will,  nay,  do  now  suffer  from  if,  directly  or  indirectly. 
The  tii"st  question  for  any  citizen  to  iisk  himsi-lf  is,  Cuu  prostitu- 
tion be  abolished ;  can  it  be  crushed  out  ?  If  this  l)e  answered  in 
the  negative,  lus  it  must  be,  then  the  next  question  brings  him  to 
tlic  point  sought  to  Ix"  attaineil  in  these  pages,  namely,  the  means 
that  shall  be  taken  to  circumscribe  and  diminish  its  consequent 
disensos  and  evils. 

This  qiie.«tiiin  has  latterly  been  attracting  some  attention  in  En- 
gland, and  plans  to  mitigate  the  evil  have  been  publicly  discussed. 
The  chief  groinids  of  complaint,  or  at  least  those  brought  most 
prominently  forwanl,  were  the  assembling  of  pro.stitutes  in  the 
streets,  the  annoyance  they  caused  to  passengers,  and  the  disor- 
derly character  of  "  night-houses."  This  t«Tm  is  applied  in  London 
to  those  public  houses,  supjier-rooms,  wine  and  cigar  Siiliwns,  etc., 
which  are  situated  near  the  theatres  and  places  of  public  entertain- 
ment, and,  being  permitted  tn  remain  op(>n  all  night,  become  re- 
sorts for  prostitutes.  A  public  meeting  for  consultation  upon 
these  evils  was  held  in  London  in  January  last  (1858),  and  the  re- 
maiks  made  by  some  of  the  speakers  are  so  much  in  accordance 
with  the  genend  tenor  of  this  work  ns  tx}be  worth  extracting.  In 
justice  to  the  writer  it  must  be  premised  that  the  preceding  part 
of  this  chapter  was  penned  twelve  months  before  the  rep<^)rt  of 
this  iixM'tiirg  w:is  made  piiMic. 

The  chairman  observed  "that  he  was  glad  to  see  so  general  an  interest 
elioiled  on  this  subject,  and  tluit  !io  linjwd  it  would  lead  to  some  jimctical 
result.  It  would,  in  fact-,  lie  impoasible  to  aggravate  the  evil,  for  neither  in 
Paris.  Berlin,  New  York,  nor  Bven  in  the  cities  of  Asia,  was  there  such  a  pub- 
lic exhibition  of  profligacy." 

'I'lir  fntlovvtiig  rcsoltitions  were  submitted  and  adopted: 
"  Retolvedy  That  a  deputation  do  wait  m  early  as  possible  upon  Sir  George 
Grey,  for  tlie  pur{K)!ie  of  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  representing  to  her 
majesty's  goveniment  the  necessity  of  effectual  measures  Iwing  taken  tn  put 
down  the  open  exhibition  of  street  prostitution,  which  in  various  partA  of  the 
metropolis,  particularly  iti  the  important  thon>ughfares  of  the  Haymarket, 
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Coventry  Street.  Rpfrent  Stn-ot.  Portlaiirl  I'laii',  :iii<l  nthpradjai-cnt  I'K-alities, 
is  carried  on  with  a  disregard  of  {mblie  deceDcy  and  to  an  extiait  tolerated 
in  no  other  capital  or  city  of  the  civilized  world. 

"  That  8iii-h  deputation  be  instructiid  to  urp"  upon  her  iiiiijestyV  govern- 
ment the  followiug  nii'iit^umi,  whereby  it  i8  believed  that  the  evil  complained 
of  may  be  eflk'tuaily  controlled  : 

"Firstly,  the  eiif'iirccnient,  upon  a  systematic  plan  and  by  means  of  a  de- 
fiartment  of  the  jMiliee  siKfiully  appointed  and  in.-itnK-t«-<1  for  that  purpose, 
of  the  provisions  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  \'ict<iria,  eap.  47.  in  R'ference  to  street 
pnwlitutiun,  which  provisions  have  in  certain  l<x;alitie,s  l>een  heretofore  car- 
ried out  with  the  be«t  effect,  and  in  others  have  been  ineffectual  only  be- 
caut«  lilted  upon  ]tartiully,  and  not  ujioii  any  niiifnnii  system. 

"  And,  secondly,  the  passing  an  act  for  licensing  and  placing  under  prop- 
er regulations,  u.«  to  supervision  and  hours  of  closing,  nil  houses  of  entertain- 
ment, ur  for  the  snpply  of  rt'freshuieuts.  i(itende«l  to  be  ojiene<l  to  the  public 
after  a  ccrtiiiii  fixed  hour,  it  King  mattt'r  of  (»uhlic  notoriety  that  tbe  houses 
of  this  description  )«tpiilar)y  known  as  night-him.ses  have,  Viy  becoming  the 
places  of  resort  of  crowds  of  prostitutes  and  other  idle  and  disorderly  per- 
sons at  all  hours  of  the  night,  greatly  contributed  to  the  present  disgraceful 
exhibition  of  street  prostitution. 

"  That  the  attention  of  the  government  be  also  directed  to  the  number  of 
foreign  proBtitutes  systematically  imported  into  this  countiy,  and  to  the 
means  of  controlling  this  evU." 

The  substiUKT  of  oiio  uf  tlif  addresses  niad<:  nn  the  subject  was 
as  follows: 

The  speaker  ''  Itpgged  to  a-niiud  the  meeting  that  a  change  had  already 
been  effectcnl  through  the  action  of  the  police  in  the  as|icct  of  the  Uaymar- 
ket  and  Regent  .Street,  heretofore  so  much  complained  of.  The  sense  that 
the  public  eye  was  njxiu  their  class  had  causifl  a  corn'sfxinding  amendment 
in  the  dress  and  demeanor  of  the  females  frwjueuting  those  streets ;  and  the 
objects  of  this  association  were,  so  far,  in  good  train.  Strongly  oppressive, 
or,  as  !«mie  delicately  said,  repressive  niciisures  could  only  be  carried  out  by 
an  extent  of  jxilice  interference  inconsistent  with  the  prejudices  of  Kuglish 
peo]ile.  who  were?  indisposed  to  deny  a  large  extent  of  jiersonal  fn^tloni  to 
fjersons  of  even  the  most  disorderly  classes  who  had  not  absolutely  forfeited 
their  civil  rights.  If  the  association  went  the  length  of  advocating  that  the 
act  of  prostitution  should  involve  such  forfeiture,  and  the  entire  riddance  of 
I/ondon  streets  from  the  presence  of  firostitutes,  they  would  soon  find  their 
hands  over  full.  T'uless  they  thought  it  possible  to  exterminate  the  vice 
altogether,  they  would  find  that  its  wholeside  clearance  from  tlie  streets 
would  necessitate  registration,  licensing,  and  contiiienient  in  ciTtain  author- 
ized <|uarters  or  streets,  as  [>rcvailed  abroad  ;  but  such  restrictions  would 
entail  a  more  ample  recognition  and  legalization  than  hud  hitherto  obtained, 
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and  90  ample,  indeed,  as  to  be  ver^-  distuateful  to  wlint  was  called  the  relig* 
ious  public  It  would  be  obviously  uuju~t  t<>  exunijit  from  jiressiire  the  lady- 
like prosfHsrous  harlot,  white  a  miserable,  vulgar,  paiuted  outcast  was  oon- 
signable,  because  she  stood  out  from  the  picture  somewhat  broadly,  to  the 
police  cell  and  the  bridewell.  The  meeting  luust  be  aware  that  tiiere  was 
already  abroad  among  the  lower  half  niillicm  of  Londoners  an  iiiipression 
that  the  police  was  already  strict  enough  and  that  this  opinion  was  shared 
by  Dumhere  of  intelligent  men,  neither  paupers  nor  crimiDals.  They  must 
remember  that  many  a  gentleman  of  character  had  passed  a  night  in  a  po- 
lice cell  for  interfering  in  the  defense  of  jirostitutes  against  the  police.  And 
this  sentiment  would  deepen  very  dangerously  if  the  jKiliee  pressure  were 
put  on  double,  or,  ais  some  would  have  it,  tenfold.  The  very  policemen,  too 
— men  sprung  from  the  same  class  of  society  as  those  female  offenders — 
were  as  likely  as  any  one  else  to  be  fainthearted  in  the  work  of  relieving 
the  eyes  and  ears  of  gentility  from  the  presence  of  those  whose  situation 
they  were  not  slow  to  trace  to  the  schemes  and  desires  of  the  genteel  class. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  power  of  discrimination  could  be  safely  intrusted 
to  the  ill-paid  constables  of  the  Metrojxilitaii  Police,  and  the  association  of 
certain  rate-payers  with  the  police  as  witnesses,  as  hinted  at  by  one  of  the 
delegates,  would  soon,  if  establish cxI,  fall  into  desuetude.  With  the  view  of 
checking  the  evil  in  a  satisfactorj'  manner,  he  would  reeomraend  the  institu- 
tion of  a  special  f^enice  of  street  orderlies  or  regulators  in  unitbnn,  a  well- 
paid,  superior,  temperate,  and  discreet  class  of  men.  if  possible,  wbose  func- 
tions should  be  to  observe,  not  tu  spy  upon  all  prostitutes,  especially  those 
of  the  street- walking  order,  and  whose  circulation,  as  opywsal  to  loitering 
and  haunting  particular  spots,  they  should  insist  uikjii.  Tbey  should  work, 
not  by  threats,  but  by  entreaty,  advice,  suggestion  i  but  in  case  of  contu- 
macy, should  have  the  right  to  call  in  the  regular  force.  Ue  believed  that 
the  right  of  entry  and  inspection  of  all  places  of  ill  fame  should  be  vested 
ill  the  Ilome  Secretary  and  his  delegates,  and  this  would  be  attained  least 
oppressively  by  a  proper  system  of  licensing.  Forced  concentration  would 
not  be  tolerated  here ;  but  concentration  was  valuable,  as  bringing  immo- 
rality more  under  control.  Parochial  crusades,  though  prima  facie  a  pub- 
lic blessing,  had  ofiten  the  effect  of  spreading  corruption.  It  was  recollected 
at  Cambridge  that  when  a  certain  proctor  made  very  fre<|uent  descents  upon 
the  hamlet  of  Bamwall,  where  much  of  the  jiarasitical  vices  of  that  Univer- 
sity had  taken  root,  the  people  in  question,  far  from  cun?  or  conversion, 
merely  extended  their  radius  into  more  rural  villages.  The.se  wen:  so  soon 
oorruptal  that  reprcsentatioas  were  addressed  to  the  University  by  the  paro- 
chial clergy,  praying  that  the  plague  of  Rjmwall  should  bt;  confined  to  its 
old  bounds,  and  not  let  loose  upon  their  sim[iler  parishes.  It  wiis  notorious 
that  the  same  kind  of  thing  followed  on  a  very  large  scale  the  expulsion  ot 
prostitutes  from  Brussels,  and  it  oould  not  be  supposed  that  the  attempt  to 
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strangle  the  growth  of  iminonilit\-  by  broadcasting  its  txxjiL,  which  was 
faund  impructicable  under  the  fx-iwerful  diiicipiine  of  the  English  University 
and  the  Belgian  capital,  could  answer  aniuiig  thi»  eiionnuiu,  and  when 
rouwd,  unmanageable  jMjpulation.  The  evicted  of  Xorton  Street,  in  the 
parish  of  All  Souls,  had  settled  quietly  down  in  the  next  parish.  Incom- 
pressible as  water,  the  vice  had  but  i>bifted  its  ground,  and  from  a  really 
moral  point  of  view,  more  barm  than  good  had  accrued  from  the  change." 

These  remarks  do  not  cull  fur  any  amplification.  A  lew  day.s 
after  the  meeting  a  leading  article  appeared  in  the  London  Times. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  for  many  years  the  settled  policy  of 
the  conductors  of  that  journal  has  been  to  make  it  ratber  the  ex- 
ponent thiui  the  leader  of  public  opinion,  and  the  importance  gea- 
endly  attached  to  it  arises  from  a  knowledge  of  this  fact.  We 
givj  the  article  almost  entire. 

*'  There  is  a  very  disagreeable  subject  which  we  are  compelled  to  bring . 
although  most  reluctantly,  before  the  notice  of  the  public,  becau.se  it  hav 

[  become  necessary  to  bring  public  opinion  to  bear  ujion  it.  Maisy  clergjTueu 
and  gentlemen  are  now  associating  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of 
deuling  in  some  degree  with  the  notorious  evil  of  street  prostitution.  It  ia 
our  earnest  desire  to  give  them  all  the  support  in  oiu-  {»)wer,  so  long  as  they 
confine  themselves  to  reasonable  measures  of  discouragement  and  repression. 
Let  us  not  nourish  any  visionary  expectations ;  it  would  be  simply  idle  to 
suppose  that  the  evil  against  which  we  are  now  directing  our  efforts, can  be 
put  down  by  the  strong  hand  of  power.  It  is  with  moral  as  with  physical 
disease — there  is  no  use  in  looking  for  an  entirely  satisfactory  result  from 
the  treatment  of  symptoms ;  there  may  bo  alleviation,  there  may  be  dim- 
inution of  the  disorder,  hut  there  will  be  no  pitrfect  cure.  Wkaltvtr  tends 
to  I'aije  ike  standard  of  public  moralilif  will  also  lend  to  dimiimh  pivstilu- 
lion.  In  such  a  CJuse  we  are  dealing  with  two  parties ;  the  tempter,  let  us 
Bay,  and  the  tempted  ;  with  the  man  and  with  the  woman.  It  is  probably 
with  the  first  of  the  two  that  we  should  principally  concern  ourselves  if  we 
would  bring  about  any  serious  result.  It  is  on  the  sacred  action  of  family 
life,  with  the  thousand  influences  it  brings  to  bear  upon  the  minds  and  con- 
duct of  men,  that  we  must  chiefly  depend  if  we  would  see  any  notable  dim- 
inution in  the  numbers  of  those  tmfortunate  creatures  who  now  parade  uur 

[Streets.  Let  it  be  once  understood  that  even  among  a  man's  fellows  and 
associates  immorality  is  a  thing  to  be  ashamed  of,  and  at  least  we  should 
get  rid  of  the  contagion  of  vice.  Time  was,  and  the  time  is  not  a  very  re- 
mote one,  when  a  British  gentleman — we  speak  of  ail  tliree  home  divisions 
of  the  empire — would  nightly  stagger  or  be  can-ied  up  to  his  bed  fuddled, 
if  not  absolutely  drunk.  A  man  who  should  thus  expose  himself  in  our 
own  days  would  be  set  down  as  a  beast,  and  his  society  would  be  avoided  bj 
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all  who  sot  store  on  their  own  good  name.  In  thus  resppct  there  ha«  been 
a  paljtablo  improvement  in  the  niniinerh  of  the  age.  Sun-ly  piihlic  opinion 
can  be  brought  to  bear  against  one  vice  as  well  as  another.  The  time 
may  oome  when  ii  man  may  Klirink  from  presenting  himself  in  the  sa- 
cred eirele  of  his  mother,  his  sistt.'rs,  iind  his  other  female  n!liitive.s.  reeking 
from  secret  immorality.  Conscience  can  turn  on  a  bull's  eye  as  well  as  a 
policeman,  ami  the  culprit  may  stand  self-convicted,  althongh  no  one  has 
be<'n  there  to  convict  him  save  hiiiLsell'. 

"  The  influences,  however,  of  which  we  .sjx'iik  are  of  slow  growth,  and  can 
not  Id!  much  (juiekened  by  the  hand  of  jwwer.  It  has  become  necessary 
to  deaJ  at  once  with  certain  results.  Now  we  say  it  with  much  shame, 
that  in  no  capital  city  of  Europe  is  thert"  daily  and  nightly  such  a  shaitw- 
less  di»pla\  of  prostitution  as  in  London.  -Vt  Paris,  at  Vienna,  iit  Berlin, 
as  every  one  knows,  there  Ib  plenty  of  vice  ;  but,  at  lea.st,  it  is  not  allowed 
to  parade  the  stroeta,  to  tempt  the  weak,  to  ofiend  and  disgust  all  rightly- 
thinking  [K'rsons.  If  any  one  would  see  the  cvi!  of  which  we  speak  in  it« 
full  development,  let  him  [lass  along  the  lliiynwrkct  and  its  neighborhood 
at  night,  when  tlie  nigbt-hoiLses  and  the  oyster-slioje  an^  ojten.  It  is  not 
an  easy  matter  to  make  your  way  along  without  molestation.  In  Regent 
Street,  in  the  Strand,  in  Fleet  Street,  llie  sjime  nuLsinee.  but  in  .1  less  de- 
gree, prevails.  Now  we  are  well  aware  that,  if  all  the  unfortunate  creatures 
who  parade  these  localities  were  swept  away  to-morrow,  if  the  night-houses 
and  oj'ster-shops  were  closed  by  the  police,  wc  should  jiot  have  icnily  sup- 
pressed immorality.  Wc  should,  however,  have  removed  the  evil  tmm  th(' 
sight  of  thost^  who  are  di.sgust«l  and  annoyed  by  its  dLsjilay ;  and,  still 
more,  we  should  have  removed  it  fmm  the  sight  of  those  who,  probably, bad 
they  not  been  U-n)pt«l  by  the  sight  of  thestj  opportunities,  would  nut  liave 
falliai. 

"  Now,  its  one  practical  measure  for  the  discouragement  of  prostitution,  all 
theae  night-houses  and  others  might  be  placed  under  the  surveillancv  of  the 
police.  Licenses  for  opi-iiiiig  thetn  and  keeping  them  open  might  l>e  givtaj 
only  in  the  casesi  of  jktsoiis  who  nfleritl  >onie  guar.iiite«!s  of  their  respecta- 
bility. They  might  be  eompellpd  to  close  at  certain  hours;  in  |ioint  of 
tiict,  the  coiiHiiuiiity  could  tolerate  well-nigh  any  degree  of  inconvenienoe 
inflicted  u|Kin  their  frwjuentcrs.  In  two  other  analogous  cases  similar  evils 
have  been  dealt  with  in  this  way,  and  witli  the  bapj.iest  results :  we  s|ieak 
of  gaming-honaca  and  betting-offices.  It  is  (juite  ct^rtnin  that  persons  who 
are  firmly  resolved  to  play  and  to  bet  will  effect  their  purpoM*  even  now.  but 
at  Iciixt  the  sum  of  the  evils  resulting  from  tlu?se  two  vic*^  lia«  lieen  givatly 
dimintsln^l  since  ibc  eomnuuiity  has  resolved  to  withdraw  from  them  ita 
nx."ogTiition.  England  should  not  grant  her  titqiiatur  to  prostitution.  This 
is  one  thing  which  niiglit  l)e  tried  ;  another  would  be  to  give  increafted 
force  to  clauses  which,  a-s  we  belie\e,  already  exist  in  police  aet«,  by  whick 
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the  police  are  empowcrpd  to  stop  the  solicitation  and  gatheiing  together  of 
prostitutes  in  the  publie  strcetH.  In  such  a  case  wc  must  trample  down 
detinitiomi  and  exceptional  caxes  with  an  elephant's  foot,  and  go  straight  for 
result*.  The  rule  in  all  such  eases  is  to  give  the  power,  and  to  leave  it  in 
the  discretion  of  the  authorities  only  to  employ  it  on  proper  occasions.  We 
have  uniple  guamntees  nowadays  that  such  discretion  can  not  be  abused. 

"  Here,  then,  are  two  tilings  which  may  be  done  without  opening  any 
visionary  trenches.  The  fxtliit-  tmiy  Ijc  directed  to  de<il  witli  jirostitutes  na 
they  do  with  mendicants, aud  the  centres  of  poUutiou  may  be  bro«ight  under 
pnijier  regulation. 

'^  We  know  well  enough  that  in  such  a  capital  ua  London  it  is  hopeless 
to  exjiet't  that  vice  of  this  deseription  can  be  expunge<l  altogether  from  the 
catalogue  of  our  national  siivs,  but  at  legist  let  as  many  difficulties  as  \»m»i- 
ble  be  thrown  in  its  way.  Again  :  the  Ix'Devolcnt  {tersons  who  have  taken  it 
in  hand  to  deal  with  this  monstrous  evil  assert  that  the  intnxluction  of  for- 
eign prostitutes,  or,  what  is  still  worse,  of  girls  yet  unttjntaniinatcd,  for  tiie 
purjKises  uf  prostitution,  might  be  discouraged  mucli  moa>  than  it  is,  [ierha|)s 
well-nigh  totally  prev'ented.  Undoubtedly  England  docs  not  desire  free 
trade  in  prostitution.  Preventive  niea.sures  u|iOii  tliis  subject  are  surround- 
e<i  with  (liffif  iilties  ;  but  that  is  no  reiuson  tor  despair,  but  one  for  additional 
exertion.  \'ery  numerous  and  influential  meetings  have  been  held  ujion 
this  fsubject,  and  we  augur  well  of  their  success.  Tlicre  was  no  di.^play  of 
ultra-Puritanic  rigor,  no  attempt  to  deal  with  impossibilities.  The  speakere 
in  the  nmin  contended  that  the  public  exhibition  of  prostitution  might  be 
successfully  d»alt  with,  even  if  the  vice  were  beyond  their  n'ach.  Our 
streets,  at  least,  can  be  purged  of  the  public  scandal,  the  disgraceful  night- 
houses  may  be  deprived  of  their  fxtwers  of  eomiptinn,  the  keejicrs  of  brothels 
may  be  brought  under  the  laah  of  the  law,  and  the  importation  of  foreign 
prostitutes  may  be  diminished,  if  not  put  duwn  altogt'ther,  if  the  public  will 
take  the  subject  up  in  earnest.  Such  were  the  priiK-ijMil  points  on  which 
the  speakers  insisted  ;  at  least  their  views  deserve  a  trial." 

This  plan  is  ealculatt-tl  to  restrict  prostitution  by  placing  it  un- 
der sunvillance.  It  requires  no  additional  licensing  system,  as 
every  public  house,  wine-shop,  or  cigar-ehop  in  Tjondon,  whether 
kept  open  at  day  or  night,  whether  of  a  respectable  or  immoral 
class,  requires  a  license  under  the  excise  laws.  The  proposals 
just  quoted  urge  that  the  permission  to  keep  these  places  of  en- 
tertainment should  be  limited,  and  "given  only  in  the  cases  of 
persons  who  offered  some  guarantees  of  their  respectability."  It 
will  be  necessary  for  the  reader  to  bear  in  mind  that  "  night- 
houses"  are  not  houses  of  prostitution,  but  merely  resorts  for  pros- 
titutea,  as  already  mentioned,  as,  in  default  of  this,  a  natural  con- 
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struction  would  be  that  the  Times  projwsed  to  license  brothels. 
The  two  are  as  distinct  as  possible,  and  it  would  be  as  consistent 
to  style  some  of  the  fashionabk"  oyster-saloons  and  restaurants  of 
New  York  houses  of  ill  fame  because  abandoned  women  resort  to 
them,  as  to  class  the  "  niglit-houses"  of  Lpndon  in  that  catalogue. 
They  are  simjily  places  for  public  refreshment  in  the  neighbor- 
hoods of  theatres,  markets,  etc.,  which  are  permitted  to  continue 
open  all  night  in  deference  to  a  supposed  public  requirement,  and 
though,  from  the  character  of  their  visitants,  they  can  not  be  con- 
siderefl  schools  of  morality  oi  decency,  yet  uo  prostitution  tjikes 
place  in  them.  The  interests  of  the  proprietors  guard  against 
this,  as  it  would  immediately  cause  the  licenses  to  be  revoked,  and 
consequently  close  the  place  entirely. 

By  placing  the  resorts  of  London  prostittites  under  this  restric- 
tion much  would  be  gained,  so  far  as  the  public  decency  of  the 
streets  and  the  transit  of  passengers  are  concerned,  but  no  possi- 
ble check  would  b<^  imposed  on  the  ravages  of  disease.  The  prop- 
osition at  the  meeting  to  license  the  brothels  would  do  this,  but,  as 
was  anticipated  by  the  speaker,  "  it  would  be  very  distastefiil  to 
the  religious  public,"  and  the  act  of  recognition  would  be  imme- 
diately construed  as  an  act  of  approval,  or  at  least  of  sanction. 
That  it  would  not  merit  this  censure  must  be  evident.  The  only 
approval  or  sanction  given  to  the  vice  would,  in  fact,  consist  in 
saying  to  the  keepers  of  houses  of  ill  fame :  We  shall  not  attempt 
to  close  your  doors,  for  we  know  that  would  be  impossible,  but 
we  shall  claim  the  right  of  entry  at  any  moment  to  watch  your 
proceedings. 

It  has  ever  been  an  unquestioned  policy  to  choose  the  least  of 
two  evils  when  you  must  take  one,  and  if  the  British  government 
should  ever  license  brothels,  they  will  certainly  adopt  the  theory. 
To  the  population  of  London  le.<«  djingcr  would  inure  from  this 
toleration  than  from  the  unknown,  iniwatched  courtesans  who 
haunt  their  streets.  Many  an  apjiarently  respectable  man  will 
follow  a  woman  into  u  house  of  prostitution  when  it  is  conducted 
quietly  and  furtively,  who  would  hesitate  before  he  accompanied 
her  into  a  known  and  licensed  brothel,  while  many  a  stranger 
who  may  date  Jiis  physical  ruin,  and  possibly  the  loss  of  charac- 
ter and  honor,  from  the  hour  when  he  entered  a  private  house 
of  prostitution,  would  he  saved  many  a  bitter  memory  had  an 
official  recognition  of  its  true  charact*'r  met  him  on  its  thresh- 
old, and  intimated  that  it  was  the  n-sort  of  the  abandoned  and 
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vicious.  In  London,  as  in  New  York,  we  do  not  believe  that  il- 
licit sexual  intercourse  can  he  carried  to  any  greater  extent  than 
it  is  now  ;  so  no  danger  of  an  increase  of  vice  need  be  apprehend- 
ed there  from  any  measures  calculated  to  remove  some  of  the  ul- 
terior and  fatal  eflects  of  dissipation. 

In  contrast  to  the  public  display  of  immorality  in  the  streets  of 
London,  is  the  following  descriptioii  of  prostitution  in  Paris.  It  is 
extracted  from  the  fon'ign  corrcsjiondence  of  a  New  York  journal: 

••Paris.  Thursdny,  May  -J'.  |s.1«. 

"  In  a  late  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  '  tumiug-lxjxes'  of  the  Foundling 
Hoi<pital8  I  spoke  uf  the  repuj^iuiiii-*  of  Protectant  ci  immunities  to  uiiy  offi- 
cial cunipniutue  with  one  sin  in  order  e\tni  tn  dtwtroy  a  greater;  for,  that 
the  secret  reception  of  itlegitituutc  children  by  the  state  does  contribute 
enormously  to  the  extinction  of  the  friine  of  infanticide,  while  it  docs  not 
generally  increase  the  numfnT  of  these  unfortuiiati"  children,  is  too  well 
shown  by  statistics  to  remain  longer  a  rjnestioiv  for  discussion.  But  we 
have  another  and  a  more  striking  example  of  this  rejiugnnnce  to  a  cfiliuaion 
with  one  evil  in  order  to  smother  out  another  and  a  greater  in  the  want  of 
legislation  in  I'rote.stant  couistries  on  the  subject  of  prostitution. 

'*  For  uinny  luonthn,  as  you  know,  the  municipality  officers,  tlie  church- 
wardens, and  the  journals  of  London  have  been  excited  over  this  very  ques- 
tion of  prostitution ;  and  no  wonder.  One  need  but  to  leave  Paris  and  fall 
guddeidy  in  the  streut*!  of  London  at  an  advanced  hour  of  the  evening  to 
comprehend  the  exciteuietit  of  its  citizens  on  this  .subject.  To  the  French- 
man, crossing  the  (^haunel  is  like  crossing  tlic  River  Styx  ;  he  ftiUs  sudden- 
ly into  a  pandenioiiiura  of  street  disorder  and  drunken  licentiousness  for 
which  he  is  not  prepared.  lie  recalls  Mery's  terrible  picture  iu  '  Nezim,' 
and  docs  not  tind  it  overdrawn.  lie  soea  nothing  like  thiji  in  his  own  city, 
and  he  is  surprised  beyond  measure,  for  be  has  been  taught  to  believe  in 
the  Puritanism  of  Protestant  countries. 

**  When  an  American  or  an  KngMshmau,  habituated  to  the  revolting 
night-scenes  of  New  York  or  London,  first  arrives  in  Paris,  be  is  astonished 
at  the  absolute  absence  of  >imitar  scenes  in  our  streets.  He  has,  jicrhapa, 
arrived  here  with  the  iniiire.ssion  moHt  tbreigncra  do  that  (irostitution, 
and  revelry,  and  drunken  debauchery  stalk  forth  in  the  day  and  render  hid- 
eous the  night.  But  he  forgets  that  he  has  arrived  in  a  city  where  there 
are  laws  and  a  police  to  execute  them—  in  a  city  where  refinement  and  the 
proprieties  of  life  are  carried  to  their  extreme  perfection,  and  where  such 
license  and  debauchery  as  prevails  in  English  and  American  cities  would  be 
an  absolute  contradiction  to  the  spirit  and  habits  of  the  people.  The  reader 
will  please  obsen-e  that  I  do  not  speak  of  the  morals  of  the  people,  but  of 
their  ideu  of  decorum  and  of  the  proprieties  of  life ;  of  what  is  due  to  de- 
cency and  an  ordinary  respect  for  appearances. 
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"This  extreme  attiMitioii  t<i  ujipeiiniuw,-  is,  in  tact,  one  of  the  priucipal 
attractions  of  u  rcsiUcnce  in  Paris.  The  city  is  not  only  maintained  free  of 
inaniniiitc  filth,  but  of  animate  filth  via  well ;  at  least,  you  are  not  forced  to 
see  it  if  you  do  not  wish  to.  Li  Lotiduu  no  lady  dare  walk  out  unattended 
after  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  after  11  o'clock  she  will  have  her  eyes 
and  ears  insulted,  no  nmtter  how  well  utteuded,  while  in  Paris  she  may  re- 
main in  the  streets  to  any  hour  of  the  night,  and  neither  have  her  eyes  of- 
fended nor  her  e&rs  iusulted. 

"  How  is  this  happy  result  accomplished?  In  1851  the  official  register  of 
the  jxilioe  of  Paris  showed  4300  public  jjirls  on  its  Ixxiks;  the  number  now 
may  be  stated  at  5000.  These  girls  and  the  houses  in  which  they  live  are 
subjected  to  a  series  of  stringent  laws  which  renders  them  innoxious  and  in- 
offensive to  the  community,  the  fiolice  udnptinjt  the  princijilo  that  since  it  is 
ini|>i>ssible  to  suppR'ss  the  evil,  it  should  Ir'  rendered  as  inoffensive  to  the 
public  eye  and  to  the  jiublic  salubrity  us  jHissiblc.  All  thesi'  houses  are 
obliged  to  be  closed  at  1 1  o'clock  precisely.  The  girls  are  obliged  U)  remain 
in  the  house,  and  the  windows  are  always  covensl  with  blinds,  night  and 
day.  A  few  girls  uk  in'rnitttnl,  hero  and  then',  to  walk  up  and  down,  in 
front  of  their  door,  fiiim  1  to  11  o'clock  precisely,  but  it  is  against  the  biw 
to  ficcfist  the  passers-by.  The  houses  are  visited  once  a  week  by  a  medical 
and  ;iti  ordinary  insjiector  real  inspectors,  appointed  by  government,  and 
not  hunihugging  ward  politicians. 

"  Another  class  of  girls,  and  nnich  the  larger  cla.ss,  are  those  who  fre- 
(juent  the  public  balls,  concerts,  ami  theatres  girls  who  live  alone  in  pub- 
lic lodging-houses,  and  whi',  for  the  most  piart,  are  not  eiirt>!led  on  the  jiolice- 
boiiks  nor  subniittwl  to  the  ordinary  saiiittiry  regulations.  But  this  class 
are  no  more  permitted  than  tlic  rtjst,  either  in  tlie  street  or  at  their  favorite 
evening  resorts,  to  ac<!OSt  [M'ople  for  purjHises  of  eonimcrcc.  The  streets  and 
the  jiublic  bulls  are  full  of  jiulieeuicn  in  ttitizeii's dress,  whose  business  it  is  to 
detect  such  girls  as  vicdate  the  law  in  regard  to  addressing  people,  and  to 
put  their  names  on  the  police-books,  thua  requiring  them  to  take  out  a  li- 
cense, and  to  submit  to  all  the  pidice  regulations  on  the  new  class  to  which 
tbey  have  entered.  As  a  girl  regards  herself  as  forever  lost  when  her  name 
is  once  placed  on  the  }K>lice-lx>ok,  and  as  she  never  knows  when  an  officer's 
eye  may  lie  upon  her,  she  takes  good  care  to  violate  aa  rarely  aa  possible 
this  law  prohibiting  solicitations  in  public.  This  class  are  always  elegantly 
dressed ;  it  is  notorious  even  that  they  are  the  first  to  initiate  and  to  prop- 
agate those  very  fashions  which  make  the  tour  of  the  world  as  the  latest 
Paris  modes.  Many  of  them  arc  resen-ed  and  elegant  in  their  manners, 
and  recjuire  a  punctiliousness  of  etiquette  which  would  not  bo  out  of  place  in 
the  most  aristocratic  saloon.  But  one  of  the  great  a'uis  to  the  Paris  police 
in  the  maintenance  of  public  decency  in  this  class,  is  the  fcct  that  they  do 
not  use  strong  drinks;  a  drunkeu  publie  woman  is  never  seen.     As  liquor 
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is  the  greateiit  debater  of  mankiud,  this  one  fact  btrikee  ont  a  marked  line 
of  distinction  between  this  dasH  here  and  in  England  and  tbe  United  States. 
The  great  nuijoritv  do  not  lo*  tiicir  si'lf-n'spi'it,  and  tlicy  taki;  good  care 
of  their  iiwdtli,  hoping  later  on  to  rcfonii  and  gi-t  married.  This  is  here  the 
nile,  whereaa  in  England  and  the  United  States  they  tlirow  tlieni!«L.>lve.s  away 
as  rapidly  as  pos.«ibli!. 

"  It  is  thns  that  the  f:f.liii)nable  jironieiiades  of  Paris,  the  [mblie  l«dK  and 
tlie  gardeius  even,  may  l>e  frequented  by  ladies  and  ehildri'n  at  all  hours  of 
the  evening  and  night  without  once  seeing  any  of  those  offensive  movements 
of  publie  women  so  eonuiiDH  in  the  stn»et.s  of  English  and  Anieriean  cities. 
ContriLst  this  sUite  of  things  with  that  of  I^iiiditn.  L't  the  reader,  if  ho 
has  ever  lived  (here,  recall  Ut  mind  the  Strand,  the  Hayniarket,  Piceadilly, 
Leicester  Jvjuan?,  and  Kegent  Street  the  fashionable  business  fjuarters  of 
the  city.  One  hesitiites  to  enter  ufwin  a  deseription  of  .such  a  scene.  It 
refreshes  his  historical  reeollw'tions  of  the  decadence  of  Koine  ;  his  name 
should  he  1'i.ato  to  Itjok  upon  .such  sighti*.  The  rtrects  swarm  with  drunk- 
en and  fouU,si>oken  young  girls  often  mere  children ;  and  when  1  any 
swarm,  I  mean  that  you  have  to  push  your  way  to  get  through  them.  Is 
it  then  strange  that  the  citizens  of  Ijondon  .should  feel  .scandalized  at  this 
atate  of  things,  or  that  its  jounjals  or  its  ehiireh-wardons  .should  .seek  to  find 
a  remedy  for  the  nuisance?  They  will  think  of  every  thing  else  Ix'fore  they 
arrive  at  the  simple,  efftrlirr,  and  lieaiitifully  workiti;;  Paris  system,  be- 
eaiLso  they  an?  a  Pmtotant  ]ieople  and  uin.st  not  rompnimise  with  a  sin. 
It  must  be  left  to  lind  its  own  level.  Honomble  citizens  mu.st  consent  to 
allow  their  sons,  often  their  families,  to  cx)me  in  contact  with  these  demor- 
»Uxing,  8t<3ny-hearte<I  honrirs  of  the  streets;  they  must  suffer  individually' 
and  as  a  oomuninity  from  the  vile  tendencies  of  street  ]iiostitution.  because 
they  hesitate  to  legalize  it  and  to  give  it  over  to  the  care  of  the  jnlieo.  To 
see  the  finest  evening  promenades  of  a  Protestant  and  Thristian  city  given 
up  exclusively  to  the  onuttemble  shames  and  horrors  of  street-prostitution 
is  a  problem  in  the  rutalogue  of  inconsistencies  which  Catholic  and  infidel 
France  can  not  fathom.  In  France  the  law  acts  on  l.lie  principle  that  for  a 
public  woman  to  be  .seen  in  the  street  is  an  insult  to  public  ta.st«',  and  hence, 
when  it  is  uwcssiiry  tiir  these  girls  to  !«  conveyc«l  to  prisiui,  to  the  IIi>i|)ital, 
or  to  the  di,s|H;nsary  of  the  I*refeeture  of  Police,  tiiey  are  mountinl  in  close 
carriages  constructed  for  the  purpose ;  or  when  by  hazanl  tliey  are  obliged 
to  take  a  public  fiacre  they  are  reipiind  to  keep  the  blinds  down.  You 
may  say  what  you  jilea.se  about  the  surfa<,'e-morality  of  the  FriMich.  but  their 
respect  for  the  public  eye  does  honor  to  their  civilization,  and  their  law  on 
this  evil  would  be  well  adopted  elsewhere.  Tliere  is  no  truer  principle  in 
civil  government  than  that  the  inoml  .sores  of  society  should  lie  hidden  as 
much  as  jKkvsrble  from  the  public  view,  for  it  is  now  too  late  in  the  day  to 
comliat  the  maxim  long  ago  put  in  print  by  Pope,  that  vice  is  propagated 
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by  a  familiarity  with  it.  TTic  Frcucli  hw  may  lie  i-ulpabli?  in  {)cniiittiug 
nia.<krtl  ball.-*  ami  tlie  keeping  of  toucubiiie.s,  but  the.-e  aw  alfain*  that  be- 
long to  the  interior,  which  the  public  need  not  see  if  they  do  not  wish  to; 
the  important  ditttinctiuii  is,  that  tlic  French  law  does  not  coiu|>cl  an  honest 
father  of  a  family,  in  returning  Irom  church  or  theatre,  to  push  his  way 
through  mobH  of  druuken  lewd  women,  who  salute  hiH  children's  ears  with 
language  they  ought  never  to  hear. 

"  In  one  of  its  last  articles  on  the  general  subject  of  prostitution,  the  Lon- 
don TThim  makes  some  judicious  remarks  which  an-  eompletfly  verified  in 
tlie  Mime  class  in  Paris.  Thus  thu  TViiim  declares  that  the  proper  method 
of  diminishing  the  mmiber  of  these  unfortunates  (for  to  think  of  eradicating 
the  evil  is  an  illusion)  is  not  by  missionarj-  eHbrts  directed  to  them,  but 
rather  to  their  [xKir  jwrents ;  for  tliese  poor  girls  were  raised  in  sin.  and 
never  made  a  fall.  The  same  thing  holds  goinl  here.  Ninety-five  hundn-dtlis 
of  all  die  public  women  of  Paris  are  bom  and  raised  in  tilthiness  ol  mind 
and  hxly ;  at  the  age  of  ten,  twelve,  and  fourteen  years  they  are  ala'ady 
prostitntes  and  thieves,  and  when  they  got  their  first  silk  dress,  their  fiist 
fine  toilet,  eamwl  in  their  shaniefxil  profession,  they  take  a  step  higher  in 
the  sciile  of  morality ;  for  then  they  cease  to  steal,  they  aa|uire  a  certain 
degree  of  pride  in  their  conduct,  they  are  more  respectful  and  decently  be- 
haved. So  that,  jamdoxical  as  it  may  seem,  the  immense  majority  of  the 
public  women  of  Paris,  iiusteiid  of  making  a  fall,  have  actually  been  promoted 
in  the  scale  of  nionility.  But  all  these  women  know  nothing  else  than  the 
life  in  which  they  have  bei'n  raised ;  they  are  fit  for  nothing  else,  they  are 
incorrigibly  averse  to  all  the  itiunil  suasion  that  can  be  addressed  tti  them, 
and  the  real  remedy  is  an  enlightenment  of  the  parents  of  such  children,  a 
general  improvement  in  the  moral  tone  of  the  lowest  classes.  In  fine,  if  it 
is  an  evil  which  can  not  be  eradicated,  if  the  children  of  beggars,  and  rag- 
pickers, and  concih-^ea  will  fall  into  evil-doing,  it  is  right  to  protect  society 
at  least  from  the  publiu  demonstration  of  their  vile  occupation  by  the  paa- 
aage  of  effective  police  laws." 

As  jui  imlirutioii  that  tlie  sentiments  advancod  in  this  chapter 
are  entertaiiifd  by  others  of  the  iin-dicul  prolessiou,  and  as  eudors- 
ing  our  views  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  reader's  attention  is 
request^'d  to  the  annexed  report  adopted  at  a  sj^ecial  meeting  of 
the  Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  riospital,  New  York,  in  ivply  to 
interrogatories  addressed  to  them  by  Isaae  Townsend,  Esq.,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Ahns-hoiLse  (by  whose  di- 
rection thej  are  embodied  in  thi.s  work);  and  also  to  a  report 
fipom  H.  N.  Whittelsey,  M.  D.,  Resident  Physician  of  the  Nureery 
Hospital,  Randall's  Island,  on  the  some  subject 
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fCopy.) 

"Report  of  the  Medical  Board  of  BeUevm  Hoajntal  in  reply  lo  Lilerroga- 
lorieg  of  Isaac  Towxse.vd,  Em^„  Piesiiknl  of  the  Board  of  Goreriuirt 
of  (he  Alint-hoiiM,  upon  C'on»litiilional  Sijphtlts. 

"Office  uf  ihf  Guveniurs  of  tlif  .Miii«-li<iii»e.  Rotunda,  Hark, )_ 
Nr«   Vtirk,  Aiii.'ii>l  -t.  IHoa.  ) 

"  To  THE  Mkdical  Board,  Bellkvtje  Hospital  : 

*'  Gentlemen,  I  mii  led  to  bolifve  that  a  lurgi'  imniWr  of  the  iniimte.a  of 
Bellevue  Hospital  are  affectod  with  syphilis  in  souib  of  its  luauy  fomj.s,  ami 
believing  that  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-houae  are  called  upon  to  take 
measures  to  remove,  as  far  a^  possible,  the  cause  of  this  great  mulady,  to 
dry  up  the  sources  of  an  evil  which  prevails  so  extensively,  saps  the  health 
and  taxes  the  wealth  of  the  city,  etc.,  largely  ;  and  believing  farther  that,  if 
the  vice  can  not  be  stayed,  hiunanity  as  well  as  j>olicy  would  suggest  that 
the  dangers  whieli  surround  it  tan  be  lessened,  I  propose  a  tew  interroga- 
tories tending  toward  the  ueeumjilishnient  of  this  great  object,  desiriug  your 
views  upon  them  in  reply  u.s  early  as  1st  of  October. 

"  1.  What  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  Belle- 
vue Haspital  suffer  directly  or  indirectly  from  syphilis  T 

"  2.  Are  tiiere  not  patients  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hospital  whose  dis- 
eases are  attributable  to  the  taint  of  syphilis ;  nnd  have  not  many  of  the 
inmates  been  forced  to  place  themselves  under  treatment  therein,  and  thits 
become  dependent  on  the  city,  from  being  unfitted  in  body  and  mind  for  the 
ordinary  duties  of  life  in  coasequencc  of  sj-philitic  diseases  ? 

"  3.  Are  not  the  children  of  parents  thus  affected  unhealthy  t 

**  4.  What  means,  in  your  opinion,  could  be  adopted  to  eradicate  or  lea- 
sen  the  disease  in  the  city  1 

"  By  giving  the  above  queries  your  earliest  attention,  you  will  greatly 
oblige  your  very  obedient  servant,  Isaac  Townsend,  President." 

"  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  held 
December  18,  1855,  the  following  rejiort,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  Isaac 
Townaend,  Esij.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms-house, 
dated  August  24,  1855,  touching  the  subjects  of  syphilis  and  pn>stitution, 
was  read  by  Doctor  Alonzo  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  CommitUse  appointed 
by  the  Me^icjil  Board  to  consider  and  reply  to  said  letter. 

"  On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  ordered  for  transmis^iion  to 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  after  having  received  the  signa- 
tores  of  the  President  and  Secretarj-. 

"John  T.  Mctcalfe,  M.  D.,  Secretary  pro  lem.  to  the 
Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  Hotjpital. 

"New  York,  December,  1B56." 
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"REPORT  ON    PROSTITCTION  AND  8TPBIUS. 

"To  Isaac  Townse.vd,  Esq.,  Pru.si<leiit  of  the  Hoard  ( 
of  Governors  of  tlic  Alins-honse.  t 

"  Tn  answer  to  your  inquiries,  the  Medical  Board  of  Beilevue  Hospital 
respectfully  reply, 

'"  That  they  caused  a  census  of  the  Hospital  to  be  taken  on  the  24th 
October  last,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  pn)]iortion  of  the  patients 
had  siifiiTed  fniru  venereiil  di^jasi!!!.  Fnmi  tliat  ctiumenition  they  learn 
thiit  out  iif  477  ]nr»(jii!^  then  under  medical  and  wirgicul  treatnieiit,  14*2.  or 
about  one  ctiinj,  had  Ix-eii  so  uficctcd.  In  the  several  divisions  of  the  house 
the  uunilHTs  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

"  Of    T2  leuiules  ou  the  surgical  side,  17,  or  1  in  4'24. 

"Of  13(1  females  on  the  me<iieal  side,  17,  or  1  in  8  nearly. 

"  Of  118  males  on  the  mimical  side,  45,  or  1  in  2'6. 

"Of  127  males  on  the  surgical  side,  63,  i>r  1  in  2. 
So  tliat  out  of  245  males  then  under  treiitmeiit,  108,  or  1  in  2"27,  had  had 
some  form  of  venereal  disea-se  ;  uijd  amonji  202  females,  34.  or  1  in  6,  had 
been  similarly  affect<'(l. 

"  Of  tlie  whole  diiiiiImt  who  eonfes.«(!d  that  they  had  had  affections  of  this 
class,  ion  tiiid  li;id  syphilis,  and  'M't  ii;iil  liml  ;:onorrliLea. 

"  Of  the  lOti  vvliK  had  had  syjihili;',  .')3,  or  just  one  half,  were  still  lnl>or- 
ing  under  the  influence  of  the  poison  with  which  they  had  been  inoculated, 
in  many  instances,  yejirs  before. 

"As  almost  all  these  jwtients  were  admitted  for  other  diseases,  or  with 
affections  which  the  phvsiciun  alone  would  recognize  as  the  remote  cflects 
of  sy})hilis,  it  is  perhaps  fair  to  asnime  that  they  represent,  with  some  ex- 
aggeration, the  class  of  society  fmm  which  they  come. 

"  The  Boanl  has  Khmi  Hivored  with  the  census  ol'the  New  York  Hiwpi- 
tal  (Broadway),  tiiken  for  the  purpose  of  useertuiiiing  the  |iro|K)ition  of 
syphilitic  uises  among  the  patients  of  that  institution;  from  which  it  ap- 
jiears  that  the  whole  numlter  of  ftatients  on  the  8th  of  Dectiubor  was  233, 
and  that  9il  of  that  number  had  had  venereal  disease,  and  37  wiTe  then 
under  treatment  for  the  same  affections  recently  contracted.  Cnunting  the 
old  cases  alone,  most  of  which  were  admitted,  probably,  for  other  disea.scis 
this  proportion  considerably  exeewls  that  above  recorded  for  Beilevue  Hos- 
pital, it  being  as  high  as  1  in  2'35.  It  is  proper,  however,  in  thi*  om- 
nection  to  state  that  the  returns  for  Beilevue  Hospital  are  believed  to  bo  in- 
complete. They  are  leased  in  a  considerable  degree  on  the  confessions  of  the 
patients;  and  it  is  known  that  many,  especially  among  the  women,  have 
denied  any  contamination,  when  facts,  subsequently  developed,  have  sliown 
that  their  .statements  were  not  trae. 

"  Is  it  to  be  believed,  then,  that  one  in  three,  or  even  one  in  four,  of  that 
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large  class  of  our  population  whose  circumstances  compol  them  to  seek  the 
OWii^ionul  aid  of  medical  charities,  are  tainted  with  venereal  poistin  '.  This 
the  Medieiil  Hoard  do  not  think  they  aru  authorizwl  to  .--tiite.  But  the  t"act« 
here  eite<l,  and  others  within  their  reiich,  jiL-jtity  ihein  in  .saving  that  vene- 
real diseases  prevail  to  au  alarming  extent  among  the  jmor  of  the  uity.  The 
large  number  of  women  sent  by  the  {tolioe  uourtM  to  be  treated  for  these  dis- 
eases at  the  Penitcntiaiy  Hottpital  would  alone  be  sufficient  evidence  of  this. 
Yet  such  j)ersons  constitute  but  a  muixW  proportion  of  th<jse  who,  even  among 
the  poor,  suffer  from  tbei«  disorders.  Dispensary  physicians,  and  those  in 
private  practice,  can  show  a  much  longer  list  of  the  victims  of  impure  inter- 
courM'. 

"  But  the  disease  is  not  coiifiued  to  tliis  class.  The  advertisemeut«  which 
crowd  the  iiewsfiapers,  introduced  by  men  who '  confine  tlieir  pnietii-e  to  one 
class  of  disea.se,  in  which'  tlicy  '  have  treated  twenty  thousand  ca.ses,'  more 
or  k-ss,  denKinstrate  how  large  is  the  comjMiny  of  irregulars  who  live  and 
grow  ricli  on  the  harvest  of  these  gnipcs  of  Sodom.  And  yet  their  long  list 
of '  unfortunates'  would  disoluae  but  a  fraction  of  the  evil  among  those  who 
are  able  U}  jmy  for  medical  services.  The  Medical  Boaitl  are  unable  to  state 
what  pR))Kirtioii  of  the  income  of  regular  and  qualified  physicians  in  this  city 
is  derived  from  the  treutmeut  of  venereal  digcflses,  but  they  know  it  is  large, 
and  that  many  who  never  advertise  their  skill  receive  nini-e  fn)ni  this  source 
than  froui  all  other  sources  togethcT.  They  lielieve  that  there  is  no  one 
among  the  unavoidable  diseases,  however  prevalent,  for  the  tniutmeut  of 
which  the  Well-to-do  citiiiens  of  New  York  [tay  one  half  so  umch  as  they 
pay  to  be  relieved  from  tlie  cons«iuence8  of  their  illicit  plea."*ure8. 

"The  city  hills  of  mortality  give  little  infonnation  regarding  the  fre- 
quency of  venereal  afl'ections.  Lues  Venerea  keeps  its  place  in  the  tables, 
and  counts  its  score  or  two  of  deaths  annually.  Although  this  class  of  dis- 
orders is  not  frei|uently  fatal,  except  among  children,  it  is  credited  with  only 
a  fraction  of  the  work  it  actually  [i*n4b!nw.  The  physician  dooa  not  foel 
calletl  ujKin,  in  his  R-tum  of  the  caii-ses  nf  death,  to  brand  his  jMitieut's  mem- 
ory with  di.sgr.ice,  or  to  record  an  aceusatiou  aguiuijt  near  rehittves.  During 
infancy  the  real  disease  is  bunMt  under  such  terms  us  Marasmus,  Atrophia, 
Infantile  Debility,  or  Inflammation,  while  in  adults,  Inflammation  of  the 
Throat,  I'hageiiieua,  Ulceration,  Scrofula,  and  the  like,  take  the  roj^iousibil- 
ity  of  the  death. 

"  These  affections  are  strictly  what  the  advertisers  denominate  them, 
'  private  di»eiL>!es' — a  leprosy  which  the  '  unfortunate'  a!w.iys  striven  to  con- 
ceal, and,  so  long  as  it  spares  his  speech  and  countenance,  usually  succeeds 
in  concealing.  The  physician  is  liis  only  confidant,  and  the  physician  re- 
fers all  to  the  class  of  *  innocent  secret*<,'  which  are  not  to  be  revealed.  The 
public,  therefore,  know  little  of  the  prevalence  of  such  diseases,  and  still  leas 
of  the  fearful  ravages  they  are  capable  of  making. 
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"  Still,  as  haw  been  just  said,  jtyjihllis  is  not  often  the  ininiodiate  cause  of 
death  iu  adults.  After  it8  first  local  eftects  arc  over  and  these,  though 
generally  mild,  are  swroetinies  frighttul-  tlie  poison  linger?)  in  the  Bysteni 
ready  to  brtnik  out  on  any  provocation  in  wtnie  one  of  it,<  niuny  disgusting 
niauilestalioti«,  often  deforming  and  branding  it«  victim,  threatening  life 
and  making  it  a  Iwrden,  and  yet  refiising  the  p«H>r  consolation  of  a  grave. 
Like  the  vulture  which  fed  on  the  entrails  of  tlie  t<K)  unioroui*  Tityus,  it  tor- 
tures and  consumes,  but  is  slow  to  destroy,  and  often  'iti<  visible  brand,  like 
the  scarlet  badge  once  woni  by  the  adulteress,  proclaims  a  lasting  disgrace. 
The  protracted  suffering  of  mind  and  Ixjdy  produced  by  this  class  of  distem- 
{«!¥,  the  ever-changing  and  often  loathsome  form  of  their  scfoiijiiry  acci- 
dents, and  the  almost  irradicablc  chanictcr  of  tin-  poison,  seem  almost  to 
ju-stify  an  old  opinion,  suuctioued  by  a  papal  bull  as  late  as  1826,  that  these 
diseases  arc  an  avenging  plague,  ap])ointed  by  Heaven  as  a  .s|)eciul  punish- 
ment for  a  special  sin. 

"  Tlie  relentless  character  of  syphilitic  diseases  stands  out  in  painful  re- 
lief in  its  transmisi-ion  from  |>areut  to  offsjiring.  Here  it  la,  indeed,  that 
the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  edge,  beeausi^  the  fathers  have  eaten  sour 
grajies.  The  contaminated  husband  or  wife  is  left  tlm)ugh  years  of  child- 
lessness or  of  successive  bereavements,  to  nioiini  over  early  follies,  and  to 
repent  when  repentance  is  fruitless.  The  sy{)hilitic  man  or  woman  can 
hardly  become  the  jsirent  of  a  heaUhy  child. 

"  A  young  man  has  imbibod  the  contagion  ;  it  has  become  constitution- 
al. .\fter  a  few  weeks,  or  nmnthis  perhaps,  of  treatment,  the  visible  signs 
of  the  disease  no  longer  tonuent  him.  He  has  contracted  a  matrimonial 
alliance,  and  soon  marries  a  healthy  and  virtuous  woman.  He  flatters  him- 
self that  he  is  cured.  .\  few  months  suffice  to  give  him  painful  prmof  of 
his  errnr,  for  then  his  growing  hopes  of  paternity  are  suddenly  blasted.  In- 
stead of  the  child  of  his  hojies  he  sees  a  shriveled  and  leprous  corpse.  This 
is  but  tlie  first  in  a  series  of  similar  misfortunes.  He  has  |X)isoned  the 
fruit  of  his  loins,  and  again  and  again,  and  still  again,  it  tklLs  withered  and 
dead.  -\t  length  nature  seems  to  have  triiuuphed  over  this  foe  to  domestic 
happiness,  and  the  parents'  hearts  are  gladdened  by  the  sight  of  a  living 
child.  Their  joy  is  short-lived.  The  child  is  feeble  and  sickly,  and  in  a 
few  days  or  weeks  another  death  is  added  to  tlie  penance  list  of  the  hum- 
bled and  grieving  fatlier. 

"This  mouniful  story  will  need  no  essential  changes  in  the  uarratioo, 
should  the  [loison  of  impure  intercourse,  legitimate  or  illicit,  linger  in  the 
veins  of  the  mother. 

"A  child  of  such  a  connection  may  be  bom  in  apparent  health,  but  be- 
fore six  months  have  passed,  some  one  of  the  numerous  forms  of  in&ntile 
syphilis  will  be  likely  to  npjiear  and  threaten  its  life.  In  the  contest  which 
follows  between  disease  and  the  treatment,  the  physician  is  commonly  vie- 
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torioim,  but  the  contest  "ih  in  many  cases  protntcted,  and  often  it  is  to  be  re- 
newed again  and  again.  And  after  all,  it  is  not  believed  tbut  children 
thus  tainted  at  their  birth  uftcn  grow  up  and  acquire  that  degree  of  health 
»nd  vigor  which  is  piipuhirly  ascribed  to  a  pood  conalilitlion. 

•'  These  are  facts  familiar  to  physicians  pnicticing  in  large  towns.  But 
the  history  of  inherited  syphilis  is  not  complete.  If.  in  the  case  just  recited, 
the  wife  escape  c<intaiuinatinn  frttni  her  husliauJ  and  her  uulxirti  child,  yet 
the  sad  oonsef|uenccs  of  tiiut  hiislmiiil's  folly  arc  nut  yet  ixlmnsted.  That 
toiute<l  child,  now  a  sickly  nursling  at  her  breast,  has  a  venom  in  its  ulcer- 
att-d  lips  which  can  inoculate  the  mother  witli  its  own  loathsome  jx)ison, 
while  it  draws  its  siisteniince  from  the  sjicreil  tVnriitain  of  inftintilc  life.  But 
this  is  iKit  all.  These  little  imioecnts  souH'tiiiios  spn-ad  their  (lis<!asc  thnmsrh 
the  wlmle  circle  of  those  who  bestow  on  tliem  tlieir  cure  and  kindness.  The 
contagion  s|)reads  thnmgh  the  use  of  the  same  spoon,  tlie  same  linen,  and 
even  by  that  hijrhest  token  of  affection,  ii  kiss.  It  has  been  known  that  a 
siu^li"  dtseastsl  child  has  contitminated  its  mother,  a  hinid  nurs<!,  and, 
through  that  nurse,  the  nurse's  child,  atid,  in  addition  to  these,  the  hus- 
baiid's  mother  and  the  mother's  sister.  Such  are  sometimes  the  weighty 
couscqueaces  of  a  single  error.  ^    -    _-^"'  "-    ^.       ,  _.^ 

y^'  PREVKNTIOK. 

"  That  tlift  great  sou»ie  of  the  venereal  poison  is  prostitution,  requires  no 
argument.  The  fir«<^Hnestion,  then,  to  hi>  answcrw),  is,  Tan  prostitution  Iw 
prevented  '.  In  •iisweririi:  this  (piestion,  it  is  neiiessary  to  remeniinT  that 
the  history  of  "He  world  demonstrjttes  tho  existence  of  this  viue  in  all  ages, 
and  among  'H  natioas,  since  the  day  its  first  pajfes  were  written.  The  ap- 
petite whih   incites  it  has  always  been  stronger  than  morul  restraints 

stronger'liun  the  law.     No  rigor  of  punishment,  no  violem-e  of  public  de- 
Dunciitf*>"  ;   neither  exile,  nor  the  dungeon,  nor  jet  the  disgusting  malady 
with^ich  nature  punishes  the  practice  has  ever  effected  Its  extemjination, 
eveyfor  a  single  year.     Great  as  this  evil  has  always  lieen,  it  can  not  he 
da|IIv<l  that  in  our  own  time  some  ..f  the  accidents  of  what  is  called  the 
fmresa  of  tociely  teiiil,  at  least  in  large  towns,  greatly  to  increase  it.     The 
tpenses  of  living  are  every-  where  the  great  obstacle  to  early  marriages, 
rbether  such  exjx-nses  lie  [jositively  netessar)-  or  be-  diMiuinde.]  by  tin-  social 
rpsition  of  the  individual,  the  fashion  of  his  cla.ss,  and  therefore  become 
relatively  necessary.     Wherever  these  exjtenses  incnast^  more  rajtidly  than    ' 
the  rewards  of  labor,  marriage  becomes  irafiossible  for  a  constantly  Incnsising 
number,  or  can  only  be  purchased  at  the  prict;  of  social  position.     But  ab- 
stinence fhnn  marriage  does  not  abolish  or  moderate  the  natural  apfietites. 
The  great  low  of  nature  on  which  the  existence  of  the  raet>  depends  is  not 
abmgiit*^!  by  any  artificial  stjite  of  society.     Moral  or  religious  principles 
will  restrain  its  operations  iu  some;  human  laws  in  st.nie;  the  fejir  of  c«>n- 
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B(><|uence8  in  sonif ;  yet  there  alway*  h»vv  Vtecti,  Htid  probably  always  will 
l»e.  many  of  both  sexes  who  are  not  rustraitiwl  by  any  <A'  these  cousiilei'a- 
tions.  These  have  sustained,  and  probably  will  continue  to  sustain,  not 
only  prostitution  but  houses  of  pra^titution,  in  the  faee  of  every  human  law. 
Suppressed  in  one  form,  it  ininiedtately  assumes  another.  Again  [nirsued, 
it  retreats  to  hiding-places  where  darkness  and  secrecy  pttituct  it  fruni  the 
pursuer. 

"  Severe  penalties  have  heretofore  only  increased  the  evils  of  prostitution. 
If  a  hiuulred  women  are  eonsigiied  to  prison  for  this  vice  to-day,  Ijefure  a 
month  hiLs  ela[>sed  a  liimdred  uion;  have  taken  their  places,  and  the  hundred, 
though  punished,  are  not  reformed.  Ini|)elled  by  a  love  of  their  protessjou, 
or  wmie  by  the  passion  to  emulate  the  more  fortunate  of  their  sex  in  the 
finery  of  drcs'*  (a  [lassion  which  first  occa.sioneii  their  fall),  many  h)  want, 
and  all  by  a  .sense  that  they  are  outca.«tji,  they  am  no  .sHiiier  liberateii  than 
they  return  with  new  iseal  to  the  life  from  which  they  have  been  detiiined 
oulv  by  foroe.  Severe  laws  cotn^iel  secrecy  ;  they  cjaii  do  no  more.  When 
prostitution  is  ertmiual,  disease,  if  known  tn  nthers.  is  a  pru-tical  convic- 
tion. Under  .such  circumstances  the  contaminated  will  U-  slow  to  c>>nfea8 
disease,  and  so u-.;>iicct  tliem.selves  to  punishment.  Yet  their  (i(i.<<$ions  and 
their  necessitie-s  alike  forbid  evcr^-v  "^..mporarv  abstinence.  They  spread  dis- 
ease without  limit. 

"  Under  this  fact  liw  an  important  thought.     Vte.^^c  it  no  more  disgrace- 
ful to  contract  sviihilis  than  it  is  to  Lave  fever  and  agin.. ,  ^^^^,  .limawed  would 
peek  cJirly  adief,  which  is  nearly  equivalent  to  certain  reli.-..j^  ^„,j  tf,^.  jij^^- 
der  woidd  soon  l)e  confine<i  to  the  pitiable  6'W  who  have  lost  ..:,,  Jrunkenneas 
and  uii.M;ry  the  instinctive  dread  of  all  that  is  foul  and  di.sgustn.  ,^  j,^  fK>n*in- 
al  disease.     Prostitution,  it  is  true,  would  then  he  restnn'<l  to  its  i  ,|j  R„„,a„ 
dignity,  yet  ventrtal  dutam  could  then  bt  ytachtd,  and  all  but  e>  ^i^ated. 
But  a  respectable  syphilis  does  not  kdung  \^y  our  age  and  nation.       j^  ^^^ 
caste  in  the  U-giniiing,  and  its  exjiloits  in  mo«lorn  times  have  not  bec^j  ^f^ 
character  to  win  it  friends.     The  Kup])Ositi()n  Jiims  only  to  show,  by  '•  ^^^ 
trast,  the  evils  of  well-intcuded,  but  protjably  injudicious  legi!<lation.     Iv^ 
garding  luiins  :inil  jtcnalties  :   if  the  whip,  confi.si-ation,  and  Iwni.sbmeut,  l-^ 
the  hands  of  ("harloniague  and  St.  L< mi.-,  aided  by  a  right  good  will  and  all. 
the  flowers  of  a  military  despotism,  could  not  sujipres*  pmstitution,  or  even 
prevent  the  o|iening  of  bouses  of  prostitution  ;  if  jiena!  laws  in  Knro|n'.  from 
the  days  of  thcs<'  earnest  princes*  until  now.  have  utterly  faileil  "f  their  ol)- 
ject,  as  they  not<iriou!-ly  have,  it  is  fair  to  a.sk  how  niurh  more  can  pr.ihilv- 
itorj-  laws  accomplish  in  a  eountrj-  where  the  right  of  private  judgment  and 
persional  liU^rty  in  speech  and  action  are  the  ver>-  foundation  of  the  body 
politic  ?     They  have  hitherto  been  ineffectual.     In  spite  of  such  laws,  the 
vice  is  increa.sing.     In  cotiseqtunn  of  muh  Imps,  il»  tnoal  enormoiu  {iliifxical 
tvil  it  ertendiiii!;  its  bideful  injhience  thiv«ii;h  every  rank  and  circle  of  tod- 
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ely.  It  if)  KtiH  uiuphatically  the  plague  of  the  poor ;  it  still  brings  aorrow 
and  misery  t«:i  the  firesides  of  the  ufHuent  and  titleti. 

"  A  Utopian  view  of  the  pertcctihilit}-  of  man  might  look  for  the  reme- 
dv  to  this  evil  in  univcrsid  early  marriages,  in  donie.stie  happiness,  and  iu  a 
nniveisal  uioml  sense  which  will  ooni|)el  men  and  women  to  keep  their 
marriage  vows.  But,  taking  man  as  he  is,  we  Gml  the  tideti  of  Hoeietv  set 
with  constantly  increasing  strength  against  eurlv'  marriages;  that  dnmeatio 
Lappiness  is  not  sj'nonynioiis  with  marriage,  whether  early  nr  late  ;  and  that 
the  moral  semie  which  should  teach  all  men  to  obser\'e  even  their  a>lema 
promises  would  l>e  miracul<lll^.  For  thest>  things  the  law  has  done  all  that 
haa  lieen  thought  v/lsi:  Co  attempt,  probably  all  that  it  can  do. 

"  But  it  may  be  askeil,  If  government  has  the  power  to  relieve  society  of 
the  vice  i>f  dmnkeiniess,  why  des-puir  of  its  jMiwer  regiirding  prostitution? 
In  reply  it  may  Vie  asked  if  the  drunkanl  himx'lf  is  ever  cured  of  his  vi- 
cious apfietite  by  jienalties !  The  statut<.'  ilcsjmirs  of  this.  It  even  recog- 
niies  its  inability  to  prevent  the  sale  of  intuxiaiting  drinks  while  they  ex- 
ist ;  it  therefore  claims  the  right  to  seize  and  destroy  them.  Can  it  seize 
on  and  de,-tmy  the  inborn  passion  which  fills  and  siijijuirts  house.s  of  prosti- 
tution ?     Then  it  v.\n  not  do  for  the  one  what  it  hojK's  to  do  for  the  other. 

'•  Again :  the  supprewion  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  have  been  cited 
in  this  connection  as  illustrating  the  power  of  law.  In  trespass,  theft, 
Tiolcnce,  or  fniud,  some  one  is  wrouiwd ;  and  those  who  have  been  injureil 
seek  to  bring  thi'  oftcndcr  to  jiLstieo.  Here  ihcre  is  no  aggrieved  person. 
All  who  are  iu  interest  are  so  in  interest  that  they  deprecatt;  the  interfer- 
ence of  all  law,  except  what  tliey  claim  to  believe  is  the  law  of  Nature. 

"But  is  there  no  ho(n-  in  the  si»'ti-tie«  of  moral  refonn  ?  For  the  sup- 
pregsion,  or  even  rlni-king  of  the  general  vice,  none  whatevej-.  The  aaso- 
eistion  in  New  Voik  deserves  much  praise  for  its  zealoits  benevolence.  They 
have  brouglil  back  some  of  these  erring  women  to  the  patlis  of  virtue,  but 
they  have  done  no  more  to  stop  tlie  com-rit  of  prostitution  than  he  <i>uld  do 
to  6jj  up  the  current  of  the  Iliidson  who  dips  water  with  a  bucket.  In 
truth  it  way  lie  said  that  the  paths  of  \  irtue  have  been  found  to  be  slip- 
pery phices  for  some  that  would  Ik'  thought  ifinverts.  Wisdom's  ways  have 
been  found  too  jicacct'u!  for  ihesi.'  ilaughters  of  excitement.  This  is  said  in 
no  spirit  of  dis])aragemcnt  to  the  efforts  of  the  society.  They  may  well  be 
proud  of  what  they  have  done.  But  it  is  said  to  show  how  little  the  kind- 
est and  the  liest  can  do  to  reclaim  those  who  have  oncv  falK-n  fmtu  virtue 
and  honor. 

"I>et  the  great  fact,  then,  ha  well  understood,  that  prohibitory  measure* 
have  always  faile<l,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  casl^  nnist  forever  fail  ti> 
Buppresti  prostitution. 

"I>>t  this  additional  fact,  illustrated  in  the  foregoing  remark,  l)e  well 
onnsidered,  that  {letialties  do  not  reform  the  offender,  but  that  they  cnf  in-ti 


872 


HISTOKY  OF  PROSTITUTION. 


secrecv  in  the  offense,  and  silence  regarding  its  i-onKctiuences,  which  is  a 
chief  cause  of  the  present  wide  diffa*!iotr  nf  the  venereal!  poison. 

*'  What,  then,  is  the  proper  province  of  legislation  in  this  imjiortant 
matter  ? 

"  The  wise  lawgiver  does  not  attempt  irapoesibilities.  He  knows  that 
laws  which  experience  has  demonstruted  can  not  be  enforced,  teach  dixrei- 
Hpect  and  disobedjence  to  nil  luw.  He  knows  that  Lmnari  passions  can  not 
be  changed  by  huumu  legisUitioii.  He  knows  that,  if  he  attempt  the  im- 
possible greater  in  the  control  of  \ice,  he  is  certain  to  neglect  the  jtossible 
and  irajKjrtant  less.  He  knows  that  the  river  will  not  cea.so  to  flow  at  his 
toiumand.  If  it  overflows  and  desolates,  he  raisen  its  banks  and  dikes  in 
the  fluotl  to  prevent  a  general  inundation.  For  liiindreAs  of  year>  tht-  gov- 
ernment* of  Europe  have  tried  iu  vain  to  div  u{>  tlie  souretsi  i>t  prostitution  ; 
with  the  opening  of  the  present  century  they  began  to  dike  in  the  river  and 
prevent  avoidable  mischief.  For  a  long  time  we  too  have  had  laws  aguiiLst 
prostitution,  which,  with  every  pro[>er  vffon  on  the  [rnrt  of  thase  in  auth>>ri- 
ty,  have  proved  as  iweless  as  ihoso  who  live  by  this  illicit  traflic  could  de- 
aire — as  niisehievoiw  in  sjtreading  disease  as  the  <iuack  advertiser  ct)uld  wish. 
Is  it  not  time,  then,  to  imjiiire  whether  we  have  not  attempted  t<x>  much  ; 
whether,  if  we  attempt  lejis,  we  shall  not  aeeomjilish  more  f  May  we  nut  be 
able  to  limit  and  control  what  wc  have  not  the  fiower  to  jirevent  i  If  we 
can  not  do  all  that  a  large  benevolence  might  wish  to  ueeoniplish.  in  the 
name  of  hinnanity  is  it  not  our  duty  to  do  what  is  useful  and  practicable 
— all  that  is  jKissible  ( 

"  Wliile  the  Medical  Board  are  persuaded  that  by  a  chant'e  of  policy,  such 
as  is  suggested  by  the  facta  and  n-asons  hen^with  submitted,  much  can  be 
done  to  limit  and  control  prostitution,  and  nnieli  more  toward  the  eradica- 
tion of  venereal  diseases,  they  are  not  yet  jirejaired  to  offer  the  details  of  a 
plan  by  wliich  they  hope  these  imjwrtant  ends  can  lie  attaineil.  With  the  a,s- 
si>tanee  of  the  Hoard  ol  Guveniors,  they  are  now  iu  corresjuindenct'  with  the 
metlieal  nflieers  of  many  of  the  larger  citiw  of  Europi',  where  restrictive 
mea.«ure.s  have  replaced  prohibitory.  When  they  have  obtaine<l  the  infor- 
mation which  they  hope  this  correspondence  will  furnish,  they  will  ask  leave 
to  submit  a  supplementary  report. 

"John  W.  Francis. M.  D,, President 

"John  T.  Metcalfe,  M.  D.,  Secretary piv  tern. 

"  Note. — II  L-  bclieviMt  tlml  not  far  frivm  len  per  cent,  of  the  inmates  of  Bellcv-ue 
Hospital  arc  nUniitied  for  iitieciinns  »'hi(:li  hiivp  iheir  ori|:;in  remotely  in  vencn-al 
disease.  A  rertntn  fnrni  of  rhmmuiisni,  cTrtniii  intlammniions  of  the  throat,  eves 
bone*,  and  joints;  strictare  niul  eutaneoiis  craptions  nre  the  mrwt  commoii  diseiiscs 
i>f  this  cla.-iR.  What  proportion,  if  any,  of  rhosc  who  suffer  from  scrofnia  and  scrof- 
aloiu  intlammatiuns,  from  >-i)iLsunipti>»n  and  uthcr  rhronic  ilisoiUiOA,  oru  iheir  pres- 
enl  illnes.i  Id  ii  lonstiiutionul  •ypliiUtii-  vice,  inherited  ur  uriiuirvd,  there  are  no 
means  nf  (Ictorminiinr  <flti*fiiri(irily." 
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"Report  of  Doctor  11.  N.  WniTrELSEV,  Rtndtut  Phyticiau  of  RandaWi 

Inland,  in  ansivrr  to  certain  tj'ierien  tif  Isaao  Townsend,  £sq.,  Govtriuir 

of  llir.  Atinii-koiuif.,  tij)OH  Co)utilutional  Syphilis  : 

•'  Nc-w  York.  Xovcmhpr  28,  IS."..".. 

"  Pear  Sir,  Froiti  rejieatwl  conversations  with  you,  1  am  led  to  believe 
that  many  iJiseases  incidental  to  the  ehildren  on  Riindtill'H  Inland  niiiy  pmp- 
eriy  be  tnused  to  parents  who  are  affected  with  conntitutioual  syphilis. 
Please  give  lue  jour  views  as  to  the  following  qnestioas  as  early  as  10th 
December. 

"  I.  Ainoni^  the  children  under  your  care,  to  wimt  extent  does  inherited 
jiyphilis  exist  ( 

"  2.  Under  whut  form  does  coustitutionul  8yi»hilis  present  itself,  and  what 
diseases  are  attributahle  to  it.-<  t.iiut  ? 

"3.  Are  not  thechikiivn  of  jiarents  th\is  affected  unhealthy,  scrofulouii, 
Bubject  to  diseases  of  the  eye,  joints,  etc.  i 

"  Very  respectfully,  Isaac  Townsend,  Governor  A.  H. 

"Doctor  H.  N.  WiiiTTKLstv,  liesident  I'livbiciuii,  K.  1." 

•■Hiin<l"M'-  Mnnd,  Dec  24,  185S. 
"  Isaac  Townsend,  Ksq.,  President  of  the  Board  ( 
of  Governors  of  the  Alms- (rouse.  1 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  regard  to  the  interrugutories  contained  in  your  note  of 
•  recent  ilutc  on  the  subject  of  hereditary  sj'philis,  I  have  the  honor  to 
reply: 

"  1.  Regarding  its  prevalence'.  It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  nine  tenths 
of  all  diseases  treated  in  this  hospital  duriLig  the  past  five  yeai-s  have  Ix-en 
of  constitutional  origin,  and  for  the  most  \>art  hereditary.  Thej-e  disea-ses 
assume  a  variety  of  forms,  and  involve  nearly  every  structure  of  the  body, 
terminating  in  ea<:hexia,  mnnismiLs,  phagedsena,  etc.,  etc.  Tlie  exact  pro- 
portion which  hereditary  syphilis  bears  to  this  sum  of  constitutional  de- 
pravity can  Dot  be  stateil  with  jic-curucy  for  the  following  reasons: 
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"Children  arc  admitt<?d  to  tlii:^  iiitititiititui  U'twwii  twu  and  fifteen  years 
of  Age,  thus  tliruwiti^  mit  of  the  ciitegoiy  iiif'iiiitiin  Hyjihilis*  in  all  its  fiinus; 
and  except  in  lew  ejist-s,  sliowinj.'  none  of  its  >f>eeific  ihariicti'ri.stiff,  having 
been  niiKli&ed  liv  appropriule  treacuient,  but  iimnite!it.s  itfself  b^  general  cun- 
stitutioiial  depravity,  and  determines  a  great  variety  of  diseums*,  enibrHu- 
ing  nearly  every  form  of  skin  disease,  affection  of  the  muwiw  nieuibntnes  and 
their  dejieiideneies,  diseuses  of  the  eye  and  ear,  of  the  bones,  cj,|ieeialtv  of 
joints,  etc.,  proving  the  prolific  and  lamentable  sourw;  of  uiuny  of  the  dis- 
eases incident  t<i  ehildreii  of  thecliiss  presented  in  this  iustitutiou.  Making, 
then,  due  allnwiiiiee  fur  its  niasketl  fomi,  in  wiiieh  the  eoiiseijuences  of  in- 
herited syphilis  appear  in  this  institution,  together  witli  the  abstaiee  of  the 
previous  history  both  of  juitients  and  parents,  it  is  believed  au  approximate 
OKtiniatu  may  be  made  of  the  part  wliieh  tliis  uialady  liears  to  the  sum  of 
oonstitutioual  disease.  Froui  the  fiiregoiiig  f-Mt,-,  luid  fiinu  eiuefid  i»liservatiou 
during  the  past  few  years  in  this  bninth  of  tlie  Ahus-Louse  I*ej»urtiueut,  it 
np[>ears  that  human  degradation  \s  the  gonroc  of  the  Htreum  of  ]Ni!Iution  sup- 
plying this  luispitid  with  diseas*-;  and  further,  that  of  all  the  vi«'s  which 
make  up  the  sum  totid  of  depravity,  both  nionil  and  p)liysical.  jinit^titiition 
and  its  coiLse((«enc«»  furnish  the  larger  proportion. 

''Here  we  have  the  sad  ]iieture  prcst'Uted  of  a  large  number  of  children 
dinime<l  to  an  early  gnive,  or  t()  hiealhe  out  their  niisei-able  existence  bear- 
ing a  liiathsonie  disease,  carrying  the  pienalties  of  vice  of  which  tliey  them- 
selves are  innocent,  lieitig  a  genenitiou  eontamitiatwf,  and  eajmbie  only  of 
contaminating  in  turn. 

"  In  the  almvo  sketch  I  have  eonfincd  niy  8tatemeiit  to  sy])hilis  as  mani- 
festj-d  in  the  Nursery  Hospital,  wliere  the  average  numlier  of  cases  of  dis- 
ease treated  a  about  two  thmisiiud.  Fr<im  tliis  field  is  excluded  every 
variety  of  the  dii^ease  except  the  one,  viz.,  constitutional  syphilis  affecting 
children  after  having  been  mixlified  by  tre^ttuteut  in  the  infant. 

"  H.  N.  WHriTELSEV,  M.  D." 

It  hits  bi'cn  stated  already  tliiit  tin'  inruriiiittimi  obtaiufd  in  the 
tMJursf  of  this  investigation  i.t,  to  a  very  great  degre«>,  undoubtedly 
reliable ;  but  a  lew  word.s  inure  in  ivference  to  the  sjinie  siibje«!l 
will  not  be  out  of  place,  if  we  consider  the  iinpt>rtaiico  such  inf<>r- 
matioti  assumes  when  it  is  made  the  btisis  of  serious  deduction. 
These  wiiiiit'ii  were  o.xaininetl  .singly  and  alone,  and  a  jH^rson  who 
hits  l>een  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  in  any  particular  inquiry 
is  able,  bv  his  experienee,  to  judge  whether  his  informants  are 
8i)eaking  the  truth  in  their  replies.  For  this,  among  other  reasons, 
we  are  satisfied  that  in  almost  every  caac  there  was  no  deception 
practiced,  but  thjit  the  .tnswers  obt.'iined  were  true  in  all  essential 
point.s.    Another  evidenw  of  corretrtnes.s  is  the  ilegree  of  congrui- 
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ty  that  characterized  the  greater  part  of  the  replies.  Farther  than 
this:  a  reference  to  the  (juesitions  themselves  (sis  reprinted  in 
chapter  XXXII.)  will  show  that  they  were  so  arranged  that  false- 
hoods would  be  ciLsily  detected  unless  very  carefully  contrived  be- 
fore the  time  <if  exioniriatiuii,  of  which  those  examined  had  no 
notice,  and  consei^ueutly  no  opportunity  for  fraud  or  deception 
could  possibly  exist. 

It  is  not  deniwl  that  there  were  man}-  difficulties  to  be  encoun- 
tered, althougli  the  mode  of  openttion  was  simple.  It  may  be 
briefly  described  as  follows.  The  captain  of  each  police  district 
(and  oftentimes  the  writer  with  him)  explained  his  object  to  the 
keeiM^r  of  the  house,  assuring  her  that  there  wiis  no  intention  to 
imnoy,  harass,  or  expose  her;  and,  particularly,  that  no  jin^secu- 
tions  should  be  based  upon  any  information  thus  collected.  This 
latt>.T  promi.si'  w;l<  sup]H)rted  by  a  letter  from  a  higli  legal  func- 
tionary addressed  to  the  Mayor  and  Police  Department,  assuring 
them  that  the  particulars  they  collected  should  not  be  used  in  any 
manner  [)rejudici;d  to  the  women  themselves,  as  it  was  l^elieved 
that  a  collection  of  the  necessary  information  required  by  such 
a  work  as  the  present  would  be  ]>r<Mluetive  of  good  to  the  city. 
When  satisfied  upon  the  subject  of  prosecution,  they  were  told 
th.it  the  real  motive  was  to  obtain  correct  particulars  of  prostitu- 
tion without  exposing  individual  cases,  .so  as  to  enable  the  publio 
to  judge  of  its  extent,  and  assist  them  in  fonning  an  opinion  as  to 
the  necessity  of  arrangements  which  would  ultimately  become 
protective  to  onr  citizens  at  large,  as  well  as  to  housekeejiers  and 
courteaan.s,  and  many  of  the  housi^keejH'rs  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  design  might  be  accomplished.  Their  interests,  therefore,  led 
them  to  speak  the  trutli.  In  short,  from  the  precautions  taken, 
anil  from  the  result  itself,  verj-  little  doubt  can  be  entertained  as 
to  the  authenticity  of  the  principal  part  of  the  replies  on  all  essen- 
tial points;  and  uprm  this  consideration  these  replies  have  been 
made  the  basis  of  the  desiiriptiiui  and  remarks  ap*m  Prustiti'TION 
IN  New  York. 

The  task  is  e/)mpleted,  and  the  reader's  attention  may  be  invited 
to  the  various  facts  substiintiated,  as  embodied  iu  the  following 
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Thenvare  six  thousand  public  prostitutes  in  New  York. 

The  majority  of  these  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  years  old. 

Thn-e  eighths  of  them  were  boni  in  the  United  States. 


676 


HISTORY  Of  PROSTITUTION. 


Many  of  those  bom  abroad  came  here  poor,  to  improve  their 
condition. 

Education  in  at  a  very  low  standard  wit/i  them. 

One  fifth  of  them  are  married  women. 

One  half  ol  theiii  have  given  birth  to  children,  and  more  than 
one  half  of  these  children  are  illegitimate. 

The  ratio  (jf  mortality  among  children  of  prostitntes  is  four 
times  greater  than  the  ovdinai_)'  ratio  among  children  in  New 
York. 

Many  of  these  children  are  living  in  the  abodes  of  vice  and  ob- 
scenity. 

The  majority  of  these  women  have  been  prostitutes  for  less  than 
four  yeare. 

The  average  duration  of  a  prostitute's  life  is  only  four  years. 

Nearly  one  half  of  the  prostitutes  in  New  York  admit  that  they 
are  or  have  been  sufferers  from  syphilis. 

Seduction;  destitution;  ill  truitment  by  parents,  husbands,  or 
relatives ;  intemperance ;  and  bad  company,  are  the  main  causes  of 
prostitution. 

Women  in  this  city  have  not  sufficient  means  of  employment 

Their  t'lnployment  is  inadequately  remunerated. 

Till'  juisociations  of  many  employments  are  prejudicial  to  mo- 
rality. 

Six  sevenths  of  the  prostitutes  drink  intoxicating  liquors  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent. 

Parental  influences  induced  habits  of  intoxication. 

A  professtnl  respect  for  religion  is  common  among  them. 

A  capital  of  uenrly /itur  millions  of  dollars  is  invested  in  the  bus- 
inei^s  of  pro.'ititutiou. 

The  annual  expenditure  on  account  of  prostitution  is  more  than 
aecCTt  milliinia  of  dollars. 

Prohibitory  measures  have  signally  f^led  to  suppress  or  check 
prostitution. 

A  iieee.ssitv  cxi.sts  foj'  n^ime  action. 

Motives  of  policy  require  a  change  in  the  mode  of  procedure. 
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KEW    YORK    TO-DAY. 

Enimated  Number  of  Prostitutes. — Growth  of  the  City  Attended  with  Tncreaae 
of  Vice. — Ofllcial  Figures  and  Views, — Effects  of  AttemptetJ  Suppression. — 
Prostitution  and  the  Public  Ilealtli. — Syphilis  in  the  Flospituls. — The  St. 
Louis  Ex|>criment. — Its  Wholesome  Effects. — Why  the  Law  w«S  Repealed. — 
Divided  Public  Sentiment  as  to  Keeognizing  and  Regulating  Prostitution. 

The  investigation  of  the  subject  of  public  prostitution  in  tiie 
city  of  New  York,  the  results  of  which  are  given  in  the  ]>re- 
oeding  pages,  was  brought  to  a  close  in  1858.  The  population 
of  the  city  at  that  time  was  about  70(),00t),  ami  Dr.  Sanger 
placed  the  number  of  public  prostitutes  at  6,000,  or  one  in  every 
117  inhabitants.  According  to  the  last  State  census  (1892)  the 
population  of  the  city  was  about  1,800.000,  and,  if  the  increase 
of  ]irf)stitulion  has  kept  pace  with  the  city's  growth,  the  num- 
Ijer  of  those  constituting  the  appalling  roll  of  vice  at  the  present 
time  should  he,  in  nnind  numbers.  15.500.  But  those  figures, 
startling  as  they  are,  would  se<:'m  to  fall  far  short  of  the  calcu- 
lations of  many  intelligent  investigators  of  the  subject,  who 
place  the  nutnber  as  high  as  25,000  and  even  30,(t00.  The  lat- 
ter was  the  figure  given  by  a  high  |x>lice  official  about  a  year 
ago.  The  sensational  (estimate,  tacitly  accepted  bv  the  com- 
mittee of  the  State  Senate  during  its  late  inquiry,  putting  the 
nuinl)er  at  ,">0,OoO,  l)eiirs  on  its  face  the  mark  of  exiiggeration, 
as  it  would  show  one  prosliluto  in  every  3(1  inhabitants,  includ- 
ing men,  women,  and  children. 

An  attempt,  tit  the  present  time,  to  make  such  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  prostitutes  of  the  city  as  wjis  made  by  Dr.  Sanger 
in  1858  would,  for  several  reasons,  prove  tjuite  futile.  Even 
were  the  police  autiiorities  disposed  to  contribute  their  aid  to 
the  underliiking.  they  would  be  p>werless  to  j>erfortii  the  work 
intelligently,  since  recent  events  with  which  the  reader  is  famil- 
iar have  resulteiJ  in  driving  very  many  of  these  prostitutes  into 
liiding.  In  short,  o|)en  prostitution  and  the  existence  of  recog- 
nized  houses  of   prostitution,  as  in   185S,  are  now  oHicially 
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denied  by  the  police  as  a  body,  whatever  views  on  the  subject 
may  be  individually  entertained  by  them.  Superintendent 
Byrnes  has  only  to  say  :  "  There  is  no  record  of  these  people 
kept  in  this  department." 

*  If  we  accept  So.OOd  as  a  reasonable  estimate  of  the  number 
of  prostitutes  and  1,800,000  as  the  resident  jjopulation  of  the 
city,  we  have  a  showing  of  one  prostitute  in  about  every  55 
inhabitants.  But  those  constituting  the  resident  population  i>f 
New  York  are  by  no  means  the  only  patrons  of  New  York's 
prostitutes.  The  floating  jwpiilation  of  the  city,  always  lartje, 
and  made  up  chiefly  of  the  male  se.\,  away  fi-om  home  and 
home  influences,  contributes,  no  doubt,  more  largely  than  any 
other  element  to  the  support  of  these  women.  The  outlying' 
cities  and  larger  towns,  whore  there  are  few  or  no  public  pros- 
titutes, are  also  all  tributary  to  New  York  in  this  res{)ect,  just 
as  they  contribute  nightly  to  tlie  attendance  at  our  theiilres; 
and  in  view  of  these  facts  it  would  probably  be  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  the  30,000  prostitutes  of  New  York  are  main- 
tained by  a  population  of  4,00ii,000  or  even  5,000,i»0o  instead 
of  1,800,000.  When  we  consider  the  close  proximity  to  the 
metropolis,  to  its  theatres,  its  churches,  its  shops,  as  well  as  its 
haunts  of  vice,  of  such  cities  as  Brooklyn  and  Newark,  it 
speaks  little  or  nothing  for  the  superior  virtue  of  these  commu- 
nities that  they  are  not  infestetl  with  public  courtesjins  as  New 
York  is.  The  hundreds  of  thousands  who,  while  claiming  to 
1m?  residents  of  these  outlying  cities  an<l  towns,  daily  come  to 
tlie  inetrojTOlis  to  transact  their  business,  inust  necessiirily  con- 
tribute thousands  who  also  spend  nights  of  dissipation  here. 
They  are,  moreover,  quite  as  well  acquaintnl  with  the  ways  and 
byways  of  the  city  as  are  the  residents  of  our  uji-towu  wards. 
Nor  is  this  surrounding  population  less  a  contributor  to,  than 
it  is  a  j>atron  of,  the  prostitution  of  New  York.  The  woman 
whose  fall  from  virtue  occurs  in  the  smaller  town  naturally 
seeks  the  larger  city  in  whicli  to  lead  a  life  of  sin  ;  and  it  not 
infrefjut'iulv  occurs  that,  wliili)  jiractising  Jicr  cnlHng  liere,  .she 
is  still  known  to  and  |)atronized  by  lier  former  townsi»ei>ple 
who  were  her  associates  when  a  virtuous  girl.  Thus  the  vicious 
class  of  a  very  large  pojmlation  outside  of  New  York  becomes 
directly  a  charge  upon  tliis  city,  swelling  the  nunil)er  of  inmati-s 
first  of  our  fashionable  haunts  of  vice,  then  of  our  dives,  of  our 
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reformau^ries,  our  asylums,  our  hospitals,  and,  at  last,  our 
potter's  field. 

That  the  increase  of  prostitution  has  even  outstripped  the 
continuous  growth  of  New  York  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury there  can  be  little  doubt.  Such  a  disproportionate  increase 
of  vice  and  the  vicious  classes  would  seem  to  attend  tlie  growth 
of  all  cities.  Definite  data  shows  thits  to  have  been  the  case 
in  London,  Paris,  Bf-rlin,  and  other  Euroj>ean  capitals.  There 
are  periwls,  also,  that  seem  to  hv  peculiarly  prolific  of  prostitu- 
tion. The  police  official  to  whom  we  have  already  referred, 
and  wliose  opinions  are  base<l  upon  long  experience  and  obser- 
vation, expresses  the  view  that  during  the  years  of  our  late 
civil  war  there  was  a  very  marked  increase  of  prostitution,  not 
only  in  New  Yorli,  but  throughout  the  country.  Periods  of 
business  depression,  also,  would  seem  to  be  marked  by  like 
results;  and  the  same  authority  is  of  the  opinion  that  in  the 
past  two  years,  despite  all  efforts  to  suppress  public  prostitu- 
tion, there  hiis  been  an  almost  unprecetlenle<i  addition  to  the 
ranks  of  those  who  either  covertly  or  openly  seek  to  exist  by 
the  practice  of  tliis  vice.  That  such  siiould  be  tlie  case  will 
api-iear  when  we  come  to  consider  the  causes  which  lead 
women  to  prostitution.  Chief  among  the.se  causes,  as  Dr. 
Sanger  founti  it  in  1S58,  as  we  find  it  to-day,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  find  it  to  the  end,  is  poverty,  "  the  stern  necessity  to 
live." '  Tile  fact  that  women  are  perhajw  better  ]>aid  to-d.ay 
than  they  were  when  Dr.  Sanger  made  his  inquiry,  and  that 
new  avenues  of  emj)lovment  liave  been  openeti  to  them,  cjin- 
not  be  regjinled  as  afTci-ting  the  matter  to  any  marked  extent, 
when  we  consider  the  va.st  and  constantly  increasing  number  of 
the  unemployed  and  defiondant. 

Tlie  last  «{uartiT  of  a  century  has  witnessed  great  changes  in 
New  York — changes  in  the  types  and  character  of  its  [wpulalion 
as  well  as  a  numerical  increase — and  could  Dr.  Sanger  revisit 
Uxlay  tlie  scenes  of  his  former  laltoi-s  he  would  witne.ss  a  meta- 
morphosis of  the  city  in  respect  to  not  only  its  geography  and 
inhabitants,  but  in  the  location,  number,  and  clianicterof  those 
constituting  its  vicious  anil  dangerous  classes,     lie  would  dis- 


'  Dr.  F.  R.  Stiirgfis,  who.«e  ohserviition  ha.s  been  very  iHrjje  both  in  this 
cmuntry  aiid  abroad,  expre.^ses  the  o[>iiiioii  llut  love  of  dress  is  even  a  mora 
common  cause  of  woman's  fall  than  poverty. 
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cover  new  causes  and  sources  of  vice,  if,  indeed,  he  did  not 
discover  new  vices.  Where  he  met  the  Irish,  German,  and 
Anglo-American,  he  would  find  to-day  the  Italian,  the  Russian 
Jew,  and  the  Chinese.  The  influx  of  these  latlwr  in  the  last 
few,  years,  while  cuntrihuling  very  slightly  to  the  niiiks  of 
pubUc  prostitution,  lias  introduced  vices  {)eculiar  to  tliese  mces, 
and,  through  habits  of  uncleaniiness  and  lax  morals,  done  much 
to  generate  and  scatter  infections  incident  to  illicit  sexual  indul- 
gence. The  statistics  of  the  City  Dispensary,  to  which  we  wii} 
have  occasion  U)  refer  hiter  on,  convey  some  idea  of  the  vice  and 
disease  which  exist  amiing  and  infect  the  large  class  who  pop- 
ulate the  overcrtnvded  tenement  districts  of  the  city.  When 
we  consider  that  venereal  tlisease  is  the  direct  offspring  of 
unclesmliness,  this  condition  of  tilings,  this  fearful  menace  to  the 
public  health. cannot  be  wonderwl  at.  Di.K.  W.Taylor,' consult- 
ing surgeon  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  whose  long  experience  in 
the  treatment  .of  cont^igions  incident  to  vice  is  probably  not 
exceeile<l  by  that  of  any  member  of  liis  pri)fession,  did  not  hes- 
itate to  express  to  the  writer  the  startling  opinion  that  the 
large  majority  of  those  who  have  come  under  his  care  and  atten- 
tion in  the  last  few  years  have  come  nut  from  the  houses  of 
prostitution  nor  the  street- walking  class  nor  those  contaminated 
by  public  prostitutes,  but  from  the  overei-owded  tenements  in 
the  foreign  (juarters  of  the  city.  We  will  enileavor,  before  con- 
cluding this  chapter,  to  consider  the  wisdom  of  legislation  look- 
ing to  the  enrollment  and  regulation  of  New  York's  .SO.OOO 
public  courtesans,  and,  in  view  of  the  facts  just  stated,  it  would 
seem  that  more  eflfectivo  an<l  rigorous  tenement-house  and  fac- 
tory laws  are  equally  es.sential  as  sanitary  mea.sures.  A  start- 
ling discovery  made  by  the  writer,  in  his  investigation  of  the 
vice  and  disease  existing  in  a  single  block  on  the  ejust  side  of  the 
city,  was  the  extreme  youth  of  a  majority  of  the  women  or  girls 
infected.  A  mere  child  of  fourteen  years,in  one  tenement, having 
contracted  disease,  communicated  it  directly  to  eleven  others 
living   under  the  same  roof.      This   would  seem  to  suggest 

'  Dr.  Taylor  has.  in  various  capnoities,  bc«n  eonnectetl  with  the  City  Hospi- 
tal !>intc  18fi0,  nnil,  Jiirini;  this  long  pcrimj,  his  practice  has  Ijeen  largely  con- 
flned  to  the  vpnereal  wards  of  the  institution.  He  is,  therefore,  an  authority  on 
this  subject.  There  are  in  the  t'ity  Hospital,  at  present,  three  male  and  thre« 
female  wards,  six  in  all,  in  which  patients  sulloring  {rom  venereal  disieiuea 
only  art  admitted 
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almost  promiscuous  intercourse  among  the  occupants  of  the 
buUding. 

Tlml  tiiere  has  been  a  fearful  increase  of  juvenile  vice  in 
the  last  few  years  cannot  be  questionetl.  Dr.  Sanger  found 
iimong  tiie  inmates  of  public  houses  of  prostitution  many  who 
liad  not  readied  fifteen  yeiirs  of  age.  Yet  lie  probably  knew 
nothing  of  that  modern  creature  of  depravity,  to  whom  we  can 
refer  only  in  the  vernacular  of  tiie  day,  the  "chippy."  To 
some  extent  tiiese  children  correspond  to  the  "  flower  girls" 
of  Paris,  and  here,  as  there,  their  patrons  would  seem  more 
frequently  to  be  those  libertines  who  are  far  advanced  in  years 
as  well  as  in  sin. 

Probably  the  average  life  of  a  prostitute  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  it  wiis  at  the  date  of  Dr.  Sanger's  investigation,  for 
there  has  been  no  marked  change  in  the  habits  of  these  women, 
certainly  no  improvement.  The  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  an 
almost  invariable  accompaniment  of  prostitution,  has  certainly 
not  diminished,  if,  indee<l,  it  has  not  increa.sed  among  them. 
The  elder  I>r.  (iross,  of  Phihulelphia.  writing  about  twenty 
years  after  Dr.  Sanger,  says  of  the  prostitute  in  this  respect : 
*'  Her  life  is  generally  a  short  one,  often  not  exceeding  three, 
four,  or,  at  most,  five  years.  Stee|)ed  as  she  commonly  is  in 
misery,  poverty,  and  degradation,  she  soon  seeks  consolation  in 
hard  drink,  tind  finally  sinks  under  the  combine*!  influence  of 
syphilitic  poison  and  alcoholic  stimulation."  ' 

From  time  to  time,  since  the  earliest  history  of  human 
government,  efforts  have  l>een  made  to  su|>prt'ss  prostitution. 
Tile  utter  failure  of  such  efforts  in  every  instance  has  been 
shown  by  Dr.  Sanger  and  numerous  other  writers ;  and,  as  the 
passions  of  man  and  the  fraiky  of  woman  remain  unchanged, 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  ami  of  the  law  or  moral  influences 
should  be  more  potent  in  accomplishing  enforced  virtue  and 
chastity  in  the  nineteenth  than  they  were  in  the  tenth  or  the 
fifth  century.  On  the  contrary  it  may  be  iisserted  that  the 
advance  which  mankind  has  made  in  civilizjition  and  intelli- 
gence has,  on  the  one  hand,  swept  away  su|>erstitions  which 
once  gave  to  the  Church  a  power  it  no  longer  possesses,  wliile, 

'  "Syphilis  in  it*  Relation  to  the  Public  Health."  being  n  paper  read  byS.  I). 
Gross,  M.D.,  LL.D..  bvfore  the  American  Medical  .Xssociation  at  its  meeting 
in  Detroit,  Juno  3,  1874. 
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on  the  other  hand,  it  has  lieen  productive  of  a  vastly  enlarged 
spirit  of  personid  liberty  which  is  too  quick  to  defy  the  enforce- 
ment of  sumptuary  measures.  There  are  ample  laws  against 
prostitution,  both  Imuian  and  divine ;  but  all  attt'mpts  U>  rigidly 
enforce  them,  whether  diftated  by  considerations  of  public 
policy  or  sentiments  of  religious  duty,  have  signally  failed 
whenever  or  wherever  they  have  .been  made. 

New  York  lijis,  within  the  past  year,  witnessed  such  an 
eflfort,  inauguralwi  and  le<l  by  a  clergyman  of  much  intelli- 
gence anti  great  courage,  and  backed  by  the  thoroughly 
aroused  moral  sentiment  of  the  community,  regardles,s  of  sect 
or  creed;  and  yet  the  writer  ventures  the  opinion  that  there  is 
no  well-informed  observer  of  the  movement  or  its  results  who 
will  assert  that  prostitution  in  this  city  has  decreased  or  that 
there  is  one  less  prostitute  aini>ng  us  tliaii  there  was  a  year 
ago.  If  sucl)  there  be,  he  has  only  to  consult  the  records  of 
New  York's  hospital-s  and  infirmaries,  where  the  statistics  of 
diseases  incident  to  |)rostitution  attest  the  existence  of  prosti- 
tution, to  tind  a  most  emphatic  refuuition  of  any  claim  to 
increased  virtue  among  us.  There  has  been  no  excKlus  of 
prostitutes  fnmi  the  city,  and  if,  in  any  instance,  u  w<jnian 
of  this  class  has  fled  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  or  a 
legally  constituted  investigating  committee,  her  Hight  has  been 
prompted  not  by  the  fact  of  her  being  a  prostitute  tjr  the  keeper 
of  a  house  of  prostitution,  but  because  she  might  l>ecome  an 
involuntary  witness  to  questionable  transactions,  not  with  her 
patrons,  but  with  those  cliargetl  with  enforcing  the  la\V8 
against  her  business  and  her  class. 

It  is  claiiufxl  that  notorious  houses  of  prostitution  have  been 
closeil.  and  that  prostitutes  have  been  driven  out  of  certain 
neighborhoods  which  were  hitherto  their  haunts.  If  this  be 
so,  and  these  women  have  not  left  the  city,  where  are  they  I 
Or,  to  use  the  language  of  a  physician  who  has  a  large  private 
practice  among  them,  we  might  rather  ask,  "  Where  are 
they  not  i "  The  testimony  of  real  estate  and  renting  agents 
who  have  on  their  lists  apartments  and  flats  in  the  upper 
wards  of  the  city,  on  streets  and  in  neighborhoods  heretofore 
regarded  as  respectable,  would  no  doubt  supply  an  answer  to 
this  question.  In  January  last  a  city  journal,'  under  the  cap- 
'  The  Morning  Advertiger. 
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tion  of  ""What  Sball  We  Do  with  the  Outcasts?"  published 
several  communications  from  these  agents,  all  of  whom 
admitted  having  had  numerous  applications  for  apartments 
from  women  they  thought  to  be  prostitutes,  and  whom,  on  this 
account,  they  refuseil  to  do  business  with.  But  that  these 
women  have  exjierienced  much  difficulty  in  securing  quarters 
somewhere,  and  generally  beyond  the  more  thoroughly  {wjliced 
quarters  of  the  city,  following  the  Row  of  iRipuiation  farther 
and  farther  uptown,  and  insidiously  {)enelrating  even  aristo- 
cratic neighborhoods,  woukl  not  seem  to  be  borne  out  by  the 
facts  of  the  case.  If  there  has  been  any  decrease  of  public 
prostitution,  which  is  perhaps  a  debatable  profKJsition,  it  has 
logically  resulted  in  an  increase  of  clandestine  prostitution, 
which  is  invariably  a  more  dangerous  phase  of  vice,  whether 
regarded  from  a  moral  or  sanitary  standpoint. 

That  there  is  more  or  less  clandestine  prostitution  in  all 
cities,  and  even  in  the  smaller  towns,  cannot  be  questioned,  and 
this  leads  us  to  inquire,  what  is  clandestine  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  public  prostitution  ?  The  query  is  not  so  simple  a 
one  to  answer  as  it  may  seem,  and  involves  an  inquiry  into 
what  constitutes  prostitution.  Where  Ixdh  parties  to  the  act 
have  more  or  less  regard  for  their  reput<itions,  and  seek  to 
conceal  their  sin  from  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  the  woman, 
if  slie  may  be  called  a  prostitute,  is  only  such  clandestinely. 
If,  in  such  a  ca.se,  the  woman  .sells  her  favors  for  a  considera- 
tion of  money  or  other  valuables,  she  comes,  no  doubt,  within 
the  accepted  meaning  of  the  term  prostitute.  If  the  man  is 
regardful  of  his  reputiitiun,  and.  though  the  woman  is  lost  to 
shame,  seeks  the  gratificiition  uf  his  passion  outside  of  the  com- 
mon brothel,  as,  for  instance,  in  a  house  of  iissignation  or  a  hotel, 
where  he  may  even  register  the  woman  as  his  wife,  the  act 
on  the  woman's  part  is  prostitution  clandestinely  practised. 
Where  both  man  and  woman  are  thoroughly  depraved  and 
lost  to  shame  they  nuiy,  nevertheless,  for  vai-ious  resisons,  con- 
summate tlie  vicious  act  clandestinely.  When  the  reckless  and 
sliameless  woman  finds  a  customer  (or  a  victim)  she  rarely 
experiences  any  difficulty  in  finding  a  safe  place  into  which  to 
conduct  him,  whatever  his  fears  of  scandal  or  exposure  may  be. 

There  has,  no  doubt,  been  a  marked  change  in  the  character  of 
assignation  houses  in  New  York  -within  the  piist  few  years;  not 
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that  thej'  have  become  an}'  less  in  number,  however.  Those 
houses,  presided  over  by  women,  and  in  many  instances  known 
to  the  initiated  only,  have  to  a  great  extent  been  supptanteil  by  a 
certain  class  of  so-called  "  hotels."  conducted  by  men  and  open 
to  all  comers.  The  recent  raiding  nf  several  of  these  places  by 
the  police  has  brought  them  into  notice  and  made  public  the 
methmis  on  whicli  they  are  conducted.  About  the  only  claim 
to  their  being  hotels  rests  u[)un  the  fact  that  a  hotel  register 
is  kept  in  them.  Upon  tliis  tlie  male  customer  is  required  to 
enter  his  supposed  name,  with  the  addenda  "and  wife,"  before 
he  and  his  female  com|)anion  are  assigned  a  room.  Of  course 
the  name  he  inscribes  in  no  way  concerns  or  interests  the 
recipient  of  his  money,  and  its  being  entered  is  notiiing  more 
than  a  form,  or  ratiier  a  '*  blind,"  for  the  protection  of  the 
place.  That  the  name  written  {perlia|)s  in  a  <lisguised  hand)  is 
that  bestowed  upon  the  man  at  the  baptismal  font,  rarely 
occurs.  That  these  places  are  hotels  only  in  name,  and  in 
fact  are  really  assignation  houses,  is  sutHciently  attested  b}'  the 
facts  that  their  patrons  seldom  if  ever  have  baggage,  even  so 
much  as  a  satchel  containins;  a  nijfht-robe.  and  that  the  rcx»ms 
are  occupied  in  turn  by  numerous  couples  iluring  a  single  night. 
That  these  places  are  further  w^ui[)iwd  fnr  mischief  can  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  attached  to  most  of  them  is  a  licensed 
bar  from  wiiich  intoxicants  can  be  readily  ordereil  to  the 
rooms.  But  here  we  wish  to  do  full  justice  to  the  Excise 
T)ep:»rtiiient  of  the  city  by  stating  that  in  almost  every  instance 
where  these  astahlishments  have  been  detected  and  raide<l  by 
the  police,  the  license  to  sell  liquor  on  the  premises  lias  been 
promptly  revoked.  And  perhaps  this  is  the  severest  penalty 
that  could  be  impost-d  on  the  proprietors. 

That  clandestine  prostitution,  or  at  least  illicit  intercourse  of 
the  sexes,  is  also  carried  on  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  oven 
the  best  and  most  exclusive  of  our  hotels,  is  a  fact  that  we  i-efer 
to  only  because  it  serves  to  show  how  extremely  difficult  it  is  to 
control  this  vice  or  erect  barriers,  legal  or  other,  that  will  keep 
it  within  channels  where  virtue  and  respectability  are  least  aj>t 
to  come  in  contact  with  it.  When  these  channels  are  dammed 
and  the  overflow  follows,  what  neighborhood,  what  class  can 
escape  the  inundation  ?  There  is,  no  doubt,  a  constant  eflFort 
made  on  the  part  of  those  conducting  the  respectable  hotels  to 
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exclude  persons  of  bad  or  evea  questionable  reputations,  uf 
either  sex,  but  no  precaution  in  this  matter  can  prevent  at  least 
occasional  imjwsition.  The  most  scrutinizing  hotel  clerk,  who 
is  generally  a  goo<i  judge  of  human  nature,  will  admit  that  he 
has  often  been  deceived.  Of  the  couple  well  dressed  and  of 
})roper  deportment,  he  has  no  warrant  to  demand  a  marriage 
certificate.  Indeed,  he  would  do  s<j  at  his  pei-sonal  peril  in 
some  cases,  and  in  any  instance  a  mistake  would  be  not  only 
embarrassing,  but  ex|)ensive.  Those  availing  themselves  of  this 
fact  generally  understand  full  well  the  disiulvantage  the  hotel 
clerk  hibore  under.  The  well  dressed  country  swain,  over  atten- 
tive to  his  pretty  and  susceptible  wife,  wouUI  be  more  apt  to 
raise  in  the  clerk's  mind  a  su.spicion  than  would  the  nonchalant 
city  roue  who,  having  often  reheai-sed,  knows  full  well  how  to 
play  his  deceptive  part.  There  is  happily  this  to  say,  however, 
that  those  who  im|>o8e  u|K»n  the  proprietor  or  the  clerk  of  the 
resjiectiible  hotel  generally  so  demean  themselves  that  they 
come  and  go  without  their  true  character  being  discovered, 
and  so  no  scandal  is  created  and  no  real  harm  is  accomplished. 
In  considering  prostitution,  either  public  or  clandestine,  in  its 
relation  id  public  health,  we  approach  the  subject  in  its  most 
serious  and  important  asj>ect ;  and,  fortunately,  in  this  case  we 
are  provided  with  somewhat  more  definite  data  and  a  much 
fuller  expression  of  opinion  than  we  have  been  able  to  secure 
from  those  persons  who  have  had  to  do  with  the  evil  merely  as 
instruments  of  our  defective  laws.  But  even  here  the  non- 
existence of  reliable  statistics,  outside  of  a  very  few  institutions, 
the  closing  of  their  drmi-s  against  sufferers  from  venereal  afflic- 
tions by  many  of  our  hospitals,  in  short,  the  inclination  of  the 
public  to  close  its  eyes  against  the  existence  of  the  evil  and  its 
direful  ravages,  physical  as  well  iis  monil,  sadly  confront  us. 
If  even  sufficient  data  to  arouse  the  public  understanding  and 
the  public  conscience  to  an  appi'ecialion  of  what  unregulated 
prostitution  and  the  unchecked  spreading  of  the  infections 
resulting  from  this  evil  can  be  given,  we  will  feel  that  our 
labor  in  this  direction  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  To  quote 
again  from  Dr.  Gross: 

"  It  wiiulil  he  a  matter  of  fleep  interest,  and,  in  a  practical  jKtint  of 
view,  of  the  greatest  pussibl(i  value,  if  wo  couM  iiscrrtain,  even  approxi- 
mately, the  extent  uf  syphilis  iu  oar  cities  and  larger  towns  ;  but  for 
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8ucb  a  decision  there  arc,  unfortunately,  little  data.  It  may,  however,  be 
assumed  that  it  is  of  glgnntic  pniportious ;  that  it  exists  in  many  of  the 
best  and  noblest  faruilira  of  the  land  -,  that  since  the  establishment  of 
railway  travel  it  has  penetrated  every  rural  district  ;  and  that  it  is 
poisoning,  ami  slowly,  but  surely,  uuiieriniiiing.  the  very  fountains  of  life 
in  every  direction,  sowing  the  seedu  of  death  among  our  people,  and 
gradually  deteriorating  the  national  health." 

Dr.  Gross  estimated,  at  the  date  of  his  paper,  that  there  was 
in  the  Unite<l  States  one  person  infected  with  the  syphilitic 
virus  in  every  20  of  our  [wpiilation.  This,  at  the  present  time 
(lS5t5),  estimating  our  population  in  round  numhers  at 
70,(KIO,000,  would  show  the  startling  nuniher  of  3,500,000 
sypliilitics.  In  1S74,  Dr.  F.  K.  Sturgis  read  before  the  Ameri- 
can Public  Health  Association  an  interesting  paper,'  in  which 
he  estirnatetl  that  out  of  a  jwpulation  of  942,292  ^lersons,  50.4.50 
were  suffering  from  syphilis  in  New  York  City.  And  he 
observes :  "  I  believe  thi.s  numl>er  to  be  under,  rather  than 
above,  the  true  amount."  But  "even  this,"  he  continues, 
'*  represents  only  the  civil  i>opulation."  The  report  of  the 
Mercantile  Marine  of  New  York  City  shows  a  still  worse  state 
of  things.  During  1S72  ami  ls73  the  tutal  number  of  patients 
treatetl  was  24,ri45,  and  of  this  number  3,779  were  due  to 
syphilt.s.  If  all  the  venereal  cases  are  considered  in  the  above 
sets  of  ficfures  the  number  becomes  still  lur'j'er — for  New  York 
City,  61,705;  for  the  Mercantile  Marine,  4,170. 

In  giving  these  figures  of  Dr.  Sturgis,  we  may  remark  that 
they  are  the  most  complete  and  authentic  that  have  been  com- 
piled since  Dr.  Sanger's  investigation,  and  they  afford  us  a  basis 
of  estimating  with  approximate  accuimcy,  at  least,  the  amount 
of  venereal  and  syphilis  prevailing  in  this  city  at  the  present 
time.  Dr.  Sturgis  expressed  to  the  writer  the  opinion  that 
these  diseases  have  cerUiinly  not  decreased  in  later  years,  but 
have  fully  kept  pace  with  the  city's  growth  and  the  attendant 
growth  of  prostitution.  The  population  of  New  York  has  at 
least  doubled  since  the  date  of  Dr.  Sturgis's  enuinei-alions,  there- 
fore it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  instead  of  .'iO.OoO  there  are 
lOti.OOO  jwr.sons  among  us  to-day  who  are  suffering  from  syphilis. 

In  1893,  Dr.  Prince  A.  Morrow,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 

'••The  Relations  of  Syphilis  lo  Public  Ilealth."  By  Frederic  R.  Stur^ 
M.D.,  Clinical  Lecl\irer  upon  V«neri'«l  lUseases  in  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  Surgeon  to  Charity  llospilal,  etc. 
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Surgeons  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  Blactcwpll^s  Island,  oontnb- 
uiud  to  medical  literature  an  exhaustivo  treatise,  in  three  large 
V4»lunies,  ii|Kjn  the  ailments  resulting  from  vice.'  From  a  paper 
contributed  to  the  seconil  volume  of  this  work  by  Dr.  Samuel 
F.  Armstrong,*  we  quote,  under  the  heailing  of  ''Statics  [of 
syphilis]  in  tlie  General  Hospitals,"  the  following: 

Here  our  research  is  confronted  Ij^'  tlie  fact  timt  general  hospitals,  as  a 
(n)e,  take  bnt  few  patients  suffering  from  syphilis  ;  the  illogical  position 
being  luuintained  that  such  ptitients  are  affected  lir  a  disease  that  hiis  lieen 
acquired  in  consequence  of  their  own  vicioasness,  and  that,  us  a  hospital 
caniiol  afford  relief  to  all  that  npply.  therefore  these  cases  are  best  refused. 
Thus,  in  the  reports  of  the  ^Inssachuselts  General  Hospital  for  the  years 
1879  to  1887  iiichisivc,  it  may  he  found  tfiat  from  four  to  twelve  percent, 
of  the  total  ntimher  of  persons  reftiseil  admission  were  siiflEering  from 
syphilis.  The  annual  reports  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New  York  City,  show 
the  number  of  cases  of  men  and  women  suffering  from  syphilis  that  were 
treated  in  that  instituticn,  as  well  as  the  diseases  from  wliich  those  refused 
admission  were  suffering.  From  Table  I.  it  may  be  seen  that  from  three 
to  fifteen  times  as  many  syphilitic  patients  were  refused  treatment  as  were 
treated  for  that  disease;  and  from  this  hospital,  here  cited  because  its 
re|>orts  happened  to  be  most  convenient,  we  may  judge  the  action  of  most, 
if  not  of  all,  similar  institutions. 


TABLE    L 

PER   CENT,    or  SYPHn-lTIC   PATIENTS  TREATED    AND   REFUSED   TREATMENTj 
ST.    LPKK's   H08PITAI.. 


Vcu. 

0.8 
6.0 

ISW) 

0.7 

4.8 

IRSS 

IMU 

1886 

i.a 

18.0 

1.1 
4.0 

imi  !tiw 

1880     I8SM] 

Per  cent,  of  Syphilitic 
Patients  treated.. .    . 

Per  cent,  of  Syphilitic 
Patients  among  those 
refused 

0.8 
4.8 

1.0 

16.4 

0.8 
4.4 

18 
5.0 

1.8 
5.4 

1.8 
4.5 

From  the  statistics  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service  for  the 
decade  1881  to  1800  inclusive,  it  may  be  learned  that  in  a  number  of 
patients,  ranging  from  thirty-two  to  fifty  thousau«l  a  year,  the  number  of 
cases  of  primary  syphilis  varies  from  three  to  live  and  ooe-tciith  to  fifteen 
per  cent.,  while  the  percentage  of  deaths  due  to  syphilis  to  the  total 
mortiility  varies  from  one  to  two  and  three-teuths  per  cent.     When  these 

'  "  A  System  of  (Jenilo-l'rinary  IHseases,  .Sypbilology,  and  Dermatology." 
edited  by  P.  A.  Morrow,  M.D.,  Clinical  Professor  of  Genito-l'rinary  Diseases, 
fonneriy  Lecturer  on  Dermatology  in  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
etc. 

'  Samuel  Treat  Armstrong,  M.D.,  Ph.D..  Visiting  Physician  to  Harlem 
Hos|iital.  ex-passed  Assistant  Surgeon  United  Stntes  Marine  Hospital,  Chair- 
man of  Section  on  Public  Health,  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  etc. 
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statisticK  are  further  analyzcl,  n  differeuco  is  found  between  the  frequency 
with  which  these  forms  of  syphilis  occur  in  hospital  and  in  dispensary 
patients.  In  tlie  former  class  the  percentage  of  primary  syphilis  varies 
from  one  to  three,  while  among  dispensary  patients  it  varies  from  one  and 
one-tenth  to  two  and  two-teutlis  per  cent. ;  and  secondary  syphilis  in 
the  formei  class  varies  from  four  and  five-tenths  to  six  and  four-tenths 
per  cent.,  while  in  the  latter  cluas  it  varies  from  seven  and  two-tenths 
to  eight  and  sis-tenths  per  cent.  The  average  annual  percentage  of  cases 
of  primary  syphilis  among  hos]>ita1  patients  is  1.04,  and  among  dispen- 
sary patients  it  is  1.S8  ;  the  average  annual  percentage  of  cases  of  second- 
ary syphilis  in  the  fonner  class  is  5.29,  in  the  latter  7.77.  Notwith- 
standing the  wide  variation  iu  the  number  of  patients  treated  annually, 
an  inspection  shows  the  close* rclatioushipaustatned  between  the  percentage 
of  cases  of  primary  and  secondary  syphilis. 

In  1981,  9.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  patients  treated  were  siifleriiig  from 
syphilitic  diseases;  in  1883,  8.8  per  cent.;  iu  1883,  8.2  per  cent.;  in 
1884  and  188.5,  about  7.6  per  cent.  ;  in  1886,  8.8  per  cent.;  in  1887.  1888, 
and  188ii,  aliout  9.2  per  cent. ;  and  in  1890,  8.4  per  cent.  In  other  words, 
among  a  number  of  thousands  of  patients  coining  from  a  class  of  society  sup- 
posed to  be  particularly  susceptible  to  venereal  diseases,  less  than  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number  of  patients  treated  were  suffering  from  the  various 
formsof  syphilis.  These  [>ercentiigeB  show  no  tendency  to  an  incrciLse  or  to  a 
decrease  of  the  disease  during  successive  years,  and  their  range  or  variation 
is  so  moderate  that  the  mean  and  probable  error  of  each  year  is  about  one 
per  cent.  Another  factor  that  is  to  be  considered  is,  that  there  is  absolutely 
no  more  restriction  imposed  upon  these  men  than  there  is  upim  the  members 
of  the  community  at  large. 

We  are  indebted  to  Warden  Robert  Roberts  of  the  Charity 
Hospital  for  the  following  table  showing  the  number  of  |)ersons 
suffering  from  venereal  disease  who  were  sent  to  that  institu- 
tion by  the  Commissioners  of  Charities  and  Correction  during 
the  fi?e  years  from  1S90  to  1894,  inclusive: 


MORtb. 

IMW 

1881 

120 
04 
04 
03 

102 
127 
140 
120 
118 
105 
137 
1S3 

18W 

isn 

IRM 

74 

64 

89 

99 

113 

115 

133 

156 

131 

113 

108 

03 

110 
11(1 
130 
131 
127 
125 
1.50 
147 
152 
138 
140 
133 
1,608 

121 

113 

100 

88 

05 

110 

112 

141 

127 

96 

123 

131 

1,863 

92 

78 

76 

53 

68 

88 

104 

103 

164 

66 

113 

111 

Fehniiiry 

March     

April       

Mav 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November.              .... 
I^cember       .       ... 

Total , 

1,408 

1,178 

1,266 
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These  figures  may  admit  of  some  explanation.  The  steady 
decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  treated  from  1890  to  and 
including  1894,  can  possibly  be  accounted  for  upon  the  theory 
that  sevei"al  of  the  cit\'  liospitals  have  somewhat  relaxed  their 
former  rule  of  wholly  excluding  those  suffering  from  venereal 
diseases.  It  is  upon  this  theory  that  Dr.  Ta3'lor  accounts  for 
these  figures.  2sot  that  the  fact  carries  with  it  any  great  sig- 
nificance, but  it  will  be  noted  that  the  number  treated  for  vene- 
real disease  in  this  hospital  in  1894,  covering  the  period  when  a 
spasujotliL-  t'lroil  Li>  enturct-  the  laws  against  prostitution  was 
being  made,  shows  a  considerable  increase  as  comjmred  with 
the  preceding  year,  1893. 

The  number  of  venereal  patients  treated  in  the  New  York 
Dispensary  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  current  year 
likewise  shows  an  increiise  when  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  the  preceding  year.     These  are  the  figures  : 

First  three  months  of  18M 769 

"    1895 823 

Increase 46 

And  we  may  add,  in  this  connection,  that  about  ten  per  cent  of 
those  treated  in  these  periods  were  suffering  from  syphilis. 

The  following  interr-ogations,  which  are  substantially  the 
same  as  those  submitted  to  Dr.  Sanger  by  Isaac  Townaend, 
Esq.,  in  1858,  when  the  latter  was  president  of  the  '•  Boanl  of 
Governors  of  the  Almshouse  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York,"  '  were  submitted  by  the  writer  to  Dr.  Prince  A.  Morrow, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Surgeons  of  the  City  Hospital,  and 
to  Dr.  Frederic  R.  Sturgis,  and  Dr.  R.  W.  Taylor,  also  of  the 
medical  staff  of  that  institution  : 

1.   What  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution  under  yourmedical 
[charge  are,  in  your  opinion,  ilirectly  or  imiirectly  suffering  from  syphilis? 
.\re,  or  are  uot,  tlie  nmul>er  of  such  inmates  on  the  increase  J 

3.  Do  not  patients  in  the  different  institutions  often  leave  liefore  the 
disease  is  cured,  so  that  tliey  are  liable  to  infect  other  persons  after  their 
departure  f 

4.  .\re  not  the  offspring  of  parents  affected  with  constitutional  syphilis 

'  In  1860  the  present  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Piiblic  Charities  and  Cor- 
rection succeeded  the  Governors  of  the  Aliushou^  in  its  charge  of  the  ▼»• 
grant  and  pauper  institutions  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 
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subject  to  many  diseases  of  Hke-cliiiriicter  which  cause  them  to  become  a 
charge  upon  the  city  for  long  perioris  of  time  and  often  for  life  f 

5.  What  are  your  views  in  reference  to  the  best  means  of  checking  and 
decreasing  this  disease;  and  what  plan,  in  your  opinion,  could  be  adopted 
to  relieve  Ne»v  York  City  of  the  enonnous  amount  of  misery  and  expense 
caused  by  syphilis  ? 

To  these  interrojnitories  were  added  the  fotlovving  also: 

6.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  has  been  a  marked  abatement  of  diseases 
incident  to  prostitution  within  the  past  twenty-flye  years  ? 

7.  Have  more  recent  methods  of  treating  venereal  diseases  resulted  io 
Ie!>seniii|jr  the  transmission  of  such  diseases  to  the  nftspriug  of  tliosc  COD- 
tuuiinatcil  I 

8.  Do  you  believe  that  the  closing  of  houses  of  prostitution  and  the 
scattering  of  the  inmates  of  such  bouses  into  less  public  ])laces  to  ply  their 
calling  is  calculated  to  increase  or  diminish  disease  anioug  tbem  ? 

Dr.  Morrow  has  kindly  given  thp  following  replies  to  all  but 
the  first  two  questions  (referring  for  answers  to  these  to  the 
books  of  the  hospital) ; 

3.  Yes;  the  duration  of  the  stay  of  such  patients  in  the  hospital  being 
entirely  voluntary,  they  often  leave  before  they  are  cured,  when  the  disease 
is  actively  contagious  and  susceptible  of  hereiiitiiry  tinnsniission. 

4.  The  effect  of  hereditary  syphilis  is  manifest  in  the  production  of 
numerous  diseased  states  or  conditions  which  seriously  impair  the  vitality 
of  the  child,  and  which  may  l)e  termed  paru-»yphilitie  alleetions.  Prom- 
inent among  these  may  be  mentioned  certain  organic  and  dystrophic 
troubles,  arrest  of  development  (physical  and  mental),  liydrocephalus, 
rickets,  epilepsy,  infantile  jmralyais,  tabes,  etc. 

3.  No  system  or  plan  of  clieekiug  the  s[)read  of  syphilis  can  be  devised 
into  which  the  rff/ulalion  nr' pmnfitntiim  does  not  enter  as  the  principal  and 
most  essential  factor.  I  am  not  prepareci  to  formulate  my  views  as  to  the 
best  means  of  regulating  prostitution. 

6.  I  think  not;  on  the  contrary,  there  has  been  an  increase. 

7.  No;  while  it  is  generally  conceded  that  syphilitics  are  less  liable  to 
transmit  their  disease  when  under  the  full  influence  of  active  specific 
treatment,  practically  this  condition  is  seldom  complied  with,  especially 
among  the  ignorant  lower  classes. 

8.  A  careful  investigation  into  the  sources  of  syphilis  would  seem  to 
show  that  clandestine  or  private  prostitution  is  responsible  for  more  cases 
of  the  disease  than  public  houses  of  prostitution,  where  commercial 
interest  prompts  the  proprieiresi  of  the  establishment  to  protect  her 
patrons  as  far  as  possible  from  danger  of  contagion. 

In  response  to  the  alx)ve  inquiries  Dr.  Sturgis  has  given  his 
views  quite  freely  and  fully  in  the  following  communication 
addressed  to  the  writer: 
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New  York,  AprU  27,  1895. 

Mt  Dear  Sib  : 

Fn  ro])ly  tr>  the  list  of  qnestions  which  you  have  snbniitted  to  me,  with 
regurii  to  the  subjcft  of  prostitution  iis  iiffecting  the  public  health,  before 
answering  your  questions  catejijoricnlly,  uUow  me  to  state  that,  of  course, 
the  iiniiwci'B  given  are  tjased  upuu  opinion  and  belief,  and  cannot  be  con- 
sidered us  ubsolutely  correct  without  an  opportunity  of  consulting  statis- 
ticii  and  figures  bearing  upon  the  Buveral  points  contained  in  your  commu- 
nication. 

In  answer  to  tlie  first  question,  "  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  of 
institutions  under  your  medical  charge,  are,  in  your  opinion,  directly  or 
indirectly  suffering  from  syphilis?"  I  would  reply  that,  in  the  wards 
devoted  to  venereal  diseases  which  are  under  my  professional  supervision, 
I  should  say  that  certainly  from  fifty  per  cent,  to  sixty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  cases  were  syphilitic.  In  a  paper  which  I  read  some  years  ago  before  the 
American  Pulilic  Health  Association,  I  collated  the  cases  which  occurred  in 
the  New  York  Dispensary,  and  in  tlie  Ctinrity  Hospital,  as  it  was  then 
called,  on  Bluckwell's  Island,  and  the  proportion  of  syphilis  to  all  venereal 
cases  was  forty-one  per  cent. 

Query  2.  Are  or  are  not  the  number  of  such  inmates  steadily  on  the 
increase  ? 

That  question  I  cannot  answer  without  liiiviug  the  statistics  of  the 
hospitals  lit  my  <lisposal.  I  shouhi  say,  hnwcver.  that  while  there  might 
be  no  actual  increase  as  regard.s  the  hospital  itself,  the  proportion  of 
venereal  diseases  to  the  total  population  is  slowly  but  steadily  increasing. 

Query  3.  Do  not  patients  in  the  diflfcrent  institutions  often  leave  before 
the  disease  is  cured,  so  that  they  are  liable  to  infect  other  persona  after 
I  heir  departure  ? 

Yes.  It  is  certainly  very  unfortunate  that  syphilitic  or  venereal  subjects 
cannot  be  retained  until  the  surgeon  decides  that  they  at  least  are  no 
longer  objects  of  dangerous  contamination  to  those  about  them.  Formerly 
patients  were  sclf-couimitted ;  that  is  to  say,  upon  application  at  the  cent  rat 
office  of  the  institution,  they  were  obliged. to  become  as  "self-committed 
criminals.''  That  gave  the  surgeon  the  right  to  retain  them  as  long  a.«  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  complete  the  cure  or,  at  any  rate,  if  not  a  cure,  to 
retain  them  until  the  dangerous  and  contagious  period  had  pa.ssi'(l.  That 
wise  rule  has  been  abolished,  and  patients  can  come  and  go  from  the 
venereal  divisions  as  they  do  from  other  divisions  of  the  h'lspitid. 

Query  4.  Are  not  the  offspring  of  parents  affected  with  constitutional 
syphilis  subject  to  many  disea.ses  of  like  character,  which  cause  them  to 
become  a  charge  upon  the  city  for  long  periods  of  time,  and  often  for 
life  ? 

Probably  not  ;  for,  fortunately,  most  of  the  offspring  of  parents  affected 
■with  syphilis,  and  this  is  especially  true  where  both  parents  are  diseased, 
die  within  the  first  six  months  of  their  extra-uterine  life.  Where  the  malft 
parent  only  is  iiLfected  and  the  mother  escapes  infection,  the  children  in 
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a  very  large  proportion  of  cases,  and  I  mjself  personally  think  in  all 
cases,  do  not  show  any  signs  of  disease,  and  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  healthy  as  the  average  child.  If  the  mortality  among  syphilitic  children 
vere  not  so  great,  they  would  possibly  become  a  charge  upon  the  city 
charities. 

Querj'  5.  What  are  your  views  in  reference  to  the  best  means  of  check- 
ing this  disease  ;  and  what  plan,  in  ynur  opinion,  could  l>e  adopted  to 
relieve  New  York  City  of  the  enormous  amount  of  misery  and  expense 
caused  by  syphilis  ? 

A  good-sized  volume  could  be  written  in  answer  to  this  question. 
Stated  briefly,  projier  supervision  (both  medical  and  jiolice).  Proper 
control,  if  honestly  and  conscientiously  carried  out,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
decidedly  check  the  increase  of  the  disease,  and  prolmbly  decrease  not 
only  its  virulence,  \>M  itx  Irequency.  As  to  the  ptnn,  I  must  decline  to 
commit  myself  to  uuy  special  one,  as  it  i.s  impossible,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  municipal  politics,  to  even  hope  that  such  a  thing  would  l)e 
conscientiously  and  thoroughly  carried  out.  Irrespective  of  the  ijuestiou 
of  official  blackmail  which  is  always  in  these  cases  possible,  and  which 
a  recent  investigation  in  this  city  has  shown  to  be  more  than  possible,  the 
sentiment  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  whether  wise  or  foolish,  is  strongly 
against  the  question  of  official  supervision  and  control  of  this  evil.  In 
this  we  appear  to  follow  the  example  of  the  ostrich,  which  remarkable 
bird  is  said  to  bury  its  head  in  the  snnd,  and,  inasmuch  as  it  sees  nothing, 
believes  that  nothing  sees  it.  Although  a  self-evident  fact  that  such 
things  as  harlots  and  syphilis  exist,  we  declare  that  nothing  shall  be 
dune  to  check  or  control  them.  In  sanctified  circles  such  control,  I 
uuderstand,  is  considered  a  compromise  with  sin. 

tjuery  6.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  has  been  any  marked  abatement 
of  disease  incident  to  pi-o.stilutioD  within  the  past  twenty-live  years  ? 

Again  the  absence  of  statistics  prevents  me  from  making  a  categorical 
reply  to  this  question.  Judging  from  uiy  own  ex{>erience  and  that  of 
others,  I  should  say  decidedly  that  it  had  not. 

Query  7.  Have  more  recent  methods  of  treating  venereal  diseaaes 
resulted  in  lessening  the  transmission  of  such  disease  to  the  offspring  of 
those  contaminated  ? 

My  o])iriioii  is  that  they  have,  in  les.sening  the  intensity  of  the  disease, 
dimiiiisht'il  the  chances  of  transmission  to  the  fuptus  in  utcro,  either 
indirectly  through  the  father,  if  we  believe  in  that  mode  of  transmission, 
or  directly  through  the  medium  of  the  mother. 

Query  8.  Do  you  lielieve  that  the  closing  of  houses  of  prostitution  and 
■cuttering  the  inmates  of  such  houses  into  less  public  places  to  ply  their 
calling,  is  calculated  to  increase  or  diminish  disease  among  them  i 

I  know  such  action  is  calculated  to  increase  venereal  diseases  among 
public  women,  ina-imuch  as  the  majority  of  them  are  careless  of  their 
health  and  somewhat  careless  in  their  habits.  The  senaoned  w<mian,  who 
has  passed  bar  novitiate  in  prostitution,  who  appreciates  the  fact  that  her 
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bread  and  batter  depends  upon  her  sexual  health,  and  who  knows  that 
disease  of  her  genital  organs  means  loss  of  cnstom,  loss  of  money,  and  per- 
haps destitution,  is  a  careful  woman,  and,  looking  at  it  in  n  purely  sexual 
Bght,  is  the  best  of  all  women  to  have  connection  with.  But  the  young 
l^rtot  knows  little  about  the  question  of  her  sexual  health,  and  appreciates 
still  less  the  importance  of  looking  after  herself  until  disease  has  over- 
tiiien  her,  and  then,  either  through  ignorance,  or  perhaps  from  dire  neces- 
sity, plies  her  trade  till  pain  anil  riiiaery  force  her  to  stop,  and.  in  the 
iiiL-antimc,  Mw  Ims  been  the  iiiu»e  of  Dumernus  infections,  not  only  to  her 
male  companions,  hut  to  the  innocent  wives  and  children  Ht  home.  Now, 
I  urge  the  plea  of  proper  regulation,  entirely  apart  from  the  sentimental 
side.  Medical  men  can  not  and  do  not  look  ugxin  ili>«ase  as  a  divine  pun- 
isliment,  and  I  do  not  see  how  any  sensihk'  person  can  hold  that  .view 
without  having  his  belief  in  the  goodness  and  ktivduess  of  God  severely 
shaken.  It  is  purely  a  matter  of  sanitation;  and  I  lieliuve  that  a  proper 
control  would  tend  to  diminish  venereal  diseases.  Failure  of  the  system 
in  foreign  cities,  where  it  has  been  intro<luce<l,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
supervision  has  not  been  properly  carrie<l  out  and  the  control  has  not  been 
stringent.  In  instinces  where  thoroughness  and  knowledge  :ire  <lirected 
towards  the  extinction  of  this  disease,  I  believe  it  is  as  capable  of  ameliora- 
tion and  of  limitation  as  is  its  no  less  terrible,  if  mure  decent,  congener, 
the  sinall-{>ox. 

I  trust  I  have  answered  the  (juestions  you  have  put  to  me  satisfactorily, 
and  I  remain,  with  expressions  of  respect, 

Yours  very  faitlifully, 

F.  R  SrimdiB. 

Dr.  Taylor,  while  substantially  agreeing  with  Drs.  Morrow 
and  Stiirgis  in  the  views  expressed  by  them,  is  of  the  opinion 
that  not  onh'  a  larger  percentage  of  venereal  disease  and  syphilis 
conies  from  clandestine  than  from  public  or  oj)en  prostitution, 
but  that  a  still  larger  percentage  than  from  either  of  these  is 
contributed  by  a  class  composed  of  those  who  are  not  recognized 
its  prostitutes,  and  who,  therefore,  could  not  lie  reached  by  any 
scheme  of  regulation  or  cf)ntrol.  A  thoroughly  enforced  system 
of  sanitar}'  visitation  and  inspection  of  those  females  who  could 
l>e  enrolled  by  the  police  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  conducive  to 
the  public  health,  and  result,  in  some  nieaiiure  at  ietist,  in  less- 
ening the  existence  and  spread  of  venereal  disease  and  syphilis, 
and  should,  therefore,  be  ailoptetl ;  but  that  this  should  be  ff>l- 
lowed  by  supplementary  legislation,  which  should,  if  possible, 
reach  the  tenement  house,  the  factory,  and  all  establishments 
where  females  in  large  numbers  are  employed  on  small  salaries. 


^ 


694 


"APPENDIX. 


The  view  which  Dr.  Taylor  t.*ntertains  of  accomplisiiing  this 
latter  result  is,  however,  a  very  gloomy  one. 

Volumes  have  been  written  upon  the  scourge  of  syjihilis, 
and  volumes  more  might  stilJ  be  vvriileu  without  exhausting 
the  terrible  subject.  We  have  quoted  quite  sufficiently  truni 
those  who  are  eminent  as  sy  philologists,  and  there  is  pi-obably 
no  physician,  however  circumscribed  his  practice  or  observa- 
tion, who  cannot  testify  to  ihe  ravages  of  the  disorder.  Can 
the  disease  be  controlled  '<  Can  its  ravages  be  circuiuscril>ed 
or  lessened?  The  writer,  adopting  the  language  of  Dr.  Mor- 
row, believes  that  ''  the  regulation  of  prostitution,  and  the  con- 
trol of  syphilis  are  but  t-unvertible  teiMu.s." 

No  one  can  read  th6  conclmling  pages  of  Dr.  Sanger's  work 
without  discovering  that  he  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
regulation  of  prostitution  bv  legislative  enactment,  of  a  thor- 
ough system  of  enmllment.  licensing,  and  sanitary  inspection. 
It  is  sad  to  reflect  that,  pntctically,  the  only  e.xperiment  in  that 
direction  on  this  side  of  the  water  Wfis  made  in  a  Western  city 
about  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurreii  in  1872.  A  law, 
drafted  upon  the  lines  of  tliat  in  operation  in  Paris,  was  en- 
acteil  by  the  Missouri  legislature,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
regulate  anil  bring  under  control  prostitution  in  the  city  of  St. 
Louis.  For  about  a  year  only  this  law  remainetl  upon  the 
statute  book.s  of  the  State — a  very  short  period,  and  yet  suffi- 
ciently long  to  test,  in  a  measure,  its  o|)eratif>n  and  effect. 
Its  repeal,  to  quote  the  language  of  a  St.  Louis  journalist  in  a 
recently  published  communication,*  "  was  the  result,  not  of 
any  failure  of  the  measure  to  accoiuplisii  the  wholesome  ends 
for  which  it  wa-s  enacted,  but  it  was  in  obedience  to  a  morbid 
sentiment,  Iwgotlen  of  absolute  ignorance  of  the  subject."  The 
writer  adds:  ''There  was  not  a  vote  from  any  member  i*epre- 
senting  a  city  constituency  favorable  to  the  repeal  of  the  law, 
ami  not  a  vote  expre.ssive  of  the  sentiment  of  a  country  constit- 
uency against  it.  The  incidents  attending  the  event  were 
dramatic.  Throughout  the  State  there  was  a  moral  uprising 
against  what  wiis  regards*!  as  the  licensing  of  vice,  and  the  lob- 
bies of  both  branches  of  the  legislature  were  taken  complete 
possession  of  by  the  clergy  of  the  various  denominations  and 
earnest  oo-workers  of  the  other  sex.     A  petition,  praying  for 

•'•  The  Missouri  Social  Evil  L»w."— J/^orninj  Adttrtiter,  January  18,  1895. 
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the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  law,  signed  by  more  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  good  jieople,  was  presente<l.  The  document  was 
cumbersome.  A  wheelbarrow  decorated  with  white  ribbons, 
and  accompanied  by  a  group  of  innocent  young  girls  attired  in 
sjwtless  white  gowns,  was  brought  into  service,  and  on  it  the 
gigantic  and  emphatic  protest  against  the  licensing  of  vice  was 
wheeled  up  to  the  clerk's  desk  in  be  read.  Courageous,  indeed, 
would  have  been  the  country  member  who  would  have  voted 
otherwise  than  he  did.  There  were,  of  course,  counter-|)etitions 
fi-om  the  cities,  and  conspicuous  among  the  signers  of  these  lat- 
ter were  members  of  the  medical  profession.  Indeed,  1  am 
sure  the  law  received  the  almost  unanimous  endoi-sement  of  the 
doctors  of  metlicine,  as  it  receiveil  quite  as  unanimously  ihe 
condemnation  of  the  doctors  of  divinity. 

The  provisions  of  the  St.  Louis  law  were  substantially  as  fol- 
low^:  All  prostitutes  publicly  [>lying  their  avocation  were 
registered.  These  were  divided  into  tiiree  classes — the  inmates 
of  houses,  the  occupants  of  rooms  outsiile  of  such  houses,  and 
those  known  as  •' kept  women,"  or  mistresses.  There  was  no 
distinction  wiiatover  between  these  cla.««es.  In  liie  eye  of  the 
law  the  ••  kept  woman  "  was  quite  as  much  a  prostitute  and 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  her  less  fortunate  sister 
of  the  common  disorderly  house.  No  registereil  woman  was 
permittetl  to  change  her  abode  without  Hi-st  giving  notice  to 
the  authorilii?s,  to  that  her  wlier-eabouts  was  constantly  known. 

Many  of  the  more  vicious  and  corrupting  practices  of  the 
business  were  aljsolutely  prohibited  anfl  practically  suppressed. 
Soliciting,  either  on  the  street  or  from  windows  or  doors  of 
houses  of  prostitution,  was  severely  pnnishetl,  a  second  i>tTense 
generally  resulting  in  a  deportation  of  the  offender  from  the 
city  iis  a  vagrant.  No  carriage  or  public  conveyance  was  [per- 
mitted to  stop  or  stand  in  front  of  a  house.  No  "  red  lamp  of 
sin  "  was  tolerated  ;  in  short,  no  light  of  a  color  calculatetl  to 
attract  the  attiMition  of  a  passerby  was  alloweii  in  hnllway  or 
parlor.  The  front  doni-s  of  all  houst?s  wer<»  kept  unlocked,  thus 
admitting  at  all  houi-s  not  only  the  patron,  but  the  police  as 
well.  In  fact,  every  barrier  iMitween  the  authorities  and  this 
vicious  cldi>s  was,  as  far  as  possible,  removed. 

The  city  was  divided  into  three  districts,  both  in  respect  to 
sanitiiry  and  police  regulation.    A  physician  of  recognized  stand- 
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ing  was  placed  in  charge  of  each  of  these  districts,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  compel  a  weekly  medical  inspection  of  each  and  all 
of  the  registeretl  unfortunates.  A  nominal  fee  was  collected 
weekly  from  the  inmates  of  houses  and  rooms,  and  a  larger  fee 
from  the  proprietors  of  houses.  The  money  thus  collected 
went  indirectly  back,  to  a  great  extent,  to  those  contributing 
it,  as  it  was  largely  devote<l  to  the  maintenance  of  a  hospital, 
o|>en  at  all  times  to  the  members  of  this  unfortunate  class. 

Referring  to  this  hospiud,  the  writer  from  whom  we  have 
just  quote«l  observes :  "  If  ever  these  rarely  reclaiinable  women 
were  hrouglil  directly  under  effeclive  moral  influences,  it  was 
when  inmates  of  this  well-regulated  sanitary  institution,  where 
not  only  the  best  medical  attention  was  atforde<l  them,  but 
every  mora!  influence  cast  abqut  them  calculated  to  induce 
■  reformation." 

Again  this  apparently  well-informed  writer  says  :  "  The  law 
hatl  been  in  operation  but  a  short  time  when  its  salutary  effects 
were  clearly  discernible.  Primarily,  the  evil  itself  was  lessened, 
many  of  the  worst  members  of  a  bad  class  preferring  to  leave 
the  community  sooner  than  to  subject  themselves  to  the  rei. 
quirements  of  the  new  law.  But  of  more  consequence  and 
value  to  the  city  was  the  marked  decrease  of  physical  ailments 
invariably  attendant  upon  this  vice."  And  this  latter  state- 
ment would  seem  to  have  been  attested  by  many  of  tlie  lead- 
ing  physicians  of  the  city.  The  Missouri  Medical  Record}  in 
an  editorial  printed  a  few  weeks  after  the  repeal  of  the  law, 
stated  that  "  the  system  had  operated  most  beneficially  in  the 
interests  of  the  community  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  the  pros- 
titut«,"  adding  that  "  many  of  the  inmates  of  the  hospital, 
influenced  by  the  ministrations  of  gootl  men  and  noble  women, 
had  been  seeking  the  '  purer  and  better  way.'  and  had  become 
so  fullj'  aware  of  the  physical  advantages  arising  out  of  the 
law.  that  not  a  few  of  them  voluntarily  subjected  themselves  to 
inspection  at  their  own  expense,  after  the  abrogation  of  the  law.'' 

Even  prior  to  the  enactment  and  repeal  of  the  St.  Louis  law 
another  short-lived  experiment  was  made  in  the  same  direction, 
in  a  much  smaller  city,  and  under  very  different  conditions.  It 
is  well  worth  referring  to,  however,  as  the  results  accomplished 
bear  out  all  that  was  claimed  for  the  St.  Louis  system. 
'  Missouri  Medical  Record,  May  13,  1874. 


APPENDIX. 


697 


At  the  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  held  in  New  Orleans,  in  November,  1880,  Dr.  A. 
L.  Qihon,  Medical  Director  of  the  United  States  Navy,  as 
chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  the  preceding  year  to 
investigate  the  prevalence  of  venereal  diseases  and  suggest  some 
practical  plan  of  prevention,  submitted  a  very  interesting 
report,  in  which  occurs  the  following:  ''Colonel  Fletcher,  of 
the  Surgeon-General's  Office  of  the  United  States  Army,  writes 
to  your  committee : 

"Id  1863,  while  I  was  on  duty  in  Nashville,  the  question  of  the  periodi- 
cal examination  of  proatituteg,  as  a  protection  to  the  troops  stationed  at 
or  passing  through  that  city,  was  referred  to  another  medical  officer  and 
nijself.  We  drew  up  regulations  for  the  purpose,  and  for  nearly  three 
years  the  women  were  examined,  at  first  every  two  weeks,  but  subse- 
quently every  ten  days, 

"  I  believe  this  was  the  first  occa<iou  of  any  systematic  inspection  of 
prostitutes  attempted  in  the  United  States.  Its  results  may  be  briefly 
stated  thus  : 

"  1.  The  amount  of  venereal  disease  was  markedly  lessened,  so  much  so 
that  its  occurrence  came  to  be  looked  upon  (absurdly,  of  course)  as  an 
imputation  on  the  care  of  the  examining  surgeon. 

••2.  The  women,  who  were  at  first  relwllious,  became  quite  reconciled  to 
the  system.  I  have  known  theui  to  come  to  the  hospital  voluntarily,  deair> 
ing  to  be  examined  for  suspected  disease. 

"3.  It  was  self-supporting,  the  fees  paying  the  expenses  of  the  bos- 
pital." 

The  committee  from  whose  report  we  have  quoted  the  above 
recommended  that  a  law  sliould  be  enacted  that  would  make  it 
a  criminal  offense  to  knowingly  communicate,  directly  or 
indirectly,  or  to  be  instrumental  in  communicating,  a  conta- 
gious disease,  such  as  small-|X)x,  scarlatina,  or  venereal  diseases, 
and  giving  to  boards  of  health,  and  to  State  and  municipal 
health  officials  under  their  control,  the  same  power  of  prevent- 
ing, detecting,  suppressing,  and  gratuitously  treating  venereal 
diseases  that  they  now  possess  in  the  case  of  small-pox  or  other 
contagious  diseases. 

Since  the  publication  of  Dr.  Sanger's  work  the  law  known 
as  the  ''  Contagious  Diseases  Act "  has  been  tried  and  aban- 
doned in  Great  Britain.  The  arguments  advanced  by  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession  as  well  as  laymen,  both  favorable 
to  and  against  this  law,  would  fill  volumes,  and  many  of  the 
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hitter  were  based  upon  morbid  ideas  of  morality.  Perhaps  the 
strongest  argument  put  forward  (if  il  is  an  argument)  by  those 
favoring  the  abrogation  of  the  measure  was  that  its  provisions 
were  carelessly  and  inchfferently  enforced.  The  same  assertion 
lias  been  advanced  against  the  system  as  it  exists  in  Paris, 
Berlin,  and  elsewhere.  But  neglect,  inefficiency,  or  dishonesty 
among  those  charged  with  executing  a  law  cannot  logically 
stand  as  arguments  against  the  law. 

The  gi-eat  majority  of  the  members  of  the  medical  professioa 
wiio  have  given  the  subject  attention,  would  seem  to  earnestly 
favor  some  system  of  regulation  and  inspection  as  the  only 
means  of  checking  and  crmtrolling  syphilis.  This  profession 
hiis  strong  allies  ul.so  among  laymen  who  are  not  i)linde<l  by 
prejudice.  Were  the  effects  of  the  scourge  of  syphilis  to  end 
with  the  guilty,  were  the  innocent  exempt,  we  might.  |)erhap8, 
accept  the  argumoril  i)t'  the  moralist  that  "those. who  sm 
should  suffer."  But  wlien  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  unoffend- 
ing offspring  of  erring  parents  are  also  sufferers,  ju.stice  and 
humanity  demand,  for  theni  at  least,  succor  and  protection. 
After  giving  the  statistics  that  we  have  elsewhere  presente<U  Dr. 
(Trossadds  :  ''Can  we  wonder  at  the  enormous  rate  of  infantile 
mortality  in  our  larger  cities  i  Like  apples  which  rot  U|H>n  the 
tree  before  they  are  rijie,  the  children  of  these  infecte<l  pers«jns 
drop  deiid  from  their  mother's  womb;  or,  if  they  are  bom 
alive,  they  are  siii-e  to  jK-rish  soon  after  birth." 

That  there  has  been  no  abatement  of  venereal  di.seases  since 
the  date  of  Dr.  Sanger's  investigation,  but  that  they  have 
steadily  increased  witii  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  tlie  cor- 
responding increase  of  prostitution,  may  be  inferreil  from  the 
figures  we  have  been  able  to  present  as  to  New  York  City. 

Shall  we  as  a  people,  as  a  nation,  or  a  State,  still  close  our  eves, 
and  ostrich-like  bury  our  heads,  that  we  may  not  .see  the  vice 
and  diseiise  that  are  working  such  mischief,  such  havf>o 
among  us;  or  will  we  by  legislation  attempt  at  least  to  lessen 
the  evil  and  its  ravages  and  keep  them  within  bound  i  To  quote 
ayain  from  Dr.  Gross : 


"  When  n  pestilence,  as.  for  example,  small-pox  or  cholera,  breaks  out  ia 
a  coiiimuDity,  and  tlireatens  to  decimate  its  populatinn.  every  man's  feiirs 
are  at  once  aroiucil,  and  steps  taken  to  routiteract  its  progress  :  ererr 
citizen  is  uoon  tlie  Alert,  and  erery  newspaper  is  urgent  in  ita  appeals  for 
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help  -,  but  here  is  a  disease  (nyphilia),  a  thousand  times  worse  than  the 
uiiMt  deadly  epidemic,  doiuu^  its  work  slowly,  and,  as  it  were,  in  disguise 
and  darkness,  ruining  entire  fnaiilies,  destroying  many  of  our  lieat  men 
and  women,  imd  layiujt  the  foundation  of  untold  misery,  wretchedness,  and 
woe,  not  unfrequently  extending  through  several  generations,  and  literalh 
poisoning  Che  very  fountains  of  life." 

Many  arguments  have  been  advanced  by  the  metropolitar 
press  favorable  to  local  self-government  for  our  larger  cities. 
and  possibly  none  stronger  could  be  put  forward  than  that 
through  local  legislation,  uninfluenced  by  rural  ignorance  and 
prejudice,  and  unobstructed  by  rural  interference,  s<ime  system 
might  be  deviseii  by  which  prostitution  in  New  York  City  and 
in  the  larger  cities  of  other  Slates  could  be  brought  under  such 
surveillance  and  control  us  would  greatly  lessen  its  ghastly  cor 
sequences,  diseask  and  iikatu. 
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"      India 424:  "  Numlierof  I'rostitutes 

"       Italy  157;     in  015 

"      Japan 439  United  States,  Oi-cupations  of  Inhab- 

"      Kashmir 42i:     itanu 622 

"      Leipzig 266' United  States,  Pauperism  in 624 

"      New  York 586i  "  Prostitutes  in  variou-s 

"  "         aggregate     Ex-        \    Cities  of 607 

penses  of. 60S  United  States,  Statistics  of 618 

Syphilis,  New  York,  Number  of  Pros-        j  "  Wages  in 628 

titutes  infected  by 487  Unnatural  Crimes 169 

Syphilis,  New  York,  treated  by  Drug         I 

Sellers .'>05' Vagrancy  Commitments 633 

Syphilis,  New  York,  treated  by  Ad-        j  "  moral     Ef- 

rertisers  596j     fccts  of 635 

Syphilis,  New  York,  treated  by  pat-        I  Vagrancy  Commitments  "on  Con- 

ent  Medicines 595     fession" G84 

Syphilis,  New  York,  treated  in  pri-         |  Vagrancy  Commitments,  pecnuiaiy 

vate  Practice 692;     Effects  of 636 

Syphilis,  New  Zealand 395  Valencia,  public  Brothel  at 172 

Norway  281  Vectigal,  or  Tax  on  Prostitutes 92 

"      Paris.! 138  Venice,  Brothels  in 161 

"      Portugal 179        "      Prostitutes  in 162 

"      Rome 164  Venus,  Worship  of. 68 

"      Russia 276  Vermont 458 

"      Satulwich  Islands 404  Virginia 457 

Spain 174 

"      Sweden 279  Wages  inHncnccd  by  Competition  ...  530 

Syphilitic  Hospital  in  New  York,  Ne-  Wales 460 

cciwity  of 044  West  Indies 400 
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Tiiit  (of  Edinburgh)  on  Prostitution  "      Capability  of .WS 

in  New  York 615  "      Social  Condition  of .">25 

Tartar  Races 440  Work-house,  Blackwell's  Island  587-603 

Tax  on  Prostitutes,  Algiii-s 182,  "         Great  Britain 832 

Templars,  Deprarity  of 97 

Thargcliu  .'. 66iYucatan 866 
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Illustrated  witli  iiine  full  pajre  llhwtr«tl«»iw,  ivpresent- 
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